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Chronicle of Eventa 


J«ly 1925 



§ Jalf *9$ PttiAb Liflabtife OaonoO tmMima9m§amdwanWmm 
tha SalflBt Oamttlea CfL S8^ 

7 IS audimim BUI pMMd in ite Psi^iB OmmO— B elMil 

&d WkaalMid't aBtaMMI ii the LMia m the BrilMi Qm 
Indian polfoj. (VaL I« |w tIS} 

8L Afriaaa Sanate lataaia tha Oalanr Bar BOL ip. IST) 

S Jn^ *15 FanonnalaCtha Bhaan CaandMaa inhUabad-^hplnin J. M. 

Mr. P. BeUma, Bardar Jotanda Bii^ Bir Abdar Qmik Mi; Jln«riiu 
Dawan Bahadur Baiaacihaiidm Baa; Dr. Bianddin AhawA OhnlMn 
HlimBiii|h, Oaslala Out M. Khan, Ft. Motlial Kahmand Mi;X P ' ‘ 
appaintod maaibeiii 

f JaJlj *15 la tha Hanaa aC Laida Laid Blrhanhaad dank with lha Mat i 
anjandiaeBta to the ladlaa CIvU Banriaa Bill. 

lad aC the Akall etrugs l a O afu rn a r annannaea aalaaaa aC . . . 

priaoneia and withdrawal af aatiflaatiaaa in tha Punjab TtjialMifa 
Oounail. (p. IBS) 

It Jul j *15 BoBBbaj OofamaMBt publiahee a BiU ta tiuaaier pnwaia af Baahaf OBf 
ImprofeaMBt Trual to the Bambnj MaaMpal C c r pa m tion. 

11 Julj *15 Oofamar af Beafal eiaita Bariaal--4kngraae u m u dat a ta hapaall lha 
lueepUon oheyed— Btreeu kit d eea lata . 

Oondolenoe raaolutiao an Daahbaadhu*o death paaad in Aaaani f Mllilatiua 
ConnaU. 

14 July *15 &B.Tbe MahaiaiaafPMiali»BirAUdCbiMla4i.Bir Idwaid OhaiMM^ 

and Viaeooot WiUiBidon appaiatad ladia*a lu p w e an ta li fui at tha hmfgm 
af MhtiOBi^ OenafUi 

15 July *15 Qanaial CoanaU af tha BwaiaJ Plar^yat Oalaatla adaptaiUMlMlMian 

aa^opetutiett an hanaurabla tenna, (p.54) 

17 July *15 Mr. J. H. Ban OupU alealed Ma^af Oalaattainiafl wM in lallMh* 

All Maaleai Partiaa* Oanteunaa at Awitiai; 

» 4a|, •» MrtiM ■oB-BwhMl n i tfe* f iiii l i 

FMtj. 

ft, lUktImaft to DMUH«Hr» 

<9.m 



fd 

«0 M)r 


SHE OOAEIBRLY EEGiSTBS 






dt Er» 


BiU to v^KAlMEiaiaftl 


M Jtal* *fi Ham f— ffffd ftfait Ampfp^ p^>i * tng i tir flir i lTr iTi 

* ^ SStSjSSifci ^^ 

mS^ nStoto 

MHMM lim iUi dif • 

n Mr *» HUladtolMidM^AppnlforAU-lBdiftDnbbftadhvraiidjMUta^ 

Or. Ettohkw iiiilgMBMiidMlililpolAll.liidte XhDftfa OmOmmm. 

Ei Jtlf 'ti EalMiiii €l Almr ia aDttibif tsplAlMtehltpeopitflwoMMolfliiaf 
ia Alwar iitata Mitiiti QaadhI ffinr bit opiaka oa llw aaa* 
Imdtimmm dt tin GoafiiM Ooauidttaa oa tbo Alvar tmgodj. 

Sr. EalM latrodacBi tho'Olaii Anat Bill ia tbo Booth AMaaa Ualoa 
AMbIS. <B 14 « 

14 Ja 4 r BiOfOtafj, A. l.a aiaawidfoalaraaklBgUaiddai^rMiBdiipe^^ 
lor CoBfM oMboii la OoBfiMi MHaia 

iwiiliBiatB to olootoial Hhm, mbtaf oae yoar mlaimaa ■■ dliqoaUfloa> 
tSoa of polEkil OQBoleti pablitbod la tbo India GoMtla** 
li JalU *SS U. F. Libeial AnooiallOD at AUahbbad^ BIr To) Bahadur pioikbni (B 7 ). 
IB Mf *iB Mr. CbaiBlal moffm rcoolollOD oa •> Bolf -OouaroBMat for India** ia 
tbo Britiob Coaunoavoaltb Laboar Ooaitronoo (p. 1 BI«) 

II Mt *MI Oo<«poiatifo Bodotloi Bill fiMd in tbo Bonbay CoanoU (p. 178 ). 

BB July IB Boagal Bwarajloli toko up Lord BlrkoBhaul*i eballongo and doddo thoir 
pfogtaMuo at rilliio oriaalaitloa and boyoott of British yoodii 
it Illy *li TbrlB Boaid*i foport OB prateoUoa of papor pabllahid. 


August 1925 

1 Aaft *ii liObaaMaya TUab*i Annifonary Meotiaii throagboot India. 

Bofaar and Oriaa Oornnaont l«aos oomaaniqao about freo and oon- 
paloory priaary odaoatloa. 

i Aag. *18 0. P.CoaneilpaytllitribatoloDoihbaadbaDaa 

iBOpenlnftbo 0. P. Ooanoil H. B. BIr Moataia Balkr ozhorto the 
Bvaii|loto to aooMk oBtoo and iadtct tbo teadoa to oonfor with bia lor 
voildiig out tbo iiiwaii (p.80B) 

Bvaialya Pa^ foaned In Buraa, Mr, U. fob Kyi M.L.A., olootod 
Proddonu 

C. P. Bvaiajiiti Kooluo to stand by Caloatta loiolutioa and unaniaouily 
noalui no lovliioa of progruaufis. 

B Ai«. *18 Pditlbal prbonort* acasgo froa Maada)^ JaU to 8a. Baaatl Eebi 
paylag foipootlul boasgo to aoBory of iMbaadbu Dsa 

« Aag. *» Sir taiuadta Nalb Baaailoi poioaa avay at 1-BO pja. at Bawackpar— 
dldl i B u l Et d aoai ao a troa all party attoad funoral to poy lapoot to 

Lad Boifeig wfdk Lidy Boadluf arrlia la Boabayaftw loaaaad 
aanaaoEioof tbo Tlo^— Lord and Lady Lyttoa karo fliala lor 
Oalouttaaad saano Qovaniorbblp oa Ttb. 

Ik. Moa4i» Mbwai Bagbiboadra Boo sad Kbapaido ooafa with tbo 
Ooanarof OLP« li ooaaootloB with bis latIfatioB la tbo lotaatloa 
ofalMy ma P* 



AOMit'as] CRSONICLS OP VnOfti ic 

7 Ml. « CU^JlMtnar hilM Mt t» piMat aar Mwad lotttai n a W i w i * 

iSl»^aSSi*My iSMS^teL^M u S 5 a *^ S 5 w Wta aaigh nUb 

•te nkh iMdm pNMMt. 

t Am. V Coaftmoe ol Bvim V«llM»llik Autlir H Wiimitlfr. U« Bi. Hit 
pwriiiw LowiBirlMlMd^tipteehiwiaMMii. 

10 Am. *10 Mntite BdMttloMl CoDfetem aft INbm H. H. Mir aC Xhalipv 

— 

pnvNBBB* 

IS Am. *11 Bmfid OoumII re^paM.— Tribalt ta Mibaadba Daa aad Hr 
8wMdiaHiUi.-KBaar BiiwlMAbaMmr Baa alMad PiaaUaM. 

All-ladia MaMfoi UMliaa* OoaiaMMt aO fowm B arm AUal <|aadar 
SaMa p wrt dei l aiiaioaa taaahtag to ba aada aoaipalaaiy la liiOa 
BObaala afadL 

14 Aag. *10 Bwam}iat aMbeia lafaaa aai to parlialpala fa Banbaj Oaaaafl pro- 
aMdteoi. OiaiaJiMi* aMaIfnto to a b M a ia fma part W pat i OB loooO. 
(p.174) 

10 Aoo. *10 Malloaal Libaial Fadaiatioa at Oalaatta e apr iMi ita d i M tlMb ot l oa ao 
Lord Birknbnd*! atateaseat. <p. 00) ^ 

Sad CoafooalloB of tha fbiaooa Natloaal Uaivanltj, tba Kaat FIdjapilb 
at Baaoiaa. 

18 Aag. *10 Madtaa CoBBoil fo-opan^— bboUoo ob Laid Blfbaabaad*a apaaOb dia* 
allowtd.— Praaident diaaliowa to axpiaai ragrat at l>aabbaadbm*li daalb. 
(p. 140) 

10 Aag. *00 Sbaa Babador Sbwaja Mabomed Boor aleetad FraaldaBt Bahar Ooaadl 
Woaan-fraoohioa naolatloo oarriad ia Beagal OoMOll. CP* 800) 

10 Aag. *00 H. S. Lord Baadiag opeaa aotama laaahm of Aaaaaiblyat fultt— Ft 

qaaatloa of ehaage oao bt ooatidarBd bafoia 1010. (a. 108) 

AppoiataMBt of Bojal Coanafialoa to aaaadaa Canaiiey prablM m* 

U. P. Coaneil tribataa to Baahbaodba Oaa aod Bir SaMdra Matb—Bal 
Babadar Lala Sitaraai aleoted PiaaMaot. 

11 Aag. *10 Baaolation daaMadtag the isprlaaBad If .L.C.*a to taba tbair oath of 

allagiaaoa waa oarriad in Bengal CoaaeiL (p. OOl) • 

11 Aag. *80 la the Aaaaaiblj Mr. V. J, Fatal (Owaratiat) alaetad PfoaUaBt-^IWtag 
rafaranoa and glowing tribataa bj all partiaa to Daabbaadba Daa aM 
Sir Onrandianath. 

n Aag. *18 Nationaliat Hon-Brahinin Confaranoa at Tbnfara— Mr. 0. T. & Maaa- 
aingbaiajn praaidai->paaaea laaolntioa ooadamning tba mialatij and 
reocBamaadiBg that tba miniatry ahonld taamadiataly go. 

14 Aaf. *10 Vioerqy approraa Mr. Patal*a alaetion aa PiaaidaBt of tha Aaaanbly— 
Mr. M. C. Kalkar alaetad Depnty Piaaidant and Mr, ObaamaUuMi Obatty 
aa ehiaf whip of the Bwaraya Party. 

5th tbafora Hon-Brabmia Coafafanaa paMn mdatioa o obdi MB iag 
dyareby oa naworkabla and dananula muaadfate grant of Fnrriaeliil 

Death of Sir Bamokriahaa Pandarkar at Pooaa. 

SO Aag. *10 la tke LagislatiTa A«einbly Mr. Jiaaah*! aMtloa of adJoamaMOt ta 
aonaidar tha peraonnal of tba Carraney ComaataaloB aarriad. <p. 104) 

17 Aag. *15 Delettoa of tha deflnition of tba Gontampt of Oaorta Bill aeoaplad to tbo 
AaaeiBbly. (p. 168) 

10 Aag. *10 Bonbay Pforineial Liberal Conferaaeo at Poona. Mr. G. T. OhlataMai 
piaaidaa. (p. 80) 

81 Aag. *10 NataraliaatiOB Bill in the Aamahly referred to a Oelaet Conmittea 
Oodh Canita Bill paaied in tba Coaneil of State. 

The Sikh Oordwaia Act pa a iwi in tbo AaieiBb!r. 

Maaa meeting of Indiana bald at Dorban to pioteatagainettbaMvafaM 
Aieaa Bill on the aaril of tba Union AwaBbiy. 
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M» TBB gVABTBSLY BBClttBS Illiwm •*$ 

S«pt«aiber * 1925 

1 lip. ■■i«t lirtrtwrt BiriUMu-liiiai Mliiiili iwnthaailfiHI 
rMmtoSMMgMlii 74MH>tS-l«l 

MMrt « Tkiid* UaiM III fiAUM. 

OmiwI But Irtwdtm t0i» te Uw I w>jy. 

I Im^ W a iii f ii rt wMiriM Iwwf drft m Um wnwH w l «t th> 1.II.I. 

My. 

i 8igk ti 

Mr* BMidMrg'BUl lo ftp«a Um Btpiwim Lftwt loit lallw OouflU 
•C Hitt. 

4 Itp. *tt ladtptiidcM Ubov Pir^ MDdt ite MUfe !• ladM tteMli Mim. 

OliMMUilAl tad BfttTamwti— Tba Labov puty mmm tht IimHim of 
Hi whole-bcaned topport la thMr Mragtla lor FoUliool aad leoaoorio 
llbarlij irlMi bM lor entarloi btm tkaiod la tboia. 

BaaiaiiM oad l ado p w o d ai l .Mobno of tbo IombU j aoabiae lo opaon 
Mm Maddbaoa roport. 

4 iaL *li Aaaaal g«MnU oMoMag of tbo Loboar Uaka. AbMdafaid— MalatM 
adfbai iboLoboorin to bo ooaiMooo aad imbfol.** 

9 Up, *SI AiMab^ doboto oa Maddbaoa lapoft— FL Moba Mtoo tbo aaMod 


M •«, 

U ttf. 

II. 


n 8«i 


Paadit Vobra*i oawadaMat la tbo iMoaibly oarrlad^*“ D|aiohy a hago 
fnad aad piooeat ajMeai ^ Qoionuaoat— tnaooa oa Qod'o Lav*** 

Mr. lotbaa^ rtoolatloa oa ladiaalMMioa of tbo HIgb OoaualoMoatflo 
oMaob Loadoa paoood la tbo Coaaeii of Blaio. 

Mr. BaaiMbariar*o oMitta to Ngalooo tbo aoo of fha Anao piMMd la tbo 
ablf vitboat dIvloioB. 

Ml ■ooobiHiM tor tablaa atopo lor tbo protoo ti OB of rigbto of ladteao la 
loatb ditka ooirled la Ma Ooaaall oa atata. 

MS taaaal oiaiaiajraf loto Povaa Babodar Svaad Kaaaa PlUay at Madooa. 



of tbo B^ Proflaetal OobIow bco at Parallo—Mr. 
portrait— AMoraatloa para fiaaehloo odoptod 

dap *0 oMtiiMi 

Bill pMMd la tbo CoBaell of BMto. 

fa tbo Lpilolatlfo lopoaiblyoa Or. P. C. 


BvaolM Tielotp la Modiio Corpoiatloa oleotloa— oight oat of 
Pl.!M|aaMal*oiooolatioo for tbo raoooal of ooBolotioa 


ilartbof 
MlaotSSIa( 
tfcportoftbo8olect< 
la tbo Aooooiblp-Loodoio* 


I of CottoB Baoloo Datjr oarrlod bj 67 voloo 


loatboOoaUoiptof Coarto Bill 
taoto of dloooat. 



tiooar of loolgaatloa of 
for voava oairlod la tha 


IS Hp^ *11 Sanaa ▼alloy fltadoato* Ooahiioaeo at flylbot. 

11 lop^ Ml Mf* a, M IMo appolatod Mgabor jM tbo ¥10 ^0 ^ 

MfyanteaSS^^ Miaago 

11 Bop. Ml 

laf aa aMvaarifo tooMbloo^ ioar aaaao for tbo OoaBWoo pooood— 
BpMaafd* iooirtotloa tinBii, 

II Bob 11 a. L C. C. moUmi aoaaladod ad Potia Paadit Matflal icviawataa 
alatlaao oaaoooi of rfatvMBjpa Forty aad daalaioa tbal tbo aaat atop 
6 tboahrfl Jbtlidloaai viiib M tbo viy to ioai oahatioa la bfc; 



Chronicle of Events 


Joly 1925 


twm l fl<wte grtyri ntiet^ CMcnttn ^m H iUind^ mMm 

t SS m B o I mm "Sidh^^ ^ ioB y of DMktendlin Die 


i IK CiMtitntion of the Indlia iMMihim (Bken) On . . 

Oolonr Bor Bill MOfod to the Booth Afnooa Bonoto and moohoi node 
iM^oiipoKHtlwBiU. ffwlST) 


S Jo|j ti ydn*lloolni fkdi in Ooleotto— Kohoaodant ***T^r* for ilaoghMaB 

4 Jolj *M Lola LaiiMt EaTo opiillod loplj to Lord BlrkanlMad— **Btitiih DobI* 
nation nipoDaihio for oonunonal diteenoo in India.** 

f Jatj *11 POa)ab Ingiolatifo Cooneii oooaidoNd the Oaidwira Bill no OMMlod hf 
tho BKootGoonnitteo (PL SIS) 

1 JwHf *11 Ooidnaia BUI paaad in tho Paaiab (SoaneU— Bolouo of Akalli nfid 

Sw?Mk«ihoad*o oKfiwf In tbt Lords on tho Britiah QofwnMla 
Indian polloj. (VoL PL ilB> 

& Alfioaa Bonato i«)ooii tho CSoloor Bar BOL (p. 117) 

B Ja]|p *11 tanonol of the BhoMi Ciwitteo pobUabod— Captain J» N. BanKtHL 
Mr. P. Beth^ Bardar JoBondia Btegh, Bir Ahdar Qojaa, Mr. JInanhi 
Bonaa Bahador Bawanlianftffa Bao^ Dr. Biaaddin AhaKL Oiptain 
Rba Binghy Oaplala GKd M. Khan, Ft. MotUal Mahm and MOI. Boadvi 
nppoinlid moBhera. 

f Jnlj *» In tho Honaoef Loida Lord BtrWnhoad doalo with tho Joint ClonnnittoO^a 
aoHodMiti to tho Indian Oiiil Bortioo BUI. 

IhMl of the Akall otfigii io O ofor n er annoonero leloooo of polMoat 
prtoonani and withdrawal of noMBoottono in the Pnnkb Logiolatlft 

&an4M: (P.W) 

It Jalj *1B BoBhajOofwaaMnlpnhlitea BUI to traaalir powers of Bombaj OBir 
laprovooMOt TSnot to tho BoMbiy Manioipal Gorpocation. 

18 Ja )7 *Si Qofon nr M Byn d vioH o Bafiial-4)onfra« atandato to bofoott tho 
roooption obo 3 fod**Btroilo loft dsoMatiL 

Oondoloneo molation on Doohboadha'o dnth paind in Atm Loglalation 

14 Jalp •M &H.Tho Mabasa)ao(Fatiaia^8irAtalCbatt«)i,Sir IdOaid Ohanriar^ 
oBdVioooaot Wminpdon appointed lndia*o lopromtatlfoo at tho Lngna 
ofMationoiaonefa. 

16 Jwif *11 OonsMl CoanoU of the Bwwni Partp at OUoatta adopts wnoiiHon on 

oo-opeMtion.onbooooiablotonBO. (p.l4) 

17 Ja^ *16 Mr. J. M, Boa QopU oMod Majorof OakatU in oosowrion to DMh« 

faandhaDoa. 

All Moslem Parties* Goafennoe at Amriloor. 

If Jalj *«6 Madias aon«Biabmins ptoteot ^inst the Bala o( Panafil as pioil d wt 
of the* Jastloe* Partir. 

Tho MaliatBa*s (Sntribatioa to Dsohhaoilha's Moimip-ths bIMorio 
Chmdhi-lieltfBCoeicopondoaoB. 86) 



li 

to M7 ^ 


SI JttJj *SI 


SS Ja)/ *S5 


to Jvlj IS 


t4 July *25 


ae July *25 
28 Joly *25 

28 Joly *25 

20 Jaly *25 

21 Jaly *25 


August 1925 

1 Aog. *25 Lokamanja TitaVi Anniversary llmiagt througboat India. 

Behar and Orissa Oovernment issaes oommaniqae about free and com* 
puisory primary education. 

2 Ang. *25 C. P. Council pays its tribute to Oesbbandhn Daa 

In opening tbe C. P. Council H. E. Sir Moatagn Butler exhorts the 
Bwarajlsts to accept office and invites tbe leaders to confer with him for 
working out the reforms, (p. 309) 

Swarajya Party formed in Burma, Ur. U. Tok Kyi U.L.A., elected 
Preskleot. 

C. P. Bwaiajists resolve to stand by Calcutta rsKilution and nnaniauMisIy 
resolve no revision of programme. 

5 Aug. *25 Political prieonera* message from Mandalay Jail to Sas. Bamnti Debi 
paying respectfnl homage to tbe memory of Deabbaadhu Daa 

8 Ang. *25 Sir Siirandra Nath Banailta pai aa a away at 1-30 pjn. at Bariackpor— 
distingnlehed mouroeis from all party attend funeral to pay reapeot to 
the latter of Indian nationalism. 

Lord Beading with Lady Beading arrivea in Bombay after leave and 
reeamea oSlee of the Vloaroy— Lord and Lady l^ytton leave Simla for 
Caloatta and leaaaw Oovemorabip on 7th, 

Dr. MoqbIL Hem Baghabeadra Bao and Kbapaide coato with tbs 
Oovamor et 0. P. to eonncctlon with bit invitatta for tbe fonaalioa 
afmlBiMy is CLP. 


QITAKTBaLY nOIOTBft llWTss 

Aii^ Condi rmrr MrioHno mditin m Fidiliinili lull. 

j n^ i^iea^ spgalala Uadteal Btaattai la 

Baa imaoved Ujalaffi ikbaad Paab and aflgiissdgi te ffiMiawaNgasgf 
— Triampbaat pfaaesUaaal SbaihlllMbaa asrISM. 

Sikb Coaaeilloft* depalatkm to Usbha idmlaliliataf lataa 2a r— 
aad aaDoaaeai eotam aad digalSad mUbnOOm al iirbaai BMteta 
ooaMMBoe tra^ tbia day. 

AlMadia leadem* appeal for AU-Iadia Ibabbaadha Ftaai paMtahol 
Dr. KiCeblew rssigai pieaidealakipaf AU-ladia Khiiaite, flnatwniu 
The Bmex Hall Meetlag in Leadoa— Labaar Party attaobad Ifi tffibp 
Mabaraia of Alwar ia a Dafbar explatei 2o bie^mpia iha aaaai of Silaf 
ia Alwar State— Mahatam Gaadbi gjtwm bie eptetai m fbe jmi* 
interferenoB of the Coapicas Cossmittee oa tbe Alwar tiagedy* 

Dr. Malaa introdooes tba Class Areas Bill ia tbe Soatb Afrtaa UsAib 
A ssembly, (p. 140) 

Secretary, A. 1. C. C. Uaaee circalar amkiag bbaddar-dreas iadfspeaMhla 
for Congress sMibeis ia Coognss meelinga 

Amendments to eleetoral niles» amking one year miniaiam aa dteqaallSca* 
tion of political convicts pablished in the ** India Oaastte.** 

U. P. Libera] Assoeiattoa at Allahabad, Sir Tej Babadar ptesidesL (57|. 
Mr. Ghamanlal ssoves resolntioa oa SelLQovernmsat fur India ** ia 
the British Commonwealth Laboar Conference (p. 182t) 

Co^peratite Societies Bill paawd in tbe Bombay CounoU (p. 278). 

Bengal Bwarapsu take np Lord Birkenhead*! challenge and decide their 
programme as village organisatton and boyoott of British gooda. 

Tariff Board*s report on protection of paper pnbliihed. 



AUMtT'asI CHRONICIS OF EVENTS re 

7 Aag. Jtf C. P. Qof«nor deoktai aol to pnteBt abj dtoMBd lor tho NtaMito* 

Bikh OBidwBXB Aet of IW noolw Oovmor-GoaorBl*0 oiMBt. 

AkBlio oooipiele 101 Aktotod-Poths to Jo^^iidtr Tkm Stogk with 
other Bikh leedem preoent. 

0 Aag. Confeienee of Bomui NeUoiieliit ?tMr of Beiigopii<-llr. U. Be, Po. 

preridoe— Uwd Birkenhced'a ■poeoh ooedeeiaed. 

10 Apg. *S5 Mutlim Bdoeetioeel Conferonon el Poone^R. H. Mir of Kheirper 
preeidei. 

17 Aog. *S0 Bengel CooDell re-opene.— Tribute to Dethbendbo Dee eito Sir 
BoreBdreneth.—Komer Sibebekhereiirer Roj eteoted Praeident 
All-Indie Ijedia* Oonfemoe et Poone— Bognm Abdel Qtieder 

Bebebe preeklee— relieiona tcecblng to be mede oompuliorj in Uidm 
Bobooli nrijed. 

14 Aeg. *34 Bwereiift meanben refneo not to perttetpete in Bombej Coenell pro* 
oeectin^ SrerejiitB' menifeito to ebatein troA pertidpetioo iiaeed. 
(p. 374) 

16 Aog. *36 Netionel Liberal Federation at Catentta ezpreaaea ita diototiafeetioii on 
Lord Biikenhead*a atateinent. (p. 69) 

3nd CooToeation of the fanooa National Uniteraity, the Kaai Vidyapith 
at Btnerea. 

16 Ang. *36 Medraa Conneil re-opena— motion on Lord Birkenhead*! apaeoh dla- 
aliowed.— Preaident diaallowa to eepreaa regret et Deohbendhn*a death, 
(p. 346) 

19 Ang. *36 ^an Bahador Khwaja Mahomed Noor elcoted Preaident Behar Coenei). 

IPoman-franebiae raaolntion carried in Bengal Coonoil. (p. 800) 

30 Aeg. *36 H. B. I^ord Reading opeaa antemn aeaaion of Aaaembly et Biale— >No 
qoeation of change can be conaidered before 1939. (p. 163) 

Appointment of Royal Commiaaion to eiamine uerreney problem an* 
noenoed. 

U. P. Conneil tribotea to Deahbaedhn JOaa and Sir Burendra Neth<-»Bei 
Bahador Lala Sitaram elected Preaident. 

SI Ang. *36 Beiolntion demanding the impriaonad M.L.C.*a to take their oath of 
allegiance waa carried in Bengal Conneil. (p, 801) 

23 Ang. *36 In the AtMmbtj Mr. V. J. Patel (Swarajist) elected President— Feeling 
reference and glowing tribotes by all parties to Deebbandhn Dae and 
Sir Sorendranatb. 

38 Ang, *35 Nationalist Non-Brahtnin Conference at Taojore— Mr. C. V. A, Naia- 
■ingharajo presides— pam roaolntion condemning the ministry and 
recommending that the ministry ahonld immediately go. 

84 Aog. *35 Viceroy approTee Mr. PatePa election as Preaident of the Aaaamblj— 
Mr. N. C. Kclkar elected Depoty President and Mr. Shanronkham Ohottj 
as chief whip of the Swaraya Party. 

5th Tanjore Non-Brahmin Conferenoe passes resolution oondemning 
dyarchy as unworkable and demands immediate grant of Piofinoial 
Aotonomy. 

Death of Sir Bamakriehna Vandarker at POona. 

36 Aog. *36 In the LegialatiTc Amembly Mr. Jinnah*8 motloD of idjonmaaent to 

consider the pereonnel of the Cnrreney Commiaaion oarriad. (p. 164) 

37 Ang. *36 Deletion of the deflnitioo of the Contempt of Oonrts Bill aoeeptod In tbo 

Aaeembly. (p. 168) 

33 Ang. *36 Bombay Provincial Liberal Oonferenoa at Poona. Mr. C. Y. Obtetomnni 
preaidea. (p. 60) 

81 Aag. *36 NatnraHeation BUI in the Aasembly referred to a Select Committee. 

Oadh Conrte Bill pamed in the Conneil of State. 

The Bikh Onrdwnta Aet pnamd to the Amembly. 

Maaa meeting ef Indlane held at Darhaa to pioteet ' <311 tha new Olaai 
Aiaaa Bill on the antU of the Untoa Aamaihljr. 



ja THB QUABXBBLV SBGlSnOt (nriBnnt*S 5 

September 1925 

I flip. *ts lid It litliiO—% BwflM taw— Tol>lcolliBtio» in mihflMrilw Mwporifcl 
Fwad mp to fllil AigMi Bn 74fl,ifli.lS-ia 
fMfek Oo— iHtto^ icpori w Ttodi UbImi Bill pibliihid. 

UooHBt Bill iaMitod li^tt to tin 

B flifk *Sfl Oofinwmto wi to ia t htoty difnil oo the ifimiff— if if toi If. 8. 
qitotiiB to tin Atoiabijr. 

fl Am. *86 Afli if Ctmmm Bill piwid to tin i mtabl y. 

Hm. Mr. BiBtoirt Bill to npotl Hu Bipic»ifl Liwi Ink tolba OmBdl 
of fltoUu 

4 flip. *86 iBdepeadeai Liteir Forty midi iti aiiigo to ladto thingli Mom* 
ChiMtolil iMl Sityiaiiiti— Tbi Loboir pirty mmmtm the IndtoM if 
iti wbole-bcirtod npport to their ■Uiggli lor FlUtkil and BooBomic 
libirky whiih bn for iMitoriii been denied to them. 

Bwaimjlik and Independent aemberi of the Aintobly loabtoi to oppoee 
tbi Maddbnan report. 

4 flepL *86 daaanl geneial meeting of. the Lnboor Union, Ahemdahid— Mihitma 
•dvieee tbe Laboniere ^ to be oonrteoai and tmtbfaJ.'* 

7 fkp, *86 AtoiiMy debate on Haddiman report— Ft. Nebn motei tbe nnlted 

6 flipb *86 Pandit Nebni*s amendment to tbe Amembly earriid— ** Oyaroby a boge 
Iraad and pree en t eyetem of Qovernment— tremon on Qid*a Law ** 

Mr. 8etbBa*i reaolntlon on Indianieation of tbe High CommieiSonor*a 
oflie. London paeeed in tbe Conneil of State. 

8 Bin *86 Kr. BaBfaibariar*i motion to xcgalate tbe me of Fire Armi pamod to the 

Aaoembly witbont dieielon. 

10 flipi *86 Boooiation for taking etepe for tbe proteotion of rigbli of Indiani in 

Booth Afrioa oarrfed in tbe Conneil on State. 

11 Bepb *86 Fnneral oetemony of late Dewan Babador Swami Xanan PUlay at Xadian 
a Bop. *86 Biateentb Bomion of tbe Bebar Prorinoial Confamnee at Paralia— Mr. 

Sbah Mabammad Zobair preeidci— Mahatma opem Kbaddar Xshibition« 
and nneeile Deihbandbn*e portiait— AltematiTO yam franebiee adopted 
to tbe l eieBd day*i iltttag. 

14 Bip, *86 Coal Qmding Bill paeeed to tbe Coonoil of State. 

Oofomawnt defeat to tbe Legislative Aeeombly on Or. P. C. Amendment 
Bill. 

16 Bipk *86 BfiUiaat SwaialiBt victory in Madras Corporation eleotion— oigbt ont of 

tm eoati oaptnr^ 

16. flip. *86 Amembly adopti Ft. Sbyamlal'i rewlntion for tbe removal of oonviotion 
bar to eleotion. 

Bmolation for the enapeaeion of Cotton Bxelie Dnty mrriod by 67 votea 
agtonit 88 to the Aaaombly. 

Beport of tbe Select Coosmittee on tbe Contempt of Coarti Bill preiaalad 
to tbe AimmUy— Leaders* strong note of diment. 

17 Bop. *86 Tlaao aitamioB in Simla— etrong feeling in favonr of leaigBation of 

Assembly members— Bcsolotfon on francbim for women cairied to the 
Amembly. 

18 Bipt *86 Sitting If tbe Santa Talley Stodents* Conferonce at Sylbet. 

81 Bap. *86 ' Mr. 8. B. Dae appointed Member of ibe Viceroy*! Kseentive Conneil. 

A. 1. OL 0. ameting at Patna— Working Coasmlttee moommcnda ebange 
of yam franebiee. 

88 Btp, *86 Heated debate at A. LC. C. Moatbif at Painn--Oondoleaoa leaolation 
at Disbbandho*a death passed— Pnndit MotilaFe rceolntioB rsooesmend- 
tog an nBenmtive limnobloB of foar annae for tbe Oongiem peemd- 
Bptonenr AmoeMlkm f oraaed. 

SB Bapb BB A. 1. C. C. meating oonoloded at Patna— Pandit Motllal reviewitne 
glorioaa aaiaam af the flwaraiya Party and daebum that the next Hep 
ia tba eivil diiobadienoa wbiib ia tba way to real salvation i:: life. 
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October 1925 

1 Oot' *S5 Mw. mtttt <leoiad ptwidani tlw OfcwmpBW OoBfim 

AU BoailMf sails clond— AluBsd&btd Milbomn deolde sol lo isdsos 
iilssf OolSOB piios-toodi. 

8 Oe^ *88 BsnBslBdtoBSSi^ tolndUsspsbUelosippQil Itas Is Ihsir piBMH 
sfiaBst Ihs BbA Blil-*Pfstsii s isi t^ Ihs BipiUrisa BMl held 
•t Bssgsss the sssfc dsj— Mr. U. pmkAm^ 

8 Ool. *88 * Bhsrp diteeaos of ofasiOB abosk Ihs Osidwsm Asl is fi. Q. P. 0, issst- 
isg, Afitssr ilsts» saes ib sts sf lbs Xssestlfs CosraatlM issigs. 
PsMSBis* Istsmsiioiisl, Mosoow. sssds ossmIoIsbss os Dssbbtndhs^dssib, 
ssd aasras thsir support lo Isdio is the stninls ter tissdSBit 
8 Ool. *88 Hosu Mr. 8^ B. Tbabe sppolBted Bssftbsr in lbs Bsooslifo Ooosdl C» P. 
Mten Boilwsj Contereiiee si Simls. 

0^ ^ CosMBeras dsektas bojooll ol Ind te a Osnoioy 

10 Ool. *88 Piovlskni of 180 boys spprorsd by tbs Bs tfs i sf y of BisSs in Dsbn-don 

Military College. 

Swariya leaders denonnoe Mr. Tanbe*s a oo fp u n o e of oMos as a 
dagraai breach of parly rnie. 

11 Ool. *88 All-India Hartal in India to protesl sgMaol lbs bigb-bandsd anli-Asialio 

legtotetien of tbs Soath African Unton Qorl. 

14 Ool. *88 Sseontiee Comniillee of C. P. Bwaimjists oondsm Bon. Mr. TbBibb*s 
* Voile faoe* in sooeDtinK ottoe* 

Bombay Bwaialtau denonnoe Lord Beading*s Vioeicyalty as a oosiplSIs 
iailars and obaiioterlse his poli^ as hostile to popalar teisffsst 
Aenssrion of the new Baler of Bashmlr* Maham^ Bfr Hari Bing h. 

18 Oet *86 Bengal Ooeemateni wmom Ben-disq naH B s a Mom lo m o sisn osanoU rolsia, 
18 Ool; *88 Terrible Bailway ooUisioB at Halsa^ B en g a l, — bsaiy sa s na lH ss. 

Lawrence elaiae mntUated at La h ore s words bronsn and pan rssioesd, 
Maimfnja Nabba*s eballenge to O'Dwysr— Ptein troth that Govammsnl 
amiHpifl eolontary abdicalioB. 

17 Ool. *88 PaadB Mslim*o reply to Mr. Jayaber on lbs Tambs i nddonl and 

Bemiaiisl p ip tilf ft. 

18 Ool. *88 U. P. Politieal Oonfsienoe at Bitapoie— Monlann Bbankal All pn s ld si 

Mna daeWoB npbsid. 

18 Ool. *88 U. P. Bwara) IMy Meskteg at Btlapnf,— Psfi dssteisn snppsrtsd— PL 
Hshm on Fai^ diseipUaei 

SO Ool. *88 Mr. Jaa wadas Me bia eEpsssslbo talas analogy sf Mr. Adyabar In tbmbo- 
81 Ost. *88 Psi gllS S?S^ ^^^ Mr. absnt bis s w si p is sB i of 

88 Ool. *88 Qovenmsni of lBdla*s reply to Impsrial OlHsoBshlpAsiosIslioBv Bombay 
aboBi repalrinllOB of Indians from Booth Afrlaa pnblMM. 

88 Oel. *88 Pnadil Hshm addiemm pnblle msoliBg atO awapofe « C s spe wtl mi 
HaodaadvQawBpnrOongiem to doeids tbs nsM slap.** 

88 Oe^ *88 ObasnnaosMOidlnaBesdigFiii Bsngal. 

88 OdA *88 AndbmPSifiBclal Oonfawno s at Mas sHp at am O sntewnss f s q nsslB the 
oaaai^ rnognm lo dsine ** Bwan^yir*aiiBtl tedspandM hM to’ 
prepare tbs oonntiy jsimertiairty ter eifll di ss b a dl wsi. 
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Btnr Ubeiil CoafinM U Aanoti aodir th6 praUnUlilp of Pt. 
Hridi^lfolh Kaami— BRonm Soport doaonoed. 

S9 Oot. latomiteRFodenrtioaof tiadoUiilQM oi AatteidMwiiMiotte 
India Ttado PniOB Congw o o ngf o tt i lotto g ihe otrltoiat Boaihoy, 

Bon. Hr. Wood appoliilod TiotfOp of India. 

ao Oot *>6 Vioeioj-dcaignaM a nn o on co nifB t loooifod with aalfonal teliag 
oCoarprlMu 

Lofd ^ha't qneir Tteivi (fam " India ii noi tU for Profinoial Aalononf 
•vm ** poUithod in the « Indian Di 'ly Mail ** Bombay. 

81 Oot. 18 Mr. 8. B. Daa a momm oAoe of Law Member, Oofomment of India. 

Or. Bem nt* e indignant prolem agalnit Hon. Mr. Wooefa appotatemnt 
aa Yioerqj. 


November 1925 

1 No?. 18 Pandit Nahm piaaidea ofor Swasajja Party meeting atNagpar^Mr. 
Tambe oon d e mn e d . 

The New Qaidwara Bntea pabliahed by fcbe Punjab Qovemment on this 
day when the Bikh Onrdwara Act diall come Into foioe. 

8 No?. *88 AlMndia Bwaiajya Party Xieoati?e Committee meeting oonelnded— No 
ebange of poliey efleoted— Bdeponai?* Co-operation di«ppro?ed. 

8 No?. 18 Bwaimjiat leadera addrem meeting at Nagpnr adeoeating Hindn-Moalem 

unity. 

4 No?. 16 Sir F. Wbjte on the Reforma experiment at the Calcutta branoh of the 
Saropean Aaaoeiation. 

• No?. 18 Andbia Cni?eiaity Bill pamed in Madraa Council. 

7 No?. 18 Oaleutta Corporation employeee at a meeting demand B]. Bubbaa Cbandm 

BoiFa ruleaee. 

Pandit Nehru at Nagpur— explaina ei?il diaobedienoe aa next atep, time 
for obanga baa not coma, 

8 No?. 18 Politloal Baflerero* Day— proteet BBoetlnga all o?er Bengal. 

10 No?. *18 DIaoofeij of alleged Bomb laotory at Dakahineawar, Bengal. 

Maaeia. Jayakar and Kelkar reaigne memberabip of Bxeenti?e Committee 
of tbeXll-lndia Swafujya Party. 

South Alrioaa Oo?t. aooedea to the raqueat of the Indian Qo?t for a 
Bound Table Confemnoe. 

It No?, *88 Mr. C. F, Andrewa lea?ea for Booth Africa— atroogly proteata againat 
ahadowing of the 0. 1. D. 

Memn Jayi^ A Kelkar*a daolaration of War againat Bwarajiata— 
Campaign in fa?onr of Beeponai?e Codvpamtion opened at Poona. 

18 No?. 18 Pt. Nehru explaiaa the Nagpur deoWon at a crowded nmoting at 
Aauaotl while lufarring to the reaignatioaa of Memra Jayakar A Kelkar. 

14 No^ *88 Stale Priaonam'dhalleaga to C.I.D. malhoda pabliahed in the *«Forwaid.** 

S). UpeadiaNath Baawrjee re l aamd liom jail and interned in Cal c utta. 

15 No?, *88 Oongamii Inquiry CoHMdtlael Snding on opium t?U In Amam pabliahed. 
If Nat. *88 Mr. Any rmigBa tram the laaeaU?e Committee of the A. L Swaraj Phrty. 
18 N<e?« *88 Ml. JayakvdoUeenu Bghting ep oooh at Bombay— Cloaer oo^opeiation 

irtih OoemMoat aigad. 

81 Not. *88i RRi l8Hi Ban and Rr. l a a i da m (SwanfMa) alaolad to tha Coanell of 
Slalafim Madiaa^ - 

Mtm. ib. Hrtlhilli mmmm, 4bM|t ^ — bwhip tt tk. TtaNv*, 

■miUW O mmU M ftnra littiMm. \ 

«Mdl PtOTteoU OntfMMii-rMM dMWM 

a Jtoi; a ItakM Aad ataM ItMUal ,( «b.Ok«raaNKUtak*OntaMM^ 
raiw wkManm-tMpb «Mi 7 to RMMHii Hiaw. 
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N Roi» Owra—Bt of U4 Ib RtpaMttoa wO te 8o«lh AMoft-^OoYt of ladia 
OMMttiqM OB lh« cbiMi Ite Depatiltai taMd. 

97 Vm. *1S AU.l9dteMadteLai«M^8lr AbdvBAhim«lioled^ 

98 9tov. V ThralHikOoiiftf«BBfr--lfx. JmuumIm XebtA'i MMBdneDt 

tlM osnfBNBQB cadi la a 8 mooi. 

99 Hoi; ’ll MohomiBrm 8«wa| o aeirtng mt Hipah w^nn the principte 

el Be^MMiiie Oo-ofiMkiit 

30 Hov. *93 At the AbboaI Cenfemee of the Loboor Forty ot Liierpool, Mr* 
Loahboiy*t reeoloti^ on Self-dctsnBinotion for Indio adopted withont 
onjdehola. 


Decembe-r- 1925 


1 Dm^ 
3 Dm. 
3 Dee. 


4 Dee. 

8 Dee. 
7 De^ 


95 Vieeioy'e Oidinoaoe to aoapend the Jet j ond oollection of Cotton Haoiie 
Doty pnbUahadL 

*98 Beriena riot in ^ropon Joil fBongeonH-ooniicto ond wordert killed ond 
non j wonaded. 

*93 XoBtinf of Boigol GooboU— T enoney Bill introdooed. 

Lola Lojpoi Bal nominoted lor eleetion in the Anembly in ploee of 
Lola Honaroj radgnedL 

OoBpiomlae between the two Wingi of the Bworo) Forty eoipending 
oil prapogoado till the Cownpor Congrea ot Bombay— 8woro)iat Leaden* 
CoBlerenoe in Bombay, Leodeia of both Wiaga attend, (p. 35) 

*95 Sorl Winterton meied in the Commeiia the Beoond Beading ot the Indian 
ServiemBiU. 


*95 


Foniob woBMB enfranebiiod— motkm adopted in Poniab Cooneil. 

Sad el the Xiila atrike in Bombay— 55 milla reaomed work with 43. 


8 Dee. 

10 Doe. 

11 Dee. 

19 Dae. 


*93 The Senieco Bill pawed the 9nd reading in the CoBBaaena ond eoai* 
muted to the Standing Committee. 

*95 Soiorfea rceoauaended lor ea-Miniatera in Beagol CoeneiL 
*93 Hatioaollat Tieiory in Bengal Cooneil— rwolotion for the repeal of 
Ordteanee let paaa^ 

*95 Bm^ Hatlonaliat Party meet at CaleotU and define their alma and 


Senth African Depntation nnder the Leaderahip of Dr. A. Bahaatan 
arriiea in Boaibay. 

14 Dee. *95 Vioenqr opena Awopiated Chamber of ComaMree in Calentta. 

15 Doe. *95 Vicerey paya tribute to the Bnropean Conunanity in India for their 

opirit of aeeoBMBodatioa and reaaonablenria in working the refonaa at 
the Anneal Dinner of the Snropean Aaoooiation at Satuday Clob, 
Oalenttn. 


Prieflm of writing Icttera withdrawn tram State Priaonera Bbapendra 
Hath Dntla fBaima) and Amn Chandia Doha (Dnoea), for three aontha. 
15 Dae. *95 Major eraham PMa defeada Labonr Party*a aetion towaida India at 


15 Doe. 
17 Dm. 


U. F. Compnlaory Prinmiy Bdnoation BUI refaned to a aeleet oommittee. 
The Ukm Chril Senrioe Bill leeeiYca the Boyal Ament after haeing been 
paamd by the Standing Conan itt ae wUhoat any amondaBent. 

Sonth Afakan Dopntation BBoeta 

apwMi their ooekag to India and piOBBiaaa to diaenaa their fatnie plana 
atCawnpomCangnaaoB DeeeBBherSdth. _ ^ _ 

Hadan Bomal lehoola* Bill paaaed in the Legfaiatifo Conneil— Mr. 
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tehr»marti«hiiieMiidttatmMf of oppnHisB te the hndt 
olftttWiicraqr. 

Coamiaiid Hiada Mthaabhi Eaqaiij CoauaittaiAi fMl « rlgbl 
otWmip ia Bodh Qtjra pafcililnid it Pitai. 

taipwatfifaiittil e tf ffl ay itifciiaK Bx^QaaiB of ttaaBi. at ] 

^ P , Coa ^ nffn?!ii i Sfn l a it rl a tlfl ai la paMie 

IS Dee. *t0 — rmnnte e awia i niin i li nn 

to H. B. the Ykinj tin aexft day. 

IP Deft. 'U PhikMophtoal Coainn at Calaatia— Dr. Babiadim Nath fhfon ddifon 
hie addfeai oa the Way to Frcadeai. 

Viceroy laoeim the Soath African Depatation, at Belfodcie. Oaleatta, 
Non*Biahmia Coafederaticn at Madiai aader the precideatthip el Hon. 
Mr. Jadhav—" Bwaiajini tyacayBoae with BiahakinieB. ** 

3(4 Deo. *t6 All-India Ehilafat OoalercBce at Cawnpnr nnder the preekleBey of 
Monl. Afaal Kalaa AMd. 

Sft Dee. 16 All India Volanteero* Confeieaoe at Cawapur— Mr. T. C. Qomaii 
preeidca. 

26 Dee. *25 Opaaiaf day of the Indian Nalionai Congrcee at Cmmpar^Mr. 

Sarojtni Naidn pieeideo (p. 617) 

The fifit Indian Oominaniate' Conference at Cawnpnr— Mr. Singiafela 
preaidea. 

27 Dee. *16 The Non^Biahmin Gongroia at Aaraoti— Raja of Fanagal pradden 

26 Dee. 16 Pdttical anfieier*! Coafeienee at Cawnpnr- Bwami Qeeindananda 

preaidM. 

22 Dee. *26 All India Hiadn Mahaaahha at Cawnpnr— Nr. M. C. Kelkar pieaidcai 

The Btatea* Bnhjecti* Conference at Cawnpnr— Mr. BaalDerlal Sani 

60 Dec. 16 AIMadiaMualim Leagneat Aligarh-Bir Ahdnr Bahim piaddea. 

81 Dee. 16 All-ladia Bceial Conference at Calentta— Brlinkta Bainla Devi 

Chandhniani preaidee. 



India in Home Polity 

July-December 1925 




All-India Congress Committee 

lolloiwiav m the Coll test o( die .lepoit, iwresenled hf the 
G eecm l SecMiwes lo the AlHadie Congtess C emmittee» for die 
frer 192$. The lepovt was en bmitted to the indioii Nalioiial Coogroio 
held at Cewnpnr in December 1925 

** The Aeoiiel Boport ktead bj tbe General ScersUrirt leat jmr leibmd 
to the agieeaionl entered into bgr Mr. Qendbi on tbe one bend, end Derb* 
beedbu C. B. Dee end Phndit Itotilel Nehru* eotiog on behalf of the 
Swerve Petty* on the other. In thia earaement it wea racoieinended that 
eertein impoitent ebangea be made in the Cotigreaa programme end Irenohke. 
The Belgenm Gongreaa aooepted theae raeommendetiona end adopted them 
In fnlL The progipaime of non-eooperation wee tbna anapended ae a 
national programme, except in ao far ea it related to the refuael to nae or 
wear ekito made ont of Indie, and the Gongreaa daeided to oonoentrata 
on the oonatmetiTe programme. In perdoaler. atreaa wea laid on bendapin* 
ning and Khadder. end a Titel obange wea made in the frenobiae. The 
aaBBil anbeeription of the Gongreaa whieb need to be fonr ennaa now 
bemme S4.000 yarda of hand-apnn yarn, payable at the rate of 3,000 yarda 
per month. . Authority waa giren to the Swandye P*Tty to earry on piditioal 
eelifitiea in the Gooneila on behalf of the Gongreaa. 

Khadder and yam Franobiae 

* 3. It waa hoped that a great impetna would thua be giran to the 
nMmr movement and the new franobiae would raanlt in greatly inoraaaad 
hand-spinning. To a certain extent thia impetaa waa giren and prograaa in 
the apraad of iniaAUr waa made. Bat the progreaa waa not rery marked 
hrtaly owing to the faoC that proper arrangementa were not made by moat 
piowinoeBior tlto enrolment of membera under the new franebiae. The 
aaamberahip hgnraa raried from month to month, the maximum profinolal 
dgufiae In any month being as IoUowb 

"Ajmer 19, Andhra 8,678. Amam 376, Bihar 1,539. Bengal 3,169, 
Banr 393, Burma 93, G« P. Hindnataoi 307, G. P. Marathi 911, Bombay 044. 
I MM 3M Onimt 1,803, Kamatak 1,134, Kerala 174, Maharashtra 7U). 
Ptodiih 331, Sind 318, Tamil Nadu 3.300, U. P. 1,443, Utkal 146. Total 
membeiahip 18,339. 

^Many of the membera were in arrears in September but thia might 
hafobeanlaii^dne to an expeetotkm that the franohiae would ba changed. 
The waa in hmt changed by the All-India Gongreaa Committee 

towasda the end of September. 

Unity Gonferenee 

"A The of the AD-FarCiea Gonferenee appointed in Mormn- 

herl 934 aMl in Delhi In the last weak of January and conferred for aoam 
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jS MLt^ODlA C01IGBB88 COmilTIBB 

liM A mb BO— mn to oooiidor tbo BMb MomIIb pooUM Ml fm 
to^^ ImI wm tiBolilo to ooM to m Mlifiototy oUtliaoiit Tho 0^ 
■ittoo wof thoioioro o^joorood ffM di$ md m mbmqami wtitif ol it 
iMltl^plM* 


**4. HinlB-Miialim relatiooi eoDtiDiiod to be itiBiDed ood oUiMfh no 
riolt eompomUo to iM jeor*t ootbreokt took plooe* mmh bUtoraon pro- 
▼oiM. A /raw' took place io Pooipet end oaolber at Kidderpoio noer 
OrieettOi lo IMbi and io Allahabod tbere woe oooeideiablo tondkiD oo tbo 
oooadon of tho Bakrid and the DMobra loopoeliTolj ; io tbo fatter phoo the 
o^bntioD of tho Bamlila being abaodoned. la LnokiiM tbo braoeb of loot 
7oar baa not jot boon made up or healed. Nagpor, boworor, affoid a 
pfoaaaot eontraat and a aottlemeot waa arrlTed at wifli tbo help of loadoxo 
of both oommoiiitiea The moat frequout oanao of friction now is tbo qoeation 
of plajiiig music before or near moaqUes. Tbe Oolbi Uoitj Cooforoiioo ooo- 
oadorad tbia question and dealt with it but fbeir decisions appear to be more 
hooeured in tbe breaob than in tbe obser?anee. 

** 5. Mabatma Oandbi, tbe president of tbe AU-lndia Congress Com- 
m i ttas, toured extensivelj during tbe year and wbersTor be went be laid 
jraat stress on tbe mesiage of tbe cbarkba. He began tbe jjsar bj touring 
in BAtbiawad and then went to Vjkom in tbe South to see for hnnaelf the 
Satjagraba that waa being offered to assert the right of untouchables to go 
along tbe public road^. His presence was rerj helpful in lessening tbe gaJI 
between tbe Satjagimbis and tbe authorities and in bringing a settlement 
nearer. He then toured in Tamil Nadu and later in Gqirat. 

** 6. Early io May tbe President went to tbe Bengal Prorindal Con* 
fereoce at Faridpur presided over by Deshbandbu C. B. Dm. He remained 
in Bmigal and visited a large number of diatricta 

*'7. Oo tbe 16tb of June Desbbandbu (Biitta Baigan Das siaddenly 
passed away at Darieeling. The whole oountiy waa deeply grieved and 
eatiaordinary and unparalleled demonstratioBa in bis •bonw took place in 
Bengal and claewbere. An appeal for a Bengal Deahbandbu Measorial Fund, 
te tbe establisbment of a women a boepM in Mr. Daa’s old borne rssulted 
In tbe collection of eight lakhs of mpeea. An AlHndia DeabbaoAsi 
Memcnrial Fund appeal wm also imued by a number of diatingBiabed signa- 
tories. tbe fund being earmarked for tbe propagation oMe spinning wheel 
dad kbaddar. So far a little orer ninety thonsaiid mpeea have' been 
eubasribed to tbia fund. 

* 0. Owing to tb. dMtIi of Dedibnndlni I>h> Mr. OnadU BMianlhd U. 
tear yngtUBtoo in otkw proTinoa nod itaiod on in BngtI. Mdotp in 
CMwifii to tbo ond of Angort 1939. Be derotod biwoeM to tte nellMlien 
el innd. for tbo Bengal Detbbandba Memorial Bind, la Saptmnbar mid 
Oetober be tonred la BiW, paid a brief tM. to tbe H. P. and went to Obtob. 

" 9 . SoM after tbo dntb of Mr. Da. aaotbar great bdiaa and Bngglato 
n piaoaar of Indian aationalini and twiae Pnaidwt of tbo Oangnam Sir 
'B ni op Mr aaa fli Baanjaa paaaml awag. Hia daadk tma noanad al wear tbn 


10 . Apaftfnaatbeaotiritieaof tbePraaidoatof ^Al^UiaClongran 
iilaa and to a oartain oitoot of tbe All-In^ KMi Band not mnh 



idonoonbabaltof tbeOoagNaadaiingtbepoai; Han w«n eoag 
ilii«a of tbs Worbftw Oeannilteo .aadtbe AUladiaOBiVinOoar 
Iht litter bat oafpaatt once ao far ialMI. apart ftort % aaaa^ 
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htld is Biilgwwi 00 tbe Mh Dooember 19S4 after tke Googrw. Tha 
Worktaf CooiBifetea hm aotettlijr mat 3 tlmat and 00 ana oooatioii :c aaakl not 
amat ter want ai a ^rom. 

Changaa in Gongtam Comtitiition. 

**ll. In Saptember tha All-liidia CSoogratt Gommittea deokied to revita 
tba Gongram ConatitiitMm .in antioipotton of tba sanation of tha Gongraas. 
loteaad of tha yarn fimnehiaa aa alterradra franabisa was introduaad— aithar 
fonr annas par aniinm or 8.000 yards of salfrapun yarn. Tha Committaa 
fordiar anthoriaad Mr. Qandhi to start an All-India Spinners’ Assoaiation 
as an integral part of tha Gongrass orgaoMOtion but with indapandant 
oiktenaaf and tiaqsfarrad all tba .assats of tha AU-lndia Khadi Boi^ and 
tha Prorinaial Khadi Board to this i^pinnars* Assoaiat’oii. This t .ssoaiatiou 
was formad immadistaly aftar and it has alrtedy takim eharga of tha All- 
India Khadi Board’s assats. It is acting *ss tha agaut of the Congress in 
regard to thh spinning mambars of tha Congress. 

'* 18. Tha affect of tha Saptambar decision has bean to ohanga antiraly 
tha outlook of tha Congress and par^ to rerersa the proooM began in 
Balgaum. From a body mainly doing, eonstruotiva and nation-building 
work, it has again beooma a pr^minantly political organisation and tba 
oonstmotiTa work has bean largely dalagatad to other and more speoialisad 
organisations. Tha Cawnpora Congress will 1 m called upon to consider this 
ntal ohanga ikada by t^ All-IndU Congress Committee and if it so will, 
to eonff rm it* 

• Affairs Abroad. 

IS. The All*lodia Gongram Committaa at its Saptambar maatiug also 
passed a resolution ezpraming its sympathy with the Chinese in their 
struggle against foreign domination and protesting against the dmpatch 
of Indian soklian to sopprsm the Chf.ieaa national moramsnt. Tba Committaa 
further azprassad ite deep sympathy with tha Indian settlaik in South 
Africa and fi»d the 11 th October. ai.> e national day of protest against the 
trastmant mated out to them. Kosolutioiis ware also passed against tbs 
Burma E^pnlsioo of Offenders' Biit. and tha action of tha United Stetea 
Oorammant in rafusiDg entry in the U'luted Stetea to Mr. Saklatwala. M.P. 

*’14. The Sooth Afrioa prote^^t day. October 1 Ith was ealabratad all 
over India by meetings in which aU parties joined. Tba Anti- Asiatic legislation 
passed rooently and tha Clam Areas Bill introduosd in the Union House of 
AammUy are definite brasebm of tbs Gandbi-Smuts agraamant and they 
baza bean raaanted greatly in India. But tba people bava bean unable 
to take any afiaotiTa aotioD owing to their ' powarlamnass. Mr. C. F. 
Andrews has raeanUy miled for South Africa and a deputation of Indians 
is oomiDg to India from South Afrioa. 

Vykom. Akali Straggle and Other Problems. 

” 16. Tba protrsotad struggle of the untooehablm in Vykom has ended 
in rialory for tbm and the roads in dispute have bean thrown open to 
them it was a remarkable test of enduranoa and paaoafol behaviour and 
tba Satytirabis eama out suoom«fuL As montionsd above Mr. Gandhi 
visited Vykam in tba aar^ part oi tha year aud his visit greatly smad tha 
The against ontoucbability was also carried on by him 

with vigour in Ontob and alaawbara and in aoma plaam much oppoaitioo 
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** 16. The Akali sitiiitioo took a foToanblo tarn daring the jfenr nod 
n Gurdnarm Aet> aoeeiitable in the meia to the Shikht, wae The 

reicrietioiui on the perlormanoa ol the Akhand Patha at Jailo in Rabha 
State were also removed and a luge namber of Akhand Pathat were 
performed there. The Akali priaonere hare however not been releaeed 
by Oovenimeut and no final eettlemeot oan take plane ao bng at a large 
number of reapeeted Sikha are in jaiL Oovemmeot insiatB on tiie priaonera 
giving undertaking which they refuae to give. 

** 17. The peraona interned under last yeara Bengal Oidinanee alill 
continue in internment or in jail inaptte of the repeaM and onanimoaa 
proteata of all partiea in India. The Ordinance waa aought to be pamed 
aa a Bill in the Bengal Goonefl. Thia attempt having fafi^ it was eotified 
by the Governor. 

** 18. The Cougreaa Opium Enquiry in Amam waa completed durtag 
the year and the report and evidehce have recently been publUed. The 
report is a detaiM and authoritative expoaure of the evib of the opium 
policy of Oovemment. Enquiries are now being carried on in aome eentres 
in the Puijab, Andhra and Oriaaa where the opium habit is prevalent. 

** 19. The Working Gommitteo m January laM appointed a Committee 
eonsiating of Syt. Totaram Suiad^ and Syt. Saapumand to enquire 
into the condition of returned emigranti in Northern India. Some Irork 
hM keen done by thia CSommittee but it has not finished its labours yeh 

** 90. The A. I. C. C. mee ting held at Balganm on tiia 98th Deeember 
appointed Syt Rqjendra Praaed to investigate the propoeale of the Bnddhiata 
in fogurd to the B^h Gaya temple and asked him to report within n month. 
Mr> Rajendra Praaad has not been able to preaont hia final report yet 

91. For aome loari peat there have been disputes batmen Andhim end 
Utkal provinces and Vtkal and Bibar in regard to their boundariea. Com* 
mittees and iodividuab have been appointed repeatedly to settle thoM 
dupotes but they remahi unsettled still with Che result that people in aome 
of the areaa afleeted do net know who to deal with and aometimoa go un* 
rapraaented in the Cbngreaa. 

‘*99. hfost of the Provincial Committees have not beau worldog 
properly and few have sent annual reports. It does not appear in most 
inafeanosa what, if any, oolieotibna wore mide by the provinoee. Probably 
little money wae cdlected by them. AU oolleotions for the Deshbendbu 
Memoriab went direct to the oentrai funds and the provineei got no pert of 
tiiem. Early in tha year, howevtr, Bengal under the teadenhip of Mr. C. 
R. Das coUeoted bkhs of .rupeaa for village rsoonatroctiou work. 

Kbodi Work. 

“ 99. The All-India Khadi Board had a fairiy active year. They devoted 
tbeaaaelvea. with considerable auooeaa in aome pleoae, to the introdhMtfoD of 
efifoieut buaineis methods in tha production end dbtrihution of Khadi. The 
Tamo Nadu Khadi Board in partieular have evolved a atabb and e f f ective 
organimttoo and ore piodooing a large quanti^ of good Khadi wUoh moeti 
with a ready sale to the fmaaediate neighbourhood and elaa wh er a . They 
produoed Khadi worth Ra. 7,09,788 during tte year, nod thrir mlaa imoiialed 
to Ba. 8,99,846. Their eentre, Tinipnr. kee become weB known all om 
India. In Bengal tha Kkdl PMMmn haa mada great progiem in Ml 
depaitnrtnta of Khadi activity and haa hoiH op a graat niiinlaat^na tM n 
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ItffftilAif of eAoioot worken. In BUinr good progroii ^o bioii Mdo ninl 
proteitioii and Mdat koTo both gone np romarkably-^IlM pfodootfes bolof 
non than double that of last joar. Andhra, lamcot lor ill fina pani and 
keantifal Khadi, hae not bean able to mak e ae nooh progreea an wm hoped 
or to jnstUj the piomiee of the prenona yeace. Alt the fiehliiaaioit 
fniilful one and with better organieation gieat progreea ia oerhda. The 
Puidab ie ateadily but rather alowH inoreaaing ita outpat and improving the 
9Bali|g of ita Khadi and at the eame time leduoing ita prioe. Work ia abo 
being carried on with aome aticoeea in Karnatak. U. P.. Utkal and Delhi* 
All theae provinoea aa well aa Aaaam and Bijputana oEer iminenee pood* 
bUitiea lor the production of good and cheap Khadi and all that ia n eeded 
money and effioient workera . # . 

“ St4. Many munieipalitiea and local boarda. apacially in the Unijled *Pio* 
wineea. have helped the Khadi movonent 'by aboliahing the ootnii dnly on 
Khadi and by introducing epiiining in their achoola. A recent onn^petiilion 
in loHi apinning emong the boye of the Ahmedahed Labonr Umon eehoola 
demooitrated the peculiar fitneee of tiie Ukli fer eohoole. 

Fmanoe and Acoowta. 


*"26. The Belgaum Gongrem authohaedthe A.LC.C.eo appeant ||ke 
auditoiB for the year, and the A.LC.C. in SeptenAer gave Ue 1 
the TreaeuierVho has appointed Meeere. Delal and Shah, 
aoeountanta. as the auditora of the Committee for the year. The 
have eodited the aooounte of the A.LC.C. oRoe and of a mmalier of • 
vineial Cougreea Committeee. They eie proceeding with their proviaeml 
endih 

** 36. A nnmlMr of realiiatioDs of old does were made hy lie 4JLCUI 
in the oouree- oj the year. The total realieatione were Ra. 64»AlA*10*tl. 
This figure includoe Re. S0.86S-S-9 of the Punjab Belief Fund and Maitiel 
Lew Enquiry Report Accounta. The Working Committae bee decided to 
keep the Punjab fundi earmarked for relief of pemne sulgeeted to Govern- 
meet repreaeion. the daima of the Puigab reoeiviog priority. A deteiled 
list of roaliaationa ii attached. 

“ 37. In spite of strenuous efforte to realise all the duee of the AH- 
India Congress Committee a great number of outeUndioy remaao. Many 
of these are bad debte and irrecoverable and the eooner they are wntleo off 
the better. Of the Punjab funds Rs. 48,031 ere etill lying with otben. Pt, 
Madan Mohan Malaviya holding Re. 46,843. He has promieed to tnnefer 
this amount but groat delay has token place in getting thie done, ^peid^ 
able diflBoultiee were experienced in the oourae of the year ia rtol wog the 
yarn quotoi of their equiviiente in cash from proviooee. ue Mime involved 

wen email but moat of the provinces have yet to pv them. Among tfaese 
ere Bengal* Tamil, Nadu, GiQrat, Andhra, Bihar and iioitad Provuya. ^ 

*• 28. The principal ^bursements during the yem were toe rootioe 
«iiM of the oSoM of the Oenoni SocroUiy end the l^Mrarwid ^ 
Anditor’, dwrgofc The only CMh Ktmnt wade w*. one of Rfc AOW to m 
ffindnitui Sot* DoL Other gr*nt* wore mode to foma ptomwa, the 

ohjei^ w** to write off .omo old duo* from them. ' 

“89. The opening heUnco with the Treoeoror inimiitM 9, Mm, 
l,49.7»L-lS-3. Hi, oloeing haUnee on 30th Norambar IMB 
1.74,S78-1S-S. the Irttor indiiding Be. ammorW L 

•nd Bh 34.873'7-0 earmarked tor other objaeta. Bton oielwimg m» rwgw 

S(a) 
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mmutM AMHiiM tba dtoilBg balasM it nol mii^ tbort of Iktopoiiiiiff 
fitltrfrtr^ Ihii porflioo it ntitltetorr tptdtUy tt no attempli tl toUttliag 
tatlt lor Um AlModit Coogrttt Ccmnittee were totdt; mott of tke toUtr 
tioot foiflf to tbt Dtthbtiidhu Mtnoriti limdt. In pttl jttrt a fixed 
tOBftt of inoome of the AU^IndU Congreet Committee bee been the half thtia 
iti die dakittet* feet. This bat now gone tinee the redootion of the delegatee’ 
fM to Be. 1 bg the Belgtiim Congreet. The onlj other eonroe of inoome* 
apart from donetioot* it the rent of the Con^eet paTiUon. But the 
paTiUoo it airbtdj ahowing tigne of wear and it not likely to laat bag. 
The Committee will thne be Itoed with difllonltiet in the future unlem froth 
tboioet of rtTenue are tapped. 

The Congrme library. 

SO* During the year the AlMndia Congrett Committee reoeiTed the 
libiaiyof the old Britieh Committee from London. Thit library oontaint 
oahuible bookt and old reporlt. It it at preient lodged in the Congrem 
Bonoe in Bombay. 

. *’ 81. A number of bookt relating to Congrem aetiTitiee were pnblithed 
during the year^ The retolutiona of the Congrem* the All-India Congrem 
Committee and the Working Committee patted in 19S4 were publiah^ in 
book form under the title ” I^ian National Congrem* 1984..*' *The Belgaum 
Coagiem report and the Aiiam Opium Enquiry report were alto publiahedr 
The AU-I 11 & Khtdi Board brought out a valuable Khadi Guide and the 
Khtdi Piatitthan the ** Khtdi Manual ” in the eolumet. 

** SS. An audited atatement of the reoeipta uk) expenditure of the 
A* I. il* C. ottoe from let Deoember* 1934 to Slat October 1935* it attaohed 
to thit report The Tremurer'a atatementa of acoonnta are alao attaohed 
at elm Halt of realimtiona and ou t a t andi ng a. 

"Thit report bat onJy been aigned by one aecretary at Mr. Sbuaib 
Qnrethi it touring in foreign oountrim and Mr. B. F. Bbarooba it unwell " 


The AU«lndie Congreaa Committee 

PATNJi-^asnD SBPTBMBBP 1925. 

In ioTiting the membera of tbe All-lndit Congrem Committee to attend 
the .mitlfTTg of the Committee at Patna to eonaider the ehangm in the 
Chugrem oonetitution* Mr. Gandhi wrote the following in tbe “Yonng 
ladk.” doted the Srd September 1936:.. 

kape that cftry Bmibav of ibe A. 1, 0. C., onlaa be k pnvcated by aaton a ten 
abummiMNaa^ wit nakai it a point to attend tba (ortbcoaaing aBcaUng of ‘the Comiitteo 
md laha part in ita dkenaaiont and legiator bia tote. The ebanga aongtt to be made 
tn tha Oanattinikn can only ba inatifled if there ia nn onanianona and inaiaient demniid 
tar It IMaiilBri^ and Snaktenoe 'can only be pioecd by every member attauding, even 
at emailafahli Inoouvenleooe and taoribee if neocmaiy. It will not do lor the membere 
to ofiema anythlBg at a feregeae eonclaaion and kttboee wbo attend do what they like. 

immhaai abenld realke that 1 have act worried them tluongbont tbe year and bet 
tar ttk oneiimMy* I woald ceruinly not have woiricd them now, In my opfakn tho 
mialhigMthe A* t C. CLaadlbe eipente attendant npoa it can only be wnnrnntid if 
a new tattiy bm le ba initiated or important reeolntkna of edneative obaiaeter are 
arinM mWv 
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*il k av kMMlM tML at ik» mm MtllHb > all mm Mrtl,to iMiBMaii iba 
miUla lilaaiW iMakHiai. 1 aaaM Uka tbMMa all KkaNaar ww t w aha an 
laMiMal la it* laaan^nilTTT aad aha b.«M aalaaMa iHkMiiaaa laaakaia.atlMlat 
Maa aMhar Ihn an Maabm a( thaA, I.C.C.araalLaBdad*iMBabaBaJ«a4iaaMaid 
at thkrlaMUM t» at t i a dL" 

Awo nijiul f tha AlMadk Congraaa OaaurilbM Mt «l PMw oo tiw SSad 
Hapf Wr with Mr. OMdhi Li tke ahair. Ata* 100 ambHa altei^ 
ft aafe ia aa iat aaaa atawaphara o r aa t ad bf tba alhtlMibiag topio of a 
ahaaga ia fta OaagNH Aaaabka. 

Gaadbi'a opaainK Baaafba. 

Mr. fhimibi, arplahring hh attitada tewaida ^ propoaed ebaaia ia tba 
Cb^iaai aoBUftotioo with ragard to tbe fiaaobto. aid Aat ba waalad Iba 
Hoaia to diaenw tha goaatioB a taU aaaaa oi raapoakfalHty. If toor 
lift that toa prapoaad ahaage iroald do ham to tba ooaatnr diqr ahoold 
rtfaat it. Bat if Otof ftit toat aa anatgeatf bad ariaaa aad that an iaipitaa 
■boaldbogiwBtotbaooantrr iqrtbaadoptioB of the piopoaad obaago 'thof 
Aoald aift taait a aiinatoaadtakefailraapoaiibilitrftr it. He bo^ that 
tba diMMtieaa would bo abort aad valoablo. 

PraUminaiy (Hioetian. 

Mr. fltoba aaiaod an obiaotion that a obaaga ooald oalf be brongkt 
br fba fnagriM Mdtitot the AU-Iadia CoagiMa C ow a n tt e a waa not a eoai- 

****^mS MaMlal MMtra bold that tbe Congtoaa Cfittii waa eom* 
fatontto iaiiMtho ohamo. 

Mr. Sriahwaa lyaagar bald that notoing waa to bo bald aaorotanot. 
Whan a obaaga waa raggiNd to being aboot bottor ooadiliont ia tba eoaatrx 
thag flboald fatwar it. 

Mr. San Oa ito bald tbag woro not able to work b ao in aa of tbo Iraaebiao. 

Faadit Malaviia waatad to diaaobro the piuoant bodg and olaet a baab 
CM Id ficrk widir c Mw f nMDDkfM* 

Mr, Oaadbi than gat tba goaation to veto. ^ OS to 7 rotaa. tba 
Ooaaadltoa owgcaaiad tbair doaira for a ebaago in tbo flnagraM aonatitatiOB. 


The Fiaachise Raaelatioa. 

Baadit Matfial Mohan thaa awaad tba foUowiiw roaohitioD 
Thb FBAMOBiag Qvbstioh. 

m la €((te iMt ttei iheiw ft a Maud fptm a ooatltftiable teetioa fa tbo 
OMMlQraiafiiloa oCtlwffaaohiMaad tbaiaft a cMnal o t ia taa n of oalalOB that. 
baAf mud to tba fiateat Ma it iga, tbt fiaaobiii i boa f d bo orfkadadg tba aiMadfa 
GMfMiSiiadBltiiMltaitbatAftloii THoCtbtOoaffattCoBMltatioabe itpaiJod aad 
laplMid tba iM Mb u 

ID Ifoij fMOBg aot dlo^MUM aaiv Arttolo IV aad of 

tSfaiSStlBoial OMfMi OMadttti^ ftovidid that ao pMa abSl bt a m m l m of two 
Ho Ida wburtHHo* Madoart fa iab S tollo a |1) daU btocatdtooot If tba 

CMStSTStkoaliittlMt bo bao l aocho d tfM joido of ootaJjr ofna m of tbo 
bolda^ oM dHaaiiig aa bio or ber yoariy a U a eri itioa t obaUoatfilotboboidor totha 
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MBbcnUp aeBtkmad la (I), pratidid that iw fit fatptit at irlirrMiig 

tbt aooaiaif of tbt mimm wida hv tlia Ali-lndia gpiiwit* AmstSmm, ttoilUlSa 
CaagMMCoflmitiMoraBy l^aeua Coagiaai Coamittat ar a^r Pih ITnaiMiai tlan- 
aadar ahall bata tha figbt to laapaat tha aaoooata, tha atabk, aM tba laaobaa ad tha 

AU4adia Sj^aaen* teaeiatiaB ^ ■**-*^*"‘^- niniBid, 

farther that, to Clie ataat of aay inaeoaracy or error dtooafarad hj tba body 

ia the • aoooanti, atook or*?oaehef8 eaaaitosd. tba oeniflaataa laaad by tbaAll-ladIa 
fiiyfoaen* Ataaeiattoa, ia laapaetof tba peraoaa with refanaoa to whoaa matoanbip the 
aaodaata bava baaa aaaaiiBiid, ahall be deelareu iaaaalM» ptofidad that tba AU-ladIa 
SotnaBia* Aaiaotitioa or tba paiooo diaqaalifiad tbali baaa tba right of appeal to tba 
workiag Comttitiea. 

Any peraon wiahing to apia for membarabip of tba Coogrea «ay. II ba or aha dniiaiL 
' 1 apoo dae aeoarity oitbootton for aptoniag. 

E ba yam for tba BMaabenblp abail ba raokonad frota tha IM Jaaaaiy to tha 
bar and thare ahall ba do redaetloo to the aabaerlptlOD to ba paid by OMaiben 
joiolag to tha nrfddla of tha year. 

(I) Ho paraon ahall be aatittod to ?ote at tha eJeotioo of rapraiaotatifaa or dalagtoaa 

OD any ooBUDittaa or aab-OQOintttaa or any Coagreaa organiaailon ohataoaaar, or to ba 
cleccad aa aacb or to taka part In pay moating of tha Congraaa or any Congraaa organl- 
aation or any Commtttaa or Sab-Committae thereof. If ba baa not oompiiad with 
aab-aaotlan (1) baraoi; or daaa not wear band-apan and band^woaen ^ polHioal 

and Oongnaa laaotiona or while aagagad in Congram bnaiiwiaii 

(6) All tha esiating mamben at tba and of tha year ahall bo antitlad to lanaia aa 
•aoh r.^ to tha 8 1 Janaary following, althoogh they may not hafo paid tbair aabaoriptloii 
for the new year. 

Bab>8aotion (1) ahall not afiaot tha rigbtt of thoaa who haea bean already lagiataiad* 
aa atcttberi nodar thr Article rapaalad, proaided tbair mambaiihip la otharwlia in oidar 
and protided fanber that thooa who ahall baee paid thair aaboaiiption, wbethor of 
aalf-apan or liaml-apnn yam, ap to deptamber IMS, ahall ba entitled to renmin Baanibara 
for tha oarrtnt year, though they may not pay any fnrthar yam. 

ConnciL WoiK 


(h) < Wbeigaa the Congreu, la ito 88th aeiaioii bald at Balganm, andomd an agiae- 
meat entervd into betwaan Mahatma Qandbi on tha one hand, and Deahbandhn 
Daa and Pandit Motilal Nehru noting on behalf of the dwara) Phrty, on the other, 
whainhy Ocngraaa aotlTlty waa reatrictad to tha oonatraotita programiha aaentloned 
thffeto and it waa gwovidad, Amr ohe, that the work in oonnection with the Caotral anti 
ProTinoial Legialatarea aboojd be carried on by the Swaraj Party on babalf of tha Congraaa 
and aa an tatagral part of the Congreia orgaoimtion and that for §mia work tbe 
Bwarafya Paify ahoald make iia own mlaa and admtoiatar Ha own fnnda and wbereaa 
iabaagneat Ofenta hafwahown that thia laatriction ahoaJd not oontinna under tbe alteiad 
etienmalaneai that faaa the oonntry and that tbe Coagreaa ahonid benoeforth ba a 
pradominantly politioal body : 

It ia rewlead that tha Congraaa do now taka up and aarry on all aaob political work 
aa nmy ba nceemary in the intareat of tha oonntry and for thia pnrpoae do employ tba 
whole of the nmehtoffy and f onda of tbe Congrem, mac and cm^ anoh fnnda and 
aaaata aa art apaclally earmarhad and belong to the All-India Kbaddar Board and tbe 
Piofteclal Kbaddar Boaida, wkicb ahall be handed oaar, with all tha axfattog flnaaeial 
obUga|Soae» to tha All-India dptonani' Amneiatioo, to be adminlatercd by it on behalf of 
iba Qingtcaa and aa an integmi part of the Coagreaa orgaaiaat lo n bat with independent 
noma naif asiatanof^profidad that tha work to the Indian and Provincial Lcgiilataiia' 
ahall ba carried cn by tba 8wam] Party aadar the ooaatitatlcB tramad by the party and 
the ralca amda tbareandar, aabject to aaeh modtacationa amda by tha Orntyitm aa may 
^ ftmd Pipaaaaigr from tiaae to tiaw far the pnrpoae of ennytog ant tha mdd pallcy. 

Tha Difouanoii. 

FtoidE NEHRU, in noTtug tlie raaolutioo. anid only 9.197 people wero 
gUe to pey tbair quote of yern. Could tbey. he aeked. pretend to heye any 
npvtolin^ nenberebipt Tbair praeot deaeod 

for . an elieiMet^ freoebiae waa baaed upon tba iaihira of t^ Yem 
Franobka. Ha <bd not abaalTa ^a Coograai workara froai blama. 
They a«kbt to teba into aottridaration that if they only opooad tha door 
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llup ■rniH gat tha aaaKbarahip of tka Gontraat inaraaaad oad a*an thoaa oko 
did ootjoiD tha Cbngraai. dna to tha yarn ftanehito. wooM join tha Oanginn 
hf piginif BMUicfa 

BtforrioftofeheSwftimiltlaotiTiljriii the Aeiamblyg Ptodit Molilal eekl 
their work io the Aeeemiblj hed been reooiniieed bj no leee e pereon then 
IbhatmiQi. He reelieed tM epinnen would be eble to derote greeter 
attention to epintdog bf joanfng th j Spinning Aeioeietion. 

Mr. GANDHI hoped the Spinning Aaeooietion would be eble to en hene e 
the priitige of the Gongreee ead would do eetire propegende lor Khedder. 
It wae in no wej formed in e epirit of hoetflil^ to the Gongrewa It wee 
not ibraied with the idee of eepluriog the Obngrees. He meinteiaed thee 
the Alhindie Spinneie’ Ateoeietion would purely be en eoonomio body 
looking efter the eeonomioel tide of the eountiy. Mr. Oendhi deolered 
that the AQ-Indie Spinnera* Aeaooietion might eren inrite Sir All Imem or 
the Mahende of Bibmer to patroniae Rheddar 

Beoommending that the Hooae ahould farour a change in the Congreae 
Copatitatlon in reapeet of the franohtae. Mr. J. M. SEN OtJPTA reminded the 
membera lAat in 1921 they bad broken the Conatitution orar end over again. 
In Bengal they had o;hrried tha work through the EEMutire Gommittee. 
The whole reaponatbility waa theira (the AlMndia Congreaa C^mmittee'a). 
ney were going to be law-breakert with regard to the proeedure ao th^ 
the work miiAt be carried on. When the Gbremmerit in Bengal arreated 

wofkera under the Ordinance every neceaeary meaaure waa adopted by 
a aim^ pereon. They wanted national work. They could not do it beaa n eo 
of the praoent franohiae. He apprahgpded that if they waited for a ekange 
till I>eeember, thinga would grow wome. In the meantime, if they a&pted 
a new franohiae, they ooold act more vigoioualy and amoothen the work 
of die Cong r eaa. 

Mr. Mahomed Ali aaid that if they wanted to make any change in tho 
Conadtution they ahould be nnanimoue. 

An Intereating Epiaode. 

An inteieeting epiaode took place when an amendment, td the eurpriae of 
the SwareJiatag waa paaaed denunding all Googreoa membevi to be babitnal 
uaera of Kbeddar. 

The voice of protect waa raiaed by Hr. Sen Gupta, who aaid that 
although Bengal Nadoffieliata had no objection to hahetnally uae ESmdte, 
grant diflcoltiea would be experienced by the Maharuahtra membera, wbo 
entirely diaapproved of aucb a propoaiticn. There waa every fear of the 
Congreae aaembeiahip dwindHag down. 

Several Swarafiat membeia, including Phndit MotUel Nehru, explained 
the difleeity of eolming every Congreae member to wear khedcim en 
every ecoaeioa. 

Mr. Gandhi gave a patieiit hearing and pointed out that the raaolotion 
wonld dip the fKage of the Swaidieta vrho were already avowed to wear 
khedder on eeiemeiiial ocmaiona. He naked the Hoorn to raeoneider the 

Mr. Gendhra appeal produced a deep effect on the andienee and when 
the gomtien of hahitnel wearing of khedder wae put to vote egria ft ww 
dalaoted by a laiye mefority. ' 

4 



a6 ALL-imu coBovam comarm Imm* 

. Ib tiM Bidit «f dM Mito> VMdft lfadMlliiM]UMi»afl«it 

th* CoovwH «M iMdiug oo afaioit aB yo iwN to 8— 

Mr. Sou Ot^ took it as aa iadBBaliaa m iSo Bmmi 4 IMs- So 
okalkniiad Pandit Makvifo to k iiwoi a ai aai k a r altfct fln a ^ ia 811 

nov flMotjr fmaoUia and sons to iha Osa agaia C i pa M to Mattoa 
Svartjiali. FOadit Mabriya had fortcMaa* aMd Mr. flaaO^tobtototoa 
Smaid Phrtir «•> an intsgral part of thaCsagnanaadtontaoaaaaMilho 
a Swart} ^***9 Mambor witoont haaoniag a a ^h e r af too OaaB>ML 
Pkadit Malariya know that he waa net aapported hr SMooaatqt. 11 m 
S waitJ Par^t eondaBed Mr; Son Onpta. raaliaad that thar wan aaiifkiK aa 
a poliqr which was boat anltad to tho aonntrr* Us wary day they wdd 
know they wen not saypoitad hr tba ooutay, they tooald yin ay llafr 
POllQJ* 

Monlaaa Shankat Ali on CoaneSantiy 

Maakna Shankat Ali roBarkad that ConneOwatiy waaanMnwaota 
of dna. Thair work inaido the -0000011 waa a nmnaBtily. Thar wwo 
nan^ Civing a ohaneo to tho Swart) Puty. heea oa a ha did not want “dwt 
otoar w^ yaidaa ahoold fo to the Conaoila. 

Dr. Patehhi Sitaraauyya romarkad that the Swart) had hatiayad 
tha trnat impostd on tbao. 

8wart)itt Mamhars : ffo> oortainly not. 

Intor. Pandit Motilal tocA strong oxeoptioa to this Masark. . 

Oithodon Mon-Go-optntora opposed tho olaoao in Fhadit MotSafs n- 
aoIndoB roqoiriag tho Congroas to toko op and aany on all soah poSdeal 
work aa nay ha noosaaaiy in tho intaiasts of tho eoBBtiy. 

Mr. Cbndhi. in oidar to Bako tha daaaa aum axplieit. by wayof 
an o Bon d niaiit, added dM words ** in a aco r danea with tha pTO gfanwB a and 
policy of tto Swan) Ptrty.*’ 

Those who opposed the olanse feared that the Congieat wonM haaer 
forth he a Congreie lor Coonoila and Aaaenhliea. 

Pandit Molilai protaatad eerwely against the onuaaion of tha danse. 

Mr. Sw Onpta pointed ont that they wore snppordng all tha daneaa of 
dko raaoindon reladng to spinniBg. aith the sola idea t^ An raaohitioB in 
da antooty wonld bo aarriad. It waa dnfair Ant at tha last atomnt the 
olMaa whiah tba Swarajists strongly lasourad should ha owittsd. 

Mr. OandU pointed out that no g n e s tioB of hononr waa iasohnd if tho 
olaoao waa aeeoptsd. Be appealed to orory ai sn ih e r to e nar a i ss Us own 
iadspendant jndgnoab 

Tha prorisioB waa etnisd. 

B asai nt io B CHiied as Altorod 

Tin mimmI fooolatiM nn fanodun trna pet no n tsholob an anaoBA^ 
•d> aabl caaiiBd. Tho dahala laolad for amn hante and a halL 

The maating adionmod till noat day. 


itaS. 

lit AJHndia OoNWia C aB Bi t t ai a ani h da d an tMaday aS a r a i apdi^ 
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A iMofailioa axpcMriog i^apaliif with ^ OUmm is Oair •traggla »Dd 
fiaMinK anin* the dacfiHteh of Indiu eoidien hj the Oorertiment of Indio 
winnriiM ChtnMB miMBMllt WIS fMIMfl lUIUliinOlltfar. 

The neohitioii fevooring the fonaetioo of o Pditieel Snfferete* Fond 
wee nM oat of older. 

The fioMMiftiMi oondemned the eotioa of the Unit«d Sutc GoTemmeot 
io refoeiiig jieeepoiie to Mr. Sekletwelo, Comanuiiet M. P. 

The Chmittee eodoreed the drift eonttib^oo of the Spinoeie* Aeeo ci e- 
tion Boved hf Mr. OondhL 

Other Keeotutioae. 

The AlHodio CoogreM Gomotittee farther adopted the foUowing leeoln* 
liootoo tbit dasr 

The Kspnlfioii of Ofleoden* Btil. 

** la tlM opinion of the AU-ladIn Conprait Coamitioe, the Expnltion of oflendon* Bill, 
now bafon the Legislntiae ConaoU of Bnnnn, whieh eeeke to aaihoriie the OEpaleioa» frooi 
BanM| of non-BnraHhiii who hate barn oonrietefi of certain orimiaal oAeaooi or ordtiod 
to famish secarity lor good hobaeioar, thoogh general in obaiaoter, seoMS principally 
aiaed at the Indians lesldeat in Bomuh. 

*■ The Bill reikiers iasecans the posltioa of the ladisas resblog in Burauh for trade or 
otherwise, and pats an affront apcm them, implying, as it dors, that there mast be mahy 
bad dharaolera amo%| Indian residenta rrqairing the drsatio ooarse of capalaton proridod 
for In the Bill. The Bill, atofcoeer. Ignores the fact that Burma Is s part of British ladle 
in thatte dterimiostes agaiast its aon^Barmsa iohabitsau". 

The 6, Afriesn Measce 

** The AUoladia Coagiem Committee ehpreeeee its deep sympathy with the Indian 
eettleis in Boath Afrieaa in their tioahlea, and asearei them of all the sopport that is 
within the power of tbs Coagiem to gite them to msinuin tbsir posltioa sad self •lespeot 
la Boath Africa. 

** la the opiaica of the All-India Ooagrem Committee, India sboa.'d not bsoome a 
pany to aoy scheme of repatriatioB, whether dmeribed as Tolaatafy er oMapalsory. 

** The Coagrem is ferther of ^iaiOB that the Bill proposed to be paised tbs Uaion 
FsiliamoBt Is issaifoetly a breaeh of the aectlomeat of 1014. 

** Tbs All-ladia Congress Committee eaggeets to the Ooagrese organisations io oail 
pablle sseeHags of all panias on tbs 11th day of Oetober lOiA to protest sgslast the 
tiestaeot melsd oat to the Indian mtUm in Soatb Africa **. 


All-1 ndia Spinners* Association 

The foUowmg » the dnit Conatkutsoii for the AlMadia Spinners^ 
AeBOCMtioii : *— 

** Whereas the time has arrived for the esablwaioeut of an expert orgaaiaation (or the 
developOHittt of hand-spinning and khaiMAr and, wber*^ experiMuce has shown that 
inch deeelopmeni is not poauble withoot a permanent orgaoiiaiion, nnaffeotiMl nnd 
aaooatrollcd by polities, political etaaDyes or prdiricai bodies, an organisation oalleil the 
All-India Bplnncn* Assoeiatioa is hereuy t'«>tao;ish«d, by and w db the consent of the 
AU-ladia Ceagiam Commiuee. 

** The mid Assoeiatioa shall eoasiM ut swmbeca who will l*o:<| oOloe for live years 
and wbo will form the Bxeeative Coa:«il oc tb said AsiMmiation. The Coanetl ehatl take 
over all the am rfe beloagiag to the s»l-ladia Rheddar Beasd and ehall diseharfe Ite 
oxfmlag iasisial sblifStioBa The Coaacil shall have the right to lafse leaae, to oolleet 
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MBpatfliit Mdiion efwj three moothei and penooe, auue or 
of age aad weerlag khaddar babitoallj eaay be cnroUed aa 
Bclaratton apfMsnded hereto (Bh opon depoeitia^ ae aobaertptkm. 


of b a wd ep i ani Bg aad fiMuldar, 10 gho 
CO khaddar ergaokatiooe kf mmj of Joaaa^ gffle of boootia^ to help 
or iaacitotioao whore haod^eptnolog Se taaghti to bolp or opao 
to aot ae ageoojr on behalf of the Co^reae, to reeafoe aeif-epoo jam 
OioohaoriptioiitotheCeagreeeaod lolaaoe eertifteatre and to do all that wmy he oao- 
oidere d neoaaity far the fatrtbemaee of ite obfeeti^ with power to aaake regalattae 
lor the oendflot of the affaire for the >aaooiaiioii or the Coaoeil and to aand theM is 
oooh nmer ae eaaj be oooalderod neoeaaarj Iroai tiioa to tlaea 

** The arahera or thie Cooaoil. before Ukiag «dBer, aball eigo the decla r atio n haeolo 
oppidod and narked (A). Vacano i ee, bj death, reeignatta or otherwiae, •ehall he flUod 
» the reeaaining neaahem All dedelone ehall be lakea faj a aaaioriQr of eoieo. The 
^oofl ehalltepan aoeofate aoooont^of all enbaeriptioDe, donatione and feee, whether 
la oaah or kiod, aod of all espendltarOi The book ehall be open to pohlio inapaetlen 
and eball be aodilad bj oonpetent andicora erorj three BBontha, and penone, nale w 
dc^ abo?e SI jeara 

I on eigning the daolaTation appended 1 
with the Tieaaorer or anj Agenoj dolj appointed bj the Conndl, jaide of ^enlj 
opon nnd well twitted jam of hie or her own ^ianing and who ehall oontiDno to deliver 
oooh jam to the aald Agenoj annth to month and, on failing to dditcr aooh 
jom in tho manner and Haw appointed, ehall oeaeo to be a member nntii be haa udd the 
jam die, ororided that anj jam indd to tho Anweiation for membeiehip of the rfational 
Oongreae will be oonaldeied pM of tM eabeeriplion to the Aaaoeiation. 

^ The dotj of ovorj oMmber will he to oarrj on a rigorooe propaganda for hand- 
minniBg and khaddar. The power of everj member ehall be to elect the membere of the 
ONneil after the ozpirj, faj eNb3t of time, of the preaent Council and to ebange Iqr a 
Chioa-fOofthe maiori^ the oonatitatlon. 

en in anj prorinoe 50 membere bare been enrolled tbej will elect from among 
lea aa Adfieorj Committee of five, to adviae the Coouoil about provineial mattere 
to the obSeM of tho AemciatioD. Thoee, who being unable to apin rcgnlarlj, 
paj the All-India BpUmanf Aeenoiatien Bil IS per jear in advanoe aball be eonaidered 
of the Aaeoofation end will be entitled to rreeive, free of eharge, oopiee of the 
, hanaaoe ehe et i and minalm of tho prooeedinge of the Council. 

ANRBXUBB (4) 

1 promiee faiihfullj and honcm^ to dieobarge tho obligatioiie of mj oflBoe aa member 
of tho ComMil of the Amooiation and give preference to the furtbcimnoe of iU ohjeeu 
r nil other work, pohlio or private that I might nadertake. 


ANKBXURB (B) 

** It le mj firm belief that the economic valTetion of the maMet of India ii impomihlc 
witboot Um oniveraal adoption, bj the oountij, of the spinning-wbfeJ and ite product, 
khaddar. 1 aball, therefoiv, except when diaabled bj illnroe or tome unforeoeen event 
qdndallj ter at leaat half an hour and babltuallj wear band-tpun and band-woven 
khaddar and in the event of mj belief undergoing a change or m j oeaeing to apin or 
r, 1 aball reeign the memberebip of tbit At»ociation * 



The All-India Swaiaj Party 

Death ot Oe sh be iid b u. 

Qn the 16lh Jwie Deehbendlio OkHianaiui Dtm, the Leafier of the 
Seaifd Artgrt aoddeolf pewed ewey et Deijeeli^ The mwt oonfuleed the 
netioe. The whole eenehrj wee deeply grioTed end extnordinery end un- 
peiimed deaenetmlieiie in hie honoar took pleee in Bengel end elaewhere. 
On the 18th June the body of the deed patriot wae bmght to Calootta to’ be 
erpmated It wee a wonderfnl demonetration of the lore and ef feotion of the 
ppople te their departed lender that Gelontte witneaead on that day. All 
Ghlontla wae oot to pay homage to the Oeehbaodhn. All elamet^ all partiee> 
all rneea. all t^Jobmd In an nnified proeemion of monrneirto the orematioti 
giwnnd* where the great patiiot’e remaina were oramated with unperelleled 

Mahatma QandhL who wae at this time touring lu Bengal* eanoeUed bis 
tonr programme and eaam to Oaleutta where he stayed to the oimI of August 
1980. The Mahatma*a appeal for a Bengal Deshbandhu Memorial Fond, 
for the eatshfishmaat ef a women’s hospital in Mr. Das’s old home resulted 
in the eoUealion of eight bkhs of rupees. Au All*indla Deshbandhu 
Meawiial land appeal waa alao iasued hf a number of diatinguiahed signatories, 
the fund being earmarked for the propagation of the Spinning Wheel and 
Kheddar. A IHtie orer ninety thousand mpeea were eubeoribed to this fund. 

Mahatma Gandhi'a first oontribution to the press on the demise of 
DeJibandhu appeared aa a leading artiole in the Forwaraoi the 19tb June. 
The following Is the full text : — 

’’Loiio Lite Disbbamdhv” 

** Calcotta demonstrated yesterday the bold.Desbbandbo bad on Bengal 
nayt India. Calootta is like Bombay, cosmopolitan. Jt bat people from 
all the pcouincei. And all these p^ple were at hearty partidpatore in 
she pmesdoD aa the Beogalit. she wires that are pooring in from every 
part of ladia emphailse the fact of hie all-India popularity. 

** It could not well be otherwiae among a people known for their grateful- 
oe«e. And bed c served it all. Ui» sacrifice was great. Hie generosity had 
no bottode. Hit loving hand was open, d out to all. He ae reckiem in 
in hie chacitioi. And only the other day wbtn 1 gently remarked that he 
might have hews dtsccunlnate. prompt came the re^y, 1 do not think 
i have loat by my indiicrimination.** His board wne free to ibe prince 
and the panper. Hie heart went out to everyone in diatreee. Where ia 
the jfonng mno in all Bengal who doea not owe a debt of gmtitode to 
Dmbnhaadhtt in aomo aimpa or other ? Hb nnrivalled legal talents were 
also at the disposal of the poor. 1 nndeieUDd tuat be deietided rnaoy* 
If not all. politicai prfeonera witboot charging them a pie. He went to the 
Pnniab lor the Pn)ab Inqelry end pakt bie own expenses. He caincd 
apsincely bones hold in tboee days. 1 bad it from him that he spent 
dailDg thnt etny in the Banjnb Ke. 50.C00. Ihie large^bcartcdnees towaioa 
ail who eongbt bie help made him the undisputed f uler ot ttoosandeot young 
henrta* 
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•«Hewtf MtartMaihtwMfMCOM. Hit Hoiaqr ntidM at Aailt- 
Hur took my bceatb away. Ho waattd im io d l a t a dcttvoiaaoe for Ua 
oooatry. He woold oot brook tko alteiatioo or rooMivot of aa adjodivo^ 
ootbenoiobewaooBfoaMiaAblotMit baeaoiobo lo^. bio oooatry oo wett. 
ooly too welt. Ho faro bio iile for t. He ooatrollod eaoimoat feroeo. 
He broofbt power to bit percy by bit ladofliitable leai aad peieeeeraaoe. 
Hot tnie fieaModooe oa^otiiig of eoeriy coot biia hie life, it wae a wUHog 
MCfliee. ttwaiaoble. 

Farldpor wat ble ciowaiog trinoiph. That atteiaaoe oi hit It a de- 
monetfittoa of bia eoMeoie reaMaaMeoeM aad etatewaaaahip. It waa a 
deUbeiate. ooeqolvooal aad tor him (as be aiid to me) doalacoaptaM ol 
noa-eioieace aa the ooly policy aad therefore political eiood for India. 

la coostractiag together with Paodit Motilai Mebro aad the diadpliaed 
•talwarta from Mabarasbira the great and growing SwaiaJ Party oot of 
nothing, he showed his determinatton. originality, reaootoefalnesa and 
contempt of oooasqneaoea after he' bad once made op hia adnd that the 
thing to be done waa right. And to-day the Swamj Party is a oompaet 
welMIseiplined orgaaiaaiion. MydiSerencea aboot the Conadl-entry were 
nod a^e fondamental. but 1 never d0ttbtc4 the osefolnesa of Coondl-eotry 
lo the po pose of embarrassment and continaoosly potting the Qoveia-» 
moot in ‘the wrong. No one can deny the greatness of the work done by 
the Party lo the Cotinc Is. And the credit for it most predominantly belong 
to Deshsbaodhu. I entered into the pact with him with my eyes open. 
I have since done my little best to help the Party. His death rendera 
it doubly my duty to stead by the Party now that the leader is gone. I 
shall do nothing to impede its piogress where I may not be able to help. 

* But I must bark back to the Faridpur speech. Ihe nation will appre- 
ciate the courtesy of the ecting Viceroy in sending a meatage of condolence 
to Sbrlmnti Beaanti Devi. I note with gratelulueas the warm ^butea 
paid by the Anglo-todian prese to tbe memory of the deceased. The 
Farldpor speech seems to have impressed most Bnglishmen with its trans- 
parent sincerity, i am aoxioas that this death should not end with a mere 
display of courtesy. Tbe Faridpur speech had a great purpose behind it. 

< t wns a generous response to the Anglo* Indian friends who were anxious 
for the greet patriot to make bis potiiion dear and make the first approach. 
He made it. The cruel hand oi death has removed the author of the 
gestnie from onr midat. But 1 would like to aseore Englisbmeo who may 
be dill doubtful abont the sinoerity of Deehabaadhu's motive that through- 
out my stay in I>ai}eeltng. the one tiling that struck me most fbrdbly wap ble 
otter stnoerity about that ntteraacc. Cannot th«s gloiione death be ntiUeed 
to beat wonnds and forget distrust ? I make a Hmple snggestlon. Will 
tbe Government, in honour of the memory of Chittnraajaa Das. who is no 
longsr with ns to plead the cause, release the political prisoners who he 
protected were innocent? 1 am oot now a s king for thdr discharge on 
the ground of innocence. The Government may have the best pi^ of 
gnilt. 1 simply ask for their dlsdiarge aa a tribute to tbe deceased aad 
without prejudice. If tbe Government mean to do anything to placate 
Indian opinion, there can be no more opportune time and no better inan- 
goration of a favourable atmosphere than the release of these pciaooert. 
1 have travelled practically all over Bengel. Public feeling, not all neoes- 
■atily Swarajist, is sore on the point. Hay the five that burnt yesterday 
the perishable part of De riia ba u dhn also bum the peiisbable didnist. sus- 
picion and fear. Tbe Government may then call a cootaMce if they will, 
to consider the best msana of mesting Indian demand whatever It may be. 

** Bnt we will have to do onr part, if the Government are to do tbeifv. 
We most be able to show that we are no qne-man chow. In tbe wor d c of 
^•.r. Winston Churchill, ottered at the time of tbe war, we mas; be able 
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4 PBar TBB GANDBI-auaCKIBlAD OUITBOVBKST 

th* Pi^iab SSSm mPimmirnam appMjrtb^Sm 
iootlltfi iMr Mmli ii Wt tenth* bine.* Caabotli 

pnrtte M tlmg ate ti tete g o th to cte* tte mte ? Dteabaatej 
M ft ballmr ift mad krftn Wd tte£Date 

tewl flst tete ■■ ^ diiftftinft ? Bvt pMtepa tte pfnlftdft to It la ft 
aaolliif ol alt Ite pftftte oft ftwocaamon pUtfona. Daateteftdha waa 
MSim to It* Ha ooold be bitter In aoeablog of bla oppofteola. Bet 
dmiai my atftj la DeijealiBg 1 doft't reoMiftDer a batab ipoid baeliif eaoaped 
bla Upa aboftt a tefle {Mtloal oppooeot. He wealed me to belp all | 
ooold to bilBC all partlaa togetber. it la tbea for oa edocated ladlana to 
giee eftect to the eidoea ol Dettehaadba aad reaHie tte ooe aaibltloa of 
bp Imaaedlataly italag a ter atto ^ te ladder of Swam) eeea If we 
may aot riae to tte top Joat yet. Tbea may we all cry from the bottom 
of oorbaarta*Daibabaadbaladaad. Loag live Deababandbo. 


The Gandhafiirkenhead Controveray. 

Qd tte 7tb Joly IMS Lord Birkeoheadi ibe Seoretary of State for India. 
wkmAM ta impoitant atatemeat to the Lorda with regard to bia eoofereooea 
with the Vloeioy legardiog the loAao problem. The apeeob of the noble 
lord waa reoeieed with otter diaaatiafaotioQ by all partiee in India. Mahatma 
Qaodbi <iniddy reaponded to the needa of the aituation ereated by the 
Seemtaiy of State’a apeeeb and gare a direot eballenge to Loid Birkenhead 
ealling hie apeeeh a deoeptiye one* In bia organ '* Young India ** of the 
SSrd Joly the Bfahatma wrote 

A DnoiPTiVE SpggOH. 

Lord Birkenbead'a pronoonoement ia deoeptive in a doable aenae. h 
dom not read aa harah on aeeond reading aa it did on firat. bot it dimppointa 
more on tbe aeoond than it did on the Srat The barabnem of it ia unintended. 
The Seeretaiy of State ooold not help himself. ' He haa apoken aa he has 
felt or ratkm been eoaohed to feel But hie promisea are only apparently 
alloring. A eloaer pemaal leaToa one under the impreaaion that the maker 
of them knows tlto he will nerer be oalled upon to fulSl them. Let ua take 
the moat tempting of them. It oaya in effeot» produce your constitution and 
we will consider it’* Is it not our thirtrftTe years’ ezperimice that we bare 
made petitions that we kape comndersd to be perfect bot that they haye been 
ndeetad ’’after careful considemtioo ” I Haying had that enperienoe we 
dropped the bagger’s bowl in 1930 and mada op our minds to liye by our 
own exertion eien though we should perUi in the attempt It is not 
dmaghtsmanahip that bia Lordship really mka it is swordsmanship he invites, 
with the fpll knowledge that the invitation will not be and could not be 
aooepted. The evidence is in the speech itself. He had before him the 
Minority report of the Muddusan Committee. i.e. of Dr. Sapm aad 
Mr. Jinnah. two among the eleyerest lawyers we have in India and who have 
never been gnilty of crime of non-co-operation, and one of ghom has 
been Imw Member of the Viceregal Council. They and their coUei^ue have 
been told that they did not know their business. Haa then a constitution 
framed by Fandit MotSel Hehiu and endorsed by. my. the Right Honourable 
Ckimvem Saatri and Mhm FaaK Huasain a better chance of favourable 
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Moeption t b not Lord BirlmlMlf s offer n tr»p for the nnwuy to bD in f 
Soppoiiiig an hooeet oonetitiition it diawo up jngt to meet the proMiit eitn* 
•ti^ win it not he imaedbtelp rofuded ne prepoeteroos and e omel M B f 
inftntteljr le«i offered in ite eteed f When I wit harder twentrdn jean old 
1 wee tanfcht to beliere that if we wiehad to ba aathSad with 4 annaa we 
mnat aek for 16 annaa in order to get the 4 ennaa. I nerer learnt that l aaao n 
haeaiiae I bdierad in eakiog for joat wha I needed end fighting for i^ But 
I hare not failad tO ohaenre that there waa a great deal of troth in the reij 
praotieal adTiee. 

** The ailiiaat oonatitotion hacked hj foroe whether riolent or noo-rMenL 
will reeeire the prompteat conaideiation aapeoiallj from the British who know 
only too well the raloe of at leact one kind of foroe. 

The Commonwealth Bill. 

Thera ta the Bill taken to England hj that tireleaa aenrant of Indiat 
Dr. Beaant. It la signed hy many eminent Indians. And if soma othen haye 
not signed it, it la not beoaose they will not ba aatiafiad with it bat beoaose 
they know thet nothing bat the waste paper basket is its destiny. It baa 
not bean signed baeauaa those who bare refrained do not widi to be party 
to the insolt of the natioo which its aommary rdaotion will imply. Let Lord 
Birkanhaad say that he will aoeept any reasonable oonatitotion that may be 
prepared by a pa^ or parties overwhelmingly reprasentative of Indian pablle 
o^nion and he will hare a oonatitotion in a week's time. Let him pablioly 
aasara Dr. Beaant that her Bill will bare erery cbanee of aoeeptanoa if ft is 
endoiaad bf Pandit Motilal Nehru and others whom he may name and I shall 
undertake to aeeore those aignatares. The feet is that there is no sineare 
ring almtit the offer. 

" It is no bolt of the Seorebry of State for Indb that bis offer does not 
read ainoara. , We are not randy as yet to demand anything* Therefore, 
naturally it is 'for the British Ooremment to giro and for us to rrieet, If what 
is offot^ is net deemed enough for the time being. For us what the new 
rnmmandarf n rhinf oonsidexi as unattainable is the only thing weith Kring 
for, fighting for and dying for. (hie's birthright b never unatbinable and 
Lokamaiw fought us that Swand was our birdiright. The definition of that 
Swand ^ to role ourselves although we misrule ourselves for the time being. 
Wa, the English and the Indians, are in a hopeless muddle. Lord Birkenhead 
thinks the British Government are trustees for our welfare. We think that 
they hoid us fo bondage for their ewn benefit Trustees never charge as their 
commission saventrfire per cent of the income of their wards. His Lordship 
says we cannot be a nation with our 9 raligicns and 110 languages. We 
contend that for all practical purposes and to protection from outside the 
Indian border we are one nation. He thinks tiiat non-oo-oparatiou was a 
dreadful mifo^. T|ie vast midority of us think that it alone awakened this 
sleeping nation from ^ tapor, it alone has given the nation a force whose 
strength is beyond measure. The Swand Poifo is a direct result of that 
force.* He says that in Hindu-Musaalman diasensnons the British Government 
have 'kept ^eir hands unsullied.” It is the certain belief of almost eveiy 
Indian that they, the British Government, are principally responsible for most 
of our quairah. He thinks that we must co-operate with them. We say 
that when they mean well or whan thsM la ehangs of heart, they will eo- 
opeiate wifo us. He says that no gibed badarareas to nmke use of the 
Ifoferms. We sat that Messrs. Sastri and Ohinfoasani, not to meaTion otiieri» 



I9jei.t'ai] TSE ll%HAT)I\*S C0.>frRIBUnO2l j} 

«•» «iimg^ to aaln to* Btfatai a mMM batiaavltoafklltoa 

fo^wil-ii to* «arU totod Art tiNf «mld ask do aa. ftowtoiidhi 
■hnwd a way oak Oa ottar itoada 

Rrapato tor CfMi Bariatoaaa> 

" Bok wliat hope ia khare ^ Ida offar balag la a toad ad toiakha apiiik to 
wUoh ik haa baab madat Than an dia ditfanat Ttowpaiaka wUeb aadw ai^ 
ud ladiana. aaa khtaia aankniywiae. U khan aay ahaaea Aaa oi 

fiadiay a aaaanaa BiaetiBg maad t 
Yetf tiMirs ^ 

We the twa people ompf ea mmetanl poeithNi» i.ea« of mien end 
mWd. We iodteiu moat oeeee to thick that we ere the roled. That we oao 
only do when we hare aome kind of loioea We eeemed to think we had it 
in 1981 and ao we fancied that Swand coining inaide of a year. Now no 
one prophecy. Let oa gather that force— the non-? iolent force of civil raair 
tance and we ahall be eqiml. Thia ia no threeta no menaoe. It ia a hard laet 
And if 1 do not now-a^diqra regolarly critteiae the acta of oor "rolera^ aal 
uaed to do before, it ia not beeaoae the fire of the civil reaiater Ima died down 
in me but beeaoae 1 am an economict of apeechi pen an8 thooght. When I am 
ready L ahall apeak freely. I have ventured to oritidae Lord Bitkenhead’a 
proDooncement to tell the bereaved people of Bengal in particular and of India 
in general that I feel the onintended prick Lord Birkenhead'a apeeeh Joat 
aa much aa they do and that whilat Motilal will be fighting in the Aaaembly 
and leading the Swaraj Phrty in the place of Deahbandho 1 ahall be leaviat 
no atone untorned to prepare the atmoephere needed for civil reaiatanoe— a 
vocetioo lor whiob I aeem to be more fitted than for any other. Haa not the 
ainger of the Oita aaid. ** Better by far ia the performance of one*a own 
'Dharma* (doty) however humble It may be» than another’a however loftier it 
maybe.’ 


The Mnhktina's Qmtributioa to Deshbaoidhu^g Memory 

The challenge of the Mahatma waa never accepted and the Secretary 
of State'a bluater was exposed. The views of the Mahatma were mdoimd 
by all people and all partiea and the nation did not believe for one moment 
that the Secretary of State was at all aerioua. 

In view of the situation created by Lord Birkenhead’s speeoh» the 
Blahatma felt that the authority and influence of the Swarai party need to be 
increased. Accordingly, after "having attended the meeting of the Swand 
Party Council and the Working Committee of the Congress at Calcutta on tiie 
16th and 17th July, and after an informal discussion with the members of the 
A. I. C. C. present on the occasion, the Mahatma wrote to Pundit Motilal 
Nehru, the President of the Swany party, offering to absolve the Swang 
party from ^1 obligations of the Belgaum pact The following ia the text 
of the correspondence that passed between the Mahatma and Pt. Nehru on 
this occasion : — 

The Mahatma's Letter. 

Dear Panditji, Caleatta, 19th Jaly *95. 

Daring thaw few days I bave been taxing nyeelf what epeeial exelosf re oontrtbntiea 
1 can make to the nmnery of Desbbaodbn and the eitaation created by Lord Birkenbead'a 
spseeb. And- 1 have eome to the eonelnsUm that 1 sbonld absolve the hwaraj Party 
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kmU MHoMmm wmdu Ibt fM ImI ymt. Tte mmh of lAit Ml It tkat the 
ClfiM Mid M lesiv bt petdeMtaeatl j e tpieslBg tf eittloa, 

1 iMapdii thei Md« tht tHaeita eteetod hf the epeeeh the eoUieiilf ead the 
hteMt ei the fiwm) Plutj Mcd te he taerteied. 1 weald Itil la mj dvty if I 
Mgieeled a liBgle nep withte mj powtr to iBeneee the ureiigth of the Hxtf, ThieoMi 
hedeMtf theCSiireMhiieoiwee piideadMatty polStleel bodj. 

Uadcr the the Cengfcoi eetieitj it reetrie^ to the GonetnMtifo Vrognmm 
mmtkmtd therete. 1 leeag a le t thei Um icMrictlon thcNi.d Mt ooBtiaae oiider the alteied 
rtlMBiitiaei Ihet ftoet thi eooBttj. Kot only uo I, thercfote. pereonellj ebiolfe jim 
fMi the iteMelta, bet I pr o p et e to Mb the fertbeoBhBg tMetlogef the A. 1 -. O.CeeuDittee 
tedo llke«lie<*ead pbwe the whole ■Mbinrfy of the Co&gtMi at year diiponl to at to 
iMblt yoa to brfof befoie that body iooh political rceolatioos at yea nay eoaeider 
MMMaiy la the latereet of the oeaatiy. la faoi| 1 woald have yoa argavd aie at year 
dihpHal la ail aoob aaiten la which 1 eaa ooBMieBtioaily eem yoa aad the Bwara) Pai^. 

Paadil Nolira*e Reply. 

DnrllaialMiii^ Caleatta, Piit Jaly * 25 . 

The BwanJ Party it oader a deep debt of gfautade to year gcaeroae lapport oa 
the Ifiaparable loie.lt eaetalaed by the pmaaiaic death of itt arcat leader, Deebbaadha 
ChUta i a ah ai Sea Tea have bow ndoabled that debt by the aeble efler eoataiaed la 
year letter el the nth Jaly^ It leeaie te aw that the oaly way to repay that debt ie 
to aooept year efler la all haadllty, aad otriee with year help to tteettheidtaailoa 
er e M i d by Lord Blrkeahead*a epeeeh ia the ipirit of the laet proBoaBocateat of Deeh* 
baadha aaido el Parldpar. 

Leed Birbeahrad mm» to have eperned the hoaoaiable OD-operalioa oflued by 
Reihbaadba, aad to haie attde it clear that ia oar itraggle for tnedoai we have itill 
to faoe BMtay «aaaieeiaiTy obitaelea aad naay ill-informed oppoaenti. Oar plain daty 
at Ihii atafi ^ thercfote, to go ahead along the line ehalbed oat for ae, and prapam the 
oaaatiy for an eflanive ehallenga te the irrceponiible and ineolent anthonty. lathe 
werdaef the great Fbridpar epeeeh, **We ehall fight, bat fight elcaa,** net forM^ting 
that ^ when the time for eettlement oomee. ae it ii boand to come, we have to enter the 
Teaoe Oenferenoe not ia a-ipirit el arrogaaee bat with becoming bamility, eo that It may 
be ttdd of ai that we were greater in oar eehievcment than in oar advendty.** 

Toa have now enahkd ai to fatfil the meeeage of Deebbandba with the anHcd 
elriBgIb of the Ceagrem at ear back. Oadcr each aaepieee we need enteiUin no 
miegiTingi aboat the raealt which can only be what it bae invariably been in all agee 
aad eoaatriee— the altiaeate triampb d right ever might. 

1 deiire to eay one word aboat the peat from which yoa have ee generoaely abedvcd 
the Bwarai Forty, he yon know, both • Peebbaadha aad I had no deeire to have the 
coadltioaa ol the pact altered in tboeoaiee of the year. We wanted to give it a tail and 
fair trial and it wae oar wieh te help penoaally in every way in ambiag it a eacoeec. Ill- 
healtb and many preeeeapatione pievonied no both from doing ae maeh for it ae we 
bodwiiheA Bat I earireiy agace with yoa taai a new eilaation bae been created by 
rOQCBl evente^ and aader the eireamitaaem the Coagrem ebonld withoat lorn of time 
adapt ileelf te thin eitaelioa by makiag itmlf a ptedomiaantly political bedy. I, therefore, 
wetocam year eSer. Tbfe, hewrver, doee not mean that the Coagreee &»eJd give ap ia 
any way the eeaetraotivt p^ramme. All ear efortt woald be of little avail if they 
are not beohed ap by the orgi^eed etieagth ef the nation. « 

We ehall aow go ahead ta f all o*«afideaee with car woik iaeidc the Coandle and 
nntakla In the ooantry. Aad if the ocoettoa dtmaiKle orgpnierd aetioa in the oeentry* 
I need net eaiari yoa that the Bwara} Party will whole-hcairtcdly help ia each aetiviiy. 

Aooordingly the tnogf or of power into the Swangigtg* hnoda wm oon- 
plalad hy the AIModiB CoograM Comnittee at Patna on the 23nd SopttBiber. 
<IMP. 17 ) • 

Hie Geae w J Coondl ef die Swaiei Pailjr 

Ob the IMh ' Jidj the Geoml CooBeil of the Smnj Faitf at CBloiitu 
adopted a raioliitioe ofieiiBg eoH^pMatioo to the GoTanunaiit od hooeonbla 
teneit ae niMMtefl Iqr Deehta adh a Dae ia hie Faridpor epeeeh. Tito 
leeolatfoB eae draltad hp Mahetaia Oeadhi. who was pveeaat « e datie* 
aaiihed ekiter. 
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Ilb& Briniam lymar awved tiw foUoviag iMolation. whioh ww 
V S«o OaiMa uid otiMti. 

C3»«nBit]oii Ml SoiioinuaiB Vtein. 

n» G6Mnl Cl— bH af lit Smnir* ^Brtf« wUlik tlwriiv «Mi th» 
flOMtqr cte dMf «tM. aDivwMQr •^rMMd, om tba anddM 
•■d iBrwnitiirii daaA «! iDMib>«dlw Omi fatla 

Aat^fMt]rliMlaKCitifoand»rMidJBiBllilda gaiSi. arba kapt 
it fMB barn ia Iba oddat at da h ahl M aoidtadltjaBMtrf 
frai vMh7 te iMtayndiMPtito tiM pul 9 ftjteodaidiflf 
aiif-MMiiM aad djaaifliiia for vhkb Hbt Fbcfo ia tha 
MaaiTof AadaaaaaadChMadaht. ahfok it eaa aaaar bava 
ta law Iba Caama foadaia ta Sbifoaati Baaaiib'Daai«id 
Iba fiiady iti lawaalfiil aaadalaaa8a> 

Tbb ■aatiagai ^ OtaanJ Oaaaeil ef Aa bfrladia Bataaiipa Ibfor 
nbaOf aadanaa tba lanriatati wgaadiai trfohaaa aad Iba Maaat 
tbaiaaf aanMiaad. aad tba afiar af baaeanddi 
aaojai a tiaa wtib Oa Gevanaaaut aad Iba aaadMaaa dhaaaaf 
W daaa. fo tba Faridfar avaaeb— datadtbaladdaraf Mvt 
lM8.-of tba iaia Praridaat af tba Fbitir. niiabaadba OUlfor 
laajaa iW 

The CmuieQ boaarer ragrati that Iba laaaat vraaaaaaaaaat af tha 
Bight Hou’Ue the Seoataiy af StBH for la^ ia *tba Haaaa af 
Larda ia aat aolr aa raw** fo tba lata FraddaMTaaffar. hat 
an tha aoatniy ia ealoalatad, hr laaaaa af Ma taM aad laagaaga. 
ta Biaka tiie Aangae af baaoanhia m ogantiaa dMadlb V aat 
inpoaaiUa. The GeaaeilthaNfara aaaa fo that vneaaaaaaawat 
ne reuoB for a laeiaioa af tha palhar af tba 8wai4fa Ihitg» 
hot will ba piaparad ta raeeaaidar ii» if tha faal daeiaiatiaa ta 
he made tha OoTeraaiiat af India aad ra f a wr ad ta hy Laid 
Birkeiihead. ia foood ta ba at all adagnata ta ueat tha ragairr 
aaaati af tha aaiitfog aitaatfoa fo foa eaaatiy. 

Ifr. ITBMGAR aaid the raaaintina waa aa dfopaaa ta Iba Swaigf IkitBr. 
thaagh it waa aiildly worded. It aeaat that tha Swaiaf Bw !•* 
kept the door open for farther aagotiaHona and if Lord Birhaifoood ehoaa 
he eoold agree to their tanns of boaoarabla eawporatioo. Tha Swa^ 
Party waa powerful and well'diieii^inad onon^ to aaet any ehallaaia of ttw 
Goeornaaeot by poruatant ohatrnetion. 

CSoatfoaing. Mr. SrfolTaaa Iyengar clearad aanM of tha MiaoaaeaptianB 
wbi^ prevaiM on the very idea of eo-operntfoa. He adapted that Daoh* 
baadho Daa gaea a ohanM to the Cotarmnoat fo hii apeaeh at IMdpar. 
Tha Saeratary of State *bad diagraeefolly apnraad it Lord Bjibiahiaife 
attitoda waa inanlting. bat tha Sward P«r^ would not ba doing a wiaw 
thing by raiterating their faith fo the notion of their dead lendar. Load 
Bfrkaabaad had aaid nothing. Indiana olao warn aakfog for nothing, anopt 
eowpeifoioB to bononiable torma. Lord Rrka nh aad had aaid that tha 
door waa open for a agoti at ioBa. lodia’a reply waa that bar door waa olna 
open to Laid Birkanhead. Tha Sward Pwty know ita power. It did not 
aoihit aay faronr from the OororiMnont. It demanded wte waa lagilimata. 
If that daamad waa not mtiadod the gome poHay of Wgorona dhatnmtfon 
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r . Thay wara saUag a I imak aonfeatioD of what ihttj ware wiOing to 
Thar# waa no ohaoga in thair polkqr. 

Mr. SEN GUPTA niada a Tiaoroiia apeeoh for half as hoar. Ha aaid 
aMhoiiah Databaodho Daa bad made hip position qnite elaar bf oondamoing 
riolaiiQa in his rainarkabla manifaslo the party ahonhi ra-atata its yiaws. 
Thair Party oondaasnad Tiolanoa. Ba added that whan they bagan non-ao- 
opamtion thay peraairad that ao*oparation was possible with the Gorarnmant 
at least whan ihqy would comply wiUi ike national demand. Ha appealed 
to the House to adopt the resolution and giro one more ahanoe to the 
Gorammaot and Lord Birkenhead by adopting the resolution. They would 
ahMa by the wishes of their dead Chief. 

Dr. MOONJI emphasised that thay ware for honourable ao-operation. 
Their Party must refuse te accept office under the present eireamstanoes. 

Pandit Motilal NEHRU thanked the members of the Swaraj Party for 
haTiny elected him as their President. Ha assured that the policy marked 
out by Dasabandbu Das would be followed. He found in the resolution a 
true expression of national feeling. They had eondamnedi on the one hand, 
the amp^ speech of Lord Birkenhead, while on the other tbpy had offered 
^im the oUre branch which was offered by Desabandbu at Faridpur. 

After further diseossion the original resolution was carried. 


Split in the Swarajist Camp 

Mr. Tihbi Aocxpts Omoi 

Ob the 8th October 1986 a Gotamment Communique announced from 
ShnlatbatH. M. the King-Emperor has approTcd of ^e appointment of 
Mr. & B. Taaba, Prcsideiit of the Cental Provinoas Legiihitira Coundl 
and a member of SwariQ Party, to be a member of the ^DScutiTe Council 
oi the OowamoT of the Cental Prorinees in suooeasioo to Sir M. V. Joshi. 

TUs announeement gave rise to eoosiderable political interest through- 
out India. Mr. Tambe was sleeted Prasideiit of the C. P. Council by a 
Imga majority of Swarajist votes on the 4th March 1995. Aeeording to the 
Swan^ eonetitotioa. Mr. Tambe. as a Swarqiist Member, could not accept 
lAa peat without the eonaent of the General Coundl of the Swarq Party. 

Mr. Tambe’a Statement 

Soon after the announeamanti In an interview, the Honlda Mr. Tambe 
in ia m e d the Asaoeiatad Preaa that ha aeoeptad the poat of the Exeentiva 
Couneflhwr in hk individnal eapaeity and not as n member of the Swans Party, 
nor in pufananoa oft the policy of the Swarai Party. Though ha has 
not ioriiienygtaMnsd the mambarihip of the Swand hta appointment 

.Ra ^ ^ — — ■ — ^ Aa Mi ■ ■ 9 mm ■ Am m mm 


Pt. Motilal*. Statement. 

O. the IBth (Molwr Fuidit MotiU Nahni. tk. PtMidnt of tiM Sum.} 
IMsTi iMwd «ba foOowiiiK rti t Maeu* to O. pm. oa Mr. Toib.^ ap|)Mirt> 
BWt to tk. Ezmathr. Cwadl oi tk. OoM P t o f ia e m : — 

“Ik. mat. nodmd from tk. tkrw Concrw PrariBwi froai okkdi 
tk. BMBba. oi to. (X P. lagUaUr. CouMil u. dnon. mawljr. G. P. 
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nilMlu4 C. P. Ifamhi «ad Bma ttoirllillb a R.IMktdifM 
nri^ kb ■■■ktnkfp of th* PtaviMbI or of tko <buril fk# 

kdbro ooooflbK oiho ao •-Mbhor of Iko *■ —* < ■» fVuMtifl of A R. 
tbo O ownwr. Ho oolid oalirilr on Ut ova ioMoliTO tad mfOoiMibk 
viboBt waiaMin oriaiowBfan oaf of tkooo bodiot. I wa Jnioiriiod-^llMl 
ko kw aov t o adorod kb iwirnorion. bat ko kao aot' yot npibd la av 
♦tlttfim, aikiai bin to oaad mo oath axphaatba at ka aiight kafo to ofhr 
Ib iHliiioBtion of the ifeap ha Jila takaiio . 1 luiTa a maaliiis of lha 
SiaeiifeiaadE tha AU-Iodia Swand Fartgr ^ Nafpar oo tha lal NofMbar» 
to daal wilh Mr* UMoWt laaifiiitioBo and otter mattan aoooaolad #itt 
tte C. P. Lagidafcira CoomII in oooaiiltation with Ite jdiit maatifli of tha 
ProTiooial Swand Oommittaaii of tte thraa Congrtni piorineai naniad atera. 
Tte daoiaiooa arrirad at will be dalj an w maaad in tha praaa. 

Mr. Jaynkar’a StatomoBt. 

On tte 14th Oetobar Mr. M. R. Jajahara Laadar of tha Swand ftetp 
in tte Bombay Gooneil, azpraaaad hit opinioii on Mr. Tamba'a a^n in 
tha foDowing atatamant 

'* I am bound to aay tiiat Mr. Tamba'a aooaptanaa of thia ofloa ra* 
praaanta tha growing waaknaaa of tha Swaraj Paity, whioh haa baan maoi- 
faat for aoma tlma. 1 do not aaa mooh diatinotiont azaapt in ana or two 
taehnioal aapacibi between Mr. V. J. Patel aaoaptiiig for a aalary paid oot 
of tte 'taiotad' aonroaa of Govarnmant, the Praaktantahip of tha LagialatiTa 
Aiaambly and Mr* Tamba aooeiAing EzeontiTa Oonnoillonhip lor an aqiii% 
'tainted' aalary. In both oaaaa thaaa %wo Swanduta hare baan toat to tte 
Pai^. Tha Patty ia daprirad of tha benefit of their aatira oo-opaiption 
in oarrying on ita work. Thaaa two are rendered dumb and Toioa k iaa i and 
are in raoaipt of aalariaa paid by a Government daMribad ia tha old 
pbraaaology aa " aatanio.” 

" Whan tha Swany laid down the rule at the time of ita forma- 
tion that ita mambara ahonld not aooapt offioa* no diatinotion waa audor ao 
far aa 1 ramamban between nomiiwtad and alaetad offioaa* Tha nndar^iog 
prinaipla waa a donMa one : (1) that all important man in tte Party ahonld te 
▼igOTonaly oarrying on tte work of tha Party amongM tha people and not 
be trammallad te the raatrainta of ofBoa and (S) that the aabiy pidd by the 
* aormpUng * Govammant ohoold not ba aooaptad. Now» both thaaa raaaooa 
are aa potent in Mr. Phtal’a aaaa aa in Mr. Tamba’a Nay« thpy are more ao 
in Mr. Patafa oaaa baeanaa of hia oonragaonaf anargatio a^ fighting pro- 
panaitiaa* Tha Inaa of Mr. Patel to tha Party ia far more ragrattabla from 
thia point of viaw» than the loaa of Mr. Tamb^** 

“ Phndit Motihra aooaptanaa oi a plaoa on tte Skaan Oo mmft taa atanda 
on a different looting. Notwithatanding that laah ha ramaina availahla 
to the Party, with hia energy and infioanea» to aarty on ita work openly and 
in pnblia. 1 aartaiiily leal that tha time haa aoma whan tte Swarpiitta 
aho^ meat and raoonaidar their programme. Hitter it haa a o aaaadad 
or not aoaoaadad. II it haa anaoaadad, atrangthan it up. Make If more iim, 
atrong and unalterable, ao that andt lapaaa may baooma impoaaibla* Par- 
acmallyi I would raoalJ to tha fighting rmnka all thoaa who have baooma 
atipandiarily dumb and mute. If, on tte other hand, tte programme baa 
not auaeaeded, then let ua ba boneat and true to onraalvaa and our eountiy, 
and proclaim that in the aharad oiiaunBatanaaa of tte oounliy our oppoaition 
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to «ht linrtoMiinr oM* to toha — lifcto tan, tort Ita ttac Im mm 
vkM an vImm ai VMto> iitaWMi. ami tontiwtiTO iM f ii to ib i llto 
to to tohn. wtthoto tariMtai. tor Ita toad of tho onator> liko 
honoafohto. onmiMW and totrito lB aao «a ahoold «qr that «a riMll 
aoMi* tiMM aflaait witkaHttato ritki, tataaM wo tool Hw eaaTtaio^ faaiid 
aa it m $9 aaaat, that «a dan eaa aaro lha aaaahqr. 

"Ihia atop to««im too riak of batag adaaadatatood. bat that tiak 
baa' to ba na.' Braiito will pcara wbalhor w, Aa Swaiaiiata, toaaau dim 
and aneomptod bgr tba tomp totioBa at otoaa. Wo moat bal^ toko Aa 
laad. tototita to ba jadgad Ip Aa araato. Bat aopAtag ia battor than 
Aa piaaant haitp: Owing to it. and the e o naa q ae at ia da dnjt a n eaa, Ao 
SwaaM Ba^ Ar aa ton i . mp aooo, to baaoaw Ao laaihiagnadc of Aair 

Mr. Kalka.'t*a Statanaat. 

gaiiaadto bto aptotoa on Mr. TaatbaTo aaea p to a ea of oBaa Mr. N. C. 
Eatkar. Aa laadar af Aa Mahanahtra Baatof Paitf, Tafaniag to Aa talagram 
of aaapatoladiaa ha aaotto Mr. TaaAo. aaid:— “The to tag nim 1 aaut to 
Mr. Tamba ana a paraoaal oao. Ha ia a fiiaad of aatoo and aaa a friend 
of Aa lato Mr. TBak whoa Aa Makanp Oaae aaa being a aad n atod at 
taanagahad taaabMhiaa pear age. 1 aiaapa anaaidiiad UA aa a larei- 
haadal aaaa aadaaa ahaapa toking a eoMMeBaanaa riaa of thfnga. Thnaaforo 
I Aaodto it aap dnip to aaod bim a pa ian aa i tohgnai eapi aaaiii g aip 
oongaaMatiaa aa bio paraoaal good foitaaa and aiao tor Aa toot that hia 
gaaaanl maaito aaaa Aaa laaagniaad. 1 took it tor giaatad. ahoa aaading 
tap lalagntB, Apk ha aaaat haro aant n hie naigBation of Ua OMmbefahip 
of Aa B aa t i tf nwtp baforo aBaoptiBg Aa oBar of finaaolira Coonaflioiabip. 

"I an At pefut of Ao bhaao that ia boiag laid on btoa hot toehnioalip 
1 do not an anoA diBaiaan batann tUa and Mr. Mohin’a aaaaptonaa of 
i aooaiaatod aaot on tba Shoon Committoa, at a tinw ahan the Saaini Barip 
rohadfd aot aopmaalp proride for aoA aaoeptonoa. bat I had ^riaed 
itedit Motlal to aanpt Ao poat boeanaa, in nv opinion, Atoga aaro bound 
to aona loaad to raoponairo eoaperatton. Tha arniurtigg to the poat of 
Boaaalito fleagafllar ia loaponaiTO M oo p a r a t fan, tor, u I ante to Bandit 
MoAal tohn adafAM Urn to aoaopt mambanhip to Aa Shan Conunittoe, 
aroip on noa tritaa it tor grantod that Am ia a aoMof didatonM 
batwoaa a Sanafiat aaaoptiag poat like that and aomo oaa ain doing it. 
lha aBaatoHlp to Aa SaaiajiBt ia l aeog ni aad to ba di Araot from that of 
Ao noadhrandiat. 1 do oat tUnk that Ao paaaing to a men rota of 
eanaon on Mr. Ibnbo at Ao Bnantira Oonaeil moating to Aa Sanaij Baitp 
«ffl help malton noA. Tho timo bn oaon whan Aa Saaini Battp araat 
taha a hnalar rtoir to Atoga aad gira gmator faeilitiM for totiadoatog a 
obM to OffoAfoa toaida Aa pma m a to Aa Uorannaant 1 am anm 
AA’ AooiA toahniwHp at fault, Mr. IbaAa map ba raUod upon tor 
aahiiiTin to tha B p aa nti ro OaonoS to Ilagpar. what Mr. V. J. Batol ia 
•oqpMlntodoto Aa Aaoamhlp n Aa Br ari d a nt , oad Ibadit Motflal on 

MB WM^WEo 

Mr. Kalo’a Statanaat. 

On Aa MA OttAorMr. T. M. Sale, a hading Warainliaf m aaa h a r to 
tha 0. B. fagMtoipo GaaaaBtont Bainr,toteal:-- 
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**Th«re it alitoliiltlj no troili in tikt timtitfonii tttdt by otrltifi 
DMiptpem tiiiit the eetion of Mr* Ttiiibai in amptfng the EieeatiTe 
ConhoOiordiipk hat the normal eappoit of the Bmr Swartiittiu Mr. 
Tattbe haa no ineh rapport, ini^ or outside the Counoil, except 
peihape, of one or two of hit friends, who along with him, were trying 
to form a ministry in C. P. All Berar Swandists Tiew Mr. Tambe*s action 
as taerilegioas unpreoedenteJ in the political life in India. As the 
silence of the Berar l^ers is already being nisconstnied, Mr. Kale thinks 
that this repudiation is neceeiary prior to the party meeting which is arrant 
to be held at Amraoti on the 35th instant*’ 

Pt Neluu’a Reply to Mr. Jnyakai’a Statement. 

On the 17th October in the course of a press interview, Pandit Motilal 
Nehru stated the following in reply to Mr. Jayakar*s statement 

“ I can only express my regretful surprise at the statement reported 
to have been made by Mr. Jayakar on Mr. Tambe’s action and the general 
policy of the Swanj Party. I cannot conceive how a gentleman in the 
position of the leader of the Swarajists in the Bombay Council could 
possiblv commit himself to the opinion that the difference between .Mr. 
Tambe s acceptance of oflBoe and Mr. V. J. Patel’s is merely tedmioal. There 
is a most essential and substantial difference on general principles between 
the one man accepting an office in the absolute gift of the Government and 
another accepting office to which he is elect^, not only by the suffrage of 
his own party, but in the teeth of Government oppositiori. 

'*It will be remembered that Government block not only vpted solidly 
against Mr. Patel, but made unusual efforts to secure the votes of those 
dependent upon it Mr. Tambe, in office, is a creature of the Gbveriiment, 
pure and simple. Mr. Patel in office, is as much an elected representative 
of his party, as he was out of officj. There is no doubt one important 
difference between Mr. Patel in the* Presidential Chair and Mr. Patel on 
the Opposition Bcrah. In the former place be is to decide impartially 
questions arising bitween his party on the one side, and the Government 
and other parties on the other. In the latter, it was bis businem to put 
forward the case of his own party with all tIjjB strong and ability he 
could command. The difference is the same m there is between a Judge 
and an Advocate, but is limited to points of order and procedure. Mr. 
Patel in the Chair is fully entitled to have his own opinions though he may 
not express Uiem. Th^ is a situatioD, which frequently in inter 

party mattcra, quits indcpsndsntly of the Government When a joint 
meeting of two more partiee is held it hae to be preeided over by ra member 
of one of the parties concerned, who is duly elected.^ In agreeingvto preside 
such a member is a bound by the aamc obligations of fairnesa ana impar 
tiality, aa Mr. Patel is in the Presidential Chair of the Aasemnly, hut ha 
does not thcrehy ocase to be a member of the party to which he belongs 
nor is released from the nndcrtakingi he has gi^^n. Apart from theao well* 
catablishcd, general principlas, the oonititotion of the party, while It clearly 
and abeolutaly prohibite aeeeptanoe of offioe in the gift of the Government, 
equally elearly, providee th^ ” the Party may adopt one of iu own members 
or any other eloetad member of the Assembly ee a oandidafo for aleolioa 
10 the dfioe of the Premdent of the Aseembly.” It will be thus be eeen 
that there ia not the remotest analogy betwaan the two eaeoa. It it not 
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traa th it both maa hava baao loot ta iha portj in tha aama aanaa. Mr. 
Patel will on the expiry of the tana ol im dfiea, be free Inim ittn iinila- 
tions I hare mantionad above and raanma hit plaoa in tiia paity.aaa 
faU-dadgad SwanQiit. while Mr. Tamba has eat himself off oomplsitdf from 
tha Party, at the vary ontaat. and. aaa never hope to Tatam to It. 

“ I cannot understand how Mr. Tamba s action can haso a waahanuig 
effect on the future issues. Bf his action he has only shown Mmaelf up and 
left the Party .as it was. 1 do not know what Mr. Jayahar is ratarriog toi. 
whan ha spealu of the * present laxity of diseiplina.' Thm have baaii. and 
will always be, black sheep in every dais. Iha mare dafaolMo of a member 
does not show a^ laxity of diseipline. It all depends upon how tha paitr 
cular member is dealt with hy tha party and Mr. Jayakar woidd have dona 
well to wait for the action wbieh is going to be taken by tha Exeeutiva 
Committee of the Oanaral Connell, ol which he. himself, is a mambar. It 
is painful to find the leader ol the Party in tha Bombay Gonnetl profaesing 
ignoiaiice as to whether the par^ programme hae auooaadad or not. 
Mr. Jayakar's remarks about tha party aetion * like honourable, aomageona 
and patriotic men ' and * honeatly putting the case before the eleotoia * are 
quite out of place and unwarranted. He doubts that the reception aeooided 
to Mr. Patel in Bombay was genuine. All I can say is that 1 see no reaaon 
to doubt the genuinenesa of the reception and that, in my judgment, the 
public ol Bc^bay appreoiated the position more correctly than Mr. Jayakar 
has done. They honoured Mr. Patel, because he wrested the oflBee of the 
President of the Assembly from the uowiJiitig bands of the Government fay 
the vote of his own party and that of other independent and impartial 
members of the Assembly, and also beeause, having accepted the office, he 
dIsoWged ita dutiea in a manner which has extorted the adniiratioii of 
friends and foes, alike. Mr. Tambe ean expect no such honour, however 
ably he may dieoharge the duties of his new office." 


Mr. Jamnadas’s Rep^ to Mr. Ja y/p w u 

Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta, President of the Bombay Swarm Party, 
expressed that he was pained at the statements made by Mr. Jayakar. iq his 
interview regarding the TamSe incident Mr. Jamnadas thought that the 
main object of ^e interview appeared to be an indirect ^ea for the 
removal of the reetriotions bioding every Swaimiat in the matter of aeoeptiiig 
any office under the GovemmeDt But some of the ftatementi made, mid 
Mr. Jamnadaff were not altogether fur. either to Mr. V. J. Patel or to the 
SwindPhrtl The attempt to treat tha ease of Mr. Tembe and Mr. Patel 
ee more or lija similar wiegtoo ridieuknia for words. 

Mr. VukU eontinued:— " It pesoes one’s undentaiidinf how aiiy publie 
wifn in touch %illi the eurrent eventa ami. paitioalariy. a badms Bwmigiit. 
can commit himaelf to stutomenti abaolutely at variaiiea with reali^r* It 
is entifely outrue to say that there has been any want of discipline in the 
Swenlbt Fhitf befere the Tambe ineident. Mr. Jeyakars indioeieet 
interview is the aeoond earn of bieeeh of discipline in the Swans Fuigr. 
Buring ttem two ipgrettabla lapam. the Swanp Party hm stood like onoi 
meat eolid and strong, under the lesdmahip of Pandit Molilal Nehru. Tha 
determinatioQ of the SwanjhAs not to aeoept office, remains unshaken I 
am af nid that those who enteiteitt the eontiarj view will soon find ihemaelvm 
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wuiMIml IndaadU I go farther, end laj thet, if eren the SwanM ^erty 
It ee IlhidTieed ee to eooept office aoder the preaeot eiToameteoeet. thet 
day the Phf^ will loee the eonfideoee of the pablie. 


Qoettion of Aoeeptfng Office 

** It k idle to pretend thet there het been eoy chenge of pablio opinion 
io thk matter. It remaina decidedly hoetile to the leceptenoe of office. It 
k pieetaely beoaote Mr. Patel had woo the Preaidentiel office Io the teeth 
af the OoTemmeot oppoaitioo. end beoeiiae Mr. Patera election waa e rictoxy 
for pablio opinion over Bareeucretie oppoeition. thet Mr. Patel ia receiving 
theee innamen^e manifeatatiooa of poblio cooidenee. It ia a pity thet the 
elaiy .of Mr. Patel, ea Preaident. baa been exploited to diatort the real 
poattion of the Preaident of the Aaaembly. It has been auggeated that 
Mr. Patel hea been rendered * atipendiarily, dumb and mute.* Ilia, to my 
mi^i k the unkindect cut of all The ailcncc epioined on the Preaident 
of the Aaaembly k not baaed on the receipt, by him. of a aalary. which k 
quite a aubaidiaTy matter. Salary.* or no salary, the Preaideiit of the 
Aaaembly» like the Speaker of any Phrliamentary inatitution, has to take 
the vow of honourable silence, with a view to tbc efficient and impartial 
discharge of his duty, in permittiug Mr. Patel to contest the election, ^e 
Swarpjists had two or three points in view. One waa to indicate that they 
were the laigeat political party with tbc greatest influence in the country ; 
aeeon^y, that the Oovernment had really no bold on the Aaaembly exoept 
00 the nomin^Aed men, and thirdly, that if the view of the Aaaembly were 
to prevail, the Swarajiat view, and not the official view, would be tho 
governing factor in the oouotry a affaira. I elaim that, by the election of 
Mr. Patel, aU. theee pointa have been oompletaly eatebliabod It waa alao 
their ohjeet to eetabliah that there wae no office of honour ^vhicb an Indian 
jould not fulikjfith credit to himself and bk country, if only he bad an 
honourable oppqfj^nity. The Presidentship of the Aaaembly waa not a gift 
in the baoda of thedGtovernment. Indeed, it waa secured for Mr. Patel io 
the teeth of offioki opposition. Therefore, 1 think any caviling against Mr. 
Patel's aeoeptaoee of the office must be traced to reasons other than tho 
interests of the Swanu Party or the country.’* 

"Mr. Jayekar should be the last person to complain of laxity of 
dkeipiine. when he did not hesitate to aeoept membership of the University 
Committee, which was a purely nomin^ed office, and, when he readily 
undertook to see the Viceroy, when he waa in Bombay, in Daoember last, 
both theee thinga being against the ordinary policy of the Swaraj ^arty, and, 
lor whkh he had not obtained any speeial permiastoni 

*' Mr. Jayakar u driven to thk absurd ooneluaion beeayae the real 
tendeoqy ol hk interview k in the direetioo of proving that the poliqy of 
non-eooepCaiiee of offiee has failed. Therefore, he tries to And aeraptof 
proof and little bite of evidenee io ibe strangest pleoee and. then, oomee to 
the oomlbrlable eooelusioD, that there k a growing laxity io the Swarqfkt 
laoka, and, therefore, a recoosideritioo of the programme has become 
impeiative. As a amtter of feet, the Ssraiaf Party is thoroughly dkeipHoed 
and kemiyiugoiit ka programam aad polkv, with as mueh determioatioo and 
teoaokf •• it piumked to the electoratee.** 
g 
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Witltto ft Boatli altar iIm A* L (X (X Banting at Mnii tha U* f • 
foUtieal CaDfcraiiaa waa callad at fiitafiir ta inaka Us owa laaasaMDdatioo 
to tiM Coogiati lagaiding tha Patna daeiakin. Thia CSoofaiaoa aat on tha 
leth Oetobar nndar tha Piaaidaiiay of Maalana Shankat Ali and waa 
attandad bj a l maa t ail prominaiit Coograaa ajd Swany Partgr loadaia. Altar 
Uaodhi had apokaa on tha ehaogaa in tha Cnngraaa aonatitntiaui tha 
propagatioo of Charkha and rillaga raooaatnicion» Phndit Motflal Nahm 
tha laaohdion an Ika Patna daaionnai la tha aanm of haa 
hpaadi ha aaid :•— * 

U «M not Moai for a tobordiaato orgaaftatioa w kappoft aay aottai takoa hj a 
Ugfaer aathorliy, iaoh ao Uic A. 1. C. C. aaooalilKdlj waa ia wamoa to tta Hovlaoiai 
Caa^wi Coiaaniiflt. Tta%oiiari«, bowevcr. wa» amaary ia ttia oaic, aa tha imiailoa of 
aba A. i. C. C. waa paaaad in aaOeipauua of ooattnaaaitta ty iba Goagnan If waa, kbare- 
iaiOt qaiio propar for tbfa toatwaBoa lo auAa ita owa fiaaaiaaimlBnnaa ta tba OoagiaML 
' Aara wcra loar potato in tbe Ittaa laaoiokloa, wbiob laqaliail ouaaldaiattaa. Iba 
iial waa Uia obaaga of tba Coagnaa liaaabiaiq tbonlw tfwoiad, wblab, tba aprabar 
baltaiad, waa^ ta tba oilattag oiioaaHtaaoaa, a aiap ta tba rigbi diioonoB, aa ft raablad 
all Iba paittaa to rally moimI tba ataadani of tba Coagnaa il they waaa rt n p aaad to do aa 
fba oacaad waa tba aaaaiftatioa aad tatabHabiiat oi tba AU^laaia gpauwia* itaaobmoa, 
Habataadl bad apahaa at gfaat kagtb oa tba aatfaet aad ft waa banuy poatabia lor tba 
ipaateta saha oat atioagar oaaa fa lafomr of tba aaw faatftatfaa tbaa Mabataialf bad 
4mm, Ha waiy bowatar, aaaiooa to aataa bia owa attitada, aad that at tba aaty auga 
aatabw of ftwaiafiaia wbo baiiaaod ta apfaatog, qafia oiaar. Tbay tally ballafad ta ali 
Iba potafhfHtfra of tba obaika pal at ad oat by MabataBji Bat UMy iifd not bold tbat 
Iba abarha waa tba oaJy tbtag to wbiob tba attaatfoa of tba ooaatay abaaM ba oaatlaad. 
fbm mmt, ta Ibair optauoa, othar aoiiaflka wbiob aboaid alao batabaa ap^ Tbat 
bjwofo r did aotanaa tbat tbry wara taditlaiaat to tba abaiba aad 4bl not wnb to ataba 
n oi gNal a aaooM aa Mabataad* daafiad. Bia owa ayatpa t biB iwwo wbola baanadjy 
witb Iba Ali4adfa aptaatra* AaaooiaiiaB, aad ba amptoun tbat tba bwaiajiaia woata 
Jala ft ta larga naabiia. 

Tbalbfidpotatioba ooaaUciod, tba Fbadit ooatteaod, waa Iba itaOBipiUa, by tba 
roagnai, of an taob polfUoal work aa augbt ba aaaaaaary ta tba taiaiowa of tba ooaany. 

Tba foaitb potai waa aNiaiy aa olf-obaot of tba tbfio, aq tba work ta lha bgfaaitBioa 
irao only a part of tba gaaaiai poUtioai work. It loqafiod apcotaygtaiioa ao ibcro wtm 
dpiolalbboaBiitaBOiaotlBBdtag it. Tba Bwaiaf Party tad iaid|kB Ita tinaalttailiai 
■iiil BinaiaBU and workad ft witb oonoUaiahla aBOOtw daring «ha aal two yaai% and 
tlwaofattaitBMBof Ibfagi^ tbat ttay abonid aoattaaa tbalr work an babaif, ana ta tba 
Tbaiawaa a grrat dtai af ■f aaano tp t f tn abont tbfa oiobm of 
ttaPMaaiokolatton. It waa tabf, obfthy» by tbaaa oatafda tba pw ii at GO ng iw a aigaata 
Hon. tbat ft waa wrong to band om tba dtaotiaa af tba polfifoal aotiiltfai af tba 
Coagrtoi to oat patty aad to pat tbat party ont af tba aantrol at tba OMgraia ao a wbola, 
Holbtag af Ita kind had, ta laos bm dana, Tba OMplatai woo bawo on aaoatlio 
Bbowioiptfiai. tatb af tba iaagaaM of tba laoalntfan aad at tba ntaatfan wbiqh B waa 
taftadfd to waot, Tha BwaiaJ Paity waa ta tba aatnie af a gotag oonoam laoUi^ anon 
Imiiriailiaio wbfeb wara lowitlai fat fu eaiaicaoa. Tbat galag oonob bad boon tohdi 
door by tba Congiani with tba in t aatb ai of mnatag tt to tba blot adaoaiOgi, ana tat 
tor Ita pmpoaa af olonbg B tbaratom anhuaUy pni ta obaigt of tbota 

who bad attabtabad It aad bad galaaa taparianaa ta n a a ag ta g B. Tba llwara|taa bad 
lataa aw tba anaagooMeat. itiytag on thaw oua^lb to k^ B ta ihoir owa kaada 
agatait otbor part fra, Ant ibaio waa nathtag to pi a aant day othar party liiai taking ioOr 
paMntaoftfttaMrBQ— iSffftooniddoaaby BaowaanpmariOioagthi 

MobaiMglBad, ta bn ■parab, gliaa aaob aawfit to ita ilwaia| finny ao ta hB owa 
opiaiin, waa Ita oaa. Tta apaainr obdond ao awo. Ba wobm otapty draw nnoBiton 
loatataataana n oa jy andafniatofpiattagita Ptaaa wanlaft an. Wtao ibqi roioiaifta 
aata waa that tba atomoiy nadibaaiiona ta tba laloi laid down ky ita Bwarta Hi|y 
moald ta vado. fioai ibna to tunr, ky tha Gongraa *far tha pnrpoaa of oonytag oat ibo 
raid potay*** 

It waa argacd that tU«a woida obablcd tbc Congiw tnm immdumg with ita 
party ia any way ta ita Caanefl work. It waa tina tbat Ita taadHneatal pCaalpIo on 
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wtaMAMldaol %• M whift «b«t 

wp iwiiii «f tkt PiMty. MttM Hi Mnftqr, lli«. It tMt fintd ilMA n* 
•lii^catteoMhftiidi aUtMbMMNiiaraitMbM onMt m ftiMplim 
■Mdag Qnwmmmtni fegr ^ ^ eaforot ow 

aa«vtaiidM«vaMloMlh€MU^nd.ifttl» «ltar JhukI» iImII lashide^ 
inMi^ aU inpi MMMfj tetlitgndaalvltbdiawalaf tldttoo-optimtta 


hf tiM f tap l i «’ tkli Matty, althoat whkfe U It tepMble for Uw bomoenMy to 
MiMte Itiilf*** tkm MW pol^j «M f w iii od ia tko itittad pragriawo Iwato la 
€ oloa tt % la Aa gwt> ItM, ia the folJoving terwt : ** Mow t^ Bwaia) Party dcelarw that 
tha gaildlag ptiaoiyii of the Party la odf-MliaaM la all aetlvilko waieb bmIm lor Um 
hoah^iioirthaC too aatioL aad laalataaoo to toe bawaoefaoy, ao it lapcdw too aatioa'i 
poegww towaidi SMai” Ale poliey gofomo too whole work of the party loekleaad 
oBitoia too CoanHa Waa tooro a aiagie Onagi waan, of aay ahado of opiaioa, who oould 
tako a aoaaaaaMa o a o o p t io a to tola polky oxoepi oa too grouad that Coaoeil oatiy wao 
ia Itialf wroag la priaeiplo t That waa oertaialy a gioaad whkh waa not opca to aay 
COBf roaoeeaB to taka alter too Pataa rcaolatioa. If it wore allowodi the rooolt woaid bo 
to lofiw too old oootrofoi^ betwoea the Pro-Chaagoia aad the No-Ohaageia, frhioh it 
waa oartaialy toe delibeiata lateatioa of the reooiutioo to put a atop to for all ilaie 
to OOM la other aaiftBre it waa aiJ a qaoatloa of the opiaion of the auijority p»'«vaiitog 
over that of too atowrl^. 

Faadit Hohra ooaolodod hia roetatka by a atroag appeal to the Coafereooe to adopt 
the leaalatioa, whloh, he ohaMtoriaed, aa toe brat great awp towarda baara) which Lait 
beea takoa after the oatUeaBOBt of the iateraai oiaputea. 


The U. P. Swaraj Party Meeting 

Agoordiagly» m annouiioad by Ft Nalira» a meetiDg of the Protrinoial 
CoBunittaa of the Swano jrai^ was bald at Sitapar oo. tbe i»tb Ootobar. 
The only raaoliition paaaad wm toe one reoommeiidiDg toe roaolution paaaed 
at toe politieal confereoeei aoppoitiDg toe Patna deeiaion, for toe aooeptauoe 
of toe Gawnpore Googreaa. 

Variooa ^paoatioiia ariaiDg oo toe Petoa iwolutioo were put by toe 
■Moben and aaawarad by Pandit Motilai Nehru. In toe oourae of hia apeeoh, 
ewteiuding toe pfoeeedinga» Pandit Nehru aaid : 

** Yoa will be aatamUy aaziooa to bear eooiethiiig Irom aae aboat the leceat eveau 
wbleh bane to a oenala eaieat diaturbed the area teaor of our political aotivitice. 
BobaUlea baa aadeahlortiy ratted iU ogly bead ia oertaia parte of toe bwaraaiet orgaai- 
eatioa, bat toera to ao real dHOger of tka aolidarltj of the Party being impaired ia any 
way. i, lor owe, wettpeie tott lebaUioa, ae nothiag ooaid nwre effectireiy enable us to 
— real gold laoBi drew, or 1 eay copper wbiob we call Taaha ia Hindi 1 

^ Serleae Breaeb of faith.** 

^ That toera baa beta act only a grew breato of faitboa toe part of Mr. Tambe, ia 
■eaiattag a ftetWawraf poet, adathe of ao doabt wittiorar aad win, 1 hope, aa adeqaacoiy 
diilt with by tot Baraatira of toe Ooaoiml Coaaeli la oooaaitattta with too Provinelai 
Oitowlitara af too Swaraj Party la C. P. tad Borar Jtt too weottew which hat boon caileii 
lor at Magmr. What to bm dtoappotoiilag la that oertaia otbor pvooiiaoBt momberauf 
toa Bfwnl ratty bara takoa It apoatheawtlfw to ptoaoaaca opialoaa wbleb ate htghiy 
to ai e epto aad atoarly br.ng tboaa witoia toe diatopllaary Jartodletioa of too Party. 1 
ean aaiiiiwkij a wMber of aay argaatoatloa, who dtoagiM with too poiiey aao pro- 
gmWMif tkaawgwtoawaoB, tiyiagtoiatrodaoBiaob wodiftoatioBaao ho oonaidere aooea- 
•iiy ty a rawn te too woU-kaowa awtoo^ opoa to all awwboii, to bring aboata 
MaaaMarailiB af that paUey aad prograanae. If be laila to carry the Party with him 
la aaBh awtlwau ha oaght to aabatlt to too opIaloB of too awjority, bat if b« trato aaabio 
ta da atL te aay waaaa. ha aboald, like aa boaearablo awa ictin Iran Party and then 
eittMaaltlitoapeklla pawa. Ao coadaet of a peiaoa ia trying to bring bto own 
ftotf Ite tfdlaaJa and eomcapt, whUoboeaioyiail too prtollcgeoof awmbeitoiptcaa- 
itoliiaa aningn aand ram a d . Ao giarliy of too oMeaoa to ooaaidaiabiy ta m m owi 
whin too itoigdtag nawhar happeae te hara the poaittoa af a toador la a Pranara. i 
townatlwtlnlainiagapeMttatrawht on too totogiapble aaaMiy, pnbltobcd la tiw 
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AllikImM pftperii of ibo IntorTiew gifoa b/ Hr. Jojmloir to o npiMMttttft of <*Xht 
iodiM Doiij Moiu** 

Rr. Seikor*g MoiMiiB to Mr. Tuibe. 

** 1 tow ia the popera, while 1 wm uafoUUif to bitopar, anothor iatorview to a 
n-prctoautive of the aame paper gieea hj Mr. M. C, Kdkar. 1 ehaU take thio opnr- 
tuoity of dcaliag with it. Mr. Kelkar goee ooe better thao Mr. iayakar aad, aner 
actually eoagrataiatiag Mr. Tambe lor aia dufeeiioa, pats hie acoept a aoe of office oa 
theiaiuefootiagaatbeaooeptaiieebyaMuf toeaeiBbenhipof the dkeea Coaaittee. The 
full facu la Gooaeetioa with this have aover beea pabiished la the papeia, theagh Mr» 
Kelhar has, all aloag, been well aware of tbeai. To explaia tbe atatter folly, 1 ahaU have 
to begia with the appoiatoMat of the Maddimaa CoBmitioe. It wUl bo reMibend that 
1 pat my refaial to aooept a seat ou tiiat Oommittee oa two grooada. The tm waa, that 
1 was ureeloded from acoeptiug it by the rales of the Party. Toe eeeood waa that, 
having regard to the very narrow terms of refereaor, 1 woold not have leit Jaatillod in 
aooepting it, even If there was nothing ia the rales lo prevent it. Both these gronada 
were perfeotly soand, and the Minority Beport has shown that taoie who were parties to 
it were oompelicd to refrain from making any daliaite recommeadations^ as by doing ap 
they would neoessarily have gone beyond theaoope of the refereuoe. It atrnok am at * tbe 
time that, bad these terms of referenoe been wide enough to meet all the reqairesBeBta 
of tbe case, the positive rale against the aooeptauce of nomtnatioBB to oommitteea 
woald have opriated adversely to the intereme of the party and of tho eoantry, m 
ic would step in the wpy of the popniar view being laid ofleially and anttaoritaiively 
before tbe Parliament. No barm was done in that tmrtienlar ease, as the nominntioa 
was not worth of aooepting, even it there had been no poeittve rnle againat It. Bat 
tbe pomibiiicy of future barm wae clear iy suggested by tbe inflexibility of the rale 
as it tlieu food. At tbe nest revision of the rales, whicu took place in Jnne IM4 at 
bimla, i accordingly proposed tbe following provwion lo the ruie : *• provided that tbs 
Party may, for special reaaona, decide, by a majority of ihree-foartha of tbe membeie 
praeent at a meeting to permit any member, or members, to serve on apy partienlar 
aimmlttee appointed by the Uoverumeni Tui» was folly discussed, inforauuly, with 
many members and formally, at a meeting of the Eieuutive, and wae flaaily adspleil 
by the onanimoas vote of tbe whole party. 


Aoceptaaoe of beat on bkaen Ciommittee Bxplaiaad. 

** Ofie year later 1 received the offer of mombership of tbe Indian Bnndbust Com* 
mittee, generally known aa the Skeen Committee. For leaeone atntod by ma in the 
couree of a preea interview given a few mouths ago, 1 was of opiatoa that 1 ahoald 
accept the offer, snbieot, of course, tooompiyiug with the rale as aiierad. Bat beieta 
ttiving any reply t wired to ail the oMmbersof tbe Bxecative of the ChmanU Goaitoll, 
M alco to tbe membeis of tbe Bseontive of the Party in the Assembly, nad, ne aa addi- 
tional piaoaatlon, conght advice of Mahatma Qaiidhi. With tbe exception of twa 
members of tbe Bxeoative of the Party ia tbe Amembiy, all tbe other asnsbefs of both 
tbe BxecoUve, inelading Mr. Kelkar, etroogly ad vieed me to aeeept, and Mahatm^t 
wae equally Bticaglyiafavonr of my eooeptanee. Alter leeeiviag them aeplta^ 1 wnfle 
to the MUitary^eofotaiy to tbe Ooverameat of India, myiag that 1 eonid not gMa n 
deflnile reply, without oonsaliing tbe whole party ia the Amembiy, and thel I tkemAfl 
it waeafltudpiopereieotobelaidbeforethe party for its maotioa. 

••Ton will iiBMmber that the Ooveraamat o om m nn lq ae^ an mmnolo g my nogm as a> 
member. Qoataiae^the wmdo : eabieot to the approval el hie party.* Altorthiiliyi 
the amtter bifoce tbe ametiag of tbe Bxeoative CesuMttee of the Oeamal pMaeUt Mi 
ia Ghloatta ia July Bat aea pmiimiaavy to iie being pat bofora the Mwmal OiaaMI 
iteett. The Bseontive Oommfttm vrae however of the opialoa thirt the seqiiHMMMli 
of the rale woald act hi ihMifled fay the maetioa of the Oeamal O emie l l , ■■ tki.mMe 
• party,* ia tha new provieo tothevmKelearty icferfidtothepaitylalBiARMiB^flBd 
not to the geneial party. The Bieeative however, paemd aa amiaimeai nnMi^ 
aateWagmrtoaooepr&eAariaaatieipatleae^ the peimiertmi of the fBiRr ki the 
Aammbfy. The mailm wae aoQwdiagly hrohght ap at the vwy flni mmllBi ^ 

-Am, h I hate >.(,,« Mw,ba«raimr 

i. MM tkM tUM with Os nta, U tk. nnjr, nd *• mmik MiMSg 

of Hr. TMbe wttk th. O w wwt in Mi o— j w w l og iio kdi— 1 | drihkio 
of tbt 007 ^ohiMiioa inpoood kj tho laiM m Uat no li,Mi whin h^ omnn 
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M 'MKp wgfittiMe, tat, U the taut of the Pttty if pvffetl j mod, m I foil j telltfo It 
ttan If BO maoB for aim. Too ofigr ta ooi^ that coo diioipUao of tta Ftftir 
wiUhoBplMidataBjooot.** 


Bwanjletf and tta OoBffOM. 

FHfdlt Helm Boat dealt with the poiitioii of the Swaraj Party ia/hoOoBfioii ob^ 
lines rtmilar to those of hit Patna speech and the speech delivered in the Political OoB* 
fnoBO B OB the iSth. Peastag on to the qnestioO of a Caited Congrese, the Pandit said that 
BO one ooald be nore pleased than he to see all parties aaiiMl oaoe again aader the haaaer 
of the CoatiesB. Bat there were diihealties which one ooald not ignore. The Liboimla 
and the so^lled Independents were ineirting on the total elimlaa^n of dtroot aoUoB 
and oivil disohedionoe from the Congieoe Pregramm^ These, the speaker nalataiaed, 
were the sMiorings whioh held the ship of the Congress Iron drittiag away. It wa» 
msst anreasonable to expect the Congress, as at present oonstitnted, to give ap the faitk 
that waain it, simply to attract a few others who did not share that faith. CmitiBalBBa 
ho said:— 

** I lor ons^ cannot conoeive even the rsaiMiteBt poesibilty of the eneoess of any agl* 
tation unless there is some sanction behind it. 1 am free to confess that there is no snob 
aaiwtion at .present and that we are not now in a position to resort to Civil Dieobedienot 
of any kind. 1 will also conoede that there it little likelihood of oar aeqniriag enfftoient 
■tren^ to xeeort tp it in the immedinte fatnrc. Bat that ie beside the point. Wbat la 
pertinent to enquire is, whether there is any other poeeible sabstitate for an armed 
revolt, which can be made available to ns. Onr frieade are nnable to point oat any. 
That being eo. they do not either believe In the neoemity of a eanotion or have not 
tbonght ont their programme in its logical sad. They merely insist on a Uniled India 
fonnalatlBg a nnited demand for freedom, Md they seem to think that it will oome for 
the saking. Thie, in plain English, means that they have more fhitk in their aliOB 
Oovemasent than in themselves. They bslievs that, ones a nnited dessancL enpported by 
nomeions public meetings in India, is msde, the oonecienee ot the Britim pnblio will be 
aronssd sad they will get all they want. They refnee to consider, as a pomible svoi- 
Inalily, what 1 believe to be a oertainty, that the ooaeeienoe of the British pnblio enanot 
ta ss ensily aronsed. The Britleher only ILnovri the logic of a tbnmping blow whioh ho 
cannot resist. It is immaterial to know whether it Is a physical blow dellvsrsd faf 
physical foros^ or one, which without the nsc of nny physical force, nuikss Ills in Indte 
nabcarable fsr him. I remember a Persian adage. It ie *' Haaaran-sagb ra eh hash 
kifsit,*' whioh means, yon have only to sbont load eaongb to pat tboomads ot Bohqr 
erows to flight. 

**What is a nnited demand bj o United India without any maethm behind ll» 
esnept the noise of a gathering of millions of crowi^ whioh can be instantly disperstd by 
the sound of a few rounds of blank fire f Whnt onr friends say is, tkat you nrast BOt 
talk of Civil Disobedience before the oonntry is ready for it. Is tbsre any chaBOs of the 
ooaatry ever getting reedy for it if yon coatinao to be afraid to utter the word f Onr 
prepuration Ie not to be oommeaoed to-day. Will the propitious asoment be altar all 
the crowa have been put to flight f 1 am afraid it will then be tapoarible oven for tta 
crows to coBw together egaln and make a noto load taongh to rsaok tbe eaitol the olospiBf 
John Bull. 

** The uHimute neeemity of r e sor t to Civil Diaobsdisnee must, therafoML not only ta 
Mstantiy in view in working our p ro g r u mass^ tat must bs thoreughty Imptumad 
OB the nahUe ssiad, day alter day. But I am willteg to give our friUBdi the saat 
liberty of opiBloa sad actioii as I expect them to give sse. Let them cobm Into the 
OoBgm with their mttled faith in eonatltutiOBal agitatlOB aad let them ooBWt as to 
tbek faith, it they can. The CoBgrsss is open to ail who will avail of the bow Iraaehloo 
and oahRribo to its er^ whather they believe in Civil ^Dieohedlenoe vn not. We mb 
prepored to extend a bear|y welcome to those who will eater, whatever their vtewi, It 
thdy win enly work vritk os ae far as they oaB.** 


The C P. Provincial Swaraj Party 

To oouidar tbe Toriou proponb of • ehugo in the putj ymgiiano 
M veil ae to paw • vote oi oaaaara on Bfr. TMnba. nVint auatinK rftbe IbiM 
rtOTineiel Svanii Butiaa in ttw Cantnl gw vineee wee haU in Oa "TDak 
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llndir»** CWiddodk To«ii» Miwv on IIm lil NomUr 19S5. ‘FiodR 
Moliltl N«hni« Mam. Killaur» Ji^akart A« Baoiiiirami lyaofHTf SmbuJ» 
& Srioivaia If iQfar» Sm Onpto. Goswimi and BaghaTaadia BaOt Mambara 
of tta liaaoliTa Cowwifttaiii ware praaant Mr. 0. Y. Dnhmokli waa rolod 
to fka cliair. 

Pandil MolOid Nalm» addxaaiiiig tbe meeting* mgad upon the mambaia 
to ophdd tba digni^ and honour <d the paitj * ai^ juatify the welheamed 
tribute wkleh it hM obtained efon from iti greateet loee. Referring to the 
leeohitiona adopted bj the Berar Swaiajiete at Amroeti. Ft MotUal aounded 
a note of warning to the membera to realiae their aem of reaponaibilitf 
and net aooordingl j. 

Alter thia appeal. Mr. Abhyankar^f raaolutioD, atrongly oondemning 
the aetion of the Hm. Mr. Tambe In aeeepting Executive Councillorahip aa 
a dagiant breach of the principlea and dMphne of party and treachery 
to iti waa adopted by an overwhelming minority after a prolonged diaouaaion. 
extending over lull dve home. 

The Berar mombm* amendment to delete the worda “ treachery to it ” 
waa defeated by ap overwhelming minority. . 

The next Important reaolution. which waa hotly diacuaaed and waa alao 
adopted, by a minority of 88 votea againat 18. ran thua ; "Thia meeting 
of the Swarriieti of the three provlncea in C. P. reaffirma the exiating 
pfogiamme a^ policy, and aeea no neceaaity to introduce any dumge under 
the preaent poUtM conditiona.’* 

The meeting concluded late at night amidat lively aoenea. 


All-India Swara} Party Executive 

The Executive Committee of the All*India Swand Party alao met at 
Nagpur on'the lnd November and paaaed a number of r^utiona. the full 
text of which we give below 

ft) She Bxaaetivi Gcoacll of tha Gaawal Coaacil of the Bwaralya Party folly 
I of lha raaaliliaa piuNd ty lOt )oiat laaatiag of tbt Swaimiiata of 0. P. 
‘ O. ?. Maiathi and Bpaw. that tha ritaatiaB la tbt ooantry and the Coaacila 
1 far eay ebaaga la tha pngHHaaia af tha party. 

Beapoaalva Oo-epwatieu IMaappiomd, 

i la tha coBmaaicatta vaoeivad from 
Hi B aaaataiy ei tha Baiar P tev m ohd a w am flu Futy. that the ttea haa eoam wbea 


thaAll*ladia8eira)yaPaitythealddhaBgaltapollay lotUt of laapoaUfa eoopciaH», 
eMh er wllhaal the aeamlanea el MHitatwahlaa at tha diaentiou d tha pioflacaa 



It It tha 


d opiaioa al thIa OoBUDlMaa that the chaage 
haale priaaipka l^d down ia the piogri 


f eapaiadie tSa 

al fat pmtyi aad la aoi aappcrlad by aaj eoaaiderable aaotfon d tha nearajya 

tha Joiat BMatliig d the three pieflaoiel 
RlOBdtl “ ~ 



rtheBeerelaijdthe Beiar 
1 la by Ur. Jayakar, to the General 
a alrlelw eafoieeaMBt d tha eahtlaa pio> 
_ I tarthar pnvMaua la tha raka aa Bay appear naaaaauy Irma tiaa to tIaM; 

' |l| In dae d the iaat that eartote doahta bare bam aapniaad aa to tha obrreet 

totoneatoUaudAitiakntothi pNgtoaBB d the Owamtya Party aad Bake id^ 17 
aMi 18 d lha leka peaad.ly He Bwahwa d the perty la toe Legkiativa aeBBbty. 
upMbtkWitoeBaaadtoedaauattdtoaGaaaealOawttd toe Bmatya Party tahB 
mknuumity to ume that toa tree cBiatd lha mid nkak that aomaatord the 
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fVtoM MMrtOapMttlBiMatiwOonaakrar MM i te or othv port !■ «ko gMl 
«f &• qwnii M tp mate UJ diMMNmaoM wktetr, bml tte i|ii opnlo Ibi pulf 
lomiMlaMmC ili w i b e ri me te Pi«idMt» « Dppm^ tMtel. mC Um L«itete 
1 —i H y, m OMiiell, mad to pmt| bj tlit loqoisitB mimltef « m Mite to 

mooipL i» Molml oom, aomtelion to omr eo— ttte oppoimNd by te QovmnuMft 

M foUoifiaf on te mrtSotei aad nte w to wd to ia Artlelo 11 

No awate of tiM portgr 111011 oooept oaj ofloi in tbo gifl of tho OooomaHBt wHh 
or wi th o t «tej or otte fomonaotion. 

Balo 16 :->The ponj moj adopt ono of iu own nombert or onj otte olaetad aaoite 
of tho AfunMy aa a oondklato for tleetton to the oflioo of tbo Preildent of tlM tenablj 
when OBoh oOoe it thrown opdh to oloetioni aad alio for the ofloe of the Depnty Pmdteu 

Bale 17 Memben of the partj na/ aooept any appointaent made bj the oloeted 
Pneldont of the Aeiembly to the panel of Chairmen or other oftoe ooaneotid with the 
logidatnrm 

Bale 18 No member ihall leek or aooept nomination to any oommittee appointed 
by the Gofomment, or eerre on any each oommittee, proTided that the party amy, for 
epeolal icaiona, decide, by n maiority of three-fonrtba of the membert promat at a meetingi 
to pennit any member or membera to eerre on any particnlar Committee appointed by 
the Oofomment. 

Mr. Tambe'i Befcotlon. 

(4) Thii Connoil ttrongly oondemne the action of Mr. B. B. Tambe in aooepting the 
poet of an Bieontire Cooneiltor to the C. P. Qovernment in diteet violation of Artiole 11 
of the oonetitatlon of the Swarajya Parry, ai oonititating not only a lerioaa bioaeh of 
the dieeipline of the party, but alto a grom breach of the conftdenoe repoeed in him by 
the Bwaiate membert of the C. P. Legielatire Conncil in electing him to the pretidentlal 
obair of the mid Conncil. 

(5) Tbit Conncil regreta the action of the joint meeting of the Baeentife Committee 
of the Berar Prorincial Bwaraiya Party and the Berar membera of the C. P. Leglalatifo 
Conncil in aooepting Mr. 8. B. Tambe'a retignaiion, initead of aabmltting it to the 
Bieentife Conncil of the Qeneral Conncil, for oonaideration, aa they were inatrneted to 
do by the Preeident of the party. 

Bombay Swarajiate* Abatention Morn. 

(6) Thia Biecntire Connoil approrea of the action of the Bwmmiya Pnrty of tba 
Bombay Legialatire Conncil in abataining from any participation in the bnainem of the 
Connell in pnrannnoe of the policy of the party, and notea with mtiafaetion tba nnani 
mi^ and diaoiptine with wbioh it has been oerried ont. 

(7) Thie Conncil, in nooepting with regret the resignation of Hakim Ajaml Khan 
for reaaona of henltb, desirea to plaoe on record iU gratefnl and ainoare apprwiation of 
the great nenriom rendered b7 bim to the 8wara]ja Party, of which ho waa one of tha 
lonntea, aad the eonntry in tbo eanae of Swaiajjn. 


The Rise of the Responsivists 

The daottkm arriTcd it by the EsaoutiTe of the Swargl 6^ Nagpv 
iniOiMdto tha Mo-aaoefteiaa of oiBea reoaiyad aary littla retponta ia 
Waitani India* wbte aimoct all tha Swandict Mambata of tha L^iiktm 
tigaad a aianifagto faToonng the aooaplaooe of office. Aoeordiogly, in purmir 
anoa of tite atanilaffiOf Maggra. Jayalur and Eldkar cabmittad their fciign* 
atiou fnna the Ezaeatiya Comioil of tha AlMndia Swaraj Party and, ia 
^aSaa ao» Miad oa tha lOlh Norambar tba following gtatamant to tha Praaa 
^ * We fiad that Faadit Motllnl ia violatte te andomtaading teachod at Nagpnr, 

by opoiljptaathfof n violaatcnMBda agalaat reaponalve oo^rpomtioa while teiating M 

^ eieiciat onr rigbta to reply to bla critlclana, which 
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art ttotiBg ffttt mteaderrttiidiiig and preiodloe la tbe public uiiiui. We itcogaiit 
tbt dedfabill^ of tor ceaeing to be mambeit of tbo Swaiaiya Party Izeealift Cenaeil 
wbllt we reply to the PaadU'e crltioioBUi. We are tberetoie tendering cur leelgBatbme 
of our nMmbefriilp cC that Connell eo ae not to eeibamio our coUeague tberaon, and in 
Older to be able to ei w e l ee our right of reply to tbe Pandit with fieedoei and ffankneea** 

In> eopMato atotoment, imiad simiiltMiecNulyi Mr. N. 0. Kolkar 
axplainiid tiie oavM of hie reeignatioD of the mamterahip of tha Swan^ 
Fa^ Coaoefl and iha inaogmmtioQ of a oamfiaign in faroiir of ^'RaapooalTa 
oo^paration." Tha following ia tha taxt of tha atntamant 

** My Tiawa aboot RaaponaiTa Go*oparation ara known. I hava 
baan holding them and axpraaeiog them off and on during tha paet thraa or 
four yaara. To win Gonncil-aotry wae tha firut etap and thi^ wae dona hy 
tha formation of tha Swing Party idtar oiril diaobadianoa waa laid aaida at 
BMdolL Tha aaoond atap waa tha mova towarda oonrtraotiya work in tha 
Cooncila which waa dona whan tiia party relaxed its original policy of 
oondaaant and oontinuoae obatruotion and aaata ware allowed to be acoapted 
on Select and other Gommitteaa by tiia mambara of tha party and parmir 
aioo waa given to diaoriminating treatment to be given to budgata. 1 am now 
advocating further relaxation of tha aama policy by preaching fnli raaponaiva 
oo-oparation. 

“ In my avidanca before tha Civil Diaobedianoe Enquiry Gommittaa. 
in my raaolotion and apaach at tha Satara Confaranea, in my apaeeh whan 
Mr. G. R. Daa laetuiwd at Poona and in the preface to my book called 
” A Paaaing Phaae of Political*’ I openly advocated raaponaiva oo-oparation. 
and DO objection waa taken to tha aama, though 1 did thia while being a 
member of tha Swang Party and alao while holding high oflBca in it. Tlia 
Laadar of the Party now thinka that I ought not to do thia, but I care 
more for* my opiniona in thia matter than for my office in tha Swaraj Party. 
I have, tharafora, raaignad my aaat on tha Executive Committaa. I claim, 
however, that I am antiti^ to retain my marobarahip of tha Swar^ Parly, 
even while preaching my opimona, and ahall not gRva it up until the party 
axpala me tharafrom. I am auggaating no immediate aoeaptanoa of olfica, 
while tha Phrty pledge atanda, but a raviaion of the programme, in view of 
next alactiona, aa a raviaion haa already baan made in other mattera. Having 
raaignad office in tha Party Executive, I feel free to advocate my opinions, 
and am d^rminad to do ao, whatever tha conaaquancaa.” 


The Reqmmvute* Dedantioii of War 


Nnt dagr. die Udi Noramber. JAtmn. Jayekar and Kdkar opwied their 
oantiaipi in bToor of reeponuve eoniperatioD. A raj laiKal, attendMl end 
repteaMtadTe mirting waa held on thia day in the ShWaji liandir. 

Poone under die pieaideiitdiip of Mr. N. C. Kelknr. 

At the ontaat. the Present reed out a itat«nent, in whidi he nerndad 
the detail, of hk eftwti. daring the pad three or fonr yean, to introdnee 
end popahri.. hi. doetrine it leeponire ewoperation. of whMi Couneil* 
entry waa the fint atop. He furtter rtattd that he had been openly adro' 
cadng it whOe ha eondnued to bo a member of the Swand Fi^ and held 
hi^ oUea in it. The leader of the party dxmght it fit to take eznepdon 
to it now. He eonohided hie atatament by aaytng that he did not enggeat 
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la tbe ooane of bis speadi. Mr. Jajaktr ezplaioad how the oootio- 
▼eior maiding ratpoosiTe oo-operation wu prorokad bf Plandit Molilafa 
brai^ of tha Nagpur agioamant and bio rioloal emaado agaioat raapootiTO 
oo-opaiation. 

Belarring to tha Tamba inoidant, Mr. Jayakar. wbila aoodamaing it 
uDiaaarTodiy, xamarkadthat it waa a aymptoai of tba prooaaa of dorolop- 
nant going on inaida tha Swanj Flai^. Aftar tracing, tha history of rar 
ponsira oo-oparation» ha dafinad it as oo-oparatioo, or oppoaition, in raaponaa 
to or in aooordaooa with tha changing oinmmataaoaa. of which tha attitada 
iA tha bnraaociaoy waa an important atapw It was similar to gnarilla 
warbra. Ha than dasoribad tha stagas by quoting chaptar and varsa from 
tha mlas and ragnlations of tha Swarqi Party and Pandit Motilal’s spaach 
and prorad how tba Swaiafist programma had daralopad from iiniform» 
oontinnoos and oonsistant obstruction to tha aocaptanca of tha AsaamUy 
and Connoil Prasidantship and mambarship of Gommittaast alactira and 
nominatadi ate. Ha pointed out that arar since Pandit Motilal's spaach 
in tha Asaambly on the round table oonfaranoa» up to his aocaptanca to 
tba mambarship of tha Skaan Gommittaa tha Swarai Party was practising 
nothing but responsive co-operation as people understood it. 

Mr. Jayalmr was himself in favour of these ohangas» and tha only 
point of dispute between Pandit Motilal and tha speaker was that tha Pandit 
rafnsad to name tha party programme by its true name. Mr. Jayakar 
made it dear that neither ha nor tha President wanted immediate aocaptanca 
of office, but wanted to anumarata and popularise tha policiy of responsive 
co-operation in view of tha Council elections of 1926. Aftar stating his 
azparianoa in tha Bombay Goundl because of tha Swamist refusal to accept 
rasponsibilitias Mr. Jayakar condemned Mr. Nariman^ want of loyalty 
to the party. 

In conclnaioni Mri Jayakar* made a powerful appeal to tha audianoa 
to follow Uia traditions of Maharashtra by attacking tha anamy in his vary 
citsddof power. 

Tha spaach was highly appreciated, and had a tremendous affect. 


Mr. Nariman’s Disclaimer. 

With rafaranca to tha attacks made against him by Mr. Jayakar at 
his Poona spaach. Mr. K. F. Nariman, a leading Swarqiist member of tha 
Bombay Council, issued tha following statement to tba pram 

*' It is really gratifying to find our usually mild and docile leader, Mr. 
Jayakar, azhibiting symptoms of warlike taodanoies. His only drawback 
is that he has got bold of the wrong and of tha stick. In his opposition 
to, and criticism of, tha foreign Oovarnmant and its action, ha is all courtaqr* 
gaotility and mildnaas. Howsoever grave tha provocation, howsoever serious 
the fadt, ha never condemns tha Govammant benches without apologising, 
and in the Council Chamber his lashes are always foibwad, or preceded, 
by ganUa pats. But, for tha ' suppoi^ * fault of bis colleague, ha is as 
viobnt in his bnguaga as unrelenting in his criticism. Let ns hope that 
this newly davebpad tendency and. warlike spirit will continue in tha real 
fight against tha common anamy-^tba buraancratb Govammant 

"Tba positicii of Mr. Jayakar could only be compared to thdofa 
Central entrusted with an Army hy tha CommandaHn-Chiaf to assail and 
T 



J&L4MDU 8WAB4J PAKIT [mtumt 

«iVlm ft mMb Aflpr aoMfttekiv todiftf tlMpoiftte 

fti ^ ift0f h i jft H ft i li lft lift tft ftuiftiidftr hinMlf ftftd bii ftimj tft 
Um ftoftftif, ftftdt in ftvtod ft MDdfttft to tkftcootiftrxffomkkftoiiiaiftiidtf^ 
ftontenpli^ ftO0B9fiiv ft Mlift tlM ftntaiy CooMil of War to paitidpfttft 
ia tte doHbaialiftftft to Oftriy on var agaiiiit lui pftrkiiii ftBM Qneaol^r 
Ikat rfthisea mail ^aoniaioQa aorraiidar, and ia datannined to itiek to hit 
yiuHi to tha ]aat» it to ba aooitrm ar tiallad lor .aonthniiiig bia aDagiaciee to 
tba CotamarnWr^iP-Cbial and notiftiaiag tha tialtoia* aamy, Tbat» is aborts 
ia tba poaitioii Mr. Jayakar vaata to aaaoaaa. The ar^rabd lo tba eanaa 
of ^ party, wbo, wbilat atUl naBaiaioft Id tba party opaoly oarriaa od a 
amaada a^oat iha origiiial priaaiplaa, programma aiid ^ed^a of tba whole 
party io apita of tba raadntioD of tba audority, wanta to deal with one 
wbo baa, aiogle*baiidad, laitblaUy and boDourably adbarad to bia party 
prioeiplOi and plcdgaa io apita of tha almoat ioaarmouDtable difficoltiaa and 
diatraaaiog drenmatancaa. 

"So kmg aa Mr. Jayakar oootinuaa to ba a mambar of tba party, id 
my bomUa o^oioo, it ia mooatrooa to tarry od raballiooa propagaodft agaioat 
one of ita rital prioaiplaa. 1 do not thiok that mare reaignatioD from tha 
Emmtira Conoeil giraa him libaity to tarry od warlara againat bia own 
par^. It ia eartainly parmianbla to a mambar by argnmaata, paranaaiooa, 
and other aonatitoliooal maaoa to try to obanga tba party programme by 
aoDYartlDg otiier mambara to bia own dawa; but bariog lailad in that 
altempCi aa. Pandit Motilai deelarad in tba "Gaiety Tbaato" maetug, it 
waa bia duty eitbar to aubmit to tba will of tba ODtfl former 

opportnnitiaa to aaonra anaoaaa aroae or to laaigD from tba party altogetbar, 
a^ then alone be oonld be free to earry on a boetila aampi^D. Intbaae 
dronmatanoea, if anyone ia to be dealt with under the diadpHnaiy rulea of 
the party, it ia kk Aa a matter of fact, Pandit Motilai gaye tba paUie 
of Bcmbay to ondantand that ttat waa going to ba the attitode of Maaara. 
Jayakar and BLelkar. Iherefoie, the newa of their dedaratioD of war, wbibt 
■dll eundnning to beaMmbara of tha party, came to tha poblio like a bomb* 
ahdland the pnblio were aboeked at the graye braa^ of diadpline by tbe* 
laaitem tbrnnaalyaa. Sven if 1 bad been a aignatoiy to the petition, I wonld 
eeitainly not baye dedared open raballion after tha mdority dedaioo of the 
Hmeotiye Coondl, but wodd baye, lor tha dme being, anbmitted to that 
deddoD dll other oonatilBtioiial and legitimate mathoda to obanga that 
dedaion were araila^ Tbia la qnita apart from the merita or demariti 
of the original qneadon, and 1 ainoaraty hope that tha other aignatoriaa to 
that pedtion will adopt thia aaora hononrabla and eonadtodonal aooraa.** 


Pi llalini*a Riphnatinm ot Nagpur Dedaiom 

On the ISth November, apaaking at Amraod baloia a crowded aaeedngb 
Pt. Modlal Mfbm refemd to tha laaignation of Mr. Jayakar and Kalkar 
from the laaendve OommHtae of tha Swang Pbity and tha etatamenta 
Imaedbylhaaa tft that eMaeh In tha eooiaa of U apeaoh the Piandit aaid that 
he iweafyada. t a l agf a m from them at Akola,iedgnini from the Central Sieoit- 
dya of Aa 8 wi^ Party, hot It waa oaly whila tmyalliag from Akola to 
ibat ha had an oppaclnaily ta raad tha ***i*‘*wt^* of Maaara. /Kdkar 
Md Jagrakat. Ha had. aa iar. iaOnrad tha pnatiea of tiaatiaf aa eoni* 
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Atatfd tiM Miirafeat of tko moottofi of fbo InA R wia m loi^r 

poMiUo to do to. M Mom. Koikor aod Javokor had rofoRod to the oodor 
atmdiwg raaordad io thoao ouooloa ood ahoiiad kin with fiolaiting Na tanw. 
Tha Phodit thaa (fanoM tha ralafmat pait of Ihoaa aunotaa* whiah imo aa 
f oQowa 

Tha PraoldaDt opanad tha pfooaadiofa by ralarring to tha faeta ooo* 
naotad with tha aocapta^, by Mr. S. R Tunha* of tha pott of Bzaootifa 
OooDciUor in C. P, and the biaaoh of tha' party ptadga and diaoipliiia at 
ioTolvad. Ha than drew attantioa to tha intanriawa aiTon to tha praaa by 
Maaara. Kalkar and Jayakar, and alao laf arrad to tha aitiala by Mr. Kalkar 
pnbliahadin Tk§ Makraiia. Tha Cwnmittaa than ganarally diaeuawd tha 
whole qaaadoD, both from tha point of aiaw of dfootpliDa and tha loyalty diia 
from tha mambara of tha Biaontira Oonneii and tha Oanml CoanoiL aa 
alao from the point of riaw of tha a xi a t a n aa» if any» of fondamantai diffaranoaa 
of opinion on tha baaio prindplaa laid down in tha proiramma of tha pacty 

After a foil diaeoaaion, in whiah all tha maaabara took part, an andaiitaad 
ing waa arriTad at by all tha manbaia praaanh that no member of tha 
Esaentira CSonneQ ahalL baiaaftar, azpcam pnblioly. or adrooata. or eany on» 
any pnblio propaganda againat tha prineiplaa or progiamme of tha party* 
nor ahall ha ariticiae or attack on tha platform, or throngh tha praaa. tha 
action of the SiacotiYa or of tha Leader of tha Forty. U waa fnrtW agreed 
that no formal reaolution or aotbn waa naaaaaary in thia matter.** 

** Proaaading Pt Motilal aaid : ** 1 laaaa it to yon. and tha country, to 
judge whether there ia anything ao abanrd in thia niid a ra ta ndiiig aa to piayant 
tha leader or any member of the 8war^ Phrtf troBa doing hia ntmoat to np- 
hbld tha prindidea and programme of tha party and erilioiaa other partiee and 
their dogmaa a^ dootrinea. Tha extract I j^ra ra^ dearly abowa what 
happened at the meeting. It ia aa olear aa anythiag can ha, that Meaaia. 
Kdkar and Jayakar were ohaigad with breach of diidpiiaa and dialoyalty 
to tha Party, and the nnderatandiug waa that no mantbar of tha SiaoQtiTa 
CSonneil ahall, thereafter, be guilty of auch a breach of diaciplina and loyaky. 
It waa an act of great lenianey on the part of the maaabara of the Kze^ve 
Committee to refrain from paaaing a reaolntion of oananra againat them. It 
ia for you to oonaider whether they haTC not abnaad that leniency and com* 
mitted a dietinot breach of the underling giren by them. It waa pre- 
poeteroua to conitme ao undertaking, giren by tha mambara of tha Exeoutira, 
to bind themaelyee not to attack the gerty from within, into a contraetoal 
debility impoaed on the whole axacutlTa . 

The Pa^it then appealed to the aodianoe to atndy all the apeeohei ha 
had made in Nagpnr, Bombay, Bhuaawalf B n l d aaa and Axola and aee if he had 
eondootad a riolent eruiade againat reaponaiTe cooperation. All that ha 
had aaid, in affect, waa that he did not nndaiitaod what reapooaiye co-operar 
tion meant ; that, if it had any reference to the reaponaa to be made by the 
Cbyarnment, no aooh retponae h^ yrt bean nuaie, ^ that the acoeptanoe 
of officea could, by no atretch of imaginatioD, be included in reaponaiTe4X»- 
operation under the existing ciroomataoeea. It had been hia eniaavonr, in 
the apeechea he had delivered, to ahow that it waa wrong to give any parU- 
cular name to the policy and pragramme of the Swarai Party, which, on ita 
very face, contained the elementi of even the fulleat cooperatioo io certain 
matters, while it inaiated on a general spirit of reaiatance in all other mattera. 

Referring to the memorandum aignad by aome members of the Bombay 
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CSouaeilf be Mid thst he had elieadj e x preaie d to Momii. Jajiker and' 
Bbopetber bie entire diaoeot from the Tiew pot lorwaid bj Mr. Narimen at 
the meeting held in the Marwadi Tidyala 7 a» and gare own riawa on tba 
matter at tba mooting at the Gaiatf lliaatro. *Wbat I aaid in the Oaiolgr 
Tboatroi*’ oonanned thePandit, "'waa that in taking that astion, and in making 
that repr o ao n t ati on to the Central Enaeotiiro CSonnefl, the Bomhaj Mombera 
wore porfootly ifithin their righta to pnt forwiyd their propoaal for eon- 
eideration. 1 do hope that thia matter will no more be ndrad np in ^e 
Intora.** 


The Thane District Conlerence 

Doring all thia while tiie rerolt of the reaponaiviata againat the Swaraj 
Party waa gaining ground. It reached ita eolmination in the lliana Diatriot 
Confereooe whi^ eommeueed ita aeaaiona at Palgarh on the 26th NoToml^r. 
The CSonferenoe attraotad a large number of politioiana from all over 
Mahamahtim and Bombay town. Both the No-Changera and Ftogreaaive 
Swarejiata were well repreaentad. The proeeedinga were very livdy and 
were oonduoted in Marathi tbrooghout. 

Mr. Dandekar. Chairman. Reception Committee, in the oourae of hia 
addreaBi ezpreaaed the hope that the Conferenee would ahow ita agreement 
with Meaara. Jayakar and Kelkar. and decide in favour of accepting officea 
under the Government. 

Mr. M. 8. Aney of the Central Provincea. preaiding over the Conference, 
ideided for agreement between all political bodiea for the aalvation of the 
country. He thought that, unleaa they united and oo-operated. they would 
never be able to advance. After giving the hiatory and prograaa of Uie 
H.*C.O. movement ainoe 1920. he declared that at preaent the only logical 
cmioluaion lor the progrcM of the Swarij movement waa the acceptance of 
office. There wm no eaoape under the preaent ciroumataucea from that 
eoneluaion. ua otberwiae they would never be free. It waa incorrect, he 
aakU to contend that acoeptanoe of office would demoraliae the Swarajiata and 
t^ they would mil themaelvea to the Government. 

Mr. Aney added that there were many among the Swarajiata who could 
aeeept officea and aerve their country fearleaaly and unfalteringly. Having 
known hia party intimately. Pandit Nehru certainly knew whether they were 
oapabte of honeatly canying out the paity'a mandate. He hoped the con- 
ference would give direction to the whoto nation in the matter and lead it 

Draft Reeolntion. 

The Subiecta Committee of the Conference had drafted the following 
readution on reaponaive cooperation 

*' Thia Conference ia empbaticalbr of opinion that the time Ima come 
when the All-India Sward Party abould. before the enaning 
electiona. prepare a programme baaed upon the principle of 
reaponaive uo-operation« including even the aeeeptancM of poate 
of power and authority in provbcial cahineta. if found to be 
ea^ient to do ao by the Provincial Swarajya I^urtlea. and 
thereby further the eanae of Swardya.** 

The readution waa moved in the Conferenee on the opening day 
by Mr. O. & ^adban and waa aaeond e d by Mr. M. E. Jayakar. Ae 
tte diacnaaion on it eooid not be Anahed on that day» it waa taken np 
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lor o om M ir rtiOP next daj tiie S9TH NOVEMBER. Oo Ikk dif 
forthor inmiioiM won added whexebf, beeidas oaUing oo the Goi^rmi to 
vHBne ilia work • of potitinal prope^uida, the laaolotion alao aakad lor 
the feaMod of the leetriotioiie refurding khaddarweaiiiig, eo at to Meflitate 
the aatij of all pdiNeal partiee. 

Mr. Jamnadit Mehlaa Amendtaeiit Defeated. 

Mr. Jamoidaa Mehta moyed an amendmenti atrongly iayoariiig the 
eoatiiioaiioe of office and of preparation for oiyil diaobeSienoe. aa Um On^ goal. 

Mr. K. F. Nanamo. nipporting, auggeated aa a oompromiae that mrmiatft 
memhera of the Rartgr. l&e Mr. Piadhan and othera, he pat op aa the pai^e 
eandidatea for oBhmt iwatead of the party aiemhera themaelyea, aoeeptii^ 
office io ykdatioa of Iheir eleetion pledgee. The amendmeDt waa ideeted 
hj a ahow of haada. 

Mr. Jamnadaa denuded a poll and the Confereiiee dmded. 854 yoted 
agaioat and 156 for the anandmeDt 

Oonplainta faagao to he made to the Preaident* at tlua atage* that a 
Domher ot peraona taking pa^ in the yoting were not aoeredited dekgalaa. 

Mr. Jamnadaa pmteeted that, at leaat 75 peraona* yettog againet the 
amendment were nonddagatea He oaBed on the President to ioyeatigate 
into the oomplainta and ao aend for all the delegate-forms and prevent anyone 
leaving the hall after votingi oo aa to eoable them to verify their eredentialo. 

Diaorderiy Scenes. 

The President replied that ao investigation could not be earned oat at 
that stage, hat he would record Mr. Jamnadas'a protest and dedare the 
amendment rejected and the original proposition carried, ottlgeet to has 
protest. 

Protests and counterproteata began to be hurled now by one aeetion 
against the other, and confusion reigned, Mr. Jamnadaa and his aeetioo 
protestiog that the voting was invalid, till the President adjoorned the 
Conference to the evening. The Conference re-aasemMed in the eveningT 
only to adopt resolutions of thankrgiving. 

MAHABASHTBA SWARAJf PARTY. 

The annual meeting of the Maharashtra Provincial Congress Committee 
and the meeting of the Maharashtra Swang held on this day, the 

29th Nov.» at Pidgahr alao endorsed the main resolution of the Confereiioe» 
sod requested their representatives to place it before the forthoomiog Goiigreaa 
•eaaioD and vote for It 


LiJa Lajpal Rai's Appeal for RecoodBatiQo 

Lala Ligpat Bai, who along with Mrs. Sarojint Naida were exeitiqg 
their indoenee to heal the breach in the 8warai Party* wrote the following 
f^ely artiole in his organ Tk$ Psepli. We commend a careful peroaal of it to 
raadeia:— 

I have tried my bert to sadastand the differeooes between tbe two eectioas of tbo 
^wara) Far^ and for tbe. life of am I have eo far failed to graap them folly. Memra. 
dayoknruMi Kolbar maintain that tbe policy of tbo party ie one of taoponeive eo^pmalion 
and ahonid be enlled by Ibm name. H. MotUal lelnam to label tbe poUqr of the parqr 
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to vqr deiliilte mom. Both tldtf m hS^ polfojr ^ “nontoint mtteMM 

aad vftifoca otomdUm ** hat failed and eaaad be icadapied. Both eidee ate eqaat^ 
afieed tlial tbe paitf baa aeled rtf btly fii aeeeprtag Baai na rt OM oa CoMlMeci and 
for PnrtdeBtahlpi of Coaaella aad tbe AMeably. Heifber amiataiaa that tbe 
eeaatry to prepaied lor Cirtl Dtoobcd te aee. Both bold that CiTil Dtoobedtoaoe to a 
perfcetlj legititiata wwpon to be oMd when tbe ooontry to ready lor wbieh it to not 
at tbe pfMont nmaont. Meesip, ZajaSua and Kelkar aie of opinion that the menbera of 
tbe party bbonld aeeept ninlateiahlpa whenever and wherevi-r ofleied, thoogh only under 
certain oonditiona and oircometanoea, but they do not aee any ioinediate ehanoea of 
nintoterahipa being offered to or aoeepted by them. Pt. ICotilal haa no ob|eeiioB to the 
aeeeptanfle of mintoterabipa by Bwarajiata when tbe Qoveritincnt nabca a gennine offer 
aad givea ertrfenee of a real change of heart. The oonditiona and cireanatanoeo onder 
whieb Meaata Jayakar and Kelkar wonld be prepared to accept ofBoe can not be other than 
tboae oontenplated by Ft. Hoiilal. Here again it to hard to find any mrt difference 
between the two. The only point of diftorenoe whieb aeenia to me to matter relatea to 
the freedM of espreaaion and agitation which lleaara. Jayakar and Kelkar claim for 
their rtewa aad opinions and the right to which to practically denied by Pt. Hotilal in 
tbe name of dtoeipliae. May I rcftpoctfally aak tbe leaders of tbe Bwaraj Party if this 
nmtter to so diftcnlt of adinstment as to make a split inevitoble f 

It has pained me to read that Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, M.L.A., to not satisfied with 
Menrs. Jayakar and Kelkat's resignations from the Bxeeutive Conncil. He wants them 
to leave &s party. It is well^nown that Messrs. Patel and Mehta have all these fonr 
years been eseietoing that freedom of speech and agitation which they are not now 
prepared to osnoede to Messrs Jayakar and Kelkar. May 1 once more isk in all hnmiJity, 
if it is possible to bold together any group of intelligent and self-respecting persons under 
tbe rigid code uf dtoelpline songht to be enforeed by Pt. Motilni f May 1 aak Messrs. 
AUqrankar^ MooqIb and Jamnadaa Msbta, if they eonsiiier sneh a rigorona code of dto- 
dpHne to be ncosssary aad desirable in tbe latger intenrsta of tbe eonntry. Do they 
believe that It is possible to enforce and espeet sneh diaeipline f Have they ever followed 
and observed H themselves t It not, why make so mneh fam aboat it in the present ease T 
Arr theia m peiaone left tat the party who eosld iatervene and compose these minor 
diffhieaesa f It is verv hnmiliatlBf for the whole public life of tbe country to see such 
good aad gnmt workers m the oaase, as tbe chief oombatanu ca both sidee undoubtedly 
Ufa, tndufglng In personalities and ereating a sitaation whieb makee one bopelem ot 
thofatare. We have lor some time past been thinkiog of a rapprocbemeat hstweea tbe 
liwBiaitots and the Liberals, hot instead of that we are now faced with a split in tbe tanks 
of the fiwnraitots thessselves. 

No Time for Sermons. 

The Libtiala aro no doubt jubilant over tbe situation and even such a good and 
gcauiiie patriot aa Mr. Cbintamani has found it imposaible to reatraio himself from 
capiesslag his mtiafaotion openly and whole-heartedly. Mr. Chinumaoi knows, as no 
mm ttoe dees, bow divided his own party in This is not tbe time for a further diviaiou 
In the lanka of the Nationalists. Nor to this tbe time for reading sermons to eaoh other 
lor pact mlitukes of policy and pruetioei. Mr. Chintamani*s patriotism is above anapioion. 
bnt 10 good n student of oontempoimry history us be to cannot reasonably claim that hto 
pnrty prindptos stand vindicated and jaatified. 1 have no doubt that ** Bxtremtou have 
made bnt at tbe sumo time I buve no doubt that bnt for the extotenoe and work 

of the ** Bxtromtots,** the advance in political conditions which tbe Liberuto eiaim to 
their oredit co^ not have been ecorred. The honest truth is that the fathera of the 
Congima were also the fathers of tbe ** Extremist ** party and tbe evolution of tbe Swarajist 
politlos was a natural evolution of the earlier propu^nda of tbe Indian Nattonul Congress. 
The tusk before the Kationaltota to not that of finding fault with each other, nor that of 
gtonting ovtor the divisions among one's rivals, but one of finding a common platform 
nnd a common formnla which oould nnite our aonttered and dtonnit^ rankn It bodeH 
BO good to tbe ooontry to buve so many pditicul parties as the pretent oontroversies 
threaten to bring into existence. Mahatma Gandhi's non-eo-opeimtion to dead and gone, 
But tbs mme to true about the co-operation of Heaara. Cbintamani and others i tbe 
Libend sohool. You can neither co-operate nor non-oo-opeimte wbolo-heartodlj. You 
cannot co-operate, beoanse the ruling power will not allow you the privilege of doing 
so exoept on its own terms, and us bonouruble and honest patriots, you cannot agree to 
those terma. Yon cannot non-co-operato because you are too hopelessly divided among 
youraalva to make any programme of non-co-operation even tolerably aueoessfol. We 
are dtvldod both horiaontally and vertioally. Under the eiicumstanom the path oi 
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Brnmmm ut m wm ifM wmti. 

flMkinw wuSm loaik csImmIv iUIbhImb oattar. 

Iwttikm^itUmni JiqpalMf Mdltlto la gift wpSS^ngm IMUh «ht 
aClktfBi^aa tfMlfii ao^apMlM and 1 wUl tagat Ft MalllaliaallvMMS 


aClktfBi^aa t f— rtfi wia p w a ti w aad 1 wUl kigol Ft Malllal la aMv ««i Mdiff 
MiOBiaag Fl. MaUal it rlglu la hatdiag ikaa tea aaa to aa iHMaa aalMi 

lha Qai waar wmhm aa a(fcr irhiaii Uw ooaayj aoaid ^haaaimhly aaeapl. kalh Buti» 
■ig laka it fnai ■§ that aadar the aiaaeat aireiMhiaeM ihaie to aoohaaaaat the 
tlaaiMNtoltoaktagaajaaahoflv. On the athar hand Min. JasalMr aadlalhHafa 
light lA haUtoig that w tea thare to aaah aa aMir or whaa aa aa j Fiaiflaai the atooBM- 
mnm aoaM jaaMI^ a ahaaga aC aoUcf , a abaagi af gollqr adght ha aaaaMhnd 
aa ha Mila wi th aat aaj biaa la fatoar of or agaiaafe oaiab-phioM laaahBBihli 
oo-waikar la the gahHo gold tor the laat 40 joaii^ la ail haadUty aad with gnat laagaoi 
tor hath gaittoi^ 1 beg to appeal to tbeai to drop their leepcoufe oampaigBe aad lahe la 
Mild wads, gaaeptlag aOtoae aadar OoforaaMat to aalj a awaae to aa aad. Ail aC aa 
waal to balld ap a aalloa. AU detoie polittaal aad aeoaeaue treedoaL TheJaMaia 
the laaaltaataf aaitafa oaaditioaa whioh aiait he tMooed with totoaihto daiaUllij 
bMore a^thlag worth hariag ooald be aehievecL We have bcca wioag teaaaaalag 
that there ooadttloae have been eeeofed or that thej ooald be teeared eo earlj, aad withia 
OBOh a ohoit tiae at we died tor it. There it ao party in the ooBatiy lo^aj whioh 
can boaatly aay that it hae not been gnilty of each aieoapitoaa Let at now oaMO la 
aitBBM aagthtoi. Let at faoe the toete. 


The Faoto. 

The toon aio that we are ooaiBiBnalljr divided ; that thie divtoioa to gattiag waBN 
€nn day ; that the edaoetion we have leeeived and are receiving ie hopeleeeiy maddUag^ 
iaolbotove^ aapiaotieal and moially and eMoomioally inedtoient. it oieatee aad helpa 
ia araitipiying tbeee dlvieioBi ; and hae picdaoed eo moeh anreit, aaemptoymat aad 
atoery in the imnka of the eo-oaUed edaoated in all oommanitlee that Maltitadee of the 
latter are prepared to do anything to gel oat of the eloogh of deepalr into whioh aiiaaai- 
eunoee have thrown them. There to no elaee or gronp of pereone in tho ooaatiy that 
LfMe a bopefal or a oheerfal iito eioept a baadfai of ofdcUie gmtiag tot mtorieik or a 
haadfal of iawyeie etakiag their piiee by eaploitiag the deepemto ooaditioa otf tbo 
litiguu pabiic or a haadial of landlords living on the iweateo laboor of their tenaata 
The Btaadard'ol life bae rtoen on all sidee bat tbo meane of keepiag ap ibat ataodord are 
not tottbooming. Trade and indnatiy are both paralyeed. The eapitalioie aad tba 
workeia are both oryiag for help bat no help to tortboomlng. Tho top-beavy dystaai ef 
hae Irnwr even mare wooden tboa it wee before 1911. The totaetioa to 
bewiidming and perplexing in the extreme. Inetced of oonoentrating onr adado oa 
dadiag a eolatloB of oar problema, we are dghting over words, formaiae aad pbraom. 
Tboie to maoh work to be dene tor whioh we have neitbar men nor money, lawead af 
eadaavoBfiag to dad the latter, we ate watting energy end tiem la qnanelliag aad 
calbag eaeb athar aaaMk Let at throw aaide vaaity, dip deep into oar aaala aad ia all 
boaeoty aoe oar mioiakce aad faalta. Where to the bm aoMing as who oaa throw etoaeo 
oTaaotef Wbme is the sonl amoag as who oaa my be bae beta right all aloag aad 
will always ha right in lotnrer We have erred ia the piwt There to ao gaaiaatee that 
wa ohall aot err ia the iatore. The only thiag to do to to reoogaiie oor poet orreri^ try 
to mahamp tor them oad provide ogaiaat mOiag Mmilar onore in the fatora 

The eoaatiy to orying tor food, tor olothee, tor aaoitary hoooas for adaoMtoOi tor 
work oad wagee, aShi we are dgjbtiag over wotda Theooaairy to getting kopolomaad 
•oaUemaad wearawiai«Jiagovertormalaa The ooaatry to going to thoddgeaadwa 
are faelplBg the latter in tearing ao into ptoeee. The ooantry » being donadod if all 
oeadlliODBOfaetf-ieopoot,and woarofaUiagootfortheprmtigeof iadlvidmtoaad paittoA 
Htadae aia at»»tiiig with Hladaa HasUme with Maaliam aad both with eaah ochea Tha 
hmtaeMi^ as am behaving like Kero. May 1 hamUy veatare to eoggoit thot Ihto to 
ao time tor qaanclliag aad osafasioB worse o o Bioo Bd ed f KothiBg to imetoftole^y 

withia icaoh. Hotbiag to immodtotelj laaliabla. Thegoal to not ia nght^ tha witfcite 
am 00 tew. Let weigh oor woidi^ batomoe oor aotioasi tarn tho im peai lhUi t y af 

amklna the eltaefton ateolBtehr IrredeiaMhle ehooJd toll oo oor heode. Letoaaovar 
forget thot militoae ore haagiag oa oor wofda They look to os tor light oad g o htoa oe 
aad tor oveataal dehveiaaoa Wo oaanot expoet aoy merqr or oaaaidcmttoB tram them 
if wafaUthcmatthtoiOBetaia Aad toil them we maet H we peieiit ia oar pnmat 
vaiaqtlariaoaattltade, to playtog apaa woide, aad to watting time aad maa^ avar fatUa 




hf If iti Nrifa and Lab Udpak Bai. wko wan alao p i aaio t waa tefahtfa. 
na paoaaadfap warr kald fa aaama. It waa awdaatttaattanapaaaiaw 
aowpacaton no iataation of bodgiag an inoh fma ttair poakiaa. ft 
waa pointad vat, howafar. that iaftnal Aaamioaa^ ftomft tkaf did 
aaalariaily axiat amoag the Swatajiata. axpaaad tha partp to paUia ridMa 
and that an aarip iodkation of thoB waa not too wqr oi wiadon. Soft waa 
daeidad bp aoauton atnaant that toa aoaal hoatSkiaa aboold alaaa aa aitoor 
aida tiD too paitp naatioc to ba bald at Cawnpwa daaidad ono wap or otbor. 

Tha foBowiag agraanant waa finallp aignod Iqr Pan^ Uotflal. Maaaia 
Kalkar. Japabar and Ifooaii:— 

"la «la» «a tha apptaaahing iMiiM a( tha Cangiaaa at Oampon^ it bagiaail 
(I) that ail pahMeoan ti oaei w r and prapaganda, an tha qaaattoa ut the Bmia] Bittf<h 
pnagwa, ahatl ewaa ea bothaldea, tUI tha Cawapon Oaagitaa haa M ; Q) ttataAer 
tha Caampaia Oaagiaaa aad aabiaet la tha daeiaiaaa o( the paitp at Cawapaar, thara 
ahatthafaniiher^alexpiaariaaalTiawa'iaalltha membaia of tha paity till aaah ttaa 
aa the paitp taallp deeMaa ItapngiaauaalarthaaeatgeaaialalaetiaBtatbalaiialataiea 
aad (•) thatthaqaaatioaatthaaaaaptaaaealagtoi^ oraap other kiadnd qaeatiaa. m»f 
ba niaad at tha aMatiag, or aeatlagt ct the pwtp, that aaap be held, ia latare, for tlw 
paipow il daeUlag the alaetiaa piagmama ol tha partp." 

In pannnnoa of toia agnamont. the paUk naeting whieb had boon 
aaUad for that anniog bp too Swaraj Porto did not take plaoa. Pandit 
lio^ eonoeilad bia tour in tha Deoeon, aad retornad to 
SIndiariPi tha BaaponaiTO Gowpanton obaarred aflenea. 

Hm raanlti of too oonfaranoa wan raooiTad with general 
ia polManl abdaot aa the drat atop toworda onntaal ntopraahoinont, batwaen 
toa two winga of too Partpi at the anauing Oawnpon Congnaa. Tha 
aaaBbon of the Oonferonoo alao gonanllp ozprenod aatiafaetion at too aattlr 
aaanb Bat Pandit Nohrn aaid to too “ Tinieo of India ” " It leana mo 
oxaatlp when I waa!' aad added that the qnaation will eonte op baton toe 
naal^ of Bn Cooneil of the Partot pnniaionaUp fixed at Cawnpon for 
toa fifito Daooatbar. 

Mr. Japakaftaaid bia aeetion of the ftitp bad boon atniggling to aeann 
too liglb to axpnao toair opinima on the Partp’a prognmna witboot being 
laqnirad to go oat qj too Portp. and toa agnaoMnt bad now aaearad than 
ttorii^ Aaeordinifp toap daeidad to wait and aeo what too Puto will 
daaifa at Oawnporak a^ toan tbop will datonaine their lino of aation. 

(Far ftaOm Fnauikm Sat p. SS€). 



The Liberal Movement 

The U. P. Ltbetal Association. 

At tbs mssfeiiic of tbs Unitsd ProTinost Libsrsl AMOolstion» hsld st 
Allshsbsd on ths SM Jnlj 19S5»tiia speeoh of Lord Birkenhead in the Hones 
of Loida on the 7feh Ji^ snd the snti-Indisn legiaUtioo of the SooA 
Afrioso Government were ooneidered. 

Sir Tcj Bahadnr SAPBU. Ghsirmsn of the Aaaooistion, in the eonise of 
hia speech, asid that Lord ^rkanhead’a remarks raised some important 
iasnea. Different interpretation had been put on that speech : some holding 
that he had kept the door open, others equally atroogly stating that it had 
been eztremelj diaappointiog. When Lord Reading proceeded to 
it was natnimllj expected that a vefy important annonncement would ho 
made by the Secretary of State after hia conference with the Govemor- 
Oencral, giving aome ■atisf action at least to some claaaee of Indian politioisna. 
said Sir Tcj Bahadur 

'* 1 confess that having read the speech more than once with the respect 
due to his position and, I may also add, with my knowledge of the working 
of the Government of India— as that may be aocieiit— 1 have been die* 
appointed with that speech. One who carefully aiialyicd the speech found 
t^ the advocate got the better of the statesman in the case of Lord Birken- 
head, who stated that no decision had been arrived at by himself a^ the 
British Cabinet, but yet the speech wal full of announcements of decisions. 

“ While emphasising that no decision could be taken before the Govern- 
ment of India a^ the Legislative Assembly expressed their opinions,*' said 
Sir Tcj Bahadur, " Lord Birkenhead made it plain that they could not 
accept the Minority Report at this stage." 

Next the Secretary of State went on to say that many of the recommen- 
dations of the Minority Report could be oanjed out by regulations and did 
not require an Act of Parliament. From which it was evident that the 
Minority Report must be taken as dead. The speeoh further contained 
decisions with regard to the Services and the liidianisation of the Army, 
Continuing, Sir Tej Bahadur said : — 

** But there are certain obiter dicta of the £x*Lord Chancellor in t}|iis 
speech which to my mind are equally important, if not more important 
than the positive statement or dccisioo arrived at by His Majesty's Govern- 
ment. For instance, he said that the terms of the preamble of the Govern- 
meat of Indha Act were even now not incapable of realisation, but they bad 
first to expel and exercise the demon of suspicion. Nobody could disagree 
with Lord Birkenhead about this matter, but the question which arose was 
whether the referenoe that bad been made to partnership and trusteeship 
and the attitude which he bad adopted in regard to the question of the 
^rviees and Indiaiiisation weiw ealculated t> expel and exercise the demon 
of suspicion in the Indian mind. If this demon was not killed, even in the 
mind of those who could not possibly be described as hostile to the British 
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coMtcti oB or mifriaiidlj.lo Ike Belomie. Lord Btrkenbeed ooold aot ponillr 
dUmm e eerleiD emoaiit of rotponeilnlitj bgr Ike tpeeek tkeft be dethnned*’. 

The Bojal Committioii. 

Froeeediugf Sir Ti({ Bakador aaid that Lord Birkenhead had iireod tkal 
the door waa never oloaed if the rea|>onaihla leadeia of Indian thought 
ehowad e aineare and genoine deaire to cooperate with the Government in 
making the heat of the eziating ConatitOtion. Rit the qneitlon waa whether 
the eireumatancea aziating at the present moment would joatify any Govern- 
ment or Parliament in appointing a Royal Commission for the revkion of 
the Cooatitntion or hrioging into existence any other maobinery for that 
purpose. So far as this waa eoneeroed Lord Birkenhead was extremely 
elusive and indefinite* beyond saying that wise men and sagacious men 
were not slaves of dates and that if. certain conditions were fulfiBed it was 
eoneaivable to him that the revision of the Gonstitution might take place 
before 1929. 

He wanted a genuine desire to co-operate with the British, from rer 
ponsible leaders of Indian thought, in making the best of the existing 
Constitution. Was not the Constitution worked most genuinely and most 
sinoerely by a number of politicians, who. in doing so. had incurred the 
odium of a considerably large number of their own countrymen, and several 
Local Government had borne testimony to the sincerity, seal, and ability 
of Indian Ministers 1 The speaker could not understand Lord Birkenhead 
when he said that the Constitution had neither altogether suoceeded nor had 
it altogether failed. 

Attitude of other Parties. 

After referring to provincial autonomy. Sir Tq Bahadur said the real 
issue was. what was going to be the policy of the Government in England 
with reference to India and they had to clear their ideas about it. So far 
as he and his party were concerned they had neither overlooked the diffi- 
culties of the present situation, nor had they minimised them. On behalf 
of his party he could affirm that they had followed the policy of co-opera- 
tion. notwithstanding the many defects, shortcomings and humiliations of 
the Constitution. Row they rejoiced in the change of spirit which was 
steadily coming over certain other parties. Ihere were signs that those 
who had withheld their co-operation only yesterday were now willing to 
offer it in committees and other bodies. But they must work for a suffi- 
ciently long time to enable their critics to judge whether they had been 
since really and genuinely working. To withhold co-operatioii at the 
present moment was to furnish another urgumcnt to their powerful 
opponents. 

While lecsgnising the courteous refeienee to the Liberal Party by Lord 
Biikenhead. bir Te) B^adur felt bound to express his own feeling in the 
matter, that speeches like Lord Birkenhead’s w ere not calculated to atrengthen 
the bimds of the supporters of the Liberal Party. If there were any 
liberals in this oount^ who thought that they oould rsad in the speech 
much hope for the future, he wished publicly to disassociate himself from 
them. &t the real queotion which arose before them was. what tb^ were 
going to Their eritica in India and in England were exploiting their 
differences and the time had come when they moat not merely frankly 
acknowledge that there were those differences, bnt try to remove them lo 
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thcMl it Ihiir aliSilT aad oHaottr. lor ha Mk ahaoiatalir oailaiB thai 
«haa mm theaa t S h m a m wtat raa ao fad thoir poaMon la winaiaf aaH* 
fomaMal vaokl ha iaiailaljr atawfor thaa Ik war at pfoaaal. TIm waiA 
af Laid BM wa h aa d . Niafe lot khom paodoea a Ooaatikakba vhiah aaniad 
bahind B a iafr an aaa r a a! faaaral agreaBMOk aaoag tha graaa paoplaa of 
lo^ «BB inpoitaat to raaiambar. It waa aha aoaaiaaqr for aaeh parigr ko 
oaaraoaaB faaiaga ol p i aa kig a aod liao aoparior tor poUtf aoaaidoratioiia. Ha 
M aot with ttak ooa pattjr ahcwld marga into aaothar. Taking a bfoad 
▼iOv than wan no vital or aobatantial diflbnneaa ao far aa tha anio qaar 
thm af Nm attainBOiik of aoUhv>ranuBont waa eoBOornad. 

SlgOLVT lOH a. 

BaaolntiaBa wan than ionnally paaaad azptaaaing gnva diaantiafaotioa 
with Loid Birkanhaad’a apaoeh. nrgiDg tha aoeaptanaa of tha Minoritr 
B^kOit of tha Mnddiman Gommittaa. and affirming that in tha haot inkanaka 
of tiko oonatiy avaij pditieal party ahonid work tha praaaat ayatam. nnaatir 
botory aa it waa> to dan on ak n ta tha fitnaaa of Indiana for national aaU- 
gomnawiik Iha amati Bg alao aondamnad tha Cohwr Bar Bill of tha Sooth 
Afriean FOrliaaaanA and raeommanded tha Govornmant of India to adopt 
a po^ of ntaliation in otdar to viodioata India’a atatns in tha Empin. 


Tba NalioBal l Fadankioiia 

▲ latiitiiig of Nm GonaeQ of tha Indiaa National Ubard Fadention 
waa hdd attha Indian Aaaodatfon hall. Galaotta on tha ISA Angnat ' Largo 
anatbor of aMaabon. iadnding Sir P. C. Hitter, Sir Davapraaad Sarte* 
dhflmi, and npnaantotiTaa from Bomhay, dm United Pnvineae. and tha 
Oaatnl Pkovinoao, haridn aovanl TiaitMa, wan praaant. 

la tha a h aa a aa of tha Fnaidont, Dr. B. P. Pnaipya, Sir Taj Bahadar 
Sapta took tha ehair. In oponiag dw i^oeaadiaga, the Chainnan mada a 
fadfaf nfonaoa to tha death of Sir Samndnnath Banoijaa. Baaolotiona 
wan paaaad affiniag eoaddenn at the daatha of Mr. C. & Dma and ffir 
^ nrndnwiakh. wUeh won pot fioai tha ehair. 

The OoaiMQ doSbontad for over two hanra on Lnd Birkonbaad’a ap aae h , 
and paaaad aaahboiataraaolationozpnaaing gnat diaoppdntnMnt wMi tha 
aktoiaaoab oagiiw Skat Nm roooauaandatioaa cf tba Minori^ of tha Mnddiman 
T'naanilltaa ahonid bo aoaai^, aad tiiat atopo abanld be taken withoot 
kaaof thaato pat kha O un at Ho k hu of India on a permanant baaia, aad at 
tha aaaaa tfaaa aBiokog tha aonvietlo n that tha CSonatitotioB, hawarar na* 
aakWaetoiy ad^ ba, ahonid ba worked to tha beat advantaga af tha 
aanatiT, dapnwiating indiaer im inata obakrnation. 

Tha OonaaO finthar meardad atrong dtaan^nral of Lord Bfarkeahaad’a 
opiaioa dw ladjaaiaadon of the army aad tha foton of tta 

(Hvjl Sarafan n baiag iaaompatiblo with the baaio idn of BaaopnafUa Go* 

Tha Ctannail alao mooidadlhairiBdignBatpfotaatagainat"tbaantrata' 
anaaadaali-lBdhaBailata^tatndaeodiB tha SonA Afriean PuSamoat,’ 
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odA Mibd upon Ite OowdmbI oi Ub to otond vp in koMvr of thio 
ooontrj ood t^o loUliatoiy oolioii. 

Ilia Gomml riooidid tfcair aoppoit to tbe ronlotfaMi aofod bpSr 
D. P. flortodhikori raeo mm ondi o g ^ aattiog op of o ooiiaoDlioii Tmmkir 
iof of olootod 'moBibori of tlio Lositblofo mod ropwoimtrti^ of poUio 
bodloi to from % Oonatitatioii for lodio. 

The Cooooil inbmotod thdr Conmittoe to dioft o admM aid to loli^ 
thdr ropoft bf Norombor Mxti and oifod tint the oottoo oaoiio datp oboold 
bo abolitbod lanaodiotaly io riow of tbe promt itiaitoiiod drcfimtopooi 
of tbo mUl indottrj. 


The Bomhay PioviodcJ Uhoial Coofeieiice. 

Tbo f oortb Bomboj ProTioelal liborol Gooforonoo woo bold at Poona 
«D Ibo S9tb« Aofoit 1936. In tbo ooono of bit Prondontinl addroto 
Mf C. Y. Cbintomooi toid : — 

**lt it nj oDfoltoring eonrietion tbottbe Sworaj Poitp’o prindplot, 

^ 1100 and notboda will not aoooeod any more than tbo o n dofllod Gandbkm of 
two oarlior yoort in oooelenting piogrm to Swond* M ilitaiy rerolt boing 
ontbinkaUot oopbomiamt lor rerohitionary or aand-domi*reTolntionuy 
ii|itbodt baring foiled and being deatincd to foil bowaoeror aldlfnlly triadf and 
iaaetion being at onee eowatdly aelfiab and unpotriotie. wo boro loft to no 
tbo ponnit of eonatitotionol onda by oonatitotional moana oa tbo only 
politic method open for wiae potrfoto to follow**. Tbo Piondont then gore 
an anoiyaia of tbe work and repoita of tbo Befonna Enqniiy Gommiltao and 
ooid : ** I toy that tbe BMoority of tbo Moddimon Committoo did aoant jnariaa 
to tbo foeta related before them by tbooo who wore in tbo beat poaition te 
opook of tbo working of tbe dyar^ieol ayatom and wrote a repoit narked 
I 9 intaUeetnal tbinneaa» aopoHkial treatmont of tbo aa 1 doet» politic paitialiti 
on tbo part of three and politieol tnnidify on tbo pari of at IomO one ol 
tbo aignatoriee. and made to ^ OorernorGenoial in GonnoS roeommonder 
tiona ao inadequate that I bare no boaitation in oommiltfog niyeolf to tbe 
oplaion» now that they bare ahnoet bm a eeopte d by tbo OorenmenA that 
tbo intoreata of IndUa woidd bare boon aorrod far b atte r if that G o nn n ill iaa 
bad naror bean annoiniliad**. 

*'l appeal to Lord Beading aad to Lord BirkonboadL 1 appeal to them 
in your namruud minof and appeal earnaetly and reapeetfiil|y» not to dreg 
tb^ minda wllb tbo p laoaiMli t ioa and eophiatriee of wbieb tbo reaortoaaif 
and intorooted pormanoot Serrioeo are alwaye fell* to pnt off wbat to tbaai 
fa tbo orfl day oi reform» but to apply tbeir powwinL indopondont minda 
to tbo wbolo of tbo problom, to look at it from all poiiita of rlow» to bring 
to bear upon ila ooneidowlion tbo inralnablo ^ iariidb w 

fa re ii gbl i to ro mom b o r ^ tbeir iaaetion ieiM to bo tbo ^oe and tbo 

tef «■ to te VM|^ iteto nhn tef an, aad totodnttrirtoMp 
«l taitod «te. — a to te kt Itote Inad aad dapteinadtoiaMlrf 
an iteHto fontftnttd aad pioeperoaab baenaeo ebe la oottOoroninfr an Indht 
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wM W to koBw to Bb^hM iiiMnd of mfetonlat to to wtot 
Bir IMBtoa WBddBrbdn dMeritod tor •• bMiii tto ttoktoB aft tod 

. ItontaB Ui Ml i nH a n to eoa o wto propoMli of nfem in tto OoMfettotioii 
of too fmtto toatoM of GoTonuMBk, toe Pitoidaiil r«itonitod,tVa BManarot 
toto tofo toio odfaiMad in toe eoantry in foneral end fto litoml Pertr 
to pn itoi o l i r . . Heetoiortooeitotn pfopodtool hieoim, of whieh toe moel, 
wpotoMl'ii toed toe onnnel mOitory ezpftnditare etoold be toed ok o 
oeitobtoaiOt wbieb will nok tore to to Titod by toe Aiaembly* tot ony 
MoefB tlok mtft in the (3ofeniorOenerol*i opinion» be recinirto in eieeae 
toeieof in any year lor the defence of toe ooontry, will hoTc to bp anbmittoll 
to toe Toto of ^ AMcnibly in toe approTcd form of a demand for giant. * 

In eon d oMo a ^ toe Premdeot laid 1 hare a qneition to pot, wl^h, of 
oomiA I do reapeekfolly to the Seoretaiy of Sttoe wad the Viceroy. A the 
Wwifpitoi peiiiek In refoiing ofBee ato following their own peculiar policy, 
wiD toot to a jnatiflealaon of OoTemment^e policy of inaction t Did 
fib Henry OaaptoD Bannerman heeitate to confer adf-Ooremment npon 
toeTtoaBfanlaad toe Orange Ftoe Sitoe baoauae of the policy of General 
Hntoof and hia foDowent 1^ Mr. Lloyd George detone* to treat with 
repreeeitoiHrea from Ireland became of Mr. de Valera and thoee who went 
wito hhnf After all, why are there non-oo-operatore or Swandietet Are 
toey not the oflbping of the poHoy of tto toreanoratio Government t If there 
had been no Itowlatt Act, would Mr. Gandhi have launched npon hie 
fitoyepnha campaign I If there had been 'no Punjab horrora, followed by 
tto faihne of the Government to impoae anitable puniahment npon the 
miwreanta, would there have been non-oo'operation movement ! If, afte/ 
Mr. Montagu left the India OfBee, the apirit and temper of the Government 
had not undaiione a regrettable tranaformatioo, of which illnatratioao could 
to given, would toe Libeiala have anifered auoh daieata and the Swardiita 
wonanoh viatorieaintheelectiomf To continue the praaent policy will to 
lor too Qovemment to prdong the life of political eztremiam and to bind 
henahlamelatoitabrow. 


B 1 i o L u T 1 o n 8 . 

again amt nest day tto 80 TH AUGUST and paaaed tto 
ihitiiig to eonatitntional advance 
of tto Bombay Ptovineial Liberal Gtoferenee recorda ita 
imntiafafltinn at tto leeaat pronooneament of the Secretary 
and toe Vieerof, aa embodfiag a mialaading view of the 
givemment in India, and ledueing to’ a 
» tto gnaatien of conafiinHanal advance and tto virtual accept- 
1 tto nimtitm of too Minority Beport of the 
ananOy epaaking, toe condaaiom which 
of Ihc paoplt of India 
ain ti oai of toe dlMonltiee aatnaUy esperieaeed in the adminiatratlon 
lam now in fafvt, 
ii «!. tteci 

M MkMtmiM nd th, wdhWta, aixl adfMMr 

mmi Hat, wiAmt uf Ioh of tniOi Hi, 

■Bd mm ifiM* tki iriodiM noouMnd* 
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■titini o( dM Muddimu ConrnMM. vis.. Itat Maps AooM bs trina iitlk* 
with, bf tba appointBaiit of m Bofal Oaaaiite or oAkwIm^ «• pairlho 
c o uatl kit i o B of Britiah Indb oo a naraiaaaal baabt aiA piaa W aa a lar 
pFitw M in Ao fatuo”. 

Tbe Oonfaronee also pa a aad a raoiriiitioB aaeoiAoK sapport to th# aah 
priaeipisa of tho “ CoBamonwaalth of India BQl ” and rseoanaaadad II to 
tbe eonaidatation ’Of the Oorennient, the Llbanl FedeiaHoa aad albar 
pcditieal partiae in India. 


Indiadaation of Ae, Ataap. 

AnoAer leaolution co n de mn ad Ao attitude of the Ssofatatp of 8Ma to 
the ** notional demand for the Indi ani aa t ioB <rf tbe Anay,** and Ae aAaaM of 
gradnal IndianiMtion aa inrolving intolerable delay. 

The C^letenee alao protested againat the ** on t iageon a aatrladian BIB ** 
ktaly introdneed in the Unioin Honae of Assembly of SooA Afiisa> aad 
requeatad Aa Indian delegatioB to Ae foiAeonuap aaaaion of Ao Laagaa 
of Nations in Oenera to raise before that aasaoably the qaastfaw of Ae dimhf- 
litias of Indians in Ae mandated territony of Ihnpanyika. in pniaaaaee of 
Ao resohitioB passed in tbe Indian LagialatiTe Akaembly oa Ao aaldoeb 

It was alM decided to protest apaiast Ae G ofemmentTe deafaiea to 
giee effect to Ae Lee Commiaaion’a reeommoadations, in nntiaipotioB of mr 
doeision on Ae eubjaet of oonatitntional adeaaee. 

AnoAer raaolntion urged that hookmakera, in eonnaatioo wiAheaw 
rasing, ahoold in no ease be allowed ; that Aa running of Abd alnm rasa 
spesfA ho diaoontioaed ; that Ae third oneloanre oa • Aa rnea eooiem in 
BtInAoy and Foona should be closed ; and that Ao miniaMsm stake ahoald ho 
laiaad faom Ba. S to Ba. 10. 


Bombay MiU Induatiy. 

Tho Conferaoee also paaaad a resolution relating to Ao Boaabagr aafll 
indnatry, dfaapproving of tho doeision of Ao Ooeenunont of India ogafnat 
Aa repeal of Ae Bzeiae Dnto on Indian eowlon goods urging 

the appointment (d a oommittee forAwiA to inquire into tho eondi ti ou of Ao 
inAutry. wiA a riew to finding out whsAer it camni hold Ba own ogainst 
foiaigB eo m peti ti on without a aa i sto mi e from Ao GoromnMnh and ahaaaator- 
is^ Ao deeiaion of Ae Bombay mill owners to rsdaoo the wagso of An 
miB < 9 statifos ae haiA and wdnsC; 


m- 


Tho Boror Libotol Coaforoaco. 


Bofonaa Baport Oauonnsad. 

pNaidiagatAoAirdBasnr lAoral Ooafaconao an Amaaati oa Bto filA 
Oetabar IWfi. Bandit Hirday WaA Enona to Us opanbag oddrsaa. lolndng 
to Ao loport of Ae BaformsBagifay Oonnitop,aaid AafiAoUrfaaltoBtiHb 
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haA m ntf wdaiamMa veoepfeiM fli the baodi of lha foUb. ttaaoMd 

wm wtmmaif muimmi 
hfwmiA^AuiamaipiiStiM lUtammmmiMom wma wagatdkL 

maOmatriahmaiAmimvin^ TIr B aynt 

on tba ellRr IwDdf waa walaomad aa a Ipoid and faipg^ doowwal anitfiy 
fortiit widiiiiiaMwaiibbtogioiontihabainof.tbaaTidaaM raaaivad bf ikt 
Oomtttoa. .tha eaaa far a laifiod ehanga bodi^in tiM PmWoc^ a^ tba 
Ganlnkl Govemmaiilb Indiana bad baan praaaing for ainna lima for tba 
aHmlimtion of djarebj* but thay did nol laaUaa tba Inll atrangtb of lliair 
alaim till tba paUioalion of the OommiUaafa lapoit. 

Bafaning to Lord Birkanbaad'a atatamant tiiat dfarehj bad naitbar 
ahogetifar anooaadad> nor aitogatbar failadL Pandit Knnsro aaid that if 
dTarobj bad not ahogatber anoo^ed ao far» it might fadriy ba bald to bara 
failad. It aonld not ba given a better trial than It bad already. In the 
beginning it waa worked by mao wbo» altbongb not aatiafied with tba Bef onnat 
ma^ aa aameat attempt to make the moat of them. And it waa tbay who 
piononnoed the preaent ayatem to be inoorably defeotiTe. It waa, therelorai 
latQa to expaet that the pditioal atmoapbere would become more faTonrable 
to the davalopmant of dyarchy hereafter. The preaent ayatem bad afforded 
and ooald afford no training in reaponaible government The laok of 
organiaed partiea in aupport of Miniatera waa emphaaiaed by nearly every 
local Government, and the Govemmenta of Bombay and the Central Fror 
vinoea pot it forward aa an argument againat further conatitutional advance. 
Miniteeii being dependent on the g^-will of the reaerved ball for the 
carrying out of their poUciea, ware regarded aa part of the Government 
And ao long aa the diviaion of anljeota into reaerved and tranafarred eon* 
turned, it would ba impoaaible for them to oonaolidate their poaition in regard 
to the non-olBeial membera of the Council. 

Miniaten’ Difficultiea. 

The dilBcultiaa of the Miniatera, the apeaker continued, would be more 
vividly raaliaed when it waa remember^ that they had loat their iniluenoa 
and popultfite io many provincea becauae of the action taken tba Governor 
in Omi^ with whom they were aaaoeiated in the government of the Pro* 
vinoa. £Ead the aame action been taken by a Government wholly raaponaihle 
to the Council, the policy of the Government might have been hotly 
criticiaad, but there would have bean no auapioion that tba anomaloua 
poaition of the Miniatera bad made them the toola, however unwilling, of an 
alien Government. To argue the unfitneaa of Indiana for iocfaaaed raapon- 
aahility from ^eir nnwillingneaa to follow implicitly the lead of the Miniateri, 
waa daBbarately to ignore the lundamentak of tba aitnation. Incomplete 
power could not aiqcy whole-hearted allagianoe. The aim of all politioal 
partiea in the Coondla waa to remove the waakneaa inherent in the preaent 
Conatitotion by bringing about the eatabliahmant of a Govammant that 
would have the power to command their faalinga. IBl that aim waa 
achiavad there could ba no diviaion of partiea on linea familiar to atodanta 
of partiamantary inatitntiona in the Weat. To inaiat that it ahoold be 
otharwiaa waa to aak human nature to change ita lawa in India. 

Indiana in tiia Army. 

BajMdfng tin Indiaoiaation of the An^, Pandit Knnim aaid that 
IndWa reward for ahraya having need c on a titu tional matiioda lor bringiog 
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•ibaiifc tte fedrtv of hor griofwioeo witb logoid to tho Annjr* tho lof aHr 
oodMorlfloioof honoM daring the War» nod tlie foun of Totponrilnlito 
dkfJoydby bor r o pr oiontotivoi in too loot AMomblj woo "tho intobroMo 
ifioiiH of tod ibliOM of lodkoMotioa of oiilit uinfei.” Tbe faorio of too 
oight onSto ■ehooito ooomod to be too pollof rooommoodod bf Lord Bbboito. 
It woo koowD toot when too loto LjrttOD oow toot oomotoiBg woald 
bsf o to bo dono to open wider toe door of odmimon to the Ind^ Olril 
Serfioe lor Indiono he reeomiiiended in 1878 the formotioD of o "elooo 
Ntoive Qril Senrioe,’* for which ladioot otone were to be eligible. Tho 
right aoiti ooheme woe the eoanterport in the ormj of the ** eloee Notiro 
Gbnl Sorfice.” The differonee. howoTor. between 1878 end now woo toot 
** while in 1878 OoTomment woo on our tide* to*doy it io o • determined 
opponent of our progreoo.’* 

The Skeen Gommittee. the opeotor oboer?ed» would be powerleoo to 
deolwSho problem on the proper oolntion of whioh depended the reolin- 
tioo of Swiunri* The Indion Wor Conferenoeoi 1918odoptedoreoolntion 
hnpMoring on ^Temment the neoeooitr for the grout of o oubotontiol number 
of King’o Gommiorione. The reoolurion woo moved by tbe Mohonoe of 
Koohmtr ond oupported by the Bloboroo of Gntoh oi^^ the Mohoirieo of 
Ahror. Dholpur ond Kapurthilo. Not merely hod the roopome to thio 
reoolntion been moot diooppointing but Lord Birkenheod woo not onre 
whetoer tone would juotify the polt^ oonoeoriono that hod been mode* 

Gommonweolth of Indio Bill. 


Gontintting, the opeoker ooid We hove been promked by Lord 
Birkenheod thot if we drew up n oonotitution oeoeptoble to the people of 
Indio it trill leorive due oonriderotion from hhn> the Government of Indio* 
ond the ototutory commisoion* whenever ft moy be oppointod. The oaouimnoe 
io not worth much ; but if Lord Birkenheod io deoirouo of evoking Indioa 
effort lor the improvement of the omotitation* let him give oeriouo oon- 
ofderotkm to the Gommonweolto of Indio Bill* with whtdi the nomee of 
Dr. Bewmt ond Sir Td Bohoduv Sopru ore o oe ori o t eiL Then moy bo 
diSmenoeo of opinion obout.tha: dbtoilo of tho JBQI* but notwilhotonding toe 
rofuiol of toe AU-Ihdin Gbngrom Cbmorittoo to ouppott it the genoool 
prinriploo underlying k will receive roody oeoeptoMe in toe equntry.**^ 

FSnolly* the Pi^t mferring to tho pooirion of Indiona in South Afrioo* 
denrihed tto Bonrvotfon of Anno BE on '^otaggoriog in So iiiignily ond 
meonneoo” He eoneindod with on oppeol to libemlo ond Indopentonto to 
orgoniioond to turn their ottontom to toe work of Diotriet Bom^ tovough 
wUeh th«y oooid help mntoroHy Oownrdo the uidift of the de^nmed 


The Madron Noa-Bynkmia C o a f o d o r n t i 6 a • 

The ninth owoion of tho Modno Nmi-Biokmin Gonfedention woo hold 
nt liodioi. oa the 19to Doeoitoar 1988 under too Ftooideapy of tho Am. 
Mr. JodhoT* Minitoer of Bdneotion* GovornoMint ol Bomboy. The Brio of 
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Vmmi* Sr A. P. FiAro,Div»D Bidudar Sfafomn PSibb MinitUn to tto 
Qawmmme of the of Vi n^ Bagiri, tbi R4% of Parkkunadf. 

’ 9 ad m oambir til mraibeii of the liidcM LagiilaliTi CSomioil altondod Iho 
OonfadonltoD. 

PRISIDIITTI AL A D D R I 8 8 • 

Id tho oonne of hia iddnata the Praai^nt aald 

** WhatoTor Swangkia nay alaod for io other parte of Notharo 
Swandism ia ayoonymoua with B^miaiam in tha Martohi-apaakinR diatriatB 
of tha Central ProTinoaa and io Baimr. Tha Brahmin poUtieiana of tha Daoeaa 
and Kamatak and alao of tha Bfadraa Pramdanoy are wearing the cloak of 
Swarajiam to hide their inner aalfiah motitraa m they axpaot that it will help 
toam to prcaarva their Tcatad righta» priTilagaa and mooopoliaa. 

*‘Tha atrong weapon of tha Brahmin ia miarapraaantation many a* tima 
dalihantaly praetiaad. Slaodar boldly. Something alwaya atieka '* ia hia 
motto. Ha will repeat hia aoouaaUona and miarapraaantatiooa aran thoiigk 
ha be often azpoaad. 

** Wa hare to fight with thaaa tactioi. .Wa have to azpoaa them ia order 
td free onr brothara from tha maahaa of their artfully woven nata. In fmt 
wa have to doaa up onr ranka and offer a united front Aa along aa wa 
are dividadi aa long aa one community diatniata another or one community 
daapiaca another ao long ahall wa not be able to make tha ailact of our full 
atrangth felt by our opponanta. 

** Wa have to give up tha falaa notiona of aupariority and iniariorf^ 
and ambraoa avaryona, to whatever caata or creed ha may belong* aa a brother 
on a foofing of perfect equality. In theca daya tha Brahmina are trying their 
beat to cat one oommunity againat another and thua oauaa a aplit in the non- 
Brahmin oamp. Wa have to take atapa to oountaraet thaaa miachiavoua 
attempta of our opponanta. 

** Tha Brahniin Swanjiata are peat maatara io tha art of jobiiunting* but 
whan they find that tha non-Brahmina alao want to have tl^^r ahara* thqy 
have bean condammng tha Party for aapiring to gat what they already are 
in pomaaaion of. 

** Public aarvioe by itadf ia not bad. It ia nacaaaary that for tha advance* 
mant of InSa her public aervica ahould be afficiant and honaat and impartial. 
Aa long aa there ia a monofmly of one community all thaaa three, via, 
aflbianey. honaaty and impartiality, are in jeopardy. For tha orderly pro* 
graaa of tha country, tharafora, an admisetura of caataa ia nacaaaary. 

** Bat thia ia not tha Brahmin view. Ha wanta to ding to public aarvicaa 
and at tha aama tima to condamn tha Non*Brahmin Party for trying to 
aacuia thdr due diara. 

** Another charge that ia brought againat the non-Brahmina ia that thpy 
Indiacriminataly anpport Govarnmanc. Thia ia an utterly f^ aharga. and 
the Bragin SwarAilata know that it la untrua. They will nave to a^it 
that whanavar tha non-Brahmina voted againat Govarnmant tha latter waa 
defeated. And whanavar tha non*Brahmina aupportad Govaromaot tiia 
SirongutB ware defeated. Tha non-Brahmina ioUowad tha real liberal policy 
of anpporting Govarnmant whanavar tha cauaa of tha people waa going to 
ha advim^* and oppoaiaf Govarnmant whan ft waa naaaai ar y” 
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Biodo IlduMibluu 

BtitnlQi to tot Bodii MaIhuaMia moTamtat toa Ptondaat Mid Tha 
aldatoof toa.IlahaMbhait toorgMiM toa Hindiis. But I thiak tkaft oibad- 
iMttoD and imftoatiaii it not pottibkr anlatt tha Bnhmin it raadj to coma 
dowD from hit arrogant potitioD. nnioitaDatalj tha Bnhmin of tha 
Maharmhtra who it toldng a prominent part in the Hindn Mahtmhht mova- 
BMBt it tort to trif to nta it for hit own enclt. That tha loroe of tome of tha 
rttolntiont wat hwt owing to amendmantt tnggaatad by a leading Bnhmin 
gantlaman from Satan oonfirma me in my aiaw that tha moTtmant will be 
kokad upon with a deal of tutpieion by the non*Brabmito in gananl. The 
non-Bnhmint will ban to look wall abend btfora they plunge into tbit 
moramant. Tha relationt between the Muialmana and Hi^ut in Mabmahtn 
are paitieularly friendly. We bare to try our beat to pretenre them if we 
eaa dp to with honour. 1 cannot help condemning offentire language which 
the papam atate wat uaed againat the Mahomedana 

Cooduding Mr. Jadava aaid :— ** Our Party it the real People’t Party and 
we are out to tolre tha problemt of the adranoement of the mtmea. We 
hare therefore to watch the intereata of Indiana not only within the boun- 
dariet of thia country but alto of Indiana abroad’*. 


Reaoltttiont. 

J7M) DAY^207H DBCBMBBR 1925. 

The Non-Biabmin Confederation at itt aitting on Sunday the SQth 
Dtaembar patted raaolutiona ezpretaing regret at the 4g|to of Her Mi^eeto 
<2uaaD Alezandm Sir Surandraiiath Banneijen and Mr.^wB. Dat. 

Tha Confederation alto patted reaolutiont oondbmnibg the action of 
tha authoritiat in prohibiting the entry of untouobablet and AryaSan^j 
oonTartt into the atreeta of Kalpathy ; proteating againat the oonfiaoatory 
maaturtt of the South African Gorernment againat Indiana and recommend- 
ing tha adoption of retaliatory meaaurea ; deprecating eztraTagant military 
azpanditora* and recommending the Indianiaation of the army and the eatab- 
liahmant of military aohoola and at leaat one college on the linea of Sandhurat 
in India.. 

The Confederation further aupportad the reviTal of indigenoua cottage 
induatriaai and recommended that toe Bill now before the Mediae LegialatiTa 
Council regarding Malabar tenancy be immediately paaaed into law. 


5RD DAY^2 I ST DBCBMBBR 1925. 

•ft 

The Confederation re-aaaembled on Monday the 21at December and 
paaaed raadutiona re-affirming toe principle of communal rep r ea en ta ti on in 
toe Pttblie Sarffeea* Laglalaturaa. and local bodiea; oondemniog the agitation 
M gpiMt the Madraa Hindu Beligioua Endownmenta Act; appealing to all 
high cMle cemmunitiea to aolve toe problem of untouehabilito* azpraaaing 
diaaitiafaetioB with the peraoonel of toe round-table conference between 
non-Biehmin lead e i a of diHerent pcditical partiea ao aa to bring about mutual 
nndmilaiidiiig and united aatom in the intereata of the non-ftahmin commir 
Bity ; appealing to non Brahmin party to help the canae of labonr ; expreaaing 
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«&• o fiB io o in nmxd to lamo ttat Si gool AoM bo tplM Kobibitioib aod 
msiiM tbo GofonmoDt to ipork up to tel fool witbiii tbo ooano of te ooit 
lO yooio; oiiKteof te formation of UniToriitioa in tlio PmiidoiNBr on a 
Unfoote bate dotering tel Dfirdity* baoint proTod enmbraii and in* 
oSitent in ili woildnf^ ahonkl be replaeod bf oomplote Prorineial antonomj. 
and fnrter ondng that a eabtential maoniro of reoponaibility in the Central 
OoTemment thoold be introdnoed frilhoat delay. 

The Confederation patted a retohitioD reqnetting the Madrta Qorem- 
ment to teenie bj nomination the adequate repretentation of labour in the 
Madraa Lefitlatnre and in the Aatembly. 

The Confederation alao patted a reoolution ezpretaiog regret at te 
death of Sir P. Thyagaraya Chettyar. 


CONSTITUTION OF THi!! UBBRAL FEDERATION. 

The Conatitntion of the South India Liberal Federation wat read in 
the open oonferenoe and adopted. The olgeott of the Federation are 
to obtein Swaraj for India at a component part of the Britith Empire 
at at early a date at pottiUe by all peaceful, legitimate, and oonctitu* 
tional meant to promote good-will and unity among the different non* 
Brahmin damea and eommuqitiet of Southern India through the tafeguarding 
of their intereete by meant of adequate and communal repretentation, 
at well at by tooial amelioratioo and re-organiaation, with a view to the 
fution of all eattea, to promote the educational aocial, economic, 
induitrial, agricultural, and political progreta of all the non-Brmhmin 
oommunitiea in' Southern India, to organite effectively public opinion and 
ezpreaa it on all queetiont which are deemed by general content to be of 
importance, and to act at the authoritteive and repreaentative mouthpiece of 
the non-Brahmina of Southern India for effective work on atrict party linea. 
The Federation hat branchea of its organiaation in all the diatricta of te 
Pretidency, a Publication Department to publith tuoh political literature aa 
ia necettary for carxying on pror^ganda, and a Social Progreta Committee 
to promote aocial unity among ail aect'ana of non-Brahmint and the dcpreatad 
rlawma The affaire of the party in the Legialative Council will be managed 
by the leader of the party, with the help and advice of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the party* The Miniatera will eonault the Executive on all mattera 
of party policy, and all matten effecting the intereata of the party in the 
CounciL 



The Sikh Movement 




The Gardwere Bill. 


^Imw wlio ezpseted ^tu/t ^ gmml sinneev of the Sikhii who bad beoD 
anpriaoDod or were under trial for paitidpatioo in the AkaU moYement, 
would Idlow the paaaing of the Ourdwara BilL araat havo been diMppointed 
wt the aimounoement made bf Maleolm Hailpj in the eloquent and 
irfoemubbi apeeeh which he debTered on Thun^p*. the 7lh July in 
llio fhugiib LagialatiYe Counoil. For* In hia speeeh* the Governor propoaed 
oaiMo oonditlona under whi^ hia Government wexe prepared to releaae 
itboaeof the Sikha who had not been guilty of or were e^rged with Crimea 
of vhienoe. To effect a aettiement of the vexed queation of the SiUb Shrinea 
the Ourdwara Bill waa introduced in the Punjab Conncrl by 8aidar Tara 
Ohaeao on the 7di lilay 1925. (5m eol. /. p. t7S\ Aiter careful eonaidera- 
taoB hf * aeleot committee, the Bill waa paaaed by a unanimoua vote of 
tho Cbuncil on the 7th July 1925 and waa accepted by the repreaen- 
tativoa of the Sikh Community in the CounoiJ aa a aolution of their diffi- 
eolCiea. Outaide the Council the Bill had also received the approval of the vaat 
maiorily of the Sikha who recoguiaed that under ita proviaiona. they would 
be able to aecure the relorma which they bad ao ufgently demanded. 
Id order to attain releaae the Sikh piiaonera. who oome within the 
aoope of the Punjab Oovernment’a offer, were merely caked to aequieaee 
in the aettiement ma^ and to aign an undertaking that they '* will obey the 
proviaiooa of the Law recently enacted aecuring to the Sikh Community the 
control and management of the ahrinea and thair endowmenta and will not 
aeek by meana of force * or chow of force or by criminal treapaaa to gain 
control or poaaeaaion of any shrine or the property of any ahrine or the 
property attached to it or endowmenta.'* The Government also promised 
to deal in a similar spirit with regard to the queation of the releaae 
of thoae priaoners whose lands or penaiona had been forfeited owing 
to their illegal action. Regarding the Jaito queatken, Sir Malcolm con* 
veyed to the Council the information that an announcement would be 
published in the next **Gaaette” notifying that the Administrator of Nabha 
would releaae those Sikhs, detained or imprisoned at Jaito in connection 
with charges arising out of the agitation, excluding, of courae, persona 
oonvicted or under trial for crimes of violence. 

Accordingly, on the 9th July, the terms of the releuae of the Sikh 
prisoners in Kabha ^ails were published in the '* Ghiaette of- India.** The 
notifloation was prefaced with a statement that the terms are announced 
in view of the modificgtion of the political situatfon consequent on the 
oonaideratioD and passing of the Ourdwara Bill.*’ 

In pursuance of this notification, all the Kabha prisoners, with the 
exception of thoae oonvicted of violence, aa well as thoae who were signing 
the undertaking prescribed by the Gk>verDment, were releaaed from Jail and 
were taken in procession by several batches to Gurdwaxm Gangsar. The 
Akhand Paths at this rlace were oomideted without any further interfercLce. 
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THE S. G. P. C. MEETING ^ 

flkMBHBii Gurdw a ^PnAwHiliilr CnwmMHiM^ 

Jri|r« MEnfiv^0 iMt tffDiBOiilbtdiEmBQtt wmg^ wj 

ol*lhe world^ of the -mm Qm 
&mm JA nm putim iMOuriiif tho ikM ^and tkoM oppooiar E orm 

aiaJhr EMi a noi Xhoio'woio ako^-iiiimber of wavoion wlbo balo^^ to 
flOftffr aai aHMMEIr took Utile .intontt in Tbniiviiat* 

fnwH MJdwnienmjonnwl niMluif of tiie PmbandhakGomtolttee 
AmalbmBt m ikm Mk Iflb nod Mi<Oolobor. Between IW) to 176 wtfe 

Mid to knee e t ton d ed i One Ptotr in the Gommittee wee in fneonr of oeeipt* 
IncnadwoilnegliMGoidwain Aot, end itopping *' direot aotion*' ■■*>*^* 
wMtiag tor toe i tJe eie of too ptieoBoii. The extreme wing* however, toeeMd 
the — Htit^ T^tTmrre nnnnndfthmtoly 

A mid^ peitr me to tooonr of poetooning n deokton on the qiietoeonf 
working toe Adt uiitB toe mlee, whleih will beve to he Imned hf the Iwnel 
OoTomment onder toe Act. were poblitoed. 

Certmn reeoiotione bed been drafted in the prelimtoniy meetingi ei toe 
Exeentive Committee. The moet impoitont of theie wee teitoe eiieet tool ne 
the Onidwaim Aot bed been pnepered in ooneiiltetiofi with toe Sfth me mb ee i 
of the Cooneil end with the epprbvel oi iihe leedere in the Fort, end ai 
the Aet, though in oertein reepecte defeotive, givee effeet to toe tme 
prinoiplee of the Guidwmre refom, the Perbendhek Committoe edviaee toe 
Penth to eooept the Aet end work it whole-heertedly. Antoher reaolotion 
deolered that with the ooming into foree of the Gnrdwere Aet the need for 
direct aotion ceases, and eonseqoently the fihai Pheru Morton should be 
definitely abandoned. 

On the 4TH OCTOBER three Sikh membeia of the Legishiire Cooneil 
vis., Sardars Jodh Singh, Tara Singh and Narain Singh atoMded the 
meeting of toe General Committee by invitation. Their presence ^peered 
to have been resented by certain of the more extreme Aknlia some 
of whom attempted to gain admission into the Akal Takbt whece the 
meeting was being held, on the plea toat they were jnat as much entitled 
to be present as the three Sikh Councillors. When admittance was refneed 
to tooM persons, they attempted to force an entranoe op the stairs nod hgr 
placing ladders . against the balconies and roof of the building. Certain 
members of the Committee came out of the meeting to stop the Akalts and 
were lougUy handled, one prominent extremist mpmber having his clotoes 
tom and his kirpan snatched from him. A public meeting was promptly con- 
vened in the open space in front of the Akal Takht where mnoibers of the 
Committee denoun^ these acts of rowdyism, and where the aodienoe sup- 
norted them in a strong vote of condemnation. 

Alter this incident the meeting of the General Committee was cesumed, 
but DO votes wares taken on any of the resolutioos on this day* The 
meeting was adjourned to the 5TH OCTOBER, when the resolution, 
regud^ the acceptance of the Gurdwam Aot was moved and seeoodecL 
The foUowing is ^ text of the resolution 

The Shrossaal Oeidwara Prahandbak Committee bee far sobm years peel been 
eBdeavoarmg toaebieve JegMattoa eecortog to tbe Panth tbe loll ooatrol and m e n a fBP nt 
of the Sikh uordwaias. Mow the Bikb OoiUwaias Aet, IMS, based on the deUbeialiens 
d tbe Sikh CooneiUofB with the picsept worken of tbe Piahaadbak Comstttiee and the 



70 THE SIKH IfOVBKBirr (AMimur 

Bikh Icidm te hM bm plMod ob the BtMIt Book, iad to, te iplle oC ooom 
shofteo«iB|i| tb« kat ntioBot the ooMBlkl mnd toBdoaMotel dooMadt of Oardaaia 
TcfonBfftndMalooottr faodertla thoLoboroFort hoTO oppoolod to tho Foatll to aooept 
tbo Aet oad woric It wbole^booitodJy, tlio Ftebaodhok CoMalttoe heiclif deolaiot Ito 
Moeptimee o( tbo Aot aad eolit iipoa all ibe Bikbi to oomporafee la tbo opentioa of 
tiio Aet 

fiardar BAangal Singh then propooed ao amoodmoDt to the effaot that 
conoidoratioD of this foadatioii ahoold be deferred for a moo^t in order that 
the Committee might have an opportunity of eeeing and oonaidering the mlee 
to be framed by theOoTemment under the Aet. Thta amendment waa 
carriedf in apite of oppoeition by the moderatea, whereupon aome 16 or IB 
moderate membera of the EzecutiTe Committee tendered their reaignationaf 
which were aopepted. The meeting waa again adjourned till the 6th Ootober. 

On the 6TH OCTOBER, the firat buaineaa before the Committee waa the 
ileotion of a new Exeooti?e Committee and ofBoe-bearera. All the moderate 
memben of the Executive Committee who had reaigned on the previooa day 
were re-elecAed. Sardar Kartar Singh waa elech^ aa Preaideiit and Sardar 
Aijan Singh waa re-eleoted to the office of General Secretary. It waa alleged 
that an offer waa made to S. Mangal Singh to reaerve placea for himaelf and 
for two or three of hia aupportera on the Executive Committee, but he 
declined the offer. The reanlt of the meeting would tbua appear to have 
been definite atrengthening of the position of the moderate party in the 
Committee. The following further resolutions were also moved and passed 
fnapite of opposition from the extremis 

U) The Committee emphatically declare their deep horror and abhorrence at the 
criminal violence committed certain Akaiia on the aoth Beptember rrtalting in the 
death of a Bhai Phera villager and ate strongly of opinion that, in spite of the grave 
p I ovooation given, the action of those Akaiis can never to justitied, espMially In view 
of the fact that all workers in the cauae of Gordwara teform are pledged to perfect 
non-violence and poMefnlness : Further the Prabandbak Committee, after folly con* 
^:deI)ng all the facts placed before them, are of opinion that the action of the General 
.Secretary in temporarily snspending the despatch of jatbas from the Bbai Pbere Gordwara 
to the fields was perfectly justified in the circumstances and the Committee fully endorse it. 

(2) The i^abandhak Committee feel it an imperative duty to voice the rightful and 
Lnaiumotts demand of the Panth for the immediate and onconditiouaf release of a^: 
persons convicted or under trial in connection with the Gordwara movement and to 
soon.i a clear note of warning that if this important and serious grievance » not redressed, 
sod all who have been the pioneers of the movement and have made enormous saeiifices 
for Oardwam reform are not released, the deep sentiments of the community on the 
matter will render impossible for the community to work the Ourdwara Act in a spirit 
of harmony. There can be no peace and rest for the Sikhs as long as their brethren 
aiv shut up in jail. The responsibility for any complications arising out of the feeling 
consequent on the detention of the Ourdwara prisoners in jail will not lie on tbe 
Prabaudbi^ Committee which has contributed its share for the bringing about a calm and 
peaceful atmosphere, but will lie on the shoulders of tbe Government who fails to make 
the proper response by releasing the prisoners. 


The New Gurdwara Rules 

Tbe Punjab Government in a communique notified that the 1st Novem- 
ber, 1966 shall be the date ou which the Sikh Gurdwara Act ahall come 
izito force, and made the following rules, which shall come into force from 
tbe same date : — 
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1. SiMfitaiMvbtadiodtktSfkliettidimaEBlM^ltll. 

•% 1b thtm tata la k w tlMniiaqjflldii icp^gaiMiB tb•••biee(orth•mlm--- 
«•fh• Qmid«maAAi,lfM. 

L A dml a mkk m wmd» Um protteSoM of dMM (9) of noUob t of tbo Aot iImUI 
boMidoolthoromUjtelhoPiOMMiof tboMthority^ wimillolo bo dooktat wbetbor 
fetao pononlBqBoMB lioBikh or not, or fa writing; pmofclod that— 

(a) if mob doola iat i o a it mado oiail 7 » tbo aatboritj in wboio pnotnoe it it Mdo 
bhall nooid tbo BBklag of It ia writing and ibe nooid tbail bo attottod tbo aigaataro 
or tbnaib-wurk of tiio noiioa — it : and 

fb) if onob deelaiatioa la atado la writing it aball bo aigaod bj tbo ponon OMkiag 
ityOhaU bo oorlBod bf a BMq;iafTito and aball bo forwardod in original to tbo aatbomj 
bf wbona it it to bo doeidod whftbor tbo peraoa in qnoation ia a dikb or not. 

4. Booty liit to bo forwaidod to tbo Local Govoraiaoat nader tbo proviaim of 
aa b ooe tio B (1) of oaothni 8 or of aaba action of aoetioa 7 of tbo Aet aball Ib 
B bmi lappondod to tbo mloiL 

8. Bfoiy ooBaoiidatod liat to be pnbliabcd nndor tbo pro? iaiona of aoboeotioa (1) of 
aoctlon 8 of tbo Aet aad ovary potitioa and liat to be pabliabod nndor tbo proviaiona of 
onb-oeotion (8) of aootiOB 7 of tbo Act aball bo pabliabod by being pooled at tbo oOoo of 
tbo Gollootor of ovoiy diotriet oeaeomod and at the taheil oflloo of every taobil ooaoornod 
aad at oobm plaoo of pablio reaort in every revenne ootato ooaoomcd and at the Qnrdwara 
to wbiob it latatoa. 

Payment of Compoaaation. 

€• Wbea a tribanal oidora oompe nm ti o n to be paid to any peraon out of tbo income 
of a Onfdwaia ondor tbo proviaiona of aoetioo 28 of the Aet, it oball forward one copy 
of ila order to tbo Oollootor of tbo diotriet in whieb the Qnrdwara ia oitnatod, one eopy 
to tbo Aeeonataat-Qonoial, Pna^ab and one copy to the Board. 

7. (1) Tbo oommitioo of a Onidwara, ont of the income of which a tribunal bao, 
nndor the proviaiona of oeetkm 28 of tbo Act, ordoroii eompenmtton to be paid in tbo form 
of an aUowaaoo poyablo annnally on a apooiiied date, tball on or before the date on 
whieb onob allowanoo ia payable, dopoait the amount of inch allowance ia tlie tioaanry 
of tbo taheil in which the Onrdwara ia litoatod. 

(8) If any oommittee faila to depoait any amount aa required by the proviaiona of 
6ob*rnlo <1), tte Colleelor of tbo diatriet in whieb the Qnrdwara ia iitouted abalt, upon 
applioatioD made by the peraon or peroona entitled to receive it, forthwith cauao auob 
amount to bo loeovored from the property or inoome of the Qnrdwara aa if it were aa 
anoar of land revenne. 

8. Compenaatioa payable under the proviaiona of aeotion 88 of tbo Act aball be paid 
ia the manner and, ao far ao may be, aooording to the rnlca prescribed from lime to time 
for tbo payment of Government penoiona 

2. Oonrt-foeo payable under the proviaiona of acetion 88 or aeotion 86 of the Act 
aball te paid by nmana of jndieial atampa in the manner preacribed by the Court-leea Aet. 

Budget Betimate. 

10. The general oiooting of the Board, at which under the pro viaioiui of aeotioa 112 
of the Aet the eieentive commiUee bao to lay before tbo Board an ettlmato ot tbo inoome 
and expondiinn of the Board and of each oeparato fund administered by the Board for 
tbo enooing finanelal year, ohall take plaoe between the tenth day of February and tbo 
tenth day of Maieb each year. 

11. Every oommittfw ohall eubmit each year to tbo Board not later than the tenth 
day of Fbbmaiy the wtimate of inoome and expeaditure pieicribod in lectioa 128 of 
the Aok 

IS. The Board ohall not later tbaa the lOth ^annarj each year give notkso ia 
writiag to caeb onmmittoo of the amoaat of oontribatiOB payable during the enening 
jftue by iieh eoaueittee to the Board aader the proviaione of ooetioa 107 of 
the Aot| and evoiy oommittee obaU leadt tbo amoaat of onob eoatribotkm to tbo Board 
not later than tbo Sim Jaly following. 

18. If a Mmail or tbo Commimioa hae not been ooaetltnted or if not eittiag, any 
petitSon, aimlSoaHoa or leooid of a oait or proooediap wbiefa may or ibouid nader tbo 
piovfiioBamtho ActbepieooBtod«mBdiorforwaidnd.utbtoaM may bo, co a tribunal 
or tbo CoBunimiOB, ao tbo eaoe may be^ may bo or eoali be preeeated, made or forwarded, 
ae the cam amy be^ to the Beereloiy to tbo Ooverameat, Timnelerfed DepartiaeBte, by 
whom aoah petitfoa, applkatioa, leaord or pteoeodiaga eball be forwarded to a tribanal 
or the Oe m mi mi O B aa aooa aa a tribanal or tbo CemmlmioB ie oonatiiaicd or remmee ft# 
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The Amritsar Resolatioas. 


»ftBr tta MBoanoameDli on or aibont tho Odi Nofombor tiio 
Khiw ni Onidwwn Probnod^ ConmittM nut at Anutor and adostad tho 
lolioirins roadadona 

O) This geBMalaMtlBgal the B.Q.P.C. nttantM Itoopiaioittlwtaotwttlittaad- 
iUMrtaiiiaborMomlitiiUMBlkbOBfdMma Act, which hu been plaoad on tho Stotnte 
Book with tke Botaal delibenoioot of tbe Sflch Oonncilloni «ad the repmeautim of 
the Ooternmeiit, latMeo moit of the fandeaientel reqaircmeati of Onidwon reform to 
0 ereet extent. 

(2) Wheieee tbe Sikh Onrdwiimi Aet hns been pnt into iQroe, and whereas the 
Qurdwara priioneie bate not yet been nnconditionally released, the B. 0. P, C, tbeiefore 
calls opoD tte Fanth to act in an organised manner and send only those repiesentatiteg 
to tbe Centra) Board and other local committees of management as will give an nnder- 
taking not f oriher to work the Act nntil tbe prisoners conflcted or nnder trial in connec- 
tion with the Onrdwaia mofement are nnoonditionally released. 

(8) The 8. 0. P. C. hcreliy anthorises its exeentire to pnt in the lists of properties 
belonging to Onrdwams under the Act, and take sncb other steps for that purpose as are 

C. notes with regret that in spite of the unanimous demand of the 
community for the unconditional and immediate release of at) prisoners, conrieted or 
under trisi, In connection with the Gurdwam moeement, tbe Ootemment haee not yet 
effected their release. The 8. G, P. C. reiterates its ooneicrion that if this important 
and serious grieeanoe is not redr es sed and all tbe prisoners who haee been the pioneers 
of the movement ^ have made enormous sacritloeB for Guidwara reform, are not 
restored to us. the deep sentiment of tbe community in this matter, its very sense of honour 
and tbe practical deprivation of the help of tbe members in Jail, will render it quif 
impomible for tbe community to work the Act. The responsibility of any complioations 
arising out of the feelings consequent on the continued detention of Gurdwara prisoners 
will lie on the shoulders of the Government. 

(6) Tbe 8, G. P. C. takes the opportunity to express its sense of appreciation of the 
fligniiled attitude of the Guidwara prisoners convicted or under trial in refusing to sign 
the required undertaking. 

(6) In conformity with Besolution No. 2 tbe eseentive is authorised to nominate 
f sn difla^fff for election to the Central Board and other committees of management, and 
to take sncb other stepe w may be deemed ncoessary for a successful election campaign. 


A oompxBiniae was bIso effected between tbe two parties in the Sikh 
eomnroiiity. Folloving this meeting e new Ezecutbe wee elected and a 
Mrt of wall *'"" was fonned with Sardar Mangal Singb, tbe oztremnt 
leeder. ee President ; Serdar Ksrtar Singb Diwana, Viee-President ; and 
Jaswant Singh of Jbanial sa Oeneral Seoretary. The members, who 
were about SO in number, indnded moderatee sa well aa extremists. The 
decision of the Prabandhek Committee to srork the Aet whde-heartedly 
wae weloomed in Sikh eindea. 

A week after the abore meeting the Shromani Qurdwara Prabandhak 
eommeneed the working of the Guidwara Act in right earnest and 
wen busily engaged in ngistering Toten. At a meeting of tbe Exsentive 
Committee Si^r Herh^ Singh of Seistan and Sardar Hazara Sin^ were 
appointed eu^ion oommiesionen for tupeirising and arranging all parti- 
eolars in oonueotion with the ooming election to the Central Itoard. 
The C"*"*"***— further appointed a eub-oommittee to pnpan lista of all 
the Gurdweia propertiaa wi^n a week so at to file them with tbe 
GoTernment within the pasoribed period of 90 dsya. 



The European and Anglo-Indian Polity 




The European Associations 

Shr F. Whjrte on the Refonns Esperimenl 

Addrsitiiig the Celeatta Brenoh of the Baropeen AaeooietioD oo the 4th 
NoTember 19S5 on Whet we owe to Indie end whet Indie owes to ne ” Sir 
Frederiek Whjte, the lete preeident of the Legieletive Aatembly. seid thet 
thegr bed been trying daring the lest fire yeert to work e oonstitation in Indie 
which represented en experiment in the introdnetion of Western institatione 
into en Beetem oonntry. The word experiment had been obelleQged» but 
not rightly. It wes manifestly en experiment in the right sense of the word» 
for nowhere in the modern worlds end certainly nowhere in history, had an 
attempt been made on so large a scale to establish institutions not indigenoas 
or natarel to the country and to attempt to work them through what might 
be celled the netlTe agency. It remained to be proTed* howerer, whe^er in 
the fandamsntal principle the idea of self-gOTernment as they knew within 
Borope. and particularly in England, was natural. 

One of the moat remarkable things that he had found daring the last 
fi¥e years in India was that in all converaations that he had had with men 
out here. BniJishmen and Indians, particularly the latter, was that only 
two men in the whole of that period had challenged the fundamental prin* 
ciple of what they were trying to establish. Bach of these two men had 
■ 1 ^: *‘Why are you entirely to assume that the form of self-goyemment 
that you are aeoustomed to. which you hare worked with success in England, 
ie pasnble or natural to this country f’ 

His answer had always been : " It has yet to be prored that it ean 
soeeeed in this eonntiy, that it can be adapted to an oriental seene ; bat» 
inasmuch as we haTe educated s u c e es si ve generations of Indians, b^ in 
this eo unt ry and at Home, by welcoming them at our uniyersities. we hay# 
inocultikKl them with certain politioal I d sa s, and we haye now to take tho 
coneequences of that inoculatioii. 

Praotically all politically minded Indians were oommittedto the eon- 
eeption that what t^ oalled self^yemment was praotioal and pcMiblo 
in India. They asoepted that as a theory for the moment Those who had 
been working tbe institutions set up the Goyermnent of India Aot It 19. 
hid begun to vsalias that there were and must be grays diflienlties in tho 
way of earfyint out the idea of seU-goyommeot in India, that was to say. 
of applyi^ British pinetiee to Indisn conditions. 

B was one of tio eoasmo n plnes s of eontempoiaiy disenssion in India 
to say that the Bateau, in so far as they proyided te the Itewierred Sub* 
jests, ted ftilsd. He dad not belloye that they had failed ; they were sti0 
in proeau of tiM For the aapasent, In Bwgti io partionlarf it wodd appear 
ttel ttey ted failed, bnt^ ti^y shonld nos imagine that the test of one Pro- 
Tinos oodd te tak eaas a iaal test, or that the aoeidsotsd one p artis^ 
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WilAoot foiiif iolo diteik n^uding tlia eaeote whieh led tip to whet 
WM eeDad Nm braeMowe of djerahp in Beogel, he would ohoeree that 
there were otter mtriooee in India in whieh the tyrtem Iwd not biokeo 
•down* The Nme had not yet oone to delifer the Snal judgment aa to whether 
the eonatitiitioa baik np in 1919 eonld be made to prefail or not The 
eomtitntion wee being worked on both aidee by men not born and bred to 
the practice of pa rK amentary gof eminent and in tboae eirenmatanoea they 
were not entitled to make a haaty injgment on the reenlU which were at 
preaent before them- 

He wonld go farther and aay that if they were going to impoae the 
teat» aa the Act aaanmed, whether the Indian oonld carry on hia own 
<3of emmenti they moat allow the experiment to go on longer and they muat 
oarry it bnt on a wort generoua acale. That waa not the place to go into 
« genend diacna^ of the profitiona of the present oonstitntioo or the 
manner in which it might be changed* hot ha wanted to suggeat this, that 
neither in reapect of the time during which the preaent Act h^ been working 
nor in reaped of the scope which the Act had already given to the Indian 
politician to show his worth* was the Act a satisfactory* complete or con- 
oKiaifetaet 


Qrowth of Co-operation with Governmeut. 

A diacosskm then took place In the oourso of which Mr. H. Hobbs observed 
that Sir Frederic Whyte had stated that the first Assembly had worked with 
the Gofemment* bat little had been said about tbe seoond Assembly. 

Colonel Orawfotd said that Sir Frederick Whyte had given aa 
eccnimta reTiew of the political aitaation* hut as regards the question of 
oo-operition he ventared to differ. It waa perfectly trae that in the first 
Asaembly, and in a lesser degree in the second* there was a measure of co* 
operation* hut with the knowledge of the great cleavages that existed in 
India* he waa oonvinced that the Home Government were wise when they 
stated in the preamble to the Aot that fotnie advance must depend on the 
meesure of oo-operation afforded. There could be no advance until they got 
greater oowperation between the various raoes and people of India. 

Sir Frederic Whyte* replying* said that ha bed been told that the insti- 
tution of the Beforma waa prematore. Ekhcr the speaker meant that they 
ought not to have been introduoed at all* whieh ha did not think he meant* 
or that they ware introduced at an inopportune moment The aenae in which 
they might be oallad premature was that* whereas the Home Government bed 
oommi^ ttemaelfee for many years past in fact ainoe the famont pio- 
olema tio n of Queen Yietoria* to tte idea that Indiana ought to be aaaoclated 
with the Gofummeiit of their own eountry, the ectnal steps taken to carry 
out that policy wem meagre. They would not bo face to face with many 
of the problems with whieh they were now confronted if the idea of gradually 
Indianisinf the adnunistiation of the eountry had preceded political relorma 
by at least a ge ne sat io n . 

A U n diw gtoOolonal Orawfortfa ohservationa* Sir Frederic Whyte said 
ttat the lotmer mod tte terms ** ewoperation ** In a different aenee; Cor 
operatioo»towhiehha(tte apaaker) refemd* between the Government of 
Indiaandtte Indian mejority in tta I^gishdive Aaaemhiy was an actable 
lacfii and aa ha bed been invited to my a word about tta eeoond Aaaembly» 
all be YooU obmiva was that tte eenaa ^ eo-operation in tte Swand Fmty 
in tte l iig ial e tiv a Aaamsbiy bad un do uh tedly grown during tta peat two 
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jam, Mid whila tha Swiiajirti mfgbl hava aooM dalarmioad to datoroj, 
aaaoliHlij laalM thal thay eoiiM -noi do ao aod thaj bad oartaialr 
cliaiigad thov attifeiida Torj oiarkadly. Tha laadar of IIm Saraiid Raito waa> 
mMag oD a oommHtoa praaidod om hj tha Chlaf of toa Gfananl Stof^ m 
abaolutoij nothiiikahla aitoataoa two jaara ago. 


The ' Anniiel Dinner of the Emopeen Aaaodation 

Tioibot’s Call for Co-opbeati on. 

Two himdrad and aairenty paopla aaaemblad at tha Saturday Clab» 
Galoutta on the 1 5th Daoember for tha annual dinner of tha Buropoao Aaao* 
oiation. Sir Hubert Carr presided, and amongst the distioguiahed gueata 
were the Viceroy* Lord and Lady Lytton, Vucount Knebworih, Lady 
Hermione Lytton. Lord Meston, Mr. S. R. Das. and Sir B. N. Mitra. 

Sir Hobart's Wolcoms Speech. 

Propoang the toast of the health of tha Vioeroy and Governor-Geoeral 
of India, Sir Hobart Carr said that since the last annual dinner an improre- 
ment in political oonditiooa generally had supervened, and it was therefore 
more than an ordinary pleasure to welcome those who were so pre-eminent- 
ly rasponaible for the administration of the country. He regretted that 
Lady Beading conld not be with them that evening and hop^ that tha 
might be sp^aly reatored to health. Those who were looking ahead, both 
EngUdimen and Indians, recognised that the safety and soooau of their 
interest went hand-in-hand with the security and contentment of the country, 
and it was becoming increasingly clear that the ainm and policy of the European 
Association were wery far from being any way antagonistic to the interests 
of India. They were gaining support, and he was glad to report that the 
Aaaociation was strengthening its position generally, and the work of ezten* 
non, especially in Bombay and Southern India, was showing very promising 
progress. 

He deprecated the system by which, in both 6aoal and industrial matters, 
raoe was being regarded as an essential qualification lor rights and privileges 
that should be common to all. This was a condition to which they 00 ^ 
never agree. UoIm, however, they were alive to the drift of this poUey, 
they would find themselves without the dvlo freedom eqjoyed by thoM 
boro in the eouotry and which the British had earned by serviees renders^ 
It seemed to him titot the co-operation required by the Qovemment of India 
Act was very easy to conform to. It merely demanded that all parties, 
Indian and Bi^h. should praotioe collectively the good-will whi<A existed 
so widely amongst individoi^ Such co-operation was not a racial matter 
nor did it demand that they ihould all be on the same side in the field of 
politics. The Government of India had never so interpret the demanfL 

It was a matter of great satisfaction that the improvement of the 
conditions in the services had led to a largo degree of contentment and better 
xeeruitment. There still remaiosd. however, oeitain European oipoers to 
leeeivethe benefit of the improved oonditions recommended by the 
Comausnon. 
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Tkaft oifht ftSbrdad tka hAt oeoarion fthaf haTe of waloowing Loid 
Biadiiif and tha aaotfaiaiit wai ona of gialitada lor tha work 

£Ba Eaoaitoiiaf kad dona for India. Doriof diiSeolft jmn Lnd 
bad aunirtaiiiad a ateadfart eoniie on tka linat laid down lor India*! iwograaib 
jMdinf naHkar to tkraato nor paraoa«on» bat ao gnapino tha tia^of 
tka oou B try that at tha and of hia fira yaara Hia Smallaooy waa aUa to lay 
down bia oiliea 'knowing that tba oonntiy waa in an aaaantially aonnd oondi- 
tion» and oonparabla to any large eonntiy in tka world aa ragarda tha 
aontantmant of ita peofda and tha general oonditiona of lawwnd order. 

To Lady Baiding India owed ita beat thanka lor tka wideapread 
praotieal intereat ake had ahown in variona phllantkropie inatitntiona. He 
aaanred the Viceroy on behalf of the European Aaaoeiation that not only 
had hia aervioca to India and the Empire won their admiratioo and gratitode, 
bnt that they formed a worthy addition to the achieTementa of th^ race in 
India» in whidi they had a jnatifiable pride. 

H. £« tha Vicarey** Speech. 

1I« S. tba in repljrt ^ we thank the Baropeaa Amodation for the 

yvj eordfal weloone whiob hee been extended to me to-night, and the kind reference yon 
baee made to Bcr Sxoellenoy Ledy Bending. I know ibe deeply regrete that the ttnte 
et her health, now fortnontely on the mend, prefenta her from being preeent to enjoy 
year hoepitality to-night. She would hate been greatly tonebed to hear the appreeiation 
M her practical interew in philanthropic work, and eympathy with anSerina bnmanity to 
which Bir Hnbert Carr has given expreeeion, and it will be a oanso of deep mtifUction 
to her to know that her eSorti in tbit direction have earned the good-will and gratitnde 
«f the eeniainaiiy yonr Aieoeiation repreeente. 

Bniopean Amoeiation and the Betorma. 

Vhle> ii the lonrtb eocaalen 1 have had the privilege of eddreaeing the BBembere of ibe 
Bifopean Amooiatlon. 1 aleo regret to aey it will bethelaat. Soom of thoie preeent 
to-night may rceall the obeervatione made by me in Dcoember, 1991, when I first met 
the nwmbtri of the Amoeiation. Yon, Bir Hnbert, then infonned me that yonr Aesociation 
had aceepCed the JU/ Aceampb of the Befonne, and that yon had deoided willingly and 
loyally to aaiiet in eariying into elbet thooe promieee which Hie llajesty*e Gbvernicent 
hid made, and to which all political partiee in Oicat Britain were pledged. Yon ndded 
that the Anoeiatloa would take an active part in the polltioal life of India, and that yon 
WON ooBvineed that the only wise oonree for yonr oommnnity waa to eeek to be repre- 
eanled aa other eommnnUiei were repreoented in the reformed tebeme of Oovemment and 
to keep the viewa and intereeta for which yonr Association stood prominently before 
thecMntiyaod the Government. 1 then expreand, and now lepeati my gratifiostion 
at this dcdeloo, and it hae been a aonroe of great satiefaetieB to nw in the years which 
have ainoe paaood to see yonr AmooiatioB growing in strength and orgimiaation and 
taking a leading part in pnblie life and in the disonmion of all qnestioBe of importanoe 
to India'e fntnre. Whatever differences of opinion there may have been ae to the exact 
form and actent of the great firet mreh forward of India along the road to reaponsiblo 
Oevwnment, it waa hot netoral tuat the membere of year Amoeiation, apmng from 
the aneient hooM of eelf-geverning inatitalioDSi m e m bere of a gnat Bmpire fettered on 
theae ntoclplco, wield wish to Imve behind them In IndiSy after their long anoeiatioa 
with her, ionie imprem of those benefits and advantage which the Hoamiand and the 
gieat Brttfoh Deminiona 10 ahandantjy enjoy. 1 rejoioed then and lejoioe now that yon 
were detenniMdf In year legitimate prida of British rale and tha Biitiah oonneotioB 
in laditi to help India to share In these groat tiaditioBe in which yon yonnelvce hid 
btm nmrterid, and to awiot her forward stage by atege to their final cspitieloii. Yonr 
paitlelpaAfon had • wpedal vainer aa yen were in a pee lt foB to apieid alnead not only 
the hnewlidgt of the hewfil% hot aiee the spirit whkh nnderUm lepweentativo initltn- 
tkna and by i^leh Alone impaMible Government ean eneeeed. 

Ae my time tevm te a etoae And 1 leek brnk on the evcntectaes April, lefi.eno 
el the miit gnitilirifig aepeeie el tke B «i wn % end not tha fornt MmathnaH haaboM 
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tteffMoC thdr fM|iU 0 B bj ite Wmfmau Tlwn mH hM bw mm 

OQBUiMitj wbo^ npuriiag tbe Bdonw tm tbt mroipw ptial 
It hftvt tb«B at tMr tMiifattaiH aai wim frit that thrir kgigal 

mari be to dimiaidi Britieh tatfteMoe aad the Irttlrt eleMtnr tn tbe adariahh 
. aad Biaet^ tbeiefeie, be Iniwieal to their tatenera. MeeiittheleMb at jea, 
Sir Haberti bare eo elearlj ezplateody tbe ooanMBltf ae a wbeta^ with adeif table mitj 
aad genoroaity, took tbe lon^ view, aad aot oal j have the Bofetaie beta l^aUy ftoelved 
by the eoaiaaiiity generally, bat Individaal aoa-oflMala have taken a veiy pmUaial 
part la tbe new Lagteiatarea, 

1 have been deep}/ impreeeed by tbeir devotion to tbeee new aotivtUei^ hf their 
been intereot in tbe work of the adminietfation. and by their pablie epirit la aorvlee of 
ooBiaiitteee aad oomniaeiona There ie haidly a eingle oMeenreof drat olaoe importaaee 
recently adopted by tbe Qovemnent, after enqaiiy by bodioa of tbia natoie, to wbiob tbe 
Xaiopeaa non-offieial commanity in India have aot nuUerially oontribated. TIm part 
tb^ have played in pnblio life baa followed tbe prlnoiplea wbiob are inolodad in tbe 
▲rtielea of the Conatitntion of your Aaaooiatioo— ** To ioater ralationabip of oordiality 
and oo-operation with Indiana, working oonitmetively tor tbe good of India.** Nor baa 
tbia oordiality and oo^peration with Indiana been tnated only aa an ideal principle. 
1 have bean greatly impieaaed with the entent to wbiob it baa been pat iaio piaotioa 
by Boiopaan non-offioiala 1 cannot too highly pimfaa the apirit of noaowmodation ana 
leeaonabloncai abown in connection with meaaofea, aoeh aa that ralating to diaoriariaa* 
tive prlvilageo in the Criminal Prooednre Code, in other weaanree alao aaverriy eierolBiBg 
Indian opinion, na, for axampla, tbe Cotton Bzolae Dntiea, to wbiob yon, Sir Bnbart, 
have xenrred, the Bnropean elemment baa been prompt in eipreming warm aad 
genaine aympatby with the Indian point of view, and in lejoioing when Indian aapira» 
tkma have boon fnlflllod. 

Devotion tolndin. 

Enropaana have abnndantly demonatrated tboir devotion to India in all that eeuoerne 
her wellkra^ her poaition, her pride of place, and her intereata generally. The Uefonna 
called for two caaential oonditiona->a will to eo-operate, and a will to aoeoaad. The 
aMmbarc of tbia Aaaooiatioo have loyally atriven to provide both. They have aatered 
political life, ebeerfolly acoepting tbe policy of Hia Majaaty'a Oovommonl, and felly 
aad aetively determined, ao far aa they oao, to aaaiat in tbe ezeentlon of iu objaot and 
mirpoaa. Their action baa been gnided not merely by a deaire to follow tba policy 
Moanaa it ia that of Hia llaiaaty*a Oovemment, bnt by a firm oonvlotion, aa yoa, Sir 
Hnbmt, have made clear, of tbe joatioe aad naoeaaity, in the Intereata of lndla*a wrifaie 
of meeting India*a rational aapliationa for politloal development. In giving a rafonaod 
oonatitatlon to India the Britiah Parliament called lor eo-operation aad oSerod new 
oppoitnnitlea for aervioe. To both of theae advanoea yoa have generonaly veapondad. 


Go-operatioo. 

I obaerve. Sir Hnbert, that both yoo and I to-night bnve made ftequent eaa of the 
form co-operation nnd aa yoo rightly obaerve^ It aaama to be need ia diffaraat an am at 
tinma, aooording to tbe fancy of tbe apenker. It ia obvions, however, that yoa aad 1 eaa 
the term in the annm aenae, lor yonr mnition of the word, tboagb It mny not be anilvriy 
oompra h Miive, ia nn interpretation to wbiob 1 can heartily oab^ba. Coniporation doea 
net entail oontinnoaa aopport of the policy of tbe Qove m mant, bet it doaa iavolvo good- 
will towi^ tte working of the oonaritatiM. Many ladteniiL Inclndiag ooam or tba 
moot riebly endowed with talent aad parepeoeity bnve baan ataadfbatly working for tba 
inme pmrpoaa. With tben^ on qeaation of firet Impoftnaoa to Indin yon have nanaUv 
ionnd yoniarivaa in agreement, aad thongb, at tlmcf yw may diffw iharply over iadi- 
ridial nwaanvea, yet on the great laaae of workiiig tbe oonatitatlon la tba iatararia of tba 
pnMafnl progrcaa and tbe welfnie of Indfn'a people, yon are one. On OQoaaioae yoa Sad 
u naoeanoy to eritleiaa tba aatkma af mQovmmaat, aad aoBMCimaa diflar from Ita 
noaolaaioBa. There ia ao qnaation of yonr right aad dn^ to pma aad aaaula tba aM- 
^iatloaa of yonr jndgmant aad yoar ao n ne leD n a, bnt in the taab of aoadaotiag tbo paioafbl 
ndmlaMnitioo of tba oonatry end piinai itag lew nad order, I end my Oovonuaaot bnvn 
aevim lodkad for yonr anpport in vain. 

ladina Friltleal Ari^i ia rioae 



7^ THE SraOPSAH ASSOCIATIOH {CAuemA 

•pisioB in ladlA M ag H i l Al aad ^tmtrnnH Mr adviam Tbm ii M 

qwmUoa of tbr with whMi ihtm m fktM rm wt mUdwed. VmrthelaM^ 

whii «!• BAbtj mmatirrA Md gw i wg iii ly gifiA «•■ i^aelcd hf a JAige tidtlMi of 
ladMM with mMmIj mad toora. ^ «&r aale la tbe tplHI eoaAdWiea aad trmft 
wu iMBlfed with prMiot aad a w p i doa. It Ufa Mi fcm d mm «f tbt hm fricadi oC 
ladte, ladlaat aad Bwogiaat, to a ham 6ahm m halld aad eifato, whllo H Hiflatd 
ocborv with tbt paidon to daitvof. It gato riae ai joa to a viU to oo-opaate aad 
•aoQosd, It ongeadoNd la othera tho dettnaiaatioa to noBaio diaaatlBWod aad ohatroetiaau 
I aball Bot paoio to aaalTia tha raaaoat lor thia att'tado of dloooateat aoMi^ a largo aad 
powcrfal oootloB of the ooauiaBity, or to roeall aafortBoate faeideati, eapaoiallj la tho 
jaare Iff I aad Iffti It woald oarfo ao aaofal parpooa aad might ovea ho mlaaadtralood. 

^LioaMi of Finaaeai aad Fatlaaoi^*' 

1 baao ao deolio to reawaheo the eoboee of the poUtieal agltatioB of theee daj% 
jet 1 BiBft freelj adodt that there hae bora aioeh la tbe eveau of the laat foor jeaia 
to try tbe patieaoe of the BMmbere of joar AMOdatioa. 1 aaderataad tbe feeliag that 
good-will abown by joa baa aot alwaye Ima amt with good-will to yoa, that yoar 
oo-operatioa aad qraipathy hare aot rlioited a ainilar rcopoaM^ at Iraat io oertoia 
matters la eoiae diieetioai there boe beea aetiee prejodioe agahat tboae eery inteieeto 
with which you are partioalarly ooBaeeted, aad for wbieli yoa otaad. Tbe priiieiple of 
coartaet of year AaeoeiatiOB to imie la tree deaMoiatle eplrit '‘eqaal {uatioe aad 
freedoiB for all iadifidoali ** hae aot alwi^ eroked eqaally liberal aattiaieBU froai tbe 
other Bide. Bat let bm reaiiad yoa that if the pait yeare have a leeaoa to eoorejt <t ia 
tbe loMOB of dnaaeai aad patieaoe. Where a oobm ia Joat aad reaaoaable, there la ao 
oceaelon for dieoiay. No opportaaity ehoakl be aeglceud of atatiag aad eapportiag a 
joat eaaie, bat It thia ooaiee ia pareaod there ■boald be ao appieheaaloa that iaetiee will 
ttioeariy, Throoghoat nj aotioae 1 hare beea galded by thii coavietioa, aad it haa aot 
caoaed me diaapp&atonat. 1 lee ao remoa why it ehoald aot eqaally eeree aa a beacon 
to light year path, nor oaa 1 ooaoeiee that there ia any legitiinate groand to fear any 
eaoroaohmeat npoa yoar eieie fieedooL 

The poaitioB ae regarda Boropeaaa ia the Sereioea and diaerinlnatlon agalaat 
Xaropaaaa in other apherea of aotirity ia qaite elear, bat 1 nay briefly re-atate tbe petition. 
Aa regarda the Pablie ServiooiL It la the declared poUey of Parliament to provide for the 
iaeieaaing aaaooiatioa of ladiaaa in e?ery bnjmb of tbe admlniatratioa, and that policy 
ia beiag l^ally carried Into efleet by my Oorernmeat. The extent to which it now 
opeiBtea bee been aaule clear aad definite by the awaanrea taken by them, with tbe 
approval of tho fleoretaiy of Btate, to cany oat the reeommeadatipna of the Lee Com- 
miaaioa. The poeitloa, privilegea, aad proapeeta of Baropeana in the Serrioei bare at 
tbe aame timo beea clearly defined. Aa regarda other meaaarea, it ia the eipremed 
inteatlOB, aa amde plain ia Hia Majaaty'a Proolamation, that in working tbe reforma there 
ahoald be exatciae of toleraaoe aad anaoal forbearaaoe between all aectioaa and raeea 
of hia an b| eetiL aad kadera of the people aad Minlatere are expected to remember that 
tho lalereat of tM State ia tho pavaaMont oonoem, aad that tree patriotiam tranaoenda 
party aad oommaaal bonadarlee. 

In the inatmotioaa to Oofomoii from Hie Majeoty they are cnjoiiied to nmintaia 
itaadaida by good adminiatiatioB, to eaooarage reUgiWM toleration, oo-operatlon aad 
good-wUl aaumg all elamm, and to ptooMie all aMnaaroa aaaking for the oKirmf, aoeial and 
Sidnatrial welfare of the people, aad taadtag to fit all elaaom of tbe popalatioB, withoat 
diatiaotioa to take their doe chare ia tbe pablio life and goferaamat of tbe cooatiy. 
Withoat going into the matter farther, It ia obrIOBa that the intentloB of Hie Maieety'O 
Ooferameat preoladea raoial diaeriadaatloa direelod againat clam in aharing tbe prieilegea 
aad righto of eitiaeaahip. or la taktag part in the iadaacrial or oommerdal aotieity 
of the ooaatiy. Let ai^aaoare that thie iatcatleii ataada ao riak whatefer of bei^ 
mieaadefitood or forgotten. If I do aot refer apeoifieallj to come of the potato i 
detallaiegaidlag the lerrioaa aad the Thrrttorial aad AoxillaBy Foraea, It m aot for 
want of ialeicot, hot marely beoaaae them mattare aio atlU aador ooaaideiatioB. 

The Seooad Olty of the Bmpire. 

It la light and fittigg that It io la Oo l e att a that I Ud laieweU to the Bafoaaaa 
AamolatiOB. No oily te India oaa oampaia whh Oaleatla la the aamben of He Haiom 
Bopalalioa. Long aad h eaoa iah li hae beea the Brltioh onaaeetleB with thle great city. 
Wo aio piaad to claim It ae the fieooad ia oar Bmpba Fbaaded by Brittah 
oalonrlN, developed by Biftldh ■o rgy, pmliBtia by Brltlih aad ladlaai working 
tQgilkr,ttaamdiagiiatmoaamiatof SrSlMlIia aad oaltaio. Xaay of Ha latenS 
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an toAqr coatnltod bf ladtaai M aeoui m Stfl to npid II itfcnalii thoaoi 
oMIafiiMt ttilmto to the BritIA ehonolor, lor H it o If vlif cmoK oafcr Hair 
iBltiiiteaalgoidUMB. of Moeenteloo-opoiitioaoadot a tapw Mob of Um imrioBo 
iBtomto of the two nooo la o oomona parpoocL 1 ouaoi bat flad ia this a food aocair 
of ladfa^ofatan. 

Let an tbaak joa onoo ogam for yoar boo^mlHj ta-aighl aad dartag tho pan foar 
joafo. Then aaaaal meetlngt with yoar AnooiatfoB ban boea a ooBroe of groat 
ninaan to me, aad I am gimmful to thlak that 1 lean yoar A meoiat io B oo drmly oiiab> 
iiaheiL Too may mt aafored that 1 ohall always oberiah the eipremioa of apprsetatloa 
of yoar Aaaociatioa of aaeh aerrioea as 1 han boea able to readar dariag my period 
of ofloe* 

The Vioeroy-Doiigaate. 

I am aboat to depart from India. If 1 may bo permitted to oay it 1 am glad that 
1 ahall be eneoeeded by a diatiagaiahed geatlemaa, whoaa peraoaality aad ohanotor ban 
boea aoclaimed by all p^itioal parties in England, and whose iatelleotaal gifts led him» 
in oompaimtlnly early life, to a seat in the Cabinot. I am sara that he will be able to 
rely, as 1 ban relied, on your sympathy and support. He will be able to feel, as I han 
felt, what an asset it is to India's tntnre, that yoar Assoeiatlon is li^lly stririag to 
work with Indiana for conatractire program in India, and that yon bring to the oomaMm 
stock of Indian poblio life those standards of obaraoter and oondnet which are year 
aational pride, and that respect for law and order and that lore of representatire institn- 
tiona which are yonr heritage. 


Joint Annual Ccmfeience (Central and Branches) 

The third joint annual oonferenoe of the Central AdminiatratioD and 
Branohea of the European Aaeociation, which was held at Cahmtta on the 
16th December 1925, wai attended by a large number of memben and 
delegates from almost all the branches. The proceedings were very lively 
and interesting. Sir Hurbert Carr, president of the A ssoc i ation, was* in 
the chair. 

A resolution restating the existing policy of the Association, as publishad 
in the Assooiation’e “ Quarterly Review, ” was carried with two ohangos. The 
aims of the Council are to keep prominently before them, now read as follows : 

(1) The maintenaiioe of British rights by all ooostitatkmal means, that 
is to sav, rights founded on equal freedom and justioe for the individual." 

(2/ Practical sympathy with the Anglo*lndian and Domiciled Com- 
munity in their ^itical aspiratioDs, and the loetering of a relationehip of 
eordii^ty and oo-operatioo with those Indiaoe who are working oonitruotively 
for Uie good of India.” 

Mr. W. W. K. PAGE’S reeolution that ” the oonferenoe believec that the 
best intereeti of the Assooiatioo lie in dose oo-opentioo with all lojd 
Indiaoe, that sadi friendship, if it is to be of a laeting nature, most be 
aeoQmpBnied by * Iraok deolaritioD of views and be hiied on mutual reeor 
nition oi realitiee, and that the branebee should endeavour to oreate more 
ireqppwnt opportonitiei for an exohango of views, between rseponsible Indian 
Bolitieiaiis and their members," was passed. 

Mr. 0. E CHARTRES moved the fdbwiog resolutfon In view of 
the eomideiBUe emonnt of distress existlDg among Buropeaoi In thk oountry, 
due to unempk^ent, it is deelrable that the European Aisoofitinn ahonld 
endeavour to oo-ordinate methods of reliof with this otyeet in view. This 
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aonfimiM reeoani M idi : (a) tlioi aaoA tauioli be e^ed to report to the 
Gonneil on Hie oondMoiie of omplojiiiaiit in iti dietriet end on eny orfMidnition 
tbore for dooHog witA nnom^j^ EnropOAM ; (b) that, if no mob orfeniM- 
Hon oxiiti And oondiHone indfaete tbe ne oe wi ty lor Mp^ the brineb bo 
aakod to form on OffAniaetbn ; (e) that tbe funotion of tbe Eoropeen Aeao- 
datfon.abonldbeoonllD^ to promoting rdiof orgeniietion wtnre required 
And to giTing And oolleeting infomiAtion Aboot the working of eneb oigAnte* 
tkme ; (d) that tbe European Aaeoeiation examine tbe deeirability of initiatiiig 
legMation wbiob will enaure the depoeit by Enropeane landing in India. 
eMier by tbemaelvee or on their behalf by tboM employing them, of a aum 
•uiBoient to defray the ooat of repatriation should they at any time beoome a 
obaige on timir oommunity or country *’• Tbe resolution was oarried. 

Mr. F. T. Otiffin GHAVETS resolution, *' This oonferenoe is of opinion 
that European edueation should .be made a reserTod suljaot under the 
Central Goromment" was also earned. 

The following readution. moead by Sir Willoughby CARET, was 
oarried : ** This oonferenoe recommends the desirability of branches appointing 
at an early date representative local committees, or taking steps to initiate their 
appointment with the object of (a) oolleeting information about, and idaoing 
on record, charitable endowments and trusts existing in India for the 
benefit of Europeans and Anglo*Indians in this country ; and (b) estimating 
tbe eharitable contributions made by the European oommunify in India 
lor this purpose with the view of making recommendations for the con* 
sideration of the venous religious and eharitable bodies concerned lor the 
better co-ordination of the charitable work of the community.’’ 

Auxiliary and Territorial Forces 

Sir Williem CURBIE moved the following resolution : " This oonferenoe 
strongly opposes the seeommendation of the Auxiliary and Indian Territorial 
Foieeo Committee to place the Auxilia^ Force under liability for general 
eervice, and is of opinion that having in view the spedal circumstances of 
its members, any attempt to enforce this recommendation or to penalise 
empibyeie will very seriously affect recruitment. This conference idso con- 
aiden that the empleyment of the Auxiliary force in time of war as a second 
Una of fcinioreemeiito lor tiie Britiah Army in India is not practical. 
Further it would be a waste of much valual^ material fit lor the oommis- 
skHied mokf 

Sir Wittiam CURBIE asked whether it was wise from the point of view 
of oommeroe, whieh supplied the sinews of war and from the point of view 
of the military authorities, who were responsible for measuree d proteotion 
that the Auxiliary Foroes should be liable for general servioe whmi danger 
of invaaioB or c|hw ciicunistsnoes demanded it ContinuiL^, Sir E^Bfom 
Onnie said : must be remembered that once such liahilftgr is legriioed lAo 

AuadHary Force takes its settled idcho in the scheme of protoction, and tte 
bommersial oommunity can then have no complaint when the militaiy atilhori- 
tiee edi up the AuxiBaiy Foieeo. For tbe military authorltim are, and 
numt be, the sole judges ii mnemity lor such aotiom And it woh M be 
maniieetty unisir to any ConmmndernrChief or General Ofleer Oommanfi in g 
ior the bnsinsm enmnuwi ity to attempt, when a oriaio aruee, to daisy or 
poitpone such moMHmtinn and ddm exemptions for certain msmb e m ol their 
staliiA Tin Oosmdttes fo Bus H of their repoit state : 
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^ Wb aol oToloolrad «b« poirfliflHf EuB Ihii asItMiMi of Iho 
HAiHlr EioAimBuirlaMlto^oriiteoiliMofi MoilliiMBbMihBl 
opoMmiBoltiMolimioofeMHi of tiMM will odd lo ftoHil oMmht 
of At flBVMb dor* on fhe ono hood* dboto win itininttir wtt boillii 1 om 6 
iMfioMi oni fhote who Aomper the traiidBg of tho ■oto ■niimEoifhi wMlt» 
on Em ofbor tend, the koowlodfe thel the dor mm whenifter wM 
te iljjiHhetteiaB patient of their llebilitr will he on ineentiie Pe ite 




IMm 


go feilliir. 

hot it woold min the Voroe, 

It ipolonteiy. All the iVnoe 
eonnneieiel poieoiti. it oil 
eeriooi trooUe on Eie Fronlier f 
Wo here o Bofopeon itetf of M 
in the Aoxiliorf Feme end 16 oee la ‘nan* 
If the Foroee ore eeUed up, At oat of II 
woold be onder a eetenn ehfigMioe to leoae ae monmdte.mg poEdI 
Indio, leering 10 te eonp on the ddppnig and moil i 
indnstriee. It ie not pnotieohlo. Ite oBoe ie h/ no moene i ^ 

reepeet I know of one which intete, to ite _ 
that thej moat join the Aozilioiy Foree. 1 know of i 
he left with one meraher and two poitnen. Moat ef ae do onr teat te 
oauat the Auziliory Force, hot I think it mor he token oa i 
that if thia ganerol eerriee reeommeiidPion ia oeoepted hf the 
of Indio, in aelf-defenoe the oommeretol hooaee will foiidil mecoltenn foif 
I peroeotege of their oanatonts to join the Aoziliory Foioe, and tea wW 
a redootion of the unite of the Foree to a atrength teU wfll te of 
little mflitary roloe ae e eecond line of defeuee to the Britieh Aiwqr in India, 

** Similarly with other unite outeide Coloutte. I refer to the Ooarfiovo 
Artillerj, Aeiaw Light Horae, etc. Are the jute milla and tea 
with tbooaande of labourer^, to be left with no direeting 
of the Auxiliary Foroee should 'only he ealled upon to perform l 
eerrioe and training eufficient to., fit. them for eueh eerriee, Tho 
for this are ohrioua in this cohntry. Thoeo from whoao ranhe Ite i 




portion of the Anziliary Forces ore drown ore the controlling end duooliag 
foree of the rorious business -of the oouotey, ond^ if they ho teten nwog 
either for o long period of troining or on aetiro eerrioe, moot of tho bndnnm 
would ooaae to function, the leeat aerioue foenlt poanbbr being the thioving 
out of om^yment of o large number of Indian workmen and othora. 

“ At home their plaeoa might ho filled, hot anoh ie not the cooe tefo, 
where largo hosineaaee employing bundredo of pooplo are managed If n 
handfnl of Europeana ”, 

Sir WilkmEthy Carey teooDded the raoolnllkMi whieh woa oarriod. 


Further ReaolntiOBa 

Tho oonforonoo alao pa « aad the telowing foaohitioo : “ Thia maatfog of 
tho dalagalH of the hranchoa of tho EnropoM Aaoeeiation is 
fereiioo ooUa the oamoat atUotioo of thM d ir aot i ng the astiriliaB aftte 
British aommoreial and indnahrial oonooma to tte rite noeaarfty af amidiiM 
thoRteh oommniiily in India to piorkio eoteblo r op r eoa fifali roa lor fahte 
woiIl 
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TBB SUBOPSAH AS80C1ATI0K 
Cf a n ia tht Coktam. 

Aififcar imM km, m? ad bf Ifr. F. R. JAlfISi wm maki. Tha 
TanMoamn: la Ylaw of Ilia diiiaiill aaonomtel poailioD of Sovopaaiia 
ia ladfa» lUa aoobraaoa raeeaiaiaiida Ibid Ilia CaaMl Adadai^^ 
waridtr ia aoaialtilion wiUi Iha GoTaramaol of lodiot Indian adoealional 
aatk(giHa» and variaoi Colonial 6 oTaniniaiili» Iba adTualdt^ of aatabbab* 
laa a w^k&m of aoaalional Irminiof in India for Iba aono a^ dangblaii of 
doMticflad Eoropaann sneb at will ill tbam for naefnl earaan in Iba C^niaa. 

inlaraat in Pnblic Work. 

Mr. Kanaalb CAMPBELL* moving tha roaolntion oalling Iba allanlion 
of Iboaa diraodng Iba aotiviliaaol Britlah oommeroial oonoama to Iba naeaaaitj 
of frrfTtf"t . Britiab oommunily to provide auitabla rapraaanlativaa for 
paUio work aaid Iba raaaon lor tbia axpreaaion of opinion waa two-fold : 
iiallp* baaaoaa gantlaman who might ooma forward and taka np the burden 
of pnUie work ware backward; andaacondly* becauae in aoma oaaaa where 
nMibaia were willing* aenior partnera or employera were not willing that 
Ibaj ahooU do 00. 

Oppoaition by Firma. 

Mr. W. Si J. WILSON* aeeonding the motion* aaid that while it waa true 
that oaiinb ra pr aae nt ativea of firma in Galootta were allowed to do public 
work* It waa equally true that more waa now required of them. Firma 
abonld raabaa tbrt the daya were peat when it waa auffioiant that one of tibe 
leading man of the community ahould ruih up ta tha Central Lagialature 
to taka part in a debate on a aubjeet of extraordinary intereat to the oom- 
mabdly and Iban mah hack to hia commercial gadi.** Firma with veiaed 
blaraataand permanent atakea in the countiy ahould raaliae to-day that 
Iboaa IntaraalB ware not aa unaaaailable aa they were in the peat and that 
they ware being aaamled. Tha reaolution waa carried. 



ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 


Associated Chambeis of Commerce 

CALCU TTA--- i 4 Tff DBCBMBBR i 92 S 

H. £. tha VioeToy opened the unraal meetiDf of the Aieooiated Ohimbere 
of Gommeree of India end Ceylon et Celoatte on the 14th December in the 
preeenca of a large and diatingaithed gathering. Lord Lytton wae preeent 
at the early part of the meeting. Baiidee delegatee, there were alao preaent 
Sir Cbarlea Innea, Sir R N. Mitre. Sir Hugh Slephenaon, Mr. J. Donidd»* 
Mahareia S^hauniah Chandra Boy. and Mr. Q. P. Roy. 

Mr. Kenneth Campbell. Preaident of the Bengal Chamber of Commeree. 
in welooming the Viceroy, ezpreaaad rejoioing at the progreaa which Her 
Excellency Lady Reading had made since her recent aeriona dlneaa. 

The Viceroy's Speech 

The Viceroy, in reply, aaid 

** 1 thank yon most cordially for the warm welcome you hare extended 
to me and for the sympathetio referenoea yoo hare idhde to Her ExceUency 
Lady Beading. Her Exoellenoy and I greatly appreoiate yonr Undnem. 
ne many expresaiona of eympatby and kindly feeling we hare reeeired 
from all olaasea and all parti of India daring her recent illneaa hare been 
a aource. not only of gratifioatioD to me. bat strength and enooaragement 
to Her Excellency. Let me thank yon alao for the kind terms in whieb you 
hare spolun of myself and my work and of my connectioo with the meeting 
of the Associated Chamber. 

Vioeroy^a Interest In Commerce. 

** Ton hare referred to the iotereat I hare taken in oommeroial affaira. 
When I came to India, among the many oonceptioos I had formed, after 
moch reflection, of the responaibilitiea of my high otflee. none was elearer 
in my mind than the neceaaity of keeping my finger on the pulse of ooaa- 
meroe and finance and of maintaining the el oae at tonoh with the morement 
of its trade and indoatriea. In my past experienoe I had been brought into 
oontaet with many aspects of those qoeatioDs and had been oonriiioed of 
the elMoeas of the tie which conoects the prosperity and contentment of 
a coantry with the course of its trade and commerce. 1 had no illusions as 
to tha depA of the reaotiooa on the former which might be engendered by 
any aerere determination in the latter ; nor did I leare out * of say pieturo 
that trade and commerce are delicate plants of complicated structure, diat 
they are easily affected in adrerae ways by an atmosphere of political insecurity 
or Id diaeontent. and thaa their ncwmal eourae may not Infi^neotly ahio 
run a riak of being impeded by misnnderatanding in adminiatratire meaaurae. 
For these reascna, throughioat my time as Viceroy 1 hare kept a eona t a n t 
wateh on die commercial and financial aitoaticn and ererTthiog that has a 
bearing npon it It haa had my awat earnest attention. I hare taken 
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ilHt iron tin* to tfau to prai fac w ad the ooondenlioo of m j 
■eunry apfpiariiii to w tohs heoetbiel tolltojaoeiml eommemftl wdi^ 
•ad I haTt •!#•]» Biwiniwiiid the otteen of OotremnMot to aiaiDtoio the 
doaait tooeh with the eeaimarrial •«ooiitiop» and bneioMsman to the obief 
oantrai of tndo and iodwtnr# 

ThoTaaf^aTkade. 

** I gioatly apiMoiato fom raia a e n o a i to tha aztoiit to whiah yoar Tiawa 
looaif ad attontioo and nowldarariaai to tha haoda of my Oovammaiit Tha 
ammalatoatiiigaoflha Aaaaeiatod Chaaabaia have afforded me a Talnabla 
opportaaito ^ ad d w i aa i ng yon parioaaHy in napard to opaationa of intaraat 
to oa aad Itoya anallai the a aam baia ol aqr Gbvartimant to axohanga viawa 
and taka part in opadartabla rK a a n adon a wtto thoaa wall qualified to apeak 
on thoaa aobiaato 1 faaatlf regret that liua ia tha laat oeeaaion on which 
I ahull addraaa tha ropnatoUtatiTaa of lio Aaaooiaaad Chaanbanu but you may 
oaat aaaorad that my sympathy iu aM that aonoama tha waliara of that part 
vof Indiana aati>itiaa yon fapneaant wiii tiafor fiag and that avan altar 1 lay 
down my offiaai aa far aa diatanaa and time permit. India a oommareiiJ 
pfoUaaM will continna to evoke my kaenaat iuteraat and oommaod my 
nndafitaiidiiig aympathy:. 

** Before paaaiog to other suldaeto. let me dwell for a moment, aa haa 
bean my anatom in the paal» on the ganariil couraa of trade in tha preaant 
year. It could hardly parhapa be azpadtad thut the high watermark of laat 
yaar*a aetlTity could ba oooaiatantly maiatairied. Some pauaa waa. in fact. 
OTidaiit in tha firat law fitootha of tha year lOfiO-Sfi. and the bulk of trade 
moTifig wat aomawhat leia thao- in the aame period of the previous year. 
Tha wheat harvest alac did not fulfil ita early promise. Navertbelesa. aa 
tha cold weather staitad. goods began to move more easily and during the 
laat f^r months railway eamiogs have exceeded those of the same period 
of last year. The price of several commodities has fallen. The Tariff 
Board raporiied in July that the heavy imports of iron and steel of last year 
had bean abaoHbed into consumption and that stocks had returned to normal. 
The more raasarkablc items of the changes in prices have been the rise in 
tha price oi raw jute, due to a short crop, and the fall in the price of raw 
cotton piaoa-goods and coal. Other features ^ling for observation are tha 
aontiouad stabUky of azchanga and the hope of improvement in the mill 
eituition in Bombay following on the cessation of tha strike. 1 recognise 
that there has bean coniidarabla depression in business in Bombay, but I 
trust lartuna may now take a torn for the better and that the outlook may 
piovt more hopeful. 

Steady Expansion. 


** OanaraJly speaking, it would appear that in India as a whole there is 
idmndaot bpsintos to be done and though the margin of profit will, doubtless, 
ba iasi than in aojma past years, tha volume of demand is present and tha 
atosoaphere la tovouiabla for steady if sbw expansion of activity. 

*^Tha year has himn mark^ by two events of outstanding importim 
in thrir pegttUa reaolioiMi on trade and commeree. I allude to tha arrival 
of tha Currenoy Conunimion iq India and to the iuepanaioD of the Colton 
Bmaa Duly* The eOqiihy wb^ tha Gonunisaion have undartukan of 
odvistag on tha aompnaatod and todbniaal isanaa of euirancy and azduuiga 
ia a amat ardoona toric* and I tiwot that tha freest and fullest assistanoa 
wttl ha given to tha Bight Hon. Hfton Young and hia aoUaaguaa in tliair 
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nwmHmtlnm I need hudhr poim ool ttiltibe demioot whlAwOlte 
ani¥«d al oa tiieir iMonmaodblioiii mm8 mommtOy be of IhogrttilMl 
iapoitiiioo to aommorml uitereofei and to tibo dovolopMiit of IndiaV 
rooo o foofc I fool aoro thot thio aop o ot of thoir laboofo will bo roaliaod 
bf aD mombon of tho oommoioial ooouaoai^ and I look to tbom to gif 
tbo OomminioD tbo booellt of tboir owa kooidodfe and oxporiooeo. I §m 
coafidont that tbo GommiaBioii wfll aubko a mmt TBliaablo oontribiitioii to 
tbo aolntioii of tbooo pioblemf whiob aio of tpooial dilBonltgr and adbot tbo 
gonoial prooporifar of tbo oouotrj io aaaikod dofioo. 

CSotton Eioiao Dotj. 

** At rogardt tbo Cottoo Exoiio I>a^» tbo tta t o ao at latuod bj mo at tbo 
tiiiio of tho piomnigaitioa of the Ofdinanoo will boTO modo tho foaoont for mj 
aetion door. Oorommont wot andor a promito to remit tbo Doty wboo 
finaDoial oonddmtiooa pormittad ito remonA At tbo time of tho kat Biidfot* 
wo doeidod th^ oonaidoratioiu did aot permit removal at that time and that 
proforooee in oaiiig aarplos muat be givoo to tbo remimioo of proviooial oon* 
tribationa. Tbo Logidative Aaaemblj at the time made goiiurm in favour 
of abctftioii. but wore in attbatanoe in agroomont pith the oourae then taken. 

** Meanwhflo tbo aitnation of the mQl in^hutry in Bombay boeamo aenooa. 
In Septembor fait tbo Aoaembly agdn diaeumed the quaation of the dn^ 
and Totod for ite auapenaion with fiill^ oogniaanoe that tnaponaion would 
Involve abolition. It was the middfe of the financial year and the position 
as regards proapwts and oommitments was still utioertain. Ordinarily* legis- 
lation for the abolitbn of taxation would properly eome under oonsideration 
ody at Budget time. We were not prepared on the data then available to 
oommit ourselveo io September lam to the abolition of the du^ in the next 
Bsdget and it was idle to oonaider suspension unlees it was to bo foUowod 
immis^Uatoly proposals for abolitioo. Later* when the year bad declared 
itself more fully and we bad more detailed ostimatos b^re nt of finaneial 
pmopoetSf wo determined that no aerions finaneial risk would bo ioourred bf 
Buoponding the duty forthwith for tbo remainder of the year* wifb the inten- 
tion of proposing sMition in the next yoor* and after oonsnltsaon with my 
Govommont and roforenoo to the Seerotaiy of State* and with tboir full 
approval I at 0000 took the step of pcmnolgating an ord in a n ee to suepoad 
the doty wiA ofibct from the lot of tbio month. In view of varions obwr 
vatione in tbo Proas* I desire to em pb na i ei that fito statomont issnod by mo 
with tbo Ordinanoe oontaino a plain reeM of the bets and 1000000 that 
ledto asy aotson. No oonditioni* expfonmd or implied* are attaohod to 
tbo OQspenaioii. Tbo booofidal ododt of this motion b tim aitnation in Bom' 
bay waa lawnmy*^" 1 have boao gralifiad to obmrvo that tho ownoia loot 
DO tioM in moating tho grievaaoea of tho nuD-handi and restorioi the oat 
in wagaa. Tbo strike baa ended and the asifia are at work afun. Tho 
^aaeeiafad Gbambera have no doobt alao road tbo atat omont iaanod at 
VMMhtttur hr «b6 Cgtioa Spinm’ wd MMiiiaatafm’ iamMita o* 

1* PBwhir, wd hav* ap pwri i t ad. a* 1 kawt th* fiaak a***|lHi** Ir 
iiitaiada oi th* aotioa «* ham adoitod te aaic* oalakar 
■taadiag ptaaaaa aod to aaa* th* diSoakiM ai aor mill indaitqr ia bdhk' 

biprammat of igrioalhiTa. 

**1 do Bot ptopoa* to dwriloBthoaimdabolamjaa>oamt*oBptoai 
■p iUfSoidiaa on obaorTinp Aot it iaobdoo a roHlalioa lOpwSaf 
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00 the qiMilioiit oad thofe wo bovo iavitod o newt of tbo Lndi 
Ooteiwioeiifee io vfgofd propotiA^Jor^^ npio^ein^ ofo^ 

cl SMe molt owait the newe e o^ eete d W ^ load Oofomneoti. Bit 
the Cheinbeni looj reet eaeared thet the ealgeet eoottooade the atfeeotioo 
tbot Iti impoiteoee to the coontiy ood to eonawree is portieoior demondc. 

** At this ie the lect oooedon on wfat^ 1 ehall addmt yen, it would he 
of interact to reriew the geoerml eooditioiM preToilioo diirioo my term 
of office end their eflhot upon the ooone of trade and oonmerce. On my 
arrival in India, I lonfad the oomiMreial ntnation ^oomy, proepectc depret* 
tine# and the eommereial community in a atete of dicooanoBment The 
Slot March, 1981, hronght to a dote a moet ahnormal and diautrons year 
in Indian trade. The year 1919 had been marked by a good monaoon. The 
tme economic efiorte of the World*War had not had time to declare them- 
•eWee and there wac a general boom in trade. The eerene aky changed 
wiA atartliog rapidly. In 1980-81 the monsoon wac poor, ^mblic expendi- 
ture exceeded public reTCuue by Rc. 26 croree, the farourable trade balaoce 
changed into an adrerae balance of Ri. 80 orores, outlets for Indian prodnee, 
as ifor example tea, continuously contracted while the Indian markets were 
congected with large stocks of highly valued exports. Exchange had fallen 
to la. 8d« 

Position in India in 1921. 

** In March, 1981 prioea were si^ily receding from the high pitch of 
the previous year, credit throughout India was severely shaken ; nor were 
other conditions calculated to inspire confidence. The political atmosphere 
iras heavily charged. The Reforms appeared to have stailMN) on their journey 
under unfavonrable auspices. If the commercial and financial situation 
was depressing, there were equally sad features in the political situation which 
tended to m^e marohants discouraged and depres^. A period of diffi- 
culty and stagnation followed, in spite of the high prices still ruling for 
many commodities. The total valoe of the sea-borne trade, exports and 
imports, touched a lower i^ure than in any year from the close of the 
War up to the present time. Nine months later, in January, 1983, the 
President of BeAmociated Chambers, In opening the annual meeting, ex- 
pressed the genmal desponde^ in the words which we no doubt recall. 
What ii before us, it is impossilde to my, but we must admit there are 
gleet mames of hiaek oloiidB ahead out of which anything may be expeoted. 
In addition to other tnmhleo, the conditions of the years of the War had 
pievcoted the proper mai^nanoe of many of the aervioeB on which the 
fanersl piusperity of the country depends. This was notably the case 
as rsmeda BaUweys. Laige arrears of renewals and of replacements had 
acoaiMdeled and axpaasiOB nstorsUy was severely impeded. AH trades 
and industrice were adversely affccM by their conditions, though, fortn- 
nalslyf the time of eeverest ffiSeelty was not always the same for esch 
tmde. Tea which was one of the fiiet indnetries to experience a heavy 
setback, was also one of the earliest to revive. It is doe to the conoeited 
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meMomldmlif Uut indo^ to tha loyaHar wilh wUah thav wara 
eaitiad out Iqr iadiaidnal mamban that tea of tha atoodbid grada fall rapidijr 
is ai|^ noiilha in 1980 to 4d. a poond. Bot hgr 1990 tba aaporta wara 
greator than tliaj had aaar baan in qoanti^ and fatobad aatiabetory prioai. 

Brighter Prospaeta. 

In othar tiadaa raaorary bat not baan to atrongly markad or to rapid. 
Many otbar branohat, lor axample piaoe-goodt. jute, cotton mauufaotares. 
iron and ctaab and ganei^al exportt and importa. have had to undergo almoat 
aimilar diffiaultiaa. Baoovary from tha bad leral of 1981 mutt nacaaiarily ba 
built up alowly. Debria bad to ba ramorad and eonfidanoa raatorad. Econo- 
mic didooation atill prcYaila in othar oonotriaa* but a compariion between tha 
preaant ateta of ti^a and that prevailing in 1921 appaara to me to ahow 
that India haa ooma through this trial mora auooeaafully than many othar 
oountriea and I am full of hope lor the future. India haa no real concern 
with luxury trade, and tha oommoditiea dealt in are every day needs. In 
thia raapaot, demand haa revived at lower prices it ia true, but, in my 
view, at healthier levels. Thera have been satisfactory monsoons and tha 
general ptoapecte are far brighter. Tha balance of trade turned once mora 
two yaaia ago in India’s favour. India’s trade prosperity in view of her 
large popula^n and low average of individual buying power, depends on 
large quantities of goods circulating at low prices rather than on small move- 
ments at high prices. It ia very noticeable that a*hen prices of aiticlea in 
common demand, such as piece-goods, rise sharply the decrease in consump- 
tion is immediate. Whereas in 1930-21 the weight of goods exported from 
India, lor which records arc by weight, was a little under 6 million tons, 
in 1924*25 it had risen to lOi millions tons. Taking exports and imports 
of the tame olaes of goods together, volume of goods which left and entered 
India last year was 65 per cent, greater than the export and import totals 
of 1921. In value, tha figures of last year show that 1924-25 was th«t best 
trade year India has aver had. Tha total value of exports and importa 
exceeded tha striking figures of Ba. 650 crores. The indications are that 
the figuiaa of tha currant year will ba only slightly, il at all, lower than 
thoea of laat year. 

It Is not easy to analyse tba causes which have oontributed to tha 
Dotebla ahanga batwaao tha oonr.mareial situation in 1980-21 and the present 
day. To a large extent world conditions have oontributed, though, as 1 
have already oba^ad, 1 believe that conditions io India have improved 
mora rapidly and in a more marked degree than io any othar country. 
Good mootoOM have undoubtedly played a large part in the change, but 
fta chaoga haa ifot been wholly lortuitoos. A large measure of tha alter- 
ations for the b atte r ia ondoobteclly due to tha grit n^ energy with which 
the aommarainl community in l^a have fa^ tha problems balote them, 
and to tba atepa wbieh my Oovaromaot have baan able to take for tba 
improvaatoot of the fadlitiaa for trade and ioduatry ; and it must not ba 
forgoiteii that tha Improvement of tba political situation has angaiiderad 
a faalini of atahflity and aontinnity and raatorad confidanea. Internal 
•aeuiitehnsooaantoraattboldanad tha timid to new vanturaa and revived 
tha normid aonrsa of trade. 

Tba ba p rov a snant in tiia ganaral revenue poaitioo of tha eounbiy in 
the In^ iTs yanra baa baan no lam atriklog. In 1981 my Government wara 
*^>'9egiing with tba inaneial diffienltiaa conaaquant on tba War. Tha graai 
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liti ki prioeti tmff ok i im iimlvsd io Sm mormt t d M tilikliit* 
Miifei, Ike epedel expeodiliife iaenrred io the deieooe ef our fceHitBi 
added enomoiialp to our espeoditarei We ked e diAoit Io mA el dU 
yeeie 191M0, I98M1 end 1991-89 of over lb. 90 emee. In 1999-98 tibe 
deiSeit wee Be. 16 eroiee. Tke poeitioD kee now eompletelf ekengedt Kol 
only kee ike Bndgel been belenoed. but leel jeer we were eUe to ^w e 
•nrplue of over Be. 8 eioree« end e beginmng wee made wfth the rednelion 
of provineial eoniriballoiiet end tiie genermi finanelai poeiliott of Ike piovineial 
Govemmenia ie now enbelantiallj better than it wae five jeeie ego. We 
have elao been able to eoepend the Cotton Eioiae Dnlj wilk Ike eonSdenI 
hope of being in e poeition to remit it entirelj dnriog Ike next eeaeion 
of t^ Aeaemblj. 

Cate in Mililarj fixpendilnre 

** To Ikeee reenlte. Providence tmi oontribnted the gift of good moneoona. 
Bat the preeent aatielaelorj Ananoiel ontlook conld berdlj have been brangkl 
about even with Ikeee bleaeingi, exoept for tke larraeeking and ene rg e l i e 
campeign of retrenokmenti powerfotlj aaeieted bj Sir Maloobn HaOej wken 
Finenoe Member. We owe a debt of gntitode to Lord Inekape and kia 
coUeagnee for the very valuable advice we received from tke Coaneittee 
over whoee deliberalione ke eo aHy preeided. I wiek alao to allnde to 
the vciy reedy and loyal help which I received in tke rrdnetioo of military 
expenditure from tke late Lord Bawlineon. Bearing fully in mind kie 
gr^ reeponelbili^ for tke efBcieney of the deieooe of Iadia> ke novortkeleae 
threw htmeelf wholehear t ed l y into the eeareh for avenuee of economy and 
afforded the greateet aaeietancc in furthering the end we had in view. 
The magnitude of the eohieveneut and the aearohing nature of tke enquiriee 
may be realieed by tke iguree. Expenditure wua reduced in eon n eetion with 
tke Budget for civil expenditure for 1999-98 by Be. 8 croiee and Be. 88 
lakhe. The Budget eettmatee tor military expenditore in the aeme year 
amounted to Ba 671 eroree. The dguree tor net military expeadihwe attar 
introductico of tke eeoncmioe edviaed by the Committee ^ve been in 1999-88 
Bm, 65*8 erofee» in 1998-94 Be. 66*9 croree» and in 1994-96 Be. 66*6 eroeee. 

** Tke great improvement in our 6naocial poeition may be meaenred not 
only by our balaneed Badgeti but by tke marked amelioration in tke cre d it 
of tke Goveiament of Indm in tke loanmarhet. In thtt and amny other 

oT^Sr^^BiS ^B to Bk eltt wf pnaatoftaim Member, httvetan of the giualaet 
value. A lew yeen too we had a Sooting debt of over Be. 80 eroiee of 
Treeoaiy Bifla ootttaading. Theoe have been rapid. Wa kava been ebb 
to borrow at pragr ee rive ly better ratea, and in the ea wa n t yanr wa 
have dfepeneed with a emk loaato tkiaeoantto»OBdinbidiBndhnia haen 
abb to land on «rkat appear to be mtietoetory toima a adhtonnlU propoe 
tionof tke ekoit term debt w a tari ng in Bb near future. 

TVibato to Imperial Bknk 

"The leeenlly publiaked roport of the External Oapttal Obnpiltoa hne 
laid etrom on the hnpoitance of devdoiMto InttTa own latent enaroro of ^ 
weailhtonadit her taatnial development. I hope tor a aetnbh pdronro 
in fUi raepeat and look in tkk direelion tor tke eohtian to a innrideroMi 
extent of the proUem of Sn a nning the developpront of the eonntay* % 
tkie the creation of the Imperial Bank, ee labii eh ed in Janaeiy, 198L hhe 
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almdj mterbQj oooiribiited. I Imwt watehad tfi 4 dtTalopaieiit of thk 
iiMtitiitioa daring tha part fi?e yean with eonrtant inlaiart. It hia banrtHSad 
tin tfida of the ooantry to a great degree already by the extenion of 
bfODohee, by oentraliring for emptoyment in the intereeti of tnde the Oo* 
▼ernment balanoee in a manner which was impoeeifale before ita orertion» 
and by the prorieioD of increased facilities for remtiUnoee. It has alra^y 
taken its plaoe among the great banks of the world, and I am confident 
of the soooess awaiting it in the future. The last fire years hare been 
marked by great energy in administratire re-organisation and construotire 
legislation. 

** The War had necessarily impeded progress in both these directions. 
In no direction, perhaps, has this adrance been more remarkable than in the 
case of the Railways. Following upon the recommendations of the Acworth 
Committee and the adrice of the Inchcapo Committee re-orgaiiisation has 
been set on foot which has raised the railways from a stats of iuefficiency 
and of being a charge to the State to a position where they provide an ade- 
quate return on capital invested and eflSciently cope with the growing needs 
for transportation. The stages of this change are to be found in the deci- 
sion of the Legislature to provide a steady annual grant for five years for 
capital expenditure, the re-organisation of the Railway Department under 
Sir Clement Hindley, Chief Commissioner for Railways, effective econor^y in 
current expenditure, the separation of Railway finance from general finance, 
the establishment of reserve and depreciation funds, and the adoption of 
a forward policy in the construction of new linos of a remunerative character. 

Increased Railway Profits. 

** Among these measures 1 class, as of s^ial importance, the sefmration 
of railway finances. I cannot too highly praise the good sense which the 
Legislature bioui^t to bear on the diseuwion of this measure. It enabled 
the Railway adminirtrationa on the one hand to pursae a steady policy 
of extension and improvement; while it secures to the State a regular 
and increasing return from railway investments. The acceptance of the 
principle that railway profito, so long as the State Is assured of a 
moderate return on capital invested, should be utilised for railway purposes, 

« I ^ 1 




systems of the oountry and the gener^ prosperity itself. Time will not 
permit me to enter into the numerous improvements effeeted or under 
contemplation. It will suffice to let the figures speak for themselves. With 
the pn)greas in rehabilitation and extensions, the number of tons of goods 
originatfog on railways has increased from 63*5 millions in 1931*32 to 
87 million tons last year, while miles inoruksed from 17,700 millbns in 
1931-33 to over 31,000 million in 1924-35. On the financial side the work- 
ing of raOways in 1921-33 formed a very heavy ehaige on the revenues of the 
country. All this is now ohanged. The net profits after paying all intefsst 
amounted to Rs. 1*33 orores in 1933-33 to Rs. 6*47 erores in 1933-34, and 
Rs. 1S’50 erores in 1934-30. While my Gk>vernm^ are eonsoious that there 
is much still to be done in improving railway f aci liti es in relation to passengeia 
and goods and generally, there is every reason to be satisfiad with the 
remarkable progress made refleeting great credit on these responsi b l e lor 
railway adnsimrtimtion. . , ^ 

** In with commeree and industry, number of other eoartruo- 

tfvemaasnies have been put into execution. 1 need only refer to two 
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of then. The Memben of your Chenber are well aoqiiaioted with the history 
of the Fiscal OommiMioo, and the operatioD of the Tariff Board which 
had its origin in that Comnission’s reoommendationi. These meacnres were 
of great interest in the constitutional aspect from their connection with 
a convent recommended for adoption to His Majesty's Government by tht 
Joint Parliamentary Committee in order to secure a greater measure of 
freedom for India in working out her own fiscal policy. 

Protection in India. 

" Protection is a difficult subject and has its critics in principle and 
practice. Protection in Indiaf however, is given for definite periods only and 
the whole question is subject to discussion and reconsideration periodically 
at the proper moment. Meanwhile, the Tariff Board may be congratulated 
on the great care and thoroughness with which they conduct their enquiries. 
The recommendations of the Board are also minutely sorutiuised by the 
Legislature. As a result, no protection is given until a case for help is 
thoroughly made out and has stnod the test of public examination. The 
amount of assistance to bo given is also very rigidly tested by my Government 
and can be described in any case as erring on the side of undue generosity. 

** 1 have given personal attention to the complaints about delays in jud* 
icial proceedings and in the execution of decrees which are specially vexatious 
in commercial suits. The recommendations which Sir George Rankin's 
^mmittee have made have proved of the greatest value. Several suggestions 
have already been put into effect, and other reforms recommended in civil 
procedure are under discussion with the Local Governments and High Courts. 
1 confidently look for a considerable degree of improvement in the method 
of procedure as the outcome. The past five years have been a period of 
considerable activity in constru ctive legislation. 

After a full enquiry, and in consultation with the trades concerned, the 
Legislature has passed measures to improve the methods of trading in cotton 
and coal. The Cotton Cess Act has also become law, which is intended to 
facilitate developments both in the quality and production of Indian cotton 
in the interests of traders, mill-owners and agriculturists. An Insuritnoe 
Bill is in circulation for opinion, and will, 1 trust, receive the most careful 
etudy and bought in commercial circles. Measures for the training and 
registration qf auditors to ensure a higher standard of professional training 
and practice, so necessary in view of the expansion of joint stock companies 
in India, are also under oonsideratiou and commercial opinion on the proposals 
will be shortly invited. 

*' The administration of shipping and ports also is receiving most careful 
attention. A Shipping Bill has been prepared as a first instalment to deal 
with coastal lighting. The rules with regard to the safety of life on ships 
at sea and the carriage of deck passengers, have been entirely overbauM 
and brought into consonance with modern requirements. The last five 
years have seen remarkable pr<^ss in labour legislation. Indeed, more 
has been accomplished in the peri^ than in the whole preceding generation. 

" There has been a radical revision of the Faotorieo Act introducing a 
60 hours* week, the eselusioD of children between the ages of 9 and 12, the 
abolitioD of night work for women and other reforms. The new Mines Act 
enforoee somewhat similar reforms, a curtailment of hours, a weekly rest 
dayi and the stoppage of Aild work. Antiquated legislation dealing with 
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lymcbat of workmon’t oontiacta hM baon repoalad. The Workmen « Com- 
penaaftioii Aot hee introdaoed for the hrst time a oompreheneive system for 
elleTiatiiig hardship caused by industrial accidents. A Bill to enoourage and 
protest healthy t^ea union organisations is before the Assembly. The- 
quesiiaon of providing means of conciliation in trade disputes has been 
^orooghly explored* but it would be premature tQ legislate on this question 
until the Trades Union Bill has become law. In the measure we havo 
adopted the employers have been fully taken into our confidence in the 
preliminary stages and their readiness to co-operate* even where their 
immediate interests were to some degree prejudiced is most laudable. Some 
may think that the pace of reform in labour legislation has been unduly 
rapid but our action has followed that adopted by most civilised oountries 
and is in aooordanoe with principles which will scaroely be disputed. Iho 
measures placed on the Statute Book have been* in my view* well considered. 
They were designed to meet genuine needs and to remedy admitted defects. 
I am oonvinoed that public opinion generally will regard them, as experienoo 
in working the rules is gained, as not only necessary when judg^ by 
ethical standards and directly beneficial to the workers eonoeriied, but aa 
actually advantageous also to industry generally. 

Sir Charles Innes’ Work. 

I cannot pass from the subject without placing on record my high 
appreoiation of the valuable assistance I have received from Sir Charles 
Inoes, Member*io-Charge of the Department of Commerce and Railways. 
He has brought the highest qualities to bear on the difficult problems that 
faced him throughout those years and has addressed himself to the solution 
of these intricate questions with the most laudable energy and with great 
gifts of perception, intuition and sympathy. In all measures his efforts 
have been most ably seoouded by Mr. Chadwick, the Secretary in the 
Department. 

1 am also gready indebted to the Memberin-Charge of the Departmeot 
of Industries aod Labour, formierly Sir A. Chatteijee, High Commissioner 
lor India in London, and now Sir & N. Mitrm. It has been a period of 
bogy oonatruetive work in the Department, and I am oonvinced that tho 
greatost care and foresight have been exercised in dealing with the difliodt 
measnna which have been introduced to the lasting benefit of the Industrial 
txpaiirionof India. 

The Economic future 

** When I pessed the last 4i years in revie .v I naturally fell into apeoula* 
tioo M to wh^ the years to come holds in store, from what angle of view 
win the honoessman be justified io regarding the future prospects lor ti^e 
iu end to what lemon do tho dramatic oveots of the quioquenuium 

point, I leH thet iu a period in which the prices of many commodttios are 
atSl falKiqf my roview might seem to take too optimistio a direetbn. All 
tmdea aud iodostries have not yot recovered the stal^'ty which charaoterisad 
oommereeio pce-War yean. In eertain industries there are still adiust* 
■UBti of priMOv aeodad Iwfon oomoaptioB appra.^ pta-war •taoduA 
K aap. indMd. to aqad Oat tbooph tto Tohnaa of trade i. iao w a wi n it 
ii ilill told to tit Tnrf — and ttore ii IMIo pradfe ia it ahea oUaiaad. 
Nornttokw. 1 do tolim that oraa if ft ia toidor to get, thm b buaueea 
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in ytanlir tD te doot. Bcoormy Mf tM ilow«-ft mmA to ibv aitor aeult 
dajpiMkNi— toi a daw and aoia gMieial pn g nm b Ito baiter ttoa abrnt 
apdb of drainalikt pioftfea to a faw tnidea. I am aaoTinaad that toa abaaga in 
tto sate iTa jaaia ba^a bean xadiaal and ii wbollj aalnteiy. Iba OoaditiaM 
ara aattflog dawn ateadilj tot aoralj ta a atabla aitoatm, tto beat aaad bad 
far trada ta gitm. Parbapa tto margiii.af proilt a^ not to btfia* bat tto 
bulk af tba baaiaaaa ia thare. Lat ma anoa mara remind jaa tbat tba total 
Tahia ai importa and azporta laat paar raacbad tba ^va of Ba. 650 

aroraa. KTarp dap aoipmomaatioiia and tranaport laeilitiea aia opaniog ap 
and ramittanaa raaoaraaa and ottor maebinarj for trading ara improring. 
Foil atabilitft 1 admiti it not to to aaoar^ until it ia alao aatabliabad in 
ottor trading aoontriea of tba world. Bot tba Ptot of Locarno will, 1 am 
confidaob balp to ramoYO tba obateelaa, a^ tba day k in aigbt whan tba 
paopla of tba worid will once more ba in a position to doTota tbdr attention 
to the paaeafnl aYocation of trade and oommaroa. Maanwbila, tba lessons 
of Iba part years show tbat in goTamment and bosinesa alike tbe new oon- 
ditiona call again, as in the past, for ooutinuous application, for nncaasing 
attentioo and onremitting energy, so tbat when tbe day eomea India may 
attain tor high and honoared plaae in tbe great comity of tto trading 
eonntries of tbe world. 

** Gentleman, 1 most now bid yoo goodbye I leara yoo with confidenoa 
in tto fotora of tbe commerce and indostry of India and 1 eordially wish 
yoo and those associated with yoo, from the highest to the fewest, all good 
lortoneand prosperity”. 


R e • o 1 o t i o n t . 

BvniiM. Lomt and Ineome Tax, 

Sir WilliaB Carrie, of tbe Btugal Cbaaober, laoTcd “ Tbat tbk Aaeo- 
eiatioB aoio inpton on tbe GoremaMut tbe eqnilj of aubiiig ,roTuion 
for bnefaieei loetee when coniprting iaeeaM4az, aiid riranglj leeonunende 
that it ihonld be nade pemieeiblo i«r an aMewee to earr, forwaid kaMa 
ior a period of three jraan.” 

William Carrie b b earr a d that the, eoold, in aU .reaeona b laneee, 
leqnaettbe Goremmant to pira ont of the eorphia Bndpet reTanoe tbe 
•raataat eonaideration to tba elaim for rriief from a pooition wbieb waa onfair 
to a bnaineae aeeeeeee. Tbe permanent method of aa en ge in g taxation waa 
ontirali onamided, for, whoa timoa were pood tbe Goforament took foil 
ebon of tSo pr^t^ bat when timea were bad the, beo a ma of no interaat 
to tlw Inland Bennae Depattamn^ wbieb waited aboxo tbwn vnltarrliko 
odB iktif apain laiaad their b eede abora water whan tba A in g Hn p p ro cem 
raeoanNoead. Itwaaaeaaaof "Boada twin, tafle job looaob** 
lha aaaolntioa waaoaniad. 


Bapeima an Compaaioai 

Mr. ▼. A. Oraatbam, oa baboM af tba Bembap Chamber of Omameieot 
moffod : "That ddo 0 merieHon laoommand to tba Oer et n mmt of India 
that ym fa i p aolt i o a of tta oa p a itaa an oom p aaiB e in India ba diweati n Bed 
ataBoaripaalo.* 
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Bi add it WM trne thttfc dM tapaite was opw laiM at tha ararilad 
Sat nta on Um whole proSt of a oompaej wSh a fno hidf Udu and ao 
longer at a graded nale of rates on the nndteihoted proSts of a ooapaay. 
They oontended that the prindple of the tax was noeomid* and the line 
half lakh had the effect of makiiig the tax a graded tax instead of a Sat rate 
tax. He held that the tax was ioequitidda The'tolai ineonie of the average 
ioTestor was below the sapertax mark. Why. then, should he be called 
upon to suffer a supertax at all in regard to that portion of his inoome which 
was inYssted in oompanies f 

Sir William Currie seconded the motion, which was carried. 

Industrial Statistios. 

There was an interesting discussion' on the resolution of Mr. Orantham, 
urging that the preparation of industrial statistics providing a continuous 
record of the economic condition of the working classes should be under 
taken by the Central Government and not by provincial Oovernmenta 

Mr. Grantham stated that the resolution had probably greater interest 
to the Bombay Chamber than to other Chambers, for not o^y had they an 
active labour office, but labour had reached a more advanc^ sta^ than 
in other provinces and they had, in consequence, more than their share of 
labour troubles. As a result the Bombay Government had threatened them 
for the past three years with a Statistics Bill entailing the compidBory 
oolleotton of industrial statistios. What they had to determine was the real 
purpose that lay behind the collection of industrial statistics and statistios 
lowing clearly the manner and means by which their chief industriee were 
run. Industries which to a great extent competed with similar industries 
in other countries should be of prime interest to those who were responsible 
for shaping the tariffs and industrial policy of the country. He was, there* 
fore, of opinion tiiat legislation dealing with their ooUeotion should be a 
matter for the Central Government, or else they would be robbed of much 
of their economic value. 

Sir E N. Mitra regretted that the mover had dragged out the question 
of Id^slation in industrial statistios. The points, in his opinion, to be eon* 
sidered were, whether they oonsidored it necessary that legislation should 
be undeitaken for collecting statistics. If their point was to take exception 
to certain actions whieh had been taken in the past on the sulgeet by a 
provine^ Government he stated that that matter had already been eettled 
by repraeentatives of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce when that measure 
oMno up before the Legislative CouncO of that provincial Government 

The leeolution was opposed by Mr. C. E Wood of the Madras Chamber. 

Mr. E H. Taylor, of the Upper India Chamber moved an amendment 
that the following words be added : without committing oursdives to the 
opinion that the unlimited collection of statistioe is desirable or necessary, 
lids Aswmiation is of opinion, etc. 

The amendment was carried. 

Water Hyacinth Pest. 

Mr. Clerk, of the Bengal Chamber, moved : “That this issceisfioo 
uries on Ae Government Ae n e c es sity for legislation eoioieing the destnir 
tion of Ac weed Imown as the water hyaeintik'* 
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Ha laid it waa a aarkma peat ud had baoome a diatiiiet aaaDaoa ta 
agrieoltnre and eoBiBaiw in Bengal in the neiidihoiiriDg proTmoaa and in 
Kaniognid* Chainber had pnrkmalj bronght the matter to the notiea 
of the Gorenunent hot apparmdilf nothing ^ been done. It waa lor 
GoTemment eaqpeita to decide the form of the legialation negaaaary. 

Meaars. A. B. Lriahman, of Chittagoog» and C. & Woo^ of lladiaa» 
anpportad the motion. 

Sir Hugh Stephenaon» on behalf of the Bengal GoTemmenti aaid there 
waa a grow^ feeling in Bengal with regard to the water hyacinth peat 
The Irrigation Department waa ezperimeutiDg a method of eradicaliDg the 
evil weed. 

The motion waa carried. 

Stamp Doty on Loana. 

Mr. K £. Eddiaf of the Bengal Chamber, moTod : ** That in the opinion 
of the Aaaoaiation onderwriting chargea each aa atamp dnty and other 
espenaea inddeotal to the re-iaane of a loan raiaed for caiM work by a 
locid aulliority* anoh aa a port tmat, are originally chargeable to oapital.” 

Sir Chautlea Innea aaid that the GoTemment of India would pay attentioD 
to the Tiewa of the Aaaociated Chamber on the anlpeot. 

The motion wia oaniedL 

Competition with Japan. 

Mr. V- A. Grantham of Bombay, moved : The Aaaociation recom* 
mend to the Government of India that the Convention with Japan of the 
0th March, 1900, be terminated aa toon aa poaaible/’ 

He aaid he did not diaguiae tbe fact that the carrying into eflect of the 
reaolntion would open the road to a tariff war w^ a foreign country, and 
ha did not pretend to know whether India waa ready or fit for a tariff war. 
Japaneae competitfamt aa far aa Bombay waa concerned, meant competition 
In the yam and pieoe*gooda trade. But it did neceaaarily amao damping. 
By damping he meant celling gooda in a foreign country below the coat of 
piodnctioa. He waa nob able to aqr whether the Japaneae bad laaorted 
to dnmpmg or not, bnt he knew that they were competing wtth them very 
aeriouibr in the pieergooda and yam trade in India both in ragard to the 
looal induafay and l ia iwaahm e gooda, Ja p a n eae gooda being cold at ao Aaap a 
rate that they warn eanaing the hit milla to work at a loaa to eider to 
retain their bnatoeaa and were making aariona inroada into the Laoendiife 
trade. U ihat eempelflion eonttooed, the ezpanrion ol the local todtatiy 
woaU ba atopped ewtog to the onfafr cemp^tion. The local cull pin* 
duilion had to be aoU at below coot price, and no toduatiy could atond up 
agiM that todafiiBoly. The ody way to deal with the eariemal eempetr 
tion wae thrangltoi^tarfte^ttal brought them agatoattibe convention 
made with Japoa 

Mr,aMWood,oiMadiaa,oppoaadthe mottoo. 

Mr. C. B. OhMtaro, iof Bengal, coggeatad that the beat way of brtoging 
preoame on Japan would he lor Indto to get into toooh wtt other natiana 
who had oign^ the Oonye nt l o n, toetaad of woridng alone, and to take 
o onaat tod aetton. If tha leaohtion waa earriad 9S par cent of the ea^ort 
teade with Japamof Bangib andBBmrwonldhetodangir. He mooed the 
mobbmwhhhwwile^ 
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VimhitiDni wm mraad rtoaamdBiif idopIkMi of o oonTontioiial 
nli of oanbonge lor the parpoee of eoaperiop eMii^ ood lupee teodera 
end eoBoe^g the former at leDiag file lor Xilegidpbie tieoefer ; uigiiig 
the O B l eiiii eii of exemptiaB from hmomerte to workfog portnen ; Hm^og 
the emoont to Bi» S»060 per month ; end ebo anggeeting go adeQoete pro* 
▼iiion'ol fanda lor the Meteevologioel DeportaBent. 


2ND DAY-- 1 5TN DBCBMBBR 1925. 

Early ADDoaoeemeiila urged. 

The ooDfereuee of the Aaaoeiated Chembera of Commerce concluded 
ita aeaaioD od the I6th December. 

Mr. V. A. Grantbem. on behalf of the Bombay Chamber, moved a 
reaolotioo reqneatiog the Government of India to announce their purchaaea 
of aterl^g for remittance to England immediately after each purchaaei 
ioatead of at the end of each month, aa waa done at preaent He aaid that 
hia Chamber did not regard with any favour the ayatem under which the 
Government now purchaa^ aterling. They much preferred the purchaaea 
to be by puUio tender, and they had aubmitted evidence to that effect to 
the Royal Commiaaion on Indian Currency. It appeared to them that when 
the Government were buying remitlaneea in large quaatitiea it waa very 
difficult for traders in banka to form any idea aa to the trend of the exchange 
market, or indeed, how to operate at all when they badta wait till the end 
of a month to know exactly. 

Sk Charlea Innea aaid that the Finance Member preferred to continue 
the preaeot arrangement. The queation bad been referrdd to the Currency 
Commiaaioo. 

Mr. C. £. Wood (Madras Chamber), opposing the resolution said that 
the hands of the Government should not be tied. 

Mr. Grantham proposed the following amendment to the resolution : — 
If the Government are unable to accept this suggestion this Association will 
welcome a weekly announcement 

The amended motion was carried. 

Development of Agriculture. 

The Chamber next adopted a resolution moved by Mr. Grantham, recog* 
ninog that the prosperity of trade and industry in India depended to an over* 
whelming degree upon the purchasing power of the people, and that such 
purehaaiiig power could not be increased materially except by the develop-r 
nant of agricultural productivity in India, and welcoming the decision of the 
Government of India to co-ordinate the activities of agricultural develop* 
ment in the various provinces. 

Mr. Grantham said that the prosperity of India could not be increased 
except by the development of agrieultoral productivity. Was 
it not, he asked equally true that unless the purchasing power of the people 
of was substantially increased modeni methods of manufacture in this 
country with or witho^ the artificial stimnlns toriffs, would rapidly reach 
their fimit of expansion f He advoeated the spread of agricultural knowledge 
amoagat the educated clasaes, and believed that the Agrieultoral DepartmeoU 
wanted flie backing of the L s gM atn r a. 
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The Chamber reeommended that no further faeBitiea aboeld be giren 
to mnnieipalitiea and in perticolar to theae mnnieipelitiea oonnected with 
porta throngh which e oonrideraMe through trade paaaea to lerj non-refan^ 
able termiiMd taiea. 

Mri Grantham aaid that taxation of that type was wrong in prineiple 
and that all terminal taxea ahonkl be abolished and other taxes sobstitoted. 

Sir Charles Innea aald that the question was one of great importaMO 
and touched the fiscal pdiey of the Goremment of India. The matter 
was referred to the Taxation Committee^ but that Committee’s report, had 
not yet been published. The opinion of the Associated Chambers would 
be of great assistance to the GoYemment. 

Bills in Foreign Currency. 

The last resolution adopted by the Associated Chambers urged the 
Government of India to undertake legislation without further delay to 
provide that in the abeence of any express stipulation to the contraryi all 
bills drawn in foreign currencies be payable at the rate of exchange ruling 
on the date of actual parent. 

Mr. Grantham said the whole question was whether the rate of ex- 
change for bills drawn in foreign currencies should be calculated as at the 
date of payment or the date of maturity. A Bombay High Court judgment 
mled that it should be the date of maturity* and it was to rectify a want 
of equity and the restriction of credit involved in that judgment that they 
suggested legislation on the lines of that obtaining in Hong Kong. 

Sir Charles Innea explained that their legal advisers had told them 
that the difficulty could Ite overcome without legislation. It was found that 
all Chambers hod not unanimously accepted the suggestion and that certain 
liulian Chambers had opposed it. He asked the Associated Chsm^rs to 
ftddress the Government on the sulnoct* putting forth their views in the 
matter. 

The conference then terminated. 
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To 

Tho All-Iodk Coninit Conmittoet 

Sir, 

Wo, Um mombofi of Um Amm Opion Enqniiy Ccmmiittaoi boring been 
oppoittted bf the Aiitm ProTindol CongrM Conmittoe in ito sitting of tbo 
SOtb Jnno, to inquire into tbe opium bebit, " wbiob bas ceased misery, 
unbeppinesB, pbysieel s^ morel dagrsdetioD,** among tbe Assamese people 
in general, beg to submit tbe foUowiug Report . — 

In consideriog tbe matters referred to us» we bare tbrongbout borne 
in mind tbe terms oi relerenee wbiob kid stress on tbe " mise^, unbappi- 
nem, physical and moral degr^adon,’* wbiob tbe opium babit bas caused 
amongst tbe Amernttir people in general, and also on tbe laot that tbe 
Ooremment policy regarding this problem is disapproved of by all sebook 
of politkal tbougbt in Assam. 

We assembled at Jorbat on tbe 27tb June* 19S4, and addressed our- 
selves, in Uie first instance, to tbe task of revising and finally approving tbe 
terms of tbe provisional questionnaire, which bad been drawn up by tbe 
Smetaiy of tbe Gommittee to ascertain the trend of representative non- 
official opinion on tbe lubieot comprised within our terms of referenoe. 
The distribution was undertaken on our behalf by the Assam Provincial 
Oaagrass Comsuttaa, and it was also published widdy in tbe press. We 
examined in all fififi witnessess in publie and 20 submitted their written 
statements, making 94fi witnessess in all who gave evidence. 

Tbe. Committea started its itinerary on tbe fith July, 1924, and tbe 
dktanaa covered by it approximated to 1250 miles. Pressure of time and 
bnsfaass, and eonai^ratioo of economy led us to decide not to vkit Gokgbat, 
Mangaldoi, Bmrpeta, Goalpaia and Dbubri. We oonduded our itinerary on 
the 29tb September, 1924. 

In this ei^urry our difficulties have been mai^. Espeoially 

during tbe rainy season in Assam, we bad to travel in tbe interior under 
the moot trying eircumotances, taking the help of all possiUe forms of 
conveymioa^ from a buffalo-cart to a small dug-out Sometimes we found 
oursalvai in small country boats, on a vast sheet of water, and sometimes 
in tlm midtt of big jungles. Owing to these difficulties, on some occasions, 
we faded to reach our damnation, in accordance with our publiabed pro- 
gramme, becMiae tbe boatmen lost their way in the fiooded jungles. For 
Ibisa i^itcomings, we owe an apology, especially to the peopk of 
Rbakuakbana and North Lskbimpur. 

Out of the witnesses examined, and those who have submitted written 
stutsmanta, there were as many as 26 Government pensioners, € Bai 
Bahadurs, S BsiBahibs, 1 Khan Sibib, 11 Chairmen of various Municipalities 
and Load Boards of tbe Province, 12 Jail-visitoTs, 16 Medical men, 7 
Kavirdaa (madUeal practitioners practising Apurvedic treatment), 6 Mauiadars 
(Bevanua CbUeelort), 2 Rditoia of newspapers, 64 Opium-eaters, 

18 amwpium-aatars, 6 women (includiog 8 opium-eaters). Over and above 
the owaminatinn of witneases.' we personally bspected vilkges, wbkb were 
typical bam ^ point of view , of ^um eviction. 

Wa taka tbk opportunity of recording our sincere and deep appreciation 
uk the trouble and kbour undertaken by Mr. C. F. Andrews, in coining 
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down on differeiit oooMio&t to Ammu in order to infnte into ne an enment 
and piaetlcal desire for an enqutiy of this oatare, and finally to oonolnde 
tbe enquiry by reyiaing the whole of oor prooeedinga after a long ainy in 
Aaiam. We alao thiok him for hia efforta in obtaining help for ua from 
the members of the AlMndta Cougrew CSommittee. who paaaed an 
important resolution protesting against the opium excise policy of the 
Government of India and supporting an enquiry into the opium habit 
in Assam. Furthermore, we would here express oor special gratitude to 
him lor his very arduous task in thoroughly revising this Report itself and 
writing an introduction to k, which explains tbe nature and importance of 
the sulgeet. Without his expert aid and experience, we should have found 
it very difficult to carry through our work to its conclusion and to present 
concisely the facts which we have obtained. 

We also wish to express our thanks to the witnesses, who so kindly 
appeared before ua and submitted to our examinatioo. The considered and 
exhaustive nature of their statements has been of the greatest possible 
assistance to us in forming our conclusions. We gladly record our obhga* 
tions to the various District CongrMs and other Committees ; to public 
bodies and prominent men for their courtesy in placing office rooms and 
other acoomo^ion at our dis^sal and generally facilitating the examination 
of ous witnesses and helping us in every way for the accomplishment of our 
Enquiry. 

As this tbe first investigation of a non*official character conducted in 
Assam by our body of workers, we would apologise beforehand for its 
deficiencies in many important respects, of which we ourselves are fully 
conmious. We hope, nevertheless, that, in spite of these, it may adequately 
serve the purpose for which it is required, namely, to give full public 
information concerning tbe opium sale, consumption and addiction in Assam. 
It must be remembered that this Enquiry was conducted for the most part 
in the Assamese language. It would have been far easier for us, therefore, 
to reproduce our evidence and our own comments in the vernacular of 
our province. But as we have a large purpose to serve, we have been 
obliged to translate everything into English. While tbe Report gains a 
wider circulation in this manner, we are painfully aware at the same time 
that it loses vigour and freshness. 

We should make clear at once in this preliminary statement, that we 
have attempted throughout to carry through our investigations on non-party 
lines. Our sympathy with the Non-co-operation Movement we frankly acknow- 
ledge. Yet, as our list of witnesses will clearly prove, we have gone far 
beyond tbe bounds of that movement in gathering our information. We 
have found out, beyond any shadow of doubt, that the opium evil in 
A— ig regarded as a natio^ disaster, under tbe shadow of which oor 
whole national life is darkened. We have had no difficulty, therefore, in 
obtaining help in our enquiry from every party in the country. To the best 
of our ability we have endeavoured to keep out of our Report anything 
which would not be agreed to by those who may differ from ns in politics, 
but are one with us in t^ desire to set our country entirely free from the 
opium habit. 

Chapter 11.— Aaeam and its People. 

A— Mm ig situated in the furthest eastern comer of India and is bounded 
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on the north by iho Bhoftoo HEIi And tha HiimIajm, on the aoiifeh hy 
Mnnipnr State and Bengal, on Ho enta bf Bum end on Ae weta 
Bengd. The Ohineae f rMlior ie not te dMant on the eeet nad the Tlbntan 
frontier Mnee near on the noiA. The ophnn foealion aBawlyoiaetathe 
people living in the BrahaMpatn TdRej which form the northm a e Uion 
oftheProT^. ThtevaDpf h alaoeaBedthe Aaeam Vailej. 

The dinneee epeaking people are reeideiito of the aiz ga tcSeto of 
Lahhimpar, Sihaagar, Darnm Nowgong, Kaaunip, and Goalpara. The 
tiny diatriota of Belipam Frontier Traot and Sadiya Frontier Ttiat. wideh 
are really eontinoeliona of Darrang and Lakhlmpor dhtriete, contain a anoJl 
nomber of dapameae people. The old Aaeaneae kingdom oonairted of all 
tbeae diatrieto. The diatrieta of CSaohar and Sylhet, though now politieaBy 
indoded In the piovinee of Aamm, are mainly BengaB-apeaking and are not 
aeriooely affected the opiiim habit. In fact, the dia^ct of Bylhet baa 
one of ^ loweat ratoa of conanmption In India. 

In addition to the Aaaameae apeaking race, the Brahmaputra Valley ia 
aleo inhabited fay (l) Mikica (l,11,6S9) who are mainly reaidenta of the 
Hflia of Now^ng, Kammp and Sifaaagar ; (2) Kacbaria (2,(1S,BS8) who 
inhabit the plaina of Darrang* Kamrnp, Lakhimpar, Goalpara and Sifamar ; 

(3) Oaro (33,586) who occupy the anlrmontonc tracts of the Aaaam Valley ; 

(4) Miria (66,884) who reaide on the hanks of the Brahmaputra and other 
livers of the Aaaam Valley up to Darrang. These tribes speak their own 
tongue at home, but.speak Assamese on all other occasions, and are indoded 
in the Appendix XIII, as indigenous people of Assam. Except those men* 
tioned above, there are other people or tribes such as Khamptie, Singphos, 
Mishmis and Daftlas, who inhabit the bills of Assam and its borders, though 
their nomber is venr small. They are also included in the category of the 
indigenous population in our caloulation. 

The following tables give the population (a) of the province (induding 
Sylhet and Caobar which are Bengali speaking), (b) of the Assam Valley, 
(c) of the indigenous inhabitants of Assam proper. 

(a) Population of the Province. 


?88l 

••• 

... 5, 129, SOI 

1891 

•M 

... 6.4p.880 

1901 

••a 

... 6.186,946 

1911 

••• 

... 7,060,940 

1931 

—• 

... 7.99a846 


This table indudes the population of Manipur State as well. 


(b) Population of the Assam Valley, including Oaro Hills, given 
imlakks. 


1881 


36,33,495 

1891 ' 

••• 

86,87,338 

1901 

••• 

••• 37.43,163 

1911 


••• 32,48,319 

1981 


39,91,688 
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ir) Amtmm$ spei^iig pofialalioii ioohadiiig the biliaguel tribee of 
the Hille end pleine. 

1881 — •- 19,M»7S6 

1881 ... 18»86t548 

1901 17,78,484 

1811 ... 80,28,078 

1981 ••• 81,18,569 

FnNo 1881 to 1901 there wee a eteedj deereeee in the indigenooe 
Aeeemeee epeiddiig popoktioa. 

Thie wee dhiefllT due to the dieeeeee of kela-aiar, obolere, emelhpoz 
and malaiia. Taken ee a whole, eeoording to the oeneue retume of 1891 and 
1901, the iDdigenoni population of the Aeaam Valley, deoreaeed by 5*4 per 
cent, between the yeare 1881 and 1891, and by a further 6*4 per cent* 
beti^ en the yeare 1891 and 1901. Only very idowly ainoe the year 1901 
hae d^re been any reooTery and the natural inoreaee ie etill below the 
Domal growth of popolatioo under areimge oonditione. , 

It ie among the indigenoua Aasameee race that the opium habit ohieOy 
ptOTaile aiid.eapeeially among the HUl tribee ae they oome down and eettle 
in the plainai Thie one feet, that the opium habit ia praotioally eonfined to 
the indigenoiie population, aa a ▼ioioua habit of life, must be oonetantly home 
in mind while leading thie Report. For thie reaaon, the itinerary of the 
preeeot Oommiaeion wae confined to the Dietriota where the Aaaameae popu- 
lation wae moat numeroua, and ail the witneaeea were taken from those 
diatriota We note that the eama praetioe waa followed by the Government 
CoBuniaeion of 1918 of which Mr. A. W. Botham wae the Chairman. The 
aijth DienM of Goalpara, which has a considerable population of Aaaameae, 
waa not indnded by the Botham Gommiaaion in their inveatigationa. beoauaa 
there ia now very little opium taken there, even by the Aeaameee themtjlvee. 

Tba. moat aerioue factor of all, with regard to opium cooeuroption in 
tha Brahmaputra Valley of Assam, ia that the evil hae become moat deeply 
rooted amoog the agricultural village population and the Hill tribes. The 
edooated olaeaea in the towna are praotioally immune. S^t ia remote 
villagee, eueh aa tboea in North Lakhiropur, which are away from the oentrea 
of ^neation in the towns, the opium habit has beoome ingrained nod whole 
vfllafm nie sulfieet to opium addiction. We have viaited such remote 
araaa and bava found that the Oovemment figoree for opium eonsumption 
prpvida a record of the iodoleooe and dafradatioD of the village people. In 
propoitm to the rate of opium oonaumptioo the deterioratioa of the villagM 
ia mamiaari Wa have also feund tl^ the immigrant population in tbeae 
arena, ao kmf aa it does not teke to opium, ramaioa healthier and more 
indnMrinne than tha indigenous population. At the same time, in oartain 
areas where the immigraiita have lived for a bog time in oontaet with 
ghmajd^Ba^ they also have oootraeted the opium habit with tim same 


It ia n e e aeas T y to repeat, by way of apeeial amphaaia, that in all that 
Mbwe in Mda Beport, one anpramely important feature, br tkitialieal 
in^peBaab be never leM sii^ ^ br a momant. era mot iooUmg 





, ib»i ^ diiteigt, of Sirlhot ud CidMr), bat ool, vMb 
▼dWHd mmaadia, hOlii IBtm in tto Bnhw 
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pokn we ere dealing ehieif ^ witih the iodigeooae A«m» popdb- 

tion, end thoee HiU tribee whieh eome *down into tiie tallu ior Hm oph a e 
drug. We ehall diaouee at length the problem of the effeetof opiom eoow m y 
t:on upon the Deighboaring tea-garden laboureira and other immigranli ; for 
it releea great and important iaeoee. But the problem whidt will deamad the 
main part of oar attention will be the redaetion of eoneomplion among the 
agrieultnral Ae mm ee e yillageri and the Hill tribea. The fire diatrieta whieh 
are chiefly affected are ; Kamrnp. Nowgong* Dmang. Sibaeiar and 
Lakhimpor. Of theae fire diatrieta* the arerage recorda* ofor a period of 
fifty yeara* ahow clearly that Kammp ia the leaat hearOy iofaeM; that 
Darrang cornea nmet ; and that Nowgong, Sibaagar and ^Laklto^ are 
the wont. 


Chapter Opiom Gonaumption in hwmmn 

The opinm poppy waa already known to the Greeka in the lliat eentniy 
and then to the Araba and Peraiana. from whom it came to India piobali^ 
during the Moghal period. The royals and the noblea of the eooxi ii Delht 
inddi^ in thia drag, aa it waa commonly belioTed to ritriiae the ayakem. 
The preralenoe of the opium habit in certain parte of the north of Ufa 
ia probaUy due to the apreed of the drug to the common people from tiie 
Moghal court 

Daring the latter part of the Berenteenth Century* when the Modliala 
came into contact with the kinga of Aamm* it ia pomihle that tiiey aome- 
tfmea aent * affmg * (opium) aa a preaent to the Aamm Boyal Cmirt* and 
that from about ^ia time the habit firat came to be known in Aamm. Thia 
theory ia baaed more upon common report than on any autheriCie docum en t* 
becauae in the daily reoorda of the Ahom kinga call^ * butmdia** no one 
baa come aorom anything indicating the prevalence of the opima habit or 
even the receiving of auoh preeenta from the Court at Delhi If the euatom 
had been aa common aa now, or only alighUy lem* there would have certainly 
been aome reference to opium, bmuae theae chroniclea took care to deaeiibe 
the minuteat detaila of the royal functiooa and the eventa of eaeh day. 

Naturally we look alao into the Vaiahnava Hterature of Aaaam* whioh 
ia ao rich in ancient documenta* in order to find any referenee ia them to 
the opium habit among the people. But there* too, we fafl to find any 
reference either to po^y eultivition or to opium addicrioo. 

Though the omiaaion In the chronidm and the Vaiahnava lilaratoie 
cannot ho oonduatve aa to the non-prevalence of the opium haliiA yet it 
indicatea fairly that the coatom* if it exiated at all, waa certainly oenfinad 
to the Royal Cooit and the noblea. That the Royal Court indnlged In it 
at the end of the Eighteenth Century can be gathered conelmively tram the 
Report of Captain Wrflh* in 1793* to Lord ComwalUa. Be deanibea tiie 
king* Oaorinath Singha, aa " a poor dehilftatad man* incapable of twnaaeHug 
buaineaa, alwaya either waahing or praying ; and, whenever aeen, in toaaoeted 
with opium.*’ Again, in Captain Welah a Report we read further* ttat he 
required a’ few b^bada of opium ’for aale*beciMiae it waa uaeful for the 
purebaae of rice* etc.* for the troopa. But theae refereneea do not give 
ua the exact date when opinm waa Intr^oced into Aaaam. It ' nan* h owev e r , 
be aafely inferred from them that the habit waa there before the Britiah 
actm^ oocupied the country, 
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Th* hiMoiy oi tbe popFf eoltivilioii ftlMr Ihk epoAk iMriy 
It k wM tfcA whan Gaarinalh Singha kOad lo nda tha ao no lry pmpaKp» 
^ Monoa and Moamarui, iha two raligioiit aaalit rota in laMIte ; tka 
anall ddafa at BQni and Baluda wantad to aanra cot kingdoiM lor IhiM* 
aalTaa from tha af fata kingdom of Asmni. To affaot Ak» Kikknaoaiigkm 
^ aon of tha mnrderad king of Darrang.-— ona of tha Koeh ehiafa>— hro^h 
aoma (marcenarj aoldiara) maiidy Raipnta* from Koitharn Intfa 

and Bahar* #ho were more or leea addieetad to opium* Thaaa Barkahdaaaa* 
after creating a reign of terror in Kamrnp. remained with tha Kook Unie 
at BelU^ four milea from Gauhati. where they grow the opinm poppy to 
tha firat time in the history of Assam, during LaMmi Singwa reigm ahoot 
the year A. D. 1796. 

In tha petition of Moniram Dawan, on behalf of himaelf and othan. 
incorporated in Mill's Report in tha year 186S, tha foUowing passage k 
worth mentioning 

“ In Lakshmi Singha Rio^’a days, poppy aaads ware ftnt intro* 
duced from Ben^ and fint cultiTatad at Baltollah ; 
but during his time opinm was oaad only by a few 
respectable persons and not by the lower ordera. 

As Moniram Oewan was undoubtedly one of tha outatandii^ igmaa in 
Assam at that epoch and a man of remarkable knowledge and intAigaoca* 
it is not likely that he would haye made this statement without accpinita in* 
formation, which he could easily have gathered from those who knew the facta. 

Gaptdn Butler also supports tha same historical position. In hk booh 
called Travels and Adventures in Assam/* publkhed in 1861 wa ftnd tha 
loUowing leierenoa to opium : — 

** Opium, it is said, was first introduced into Assam in IMi, 
when our troops assisted the BafA against tha Muttocka** 

Tha above passages indicate that the cultivatfoa of tha poppy waa 
practically unknown in Assam before it was introduoad by^ Aa Mput 
troops, who ware brought into Assam either by tha Koch chiefs or lijf •Iha 
BiitiA 

' Evan at that time, tha opium poppy was not so widely coWfatadaa 
in ktar years, as will be obvious from tiha following observations of Mooiium 
Dawan in another petitioo 

** Cultivation of the opium poppy was put down with a Htf 
strong hand by the BorgAains and Buragohaioi of Ito 
Assam Adminktratioo.’* 

Thk Bopprsmion of poppy cultivation at Aa bsgifioing of Iha Nina* 
teeoA Century was effected ohiAy by a piavantiva tax of Rs. II/* par 
pooiA of famd (is.. 3 seres) under poppy eultivalioo. Thk aarouak 
aaeoiding to tha present value of money, wauld ha about sixty to a hondrad 
rupass. Tha axoaadingly high tax prohaUty eneeaadad in haapUM ^bwtf Iha 
aultivstiou to a aomparativaly low level. 

Whaa ffaaQy Aa Britkh aama In 1836. attar tha Treaty of Tandahu* 
AayIninadAair irat attention to At aatAlkhmtiit and aonaolldation of 
Aak po w er . From 1836 to I860, they pnatiaally followed a polkyof 
drift an Aa opinm quaeAm. Their one ama waa to introdoaa Aafr own 
opium to rovamm pnrpoaas ki order to undaraall the indiganoua produat. 
Qovaromaag opium wro aoU at Sa. 6/* par aaar in I818u Tha nek 
Adasinktmtion did nothing to AaakAaqpinm habit or avao Aa anltifaMon 
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«f tibe cpim popvf. K* allowdl tlM terrible eril te epreed eaM»g the 
feeple» irho bed joet eone note their poner efter n eeotoip of feode nod 
intaoeteime. . 

For neorij thirty jeon, this polier of drift eontioaed. The new 
Ckmmmeiit wee ^oite prepered to ohfeein o portioD of its rereone ont of 
tlM rieee of the people eod to leore these eril habits nodistorbed. nis 
ottitnde of iodiffereoee eontumed mitil the pnblioslioD of If n Moist Milk’ 
Report in 1853. Mills* Report on Assam was emphatio in its oondemnation 
of the opinni eriL 

Firooi 1863*1860f Mr. Moist Mitfs Report was disontsed and can- 
raesed* and at last aotion was taken. In I86O1 Opinm was made a Oorem- 
ment monopolj in AssaOi and it became a orimiDal offence to cnltiTate tbe 
opinm poppf in tbe prorines. 

Eren in those remote days. Icdiao leaders of prominence deuonnced tbe 
indifferent attitode of the GoremtoeDt. At the same time they did not 
oonntenaoee the establishment of a Government opinm monopoly. In his 
petition to the OoTsromenti in 1853. Moniram Dewan writes. * Tbe intro- 
dnotion of the Government opinm into the province will have to be put a 
slop to and the people allowed to grow their own dmg. Bnt some method 
on^t to be invented by the Mohamuntree Saheb (t.s.. King s representative) 
lor the eventnal eradication of opinm enltivation by a gradn^ reduction, 
al the rate of one in twenty per annnm.* (MOls* Report,) 

Abont the same time» Anandaram Dhekial Phookan wrote as follows : — 
** An extensive introdnetion of opinm, however, leads ns to oondnde, that 
the meaanre will be productive of other effects than tbe eatirpation of the 
dmg from the country.** (MOls* Report) 

, The introduction of the Government opinm. and the effort to undersell 
the local prodnot did indeed have consequences other than the extirpation 
of the evO. In answer to the alignment lor tbe monopoly. Anan^ram 
Phookan replied, that by abolishing the production of opium in Assam itself, 
and by rsn^ring it dearer, the use might indeed be rendered lem universal. 
Bnt he adds : ** We would beg to submit that the people will never shrink 
from the nse of the drug, as long as they continue to obtain supplies of it, 
gild thsy would seldom consider themselves too poor to purchase it.** 

In spite of these protests the Government monopoly was at last intro- 
dusedt a^ poppy cnltivalion was abolished at the same time, in I860. 
But there was no earnest effort made, as Moniram Dewan had suggested, 
to etadieate the evil within any specified time. How great the evil had 
become can be eas^ gathered from some representative opinions of officials, 
then-in the conntiy. which we quote below 

.Dr* John Bi^, the Civil Surgeon of Goalpara, wrote on the 
fth May, 1853 ^ 

** The odtivamon of poppy along with the Government sale of opinm. 
is an unmitigated evfl, a grievous curse to the people of this 
country. It it appalling to see fathera and children of a single 
fattUy sunk in depravity and callous inaction; but when a 
comnwmity is thus incubu^ a nation, indeed. politicaUy. morally 
and cociaQy beaii^ilcd. we ace bewildered amansd that a 
mBd and enKfhtmd Govormnant. such as oura should .have 
permlitcd sun a ahde of tikings to be created, much 1cm to exist, 
la a^r provinee lor a siniJa day.** 
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Dr. John Madein, Anuteol Sa ig a on of Gonbolif wrifemg on tho 
17tli Magr, 1853» itated diaft the habit of taking oshun was piaiotiaad hf aaon 
woman and obSdran* and in moat inatanoea ta anazo^Toand hdoriona 
dagraa. 

From thaaa atatamanta and olhara* wa aaa iofar that tha avBa aon* 
naetad with opium ware thoroughlj wall knoam in OorammanI eirolfa 
but in daaling with thaaa arila tha Govanniiant wara datarminad not to 
anrrandar ona of tha moat laoratiTa aonreaa of raraniia. Therafora in 
I860» aa wa bara ralatad> tha poppy onhiTation by priTata indl?idoab 
In wta anppraaaad, “aa azparianoa haa ahown that to allow araiy 

man to grow hia plant and mannfaotura tha dmg unraatriatadly ia injnriona 
to tha morals of tha paopla. Oinnm thay ahonld hara ; bat to gat it thay 
ahonld ba mada to work for it” (Mills* Bapoit). TfaJs maans. in plain 
words, that tha Govarpmant of Assam was datarminad to oontbua its 
ophim ratanna. 

Tha jaar 1880 ia an important ona; for in that yaar tha raatrietion 
took tha shape of prohibition of private anltivation and manufaetnra. Bot 
tha lioanaa lor tha retail vend of Oovarnmant monopoly opinm wara gnmtad, 
Aaa rf ckargit to ail-raspaotaUa parsons api^ying for tiiam, thns maUng tha 
Govammant opinm as easily availabla as poaaibla. In faet, wa find, 
in 1878-74^ thm wara aa many aa 5»187 ophun shopa in Aaaam» Tha 
nombar of villagaa in Assam Valley, aaoovding to the aanans of 1881 was 
6776t and though tha aanans ftgnra of vflhigaa for 1879 ia not foithaonring, 
wa aao taka it for granted that tha number of riHagaa did not differ to* any 
grant aatant from that of 1881. Thna tbara ware nearly tha same number 
of shops as there wara villagaa. Sothadmgwaa mada aa aaaa i bla in alnmat 
ovary villaga. Nearly ona parson In ovary viDaga bald a Cfovammant 
lioanaa. Wa most ramambar also that thaaa opium ah^ lieansad by Govern* 
mant ware often nodihig lam than opinm dans, baaansa smoking was allowad 
to go on in them abopa till March, 1899. 

Tha Govamaaani, in 1874, int rodn aa d tha sy ste m of fmi Wssasa /at. 
Under this syatam any parson aonld open any nombar of shops ha HM, 
whan 000a ha had paid tha fee. 

Tha Mahal system was introdnaad in 1877. Under this syatam the 
right to sail opinm in a paitiealar Mabah (or ravaona divfafon) in Aamm 
proper, was given to tha pnrohaaar of the Beanaa. Ha was allowad aiolo- 
aiv^ to aall opium at a dafidta number of p l aaaa wtf hfo Its Jfahafc The 
piaaaa of sale wara arovabla wltbin tha area pnTOhaaad>nndar tha lioanaa. 

This Mahal syatam, however, dhl not work aatfslMtorily, aa tha 
anthariliaa aonld not azaraiaa snftafontaoalrulon tha mahaldaii for faaaona 
inhaient in tha syatam. Sotha Gfova mm a nt ravaatad to Iho old syatam of 
Haanaing fodividoal shopa in 1884. MaanwhilA tha nnmhar of shops hoUi^ 
n liesnaa had bean vary aMdarabiy radnoad. The G o vamma n t aoU 
l iaanam to tha hi^iaat biddar, at a pnbBe anatiem and thna hrouglit 
in each yaar mora and mom ravaona to the aoffaia of tim flhMa. 

Tha mlaing of ptioa of opinm wan anothar aansa of thniiaaof 
f avsnna yaar afloryaar. The an ^orit ia a aonKnnad to jnaraaaa tha prise 
of opinm tOl SlatMardi, 1711 whsn Ihnwigh form of rlrnnmafoncna irhlnh 
waia hna^ about by the wmrknm of Mm Mon an opamlfon Mnvamant 
(no win ba datailad in anothar ahnptarX tha Govammant nt hat laaortad to 
tha latioiifog of shopa and the v an d - f aar paroaarsyMam, by whiah the shopa 
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limmi wt)r» tOowad ^ to mQ a eoitidii fixed qiiaulitgr per wdobA and 
at a eertaio fixed piioe per eeer. 

Id addition to the metiiod of bi^ lieenie and high priee lor opium 
eokb tbe geneiai po^i from 1873 oowaiA wee to rednee tbe famlitiee lor 
(oMaininf tbe drag hj deereasiug tbe number of ebopo where opiuiu eooU 
betddained. Buttbou^tbe ebope were redueed from 5,131 in 1873-74 
to 3i)6 in l$lP-20» tio ooneumption wae verj nearly the Mine after a Upee 
^ 45'yeaii» namely* 1856 mannda for 1C73-74 and 1748 mannda for 1918-20> 

aa the following taUe will abow 

Y«ur. ConcBmptioii 

. in nuiandt* 


lere-re 

1336-86 

1333-36 

196t^ 

1316-16 

1313-80 


1371 

1446 

1877 

1416 

1660 

1748 


The deoreaae in ooneumptloD after 1920 will come before us in a later 
obapter. 

*We learn from tbe Exoiae Beporta that from 1861 to 1901 the alight 
variable deoreaae in oonaumption waa due to the many diaaatera, by diaeaae, 
famine and earthquake, which oauaed tbe decline in tbe indigenoua popula- 
tion already notioed. Aa aoon aa prosperity returned, tbe oonaumption 
immediately began to rise. This faot ia noticed in many of tbe Excise 
Bepoite from 1900 to 1921. When the year 1919-1920 bad been reached, 
the oonaumption of opium waa 17 per cent in excess of the oonaumption for 
1885-86, ahhough. the indigenous population had increased by only 10 
per eent It wae alter 1920, when puWo interest waa roused by the Non- 
ooroperatfon Morement, that oonaumption rapidly deolined. The history of 
lUa later period from 1920-1925 will be consider^ separately in the next 


The following table girea the prioe of opium per seer in different 
periods from 1835 to 1924 

•^ 1366 lU. 6 per aeer. 

1360 „ 14 

1374 M » n 

1384 ., 88 

I3M „ 87 „ 

1304 „ 87 „ 

1314 „ 46 . 

1384 » 66 » 


In spite of this steady rise in the prioe of opium, we haye already seen 
tlial from 1881 to 1921 the consumption merely warered, now going up and 
now going down aoaording to tbe proaperity or adyeraity of tbe season. So 
* naifter the dceregae in tbe number ^ shops, nor tbe raising of the prioe of 
opium, nor tbe change in tbe method of licensing, had any appreciable elleot 
on tte eonenmption of opium in tbe Amam yillagea and among tbe Hill tribae. 

Dnifag tbe whole of tbe period, from 1881 to 1921, tbe Assam Goyern- 
meot appears definitely to baye accepted the official formula of the.Goyern- 
amnl d'lndia, repeated in Gtoyernment documents, that the aim ia yiew 
must ahraye 1^ * Maximum of reyenoe* with minimum of consnmplion.’ 
But fte figureii of reyenne and eonanmptioD when put aide Iqr aide will leaye 
UD mm lor doubbttat though tte rcyenue wae always* ria^ tbe eonsompr 
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Ski Mlowiof MUo of Sguoi will Aow Ho ttfoiwii and loniiiyMoii 


Tsar. 

ure-re 


Optasi Bevsnea 
... Bs. 11,9I,14I 



19^7^998 

lees-ee 

•mm 


leoa-oe 

••• 

... - 1,^70, 

leia-ie 




1019410 

... 

... „ ujn,m 

198041 

... 

.. , 44.IM0e 



It will be MOD it e gleuoe from thii iBimiinetiiig Ubie that nothing 
interfofid with the iteedy rite of revenue from 1876 to 1680. The 
riee wee quite ooneietent end the 18 lakhs of 1870 beoame 44 lakha 
in 1980. Theee atatietics lonn a remarkable vindieatioo of Anandaram 
Dhekial Phookaoa atatement in 1803i that “the people will never ahrink 
from tile uae of the drug ao long as they continue to obtain auppliea of it» 
and they would aeldom consider themselves too poor to purehaae it 

When we turn to the other aide of the atatiatioa and consider what 
efforts were made to ensure the minimum of consumption, we are met 
with a totally different state of things. Here only half-hearted efforts were 
mide with insignificant results. Though Moniram Dewan in 1858 had 
pointed the way to rationing, and even proposed a diminution by one- 
twentieth per annum, his suggestion was never adopted. Evan after April, 
1981, when rationing at last began, it was only of shops and not of individuals. 
The Assamese people and the Hill tribes were able to get as muoh opium 
as they liked, so long as the shop ration remained unexhausted. |lven the 
registration of opium addicts, which had been .fairly successful among the 
neighbouring Burmese race, was strongly resisted by the Gk>vernment of 
Aamm. It is difficult to believe that revenue considerations had nothing 
to do with the refusal of the Administration for so long either to ration 
or to register. Both expedients had been tried in other countries and there 
was abundant evidence to show that they were likely to be suocesssful in 
Assam Yet as late as April, 1921, after the popular movement had been 
launehed and the Reform Councils had been formed, we find the Assam 
Oovernment refusing to accept the complete rationing and registration reso- 
lution of the Rev. J. Nicholas Roy which would have brought the Qovem- 
ment opium monopoly in Assam to an end in ten years by reductions at the 
rate of ten per cent, per annum. 

It is true that since that refusal of April, 1981,'tiie Government has 
Haelf taken the initiative and begun at last to ration and to regfater. But 
how dilatory and half-hearted it still is, acd how bent upon mazimom 
revenue, may be seen from the revenue figure of 1988*84 which is over 
86 lakhs of rupees, or 800 per cent higher than the revenue of 1875*76. 
A slight indication may also be given bf the statement of one of our village 
w itn esses on May 6th, 1925, in a village near Tinsukia. He bad not yet 
been either reg^red or rationed, and he had been able to purehaae during 
the month of April that year 88 rupees worth of opium for himself and 
for his wile. The maximum of Government revenue was exacted in the 
ewe of eiieha asiserable villager; but where was any attempt to reduee- 
eonenmplionf 

It has beoome evident to us in the course of our enquiry that .while 
the * maximum of revenue* has always loomed large in the ayes of 
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OormiMiife oBooifi the mioinam of ooowmptbn * hM boon daoll with 
onlf UMnaitsdly. Tho MthoritiM Iioto ooofroSiiloted thmiitelTM wboD 
tiisro WM an lamtm in the o^am roTomie attribatiiii it to the 
of tiio PMl^ The weight of reveirae oomideTatioiis hM oontboanj OTmr 
helmoed moiel eod henenitemn oonildenitiont. 

Ttt. while glhting thiu doerly our dedaotioD from the eridenoe of tlie 
past, we would gledlj reeogoise that the inoreaeiiig weight and preeeare of 
ptthlle opiofoa hM heen hariag its wholutome effeet upon GfoTemment itaelf 
io'the yeaiB that have eoeeeed^ the Noo-oo-operatioo Movement. The ot* 
teranoee of reaponrihle Ooveroment offioiale in the Legislative Cooneil to^ay 
diibr very mneh indeed from those that were ma^o only a few years ago. 
The feeUe attempt at rationing and registration which began in Aprit« 1921» 
has hMo ealnaded.aBd Increased. Yet even in recent years the ration lor 
ali' Rie lloenasd ehopei oflersd by the Government of Assam to the opinm 
saleaBen* Iws always proved at the end of the year to he mndt in ezoeaa 
of the actual amonnt consumed, thus showing that tiie Government autho* 
rities are still lagging behind puhllc opinion in this matter. What is therefore 
needed at the pr e s e n t, time, is not so much the recognition of the principle 
of ratiooing and registration, but rather an immediate quickenii^ of ^e 
pace and a definite time limit for the introduction of complete prohibition. 


Chapter lV.--The Non-Co-Operation Movement. 

It WM In the year 1920 that India saw the great movement of non- 
violent No n -co e peretion under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. 

Sit N. C. Bordbloi, who had gone at an earlier date to England in 
Older to plead ior the grant of Reforms to Assam, attended the special 
sMBg of the Indian National Congress in September, 1920, under the 
presMenqr nf leJa Laipat Rai, with a band of young men from Assam and 
there oppoadl the Non-cooperation Resolution m put forth Jby Mahatma 
Gan&i. Bowever, on their retum, a special sitting of the Assam Assoemtion, 
which WM then the only effective poUtioal organisation in the province, 
WM held, and the Non-Go-operation programme wm fully adopM with 
the lessrvatioB that schools and eoBeges in Assam should not he boycotted. 
After thM^ G|K> N. C. Bordolei and others began to work at Gai^ati in 
riiAt earneMv end gradually Coagrass Committees were formed through- 
out the piwviiise. 

In JmMb 1921, pto m i n eBt leaders of Assam went to attend the Bombay 
SMsieu of An-India CongrsM Committee and requested Mahatma Gan^ 
to visit imam and sm thiogs w!tii hw own eyes. In oompliaoce with this 
requsMi Mahalm#nendhf visited Assam eai^ in Angost, 1921, nd deK- 
veied hli message. It wm a m sas a ge of hope and love,— hope lor theee 
who had been alavM to the drug habit, and love for Ae depreasad and 
down-teoddem Rrsd wHh enthusiaam, hundreds of young men took up 
the temporaaoe work and preaehod againat opium, gaifia, and other drug 
hafaitaw 

TSD Novomher, 1921, thqy oartied on their work of taasperanoe rsiorm 
without any great hindianee from tike Govemasent except ^at they wore 
watched by the poHee wherever they went, and the olBoiala did thmr heat 
to oounleraot their efforts by organising antt-non-wropeiation hagnea, like 
the Aman Sahhu elsewhere. Some Government supporteis txM to hr 
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Utde MaintoitB hiatdf. Ball in ipils of Umm hindnuioai» the work of 
tmpergnee wae euried on i ft e dily , peootliAy, end with great enterpriie 

Brerj SohrdiTitioo had He Dialriet Coognm Coaiimttee. Under thia 
Conmittee there were different Local Congreaa Committeae. The workera 
of thaae Commitleea bore the brunt of the etrugilJe and auffered moat 
doriof the latter port of the year ISSL when the peraeontion began. 

Thaae wof^kere praaohed temperanoe in the villageai held meetinga all 
orer the pronnM and took odvantai^ the aoeial and n^igiona gatheiinga 
where they carried tite meaaage of prohibition whidi Mabi^naii had 
preached during hia Tiait. Adhering atrictly to the principle of non-riolenoet 
^cy atood outride the ezmae opinm ahopa and implor^ the Tillage people 
not to boy the drug. 

After the Tiait Mahatmiui to Aaaam in the month of Augnat. 198li 
the temperanoe workera. aa we hoTe related. reoeiTed an additional impetu. 
They worked heart and aoul. in apite of the repreative acta of the police 
and othere in aome plaoca. The maaaee of people in the Tillagea heard 
with gladncaa Mid deTOtion the worda of Mahatmaii» and khaddar-clad 
peraona became known aa * Oandhi-men.’ Tbrougbout the length and 
breadth of the country the workera were reoeiTed on thia account with deep 
rcapccti 

The reaolt of their atrennona work waathatinl98l-28theoonaump- 
tion of opium dropped from 1614 maiinda to lOlS maunda. a reduction of 
601 maunda within 12 montba. Other intozioanta were rednoed in the 
came proportioo. The GfoTemment became nerToua. leat there might be a 
furtiber fall and a permanent reduction In the ezolae rerenuA 

Gaiqa dropped from 632 maunda 29 aeera in 1920*81 to 462 maunda 
Igaeen in 1921-22. a fall of 180 maunda 11 seen, and in 1929*24 it 
atood at 844 maunda which ia 46*7 per cent, leaa than in 1920*21. 

The conaumptioo of country liquor in 1920*21 waa 304.672 L. P. Oallona 
which fell to 164.849 L. P. Oidlona in 1921-22. or a reduction of 49*9 per 
cent., butftroae to 191.421 L. P. Gallons in 1923-24. The oonaumeri 
of country liquor were mostly tea-garden labourers, who come from outride 
t^ piOTim from other parts of India. There ia a certain amount of 
difiecJty in haring aoceas to the labourers and thia ia ^hly detrimental 
to an temperance work. AU the same, the reduction ahowed a consump- 
tion 87 per 'cent leaa than that of 1920*21. The following table is giren 
lor caqr comparison 


Optaaa 
Ocala ^ 

OeeMiy Uqecr 


191A21 
1.094 Mdk 

••• » 

80IA72 h, P. OallMA 


1923.14 
834 Mda. 

M 

Itl, 4.1 h. P. OallMW. 


Tk. Criafod X«ir Amwrimwit Ad «m io Amid oo Mm 

Sid oi IlMDdbDr, ISSl, vUeb pnotiai^ aade pfakattiag HIdidI. A. Banr 
M 1,100 mttkm oo. of tlw aMBPHWTdp Mdl AMnwd popoktioa wmd 
• km «. diHMW. ptMwM Aaongd thM «m« hwym, ta.* 

llai tw * o m Om l ifc oalhga i lBd>aki and foao. pateiotie ndn from tlw 
•Sliltfc Ih. I■•t ipewHoMd wan tha IhM aofteran in fbaaa Ooftni- 
■aot aalB «f faiwadop Tka n w in a at votkara wat* aknt np in i tka 
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jiatls either for dimmiiiatiiic eeditiooe metlefi or for befog nembefe of 
oolowful Msenbliee. In eiiite of tbfa. entborieea eontioiied mmoog tko 
Ateemeee people end there wee e oontfonono deelioe in the eonemoptbn of 
opium end genje. 

The ergnment of tiie OoTemment wee then* ei h ie oowt that Ae olgeot 
of the Non-oo-Qperetori wee not temperenoe reform, but eimplj the ember 
remment of the OoTemment. The euthoritiee eurmieed thet the etiempt 
wee being mode to deereeee the . rerenue. But the <^eet of the Nonnxr 
operetore wee not aimed at the rerenne directlj ; it wee e moTement of 
genuine temperenoe reform among the people. They ec^ht to purify thoir 
own countrymen from their Tieione drug hebite, eeneoielly opium, from 
which they eew their country eufferiog eo terribly. Thio econ^e thpy 
wanted to get rid of. The reeultent effect of their efforte wee indeed to 
reduce Government revenue end indirectly to emberreee the Government ; 
hut the Government is to blame for entengliiig itself ao much with Sioiee 
Revenue. 

We eeked some of our witnesses concerning this point. They were 
mainly those who disagreed with the politieel views of Non*co:operetors, 
end almost ell of them had good words for the workers of the Non-oo-opere* 
tion Movement in their temperance activities. They declared thet Govern- 
ment itself was seriously in the wrong from relying upon its Excise Revenue. 

We have instances of testimony to the good effects of the temperenoe 
movement such as the following 

When we succeeded in eradicating the evil habit of the opium con- 
eumere, their relatives end parents used to shower blessinga 
on us with all their hearts end even the addicts used to thank 
us for the task we bad undertaken.” 

This testimony to the good intentions and good effects of the non-co- 
operation workers has been general among those whom we have examined. 
In village after village, where the opium consumption has decreased, we 
were told that the reform began owing to the temperance workers in 1981. 
We were ourselves surprised, in the course of our journeys, to find how far 
the popular movement had penetrated into the very depths of the coontr^f. 
In the remotest places, when we asked the people how they had been taught 
to abandop their opium habits, they informed os that llahatea Oaodhi’s men 
had come to tiiem and told them. Practieally the whole of the AssaBsese 
population was reached for the first time by the m e ssa ge that the consnup- 
tioD of opium was an evil which ought to be abandoned. 

The question has often been raised how far the influence of the Nowwo- 
operation Momment has continued. We found no signs of any serious ast- 
bmk to the proiillHtlon campaign in asore recent yean. Bather, we regard 
it as oertain that aamng the educated at least the anth>pium aenlimsQt has 
grown in intensity emd depth since Mahatma Gandhi’s visit Among tiie 
villagers, it is true, the enthusiasm has in a messnre subsided and a further 
effort Is needed to carry through the work that has already bean begun* 
But in making this further effort it is probable that the wnrimra epfll ao 
longer have to meet with the hostility of the Government whioh they fooad 
' wilh courage in 1981. It may even be hoped . that the OovatnaMnt itiall 
at last will re^nise the growing lores of publie opinion and take alspa to 
comply with it 
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Copter V.— T« Gudau and Hill Tribat. 

WaahaU. in this ohnpter. ezsmina first of sll how far the opium habit 
has sprsad amongst the ax-tsa-garden labourers. The tea*garden labourers 
genen^ are a oonserratiTe people who change their habit very slowly, but 
once they do so it is difficult to turn them away from the new habit formed 
and it will be the work of a generation to get rid of such a habit if it onoe 
takes root. 

Some witnesses before us told us that the habit is growing amongst the 
ez*tea*garden and tea'garden labourers, especially in the Sub-divisions of 
Dibmgarh and North Lakhimpur. We ourselves examined some labourers 
of tea-gardens who took opium. In the North Lakhimpur Sub-division about 
SO per cent of the opium oonsumors are said to be tea-garden and 
ex-tea*garden labourers. They form the habit by coming into contact 
with their Assamese neighbours. Our evidence is not sufficient to speak 
positively, but there are signs in certain parts of the Assam Valley 
that the habit is actually growing among them. We are further confirmed 
by the Excise Reports of the Province, some extracts from which we 
quote below 

** For several years past opium shops have been situated on some of 
the tea-gardens in the Aamm Valley Districta As there was reason to 
believe that the imported coolies of one or two gardens were acquiring the 
opium habit, special enquiries were instituted in the districts of Lakhimpur, 
^bsagar and Nowgong as being those most affected.**^ 

We find in the Excise Report for 1912-13, page 6 that 'In this district 
(Lakhimpur) and more especially in the North Lakhimpur Sub-division, it 
Is report^ that coolies in some gardens are unfortunately taking to opium, t 
Again we read " The increase n Kamrup is attributed partly to the 
spread of the habit among the ex-garden coolies aod partly to other causes 
In 1920-21 we find the l^b-di visional Officer of North Lakhimpur 
writing that the garden coolies were becoming addicted to it and managers of 
tea-gaideDs were taking vigorous utepa to cheek the opium habit t 

These extracts which might be multiplied clearly show that these most 
conservative people tend to break their old habits and take to a new vice 
which they find common among the Assamese in the midst of whom they 
live. It becomes a serious question, therefore, how far the Government of 
Assam is justified in enoouraging the recruiting of fresh immigrants on the 
one hand and allowing them to become infected with the opium poison 
on the other. 

The following quotations from die Botham Committee Report throw 
some light on the consumption of opium by the tea-garden labourers, though 
thqy depict only a side-view of the situation : — 

" Two hundred and one managers were good enough to send replies 
to the series of questions which the Committee circulated. Eighty-three of 
them report that consumption is on the increase in the case of gapja and 
fiS in the case of opiom. 

" The number of managers who report that 5 per osnt. or more of 
their labour force are opium consumers Is only 24. and half of these consid er 
* Inin Rapott, p... IS, I1MIS.07. 

t Amm Inin Rrport (n I.IS-IT, p.,* 7, tUt Appeodis XVIII. 

** Amb Inin Beport tot I.IT-IS, pan .> itfr Appendis XVIII. 
t do. UIMO, do. d., XVIII. 
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'tiist I 10 D 6 of IJm ooDtnmers m iiQorioQtly offeotad bj the drqg. Oo moit 
judeni, therefore, the opram question is not n serioos one. but dieie ere n 
lew ootehle eaueptions. The wont Is epperentlj the Ocgoo ferdeo in North 
Lekhunpnr. whm Mr. Stoiy. the maneger. reports that ewiong the eoolies 
who here been more then two or three yean on tiie garden, almt 96 per 
eent. of the adults and a number of the ohildrea take the drug. The 
jprden has in former days been paryeularly snlgeot to dysentery and eholera 
and Mr. Story attributes the large extent of the rloe to opium haring bam 
distrfbnted yean ago as a remedy. It is. bowerer. not uneenuniMi for eertain 
wnhaalthy garden to acquire the <^um habit beoomkig imbued with the 
Assamese beltri in the aeedioinal rirtues of the drug. Another garden in 
whtoh large opiam eonsnmp^on and unhealthinem go hand in haii^ ie the 
N a msang dirisieai of the Jaipur Tea Company. The manager says, The 
gasdeu is on the Government ' hleek*list * for aiekneu and I pot down the 
uMe cause to opinm.** 

Onr Enquiry Committee has considered it neoesmry also to examine aa 
ler as pomibie how far the habit has spread ameng the hardy and virile 
laooe of the iBiile of Aseewi. 

In the distriot of Lakhimpur we find the Abort. Mirit. Mishmis. 
KhamtiSf Siogphot. and Daflae inhabiting the border landa of the frontiere 
of Assam, llie int four tribes live in the Sadiya Frontier Tract and 
tppond them. The index of consumption for the Sediya Frontier Treat is 
as high as 337.099 seen for eeeh 10.000 popnlation whieh ia the highest on 
neordin India. 

** The opinm hebit ia exoeisive among the Turaon end Mfjn Misbmis ; 
and Miria. Khemtie end Singpbos are eaturet^.'’* 

It is mid that the habit is beifig obeoked among the Abon, but wo 
have not euffioieDt avidenee to confirm this. 

The Defile mainly inhabit the borders of the Diatriote of Lakhimpur 
and Darrang aod the opium habit ie prevalent amongst them. 

The Mikirs inhabit tbe Districts of Nowgong. Namrup and Sibsagar. 
and their number is 1.18.629. So far back as 1892. Mr. Drieberg in giving 
evidsDce before the Royal Gommimion said that as many as 80 per cant, 
of these people were addicted to the opium habit.t by which he evidently 
meant 80 per eent. of the adnit population. We examined some Mikirs in 
Nowgong. a^ also some witnesses in Nowgong and Gauhati who have dealings 
with the Mikirs and have them as tenants. Their evideneo only strengthens 
the view we have taken. This view gets oorroboration in the Excise 
Reports of 1907 to 1911 aod 1919-30. Tbe Mikirs are produeen of lao, 
and whenever there is a good trade in this product, the consumption of 
opinm increeses. 

JfifM (in the plains).— The number of Miris in the plaiiis Is 65,389. 
They mainly inhabU the banks of the Brahmaputra and o^r rivers and 
sireaau of tiie Assam Valley np to riie Darrang District Wa have already 
moDtioiiad about their fdlow trihmen in the Hills, b^ those living in the 
plains are much addicted to the habit and tbe evidenoe of Miri witnesses 
goss to show that thqy are wons than their Assamese neighbours. 

JDkiiif.— The number of the Khasi population is 1.24.053. The pros- 
parons condition of the raiyafts is reficcted in the increased reoeipts from 

* AsMB Xseiie Bcpvrt, |m8. 

t Kdt Drisberg'sevidenoe befcie CoouatasioB. page 275. 
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opium njra tbe Eamiae Bapoit of 1907-0A This k Inm wilA 

rofM^ ih min md other sboriginsl tribes of the Nooioiig sod Khtsi 
Hifli nkferietL There Is deer Indioatbn that the tribes in tim Khan HiUs 
aie i^etini the addletion more and more. On a spedal .enqidry betnf mado 
in 191# into the maker bp the Deputy Gomaussioner of the Khaai HiUs»^ 
it was foand that comparing the increased sale witii the more or less 
stationary popnlatm. opium eating and smoking were aerloosly on Mm 
increase amesig the inhabitants of these Hills. The wddence of a prominent 
Khasi geotlwmsa, Ike Bar. J. Nicholas Boy> also points to the same vkw. 

Thk init s a tkm af Ike Khasns into tbe opium habit k of Tseent origin. 
We Tsad the ioilawhig in the report of W. J. Allen, Esq., Ifamber, Isud 
fi Sawume, on dapotatiotw to A. B. Young, Esq., Secretary to the Gowatn- 
ment of Bengali dated Cbempooiuee, tbe 14f^ October, 1858 

** I found that ior the last eight or ten years. It has bean the pradties 
to grant a Ikeose for the rststl vend of opium at thk station eablusivaly ta 
the person who contraeted to so^y the iwtion for the Jaik. The hoease 
■eeme to have been given with the view of indemnifyiQg the Ooatrastoc, hy 
tbe profit of eelling opium, lor any Iqm that hs might sustain in sppiilfii^ 
ths ration. I direct^ the Principal Assktsnt Gommissionsr to dkaaotinna 
this irregular practice, and to grant opium licenses in conformity edih the 
Ommlsr orders of the Board of Bsvenue. 

** No opium k sold at the office of the Principal Assktaat Cnmmimseiimr> 
The liecoscd dealer procures whatever opium he leqaiies from the %ilMt 
GoUeetoiate at the price current in ttmt atotion. There is, in Iscb vagy 
little demand for the drug in thk district. The Gaesysk (Khask) do aot 
use it; the only pnrphasers seem to be the upeoontiy and Aasamaaa 
sepoys of the Bsttsllion. and the servants of the European leaideiitB at the 
station. Only one opium license has been taken out during ths year.”* 
Again, in W. W. Hunter’s Ststktiosl Account of Assam, Vol. 11, pags 848^ 
ws read as follows 

** In 1876-77 there were in all 18 licensee in force — 4 for imported 
spirituous and fermented liquor, 1 each for madak and chaodo, 9 for ganjs 
and 10 for opium. The Khasias and Syntengs are not addicted to the use 
of iotozicating drugs, which use is ooofined to the people from the pkins 
residing in Britkh Territory.*' 

In spite of thk earlier evidenee it now appears certain, as we have 
said, that opium addiction has spread among tbe Khasias with ssrioos resalts. 
In tbe year 1910-11. for instanoe, ths Ezeise Gommissionsr reported an 
inereass In eonsomption of 8l maunds. Another increase of 5 msunds k 
reported in the year 1918-14. In subsequent yqprs, consumption wsvorsd, 
but there wee no decided and definite check until nrionittg wee introdueed 
early in 1981. 

iVopas.— Tbe population of the Nagas is 2,20,619. Tbqy Inhahittho 
Nags Bilk and the borders of the Lakhimpur and Sibsagar Dktriels. Wbfle 
the figursi given by Oovemment about opium sold in the Hags Hills 
are d^msalves eonfikting, one thing beoomes quite eertsin that the eonsump- 
tion has been ioereasing. 

EoeharuL^The Kaehsris mainly inhabit the Dktriets of Goalpsnw 
Ksmmp and Darrang. They nlso live in the Dktriets of Sibasgsr, Mowgoog 
and Li^impur, They are a haidy welMmilt racst but opium k omlsr-' 
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tliair oooittatioii. We reed in the Ezeiee Bepoit oi 1908-09 thet 
the opimn hebit among them preTeik to a regretUble extent 

We iod from the ebore that the opium habit ia epreeding ameogat the 
Bin tribei. The wont eofferen are the Mikini and Skeharia and the tribea 
inhabiting the Sadlya Frontier Traeti. There ia alao a eeriona danger of the 
opinm habit apreadiog among the Khaaia round ShiUong. 

Chapter VL — Opium Smoking. 

Opium ia taken in Aaaam in two forma: (1) that of eating, (8) that 
of amoking. In the Aaaameae language theae are called *hamldioma* and 
' hamipoMowa ’ reapeotlTcly. 

When opium ia eaten in amall pillulea. or made into a decootion by 
mixing it witii water, the prooaaa ia known as ‘ hairikkawa ' or * hmimoUkhawa . 
When it it amoked, after mixing the opium decoction with dried betel- 
leavea, the prooaaa ia known as * kanipunkhowa' The following ia a deacrip- 
tion of the procem by which opium ia prepared for smoking. 

A quantity of opium ia taken according to the requirements of the 
amokera. It ia put on a ladle, or spoon, called a hate, along with some 
water, and then heated for some time, ao that the decoction may be of the 
required conaisteney. The impurities are taken out of decootion by remor- 
ing them with cotton wool. This proceaa requires about twenty to thirty 
minatea. After pouring out the decoction from the * hita * into a small 
pan, it ia cleaned and washed and kept separately. 

Then again the same decootion ia heated for aome SO minutes, until 
it ia conyert^ Into a sticky paste. This is kept carefully aside. 

Some betel leayes are out into fine pieces and dried on broken pieces 
of an iron pan, called ** ktrahi until aU are dried to the required degree. 
This process takes about 10 to 20 minutes. Then the opium decootion and 
the fried betel-lesyea are mixed up together and heated, until the leavea 
show a greenish brown tint, when it is ready. 

Very aasall quantities of this preparation are taken at a time for 
smoking; They are pot on a bamboo pipe called “Hoka** (hookah) which 
ia made up of one wider piece of biunboo and one much narrower piece 
* stack into ^e broader piece in the shape of the letter V with one arm 
prolonged downwards. The narrower piece is much the shorter and into 
this the prepared opium is placed for amoking : the mouth of the smoker 
ia pul to the top of the broader piece. 

As soon as one part oi the mixture is smoked through another is put 
in, and ao tiie process goes in through the night until ^e consumers have 
smoked to the required depth of intoxication. After each poll at the 
' hoka,' sweet things are taken, such aa plantains, sugarcane, or sweet tea, 
possibly to get r|^ of the bitter taste. Some say that it is to get the smoke 
into the stomacli. 

This process of smoking is very alluring to young men, who ask to be 
aUowed to take their polL There was evidenee giyen to us that addiction 
began ia this manner. 

Opium smoking is a common practice in Assam. It can eyen be said 
that BBOst of the new addicts begin ^eir habit by smoking, tbough It is 
not possible to ascertain the exact number. We naturally haye no figures 
to show the proportion of opi\m which is consumed for smoking and for 
eating, becam no record is taken. Tet it might roughly be estimated that 
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the SjMWi for —oldm and <ifciag w nonilly •boul to Iwb^biidi 

r eipaot lv riy. In oon plane we found tbnl the propoitioii raMkeia to 
0Mmrn«r|Mof 8 to SI wlnok would rongUy bear onl the Sgoraa wa 

Tho nnmbar oi ofanm anokofa baa atwaya foraad a oonalderable portion 
of the indiganona Aaaamaaa popalation. The yonnger aodlaon of the oom- 
mnnity gradn^ goto into tbn bab>t of oi»ani. amokingi whiob nltimatolj 
leada to ^dietion. Tho'reaaon wby optom eating ia mom oommoo, at later 
atage» ia probably beoanae the pmparation of opium for amoking takea a 
oonalderable time and therefore opium eating ia more oonvenieot 

Since the writing of thia Report, the Oovemment of Assam, in msponae 
to repeated queatioos in the Assam Legislatim Counoil, has at last allowed 
the Report of the Botham Committee to be made public and a oopy has 
been reoeiTed by the Chairman of our Enquiry Committee. The statements 
contained in this Report with regard to opium smoking in Assam bear 
out the oonelusions idready arrived at by the members of our Com- 
mittee. As the sulnect ia of very gmat importance and misleading 
aooounts wem given by Mr. John Campbell at Geneva it has been eonsidemd 
advisable to re-print in the body of our Report some paragraphs from the 
Botham Committee Report itself as follows 

Amongst those who take opium for pleasure only, and not as a remedy 
for oertain specific diseases, consumption in the form of smoking is almost 
universal to thia extent; that almost all smoke in the first instance and 
only take to other forms of consumption after they become confirmed opium- 
takers and find that they cannot afford the time or the money requir^ for 
smoking. On this point the evidence is unanimous and conclusive. It is 
more difficult to get an accurate estimate of the relative proportions at any 
one time of those who smoke and those who consume in other ways. This 
depends largely on the general prosperity of the consuming classes. When 
times are good and money easy to obtain, smokers do not feel the pinch 
so soon as when times are bad, and the stage at which smoking has to be 
given up and the less expensive form of consuming the drug substituted is 
postponed. SimUarly, the poorer classes have to give up smoking sooner 
than those who are fairly well'to do. Probably over the five districts one 
half would be a moderate estimate of the proportion of those now smoking 
to the total number of consumers. Many witnesses place the proportion 
of amoking as much larger, but it is likely that their estimate is exaggerated 
partly bcMUse the evils of smoking bulk large in their view, and partly 
beoause thqy are apt to confuse the number of those who have been smokers 
with the number of those who are at the present time smokers. From 
the report of managers it appears that the proportion of smokers to opium- 
eaters ia muoh the same on tea gardens as amongst the indigenous population. 

"It is to be noted that the form of opium smoking everywhere 
prevalent in Assam is that known in other parts of India as ** madak.^' Thn 
opium is bo^M down with a little water to the eoosisten<or of a paste and 
then mbmd with the ahredded and fried leaves of betel, or less eommonly, 
guava or other plaota. The form known ae " ebandu " does not exist in 
Assam. Opium smoking is generally looked upon with more disapproval 
than opium eating, partly because it is considered to be more iidurious, and 
partly because it ie far more expensive both in time and money. The 
p r ooem of prepaiatfon is a long one, ana the actual smoking naturally takes 
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loognr ijtaia twittowwi m ttiitaTO oi opiom and water, and tea oonainttanoa 
I teteattea wovUnfdivof tea optem-aaterkwaijooiiteiatod. Tha dtffaraooa 
in azpaota bateraan tea two ham of aoawmp^D iaahown in tea atetemaiit 
of witDiia inimbar 197 (no dooU an aifeiama oaae), who laqnirad tliiaa* 
fonrte of a tela dailj aa a amokart and ia now content wdk eating ona 
terteante of a tola dailf • 

“Opiiini apioking haa qndonbtcdlj inereaaad Tcry laigalj in Aaaun 
ainoa tea inoiiiWtioo oi poppgr caltiratioo in 1860. ^tnaaa No. 881 -hi 
** Dawan *’ of tea Aanm Gompanj whoaa memory goaa back to that tena 
and who ia' a reliable witncia,~aaya that only about fiya par cant, of tea 
consamaii at that tima were amokaia. Probably tba form in which apinm 
waa than commonly manufacturad waa not convenient for thia loim of 
eonaumption. Tba habit ia not ineraaaing— aa comparai with opium 
eating— now, bacauaa it haa already raatecd the maximum and pracIMIy 
every oonaumar amokaa if ha can afford to do ao. 

** The habit ia vary commonly piactiaad in company. Thera la nothing 
of tea nature of regular Opium dana**, but amokara frequently meat in 
tba houaa of ona or other of their nuntear, and amoka together. Thera 
ia a good deal of avidaiioa that theoa amoking paitiea are looked on with 
dbfavour. One raaaon ia that at auoh maatinga young men commonly acquire 
the opium habit ; and another ia that thaaa partiea of amokara are not 
infrequently auapaotad of being rcaponaiblc for organiaing patty thafta ia 
the village in order to get the maana of indulging in tea luxury. The habit 
ia increaaingly common at auoh aocial gatberinga aa marriagea and funcrala, 
at which faahion required opium to be diatributad for the uae of opium 
conaomara. Of recant yaara alao a ceremony purporting to be of a 
aami-raligioua nature— the ^Kania Saba*— haa been introduced among 
the more ignorant daaaaa at which opium oonaumcrc are aaaamblcd and 
opium diatributad with the object of averting aickncaa or other impending 
trouble. The diatribution and eonaumption of opium ia alao common at 
*Naingoa* or rdigioua aervicea. Ibe aemi-religioua uaea of the drag 
appear to be purely the invention of intereated opium oonaumera, and 
have no authority in the Saatraa. They are reprobated even whan acquieaoed 
in by tee better claaaaa and they undoubtedly act a bad example to the young 
and tend to apread tea opium habit”. 

The paragrapha vrhieh we have quoted fmm the Botham Committae’a 
Baport appear to ua to agree with the evidenea which we ouradvea have 
gateered. It will be noticed that while we had eatimated the proportion of 
opium amokara to opium eatera in Aaaam aa ona third, tee Bodiam Com- 
mittea ia inoHnad to catenate it at one half. Our evidanoe eorroboratad two 
important pointa in teahr iindinga 

(1) Almoat all u|ium addieta among the village population began 
dbium habite by amoking rather than by eating. 

(3) The raaaon teat the opira amoking habit ia ao often abandoned 
later ia bacauaa of the ineonvenienee of the preparation and 
the difieulty of the amoking paoecaa eompaied with that of 
aatiag. 


Ohapter YIL— The Oovarnmant Gontentem. 

(0 One of tea Gfovanuaaiit eoatentioiia ia teat if radnetion ia carried 
beyoiri^i aaitaio Iteiittea opium a an wimaia will turn from thia drug to gaeja. 
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reoog nii i i tAift from on a priori point of Tieir Niii miglit have boon 
Hbos^ not udikolp to oeear» a^ tiiara am indimtioiia of oiioli a dangari in 
paiti in tha Kammp diotriet Bat whan wa eoma to azamtna tha mora 
reoant fignrai wa find that thit has not happanod nnoa tha Non^oo-oparatioD 
Mommaot began. Let no taka the figares lor tha years 1919-34. In 
1919-S0» opium oonsomption was at ite highest point sinoe iR77> with 1748 
mrandei and the ooneomption of gaija was SB6 maunde for that year. After 
that date on both ndes there has been a steady^ deeline. ^ We give below a 
aomparativa table for oonsumption of opium and ganja from 1919-90 to 
199S-9S-. 





Oriuu. 

Gasjs. 

Year. 



Maands. 

tisuiidi. 

1S19.S0 

... 

... 

1,749 

665 

1930-21 

... 

... 

1,914 

693 

1931-33 

•M 

... 

1,019 

453 

1933.39 


... 

996 

889 

1939-34 

... 

• •• 

994 

844 


From the above table we find that the consumption of opium and that 
of ganja have bean going down togetheri and there has been no rise in tha 
oonsumption of ganja as feared by the Government. It may be added that 
the decrease has been chiefly due to the temperance workers and the 
affeativeness of their work. 

In 1939, there was an increase of 16 maunds 17 seers in consumption 
in the Assam Valley, but this has been satisfactorily explained by different 
Districts Officers as due to reasons other than that of opium consumers 
turning from opium to ganja. (Vide Assam Excise Report for 1933-24, 
page 5.) 

(it) Another Government contention is that any further redaction in 
consomptioo and rationing of shops is certain to lead to smuggling of opium. 
Let us examine the classified statements of the mom important offences 
under the Opium Laws from 1917-18 to 1923-34, and see if there has been 
any increase of the offences under diffemnt heads. This will give us a 
cleamr indication than any thing else. A table is given below : 


Year. 

Unlioeaeed eelet 
of OpiOBk 

Illicit poMcesfon 
of Bxoiee Opiam. 

TuUl CoaiaoptiOB 

of Opian. 

Year. 

Mde. 

Rdi. 

Mde. 

1917.19 

93 

77 

1,616 

1919.19 

69 

69 

1,674 

1319-30 

39 

83 

1,749 

1990.31 

91 

97 

1,614 

l9Sl-t3 

7 

34 

1,019 

1333.33 

9 

99 

999 

1339-34 

9 

39 

934 


Fifit, lot us oiamitie the figum for the unlioensed sale of opium. It came 
down almost sbropCly from 88 in 1919-30 to 9 in 1933-24. Let os take 
thsorati^ ‘ laWt poHMrioa ol XwiM O^.* Tkii oflbDM krnr 
tmmom, tat all the mm it was redoaad fteat 8S to S9. Fnm iM0-9l 
to to toito at «ta taewasa to aoMMiplioD. ttaw wa. . SS 

Mciaiaa of ownsa^ w|M slaanjr goas agnast tha Goranmisiit 
tkto nora opna wffl ta araiiilad into tta soontty if ttata ta a npid 
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fidiiflfeloD id niioiiliic or oontompfeioii of opiom. Tho tolol onabor 
of ofiooM agrimkAo Opiom Lawi h giron bolow > 


Tsiw. 

Oflmcas. 

Tsai. 

Oflme 

1914*1S 

•6 

1919-90 ... 

196 

1916-16 

66 

199041 

77 

1916-17 • ... 

161 

1991-99 

60 

1917-16 ^ ... 

167 

1999-66 

60 

1916-19 ... 

111 

1996-94 ... 

49 


Tha illioit poppy oaktration in 1931-22 had been, it it aaid. 'etaited 
at the inatigation cd the Non-eo-operaton, who gare oot that n^er the 
new regime there would be no reetriotbn on anoh oultiyation/ The Non- 
eo-operatoiB hardly made any defenoe on raoh a oharge beoanae it waa ao 
nttarly ridiedoitt. The object of .the whole moyement waa to make the 
people ahetain from druga and liqnora ; and the figorea for oonanmption of 
exoiaable dmga from 1921 onward will clearly bear thia out There fa no 
raaaon of any kind whateyer why the Non-co-operatori abonld haye aought 
to enconrage illicit poppy cnltiyation. On the contrary, the rouaing of ^e 
public ngainat the opium habit directly led to the detection and auppreaaion 
of illicit poppy cnltiyation, aince it waa no longer poaaibla to conceal ft 
agaiuat public opinion of the neigbboura. 

The real danger to the country Diatriot of Aaaam ia not ao much from 
internal cnltiyation of poppy aa fronr the amuggling of opium into the country 
from ontaida, aapecially ^e Malwa Opium which is brought in by the 
tradera and marohants. Wa would aubmit, however, that from the evidence 
which we received, including that of Ezciae officials, the prevention of 
smuggled opium ia moat of all a question of further expenditure of the 
opium revenue on the yrork of detection. If it were once decided by the 
Oovemment that a greater portion of the revenue obtained by the opium 
monopoly would be used directly for the purpose of preventing opium 
smuggling and deoraaaing the opium vice, instep Of being used aa ordinary 
revenue, we should soon see the and of smuggling on an extended scale. 

(iU) It has been contended by the Government that aa there was a 
auddeq drop in 1931-22, it is likely that there may be a reaction later on. 

We shall take a few outstanding facts which will go to show that there 
is no cause for fear of such a reaction. The decrease from 1748 maunda to 
1614 maunda and then to 1013, 966 and 884 maunda clearly indicates that 
the decraaae ia taking its normal turn, and will go on if a 6rm and aympa* 
tbatic attitude is adopted. The public is only apprehensive lest there be 
any undue conoassion to the wishes of the opium eaters, who necessarily are 
likely to clamour for more opium if it can be had. The fact appears to be 
proved, that, wWle with an apa^etic public opinion the danger of a reaction 
may be feared, on the other hand, when public opinion is awake and active, 
then thoroui^ and permanent refoima may be carried through without any 
retiogresiion. 

We feel very etronriy indeed that nothing will be done whole-heartedly 
in the way of opium reduction until the intimate connexion between the 
income derived from the sale of opium and the general Revenue of the 
Province is Enalbr and completely severed. This, we would submit, can 
01 ^ be done if the money derived by Government from the sale of opium 
ia used directly in puMag an end to the opium traffic. 
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W% btbw Ilia adi^ p i a mit e o nd it ioo of Minin io a Ma l in lia al 


im»iar 

ina years ivai-an* ivzna anu avna-aa 

rsspassiYaq 

r:— 

Tma 


XsatM 

BcYsaea. 

Opius 

Bavanaa. 1 

m * M — « 

VaUNrafiw* 

Bs^ 


Bi. 

Be. 

Ba. 

Bn 


\esMt 

leiMs 

1928-24 

... 2^42,88*000 
... 2,18,84,000 
... 2,28,86,000 

81,57,748 

58.81,294 

88,24,774 

88,19.710 

84,94,585 

87,18,841 

*7^7,000 

•1,11,000 

22,91,918 

22,82,000 

22,47,000 


•It is fllaar from this statemeot thi^ tho ezpsnditim *oii the Tnnsferrod 
DspoTtmepts Is litHs lass than the total Exeisa Beranua of the prorinoa. 

A farther taUa maj ha giyan showing the paroantaga of the Ezoisa 
Baranaa to the total rayaoua for diffarant typieal ProYineas io 1920-21 and 
1923-24. 





1920-21. 

1928-24. 

Bengal 

... 

... 

... 22*8 

20-8 

Madias ... 

... 

... 

... 27-8 

89-8 

Bombay 

... 

... 

... 89*8 

28-7 

Behar aad'Orima 

... 

... 

28*7 

84-7 

Uailid PrOTinoee 

... 


... 16-7 

12'7 


... 

... 

... 10-8 

11-4 

••• 

... 

... 

... 898 

28-7 


It isayidaiit from these statements that the paroantaga of Ezoisa 
Baraoua to total roYanaa in 1920 21 was the highest in Assam and Bombay 
Prasidanesr. In the Bombay Prasidaooy this high fi^ra is probably due to 
the azoassiYa drinking among the mill-hands. While it is satisfactory that 
the Yory hi|k proportloo of roYanaa daiiYad from Ezoisa has bean diminished 
in Assam« yat the present figure of 28*7 par cant, oannot be regarded as a 
haalHiy sign of sound proYinoial economy. 

Wa haYa asked our witnesses, whether they are prepared to forego any 
banaflt dariYOd from the Ezoisa BaYanua, and whether they would suggest 
any means to oompansata for the loss of the opium income, lliair unanimous 
opinion is that Aay are prapaiad to forego any benefits darlYad from the 
opinm raYamia» if only they are able to gat rid of the opium otU. Indeed 
they go still further to ^a length of suggastuig soma other form of tazation» 
SQoh as a small taz on tea. 

Wa refrain from making any suggastioo. whathan in these oiroumatanoas, 
aithar fresh taxation* or retranohmant, or both* would be desirable to make 
op the loss of raYanua in oonsaquanca of the abolition of the opium trMte* 
as this is not within our terms of rafaraoca. Fmabarmors* wa ballaYa that 
any sngasHnns or racossmandations of this nature belong more to the proYinoa 
cl pol it ies than to tamparanea reform. But wa can say this much, that the 
loss'oi rsYimw would undoubtedly* in a few years time* be mors than 
eompansalad by the g r ea t er industrious aetiYity of the aonsumars altar glYfog 
up fha da l aterio u s drug of opium. 

(is) Lastly wa find it repeatedly stated in the (loYammant dafanea of 
its own opium poliey* that the people require opium in order to protaot 
thsmsalYas trem the dis ease s which are proYalant in a Yory damp and 
■ a hii a l sKmaia Bka Assam* and that to AipriYO the fismmasa paopb in 
ysiMla Yflhtsa of their unrestriotad use of opinm would bate suljaet them 
loiiiathapdBhipaadaYan to danger of fistsl Masse* This aifomaot waa 
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tamght lonfiid if Mr. CSoignifa in tiia LegMatir# tewmMy, mi iho if 
Mr. ClifUMi at tlia Oanaira ConlaraoiMf on behalf of the GoYenunant of 
Indiana poaitioii. It waa ako atronghr i^rmad that aaah intarfaranaa witib IdM 
Hbartlae of the paopla would ba rasaotad bgr the Indian Tillagaii tbamaalTaa. 

In anawar to thia aontantion, it may ba atatad that than ia no daaira 
on tba part of tha raiormara to prarant tba naa of opbm nndar madiaal 
praaoription;^for ita madieinal naa ia regarded aa entinij lagitiinata» and 
when prohibition oomea into foraa every thing ahonld ba dm to allow for 
that i^ioinal naa being earned out even in remote villagaa. Ait it 
may ba pointed out at tha aame time that in tha whole of tha madioal 
avidanea given by oar witneeaea. among whom wen many doetom with a 
lifa*long enperience of Aaaam oonditiom> then waa not. one who advooatad 
the free uae of opium by illiterate villagera aa a eon for the diaeaaea 
pnvalent in Aaaam. On tha contrary, they pointed out to ua that opinm 
addiction among tba Aaaameae villagera redooed tha power of raafatanoe 
and nnderad aeven attaoka of infectioaa diaeaaea, ao^ aa kala-anr and 
eholan, mon liable to end fatally. 

It ia impoaaible for na to enter at length into tha whole medical qneation, 
but it will be auifioiant for oar praaent parpoae to aay, that thia Government 
contention now oarriea no weight, either with tha adnoatad paopla of Aaaam, 
or with tha bulVof the village population. Whatever may have been the 
opinion in the pact concerning the uae of opium to ward off ague or eholerm, 
public aentiment ia atrongly againat iti unreatriotad uae to-day. Ue immigrant 
populationa, which enter Aaaam, are reoogniaed aa remaining more healthy 
tfian the indigenoua population only ao'long aa they refrain from the 
opium drug. Whan they become* addicted to opinm, then they tooaink 
In the aoale. At the time when the Aaaameae race itaelf had not become 
autdoot to the opium habit, it waa ctrong and yigoroua. To-day it ia 
debilitated and outworn owing chiefly to opium addiction. 

The proof of thia experience haa Anally convinced tha Aaaameae people 
that tha opium habit ia bad and that if continued it will be the ruin of 
their race. Therefore, the Government contention that the village people 
wovdd atrongly olflact to the restriction of the uae of the drug and mi^t 
even cause disturbance, if opium were further reduced, is regarded by 
us as groundleaa. The general evidence that we raoeived went to confirm 
thia opinion and to show that restriction of opium oonsumption would not 
be raaentad by the villagers, but on the contrary be welcomed. 

Chapter VIIL— Tha Treatment of Addicts. 

Of tha SS5 witoeasea examined, only 71 witneaaes were afraid of the 
temporary hardahip^that would ensue if consumption were restricted to 
madioal and seientino needs. The rest do not ai^hend aay hardship. 
Ikose who are apprehensive of hardship, however, admit that it ia no 
injuatioa for opium-eaters to be deprived of the opportunity to do themadvea 
harm and to ba Uiua cured of their disease tbemaalves and prevented from 
infecting others. There are three poiota to be prefltioally eoosklered .with 
rai^ to the AmI axtiactioa of the opium habit^mnong the eonsonaen : (1) 
Howto make provision for a reasonable warning to be given to tte offlum 
ealm Mow a certaio age. (9) How confirmed addiata above a certain' aio 
ahodd be treated. W, How the Govemment may edSnat ilaeif to die new 
aitnatiOD of reduction in opium revenue. 
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AaMNM 17 of the 71 mikmarn who* not being tbemeelfee iddioti» 
•peeinlhr ionred the oooiequenoee to the opiam eetere themtelvei. if tho 
piolnhition of opiam enlee were adopted immediately as a OoTeromeot 
polioji there ia a difference of opinioD. Two witneatea are of the opinion 
that opium eaten, above the age of 50 yean, ahoold be allowed to have 
opium under acriot medical aupenriaion, and below that age all rationa ahould 
be immediately atopped. Three witneaaea are in' favour of immediately 
reatricting opium to people below 40 year a of age. and above that age it 
ahould be allowed under atriet medical teat. Two witneaaea again are in 
favour of prohibition within three yean, two in favour of prohibition 
within ten yean, one in favour of restricting opium below thirty yean of 
age. The other fifty-four witnesses, who were apprehensive of hardship, 
are tbemaelvea opium eaters. But at the same time they unanimously hold 
the view, that the opium tnffic, as it exists to-day, should be immediately 
prohibited, so that their children might not take to it. Ten of them 
suggested that they are prepared to suffer the hardship of imme- 
diate deprivation, if total prc^ibitioii would save the coming generation 
from the drug. When questioned as to what made them continue it, their 
obvious reply was As it ia easily available, we cannot refrain from 
getting it” 

The great maiority of our witnesses point to the fact that in most 
cases there ia no very great hardship, except a temporary one, in breaking 
through the addiction, and they urge that the sale and consumption of opium 
ahould be immediately stopped. We are bound to regard this as honestly 
given testimony, if a general judgment ia to be formed. It is to be noted 
here that the evidence of those who themselves broke free from the habit, 
during 1930 and 1921, leads us to believe that it is often an exaggeration 
to say that extreme hardship or physicUl injury would be caused by com- 
pulsory withdrawal of opium. 

While there would undoubtedly be temporary hardship and physical 
suffering, the benefits would probably *be more than compensated by the 
prosperity of the people and should be cheerfully faced. But if a compro- 
mise tt sought to be made between two sets of opinion in Assam, an agree- 
ment might be reached on the formula that opium should be immediately 
prohibited in ease of all addicts below the age of forty, except in such 
in e t a n cee os are certified under medical prescription. Above that age. It 
Might be allowed for the time being, with m^cal supervision and inapeotioo. 
The names of all opium eaters above the age of forty should be registered 
and their rstboa fixed^ In this manner, every effort would be made to 
prevent any more persons from becoming addiccs and to limit the use of 
opium to medical requirements only. Our evidence shows, that evea the 
opium eaters themselves are thoroughly ashamed of the habit, and the 
eoutfanmnee of the opium tiiflb by a civilised Oovemment is strcQiJy eoii- 
dsmosd. The sstent of tho popular feeling against itcan be estimated hf the 
.astioo Iskoo by people of all shades of opifte during the movement of 1991. 

The Indian uowDMcisl asembers of the ISegUlativeCoaaoilaropijiisti- 
eally unainsMas in ooudenunag the optum excise polley and look toward 
to a time limit for noo-medicd e o n s um pti o p and to an immediate registra- 

Ri Asssmitmaybeamertedisuerin^thatthereisone common opiaiou 
on this gnealaoB. AH aio for proh ft it i eB, Only qpsatiOBS srith isgsid to 
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tte tint IhDtt icHr Soil proUb^ iHdidf* The mm optnioe ob the 
edifeel li perhepe nowheie io Indk lo strone end eitioiilile ee II ii in 
Awem Oot of the told of 395 wihieMee. onOy eximiiied« 907 ere lepre- 
pweenteHyeo from Awmaea Tillafoi. AfdSf efier e diwiftoelieB of tibe 
M6 tten eonTiotod end impriioiidl. nuder the proddoiis of the Qrimiiiel 
Lew Amendnieiit Ael* meinly for pieketting the opium diopi» we dud that 
ea aaeny aa 700 ware people from 8iioh waa the depth of feeling 

ageinat opium. Theee figaree proye that the Amemeae yillege people were 
willing to nndergo the bai^hipa of e jail life in order to atop the opinm 
trafie. 

Chapter IX. — Reoommendatione 

In eonoliiaion» we would recommend that the following etepa be 
taken:— 

(l) The aale of opium and its deriyatiyea dmuld be ultimatdy 
limited to the medical and aeientific needa of Aaaam. 

(9) Proyiaion ahould be made lor confirmed addicta eboyetheege 
of forty, enabling them to procure a rationed amount of opium, 
^eir namea being regiatered for that pnrpoae. 

(8) All opium addicta, who are under forty yeara of age. ahould be 
dealt widi aa medical patienti. Whereyer opium ia needed by 
them, it ahould be giyeti only under the order of a fully qualified 
doctor, the medical permimion to obtain it being au^eot to 
quarterly renewal. 

(4) Iheie changea ahould be carried out within the next fiye ymn* 
At the end of fiye yeara. opium ahould be placed on the liit of 
poiaona under a Dangerous Drugs Act. and treated aa such for 
all inhabitants of Assam. 

While much depends on the Oovemment action, we feel that no progress 
can be made without the education of public opinion. The Non- co-opera- 
dpn moyement showed what a great adyanoe could be made in opinm 
leatriction by voluntary effort and public propaganda. The deereaae in 
consumption in a single year ia a proof of what can be done by these 
methods* This work needa to be atiil further promoted and sustained. 

We. therefore, appeal to all those who desire the welfare of Assam 
to organise themaelvea into anti-opium feooieties and to advocate opium 
prohibition amongst the people in general. This will lead to the edueation 
of puWe opinion against the opium evil and create a moral atmosphere, 
wtt^t which no great sucoem can be achieved. Every avenue of approaeh- 
iii^ the illiterate masses, who are the greatest oonanmera. should be empkered. 
Especially necessin is the carefnl training of the young children in all the 
ehmentaiy sehoolli>f the A.^sam Valley a^ among the Hill tribes. Wc 
would invite the co-operation of all sections of the community in this educe* 
tfeml work and we would specially appeal to the* miasionarieo to help ns 
in onaiiiaing tempeianee sooietiea aamg the Hill tribes with whom they 
are dosaly connected. 

nnally. we would venture to ask Mahatma Gandhi once more to come 
to Asaam and pnt hfanaelf at the heed of a great ant i - o p i u m campalgB to 
te carried on 1^ entirely peaceful \ 
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IncBaii Economic Enquiry G>niniittee 

The leport of the ladiea Economic Enquiry Committee wie iwbliilitd 
in the fint week of Oethber 1935. The appointment of the Committee was 
aanonnoed on the aand January with the following terme of leteenoe > 

** To examine the material at pceeent available for framing an eetl* 
mate of the economic condition of the varione clam e of the 
people of BriUeh India ; to report on ite adequacy ; and to 
make reoommendatione ae to the beet manner in which 
it may be eupplemented, and ae to the linee on which a general 
economic eorvey ehonid be carried out* with an estimate of the 
ezpeoditnre involved In giving effect to such reoommendatione.** 

The Committee assembled at Delhi on the 7th February, and since 
toured the country gathering evidence, and subsequently issued th»ir 
report, which was pnbltohed by the Government of India Central Publication 
B&Gh Calcntta. The" main report was signed by Sir M. Visvesvaraya, 
the of the Committee* and Pandit Hari Kishan Kaul; while 

the third member, Professor A. K. Bumett-Hurst, signed only subject 
to a Mote of Dissent in regard to which the otner two members wrote in 
their introductory remarks : ** We regret that on account of fundamental 
differences of o^nion we have not bad the benefit of the co-operation of 
onr ooUeague* Mr. A. R. Bnmett-Hurst, in the preparation of this report. 
We destre* however, to p ace 00 record our high appreciatloo of his serv’ces 
as Secretary to thcf Committee.** 

The terms of reference to the Committee are analysed as falling practi- 
cally under two heads : — 

(I) The examination of the material available ; and 
(3) The preparation of a scheme of economic survey together with 
an estinute of the cost involved. 

To these two heads the report proper addresses itself. The Committee 
point out that turveyB in various forms are now a regular feature of the 
admlnistfalive activities of the aelf-govming Dominions within the Empire. 
They add, that in India the time has arrived when a survey •should be 
cegmed as an indispensable preliminary to the formulation of economic 
pdides and the treatment of ‘many of the larger problenu that arise in 
connection wirii the economic development of the country. According to 
the Committee* the primary purpose of an economic survey is to collect 
and compile facts and statistical date relating to the economic condition 
of the people* as it is too well-known to need any emphasis that numerous 
pfoblenss concerning the material well*being of the people of Britioh India 
atat»day awaiting treatment under the gnidanc-; best supplied by an 
stonnmic survey. The results of such a survey should* among other ibiags* 
Wad In thsif opinion to the adoptioo of measures lor increaring production 
and wealth, -measnres, such as the indostrialiistion of agriculture* the 
dirfhkmmsnt of Indnstries and trade* the redistribution of population 
n o B Oi di ag to ^ fertility ol the various tracts, increasing the emeWocy of 
Wbanr, end caQIaf in the aid of machinery* s cienc e, and capital for deve- 
o on ntf j rs vast reeonrces and orfudsing its stnpendons 
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After firing etrefid cooilderation to nU the opiniooe leoelred the 
Committee here eome to the coDcliiiloii that en enquiry into the ecooboBdc 
eoodition of the people ihonld fill under two main neede:— 

(I) Teat applicable to a province or the conntry ae a whole Prodnc- 
tlon« national Income, and national wealth. 

(il) Teet applicable toclaeees Of people or local areas :~-lndividaal 
income.^ individnal wealth, collective wealth, cost of brings wages 
and priM, indebtedness, etc. 

Qaasification of Material. 

Dealing with the first Mrt of the reference, namely, the examination 
of the existing material, the Committee have considered the subject under 
the following three main classes 

(i) General statistics other than prodnctioo, comprising Finance, 

Population, Trade, Transport and Communications, Education, 
Vital Statistics and Migration, 

(ii) Statietics of production, including Agriculture, Pasture and 
Dairy-farming, Forests, Fisheries, Minerals, Large Scale Indus- 
tries. Cottage, and Small Scale industries. 

(iii) Estimates of Income, Wealth, etc.: — Income. Wealth, Cost of 
Living, Indebtedness, Wages, and Prices. 

The statistics falling under class 1 (says the report) are more or less 
complete, those under class Ii are satisfactory in some respects but in- 
complete or totally wanting in others ; while as regards estimates of in- 
come, wealth, etc., class HI. no satisfactory attempt has been made in 
BiitM India to colleet the necessary material on a comprehensive scale. 

Statistics and Economic Polides. 

Alter a detailed consIdeTation of general statistics, the Committee 
state that these statistics have not hitherto been compiled with a view to 
their being utilised lor shaping the economic policies of the country. In 
other rejpectA they appear to be satisfactory as far as they go. Further 
improvements to bring them into line with up-to-date statistical systems 
abroad might be effected with the aid of a committee or conference of 
statistical experts. As regards statistics of production, the Committee 
suggest that complete statistics including its total value should be collected. 

The exMag agricultural statistics simplified and improved should, they 
state, offer the best means of ascertaining agricultural production. IFhere 
a subordinate revenue agency exists for doing this work no other agency, 
th^ suggest, can be usefully substituted for it. The Committee do not 
consider it necessary to have a periodical census of agricultural production, 
but Instead they propose a quinquennial review of the data collscted from 
year to year. Th^ also furnish detailed suggestions lot obtatping the 
value of prod uc tion in pastoral occupations, dairy farming, and 

cottage and minor industries. Thpy hold that Departments of Miaiag 
and Industries should collect statistics of mineral and ladnatrial p ro d n e iion 
respectively, iadodlilg values. They also suggest a detailed quinquennial 
cens us of todustrlal p^uction. 

Turning io sstnnates of income, wealth, cost of living, etc., the Com- 
mittee state that such official information as is available is very meagrUi 
that intensive inquiries Should be made every year in limitsd Mens in every 
diilfictforaiemtaining income, wealth, eoet of living, indebtsdams^ etc.* 
of the people. They alio suggest that the income-tax retume should oonti- 
nue Is he published In an improved lomu Approximate eetimatm el the 
woslth of iadhridnals should be mode wherever peetible by the Inveetigei 
tore la the coarse of their inteailve inquirtee. Cost of Hviag tadox numbeis 
tiioold. they add. be prepared Isr the principal hidamsieiccttttiSi. Dsfitiled 
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pt opoi i i an alio laada hf than far tha oollaalioa of taloa of nagai of 
vBiboa fliaow of opaimtiaai ia iadoatcial aatahHahnianta. aaiaaa, ate* Tha7 
locIlMr laeoanaad a oooapeahaoaiva qa t aqaaaairi wafoa aaoaoa aad odar 
aaggaatfo a a lor tha ool l act ton of wholaaala aad rataQ pilea. 

A Ceatral Aathority* 

Daallag with uie aacoad part of the teraa of rafareoce* aamaly* a 
achaaia of eoonooilc annrey^ they conaider that for cariying out aadh a 
aarvey aa aSeotive oigaaiaatioo, a continooaaly fnoctloaing atad, aad rulea 
aad iaatmetiona baaed on foreign experience, aa adapted to local conditional 
will have to be brought into existence and adequate fnnda provided for 
potting the ptopoaala into practice. The Committee daim that the aehaa a 
ontlind by them embodiea all these characteristics, and that it is designed 
to give a progressively correct estimate of the economic condition of the 
country aad its people. After examining the various suggestions put for- 
waid regarding the methods of survey* they hold the view that, while aiming 
at the maximum of accuracy, India should follow the example of the 
Dominions and obtain approximate figures and estimates by generalisation 
wherever absolute accuracy is not possible of attainment. The guidance 
which approximate figures may give should not be refused because the 
country cannot afford the expense of collecting strictly accurate figures 
for a long time. All work connected with the economic survey should be 
properly co-ordinated by one central authority 

Dealing with the centralisation of statistics, they state that Statistics 
Is already a central subject, and that a central statistical office has been 
in existence for several years although, as a result of the recent retrench* 
ment policy* it has been reduced in status and strength. The stotistics 
of British India ate not, in their opinion, designed to give an indication 
of the true economic trend of the people or of the status of British India 
as an economic unit. They hold that if the statistics of British India 
are to form a basis for building up the economic policies of the country 
all work should as in the Dominions, be co-ordinated and centralised. The 
statistics at present* which are partly economic, may continue to be com- 
piled by the departments concerned, but they should come under the 
technicid guidance of the central statistical authority. 

Need of Legislation 

The Committee consider that if it is to secure an enduring success, 
the proposed scheme of economic survey should have its organisation and 
functions defined bv law, the object of legislation being two-fold namely, 
to place the whole statistk^ organisation on a legal basis and to facilitate 
the collection of correct economic data from individoals and firms. For 
the latter purpose it is necessary to legalize the demand while guaranteeing 
the individuals and firms concerned against any direct or indirect disclosure 
of the infonnation obtained under seal of official survey. They also 
recommend that the new measure should embody the provfMons needed 
for conducting the decennial population census and be called the Census and 
Statistics Act. 

The^ Comniittee feoommend the creation of a Central Bureau of Statis- 
tics presided over by a Director of Statistics who should be an officer of 
broad sympathies and outlook and should have practical training in 
statMcal matters* It is recommended* with a view to enhst public 
sympathy with the Department* that the Director's appointment should 
be subject to the vote of the Central LegiNatnre, Each province should, 
they add, have a Provincial Statistics Bureau with a Provincial Statistician 
at to head aad a number of astotants* nsosUy one lor every Eevenue 
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Pivitiwi, iof tb^ m ipmwklo m ^i tiU worik oi coOMiog Hslitllda Mtalil la 

> ttediftcte. 

TlMjr alio pnMM tfMt Advimy Boudt Aoold bt MWlgtid both vlth 
the Dlieetor of StatMee and with the Pcoeliicial Slatiatkiaoa to adeiao 
and co-opecate. The appoi o tine o t of email ooBunlttoea to villafei ia fa* 
eommeaded to aaflat m loapectora employed is oolleetiof prodnetioii 
etatletie^ aod the ioveetlgatoia eogaged in ecoooaile le ee afch . They pi o poae 
to ohileet piodoetloo atatlatics with tiie help of Rareniie aod other Goven* 
meat Departmeota by piootdlog' the additional etafi of Inapeetora aod derka 
oeeded. The loteodaa ioqoiriei will he coodncted by a techoical staff with 
the co-operatloo of the Reveooe Department and the people of the arena 
coooem^. 

The Committee ooneider that the vUlage etadies at present carried on 
are too elabotmtei aod that theie have been too many studies of an intensive 
character without any proportionate visible results. In their opinion the 
•todies should comprise inquiries concerning income, expenditure or cost of 
living, wealth and indebtedness eoncemii^ every household in the area 
inves^ated, and they should enable standards of llviqg and the cost of 
living of the various classes to be determined. 

It is computed that in a Itevince like the Punjab one investigator per 
district wilt complete the collection every year of daU lelatmg to 4 per cent, 
of the urban popnlatibn. aod that two investigators working in the rural 
areas will be able to collect data relating to 2} per cent, of the rural popula- 
tion. . As the results of these investigations b^me available in each suc- 
ceeding year the inferences drawn as to the general condition of the people 
would bMome more and more reliable. 

Other Suggestions. 

Other suggestions of the Committee are that the Labour Office in 
Bombay aod the offices of the pibour Commissioners In liadras and Burma 
may be amalgamated with the new Provincial Bureaus to be established in 
those areas, and that the village agencies and city and town municipalities 
should be encouraged to collect data and compile statistics, each for their 
particular areas, so that gradually the responsibility for maintaining an 
economic survey may be transferred to tiie shoulders of the people who are 
most interested in their use. In some Provinces, they add, the post of the 
Provincial Statistician may be usefully combined with that of the Director of 
Land Records. The question of inducing Indian States to take up the work 
of economic survey on parallel lines also suggested. 

The Committee further consider that an official Indian Year Book 
should be published after the model of those issued by the Dominion Govern* 
ments embodying all the principal statistics and forming a compendium 
of official data and information concerning the general, social, and economic 
conditions of the people. The Central Bureau of Statistics should also 
continue to publish the usual statistical returns and tables, and these should 
be reviewed once in five years and all doubtful points examined. Similarly 
an annual review qjf the economic condition should also be published con- 
veniently at the time of the discussion of the succeeding shear's budget in 
the legislatures. % 

. In order to help the people to overcome their anti-economic habits and 
traditions the Cosraittee suggest an educative propaganda by the public- 
ation in every viHage of the statistics of agricultural and orisoellaneous 
production aod by the supply to the village accountant of the statistics 
relating to all other forma of prodnction in a village to be published along 
with tile igores of agricdtuiml production. It is suggested that the revenne 
officers and officers of the statistical department riiould draw the attention 
of the villagers to these figores u^en they hai^to visit a village and 



oct.^si * IHOUir BOONOKIC fiHQUIRT OCMMITTBB tti(q> 
•spliteiii thm ttilr fMl rifaltanee. Tht MoolAtlDtt ol toil OMmlttM* 
‘ ^ elB. with the work ol eoltotiag etitiettol date will. th«r 
hevie ea edoeetlve valee. 

Coet of the SoheAe. 

The followiiig le e lommify of the ftiuaolel pfopoeele eaderth* 
echeoM. 

Lekhs 

Recnrriqg yeeriy expeoditore by the Ceatial 

OoifecaaieDt • • • • *73 

Recarriog yearly expenditure hi the Frovlaeee • • 56*79 

Total yearly recurring expenditure by both 

Central and Provindal Oovernmenta . • 57*54 

Additional expenditure lor equipment, training, 
etc., in the fiiet quinquenmom to be expended 
practically in the first two yeara— 

Central Government • • • • 1*25 

Provincial Governments •• •• 50*61 

Total ,, 31*86 

II the Central Government bears hall the cost ol the Provincial Estab- 
lishments and ball of the initial additional expenditure the share ol the 
respective Governments will be as lollows • 

Rs. 

Lakhs. 

By the Central Government 

(1) Total initial outlay in the first two years, 

1*25+15*31 -• •• 16*56 

(2) Recurring yearly outlay 75+28*40 •• 29*15 

By the Provincial Govemmeots collectively;— 

Total initial outlay in the first two years • • 15*31 

Recurring y^^iy outlay *« •• •• 28*40 


Mr. Bur nett-Hurst’s Note of Dissent. 

Mr. Bnrnett-Hurst does not approve of some of the principles in the 
above report and most ol the details ol the recommendationo. In his 
dissenting note he empbasioes tbs fundamental differences between India 
and the Dominions in the collnstoq ol statistics. In the first place, the 
expenditure and the difficulties ofh iptistical inquiry increase with every 
increase in the units to be enosssrated, and an investigation comprising 
the iHiole of British India within its scope would correspond to an enquiry 
covering the greater part ol Europe. 

Statistlco. again, cannot be easily collected where population is scattered 
and ffie earnings cd agriculturists cannot be ascertained with as much 
facility as those ol industrial workers, in India loor*filtbs of the inhabi- 
tants reside in rural areas, and thres'lonrths of the total population are 
sgricoltnrists. 



ttaM RBFOKI OB THE (s»U 

Asothir diHw not b i lw ga Mia aad Ihe DoorfoioML la Ital tto 
aoBaetta of dlitMai tar tha d to t rtbo tioo of aebaMaa emot ba Mtowad 
fa ladli oa ooeoaBt of m lllilaco^ of 90 per ocot. of tbapopOlatloa. fbaia 
le alao aa ataaaet aatira ab eeaca of oigaaMioae aad aeeoaatloaa wbkb ta 
Great Brltela aad' tba Pomialoae eo-opatala aad aaAat la tba eoUaetloa 
of alatietica. 

Flaallpt iadoeirp la Gnat Britain and tha Domlaiona le highly orgiuria- 
ad« ao that it Uaaap toeatlaetatatlatica with adagraaof aceofacp; botia 
India* ia Ita p r aaaot ataga of derelopaieat* with aaattand* aaoigaaiaed 
aadartaklaga neatly aarriad on by penona working on riiait own aooonnt* 
atatiattal maaaoiaoiantia dlffianlt*and impoaaibla to aahlaaa without tha 
amployBMBt of a laiga atad. 

To add to thaaa dilficaltlea Mr. Bnrnatt-Hnral pointa ont that. In tha 
opiaion of aeveial witaeaaea* an enqniry regarding the pecaonal wealth of tba 
paogla would probiMy ba viewed with anaplelon* and It would appear to ba 
iaadviaabla to carry oat a qniriea into individual wealth. 

Alter pointing ont that any eatimate of national wealth le nalikely to 
be of nneh utility .he anggeata that ao eooaomic aurvey of India ahoold 
take the form of— > 

(1) Detailed aad careful atudiea of the income aad expenditure of 
ariected familiea repreaentative of the variona claaaea into which 
the population can be grouped ; and 
(a) A aeriea of intenaiva and enteuaive enqulilea into aoch aubjecta 
aa the infloeoce of diaeaae on ph]raical effictancy, the economic 
affecta ot reatrictive aocial cuatoma* intenaiva labour varana light 
work for longer perioda* adulteration, of the food^anpply and 
other fradnlent practiceai aanitation. welfare work, etc. etc. 

Ceaaua of Production. 

He recommenda that eventually a detailed cenana of prodnetioo ahoold 
be inatitnted and repeated quinqnenaially and alao a quinquennial wagea 
cenana The inteaaive euqoiriea abould be aoperviaed by Provincial Boarda 
of Bconomic Enquiry compoaed of non-offiefab and offiddla and conatituted 
on the linea of the eziating Punjab Board, the Provincial Director of Statia- 
tiea b^g an ex-officio Member of the Board ia order to aecore co-ordination 
between the Board and the Provincial Bureau of Statistics. 

The agency for the collection of aatistica in the eztenrive aurvey should 
be persons belonging to or working under the direct supervision of the 
department of bnmefa of adminiatcatlon with which the statistics are associ- 
ated. He emphaaiaes the importance of accuracy in collecting data, and 
adds that estimates founded on more or leas shrewd guesses have no authority 
.unless the d^vee of accuracy can be ascertained. 

The Department of Statistics should be enlarged and reconstitoted by 
administrative act to form a Central Bureau of Statlatica* and the Burean 
should be responsible for the census of production and census of wages of 
large industrial establiabments, wholesale prices, annual statiatics of indus- 
trial* pastoral* and dairy production in addition to the present publicationa 
of the Depaitmaml of Statistics. The ||nraan should alao utillae such of the 
atatiatica of the provincial barean|§iM| provincial departmenta aa are 
sahabla aad suitable lor the oonatrudllanJf all India figures. 

. He raoommenda h statistical adSboiy board to be appointed by the 
Goveruor-General in Council* In bis opinkm the salary of the Director- 
General In charge of M Central Bureau should not be aubieet to the vote 
of rim LegWatnre* aa atatiatical appointmenta should not be made the 
aubieot of party politica. 



REPORT OF THE 


External Capital Committee 

The report of the Exteroel Capitel Committee, which wm eppotated 
by the Government in accordance with a promise given by Sir Charlat 
Innes in the Legislative Assembly on the 6 th Jane. 1914. to consider Hm 
question of the flow of capital into India from external sonrces. wna 
published by the end of September 1925* The Committee was composefl of 
Sir Basil Blackett. Mr. C. B. Chartres. Sir W. Currie. Ifr. T. C« GcwiRaniU 
Sir Charles Innes. Sir Sivaswami Iver. Pandit Madan Mohsai fifsSawiygig 
Mr. Dwarkanath Mitter, and Mr. G. A. Natesan. 

The Committee have not attempted to estimate the amount nf ert ecn s l 
capital in India, as any such calculation must be largely g u es s moiiK* 
They do not think that any practical purpose would be served by sndh 
an estimate. As a general principle they hold that the Inflow of ewtnmil 
capital is not only unobjectionable in itself, but is a valuable fscflorbi 
assisting the economic development of the country and in inonsaslag 
its wealth and employment, it is. however, evrn more advanthgeens 
that India's requirements for new capital should be onpplied from internal 
sontces. So far as internal capital is forthcoming India possesses a taife 
store of dormant capital awaiting development, and. in order to make tbio 
available for investment, they s^iggest that a preliminary survey shonid bo 
undertaken by the Government without delay of the whole field of bsnWufl 
organisation and credit facilities in India, the preliminary survey to bo 
followed by a detailed examioation by experts. The followiug are some 
of the questions, a detailed examination of which the Committee consider 
would be most likely to lead to fruitful results : — 

Facilities lor Investment. 

The first is the question of increasing the facilities for deposit and 
investment by the creation of new branches of the Imperial Bauk. exteu- 
sion of the facilities of existing banks and the formation of new banks. 
They also suggest an examination of the indigenous banking eyslem in 
order that the credit facilities which they now afford may be fully utilised 
and further developed by being fitted into the modem banldaig qpttem. 
and the examination of the various proposals lor the Government oontiDl 
of joint stock banks. 

The most important question is the provisloa of a comprehensive sobeme 
of banking edneation which will furnish an adequate supply of Indian 
hankers trained on sound and modem lines. One ol the first points lor 
consideration in this connection would be the desifaliility of creating an 
AU-tndia Institute of Bankers to supervise courses of instraetloa comblaing 
both pcacticsl and theoretical traluing. 

As regards the faculties lor investment, they consider that aslrsih 
capital most, il progress is to be healthy, be attracted first Into invest* 
aents in which safety is the primary consideration, steps should be taken 
to encourage dealings in Government Seenrities by extending tliePnbiio 
Debt Office fadfitia to the more Importaiit commercial centres ooMIs 
^presidency towas. thereby creating more SMUiey narketi tb r eSgbont 
Ifldia oonstitnted on modem Una. 
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CvBdIt to Agrieiiltaie. 

Otior qowtkmt of importMice m eo-oidinoM einptootioo of machi- 
oery for the proriiioa of cr^lt to egficoltore end loduttry, eltlier by direct 
•Go^nuBeot eeileteBce, or throiifh lodortriel mod co-opmtive beoke mod 
the deoelopiiiMit of aegotUble instnimeiite ao that they caa take their 
proper part la the daanciog of lodiaa tiade. 

Taralag aest to the qoestioo of Impoiiag reetrietlooe oa esfonal 
capital, the Coiafolttee dietioguith betweea the differeat formi of eateraal 
•capital accoidiag to the extent to which eoch capital carriee with it control 
over ladian iadoatriai organieatione and Indian natural reeonrcee. Accocd- 
Ing to thie criterion, external capital ia divided into three categoriee. 
namely:— - 

(i) Inveetmente in which the external inveetor ie merely entitled to 
a etipolated rate Of intereet and only acquiree rights of control when there 
It default, as in the case of State and municipal loans, bonds and debentures 
of private oompaniee and loans. 

(a) Investments in which the external investor enters iato competitive 
bnelaeae oa equal terms with Indian enterprise, as in die case of cotton 
and other textile mills, mercantile houses and the like. 

(3) Investments in which the external capitalist acquires special privi- 
leges or concessions of land which give him exclusive possession or exclusive 
rights of exploitation of particular portions of the natural resources of 
India. 

As ragaids class (1). the Committee do not consider any measures of 
control necessary, but in the case of Government and quasi-Government 
loans, they odd that the rate of interest should not be the sole consideration 
in placiBg such loans, and that, other things being equal, preference riiould 
be graoM to the Indian investor. 

Control Measures. 

After careful consideration of the various devices suggested lor impoeing 
control, the Committee have cotne to the conclusion .that restrictive measures 
would be either impracticable or disproportionately injutioos to the Indian 
investor incases falling under class (2). The most general of these sugges- 
rions for control are the registration of new companies in India with rupee 
capital and definite reservation to Indian investors of a proportion of the 
shares^stipolations for a definite proportion of the directors being Indian, 
and for facilities being afforded for the training of Indian apprentices, and 
the imposition of penal taxation on companies which did not comply with 
these conditions. The Committee point out that these suggestions could 
only be applied to new companies, and that they would entail a very ela- 
borate system of trade licensing and inquisitorial Government control 
wbich would tend to prevent the development of private companies into 
jolat stock companies.* Rescrictions on the transfer of shares from Indian 
to Boa-ladiaa might possibly increase the yield in certain exceptional cases, 
but this would be largely couter balanced by their lower sale value on 
acooant of the Ibeence of an open market for the sale of. inVjBStmenta. 

Further piact cal objections are probable evasion of i the restrictions 
by the large capitalist and the increased difficulty to the small Investor of 
finding pnrdiasets lor which brokers . would naturally charge an enhanced 
CommiesioB. The Committee*s objection to a statutory minimum of direo- 
toie is based on the right of shareholders under ordinary circumstances to 
have an unlettered control over their own directorate, and on the principle 
that It would be Inadvisable and uneconomic to compel companies to labour 
under a pioportioa of directors whose business qualifications were only a 
secondary ooosrioration. 
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Soba crip t lo n LMi. 

The Oomoilttee are also opposed to the keepiiig of sahsciiptieo lists 
lor new or additional capital open to indisns for a pcdoaged period, 
because* if Indian sabscnbeis were sobseqoently allowed to sdl them in 
the open market without restriction, the effect of such a poiiqron the 
ultimate control of a company would be negligible, while the divloeation 
created to the commercial mai^inery of the country by such a general 
provision would be incalculable. 

Puidtt Madan Mohan Malaviya, while recogoittng the force of this 
argoment, holds that aom«? such action is desirible on the ground that there 
would be some residuum of additional Indian holdings as a result. 

Where, however, definite concessions are granted to particular concerns, 
as in the third-class of external capital, the Conaaiittee agree that definite 
restrictions might be imposed. They would sub-divide this class further 
into two: (1) where foreign capitalist acquires a definite pecun ary con- 
cession, such as a bounty : and (2) where he acquires a csncession which 
will enable him to exploit a wasting asset, such as a mineral c:incession. 

Nature of Restrictions. 

In the first case they consider that restrictions might be imposed of 
the nature described in Section 5 of the Steel Industry Protection Act, 1924. 
namely, that companies should be registered in India with rupee capital and 
reasonable facilities for the technical training of Indian apprentices should 
be provided. As regards mining and similar concessions, thay are of opinion 
that no definite proportion can be prescribed and tne mai;cr iniisi bj di :x!r 
with by the expert departments of Govcrnni' ttt concerned, the goner... 
criterion being that concessions should only be gnu ted to external concerns 
where it is clearly in the national interest that, they should and wb^re 
internal capital is not forthcoming on reasonable terms, and then only subject 
to such safeguards as may be suitable for each cise. Listly. the Committee 
do not consider it necessary to examine in detail the measures to be taken to 
give effect to these recommendations, as they Jo not suppose that any 
general legislation will be necessary. If the Government accept them, 
necessary legislative and executive steps can b» taken to give effect to them 
on each occassion when a bounty or similar concession is grauted. 


Summaryof Recommendations. 

The following is a sammaiy of the recommeidations of the 
External Capital Committee, presided over by Sir Basil Blakett 

It is advantageous to India that its requirements for Capital should be 
supplied from internal rather than from external sources, so far as internal 
capita is forihooming. The real solution of the problem of External Capital 
lies in the development of India’s own capital resources. 

Sotjeet to the limitations given below tbe inflow of External Capital 
is not only unolgectionaMe in itself, but is a valuable factor in asaistiug 
the economic development of India. 
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Tbough io oeitaiD wrmimihmcM tiie oontool of Bstmol CVipitel niif 
bo DOoetMij ia the in t ereoti of ladki geoenl meunni dkorimlnetiiig egeinfe 
it or pendiiiQg iA eidier bf way of toiatlon or fay way of oontrol* woa^> 
•0 for from eoriiliiiii tke doTolopmaiit of theoa reoooroei or iottetiog the 
intmoti of the lodiaa iny ert o n he definitely iejorioiio to both* eo they 
would impede the growth of new indaitriee and reetriot the traneferafalfitp 
Mid» ooneeniieiltly, Ihe market Taliie of the holdings of the Indutn 
ioyeetor. 

India poseemei a raet store of dormant oapital awailang deyelopment 
and in order to make this availsble for inrestment, banking fseilities must 
be increased and extended. We would emiihasise the impeetanee of a oo* 
oidinsted sonrey of faaaking laofiities being andertaken at the earliest 
opportnnityi Icflowed fay a detailed examination, by an expert committee, 
or eommittees, of the lines abng wbidh progress should be efIeeM . 

As regiids the control ol Externa] Capital where the external eapHalist 
is merely enthled to a stipalated rate of interest and only aotjaires light of 
control when there is default, as in the case of State and Maradpal Loans, 
and Bond and Debentures of Companies and Bank Loans, wc do not consider 
any measures of oontrol necessary; but in the ease of Goyernmetit and 
quasrgovernment loans, the rate of interest should not be the sole considera- 
tion In placing such loans. Other things being equal, preference should be 
grant^ to (he Indian inrestor. 

Where an inyestmant carries with it the oontrol of an uudcrtakitig. we 
consider it reasonable that when the Government grants particular oorioes' 
siona to the industry, it should exercise such oontrol over, os would lead t4> 
the advantage of the oouotry. Where the concession is general, as in the 
case of a protective tariff, (and this would include practically every industry 
in India, as a revenue tariff without a cor responding excise, has protective 
effeot) it is impractioable to effect any discrimination. No feasible sugges- 
tions for such disorimination have been suggested to us nor have any occurred 
to us daring our ditouasiona. Where definite pecuniary aasistanoe, such as a 
bounty, is granted to any particular undertaking, wo consider that discri- 
mination is feasible and we agree with the Fiscal Commission and the Legis- 
lature that no such assistance should be granted to any oompany, firm or 
person not already engaged in that industry in India, unless firstly, reason- 
able faoilities are granted for the training of Indians and, secondly, in the 
ease of a public company, unless it bad been formed and registered under the 
Indian Companies Act 1913 and hat a share capital, the amount of which is 
expressed in the memorandum of the Association in rupees and such propor- 
tion of the direetors, as the Government may presoribe, consists of Indians. 

Where a oopeession is ^nted to exploit a wasting asset, such as a 
mineral oonoesnon, no definite rules can ba prescribed. It must bo a question 
in eaeh oaro whether it is better from the point of view of the national 
interiNA tfuA the ooneeasion ahould be developed by External Capital or left 
until Indigenous Capital may be prepared to develop it. Such eoneeosionB 
should ody be grants to external eapitalists when it is clearly in the natumal 
interest that they ahould be develop^. We do not consider it neoeasaiy to 
examine in detail the meaioros to be taken to give effeet to these reoom- 
manditioiii, as wo do not suppose that any general JegialatioD will bo neeas- 
aaiy if Goyernment aooept tbeuL Neoessary legislatiye and exeentiye atepa 
can ha taken to giye eReot to them. 



MINUTES OF DISSENT 




Pt. Malaviya*8 Minute of Dieeent. 

FMidit who waa a mambar of tha liidiiatrial CSommlaaloii haa 

appandad a valuaUa nota to tha raport Ha faoalh that doring lha dabata 
on tha Staal Proteotion Bill whioh lad to tha appointmaot of tha Committaa 
Sir Charlaa Innas had stated : ** I am awara that thara are saotions in tha 
Honse, which would like to incorporate in tha Bill specific proTisions re- 
garding tha proportion of foreign capital. I am prepared to taka np 
separately the azamination of qaastions of that kind, and in that azamina- 
tion, I am prepared to associate with tha GoTommant a committaa of tha 
Legislatura, appointed ad hoc for the pnrposa.’* 

Pandit Malaviya says : It is in fulfilment of this promise that tha 
present Committaa waa appointed. The main question, therefore, which 
this Committaa had to consider, was what measures, if any, should be 
adopted to ensure that in every public company which may be ineorporatad 
in ^a future, a certain proportion of capital shall be Indian. My coHaaguas 
have coma to the conclusion that except when definite concessions are granted 
to individual concerns, restrictive measures would be* either impraeticabla or 
disproportionataly injurious to the Indian investor.** With this Pandit Mala- 
viya does not agree, for ** so long at the policy of free trade was followed 
by the Government of this country matters stood on a vary different footing 
from that on which they do now. As a policy of protection of industries by 
tariffs and bounties has now been adopted, the Government is bound, in 
fairness to tha general consumer, to see that the industries which shall benefit 
by such tariffs are either wholly or, at least largely Indian both in tha 
matter of capital and control. The very foundation of Protectionism, as has 
been said by eminent economists, is the idea of nationality. When we 
Indians atked for protection we did so in order to promote Indian 
enterprises with Indian capital and under Indian control. The Government 
of India understood as correctly and agreed with us. Speaking in 1916 
on the resolution which led to the appointment of the Industrial Commission, 
Sir William Clarke, then Commerce Member, said : ' Tha building up of 
industries, where the capital, control and management should be in tha 
hands of Indians is the special object we all have in view.' He deprecated 
tha taking of any steps which might merely mean that the manufacturer who 
now competee with us from a distance would transfer his activitiea to India 
and oompeta with us within our owu country.** 

Pandit Malavi^a recalls his own note attached to tha Industrial 
Commission Report and quotas from tha Minority Raport of tha Fiscal Com- 
mission, which emphasised that " no foreign country should be allowed to 
monopoKsa the profits due to tha policy of protection in India and at tha ooet 
of the Indian oonsumars.’* In order that this object ahoukl be aobiavad it it 
not only necessary that a reasonable proportion of the directors of every new 
company, which may be formed barraftar in India, should ha Iodiaos,‘bnt 
also that, at least, half tha share capital should be rasarvad to Indira 
mbseribars for a definite period of time. If after that period Indiaiia have 
not subaeribad their shm, tha company should be free to aoquim the 
rnmaiaiog capital where it could. Pt. Malaviya daelarac ; In copport of spy 
riaw, I would also refer to the English 0/arsaaa Trade (Credits and Insoraiioa) 
let. Id that Act it was definitely providad that no eradit ahoiild bn 
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gTMited hf tbs Boftid e oo rt i tptad luidar the Aot, to on olian or to o firm in 
wbMi tbo moioriif of tbo portnon vora oliani or to o oompnaj wboio 
Brititb tnlfiooti did not form o m^hoftitf of tbo dirteton or wbore o majmitjr 
of tbo fotinf powor not in tbo bondo of Britkb inbioeti. I olio wfib 
to ompboiiio that tbo adopti<m of o poliep of protoetion of indhutrioi Iqr toriffi 
oad tontioi nuiro tbon otot makoi it tbo bonndsn duty of tbo Ooforomont 
tbi^ it abonld pnorido inflleioot bonking ond eredit fodKtiai to Indiom^ ond 
enoonrif 0 thorn to bnild np indigonooi iodoftriot.** 

Noid for o Stito Bonk 

Pondit MaloTiyo tbon dimifai ot length the need for o Stote Bonk 
in Indio. He qnotes the opinioni of Sir Dinehow Waeho ond Dr. Oilbert 
Sloter on the entjeet ond aoya Mr. Findloy Shims’ book shows how 
dei^raUy low the bonking position in Indio is in oomporiaon with thot of 
Cainsdoi AostraliOf Jopon, the United Kingdom ond Amerioo. While the 
Bonking Copitel omoontod» in 1920» in Mio to only 28 milKon pounds 
(inolndlng ^e Copitol of Ezehooge Bonks» which do business elsewhere, that 
in Japan was 67 million pounds. Deposits (Bonks and SoTings Bonks) 
amounted in Indio to 118 million pounds ond in Japan to 404 mfllions 
pounds. Ike number of Banks in India was 369. In Japan the number 
was 6874. 

Pondit Moloviyo next shows that the opinions expressed by ‘*Tbe Times'* 
in 1913, by* the Cbamberlain Commission in 1914, and by the Industrial 
Commission in 1918 all xooognised the vital importance of the question of a 
State Bank for Indio ond wonted the sulject to bo investtgo^ by an Ex* 
pert Committee. In March 1919 Mr. B. N. Sarmo moved a resolution to 
that effect in the old Imperial Council, but Sir James Meston said the 
Oovornment was too busy with the question of Reforms. 

Pondit Moloviyo concludes :— ** It is a matter for real regret that, 
notwithstanding the weighty recommendations referred to above, this ques~ 
tion has not yet reeeived from the Government the attention which it so ob- 
viously deserves. Nothing more vitally affects the welfare of the people 
of Indio than the question of the healthy growth ond expansion of National 
Commeroe and Industry. Nothing is more urgently needed to make that 
growth possible ond to sustain it than a sound system of national banking 
and liBonM, which should take note of ond provide for the financial needs of 
the people in all the important branches of their commercial ond industrial 
existence. 1 earnestly hope thot, os this Committee has the advantage of 
being presided over by thti Finance Member ond of having the Member for 
Commeroe also on it, its recommendations on the sulijeot of bonking will 
reeeive the early sMention of the Government and that a Committee, so 
oomposed it might command the confidence of the public, will be soon 
constituted to deal with this most important question.” 
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Mr. Go8wami*s Minute of Dissent. 

Mr. Ooiwiaii wm not origiodlj » member of the CSommittee. baft woe 
eleeted in the pleee of Mr. Pftft^ He. while genetiOy egreelng witii ftbe 
report, nya he wee eleeted after the queetmonaire bad been filmed a^ the* 
anaweia receired. He aaja : 

1 foond theft the termfl of reference praetieally ezolnded . any . fomi of 
first-hand inquiry as to the extent that foreign oapitd has a hold on India, 
ae to how far such a hold has benefited India and as to how far it hae been 
injurioue.” Mr. Qoawami strongly emphasises the need for an urgent 
enquiry into the banking system and proceeds : ** It is said in the report that 
consideraUe progress has been effected by the creation of the Imperial Bank 
and the opening of new branches. While I do not controvert the statement. 
I should like to express the common belief, for which 1 know there is good 
foundation in actual facts, that racial and political discrimination is made fn 
the matter of credit and that Indians usually do not receive, in matters of 
credit, the treatment that their assets entitle them to, while on the other 
hand, British businessmen have frequently been allowed larger credit than 
what on ordinary business principles they ought to have got. This is a 
matter for inquiry. Whether this state of things can be altogether reme* 
died at present is however a difficult question to answer. With regard to the 
leases always granted by the government, whether of mines or of forests, 
it is necessary for the public to know the details of each transaction. Leasee 
have been granted at ridiculously low rents which cannot be explained away 
by the plausible theory of development and of risks of enterprise. There 
are cases in Assam, for instance, which require examination. I go further. 
Not only would such an inquiiy indicate the steps that should be taken fn 
the future to safeguard India's interests, but it would perhaps reveal cases 
of unconscionable favouritism. 

** My esteemed colleague. Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, has appended 
a note to the report suggesting that it should be a condition in all oases in 
which shares are offered by public companies in India, that the subscription 
lists should be open for a minimum period and that preference should be 
given to Indian subscribers up to 60 per cent, of the amount of shares offered. 
The argument that this would be an illusory protection, since the sharee 
can snhsequently change hands and Bmaimi transactions are to a large extent 
unavoidable, has great force and Panditji recognises this. 1 sgree with 
Pandiftii that the effect of his proposition cannot be totally neutralised by 
these devises, but I do know that what Panditji suggests is the best mode 
of securing the otgeot which come, at any rate, of the members of the 
Committee have at heart. I confess, however, that I am unable to suggest 
^ alternative." 


Sir Basil Blackett, in a note, observes that the points raised and the 
allegstionc made by Mr. Goswami in bis note were not pot by him before 
the Gonmiittee and bis note was received after the report had been signed. 




India in Parliament & Abrood 
July-December 1925 




The Indian Civil Services Bill 

Id the preoeding ▼oliime we haye detailed in full length the piooeed* 
Inge of the House of Lords on the 1st April 1936 when the Indiao Giril 
Senrioes Bill passed its seoood readiog and subsequently referred to a Joint 
Committee on Indiao Affairs with Lord Meston as its Chairman. Ilie 
report of this Joint Committee was issued in June 1935. The Report ia 
signifioant* not so much for the amendments to the Bill which the com- 
mittee sought to effect, as for the reactionary spirit in which it made its 
reoommen^tioos. From a perusal of it it appears that the committee preset 
some of its amendments in the teeth of the opposition of the India Office. 
One of these amendments related to the case of those memfaon of the 
^trices which were not classed as superior " under the Act The 
Secretary of State, it is clear from the Report, went so far to placate the 
Committee as to treat as belonging to the ** Superior Services every official 
whose work was, by its arduousness or the nature of its responsibility, in 
any way comparable to that of a member of the Superior Services, fi^t the 
Committee was obdurate and insisted on its amendments being placed before 
Parliament One of* the amendments suggested that all public servants, 
whose salaries were non-votable, should be granted the same protection in 
regard to tenure of office and so on as were the members of the l^perior 
Services. The reason for this amendment was that the legislature might, 
but for the amendment, defeat the object with which their salary was made 
rion-votable by altogether abolishing the appointment. That is to say. the 
Committee cdled upon Parliament to place a ban on the local legislature 
from interfering with the strength and other matters connected not only 
with the ** Security Services,** but elso with the Secondary Services. In 
effect, the Joint Committee wanted that the Secretary of State ehould bare 
the light of imposing on the Central Government and the Provinoee. not 
only the * steel frame but also all and sundry whom it plessed him to 
appoint, and «iireet that they be paid out of the Indian exchequer siaoh ealariee. 
pensions and allowances as it pleased him to fix for them. 

Another amendment of the Committee called for control over the 
deciiione of the Public Services Commission. The Committee insislsd thet 
any rules made by the Secretary of State in Council for devolution of power 
to the Public Services Commission would be referred to it beoanse it 
^nsidered that the future and the security of tenure o[ the public servanta 
in India may be so materially affected by the functions of the Public 
Services Commission, that rules governing the powen of that body and 
the question of the final right of appeal against its docisioiis should not bo 
approved by the Imperial Qovemment until they have been exhensttvelj 
examined. 

The following is the loll text of the ftnit rof^rt ot the Stemliqg Joint 
Committee on Indhui Affaira on the Civil Senrioes Bill : — 

Ifi 
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joint Committee Report. 

** That tbe committee have met and cooeidered the Bill and have made 
amendments thereto* 

• The committee have had the advantage of hearing a statement on 
the Bill from the Secretory of state, its main object is to secure that the 
budgetary provisioh lor the salaries, pensions, and allowances ol certain 
c laase s of public servants shall not be submitted to the votes of the legisla- 
tures in India. This involves amendment of the law in two directions ; — 
(i) The extension* in the case of persons whose salaries and pensions are 
mt present exempted from the vote of the legislatures, of the same exemption 
to other emoluments. The Government of India Act. 1919 exempted only 
the salariet and pensions of such personn. and owing to technical meaning 
ol these terms in Indian practice, there is at present a certain difficulty in 
clatoi^^S *1 * salary * certain allowances which form part of an officer's 
regular remuneiatioo. or the reimbunement of expenses incurred by him 
in the contse of official business; (lit the Act removes from the vote of 
the legislatures the * salaries and pensions *• however defined, only ol persons 
appointed by the Crown or the Secretory of State in Council. But the 
concessions grantedk as the result ol the recommendations made in the 
Report ol the* Royal Commission in the Superior Civil Services in India* 
have not been confined to persons appointed by the Secretary of State in 
Council (who, broadly speaking., conatst of the members of the services 
known as ' All-lbdia Ssrvices *)• They have been extended to members of 
the Superior Services, both central and provincial, who are appointed ^ 
the Government of India and local Governments. It wonld not be consis- 
tent that public servants who enjoy the benefits of concessions granted 
by the Secretory ol State in Council should dspt nd for the yearly provision 
nl thsiv remuneration* upon the votes of the various legislatures. The 
BUI* therefore* proposee to comprehend in the category ol persons whose 
* lalaiiaB and pensions * are to be * non-votobie.* such existing (but no fntore) 
membeis ol Services declared by rules to be * Superior Services*' as were 
appokuM by the Govecament of India or a local Goverameot. 

A Moral Obligatioa* 

** The printiple ol the Bill has already bceu accepted on second reading 
in Nto House of Lords, and the committee endora.* it without heiitation. 
ITbey sei^to iuUy the moral obligatioo on the imperial Government to 
preserve tile spirit ol the Government of India Act. 1919. and on broad 
prindplas they are opposed to any invasion ol ths powers of thelegis- 
fialatesin India.) At the same time they consider the Bsie-guaiding of 
jBtanst* ol the public services in India to be a doty which most be 
Mfilled in the interests ol the proper working ol the new Constitutioa* 
and they are not apprehensive that the privilege cow proposed will 
impair tho proper disci^ine ol the eesvices^ the proper authority. 

** Thoci«imittto*boforo procetdiog to amend the Bill, had tbeadvnntago 
of bearing the views ol tho Under Smetury ol State lor india on variooa 
amooAMnto which wero pmposed. They now proceed to deal with these 
hmendmento In sonio detail. In the first place, it was proposed to insert 
ytor danse I* page a. line 10. and also aitei clause 1. page 3* liao 4. a 
now iobetcticn going farther than the Bill provided, by afiording the 
oaino proteedbn to certain persons whom the Secretary of Statern Council 
mop nomo^ alter otrlilying timt exemption is justified by the circumstances 
ol their oitgiael appointment. 

** khlsenMndment* alter caiefid deliberation, the committee have agreed 
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Saperior Servicae. 

** TIm loUowiiig views on ibis nmeodment weie pot beloie tlie committee 
by tike Onder-Secietnry of State for India. He considered timt the 
amendment wa:^ unnecessary, as the BiU as it stands gives power to dassily 
as * superior (and thereby to make their salaries non-votable) any services 
or poM which have a sutus or responsibiUty comparable aitii those of 
the * All-lndia * or * Central ' Services. He stated that the Government 
proposes to adopt that criterion in deciding whether any provincial service 
or post is to be classified an * superior * lor the purposes of this Bill. The 
Government does not advise the inclusion of a number of persons who, 
judged by the above mentioned criterion, could not be classified as holding 
* superior * appointments, it considers that this would detract too much 
from the powers of the legislatures. In the matter of protecting any 
Provincial bervices or posts which can be shown to be comparable in 
bUtus or responsibility to AlMndia and Central Services, the (^vemment 
is prepared to go farther than the recommendation contained in the Re^t 
of the Royal Commission presided over by Lord Lee of Fareham. It does 
not, however, mean to extend those recommendations to the Provincial 
Services as a whole, or to selected individual members. To attempt to do 
so would, in its opimon, re-open the whole question oi the clasbification oi 
the Services and the distribution of conUol over them which has beer* 
efiected on the basis of the Act of 1919* 

** The committee have given the closest attention to those arguments, 
but have decided to insert the amendments, subject, of course, to whatever 
drafting alterations may be considered necessary to give efiect to its 
purpose. Their view is that there are appointments, here and there, which 
it would be difficult or even improper to classify as * superior,* but whiclA 
are yet held ai present by persons who weie originally appointed in 
circumstances which gave them the right to expect and which in fact entitle 
them to the same measure of protection as will extend to members of the 
new * Supttior ' Services. Such cases, it is anticipated, will not be numer- 
ous; they raise no racial question, as the proposed privilege will be open 
to all public seivants alike ; and the S^retary ol State will not exercise 
his power ol individual exempuon without investigating the particular 
conditions under which each claimant was appointed. The number ol 
officers thus privileged will steadily diminish and the co m mittee do not 
regard the concession as constituting sny appreciable derogation from the 
powers of the legislatures while it will remove any sense of grievance from 
a few meritorious officials. 

** The second smendment which the committee have inserted is one which 
was put in at the request oi the State, and is not in any sense controversial. 
It is. to supply an accidental omission in section 90 (b) of the Act 01 i 9 S 9 r 
by adding the Words * in Council * after * Secretary ol Slate * as in the 
rest of that section, 

** The ilkird and last amendment which the committee have adopted 
was not dealt with by the Under-Secretary of State, and the committee 
did not. therefore, have th^ benefit ol hie advice before consideiing it. 
The object of the amendment it to extend to all officers whose saLrie* ate 
hoo-votable the same proteciion as section 97 (b) provkiee for officers 
appuiated by the Secretary ol State in Conocil. Ti.e piovinons under which 
tue salaties of officers are not submitted to the vote ol the legislative 
Councils would be nugatory if there were no special limitation to the power 
of aheiishing their appoiutments. 

** The committee were advieed that ihia emendment does come wiihm 
the scope Ol the Biii. Alter diecumion, however, they came to the omi- 
cliiaioa that this aooitionai piotecuun is necsssary, and the amendment 
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tras carried. They ocNHlder that the amendmeDt la oonaiateot witii the 
reoommendatloa made ia pangiaili 37 of the Report of the Royal Ccmi- 
mlaalaii. They 'lorther cooi M er that in the event of the reoommendatioa in 
paragraph 27 ol that Report being adopted by tbe Government, thin 
aafegoard will be valuable. The Report recommenda that an appeal ahonld 
only be finally referred to the Secretary ol State provided that tbe caee la 
Certified by tbe Public Seivicea Conuniaaion • (when aet np) aa a fit one for 
euch appeal. 

*' In coocluaion, the committee tmet that any rules which are made by 
tbe Secretary of State in Connell under aection 96 (c) (2) of tbe Govein* 
ment of India Act, 1919. will be referred to them. They consider that 
tbe future and the security of tenure of public servants in India may be 
so mater^lly affected by tbe functions of the Public Services Commission, 
that tbe rules’ governing the Powers of that body and tbe question of the 
final right of appeal against its dedtion should not be approved by the 
Imperial l^rliament until they have been submitted to exhaustive exami- 
nation **. 


The Bill in the Lords 

In the House of Tiords. on the 9th July 1 926i dealing with the Joint 
Committee’s amendments to the Indian Civil Service Bill, Lord BIRKEN* 
HEAD said the proposals to extend the number and the range of beneficiaries 
exceeded the scope, of the bill. They were supported neither by the Govern* 
ment of India nor by the India Office and were quite unworkable. They 
involved either raoial discrimination or the withdrawal of officers from the 
control of the Council to an unjustifiahle extent and would create more 
grievances than they removed. He therefore, asked the House to reject them. 

Lord MESTON, as Chairman of the Joint Committee, explained the 
reasons for tbe proposals. He disclaimed any intention ef giving tbe scheme 
a racial aspect. 

Lord AMPTHILL, in the course, of his speech, said that in the speech 
that Lord Birkenhead had just delivered there was no suggestion that any* 
thing would be done to aoooid provincial officers tbe protection to which 
they weie entitled and without which it was impossible for them to render 
efficient service. Tbe committee wss only trying to repair the omission of 
the Lee Commissioii and empower the Secretary of Sute to protect offioers 
of precisely the same etass and Ae same olaims aa those he was protecting 
alr^y. The rejeotion of the oommittee's reoommendations would, be a 
very serious blow to tihe handful of provineial officers concerned, who had 
been pli^ibg the game and doing their best to make the reform scheme work* 
able and their disap^intment would be felt by the whole of tbe services 
of Indhu 

Lord SYDENHAM couourred with Lord Ampthill's views and declared 
that the elfeet ol the rqjjeetioii of the proposal would be to decrease the con- 
fklenee ef our fellow-eitisens in India. 

Lord PERL pointed out that Lord Birkenhead's proposals went a good 
deal fuither than the proposals of the Lee Ck>mmifsion. 

Lord OLIVIER said that ahhough the report of the oommittee was 
aooeptedwithout a dtvtskm theie^^^'i^^ of opinion prevkmsly. 

He was sure that Lord Birkenhead, his Council in tke India Office and the 
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OoTerttment bad folly oonsidared the qoaatioo of pottibla hirdahip andt 
thereforSf be did not see tbe slightest neoassity for the House of Lords to 
make tbsmselres more Royalist than tbe Qoremmeot. 

The debate resolved itself into a dsooltory oonversation betweeu Lord 
Brkenhead and Lord Olivier on tbe one hand and Lords Meston. Ampthill. 
Sydenham and Harris on the other. In the end the oommittee's amendment 
extending the range of benefioiaries was rejeeted by 55 votes to 29 and the 
conseqaent»al amendment dealing with the same j^int was rsjeoted without 
division. Tbe Majority was oomposed of members of the Oovarnmeiit, a 
few Conservative peers, and the Labour Opposition. The minority was made 
up mainly of Liberals and reactionaries. 

The amendment adopted by the committee, extending to all officers 
whose salaries were non* votable the same protection as was provided to officers 
appointed by the Secretary of State, ms opposed by Lord Birkenhead on 
the ground that it was outside the scope of the bill and was rejected without 
a division. After the adoption of the committee’s drafting amendment, the 
bill, as amended in this respect, was passed by the committee. 


The Bill in the Commons 

On the 4TH DECBMBKR in t’ne House of Commons in moving the 
second reading of the Indian Services Hill Karl WINTBRTON re-echoed the 
substance of Lord Birkenhead’s spent * in the Lords on April 1. and dwelt on 
the excellent effect of the adoption ol the l^e Commission’s recommendations 
upon the services. He declared it waa doubtful . as the Act stood, whether the 
Indian legislatures could not refuse to vote supply for the provision of passage 
allowances to civil servants to and from Britain, and that tbe measures 
giving effect to the Lee recommend . tions had beneficially affected recruiting 
for the Indian Civil Service. The v v.^nt examination gave great grounds 
for hope that the old standard of quai’.y and quantity would be maintained. 

Mr. SCURR, in moving the s.joction. complained nf the introduction 
at the late hour of an important measure affecting the lives of 300 
millions of people. He stated that t; c only way of fulfilling the responsibility 
for India was to grant her one of the * lost efficient bodies in the world, and 
concluded by saying that no Labouri.'! would oppose proper payment for tbe 
work done but the obligation for it Kngiand’e not India’s and hoiioe it 
ought to be a charge on tbe British and not the Indian exchequer. 

Mr. SAKLATVALA seconded tbe motion. In the middle of bis speech 
the debate was automatically ac|joumed under tbe standing orders. 

On the 8TH DKCKMBKR in the Commons Mr. Scurr’s motion for tbe 
rejection of the Bill was rejected by 241 votes to 77. The Bill passed the 
•econd reading and was conunitted to the Standing Committee. 

In the course of the debate on tb'i Bill. Mr. LANSBURY said that tbe 
passing of the legislation hero in the teeth of tbe opinion of the Indian 
Assembly was an intent ion.al insult to tbe Ji diati people. The Commons 
should not impose on the revenues of India charges that the Assembly would 
not accept if it were consulted. 

Sir Frank NELSON believed .hat the Civil Service could he a great 
power in promoting tbe Indo-Lrittsb understanding and hastening full 
dominion self-government for India. 

15(e) 
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Mr. BAKEB askid lor ao nodartaldog from Earl WinlorfeoD that ka 
would aiKpiin into tha cooditioos of aanrioa of Europaan ami^aaa in tfaa 
Indian OMuanoa dapaitoaiit and prorida a machinary wbarakj ^eir raaaon- 
aUa ra pr aaa ntati o n a might ha hnmght to tha notioa of tha Saorataiy of State. 

Mr. Wardlaw MILNE* aopporNng tha Bill* auggasted that it ahonld ba 
aaada alaar than it appliad to man ol tha DoircoYanaot^ aanrioea whoia work 
was all within on# prorinoa. It might aaailj ha amandad* if naaaiaary* Iqr 
providtng for tha raappointmoaft of tbeaa man hy tha Saerataqr ol Stata. 

Mr. SNELU memhar of tha Jmnt Commktae* agraad that it was an 
odrantega te ImliaBa that Iha C^il Sarviea ahonld ba happy* oontandad and 
afieiant* hot ha proteatad agafnat tha form ol tha Bill* which auggaated that 
Indians oodd not ha tnuted te da the right thing by tha Gird Senrica. 

Col. WEDOWOOD oiMifiainad. that tha Bill was obicnra and suggested 
that anah a ehaaga aa was oontamplated in tha Bill should ba left over until 
tha Royal Comanmioii had rapoitad. Ha suggested the appointmaiit of a 
aommtaaioD to atiqniio into tha wages and state of workers in India. 

Earl WINTEBTON* after explaining tha purpose of tha Bill* amphaaisad 
that in no aanaa waa it a raaa Bill but waa eonoarned witib Indiana and 
Ebiropaana. It waa tnia that the majority in the Assembly bad rajedad the 
Bill* hut every Indian member of the Commission had signed the report, 
whieh waa unanimona. It waa a striking tribute to tha way in which 
Indiana and Europeana could work together that they had produced so 
aaoallaut and unanimons a report. Whatever might be the opinioo of some 
Indians* aa quoted by the mamhars opposite* be believed that tha great bulk 
of opinioo— which* altar all* was aansible, reasonable and fairmiuded— 
favonrad adequate aalariaa and emoluments for Indians and Europeans 
earring tha Grown in India. 


The Bill in the Lords Again 

On tha aama day* tha 8TH DECEMBER* in the Lords Lord LEE withdraw 
hie motion moved tha day before aa a^consequenea of the receipt of an assurance 
from Lord Birkenhead that ha intended passing the Civil ^rviees Bill in the 
present saiaion. Lord Birkenhead daclarad that Lord Lea waa right in assuming 
that it would ba disastrous if tha Bill failed to pass both Houses in the praent 
aeaaioD. Lord Birkenhead revealed a * vary unfortunate difference of opinion ' 
in tha Joint Committee* which made a recommendation which the Oovern- 
mant waa bnaUa to accept and which had tha effect of delaying tha Bill 
six waaki* jaopaidising its fortuuaa in the crowded seaaion. He did not 
doubt that tha Couaarvativaa appreciated the high imperial oonsaquanoea of 
paming the maaanas. and aa regard the Labofuritaa, it would ba true to say 
that ttia Bill waa tha same aa Lord Olivier reoommended to his colleagues 
and aotoally gained informal assent when the Labour Goverument fall. 

On tha 14TH DECEMBER it waa announced that tha Indian Civil 
fiarviaaa KU had been passed by the Standing Committee without any. amend- 
ment. On tha UilH DECEMBER tha House of Commons p^aed the third 
reading of tha Bill w iibout a divieii * . It was than sent to His Mricsty the 
Sing who gave his Koyal Aaaent to the Bill on the 22nd December. 
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Indians in South Africa 

A Historical Review 

The itory of the long and eevere persecution of oor induatriouei law- 
abiding and helpless countrymen in ISoiith Africa forma one of the moat 
painful chapters in the history of the British connection with India. A bare 
recital of the wrongs wantonly inflicted on them is sufficient to lacerate the 
heart of any Iridiau. No living Indian can forget to his dying day the 
heroism with which the Indiana aettled in South Africa facoti martyrdom in 
order fo save the honour of the country oi their onpw. Alter undergoing 
indescribable tufferiiigs. the memory of which Ktill roiiaes the bitterest 
reaeritment in ovir hearts, they won for themselves a )K)sttioii not wholly 
incompatible with human self-respect. The settlement arrived at in 1914 
was Isr from being a final solution of their grievances. But it was believed 
that their consent to the restriction of imniigratiuM into South Afnca v.-nuld. 
by removing from the mirKla of the South A > ixs the avyrcbeiision <;t a* 
UBlimited ttifiux of Indian immigrants, bring abt .: a change in the attitude 
of the latter and enable them to secure by pc (Mission the removal of the 
diaabOities they still laboured under. General Smuts himself, speaking at 
the Imperial Conference in 1917, stated : 

*Now thst the f«sr which formerly obeemert srtilMv hss been removed, the great 
priaeiple of rettrieteii iroroigntioa for which they (South Africans) have contended ia 
oa our sutote book with th«; consent of the Indian popnlation in .Sooth Africa and the 
antborities in India, and that being to, I think that the door is open bow fur a peaoefai 
and statesmanlike solution of all the naiitor adminisinit ve troubles which ucoorred aad 
will ooenr from time to time/ 

At the Imperial Conference of 1918, in the ennrse of the debate which 
took place on Lord Siuha’s Memorandum on the position of lodfant in 
the aelf-governing colonies and the raeolotion on the subject placed before the 
Conference. Mr. Barton said : 

* As Isr as we are concerne<i, it is only fair to say— and it Cie truth— that we 
have found that the Indians in oor midst ia Sontb Africa, who form n certain parts a 
very sobiitantiai portion ot the popaiation, are good, iaw.abidiog, «iuiet citiseni^ and 

it is oar doty to tee toat they are tieaied as kaman Mags, and in a piuper manner 

As far as we are concerned lo Sonih Africa, we are in agrcccie:.: this resolotion, 

and nleo with the proposal reftrrring the Memorandom to the coniiil* i,’ .on of oor Oovern- 
meat, and we will give it the moet sympatbette coostderailou that w«* can, oertnioty.* 

Yefe, ns soon as the war ended, the omaade agaiiiat Indiana waa ravlfad 
and na Act was passed in 1919 whidi eurteiled the trading rights of Indians 
in the mining areas in the Transvaal and deprived them of their existing 
rights of soquiring landed property by fonniog registered eompantea end 
by becoming registered holders of mortgaged bonda over fixed piwpaity 
whieh had long been officially reoogniaod. To-day. the Tranaveal Indiane 
acquire fixed property only in eneh streets, wards and looetkme es the 
Oovemiiieot for purposes of eaoitetioo shall assign to them to live in. Aad 
the Iwenaiiif lews ere sdmioistered in tneh a XMoner m to bring ebool the 
16 
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fdo of Ib&o tadm. 0mm hovo oeoumd in whuh anBi B ipJ ommIs 
lofimd lietwa to Aiirtni oo libe aok ffomd of fMr mtionilftyi 

Tn Asuno Ehquibt CoMiiiogmi. 

In 1920 tho ory wm niiod tliot there bad been o hose vohnrfol infliiz 
of Indkoe into Sooth Alrieo end o oommiieion known oi tiie Anitie Xnqniiy 
CSoondaion woe appointed to enquire into the pfOTidono of the law iffeetiiif 
the aequifition of land by Aiiatioo and Uieir trading righta The 
loond that the allegation that the number of Indiana had greatly Inereaaed 
in recent yean and wm continuing to inereaae waa wholly uitonded. 
Neither in the TianaTaal nor in Natal had any material inereaae in the 
Indiao population taken plaoe. AUegatiooa with regi^ to the eonpetitioo 
between IndSan and Ewpean tradera made hf highly reapeetable and 
repreeen^fe witneaaee were found to be gr^y ezaggeiiM. Said the 
Conmiaaion : 

* And • grmt mukj Soropmn witseiaea of repate ietUfled to the honeety and fair 
gaoling of Indian traden and oonsiderabJ*? number of well-knoioi wbolcmle mdehanta 
dowribed tham aa tboronghly reliable men to deal with. In fact, oomplaintt were made 
by Baropean retail traden tfaaC Aaiatiee bate an advantage over them, in being able 
to oaeare better tenna from wboleMle merchanta.' 

In the TransYaal itself where the colour prejudice it intense, testimony 
in iafour of Indian trader was forthcoming : 

* Appeals were made to the Oummistion by members of the farming commonity 
not to interfere with the trading rights of Asiatics in country districts. It was pointed 
eat that, i! tbejr are debarred from trading, the farmers would be left at the mercy of 
ths alien Bvropean trader who is alleged to be far worse than the Asiatic. The latter, 
U la said, is bom^st iu his dealings, sells at reasonable prices, gives credit in retail and does 
not press bis orerlitor unduly ; while the former is often oishonest, generally exorbitant 
nnd exacting, and aims at eventually getting a mortgage on the land of bit debtor.* 

The iiot ii that charges are brought against Indians from time to time 
not haoause there is any reality in them, but in order to have some pretext 
or other for their expulsion from South Africa. Wrote the Commission 

■ Beveral witnesses advocated compulsory segregation both as to trade and residence, 
candidly staled that they suppcricd it onsy as a meant to an end, that end being to drive 
Astattca cut ot the counliy ; 

And this statemeut, although made with regard to the Tranavaal, applie* 
oqually to Natal where representative farmers 

'expressed very strong v.ews as to the desirability of "eliminating the Asiatic*' 
Irom the oonntiy which, they admitted, was the object aimed at by their representations." 

According to the statement made by Sir B. N Sarma during the debate 
in the Council of State on the Immigration into India Bill, while there are 
6 million Africans and 1 i million whites in South Africa, the total number 
of Indfans is only about 160,000. They are outnumbered in the ratio of 
10 to 1 by Europeans and the Union Immigration Act effectually preTcnU 
the entry of new Indians. These facts must make it obvioue to the meanest 
uuderstanding tharthe agitation against Indians on the ground that they 
might swamp Europeans is baseless and that it is founded ou the lowest 
ptqjudioee tbit can degrade human beings. 

In 1921 further attempts were made to enoroaeb oo the rights of fodiaus. 
In 1928 or 1933 tha Natal Proviooial Couueil was, it ie beUeved* eueburaged 
by tha Uiikm Govemment to enact 80 ordinanoe prohilnting ludHuis in the 
Duclian mnuidpali^ from making purebaaes at publie aalea oi mnnieipal land. 
ImI pear an ordinanee was pa eee ^ depriving Indime in Netal of the 
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•amaiid liMdriM that had axweiiad am liaM it «M iMkitiMit Id th«ir 
p nrrH^ lha dapotatioa haadad by Sir OinAair PatiL SarL and ineladiag 
both hdiMM aad BagUahmaa which waited aa Ua Eaoallaner tta Tioaray 
aa tea SSte Jaaaary atated teat tea moaieipd traadiiaa waa aoiaBtaly aaaarad 
to I pd i w bg: tea Natal OoTammaat whaa thay wara daprirad oi tea 
pirliaBantary iraaohiaa in 1S98. Thia atetamaiA ia aapportod by Mr. Polak, 
teatraa aod triad friaad of ladiaaa abroad.' who aaid in hia pomphlat, 
tea * ladiatf of Sbate Afrioa ’ whieh waa pablitead in 1909. that 

• tbe Iftte Sir John RoUvon and Mr. B. Sceombe. fomerlj Preaileri of Katalp 
apnmiy promind tbe Indian oonunnnitj that their manieipal franohiie would now bo 
taken away Croin them.* 

Batf eTideotly in the ethical code of the South Afrionn whites, e promiae* 
gifCD to non-whitea hea oo htoding force and may be Mt at naught aa aooo 
as the purpose for which it was made has been acoompliahed* 

.'Hs Ck>LOUR Bar Bill. 

Another attempt waa made in 1924 to humiliate Indiana General Smuts, 
whp bad uaed eoaciliatory words at the Imperial Conference of 192S soon 
after hia return to itonth Afrioa introduced into the Union Aaaembly the Claaa 
Areas Bill which proridad for the commercial and residential segregation of 
Indians in municipal areas throughout the Union. Owing to the general elec- 
tion which took place in South Afrioa early last year and whieh resulted in the 
defeat of Geneial Smuts, the Bill lapsed. But general Hertaog, the new Prime 
Minister, while stating to the Union Parliament that he would not proceed 
with the Class Areas Bill, committed the Goremment to the principle of 
segregation in urban areas and promised to bring forward a suitable measure 
to give effeot to that policy. The Mines and Works Act Amendment Bill, 
whieh waa introduced iy General Hertiog's Gk>yeromeiit, restricted the 
employment of Asiatics and Afrioaos in certain occupations and was an 
attempt to drire Indians out of Sooth Africa. Neither Indians nor Africans 
were allowed to put their case before the select committee and the BUI 
though opposed by General Smuts, was passed by the Union Assembiy. The 
Senate, where General Smuts commands a nuuority, howerer threw aot the 
Bin. It was belisTsd that the rigection of the Rll would relie?e our coontiy- 
men of anxiety at least for a year aod gire the Government of India time to 
enter into oegoHattoDs with the Union Government. But a new Bitl» 
apparently more extensive in its scope than the refected Bill, has alrea^ been 
inboddeed into the Union Parliament aod as it proceeds on the principle 
which uoderiay the Class Areas Bill for which General Smuts* Government 
was responsible, it is unlikely that it would encounter any difBeulty in its 
passage through either Rouse of Parliament. The Bill not only aims, like 
the Ciaas Areas Bill, at the residential and eommeroial segregation of TtJiite*** 
hot also restricts the right of Indians to acquire la^, specially in Natal. 
Italao proposes to aaseod the Immigrants' Regulation Act with the oWeet of 
potting a clop to the elleged influx of lodiaoe, eepeeialJy women, whieh was 
dhp r o ve d by the eoquiriee of tbe Aaiatie Enquiry Commission and tbe Cencue 
of 19SI whloh eonoboreted their eonolueioiie. Mr. PdUk s cablegram makea 
Oi isor that, like the Cleae Aieai BfU, the oew BUI nlao appliee to the Oape 
IirfiMwboinieylhepafllameotmry fraoohia^ Tbqy were able laet year to 
cMie thMr rnnh^ f fom the opeiilioo of the Areio BiU by eolM^ 

But there ii no eeeiyolr 

thMthnpwiBbeeqnBUyloflioiM ttkyea^^ lodeedg the laaeonr with wMeh 
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the saw GoTWfimtB^ k ^fwiiDc IndiiM vmkm ns ter Itek Ch^t Jn&tum 
too will bo rodnood 'to tho potHaon of bololrp wbieb Indtei io Ite ItemOl 
oeoapf. Tho UoioD bOroniiiioot oeeoaod Indiosa of Tiohtiflc ^ S a ter 
QmaSId o^omoDt bj oontinniug to ooqoiro Uod in tho Tnnonol nndiv 
^0 proTiaioiio of oortoin lowi whidi onoblo thorn to dotet fte low prbhi- 
biting thorn iron toqniring lond ozoept in orooo aet oport lor thorn. teTo 
thoir ooto linco 1918 boon otod romotolj in oonfomity With tho lottor or 
spirit of that agreomoot Y In proportion as tho Union OoTomnont haro te 
that Indians baro boon weakoned by tho doath of thoir tedors or thoir 
dopartoro from South Airioof they haro shown a strongor dotermiiwtion to 
aet in ottor ditrogard of tho agroomont and to crush life out of Slo Intena. 

Tho Ministor of tho Interior doolarod. in tho Union Parliamont that tho 
Bill proeoodod on tho assumption that tho Indian was an i^on in South 
Africa* It is a well'known fact that Indians* wont to South Africa at tho 
roquoit of the Natal Govemmont and that Natal owes all its prosperity to 
Indian labour. It is Known to-day as the * Garden of South Africa.’ Tho 
AciMio Enquiry Commission stated that more than half tho Indfans in Natal 
wore bom in South Africa and the deputation that waited on Uio Vicoroy 
in January 1925 sud that two-thirds of tho Indian population in South Africa 
was bom there. Novortholoss. Indians are to he treated as aliono and tho 
European filled ifith racial pride* greed and hypocrisy is to bo treated • as 
the rightful owner of the country and given the monopoly of all its resouroes. 

Tho authority of the Asiatic Enquiry Commission has boon quoted in 
faTOur of some of the provisions of the Bill. . It is true that tho Cennmissibn 
was in favour of the allocation of separate areas for rosfdential and. commereial 
purposes for Asiatics in tho Transvairi and Natal believing that if tho arosa 
wore suitably and properly looked after by the municipal authoritiee* Asiatte 
would voluntarily occupy them. It also recommended that Asiatics should 
bo prevented by legtetion from acquiring land except in tho ooostal belt 
* extending (say) from 20 to 30 miles inland/ on tho ground that this would 
bo rogi^od as no groat hardship by Indians as they wore adopted to it by 
country farming and the climate and system of agriculture in tho coastal belt 
suited them tet. It must be pointed out, however* that those recommend* 
otions have been strenuously opposed by Indiana Besides* Mr. Dundan 
Baxter* one of the members of the Commission who- opposed the proposed 
restrierion of the right of Asiatics to acquire land in Natal to the coas t al boh* 
observed: 

* It terns, to me s rctrogisdc propoMl incoofrittent vritb other conelntioitt la the 
report| ikbiob are looiuled on the idea of Toiontarjr leparation and not oonpaltory. It 
it alto a rettriction of existing rights of ownership and, in the cate of ex-indentaied 
ladiaas and their desoendnnis, n hraach of the oonditions of rccrnitBent which I think 
•henld he sompaionsly adhered to in the interests of. good feeling nnd the sense of fair, 
piny, so neoessarj in onr relations with the Indians in South Africa and the Oovemment 
of India.* 

It would be vain to hope that Sooth Africa wnioh la loec co au aeose 
of bmur and fairplay would pay the slightest oonsideretion to these wise 
words. The Commission unanimous^ recommended certain ehanges in their 
lioenaing laws which would have made the position of Indians tmdbr, Wbst 
steps have been taken to give effect to them by a government which is ever 
rea^ to invoke the authority of the Commission in support of the racial' 
biuemess that fills its heart f Indians have for long eiuoyed the same rights 
as regards the ownership of land in Natal v h?ch owes ^ its present poailte 
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l» lit MmET of thoio fll*pftid and dovn-troddio moo ood wo ooeoot 
opMOOt toioqr obatniir of^thme riobOi boeooio of tkm bliad yr^odioo whioh 
ii ooMidBod iowoidt Umm Uf Smopoon lormoio Id ood whioh » 
botaf dilibofofeolj poadefod to bf fhe Sooth Afrioui GoTonmiODt 

Oor poo M o o wiA ropiod to aogrogotion io oqooUy door. It it o tioro- 
foood ottompt to aqoooae lodioot oot of South. Afrioo. Betidet, wo tro 
lof pri tt d thiA tto OoBunlttion whioh eoDdomood tho loootiont tot opart for 
io M TimotToal beoauao of their nogloeted and inaoDitary oooditioD 
abd ioood tho ooodltloDa io ooo of them to be to ‘ appalliog * at to be oom- 
peDod to wrtte * it la difieoh to oonoeive of a worae alum eziating in any 
part of tho woild * aboold hare reoommended aegregation. It oertainly made 
it elear that roaidoooo in aegragated areaa ahould be wholly voluntary, that 
tho Aiiatie goarton for trading porpoaea ahould be located within municipal 
limitib aod that a apeoially aeleoted board ahould be entruated with the 
Tybrtmtffr of areaa for porpoaea of trade aod reaidenoe. But apart from the 
qmiataon of prinoiple, what Indian can place any faith in the good intentions 
of tho noion OoTomment 1 The oonditiona that eziat in old iocationa would 
bo reprodoood in die new areaa, and what ia worae, the policy of voluntary 
aafregatioo would at no diatant date culminate in oompulaory aeparation. 

the grievaneea of the Suropeana againat the Indiana whioh 
were bid before the Aaiatio Enquiry Commiaaion, there are two to whioh 
apeoial attention ahould lie drawn aa they reveal the real cauaea of the 
bropean antipothy towarda Indiana. Indiana * oarmot be aasimilated and 
their preoenoe b menace to European aupremaoy.* They * deatroy the reapeot 
of nativea lor Suropeana.' They have been admitl^ to be quiet and law- 
abiding bbiaena. Chvgea of oommeroial diahoneaty brought againat them 
have bwn diaproved. ^e Commiaaion received acaroely any objectiona aa 
. rogwda Aaiato trading from the leading European merohanta of Natal. 
The poorer aeotiona of the population repreaonted to the Commiaaion that 
they were of great benefit to the public and more than half of them know 
no other oountry aavo South Africa. Nevertheleaa, they are to be regarded 
aa a peal whioh South Africa ahould get rid of at ' voluntary repatriation.' 
Having faded, proaaure ia to be uaed to supplement the * induoementa ' held 
out to them to leave the oountry. The head and front of their offenoe 
b Alt they obad on their aelf-reapoct, that they are tenaoioua of their 
ifghb aod that their ezample might in oourae of time rouse the oonaobuaneaa 
of tho notivoo who are at preaent but aa the duet beneath the feet of the 
Suropeana Thb b the real reason of the implaoabb hatred of the Europeans 
towards them aod of the perabtent aod bea^em attenipts that are being 
made Io render them homelem and pennileaa. 

What are the Government of India, aod the Britiah Government who 
am to no emoD ezieiit reoponaibb lor the degradatioo of Indiana in South 
Afrfaai foing to do in thb crbb 1 We are aware that the Government of 
Indb have no means of bringing effeolive preaaure to bear on the Unbii 
QMnmmA Bnt they have the power to vindicate lodb’s aelf-reapeot 
The Immfgmlion into Indb Aot waa paaaed in Febmaiy, It24, bnt no 
aalian has ao far been taken by Government to implement it They piietbally 
oppeaed b both b the Aaaembly aod in the Coancd of State. Theyotdecbd 
to Ae Idea ef retaKarion They were almadol wounding the anacef^bfli- 
tbe el the dnmi b n n a . Said 8b Narmb^ Sarma b the Conncfl of S^te : 

*flny am ty m mmaa himpy wHh mgard le this piece af kgWatiea. LetaMamke 
'Aalm plilnaad eiasf that the deteiimeaf de act eadenahe withoM tbe gfavist coaei* 
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i1ef»tioiibeiiiggiTeDtothcMb|tet,tolAlnMijf^whtehMjbeetlMlttcd to do 
harm than good to the IsdiM ptoplo fwideat In thoie dom int ona, to India la — 
t9 Hu tmtrd omwm gooH of Hm BrSM Bmmn. aoUagonthi 


' t hid tiMf to? c got the power to ehoom the time, the o oe ae l o n and 
o( whieh any mlet may haee to be f laoiod, and that they an gieea oompiele Uber^ to 
lodge at to whether any rolea haee to be framed baeiiig regard to the intercita of ladiaaa 
reaident abroad, ben and |o Hu good tto /maraf ChmmomMofS, tbqr do not iaiend to 
oppoae the motion of Sir Devapraaad Sarbaadhiiari for the oonaideratton of the Bill* 


Thii was an "intimaliion to India and the dominiona that the Act would 
remain « dead letter. And OoTemment hare been aa good aa their word. 
They have taken no atepa ao far to frame rolea under the Aet to give 
effect to a policy which waa accepted by the Imperial Conference aa far hadi 
aa in 191R* The Government of India are atill eonaulting the good of the 
general Commonwealth and have yet foond no dominion in reapeet of 
which rulei should be framed. They are afrid leat any retaliatory action 
which they may take ahould deatroy all ehancea of an amicable aettlement at 
the round table conference originally auggeated by Mr. Thomaa (the Coknnal 
Secretary l.which they have aaked for. South Africa haa no aoch lean. It 
hrioga forward an intenaely anti-Indian piece of legislation before going into 
the conference in order to strengthen ita hands in its negotiations with the 
Government of India. There is time yet for the Government of India 
to rise to the height of the occasion and protect Indian honour by retaliating 
against South Africa, particularly through her coal trade which adversely 
affects Indian interests and facilities for the growth of whieh are an inanll 
to the whole nation. The princes and the people of India have the same 
feelings on the question of the treatment of Indiana in South Africa. It la 
the primary duty of the Government of India to act aa a national Govern- 
ment at this juncture. Our countrymen in South Africa are faced by a 
situation of unparalleled danger. This Is no time for hesitation and amnll 
expediencies. The good of India should indispntably be placed above the 
good of the * Commonwealth/ for which no dominion seems to erne. An 
Empire in which we are to be hewers of wood and drawers of water can 
be nothing but a bitter mockery to os. (!%• Lsodtr, AUahahai.) 


The Colour Bar Bill 

Readers of the Register are aware that on the S6th June 19B6 the 
Colour Bar Bill passed itr third reading in the House of AasemUyby a 
mi^rity of votes, ^r. C. F. Andrews’ statement on the ntnathm ersiaad 
in South Africa by the paming of the Bill into law clearty brings out fku 
extent of the humiliation inflicted on Indians there, (see Yid. L) The 
British Empire prided itself on the fact that it was free from the odious 
taint of logii^tlon baaed on the colour of the skin, and the British premier 
waxed ^nent on the last Empire Day on the high prineiplea of eqoaS|y and 
biotherhood in the partnership of the Empire. The pamage of IheBBl in 
the Sooth African Assembly by a large majority laying down ttte colour 
bar against natives and Asiatioo gfves the lie direet to the n tteran si s of tte 
British Premier and marks the culmination of- a polity of laoial arro gaiins 



SBNATB REJECTS COLOUR BAR BILL sa? 

wUeh aiBBOl ooBdaee either to the proaperitj of Ae white aettlera io Sooth 
AfrioB or to iti eoDOOBiie derelopment The following eble eoBimeiite of Ae 
md the Atkniatmm ahow bow Oenenl HeTtaogi the Sooth African 
PreBiier» acted deliberately in a high-handed manner during the paaeage of 
Ae Bffl 

** Oenenl HertMg epprars (obe bent on placing Pbarpab to Qeneni Smun'e Moaea 
To every appeal lor a broader and more eympathetio tieatoieat ot South Afriea'a pm- 
bkent ot laoa aad ooloor he repiiea only by hardening hi* heart. The Colour Bur Bill 
Kuffieieiitly miaobieveue in itieif ; he ia forcing it thniugb in a naaner oatoalated to 
arome the mainnnn of ill-feeling. But April the Tranakei KaUve General Couneil^ the 
moat authoritative native organisation in the country, aako^f leave to piraent a petition 
agafnet the Bill, and to be beard at the Bar of Parliament. Otnerai Hertaog rr fused their 
reqoeat, but pnaniadi that the Council wouM be aiiowed to give evkieoce before the Select 
Committee; It baa now been decided that the Committee thall not take ivideuce. The 
argument appeart to be that the nacivea wiah to give evidence on tbc principle of the 
Hill, which baa alremly been accfrptnl by the House on the second reading ; but tb!!i 
quibble is not likely to satisfy the natives ; and wnen Sir Drummond Chapliug, a member 
of the Committee, raised the question in the House, General Smuts impjored the Govern* 
ment to leverte a decision which natives and Asiatics would regard as a breach laitb, 
as well as n denial of just ice. Genet al Herizitg, however, was aiiaroant and the motiori ^ 
was defeated in a division on strict paity lines. The consequences of this wanton provo- 
cation are likely to be serious**. 

Senate rejects the Bill 

On Ae Slid July 1925 the Bill oame up for discuauion and final ralifioa- 
tiou in Ae SonA African Senate. On this day Ae second reading of Ae 
KU was moved and speeches were made strongly opposing Ae Bill. On 
Ae 7A July Ae delate was resumed ip the Senate and speeches delivered 
for end against Ae Bill was on a high level. Ultimately the Senate r^jeeted 
the Bill 17 votes to IS. It is a curious coincidence that the South Afriean 
Senate rqeeted Ae Bill on Ao same day on which Lord Birkenhead oalled 
upon Ae Domioioiio, from his place in the House of Loids» to remember 
t^*'in every measure they took Aey should ezbeust every effort to 
avoid such diserimination as must deeply wound Ae aoeieiitaiid dignified 
peoples of India’’. 


The principle speakers on this day (lA.) were Mr. De Wet, Leader of 
Ae Oppo^oBi end Mr Bpyers, Minieter of Mines. 

Mr. De Wet went so far as to assert that Ae reel motive behind Ae Bill 
was once h»r ell to establish Europeao superiority in Ae industrial world. 
The Bill waa noAing hut a ory of despair. He agreed that if Ae white 
men was to oontinue Us ezistenoe in this country by a polky of oppressipD» 
he would rather see Europeen Civilisarion in South Afriee ended. 

Mr. Bcyeie on Ae other bend maintaiiied that Ae ehmidonment ol the 
ooloor her meent the wiping out of white dvilisition in SonA Afriee end 
eondoded wiA a lengAy speech in which he declared that Ae Govemment 
wee Inllly eenewon e oi Ae importeooe of Ae Bill whieb eodd not be Inrtto 
reoonndirad. The Govemmeiit’s mind wee made up. Then waa no obanoo 
of akffing Us daeMo B . The Oovemment eonsideied it desifaUe tinfi the 
,Bfll shoold h ep o Bis hw ns eoon ae possIMe, 



The New Class Areas Bill 

Hia reaction of tlia Coloar Bar BQl bj tiia Sootih Afrioaii Saoala lad 
manj i»aopla to baliaya that it woold raliara India of amdaty at laaat lor' a 
yaar and giva tha GoTammant of India tima to antar into nagotiationa with 
tha Union GoTammant. But a new Bill> mora axtandra ^ in ite aoopa than 
tha ngaotad Bill was iutfoduaad in tha Union Parliamant d foiini^t ]atar» 
and aa it prooaada on tha prinoipla which ondarlay the Claaa Araaa lEKU 
for which Ganl. Snnta* GoTarnmant was raaponaibla, it ia unlikely that it 
would anoountar any difficulty in ita paaaaga through cither Houaa of 
Parliraant. 

Aa it ia vary difficult to undaratand tha farraaohing implicationa of tha 
Bill without a atudy of other anaotmanta ralating to immigration, Aaiatie 
registration ate. which it proposed to amend, wa give below a oommuni* 
cation dealing with tha provisions of tha Bill, received by the Indian Piaaa 
by tha middle of Saptambar, under tha signature of Mr. Amad Bayat, tha 
l^idant and the two Joint Sacratariaa of tha Natal Indian Congraaa. Wa 
command a careful pamaal of it to our raadan. 


An Analyaia of the Piopwona of the Bill 

** The South African Indian Commnnity are faced with impending re- 
preaalve legislation which vitally atfecta their residence, both legal and 
otherwise, in this country. The Minister in introducing the BUI aganmyi 
that the Indians were aliens. 

The veaCeil interests of the Indian community who have been heiw 
for nearly a century are large enough to necessitate immediate action and 
protest on our part, bat being voteleas, our protest so far can only be 
rais^ ineffectively. Our salvatioo Uea wholly and entirely in the sober 
infloences that you might exert upon the Indian and British Governments, 
and for this reason we ask that apart from our efforts here you* for yonr 
part take immediate steps to prevent the pr oposed legislation ever becoming 
law. A copy of the proposed Bill which was introdnc^ in the past aesiioa 
of the Union ParUament is sent to yon srith this letter and also a copy 
of the various sections of the laws which this BUI seeks to alter or add to« so 
that you may better appreciate the effects of the changes ic seeks to create. 

* The present Bill is divided into four chapters, the first chapter deala 
with reservation oLareas, the second with amendments to. the Immigtmots 
Regulation Act, the third with the regiatration of Asiatics in the Transvaal 
and the fourth is supplementary.- 

CBama 1, 

«* Before diaciiasiDg this chapter, ffie reader most be told \bat at present 
in Natal and the Cape Provinces, an Indian is free to bi^ tell or lease 
land. In Orange Free State and the Ttanavmal certain llmitatioaa in thia 
respect exist, bat the avowed ohject of the Bill being to affect »«***•*«. 
as openly admitted by the Mhiittar npotf the first reading, and Natal 
having a popoUtloo of 140,000 Indlaan, it is clear that we in Natal will 
particnlarly and Immediately naffer becpaae the present BUI p rovidea lor; 
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THS CL1S3 AStBA3 BILL 

**|a) Areas to be set apart ia towas aad cities aad oalj la each areas 
ahall lacBaas be permitted to bay aad sell laad. They will alao luiTe to 
trade ia these areas ooly aad ao other. All bosiaetees aow eaiitiog else- 
where oader lease shall cease by efflasioa of time of the cncreat lease or 
by the death of preseat lessee. This meaas that withia a Tery short period 
of tuae most ladiaa businesses will cease to exist outside of the area. 
Indian property owners who to-day are receiving f Air rents will be deprived 
of their reasonable income because their business and residential places 
will not be taken up by the European commuaa^ at a fair rental. We 
would point out that this portion of the Bill deliberately takes away what 
we now have and practically compulsorily forces up a to segregated aieae 
in towns and cities. 

** (b, This chapter further proviJes that the Governor-General may 
proclaim that no indian ahall boy or* lease land more than 30 nules away 
from the coast line except from an Ind an within that 30 miles .f by 
proclamation areas are set apart within those 30 miles, then Indians will 
gradually, in the same way as townships and cities by force of circumstances, 
be compelled to go into these areas. Tnis means that Indiana will be 
debarred from purchasing or leasing properties anywhere in the province 
as they now are entitled to do and will, upon the completioh of their 
present leases, be compelled to give up their residence and to close down 
t.ieir businesses, or go into ttie area if there is one within the said 30 miles, 
and if there is no such area proclaimed that business must necessarily 
cease. On a hurried computation it is estimated that 500 to 700 Indian 
business premii>es in the country are likely to be affected. Apart from this 
an Indian business or landed property outside of the 30 miles cannot be sold 
or leased to another Indian. 

** Moreover the Bill empowers the Governor-General not only to 
firoclaim areas but also to deproclaim such areas in part or in whole, which 
means that even after an area has b *en proclaimed and occupied, no sense 
of security is enjoyed because the Governor-General can deproclaim snch 
area. It is clear the intention of the Bill is to oust the Indian from his 
present vested proprietaiy rights and give him practically nothing sub- 
stantial in place thereof, but virtually makes him a squatter and that at 
the wish and will of the Minister. 

** The effect of the operation ol these two clauses alone will cripple the 
whole life and trade of the Indian community and abeolutely without the 
shadow ol a doubt crush out all Indian agricultural work, progress and 
prospects. In plain language without considering any other phase of the 
Bill the fate of the Indian i» sealed, and we are doomed to a legal if not 
physical death. 

** This chapter is based upon the recent class Areas Bill which the (ate 
Smuts Government had on the tapis, but which fell through when the 
Government changed. 


Caaprsnll. 

*• This chapter deals with immigiantt* regulation. The drastic changes 
enggested absolutely place into the bands of the Minister and the immlgm- 
tion officer almost unlimited power to deal with the entry and possiMe 
deportation of Indian who have lived ia this oon:itry for many years. 

** Section 14.— At present an Indian whooutstays for a pmiod of three 
years upon entering the port Is required to prove his domicile^ notwiihstaad- 
log that he may already then actually have bis certificate of domicile. He is 
dedaied a prohibited immigfant aad npoo payment of a sum of money 
which by practice (tbirtyMe ponan sterling) ii fonud snfllcient to 
cover, aad as np tiil aow accepted, is allowed to ptocnre the iiecsisary 
evidence and prove his domicile. 

17 
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** E«ptii i»c< bif ahomi that even tbit amosat waa not alwaya mtOj 
obtalaad and onr Gommnaity ia ooawara of any Indian forfeiting thia 
dagoai t and abacooding and remaining in the country ; the community 
thefuiore aaea no reaaun lor the immigration officer being empowered to 
jnahe lAe depoait anything up to ^£100 (one hundred pounds aterling). aa 
thii sec tion provides ior« Itia quite conceivable that with the present 
tension of ieeiiog pgainai os ab a community the officer might impose such 
aa amount of b^ as to efleckively preclude an Indian Immigrant being free 
from custody to procure the necessary evidence to prove his domicile. 

** It is lelt that a capricious officer can easily do tremendous injury to a 
lasgo number of bonaiide domiciled Indians who may seek entry. 

** Section 1 .—This section seeks to revert certain two districts ol Natal* 
namely* Urecht and Vryheid to ttie Transvaal province. The mtention 
clearly is that the Minister shall be entitled so soon as he p eases to declare 
all Indians in these two provinces (districts ?) to be prohibited immigrants 
under what is now known aa tne 'Deeming Older.' Ibis order wab made 
by Minister under section 4 sub-section paragraph (a) oi the Immi- 
grants Regulation Act of 1912 by virtue oi which he declared all Abiatics to 
be economically unsuited to the requirements of the Union, and therefore 
prohibited immigrants. (The vaUdity oi this order was tested in the South 
Aliican appellate court but it held that the mister's order was correct in 
teram of the said section ) The effect ot such an oider will be that 
hnndfsda of Indiana now there will be compelltd to return to their place of 
origin or domicile which may be Natal or India, but most probably India, 
becaosab aa will be shown later, the majority of such persooa there are 
Indiau who are descendants of such Inoians who originally came here 
under conditional residence under Act 17 oi ih95 and have acquired no 
Aomidle in tMs country. By such an order, hundreds of Indians can be 
disposed ol withont the hope oi a sncceasiul appeal in view of the aforesaid 
* Daaming Order.’ We object to this becanae so long as those two districts 
r— part of Natal, a large majority may be able to claim domidls in 
Natal. 

” Section 16b Sub-section (c).— With regard to section 16. sub-section (c) 
in this Bill* it is sought to delete paragraph (d) oi sub-section 2 oi section 
4 of Act as ol 1913. which means that a large number of ludiaos who have 
•entered Nntal ai^ Cape Colony under the education test may be declared 
prohibited kamigiants under the * Deeming Order.' if they applied at the 
ports of the Union for entry. The deletion clearly takes away a right 
wilch we to^y enjoy. 

** Section i7.--Section 17* requires very close study and invesrigation 
to nndarstand the loll meaning and effect of it. it is iar-reacbing and 
iaoght with the gravest ol consequences. The previous Minister as afore- 
said hae declared all lodtaoh to be economically unsuitable. 'I he Minister 
in intiodncing the present Bill has reieireu to Indians as aliens. If all 
indiansb that is to say Bti lah Indians and Indians ol the native states, 
are mid to be alidhs then all Indians are necessarily prohibited immigrants* 
for if the legal interpretation of the word 'alien* be made use ol* then 
indians of the native states who are here in large numbeis will be undoubted- 
ly prohibited immigiahts. 

' The proposed ne^ section (c) speaks of prohibiting any person whose 
pannts were at the time ol bis birth lawfully resident and such lesaoence 
waa RStricted to temporary or conditiooaj rceidence by ary Jaw then 
In iorce. 

"Under Act 17 of 1895 large nnmbeis of Indians came hereunder 
tema ol conditional residence* and their olfsprinfes* now the cieam of the 
AatM-bom Indians numbering ihbusands bom within the past 30 years* 
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mmy pomMj be eleo probibiM immlgfftae, becaaee et the time of their 
birth iMr peieiitB were rattrieted to ooodllloMl leeideiioe. 

We. however, thiak it proper to polot oat that the ladiaa eoamaaitv 
aiay ooceeesfolly meet this (^tkm by claimiag that the Govermeat throagh 
ita Ifiaister hae fs«aed certificate of diachar^e to thoae who cameaaderooadi* 
tiooal reaideoce oader Act 17 of i895» thai waiving all ciaima .of. coaditiooal 
reakfeace. L 'was one of the poiata raiaad immediately ailKr the 1014 
aettiement with llr. Gandhi and ccrreapoadente ahowa •that It waa the 
Government'a view to grant theae Indiana complete domicile and the com* 
mnnity certainly reaents to have to face the Ordeal of any teat caaea, not 
becaoae of the result, but becau^ of the Inooavenleacea and expense. 
question ia. why should a settled right be Interfered with ? 

** The proposed amendment oontinues to make a person a prohibited 
immigrant if he is a person who cornea under the * Deeming Order* and 
who has acquired a domicile in a province of the Union where he was not 
born. All Asiatics as such may be at the port of entry declared as pro- 
hibited immigrants and hundreds of Indiana who have acquired domicile 
with vested interest'* in* other provinces of the Union and auy such person 
returning to this Union even from a neighbouring province, will be a pro- 
hibited immigrant ; this means his domicile in the one province counts for 
nothing and he cannot take advantage of his birthplace because : 

(a) He has already given up hts domicile of birth. 

(b) He is a prohibitted immigrant ; 

He cannot therefore enter at all. notwithstanding any right of vested 
interests. 

** This section proceeds to say that the wile or child of an exempted 
person returning to the Union within five years from 1st August 1909 or 
within 10 years of the first entry of such exempted person shall not be 
prohibited. This means that every Indian now in this Union must either 
before ist August 1930 bring back his wife and children into the Union, 
or within 10 years of his first entry into the Union. The effect however 
is that an Indian cannot after 10 years from now go to India, marry there, 
and bring, back his wife. This is clearly an infringement and restriction of 
peraonal right and liberty. 

** Notwithstanding the fact that this new Bill gives unexemptad 
Indian the right to bring back his wife within five or 10 years as the case 
may be. yet by a further provision in this new Bill he would be prevented 
from bringing in such wife if it could be shown that : 

**(a) he already has a woman still living in the Union with whom 
there exiata a union recognised by this Government, or 

** (b) any child or children in the Union by any woman at all Is still 
living. 

**This means tfiat an Indian marrying under the tenets of an Indian 
religion and not registering such marriage may have children and thereafter 
divorce this wile according to the Indian religion and thereafter she be* 
comes the registered wife of some other man or remains unmarried, then 
the first husband cannot go to India and bring a legitimate wife because 
he has a child resident in the Union by a woman ^o is still living though 
not his wile. This heavy pnnishmeht Is unjustifiable and nnproportionate. 
and is a baa not impossd upon any community in the world. 

*• The definition of * the child under the age of sixteen’ is such as to 
debar an illegitiaMte child whose parents later on marry and arp looxsd 
upon as psnooswhceeasarriageoonld have been reglstsred under sectroo a 
of the Indians Relief Act 1914* bsoasse the child was at the time of its 
birth not born of parents who were nmrrisd at all. Under every law of 
dvallasd people it has been held that subsequent marrisae leaitlsutlseh 
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tirtb ;eoDMqtt€Bay the ladlaa eoaumlty liold ttMit att diildani bm of 
poMli wbo oitioMtfly marry aad vhoie mairiafa if coOQgalaod oador the 
Rcitel Act ihoold be treated ae lefitiiaate ehOdera. 

** Seetloo iS^WIfh regard to aection i8 of the acw Bfli which eeahi 
to make ao additloB to eectioo lo of Act aa of 1913 we dedre to potet oat 
that the addltUm It quite uooeceaaary, ae the present practice ie that an 
lodiaa eveo already ia the Union may be arreeted and declared a prohibited 
imodgiant and dealt with under secticr 19 of Act aa of 1913.. Many caaee 
bavealteady been ao dealt with, 

** Section 19.— -Aa regarda aeetioB 19 of thie Bill which makea the 
addition to aection aa that for an ofience lor which impfiaonment without 
A fine ia imposed and that such peraon may be dedaced a prohibited im- 
migrant, we desire to say that with this addition and the whole section 
being reMi together, any person in the Union who has ever been aentenced 
to imprisonment without the option of a fine whether before or alter the 
passing of Act aa of 1913 can be declared 1 ^ the Hiniater to be an undesir- 
able inubitant and be deported. 

** II lor any reason the Government do not exercise their authority, 
harsh though it may be, the addition still ia an Incentive to the judicial 
functionaries infinenced by the administrative section to impose punish- 
ments without the option of a fine so aa to provide ground for the Minister 
to secure bis necemary number of victims lor deportation. This power 
ehould never be given to anybody because many of the ofiences are some- 
times beat suitably dealt with by imprisonment only, but the circumstances 
of such offence may never be so grave as to justify deportation. The 
discretion given to the Minister may never be nor can be from past ex- 
psiiance expected to be exercised in our favour. 

** Section so,— Section so of the present Bill will affect a large number 
of Indians, in that they will be oompdled to give up a dual domicile ia tibe 
Union, because many persons hold a domicile, lor instance, in the 
Transvaal, by birth or residence, and have also similarly by birth or resi- 
dence have a domicile in Natal. This right will by the opeiatipxol the 
law cease to exist in three years, which means that the large vesUKl inters 
ests ia one or other of the provinces cannot be effectively dealt with or 
protected by the owner and such businesses must necessarily be closed down. 

** Again Indians including those bom in the Union by their mere absence 
from the Union lor more than three years at a tune less their domicile. 
This appears to be in confiict with all known laws as regards domicile 
because this Bill takes away and does not give effect to a man's legal 
fntsntioq as to his own domicile. This also eutirsly takes away the present 
establiiihed right preserved to an Indian by virtue of bis certifimte of 
domicile. In order to preserve domicile a person most return within the 
three years and then may immediately leave again for another three years, 
What is to be done with a South African bom Indian who absents himscll 
lor asore than thfle years and thus loses bis domicile ? Where is he to 
go } This surely lendem the Act farcical and places the Indfan under 
nreat inoonvenkmoe agd unneces-ary expenses with ao correspoodiBg 
benefit to anyone. The same argument applies to those who under the 
askentteent are required to letam before ist August, 1918. 

•*The piovisioB empowering ^ Minister to iaioe permits lor a longer 
period riian three years Is not obligatory and rimnid no, as we oxp^ 
relnse all appileatlona as a matter of coarse. Bmo there is no relief Item 
subh deeisioB. Wo losi that ^ whole of rids section deprives ns of our 
coauBon law rights of ittedom end rssirierion of personal aMveBMBis. This 
oeodltioo of tmisgs mustnot heaMo w e d to coaso iato sMslenos. 
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Cbapter 111 AppSM to ragiitmtioii of ASotfCibiit dfloR oa|y with those 
•hoii ifpstatioB shoold be effected io tbeTfioeeieL The pressot pro- 
■leinof irf Act 56 of ipoh, io the Tansveel pieeso nagielrete e light to great 
^ pedod of ^ht deye to eo ladten to have himceil tegisteied, but the 
prdMteflModBMBt t ikf ewey this right eod pieces en Indieh's epplice- 
ttoo wholly et the diecretioii of the Mioister. It is ielt that thi» is iikeiy 
to operate odeeieely to the ladiaa »nd the preseot law shofld not be 
disturbed* 

CcOCllMtOB* 

** The last oooiment we make on the Bill io that it 10 to be meie retros- 
pective as from the last day of Aegost* 1913. Ibe Mioister la his first 
reedliig explains that he was doing this so as to prevent a scramble by toe 
Asiatics to pooseseed of vestec* interests before the Bill could uecome 

law. This retrospective operation is bound to aliect all transacuons in 
fMid to land amongst the community. As a matter of tact it has 

alr^y crippled and effectively restricted transacuons in tOe buyi. g and 
of freehold properties. It is sapetfinons to lemark that thu posiuon 
is nnpreoedentAl in the annals of any country. 

** We s ha«t by every fibre in onr system endeavour to calmly and con- 
stitetkinelly protest against this Bill# but from past experience and from 
present knowledge of the ' race prejuatoe# we * are conetrained 10 

behsro that onr repreoeoiatlona wi:i be futile. We* however, do believe 
that with concerted action of Indiau infiuence from India and its Govern- 
ment acting with the Bniish Government we may enjoy ibe protection 
which waa preserved to ne in the Souta Airica Act section 147 wnicn pro- 
vides that : ** The control and administration of native afiaics and of matters 
spscial^ or dlilerentially affecting Asiatics ihioughout the Union snail vest 
in the Governor General io Coun^,** etc. etc. 

** Is this protection to mean tiouiing to u» ? Is the Bntisli Govein- 
meat n weak reed and unable to-day o protect its subjtcte ? is tne iudian 
Government unmindtul or indiflerei. to ite louran eubjecte— outside or 
India ? is Indian representation on the League of Nations to count toi 
nosght ? 

** If the answers to the iotegir ng questions are important, then we 
reply open yonr obtaining those aos v re for os 


Text of tke Class Areas Bill 

The following k the full text of the Bill which is named as the 
Asom Reaesvatioii and immigndaon and Rogiat mti on (hutbor Provi- 

dcA) Bai:— 

Ts asks piovIslOBs lor the l es srt s tion sf rceldcatisl sad trading arem la nrbaa 
aims ftr esitaia p srssas hsfiag raeial charscierttiot in cooifflon ; tu saieDd 
the Is i wi g faat a Begalattoa Aw ISIS (Ha St of ISIS), the Indians Keiief 
M ISIS (Wa SS sf ISIS), and the Asiatic Begistration Aneadnent Act 
* lliaasmal)^ ISOS (Ne. SO cf ISOS) ; and to aoiead or rcpmi oeriain laws. 

*• J* ^ ^ Kiag*s Mem BsooUmt Majetty, tlit ttenate and Use Hoaw of 

tmwi bk of tho Ualsa of Boeth Alriea m lollows:— 

CBAPTBB 1— Bcavmttenof Arasa 

|1) Bsgiwt by Urban Iseal eatlMirti/ fin spplloatioalDf Chapter L-*(l). Whsasfsr 
isml sa l bsr hj tball taMwatio W ws> MrahSer. 
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fft) thftt m um mWkfm iti ttaili It nWhr or forthoi 


ft) thot MV tnt mUkttk iti ttBili It nWW or for tho nMr m oooooiod te 
rooktentitl or titdiag MrpoiM or boUi Moh Mrpotoiv A NtfSeobr dMi of 

(b) tbit it to dMimUe tbit tho proftotat of tbtoChtpttr Aoald boMBltad te 
icopeokofiobhtrasthoMtatoterMVoppMtoomtotooB omMmTm aSittM 
throe penone (honlaailer otUed tho nnaatorinn) to Invoetitotteiiad MDort oddo tte 

SS!S!.£«^rsS4r* “ 

(8) One of the nentbeie of the ooounlHkm ifatU be bv the m 

the ohtlrmM thereof 4ind the Miatoter nuiy artbe ntoe lor the oondvot of the bnelMi 
of theoommiiitoatiidgoveriiiiig tbeteanreof oAoe of theeamobeie. In the event of the 
oomnitotoon oonetotlng of three aoBibcie, two OMBbere ehtll form t qnomm, 

(8) Doty tad powefe of oonuaieiion 

tb. ** •• •“I'** -4 -port f th, MbriMr ^ 

(t) The extent tnd nttere of the tret which wee toe enbieot of 
eeotlon one ; 

(b) the number, diBMneioni, eitottien tnd nttare of eitee ooenpied in enoh tret for 
reeldentitl or tindlng perpooee or both eneh pnrpoem to the otee mty he ; 

( 0 ) whether there would be tfloided bj eaeb tret proper tnd tdeqntte r rrf lfHfr for 
reeldentitl or trediog eitee or both, te the otee BMy be, for the ptrtionltr eJteeof 
pereone oonoemed i o 

(d) whether doe tnd proper provieioa extoU or ie teenred for water. Ushtian 
etnitt^ tad other neoeeetry eervioee with eneh tret ; 

(e) whether it ie deeiftble thtt the provtoione of thie Chtpter ehoold be applied 
in reepeet of enoh tret ; 

(t) whether there ie, within the limiu of the urban lootl Mthority 


pnrpoeei or both each pnrpoeee by the partioaitr oltm of pereone oonoemed, tnd if thm 
be enoh other tret, the extent tnd nttnie thereof tnd the anmber, dimeneione, eitmtoioa 
and nature of eitee oooopied in enoh other tret for reeldentitl or trading pnrpm or for 
both enoh pnrpoeee te the otee mty be ; 

(g) whether any other tret within the limito of the orbtn local authority oonoeraed 
ie tftiltble for the exoloeive ooonpation for reeldentitl or trading pnrpoeee or both enoh 
pnrpoeee the partioaitr oltee of pereone concerned tnd 

(b) any other matter which the Minieter or the oommieeion mty deem neoeeetrr 
or deelrtble. * ^ 


(8) The oommieeion ehtll have til enoh powere, inrieiiiotion tnd priviliwei te were 
conferred upon the oommieeion referred to in Ordntoce No. 80 of ItfOS of the Trtaevttl 
tnd til tnd eevertl of the pruvieione of that Ordnance ehtll ** mnittie mnttndie *' apply 
in reepeot of the oommimion tnd ite prooeedinge. * 

(8) Proclamation of oltee arete At any time within 6 montbe after the reoeipt 
of the report of the oommimion, the Cbvernor-aenertl mty by proolamation in the 
* Gaeette * declare that, on tnd after a date to be mentioned in the proclamation, the 
tret defined in the proolamation ehtll be a clam reeidentitl tret, or a tradiM tiet 
or a oltee reeidentitl tnd trading tret within the nrbM tnt. ^ * 

(8) More than one tret within the orbtn trat mty, by any enoh proolamation. be 
defined te oltee reeidentitl arete, or te oltm trading arete, or te oltm reeideiiiwtnd 
trading arete, te the otm mty be. 

(8) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Preciooe tnd Btee Minemle Aot of 
the Traneml (Aot No. 86 of 1908) or any amendment thereof, or in any other law. t otem 
trading tret or a clam reeidentitl tnd ^raJing tret mty be eetabliebed under this Chtpter 
lu land within an nrfatn tret which, in terme of the etid Act No. 86 of 1908 ornM 
amendment thereof, is mrocltimed land or Itoii held nnder milling title. * 

(4) Acquisition df immovable property in oltm arete From and after the date 
mentioneii In any proclamation imued under this chapter fftehliehing a TTufttcntitl 
area or a oltm trading area, or a clam residential tad trading area, it abtll not bo lawfnL 
eave as provided in Beotioo lO.— ^ 


(a) For any person other than t person of tho oiam oonoemed to aoqnire Immovtblo 

prop^ or a lease or renewal of lease of immovable property within any eneh am • or 
(b) for any person of the oltm oonoemed to acquire immovable propc^ or Jenee or renewal 
of Ictoe of immovable property anywhere within the nrbM tret mvo within the Umlii of 

the olnm residential arm or of the oltm trading tret or of the oltm fioldMttol' tad s— 

area, ae the case may be : . — w 

Frovitfed that nothing in thia ohnplcr centniaed ehtll tppiy to the mnwtl el a Irnwe 
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oClaMfM»prop«ty wbmtherightto RMwal wat Md nte a writm Inn aMnf 
at the MHMMnMBt of th» Aot. 

A Budla t to elan tndiiif am or elan vnidntial aad tiadlag arm <l) Ffon 
aid aftn thi date nntioBid la aau proekuaatioa Inaad aadv thii onaUJohiag 

aclantmdiBgamoraelaninidntiataBd tradiagam withlaaaj orhaa anoi it ohali 
an be lawfai for aaj lieraeiiig eoait» board or aathorU^jri er for apj poiaoo aathoriood 
to fiaat or inae lieoaoet or ponalti to oany on aajr trade or bnsfaen witbia that 
arbaaam. 

(a) TO grant or inoe to aaj pereoa other than a penoa of the elan eoaoeraod any 
licoBoa, permit or other aetboritj to earrj on any trade 'or boainen within the eJaef 
uadli^ area or olan remential and trading area, ae the oaee may be ; or <b) to grant 
or iioae to any poiaoa of the elan eonoemed any lioenoe or permit to eariy on trade or 
boe to en witbin the nrben area elaewhere than in the clan trading area or clan leaidential 
Mini ftnm, at the can nmy be. 

Pmided, however, that if the Govemor-Qenfial ie ntitfied that it io in the general 
inieieeleof the public that it ehonld be permitteil to pemne of the clan concerned or 
any mtrieted number of aoch peraona to carry on any particnlar trade or baaincn 
within the urban area eleewbere that in the clan trading area or oiaw reiideniial anu 
trading area, aa the eaae may be, he may, by proclamation in the Qaaeite for anch perio*! 
aa he may therein tii, exempt peraona of the data oonoernad or a reatricted number of 
aoch peraona from tbt; operation of patmgraph (b) of thia anboection in reapect of that 
particolar trade or bnaineaa. 

* (2) Nothing in thia aeotion contained ahaJl be deemed to prohibit the grant to any 
peraon holding at the date mentioned in any proclamation imued under thia chapter 
traUbhahing a claai trading area or a olaaa residential and trading area within any nrbau 
aren any licence, permit, or other authority to carry on any trade or bnaineaa, which ia 
actoaily being carried on, of a renewal of such lioenoe, permit or other authority. 

6. Extension or redaction of clnas areas (1) Whenever, in the optuiOD of the 
urban local anifaority concerned, any area establiabed under this chapter aa a class 
ivakiential area or a ciam trading or a class residential and trading area, proves inadcqnate 
or more than adequate for, or nnanitable either wholly or in part to the reqnirementa oi 
the population of that class in the urban area, and the urban local authority desman 
Mfsirable to extend or reduce any such area or to alter the boundaries thereof, or to create. 
a new claw residential aiea or claw trading ara or Cia^s resideuiial aad traoing area, the 
urban local authority deems ii desirable to extend or reduce any such aren or to aitei' the 
boundaries thereof, or to co ate a new class residential area or class trading area or class 
raaidential and trading aiea, the urban local authority may communioaie fu opinion to the 
Minister who thcieopon may cake all such steps as lie may take open rsoeipt of an 
intimation under section one. 

(2) All and sereral of the powers excercisable under this chapter in reapect of *the 
eatabiiahment of a class or residential area or a class trading area or a clam residential 
and trading area aball be exercisable in reapect of the creation of a new area or the 
extenaloo or reduction of any existing area or like character or the alteration or (of) the 
bonndariea ibereot 

(8) Nothing in this section contained shall be deemed to affect in any manner when- 
ever any right to the renewal of a lease of immovable property where aneh right was 
held nnder a written lease existing at the commencement of this Act orany right to 
the grant to any person bolding at the date mentioned in any proclamation issued in 
paranance of this aection any licence, permit or other authority 10 carry on any trade or 
busineas which is actually being carried 01 ^ on a renewal of snob licence, permit or other 
antborlty. 

7. bospensiona of provisions of Act (1) If 'Ji any time titc Oovernor-Oeneral is 
aatiatied that a class reaidtniial area or a class trading area or a class residential and 
trading area established under this Chapter is inadequate for, or wholly or parity nu- 
aaitable to the requirements of the popnlation of that class in the urban area couoeriied, 
aad that, by reason of the delay which would necessarily ukc piaoe m removing the 
cauam of the inadequacy of nnsuiubility, lerions prejodice wouid be saAsred by that 
popnlation anleaa the provisions cf this Chapter in respect of aoch inadcquaie or unsuit- 
able area bs suspended, be may, by proclamation in tue Gaaettc declare, ibat from and 
after a date to be therein aaentioned, the proviaiona of ibis Chapter shall be suspended 
itfenSMMd** ciMS icsidentlnl niea or class trading area or clam lesidcnUal and iindteg 

(I) Wum nnd nfisr snob cate the provfsioDs of this Chapter shall in all icapsots 
«aas tn apply to the area . d e em e d to be inadequate or ansaltablc^ and in ttupaet 
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'"nftj ftiij MOft which* fafti beoB (he rabiect of ft mpending proolftafttiOQ nader 
.•w.jeo(ioii a) of thieeeetkmsorpioelftimfte ft ehm leeidentiftl fticft or ft oUm (ndiag 
MOft or ft olftio xeridentiftl ftnd (fading ftreft under (hii Chapter anj area which wholly 
or portly inolftdeft any area which hat been the sabject of a enap^ing pfoclanation 
nndcr mb eeotion (1) of tbit Mction. 

8. Claae area for Aeiatioe to be deemed to be area in which niider Law III, 1885 
(Tranefftal) Aeiatice may own fixed property.— Any clam reekiential area, or claae trading 
area, or clam reaidentiar and trading area eeubliahcd under thia Chapter for any Aaiatic 
raM ahall, for the pnrpoae of Section II (b) of Law No. Ill of 1886 of the Tranaraal, 
be deemed to be an area within which in terma of that law fixed property aaay be 
aeqaired and owned by Aalatica 

9. Claae Adeiaory Board.— (1) For every claae residential area or elaaa trading area, 
or f lf t n leaidential and trading aiea eatabliahed under this Chapter there ahall be an 
adviaory boaid conaiating of not leaa than three penona of the elaaa coneemed reaident 
within the nrfaan area, in addition to a chaiman who, in the caae of a nen-Bnropean e l aa a 
area, may be a Bnropean. The mode of election or selection of member of any anoh board, 
tte period and conditions of office members, and the procedure of the board ahall be 
deilMi hf regnlationa made by the urban local authority and approved by the Minister. 

(2) It shall be the function of an advisory board established under thia section to 

advise the urban local anthority in respect of any matter referred to it by snoh authority 
for advice, and not by-laws or regulations particularly affecting the iutereste of the class 
of pemona ooncemed ahall be made or withdrawn by an urban local authority unless the 
advice of such advisory board ahall first have been contained in respect of the making 
er withdrawal, as the caae may be, of such by-law or regulation. 

10. Acquisition of immovable property by certain persons in NaUl except in class 
aieaa prohibited (1) The Gtovemor-denerai may, by proclamation in tne Qasette, declare 
that from and after a date to be specified therein no member of any raoe indicated 
tteiefu ebal) acquire immovable property or the lease or renewal of lease of immovable 
property in the Province of Natal save in the coast belt at provided in snb-sectlon (8) of 
this section : Provided that nothing in thia section contained abail be deemed to prohibit 
tue renewal of a lease of iasmovsble property held under written lease at the eomamnee- 


laent of thia Act. 

(2) A paiion who is a member of tbe race indicated in any procla m ation imned 
under anb-aection (1) of this section may acqnire immovable property or the lease or 
)e 7 iewal of lease of immovable property in tbe coast belt from a person who is a member 
of thil same race, hot from no other person, except where tbe inioiovable property or tbe 
lease of icnewal of lease of the immovable property acquired is within the limits of a 
clars area established under chapter within tbe coast bcit. 

18) From and alter tbe date specified in any proclamation issued under sub-seotion 
(1) of this aeetion, no member of any race indicated in such proclamation shall by 
restam^tary disposition acquire any land or intereai in land or the lease or ooeapatioo 
«{ any immovable property in tbe coast belt, except from a member of the same raoe. 

U) For tbe pnrpoae of this section tlie coast belt means so much of the Provinoe of 
Natal as liea between tbe coast line and a line to be defined by Oovernor-Oeneial by 
prooismation in the Qasette corresponding as far as practicable with tbe coast line and 
ilrawn at an approximate distance of thirty miles therefrom. 

,5) Nothing in this section C'^ntn^Ticd shall be deemed to affect the operation within 
I ' w i oait belt of any other provision of this chapter. 

11. Savings (1) Subject to the provisions of lob-seotion (3) of section three, aeetion 
eight and sub-aeetiqp (8) of section ten of thia Chapter, nothing in this chapter oontnined 
srtali be deemed 

(a) to affect tbe operation of Law No. 8 of 1885 of tbe Transvaal or any amend- 
thereof ; of section two of Act No. 18 of 1918 ; or Act No 87 of 1919 ; of chapter 
(*X ill of the Orange Free State Law Book or any amendment thereof or of any other 
aw prohibiting, restricting, regulating or in any way affecting the ownership or ooenpa- 
• lon of immovable property or trading by persons of nou-European descent ; 

to prohibit the acquisition by the Government or any urban local authority for 
'•RCiouai, municipal or any other pobiic purpose of the ownership or oooupation of 
'immovable property ; or (cj by devolution or aucoeasion on death whether under 
: 01 on intestacy from a person of the Si>me race ; or 
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(d) «D frohibit anj ii^tar o( a deoeaied aitaui or tMf trot tee in iiu^lveaej f ro.tt 
lioMiny kaaofable propertj or tiadiag aadtfr aoj lioeoes waece power 10 tio a|^ 
■MhtSlaf ii ooolened apon bin bj an/ law ; 

(e) 10 UiTatidate or affect ia aujr maaaer whatofer aojr agreeneat or other UaBMC* 
tSon for the «Ue or purchase of land lawfallj entered into prior to the date mentioned 
in anj proebunation under this Chapter catabdihing a o.aw reaitleutial area or a claea 
trading aicn or a elaie teekiential and trading area or extending or redueing anj exieting 
area of like character, or a.tcring the boandartee thereof. 

j IS. Bxemptkina.— (1) Tbe Oovernor-Gcneral may grant to any peraon a cettittoate 
eammpting him either woolly or for each period as ae may ttierSio epeclfy 40 m all 01 
any of the provieione of tme ctiapter ; anti each person snail eitner wtiolly or for enob 
period as the caee stay be, be so exempteo. 

(S) Nothing in this chapter contained shall lie deemed 

(a) to affect any person who is dnly accredited to the Union by or under the 
authority of Hie Majesty or the Government of any foreign State, or the wifo| family 
bUff or eereanu of any soeh person ; 

(h) to refer to the natives as that term is deliued in section twonty-nino of the 
Native (Urban Areas) act, 1S23, Act No. 21 of U«23 ; 

(c) to refer to— 

(i) persons bom in the Union sod ordinarily (•.‘sideut in the Ptovince of the Gape 

of Goud Hope who are members ot the c.ass or race known as Cape Coloured *' or of 

tlie dark clam or race known at; ** Cape Maisyss ** ; 

(ii) persons born in the Union and ordinal ily resident in the Union elsewhere than 
in the rrovince of tbe Cape of Good Uu|.e woo would, if resident in that Province, be 
ngartled as members ot ruiu'r of th» ctasses or races known as ** Cspe Coloured '* or 
ot the dark ciass or race known aa ** Cape Maiayas '* ; 

(iii) |iersuus born in rae Union and ordinal i.y resident in tbe Union elsewhere than 

10 tbe Province of the Cape ut Good Ho|ie who would, if resident in that Province, be 

regarded as members of eituei of the c.asses or races known as **Cipe Colonred" 01 

** Cape Malsyss ** and 

(iv) the people known as Manritius Creics or St. Helena persons or their desoeodants 
bom in tbe Union. 

Id. Interpretation o( terras.— In this chapter nnless inconsistent with tbe context— 
^ class or classes of persons includes sny persons having in the opinion of tbe Hiaistei, 
common racial cbaractensiics, and all white persons shall be regarded as having oomBMU 
racial characteristics ; ** person of a class or ^'member of a race*' incluties any company 
anoeiation of persons whether registerefi under sny Isw or not in which one or more 
persons of the olass or members of the race referred to have a oODtroiling interest i 

*' Minister " means the Minister of the Interior or any other Minister to whom (he 
Qovemor-Ocnerai may assign tbe administration of this Act ; 

" Urban area ** means any area under the jurisdiction of an urban local authority ; 

** Urban local authority " means any municipal council, borough oonncil, town 
couQoil or village oouocii, or any town board. vUlage manaeement board, local board 01 
health board. 

CM 4 PTEB 11— Immigrants' Regulation. 

14. AamndsBent of Section II of Act No. 22 of 191.d :— Section II of tbe Immi- 
gmata Bogolntlon Act, 1213, (hereinafter in this Chapter called tbe principal Aotris 
hetuhiy ass en dsd by the deletion from sub'Sectlou (7) of tbe words : ** suffleient in me 
opinion of (he Minister" and the ssbstitution vLcrefor of tbe following words "ftxcti 
Iqr the immigration oflicer not exceeding one hundred ponnds." 

15. Assendownt of Section III of Act No. S2 of 1918 Section 111 of tbe Principal 
Act is hmebj anmnded : 

(a) by (bo addition to sub-section (2) of tbe words * Prom any soeh opinion (hete 
shnll bs na appani to the Appellate Division of tbe Snpreme Conit ; " 

(b) by (M delation from sab-section (3) hereof the following words ; 

. *sad *a snperipr court having jariwlictioa * shall oMaa the Principal Division of 
(kstepvBBW Conrt waieh has jorisdictiw where tbe board was sitting or any jadfs of 
^ Eastern Districts Local Division having jurisdiction or najjadge 

” •* ‘*‘* -‘**«‘«* IT •* tta jrto. 
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fft) tar Ibt addlliMi U ptfagnipb I*) ^ wb no tnw i (1) of Ite followtas woofi : 
^ R wf i do d tlMt for Ibt Mraooo of thlf leeliOB Iho Vortbom INitileii oIjIteL m 
inoribid taieetloa thm of ** Tta NonlMra Dlotrioto AaonotioD AoL IMt* (Aot Rol 1. 

Rblol) ohoU bo dooMd lo bo Inolodod la tbo Provineo of tbo Xmaovnl ; aad 

(b) bf (bo aiidltioa to paragmph (I) of tab to ctl oa (1) after Uw wordo " ba?e otolca ** 
of Ibo loUowfag wonla : " lodoaijy beotfalltj, aaj odtaooe iavolviag fiaailaIcBl ooadaot 
la 000900(100 wkb aoj laoolveiicj ** ; aad 

<o| bj (ho dolooloo of paiagiaph (a) on aaboo ctl oo (»). 

17. AoNOdMoat of Oootkm V of Ao( Ko. Sf of 1918 Soetioa 7 of tbo priaelpal 
AodoaoMOdod bp Seedoo tbneof (belodlao Belief Act, 1914, it beiebJ oaieadcd bj 
the doloMoa of paiagiapbo ; 

**<a) an/ prnoo oibor than an alien wbo was born in any part of Sooth Africa 
laolttded in (»• union and wbme parenti were at the time of bio" birth lawfnlly reaident 
(taeieia aad wen not at (hat time reotrieted to temporary or conditional leoidenoe therein 
by any Jaw then in foroe : Provided that any person who, if he were a prohibition 
tausifianta would be inelnded within any clam of perbons which has, in terms of paragraph 
<9) M sobHOctlon (1) section four, been deemed by the Minister to be nnsnited to the 
seqairements of the Union or a ny provinoe thereof shall lose the protection accorded by 
this paragraph if he has aoqniied or shall acquire a domicile in a province of the Union 
ether than that in which he was bom ; 

(b) any 'person who is proved to the satisfaetkm of immigration officer or in the 
case of an appeid to the satisfaction of the board, to be the wife or child under the age 
of Mniaen years of any person csempted by paragraph (f) of this section ; 

(i) tibat the wife or cbild (as the ease may be) is not such a person as is described 
in paragraphs (d), (e), (f), (g) or (h) of sob-iection one of section (our ; and 

(ii) tnat where the exempted pei son belongs to one of the classes described m para- 
graph (a) of sub-section (1; of section four, the wife or child (at the caee may be) tntere 
the Union within five yean after the first day of August, 1928, or within ten years after 
the date of the first entry into the Union, wbiehevei period may be the longer, of the 
g g mo a so exAnpted. 

In the inkrprmation of this paragraph *Hhe wife'* shell inelode any one woman 
bitwemi whom and the exempted person aaentioned there exists a union rceognised as a 
aaniage under the tenets of an Indian religion, notwithstanding that by those tenets the 
•nloa cf the exempted person with other women at the eame time woald alao be reeognieed 
nan aairiage ; Provided that no woman shall be deemed to be the wife of such exempted 


(i) If iueb a union exists between him and any other woman wbo has under any Jaw 
iilatitt to immigration or to Asiatic’ registration been recognised within the Union as 
tha of such person and bae resided or resides or is domiciled in any province ; or 

(U) if suob csempted person has off-spring resident or domieiled in any provinoe by 
nay wossan who is still living and a union shall not be for the purposes of this section 
budesmed to have osused to exist by reuson only of the tact that according to the tenets 
^ ms ImliaB relisicn it hat been dliailTfd 

** The child under ibe age of sixteen ** shall mean a child who Is the off-spring cf tbs 
OMmpIcd person and Uw wife aa herein defined or the ehiJd of the exempted person and a 
Asisassd woman who It she had been alive could have been jcoognlicd at the time of the 
birth of (be child aa (be wile <aa bsreia defined) or whope union with the exempted person 
ooaM have been registeted at (he time of the birth of the child aa a marriage nadtr section 
twocf Uw ladiaasMief Act, 1914. 

lA Amcndmenl cf Section Xof Fa 22 of 191A— Sictien X of the prlndpsl Aol 
is hsid^ aownded taF the addiUpa tf «'ae following words : Any snob person may be 
AsUaied lo be a ^Mihiied immigraat and dealt with In temwof seetion nineteen o( this 
Act aad if such parson is in possisaiott of a rrgistratkm certificate or a csWificatc ef 
deiiisllo or any other dooaweat aalboriaiag him to remain in the naion or any board 
to whtth be way oppenr, if it be proved to the aa U tfhcUon d the Beord that soeb 
eerUioate or other doeumsnt was obtained by fiaduleat prcsentatioiis by or on behalf of 
tha holdor,tooidtr tbatsuohoerUfioateor other document be canc e l le d ’ and the holder 
(heifif ha deaU with aaa prohihiied immi|rant. Provided that It saoh person fSUJs to 
•meal ton beard the Pnaotpal Immigration Officer oonoemed may exercise all snob powers 
•s'ta tlw cancellation cf any oertiflente or other dooament as are by tbia section 

AiMMlaent d Section XXll d Act Fo. 22 of 191A— Section XXll d the 
prineiiMU Act is hsicbj amended by the addiiioa d the following paragraph : 
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Iw2!l JmS tu*^ J!^y. «(tkit itt tor wUoh 'taiprtaHUMtt to 

Sto >Mi i i tw i rt at toMttoa M «t Mm ptiaMpd MM to hotobj MMtd hy ttoid*- 
MtiOM of the diAaittoa ot th« Mnt "(loMieito” Md iht wwMimim' MMighr «l Ikt 
fellowfaig deftnitioii :— 

"Domteite** tMi mean tlia pliM In which n penon has bia pieauu panmnent 
hOBMb or praaeni pennanent raiklenoa or, to whieii he reiorne ae bia prmnnt naimaneat 
nboda and noc lor a naere epeoial or tempomry parpoae ; and a perauu ahall uot^dee-oed 
to havB a domicile within the Unlou or any pforiuod (aa the eaae may be) for the parpoae 
at tala Act aniem he hae lawCally rmkied therein for a coutinoooa period ot throe yearn, 
otherwiee than ander terms of oondttional or temporary reaideiioe permitted by thia 
Aot or any other law, or aa a penon nnder detentiouin priaou, jjail, felurmatcry ot 
aae nt a ) boapital, and a person ahall te deemed for the parpjses of this Aot to hate lost 
hie domioiie within the Union or any prorinoe (as the case may be) if he abeenta himaelf 
from the Union or that profinoe (aa the eaae may be) and dors not return to the Union of 
that Piorinoe (ee i he oaae may be) within three years from the date of departnio tbera- 
from or in the oaee of a person who absented himseif from the Union or any prorinoe 
(as the oaaa may be) prior to the lit Angnst, IPto. does noc return ti» the Uuion or that 
proeinct (as the case may be) before the 1st August Ibitf ; ptoTideti tliat in cases when 
a person prooeede oterseas for a spwiai or temporary purpose the Minister may 
authorise the iisne of a certificiite of identity under the provisions of anb-section (S) 
of aeotfon of thia Aot allowing the person concerned to return to and retnme hia 
residmiee in the provinoe named within the period specified in such oertihoate or any 
extension thereof not exceeding lO years in all. 

SI. Amendment of Section tf of Aot No. 22 ot :~Seetion 6 of the Indiana 
Belief Act, IS 14 is hereby amended by the addition after the words any port in India** 
of the words ^ or elsewhere.** 


Obaptek 111— Registration of Asiatics, 

IS. Surrender of Asiatic registiation eertifioate:— A Registration oertificata laanod 
under the proTiakma of the Aiiatio Law Amendment Aot, 1207, of the Transvaal Asiatic 
Registration Amendment Act, Registration Amendment Act, 1908, of the Trnnsvnal 
(Aot No, 88 ot 1908), may be anrrendered by the holder to the Registrar of Asiatics and 
inch aurrender shall be oon^osive eeidenoe that such Indian has abandoned any right 
of or incidental to entry, residence or domioiie in the Transvaal Provinoc. 

88, Circamstanoes in which application for Asiatic Registration certificate may be 
made If an Asiatic who has failed to make application lor registration in acooMaaoe 
with the provisions of paragraph (8) of section fixe of the Asiatic Registration Amsadmeat 
Act, 1908 oi the Transvaal, ahall latisiy the Registrar of Asiatics that aneh failnro 
was dac to sosse good and sofileient canie, the Minister of the Interior nwy, in bla dis- 
entkm, anthcriae the Registrar to receira an application for registration from sooh 
Adatio and the application ahall be dealt with in all respecte aa if it bad been in 
•oeoideiiee with the proTiaione of the aald aection and all the proTisione of Act Mo, 88 
of 1908 of the TraniTaal aa amended fay thia Act which would ha?e applied if the 
appUcathm IM been ao made ahall apply acoordingly. 

84. Aamndnmnt of ISection 7 of Act No. 88 of 1908 of Tranevaal Section 7 of the 
Aaiatio Begiitoatimi Amendment Act 1901 of the Traniraal ii hereby amended by the 
delethm ef the wesdi aara as in the next aaooeeding eeetion ie prorided.*' 

88, Aamndment of Section 9 of Act of No, 88 of 1908 of Tranefanl Soetioii 9 
of the Aiiatlce Bfagiatiation Amendnmnt Aot of the Trana?aal ie heieby 



Cmaptbb IT— Suppiemontaiy. 

98. Bepeol of lawa:— The laws mentioned in the Sehedole to this Act ahall be and 
m h ewt y repealed to the extent set oot in the foorth oolnmn of the aebedole, 

S7. Shofft title and oo mme no e em n t of Act This Act may be cdled as the Anas 
Bufirvaiiuu and Immigratieo and Bcgiatiatlon (farther Provision) Act *19983 and shall 
mm Inlo feree on the first day ot Angaat 198e* 
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The Bill in the Union Assembly 

la introdadag tha Bill ia the Uaioa AaaeaiUy on the 8SBD JULY 1985, 
Dr. MALANi Miniater of the Interior, dedsred that ita late introdnction 
would give the country an opportunity of aaeertaiaing the policy of the 
^vemaient who, in torn, would be able to profit by oonatroctive eritieiam. 
The Aaiatio problem waa very preaaing in South Africa. It waa not for one 
paitioular party. It ahould be beyond party atrife. 

Dr. Malan briefly aummariaed the prinoiplea of the bill which, he aaid. 
would not aatiafy the eztremiata aa he endeavoured to ateer a middle coorae. 
Some would oonaider he had gone too for, othera not far enough. The bill 
eteted on the auppoaition that the Indian waa an alien in the countiy. No 
eolution would aatiafy the country which did not reault in a very conaider’ 
able reduction of the Indian population, not by forcible meana, but by a 
me^od of application of preaaure to supplement the inducementa held out 
to Indiana to leave the country. 

Dr. Malan aaid that the bill to a certain extent followed well-known 
linee like the bill introduced by the late Government, but it went a good deal 
further in the direction oi carrying out the recommendations of the Asiatic 
Enquiry Commission. It dealt not only with resident and commerciiJ 
segregation but also with land-ownership, specially in Natal. It also pro- 
p(MSd to amend the Immigrants Regulation Act with the object of putting a 
stop to Ihe influx of Indians, especially women, which was still going on to 
a considerable extent. A notable omission was that the bill did not deal 
with the issue of trading licenses. 

Dr. Malan declared that he had tried to respect as far as possible the 
ausoeptibilities *^1 the Indian i^pulatbn. The bill did not mention the 
Aahtica as a. class ezcei^ where it was unavoidably necessary to do so. He 
emphasised that the introduction of the bill must not be taksMC aa dosing 
the door to any negotiations or communicatioDS between the Government of 
the Uniott a^ India as regards the Indian question. On the contrary, he 
eoneidored that a statement of the Government's policy as embodidi in the 
Mil would very materially help any further negotiations. 

BeiAdag to aa interruption of General Smuts, Dr. Malan said it 
would not be in the public interest to asaka a statement at present with 
rsgudtoAtaeiotiatiou hitheito. 



31 Ave.*t5} the DURBAN PROTEST MEETING Ml 

Dr* Malui wished to empheeite tbit wbeoeTer the bill might be 
peieed it would teke efl^ from the let Augiiet, 1925, the reason beiug 
that Mio hOl reepeeted certain reeted rights and if this step was not taken, 
he wae afraid there would be a general scramble among the Indian popula- 
tion for the creation of vested intereets. 

The bill paaaed the fint reading. 


Mass Meeting at- Durban 

The introduction of this Bill evoked an all-round protest in South Africa 
and India and a mass meeting of Natal Indians, attended by delegates from all 
over the province, was held at Durban on August 31 under the auspices of 
the NaMl Indian Congress to protest against the Bill. Several prominent 
Europeans, including Mr. F. A. Laughton, K. c.. the itev. A. Lamont, Dr. Sage 
and Captain Elliot attended the meeting. Mr. Amed Bayat, the chairman, 
in analysing the provisions of the Bill described the iK>licy of begregation of 
Indiana as * retrogressive * and the immigration piovisioiis as ' alarming.' 
In eoneloaion he made an appeal for the avoidance of extrav;igant or wild 
language and said : * We are British liidiaiis ant] wo have earned a name by 

being law-abiding, but no one can question our right to quarrel against unjust 
laws.’ After the chairman delivered his speech, Mr. Ijaughton spoke 
feelingly on the position of Indians. He desoril>ed the position as a 
serious and complicated one and declared that Indians who were lK>r!i 
there were British subjects and eiititletl to the same protection its 
Europeans. He laid stress on the fact that the Indians bad acquired 
much landed property in Natal, hod established oxteusivo businesses and 
had contributed largely to the rates and taxes without having any voice 
whatever in legislation. To him it api>eared as monstrous to deport 
forcibly with the aid of the police an Indian as to shoot him. ' Yet this 
is the remedy in effect’ be observed, 'advocated by the Minister who 
introduced the Bill before us, because be frankly admits that he expects the 
effect of the Bill to he a large reduction of the Indian population by making 
things so hot for them that they would he compelled to go without the assis- 
tance of the policeman.’ He declared that freedom had ever been the 
guiding star of Englishmen and Dutchmen alike and he asked whether those 
who fought for their freedom were going to he the oppressors. He told bis 
feUow-conntiymen that ' a stiu^ of history shows that oppressive legislation 
may take its goune for a time, aooompanied always by the groans of the 
oppresMd, hut in the end it never has been, and never will be, successful.' 
He further remarked: 

** Are we, after eepriving tbe Indiaos of any repreieDtation whatever, going to uko 
away fiem them all opportuiity of advanoemeDt and bappiDcwi in life ? Tbe Indiaue 
have Bot even been bnmgbt into friendly diaemsion as to the piovisbrns of this Bill. 
Here they are foraed by an overwhf^ing tide into what they consider tbe culminating 
calamity of their lives. It is true that tbe Hinister, after saying that the Bill wiii 
ctt«<iB.y las^ and alter mying in effeet that be anticipates that tbe provitioas of the 
Bill wlU on^e it so hot for tbe Indians that their nombers will be eonsiderably decrcaied, 
•aid that bn was icndy to receive the remarks of Indians on the Bill. Is he iikc*y to hav^j 
any 1 alter a ssmterer is found gnilty the jndge goes through the formality of asking 
him if be has any remarks to make ns to ssDteBeeb&gpamed against him*'. 



Ma INDIANS IN SODtH AFRICA 

lo eondoaScNit tha tpeakar aogfaatod Aa a^pomtaaot of a boaid of Area 
EuiopaMiaf ona to laiiraaant Aa Tiawa of Boropaaoa« aooAar Aoaa of Indiana 
and Aa AM to aat aa an impartial aliairnian» to haar Aa oifajtationi of 
Indiana and to angtaat amandmanta. AnoAar Bnropaan apaakar who ad- 
draatad tha maatiDg waa Aa Rot. A. Lamont who fait Aat *if afoiy othar 
Eofopaan voioa wara dumb, hit would apaak on bahalf of hia faltowmao lor 
tha Indian oornmnnity/ Tha qoaation, ha aaid, was not a poliAsal ona, 
it want daapar than all party, it raiaad an imparial iaaua. Ha, aa a ataonoh 
aopportar of the praaant Oovernmant on idmoat araiy qneation, hoped Aat 
tha maaanra would not paaa Aa Union lagialatura. If it doaa an actual 
iiduatica will ba perpetrated. 

Among the reaolutiona paaaed by the meeting waa the following : — 

** That this naM meeting of Natal Indiana aaaembled in the Durban Town Hail under 
tbe aupioei of Uie Natal Indian Congreaa, hereby placet on record ita emphatic proteat 
againat the Aieaa Beaervation and Immlg^ion and Registration (further ProTiaion> 
Bill now before Parliament which has tor its object our compulaoiy aegiegation, tbe 
deprivation of our proprieury and trading rights, farther restriction of our domiciliary 
rights and the ultimate extinction of the Indian community aa openly declared by tbe 
Minister of the Interior, inasmuch aa it Is oontrary to all known laws of equity and 
jostioe'*. 

The mover of Ae resolution in a strong speech chamcterised the measure 
as * un-British,’ * un-Christiau’ and 'most inhuman.* Another resolution which 
was moved lao as follows 

* That this meeting of Natal Indians affirms the suggestion submitted by the Sooth 
African Indian Congress for a Bound Table Conference as tbe only solution for a settle- 
ment of the Indian question, and requests the said Booth African Indian Congress to 
again make lepiesentations to tbe Union Oovernment with a view to bring about a 
Coaferenoe of representatives of India, England and South Africa **. 

Mr. Godfrey, who moved the resolution, made a very tempenta speech 
and said Aat Ae Indians recognised Aat Aere were difficulties which had to 
be bridged over by wise statesmanship. He pointed out that even Ae 
Dnrton Towu Council had passed a resolution asking Ae Government to 
accept a round table conference. 

All-India Hartal in India. 

Sunday Ae 1 1 A October was fixed by Mrs. Sarpjini Naidu, Presldeni* 
elect of the Indian National Congress, ae Ae day for Ae public expjreasion 
of Ae national sentiment against Ae haiA and high-handed antiwatio 
legislation of Ae South African Union Government. Accordingly, on this 
day prayers were offered and public demonstrations of indignant protest were 
held throughout Ae length and breadth of India. The meetings were very 
well attended by persons beior.6ing to different parties and representing 
different AadeFof opinion. A perfect All-India Hartal was also otoerved 
on Aia day. 


The Govt of and die Soudi African Govt 

During all this while Ae Govt of India wu keeping His Migeaty’s 
Government in oontiniions and eioee tomb wtA Ae genend viewc rei^^ 
the position ol.Indisns in Ae Union and Aie BDl in putienbirt sod w^ Ae 



THE ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE MS 

itNQgCh M tlk% Ming wldoh feha ganenl diiabilitlei impoMd oo fniliani in 
Soolli AMen nod Ibis nannire in pnrtioiilnr had evoknd* lAoreovor* th^ 
aMn in wMamm oomapondanoe with the Qomnment of the Union re* 
gaading the le eM nt or e end they were repaatadly preaaing upon them the 
anggeation for^ n oonfennoe na regnrdi their gmini policy townida Indiana. 
In the attemalaTe they inrited them to make other auggeitiona likely to 
reaolt in a pormanent and aatuiaotory cetdemeuti , 

The Union Govemmenti howeyer. did not agree to the propoaala for a 
oonfeieue^ They were indined to agree to a oonlerenoe reetrioted to the 
eonaideration of a more effeotiye repatriation aoheme which, in their worda, 
will reanlt in a oonaiderable reduction of the Indian population in South 
Africa and to propoeaU for the mitigation of the economic competition 
betwCMBn Indiana and other classes in South Africa, and they asked to for- 
mulate concrete .auggeatious regarding the latter. To such unfair proposals 
the Oovernment of India could not agree. So, before entering upon any dis- 
cua^n about yoluntary repatriation or making suggestions regarding com- 
petition, they asked for assent of the Union Government to sending a 
Deputation to South Africa to collect information regarding the economic and 
general position of Indians in the Union. On November lOth the Union 
Goyemment aoceeded to this request and, a fortnight later, the Government 
of India dcapatohed a Deputation, the purpose of which is given in the 
following Government Communique, dated the 25th November 1925: — 


The Govt, op 1mi>ia Oommukiquk. 

«• Tlis depotation which the Oe?eriimeiit of India have dcoiileti to Mriid to Soutli Africi 
with the coucaireiiqe of the Union Govcriimi'nt Hancd from llumbay to-day. Ai ha^ 
been already anuoanovd, iis purpose is to collect iiiluimaiioii icgaiding the ecouuiuu 
oonditkm and the general position of tiie resident liuiiau uummuniiy in South Africa 
and to form an appreciation of their wishes and rcquireuieuts. This iufoiinatlon i» 
urgently required by the Qoeerumeut of India to help them in making their case with 
regard to the Areas Ueicrvation and Immigration and Hegistration (Further l'iovision> 
Bill which will come op for consideration in the South African i'arliament early neat 
year. It is evident ihat if the investigation with which tbts deputation has U'en charged 
had been deterred, no time wonld have been left for its execution before tbo Union 
Government proceeded with their legislation and the Government of imlia would conse- 
qaently have been ceriooily ^ndicapped in making the necessary representations in Kgard 
to that legislation. 

“ The cole object of the Government of India in sending the deputation to South Africa 
is their sinosfe desire to improve the situation of Indians resident in that country and 
their chances of seenring this end would have been seriously jeopardised if it bad been 
decided to delay the sending of the depctatlou. The decision to send a depotation t « 
Couth Atnca at the present juncture is of great importanoe as oftering the best and 
perhaps the last chance, before the Union Government Uke up their projected Asiatic 
legislation, d arriving at a better undersunding w»u the Union Government regarding 
tbe potatkm of Indians iu Sooth Africa. 

** It is in tome way unfortunate that the South African Indian Congresa who were 
wade aware come days ago of the decision to despatch a depntation from India, should 
have decided to tend a deputation to this country at the same time, as tome of the members 
ef their depntotton would have otherwise been able to give able nseistanoe to ibo 
Mfan depniatiiMi to Sonth Africa, But the objects of the two deputations are not in- 
^onalme&t. The South African Indian Congrese have promised to place its trrviees at the 
dispocol of tbo Qovomment of India's deputation and to make arrangements to assist it 
iw miasioB. On theii tide the Government of India are anxioiis to -be in possession 
^ tot fnUeat tofonnatioB on every point affecting tbe position of Indians in Sonth Africa, 
^fiws the from Sonth Africa comes with important information to import 

wgMding the InduMi sltiithiTi there^ they ore aasnrrd of a cordial welcome in tbfe country 

* qratpathetio heoiiag at the of the Government and the people alike.** 
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Thb Govt, of Isoia (Paodisoh) Dbputatk»i. 

Aooordioglyi the Goveromeiit of Indie depatetion Mited for Sooth Airieo 
on l^e 26th November* The depotetion ooumted of Bir. O. F. Pbddteon, 
Commiiiloner of Leboori Madne* ae Iti Cheirmao, Mr. Ban Ali n a member 
and Mr. G. S. Bajpai» Deputy Secretary to the Govemmeot of India* ae 
Secretary. The* name of the third member, which wae annoonoed later, 
waa Sir Devapraead Sarbadhikary. He left for Sooth Africa on the 9th 
December. 


The South African Indian (Rahman) Deputation 

On November 19th newa arrived that the South African Indian depute* 
Hon headed by Dr. Abdur Bahman was on its way to India to pot the caoee 
of Indiana in South Africa before the Government and the people of India. 
The personnel and olqeot of this deputation waa cabled to the Government of 
India liy the South African Indian Congreaa on the 2 1 at November. The 
cable runs thus 

** The CongreM in its MMioa at Cape Town appointed a deputation to wait on the 
Minister of the interior with resolotlcos patted, rejecting the BiJl A Mo on principle 
and suggesting a ronnd table conference of the Union and Imperial Gtovemments, and 
the representatives of India and the Congress, to decide on the whole Indian question. 
The Minister was emphatic on not altering the principles of the Bill, He was prepared 
to itfer the Bill to a select committee to afford the Congress an opportunity of criticising 
the details of the BUI. The Congress executive thereupon decided in the terms of the 
resolution passed at a conference on a deputation to India, conosting of Br, Abdul 
Babman, Cape Provincial Conncillar, Advocate Godfrey, Congress deputy president, 
Mr, Father, Congress treasurer, SFt. Bayat, Messrs. Bbawsni Dayal and Rustomji, ofioialn 
iff the Katal Indian Coogreee, Mr. Mirsa, Secretary, Transvaal British Indian Association, 
all folly acquainted and informed on the economic and other questions, as also with the 
wishes and requirements of the community. They are sailing on Monday, the 3Sid 
instant, The executive of the Congress submit that the interesto of the South African 
Indian community will be best served if the Government of India's deputation defers 
sailing, pending the arrival of the Congreee deputation 

Accordingly, the South African Indian deputation sailed for India on the 
23rd NovemW and arrived at Bombay on the 12th December. Here they 
■tayed for 4 days and then left for Calcutta on the 16th December to 
present their grievances before H. E. the Viceroy. They waited on the Viceroy 
on the l9Hi December and presented the following Memorandum:— 

The Deputation*# MomoranduBi . 

" We the undersigned, A Abdur Rahman, J. W. Godfrey, Amed Bayat, tiorabjee 
KneComjee, V, 8. GAPather, Bbawani Dayal, and A A. Mina, 'delegates of the South 
Afrlean Indian Congress, duly appointeil at the Fifth Sesaion held in Capetown on the 
eth November, 1SS5, deeire to thank Tour Excellency for receiving the depotation, and 
letpeotfnlly big to aubmlt to you a ehori etatement of the preeent position of Indians in 
booth Africa and of the effect of the Areae Reeervatioa and Immigration Beetrlctioa 
(Farther Provision) Bill on their future status. 

** Bir, yon will, d on tle ss, reooHect that you were pieoaed in Moreb, IBSt, to receive 
A deputation of Sooth African Indians, suppoited by Sir Jamsetji JeejiUMgr and other 
prominent and influential leadcra of Indian pnblfe o^nion. That depntatta net only 
pkmed before Your Baoeilenoy very folly the petition of Indians as It ertSsd then, bet 
they elao stated' th^ latheligbtef the sostafned and irraiional antl^AsIstie esstpafga 
in Ssnth Africa, the Indians viewed the tetnre ontloek with the graveit sppriheniisn. 
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” —l t d lhat Toot lioelleaqrhMtiioeaieBwatehed tntJbaoretiiftBOidiavj 

cmttaitMdtf Sootli AffteMil^giitotSoa; tbtijMmaqtftUtted with t^d httt vitwtd 
with dlMpprohttiOB the pmalgatloa of two Protliiehu OnllaMoei which qoitt itototij 
deprived Indtaaeof the Meoieipel mad Thwaohip fmaehiei ia Natal, aad the adoptloa of 
other Ordinaaoee whleli plaoe feither ititriotiQBe oa their tradiag aad ptopnetaij ilfhte. 
Coaviaeed that Yoer Bzoelleacj kaowa all thli, aad heiag aware that yoa hate alto 
kept Sa oiow tooeh with the dmitb Afrioaa Ooferaaefot, we feel that it woold he 

aa aet of aopereroijation to r— tte the oaee of Indiaae aa it^xiats to-day. 

Neaertheicei, dir, permit aa to aommariae briefly oar exiatiag griceaaeea. Thia will 
ahow ap more glariagJy the impoaaibilfty of ladiaaa to aar?i?e aad retoia their amabood 
BBder aay farther impeaition of reatriotioaa, aad moreover, it will emphaatae omm« tally 
aad clearly the dire efleou oa them of the Areaa Beaervatioe aad Immigratioa Reeuictloa 
(Farther Proviaion) Bill — the Bill which haa drivea aa, aa a laat leaouree, lu aeek year 
aid ia the calamity which ataree oa ia the fhoe and which threateaa to overwhelm the 
whole iadiaa oommanity. Briefly then the poeitioo la aa fbllowa : — 

** la the Cape Pioviaca there are appioximaiely 8,000 Indiana, who enjoy eqaally with, 
other non-Boiopeana both the parliament^ aad the manicipal franehiae. No reatrietiOBa 
have eo far been placed apon them which do not aleo apply equally to other non-Saropeaaa. 
They are atill free to perchaae fixed property, to trade aod to raaide where they ohooee ; 
aad, except that appiicatlona by them for peimiu to tiade are freqaontly refoecd eolely 
beoaoiie they are Indiana aa waa pointed oat by the Aaiatio laqaiij Commiaaion of lOfll, 
we are glad to a^ Indiana have no complaint to make either agaiaet Baropeana ia that 
Province or the Qovernraent. 

** la the Oraago Frao Suto there are only abont 800 Indiana, who were allowed to 
enter that Province on the ttrict amleratandiae that they remained ia the dameatic aervloe 
of Baropeana. Immigration on any other conditiona ia atrictly forbidden. 


** The Traaaeaal has a popolation of approximately 18,000 Indiaai, They have never 
enjqyed either the pariiaiaeutary or the manicipal franehiae, and they are proltibited by 
Act 8 of 1888 and Aet 87 of 1818 from acquiriag immovable property. 80 far, however, 
there haa been a little diflienity in obtaining trading lioeaae; Bat in 1885 the Proviaeial 
Coancil paared the General Dealera Control Ordinance, which, according to the Aiminia- 
tirmtor, it intended to regatate, control and reetrict the granting of lioenoee to Aaiatiea In 
fotme. The elect of the Ordinance haa not yet been felt by the Indian oommnnity. 
But in eiew of the manner io which n eimtlar Jaw ia being admioiatered in tba Cape 
Province where tbe anti-Aaiatic feeling ie ooapafatively mild, we have no heeitatfcm la 
predicting that very few or no new lioenaes will be granted in fatnre. Fartbennora, 
tbe Ordinance hat been made retroepective. All lieenoea, therefore, iiioed cinoe Jnly 
1886 will in 1886 be regarded aa new lieencea aad will probably be refoaed when they 
come ap for reaewal, and in tbe oaie of refaaal of new lioenoee there ia no right of appeal. 


** Naul haa an Indian popalation of aboat 140,000 of whom a large proportion are 
bom in the ooantry, being deKendanta of thorn who by their laboar aad indnatry trana- 
flormed that Provinoe from a wlldemcm into a garden. In tbe year 1886, Indiana were 
deprived witboat the tlightett jnitifioation of their Parliaamnl^ Franehiae, bat no 
leatrietiona waa plaoed npon them with reapect to the aoqulaition of fixed property or the 
Tight to trade and to reaide where they choae. In 1806 however, tbe Natal L^ialatnre 
paaeed two draatio meaaorea : one waa deaigned to atop tbe iaaoe of new trading lioeneca 
to Acinlioa forthwith and the other to prevent tbe renewal of exiatlng lieenoea after 1818. 
Them meaanrm^ needlem to aay, did not receive tbe imperinl (tovernnmnt'a aamt, nad 
the trading righta of Indiana were left nndlatarbed. 

** Than Sir, when the depntation waited apna yon in 1888, nlthoagh ladiaaa ex- 
perleaoed aooM dUBcnlty la obtaining new lieenoea to trado aad deapite the fact that 
thqrmflarcd many minor indfgnHieaaa a remit of vcmtiou and rmtrictive icgnlationa 
then In operation, neverthaleaa, thqy Mill cnjeyod tha fnll mnnleipal nod townahlp 
ImnOhim oqanBy with Bnropeani, nnd they otm rctnined the right to own fixed proper^ 
and to lerido where they eboie withont lei or hindmaoe. 

*« Slaeo then nehangeior tbe worm boa taken ptaoe. throe Provincial Ordi n a n ce^ the 
pinviiloiiect which arc Intended to be applied to tbe Indian Ocmmralty aUaoM oicl«ioi|y, 
haveiociivcdtheanentof tbe QovenMr-Genena-inXkmneU, da^tc very atroog pr oteM e 
agaiaM them, two cl three Gidlaancec, nnme^ the Bcioaghe OnllnaBOc cl ^ the, 
AwmMpi FMaohIm AmcadeecntOidlaaBoe 1836 tnhm together, ^ oac Mr^ol 
deprimaUbidimi d their manicipal aad towadlp taamhlM right ioyeNfo» nlth^ 
tbrnpoMtlw atoamuy qaallScitloaa, If their a— i an act ali^ m tto mty 
jcli.^fa iBithm ehnee la theStMd theee Otdhmaeea, Maniolpnlltiee ham the power 
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t# wvUktt tlw owsBnktoMr MOMpstloft 4ll VMriisBsltd MiMioioftt Is&di \s wimbs 

flf JilBliO Sbt iMvi WMUfyg tbt HiTtl Otiltn lioaMii^ Of^tatBOB 

mmt iiMdi wbtwdiy It It i# tfiMifll tppiikiiiot lor liemo to tnidt. Atttoit 
tiM dirtotw iC Um BoMd in tl» omo of ac«r oppl i tmoBB to wtU BBBpptfcaUBBB for 
ttOBBtir fiOBi OBB pi— i B BB to BBothor, Umbb IB BB fiflit Of oppcBl. A§ tbit OttUtumm it 
BptBiBlIy dfBtgBBO to vortHot tfodl^ bar MbUbi^ oad bb It to BdailBtoleiBd Ib thot opirity 
It to diflottlt lor Toor XxoBlloBigr to ooBOBifB bow IndtoBB ore iBfierlBg thcKoador, 

DilBBl OBtlOOik 

tbto brief BBd MiUicqBBBtJp <iiBdfqBBte svasamrar of tbo opp—aitB Bud 
dUnoatlBl Ibwb Ib opbtbuob to-dop in ttooth Alrl^ It wiU be teen tbot further reotrio* 
t— B bofo boBB pli^ OB iBdiB&B BltcT tbc S&tervtow of IBIS, BBd tbot the totra which 
ladtoBB thoB BBtortBiBBd bad beoB w«ll fooBded. Bat, Bir, we bib to bare no reapicey 
BBd OBBB BfBiB WO BIB coofroBted with BB oBtlook that aee— , efea dorher Bad BMne 
dliBMl. Aaif'thoc—BlBtiee effect of the m—j IrkeoBM rcgBiBtiooa, the iBdigBitiee wo 
BBfler. the cortBilaMBt of our righti, the BbridgaaeBt ot oar pri?UcfBB— bb if the 
0— BlBtlfB efleot of all theae was not aaflctoBt to cmah the lodtoBo Ib tiaae, a aection of 
SuopBBBB are proBBCBtiBg their OBe-Bktod and bb}— racial warfare with aoeb uttBoitp 
BBd rigoar ae to cootiBoe aa that thej will not halt aatil thej icaoh a point jast ahort 
of whBieaalo estanBiBatioB of ladiaaBi 

**1b reapOBaa to the claBoroaa deiMada of thoM racialtota^ the UnioB Governaient 
iBtfodaced Jaat Scaaion into larltoai ent, and baBe pr— iaed to place on the Btatata 
Booba daring tha fortho— ing 0— ton, what to baown aa the Areaa Beaerration and 
iMigratioB BBd Begiatratioa (Faisther Froriaton) Bill, which, at Yoar BBoellencj knewa^ 
la tha pri—ry, if not the aole caaae, of oar bariag been denoted to aeek yoar aid in the 
boar of Bead* 

^ Tha Bill OB the lace of it to pare ** Cl— legtolation.** That it to intended to ba 
odatlBtotarad aolaly againat Indianai to qalte clear tr— the fact that all other non* 
XaropeaBB, na— lyi Cape ooloareda, Natl— , Malayaa, Maoritian Cieolcai and Bt. 

— OB— pted fr— ita operation. Itt objecti aa to plainly atated, to to drire Indiana into 
J— ttOBO or aieaa. red— then to iadaatnal aerfa and thaa altinately boat th— oat of 
doath Africa^ Thia to clear not only fr— the eari— aectiona of the Bill ittelf, bat 
Blao If— the ap— h of the Minialar who» whan iruodaciBg it into Parlianent, aaid : 
*• that the Bill fraakiy ataru fr— the geBciai aappoeition that the Indian aa a r— in 
thto ooBBtiy to bb alioB elenran t in the popala—, and that no eolation of thia qaeatton 
will be a— ptable to the coanuy anJeaa it leealla Ib a reiy oonaidciable redaotion of 
tha Indian popalation in thto eoantiy.*' 

** Thto principle of o— palaory aegregatton for tradiai^ and reaideBtial parpo— 
which ia diatiBOtly laid down in the Bill . to one wbiob the Indian C— manity cannot. 
Bay, d— Bot a— pt. Toar EiceUenoy a— led the depatation of 1920, that yon aleo 
were oppoaed to the principle of aegregration and you inapM the Indian Conmnnity in 
Booth Africa and the people of India with hope when you espreaaed yoaraelf thaa. 
^ Thay (the Indian Qo—BiaeBt) — equally at — with you in the objection you take to 
the OoBMatoaioB'a aaggeation rcgaidiag rolaBtary eegregation whether rcaidential or 
eoauBereial.** it to not difioalt, therefore^ for Yoar Xsfrilenoy to gauge the bittem— 
and iatOBoity of the feeling in Booth Afiioa agaiaat thia Bill. 

Natiee ««LooitiOBi*’ 

**We dailxe alao to at— that the condittoBB which prevail Ib *? looationa** in which 
Batl— — 0 — peUed tolive in porta of the Union — appalling, due in every 
—ta— to the negleot on the part ot Manioipatttfea to aapply and attead to the ea— tiai 
— vtoaa xtqalalla lor a healthy and clean life. The Ailatio inqaiiy C— lalaaion of 1921 
w por— agatnt eega—ti on aa foUowa:-*** We'flBd onael— wholly anable to aapport 
the poBoy of lepieiaioB which — advocated by ao— of the witaeaaea. Indiaoriminate 
aagfigatimi of Aaiatioa in looationa and afanilar ra at r lot i ve a a caau a aa would — ult eventually 
in leduolBg tb— to helotiy. Bueh— aan— apart fr— their IbJ— lea uBd InbiunaBity 
would degrade the Aaiatie and ve— upon the Xuropcaa.’* Moreover the Bill to la 
rielatiOB if the apirit and iBlOBtiOB of the Qaadhi-Bm— Betti— eat ; for it wao 
BBditBtood that bo fvthar anU-ladtoB togtototta wonld be hnpo— and thatthe then 
e—— a lawa would baadaiiBtotaied in at— —imer with due iVgMd to veated righto. 

*<flor th— reaaona ataBO the ladton ooMity caa— aoapt the Bill. 

^Vartlwi— le^ the tightenlBg apel the faMBlgratloB lawi^ the Intaifeie— with the 
tiidiag righto^ the saw riairtott— with re— nI to acqalrlBg owaeiahip of load and 
aaqainag iaaaei^ and tta —ar dtoregMRl v loatod righta^^—all th— taken together 
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n a mMw ik wmck ft taaldiblt cilftlftgftt of m&m totnWoi llMift ladteAn «n H feft 
cmMittdftriliffftight IhoeSiftlioaftdoftbithftiihi elftiiit lililtiM ift lit o«mn 
^ ^ ^ tn^teg will ipill iMMlftl4nliiftlkft 

«*4llir lU id lii g €f tiM BUly tiM ladlftft OlMftRl^ te IlM UUOtt «l Bwtk 

AlfSoft thmgb tbe Borntb ladte Congnn pa—d tftt two foUftwiag rtMlftriwi >- 

L That the Sooth Afrioan Indlaa Congran otatra with aiftni tho Anoa BMni^ 
tioD ftBd iBBmigifttioii and Bagtatratlan IPoilber prarlalaft) Bui, wIM la 
in TiolfttioB of the ISH Oandhi-Smuu igproBiiifm, and wbleh haa lar Hi ahiaoift 
the oooipolaoij aagngatioii of indiaiia. the doadeftlta of thoir paapriaiftfy 
r^hta and the oitiaBata eiintnattoB of the Indlaa coowonlty aa apaaij 
declared kf the Miniater of the Interior, aadlMgato aohailtto thaOa««ii- 
Btent that on a natter d principle the Indian Conainnitp ol Baolh Atilaa 
oppoaaa thia Bill in toco. 

X That thia Congieae iirgei open the Union Ootemment to conatnt to a Raand 
Table Conference of repretenutivea of the Union and inperial Ooremnenfa, 
the repreaenutirea of India, the Indian OotemaMni and ffpfaanatifaa 
of the Sooth Africa Indian Congieaa to oonaider the whole poaitiaa af the 
Indiana here and arrive at aa honourable iettlement. 

** Theae reaolntioaa were preaented bj a depuution to the Miniater of the Interior on 
the 16th November 1616, who replied that he waa nut prepared to depart froat toe 
prinolplea of the Bill ; that aa all political partiea in the Union were nnaniaaona on the 
Bill, he hoped to have it placed on the Statote Book and that he waa unable to elate 
what final viewa either the Union Covernaent or Your £xoeileaoj*a Qovemaaant would 
take in regard to the Bound Table Conference aa the matter waa under dlaoaaaion. 

** Our object to-dajr ia, therefore, to * impreaa upon the Indian Qovemaaant the 
orgenoy of aecnring the Union Oovernment'a couaeut to a Hoand Thhie ConfoMoa in 
terma Si the reaolncion afore-mentioutd. 

** We would point out that even if thia Bill doea not become law there aUU reaMia 
unaolved the qieation of Franchioe Bighu, Immigration, Bducation, Trading Lie en caa, eio.^ 
and theae are queationa that call for an earij aolntion. 

** The Indian Community have at ail timea been law-abiding and are prepaied even 
now to anbmit to any and all lawa to which all other aectiona are made amenable. They 
haveaiwaya been prepared to aaaiat by every meana to promote the welfare and proarem 
of the Union. 

** We beg to place before kour Ascellency oar demanda aa law-abiding and reapodCfui 
eitiaena of the Union and aa South Africana to reatore to ua in the Cape Frovinda and 
Natal the politieal righta of which we have been deprived and to grant to na fall po U t i oai 
and civil ^hta in the Tranavaal and the O.F.8. aa enjoyed by the other oommnnitim of 
the Union, Thia will be one of the meana of aolving the Indian proUom in South Afriaa. 

In the event of the Union (Government not aooedlng to the requam for a Bound 
Table Conference and forcing the Bill through Parliament in apite of Your B i oa l l a nqy^ 
and oar ohjDOtiona, then we would reapmully aak yon to aaoure the JUag-Bmpmor*a 
d i aa l lowanoe of the Bill in terma of Seotioo 66 of the South Africa Aot. failing whiob* to 
appeal to the League of Natkam aa the Bill oontraveaaa the apirit and i ata utkm of 
Clauae ZXlIl of the Covenant of the League of Hationa to whiob the Indian QovmmaNnt 
ia a aignatory. 

“In the oonelhaion we again beg to thank Your Bao el l e noy lor g iun jt in g imjtbia 
interview and aincerely pray that Your Bxoellancy'a aflona to ooeure iar< Ihn Mib 
African Indiana a atatna conaiatent with the honour and dignity of the Indi a n Matlin will 
be crowned with 1 

In proaeiifcing tibia MemonuDdiim Dr* Abdnr Rghmin» As Isndir ol Ibo 
dopotniioD> deliTOiod n •peach in the oomaa of which ha Mid 
Dr. Abdnr Rabmun'a Spuo eh . 

"The Bill implied, or rather it ataled claarly, that Indiana wmu ialariat and 
muat be kept away from other aectiona of the poople, capeaialiy Batopoam^ who aonollinfod 
the South Afrioan White population. They were auflering in South Afriaa, and mgr 
mdignf ty thao waa plaoed upon them wao a blow to India. Dr. Abdur Bahamm admd 
whut pomlble objeotion could the Union Farliameat have againat a round lablo aan- 
IWMoef Apparently, the Union Purliaamat waa pr^arod to accept tho odvieo of the 
dep u t a ti on wbleh the Indian Oovemamnt had aent to South AMea. It waa pnpaiud 
to aeoapathdr advice after the Bill hmipamed tho aoeond reading, but it vNmld not aaeopo 
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depMttoa if tilt Mvioe wtt Indeitd bafoit tiit BUI lad pMted the 


tiitadeidttf thti 


<*He ItU tim wm not atiaglt BagUtbmtD In Omt Britain or a^jrwhm in the 
Britiib Btiiiie who wooJd tolerota, opart from the iniottM that Indiau^ eoSned 
alteodji toon atigem and hnotiliation at the hands of a non-Baropean Oovenuneat as 
ladiaas wen oonpeiled to safler at the hands of a saiali ssetion of Eaiopeaaa, The 
pieim atraggle was not annlj an Indian qaestioo. It was now an Asiatic one and 
waa bteoming a. world piobieni. If His BsoeHeney and bis Goforninent thought that 
tbcj oonid not go hny farther to prevent the measare from being placed on the Statnte 
Bom^ tbaa tb^ wen piepaied to my : ** Bcmll the deputation, for it cannot do any 
good. 1]^ not let tim give evidence before the Select Committee. Thej cannot pomibly 
know the poittion. Tell (heat Britain that she mast not allow the Bill to go throngh. 
Short of going to war she maet use everything in her power to prevent this Bill from 


HL E. the Viceroy's Speech. 

Bagifiag to the addrew H. B. the Tieeroj leid 

** Dr. Abdnr Bahman, 1 am glad to have this opportnnity of meeting you here to- 
day, and of dlsoaasing the grave sitaation to which yon have referred in year petition 
and observations. 1 have read and eaamined an advance copy of yonr petition with 
great care, and have listened, with deep interest, to the farther observations with whicb 
joa have now laid it before me. Let ore assare yoa that I have watched the poeition 
of Indiana in Sonth Africa i|ith anxiety and sympathy for some years past, and have 
tate all measaies, as opportanicy oSered, from time to time, which appmred to me 
aanqr Oovemment calcalated to ameliorate their condition. 1 am deeply grieves at 
the pnsent sitaation. It is natural that yon ihoald seek to aeoertein, at first hand, in 
India, tte Mings of the people and the Government of India on these questions, and 
to fortify your canse with what yon will, aodonbtedly, carry away with yon— the warm 
sympathy or the people and the Government of India. 

Need for a Bound Table Conference 


** Great indignation has been felt, and expressed, in India, and public opinion has 
been deeply' pained by the statns which the pr^ecM legislation in South Africa proposes 
to am%a to Indians. It has been observed with apprehension that, in introdnoing the 
Bill, Indians Imve bera detoribed as an alien element in the pupolation of the Dominion, 
and intentiona have been expremed of solving the problem by srenring a very considerable 
xednetion In the Indian population of the Union. Vonr depaution lays stress and rightly 
so, on the naceasity for a round table oonferenee. This saggestion has been repeatedly 
preaOMl by moaadmy Government sinoe it was first pot forward by Mr. Thomas, during 
his visit to Boath Africa. It has aot, however, as yet been aooepM by the Government 
of Boath Africa, We urged the Goverament of Sooth Africa in addition, to agree to 
oar dwpaiinhtlig n deputation to Booth Africa to asoertoin tlw facts regarding coonomio 
eonditionaoC Indiana and the efleot npon them of the oontemplated legislation, so that we 
might te in tim best position to make representations concerning these measores, based on 
aeoarate inlonaation regarding the sitaation. Onr oonorete proposals regarding the 
deputation to that Government were made on the 9th October last, and acoepM by 
that fikivoramenl on the 10th November. We at onoe look steps to oonstitote a depnta- 
tion, and hstorand the Government of Boath Africa that we were deepatohing it oo 
the Both November. The first iefonaation of yonr deputation, whicb we received, was in 
a Beater's tcJegiam of the 19lh November. This decision to arnd the (Government deputa- 
tion was thus leaobed before we heard of yonr depautioo. We atuibnte importance 
to oar depatation, hecaase of the mfonsatioa it smy be expected to proeare. It was 
desiia^ to lom nf tism la taking advantage of the assent of toe Union Government 
to hs visit. Althoogh, in many respeota, it would andoabtedly have been prefeimble, 
if these two dopatation bad not c r osse d eaeh other, yet there is no real daplicatioa of 
fanotionsi ii was onoe apprehended, in a deputation from the Government of this country 
■ visitiim Boath Afrioa at the mmo tisse ae a depatatioa from indiaoe in Boath Africa 
visItaMfa. The more light that can be shed on this diflonlt qoeetion, the better; tfar 
faUer the andorstandliMb the mon llbsly that some avenoe may be found to resiedy 

India aovemmenrs Bight to make Bepreeentations. 

^ f and my Gove rnm ent greatly hope timt \ib» deputation we havesenl to Booth 
AfrlQaemy ooUem M and mabs which may serve as a basis for fresh 
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pBoportlL OB Itaet to which the Uaion OoveniMeBt «uij be ditooead to agrae. We bUd 
ooDfideBliliaiy espect that year depataUoo eeaj help with aome ooBatraetivo eaiM. 
ttoae at ealae to the aaaae end. I .talij aoderataad the depth of feeiiag bj which year 
ooBaaraBiW and ladian opiaioa geaeihUi:,- it eceaeieed. I do aot aader-iate the atitatth 
of the ap|»iBfaeaeioiia 70 a eBtertaia. * Neeertbeieaa. whilat it ie aataral that job ahoBid 
pf eeeB t yoBfcaaea with OQBai.ieTabie vigoor, it matt he raaemhefed that the iaaoe it 
now in South Africa. Boath Africa it a Dominion. lu Parliament baa tall power to pnaa 
kfialation refardiag iti internal allatrt. Peeling in Sooth Africa it natniallj eeasittve 
to teterCerenoe from ontaide. In theae aileira, I have mover, in mj experimwe, known 
B good oanae to eoffer by eober preeentment. 1 and my Government eelphatioaiO bold 
than we haVb n right to make repreaentaiiont regarding meaanrea prejndioial to Indiana 
domiciled in South Africa. It ia a duty from which we ibail never ahrink. We claim 
that onr viewe ehonld be heard and eonaidereil. We have reaton to know that oar ri^t 
toeaake repreaentatioiia, and be heard, ia not diaputed by the Union Governaaent. Indeed 
1 gmtefally aeknowiedge that they have, on varione oeoaokma, giv>*n effect to onr 
aaggeetiona At the aame time we locogniae that the poaition of the Government mnm 
be reepeoted and that bo claim can be aoatained by na of a right to inteifere in their 
doamatie affaire. Should the Union Government be nnahle in the end to aooede to our 
xequeat we reeerve to oaroelfea freedom to take auoh action aa may eeem deeimble in Oho 
oiroomataiioeB of the caae. We have alwaya kept Hia Ma)emy*a Govenunent fully 
informed, through the Secretary of State for India, of the .atrength nf feeling te India on 
the queation of Aeiatic iegiolation in the Union, and of onr own viewa on them queaiiona. 


ProapeotiDot Hopeleaa. 

M 1 cannot eoniuler the proapeeta hopelesa. I believe that the Union Goeotnmettt 
will give carefnl oonaideration to our viewa, baaed aa they are on facta and 4 iqaitable oon- 
■ideiation. It ia evident that, in the absence of Indian fmnebiae, the Unkw Government 
reoogniae that they have a apecial reaponaibility for Indiana in South iPlic 

proaent Union Government have not yet carried any anti* Asiatic legialatiOB. The Oolonr 
Mr Bili was rejected by the Senate. The fate of the present Kill ia etUl undacided. 
Let me remind yon that 1 and my.Goveinment have very carefully watched all piepomla 
in the past for anti- Asiatic legialation. Wc have kept the Union Oovirimms fully 
nppriced of Indian eentimenta regarding theae measures and of the objeetions to thorn. 
Th^ have just received oor representatives with the greatest oonrteay, nod I ghidly no- 
knowledge that, in the past, action baa been fxeQoentl.v taken to meet onr aiiggeiiiona 
legnrding specific measures. 


Past Socoeaa and Pailorea. 


** I am not ante that it is generally recognised what the Union Government have done, 
from time to time, to meet the representations made by my Government, and the ectent to 
which our protests and Kpresentationa have achieved some sneoem. Let me give n few 
inatanoea. First, aa regards the draft ordinances to amend the Natol Township Law of 
1881, in sneh a way aa to deprive Indiana of the township franchise ; various dratm 
were introduced in 1921, 1923, and 1924, and regarding each, in turn, the Government 
of India cabled representations. The Governor-Oeneml in Council withheld aaaent to 
the first, •reserved the second and the fourth for farther oonaideration, and the third waa 
not proceeded with. The fifth ordinance of 1926 received the aanaion of the Governor- 
Geneml in Connell before our representations reached him. In 1926 also a draft 
ordinance to consolidate the Natal Township Law wss Introduced, which would have 
the effect of disenfranchising Indiana already on the electomi roll of townablpa. In response 
to onr icpresentationa we have been informed that the ordinance is aunding over nntil 
the next year, and that, when it ia proceeded with, the franobiee rights of Indians at 
preaent on toe voters* roll will be adequately aafegnarded. Again, as regards tiie Natal 
Boronghs Ordinance of 1926 we cabled represenutions. The Governor-General in Conndl 
nt first reserved the Bill for farther oonsidemtion, bnt nltimately assented on the gronad 
that they were nnwilling to cnrtail the power of a Provincial Cooncil to deal with a 
pniely domestic legislation. Another instoace is the Natal Bniml Dealers* Lieeasing 
Ordtnanoe. Ynrioas drafu were introdoced, all of wbiob were likely atlversely to affsoc 
the trading rights of Indians. The Governor-Oenernl in Conneil withheld oonsent to the 
draft of 1921 , reserved for eonsidexation the draft of 1911 , and asssnted to Cke draft of 
1928 , after explaining how far *he had ’been able to go ia meeting onr wtshes. la the 
case of the Darhnn Land AHenationOidinanes of 1922 , we cabled repreieatatiOBa. The 
Oovarnor-Oeneml in Council assented, but instructed the udmlnisimtor in Natol to 
iatisljr himself before approving racial itotriettoas, in land sales, that Asiatics wws fifca 
^tosonablc oppoituaity for acquiring ndcqnato rsaidcntial sitoa. 

19(a) 
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The CliM AfflM Bill. 

*Tik« intUy tbe Amt Bctemtion ind Immigration and Begiitiation (Fartlicr 
Profiaian) Bill of 1125. Tbe potition it that tbe OoTcniment of India bata alreadj 
lelegfapMd wy loll reprcaentationt regarding tbe Bill, and bare reoeired an aataranoe 
tbal tbmr repretentatione will leeeire tbe eamrit Qootideration of tbe Minittm It may 
Alio bi noted tbal tbe Oofcmment of India bare addremed a detailed deipatob containing 
Ibeir Tiewi on tbe AebtOo Enquiry Commimion*t report, 1911 Tbit detpateb bat given 
rite to a long ooneapondenoe, in the oonrte of which the Union Ooremment hate explained 
their general policy towardt Aiiatict. We are ttill engaged in ditcnaiion. I fieeJy 
admit that, in tome oatet, tbe repretentatione of my Qoternment bate been nnatailing. 
at for eiample, the Natal Pnblic Health Committee*! Ordinance of 1928 and the Tranttaai 
Otneml Dealeia* Control Ordinance Act of 1925. In the cate ofjthe South African liinea 
and Workt Amendment Act of 1925 alto, we made repretentatione, and, though tome 
obanget were introduced to meet Aeiatio eocoeptibilitiei, tbe principle of the Bill remained 
nnehanged. Fortunately, however, the Bill wat rejected in the Senate. In tbe case of 
tbe Clait Areat Bill of 1924, we alto made repretentatione, but the Bill. lapied owing to 
the dimolntion of the Union Parliament. 

** 1 bate laid enough to abow that 1, and my Government, though not alwayt tucoeat- 
inl, hate baen able to aohiete aomething in the patt, and bate every reaaon to believe that 
tbe Union Ooveriunent will give tbe cloaeat conaideration to any propotalt we may 
decide to put forward on tbit occaaion. The deputation in South Africa it working to 
provide at with material to make and anpport our repretentatione. We look to you alto, 
nnd than welcome any eonatructive tuggettioat you are able to give ut. The Member 
«f luy OovemmonL in charge of thit inbject, Sir M. Habibollabt and tbe Secretary of tbe 
Department, Mr. Ewbank, are preaent here to-day. 1 invite yon to keep in dote touch 
witn them, and give your viewt at regarda all claniet of the Bill and their effect upon 
Indiana. Tbit it not tbe place to go into queitiona of detaila, bnt it it impor^t 
that tbqr ihonld hear your viewt upon thote quettiona alto and diaenat them with yon. 
Ton may be astnred that any detailed criticitmi of tbe Bill you have to oflhr, will be 
meat camnlly examined by them. Both 1 and my Government will welcome your 
aanatanoa. At 1 hope, 1 have already made clear to yon, yon may rely on receiving a 
very aymi^thetic hearing from tbe oWmn of my Government. We tbal] carefully and 
anxioiialy concider the beat conrte to follow. 

Unanimity of Indian Opinion on the Qneation. 

It would be premature, on my part, to attempt to indicate the exact meatoret w<> 
■tv adopt, but you may confidentially count on my warm peiaonal intereat inyou? 
dimoultki, and on the tincere detire of my Government to find a way to remedy tbotc 
aniietlea by which yon are now oppretaed. Too may already be aware, --aad if not, 
lit mo aanre yon-«tbat, whatever tbe difierenoea that may exiat, in India, onuthei 
pelitioal queatioa, there it unanimity of opinion regarding tbe poeition of Indiana in 
Booth Afi^ 1 and my Government bielieve that any repreaentationa that may be made, 
and any aotkm that may be taken, in the intereita of India and the Empire; on behalf 
cl the Indiani In Booth Africa, will have the whole-hearted anpport of the people. Vo 
oonm, whicb can legitimately and ccnatitnticnally be uken, will be left unmq^lored, 
and all leaacnalde meainrea calculated to amelknate tbe litnaiion will be taken.'* 


Wwm CBlentla tho deputationiats loft for Cnwnpur to by thair grievanoeB 
Mon M Is^ Natioiial CosgrM (See p. 8B6), 



India in the League of Nations 

Report of the Indian Delegation. 

The Interim Report of the hdien delagetioa to the eemien 
of die Ame m bly of die Lee gae of Nalioae wee pobBthed in Decem- 
ber 1925* The Report, which ia eigned by Lord WilHngdon. the 
Meheceie of Petiele end Sir A. C Chetteijee. it a compieheniiye 
docmnent which, after explaining the oigenimrion of die League*# 
Aecembly. gi ve e a eummaiy of the proceedings of the vmniom com- 
nritteea. The Moeiil qnertion. which wee under diacuerion at the tune 
the delegation was in Geneva, has been omitted from the Report. a» 
die Assembly had nodiing to do widi it 

In concluding die Report die signatories make the following general 
observations regarding die work of the Assembly : ~ 

** As nsosl. this Assembly disoossed a srida field of snljeots arising out 
of difi work of the various pennaoeDt organiastioiis of the League aad the 
deeisiops of the Gounoil of the Asseml^. In previous sessions some of the 
delegalions. remembering the animated dlsmssions on the Draft Treate of 
Mutasl Assirtanoe at the Fourth Assembly and on the Protoool at the Fifth 
Aasmnbly. appeared to feel that the progiamme of the Sixth Assembly was 
somewhirt laoking in interest. A eontributory cause of this impression may 
have been the reluctance of certain delegatioos. paitioolarly those of the 
larger States, including Orest Britain and the Dominiono. to commit their 
Governments prematurely to the adoption of pndwte such as the IntemstionsI 
Belief Union. Armenian Befugees Lom and the propoaed extension of the 
work of health and child-welfare organisetioBs. The Indian delegation, 
however, had reason to feel that certain useful resnlts were obtained during 
the sessiopi. 

** Opportunity occurred lor eatehliriiiBg friendly relationB with repreaente- 
tives of many countries which are breught into conteot with India In trsda 
or otherwise. In various ways, auoh as tha. appointment of its members to 
a special committee, or to perform dutiea such as that of rapporteur, the 
Indian delegation obtained grarifying reoognitioo. 

limited Stesivth of Pel egatiop . 

On account of the limited strssgth of our delegation, we were eompeHed 
toeonfine our attention chiefly to poii# which arose in committee, and were 
hiOT«ly in all caaee settled to our ss t i s fa e tfon , teos obviating the n eeese ity of 
our intervenrton in the Assembly debater It should be remembered in this 
connection that the numeroial strungte of the Indian delegation compaiea 
wy unlavouiably with that of many ether States of much smaller aiae and 
•igiiifioanee. For inetanoe. the Borwogian delegation included three snbr 
lfis(«) 
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ttetafttidtwo tspirtiN tibe Cftilka ddafMioii time nibititiito end Ave 
eeereteiflSt tbe HuDgwiiD dekgiHoB three toMtalet end two ezperti, Ite 
Bonmiintti d el egetioi i fonr lobilltatet end ea ezperti the Uniikh delevitioii 
two ffihetitatei end eo expert, the COnneie delegation three experte and eight 
oeeretarite and the Yeneaiielan delegation two enhetitiitee and an expert. 

"Much of the work of the Aeeemblj ie done in oommitleee and eabr 
oommltteee." It je deeirahle that more than one member of a delegetioQ 
ehoold be preeent at, or at any rate follow, the ooum of each committee. 
With the Indian delegation tbia wee not poeeible. For instance, owing to 
hie preeencc beiog reguired on the I^Tcry Sub-Omimittee, Lord Willingidon 
was enable to attend any meeting of the Third Committee. Hie Highneaa 
the Mahan^ of Patiala was obliged to be absent from the meeting of die 
fifth Committee, sihile the difctiasion on the International Belief Union, 
ia which he had intenrened, was in progress in the Second Committee. 
Sir Atol Ohatteijee, althongh on mostdays had to devote at least eight hours 
to committee meedngs, was obliged to miss several important meetings of 
■everal committees tn order to gake part in tbe discussion of the Budget 
in the Fourth Committee. If ciroumstancea beyond their control, sudi 
as sickness, had^aterfered to any great extent with their regular attendance 
at theee meetings, the representatives of India trould have been seriously 
embarassed in oanying out the pert assigned to them. 

Reletions with Foreign Delegates. 

" One of the meet important duties of e delegate is to establish personal 
oootMt and intimaqy with their ooUeaguat from other member States. 
Diferenoes are adSnsted, and conAictlng points of view are mndi more easily 
reooiioiled in the canrse of personsl diecassion than during dehatee, which arc 
open to the Prea and public. But it is difficult to find time for such dis- 
cussions, unless a daleggtion is snfiloicDtly strong in numbers to enable a 
delegate to hand over e considerable amount oi committee work to a subs- 
titute of sufikieut staudiug and knowledge of their sutgect to intervene 
effectively in the disewssion, as such knowledge can only be acquired by 
previous study of tbe subject-matter and experience of League work. It ia 
the practice of most StsAe members while varyitg^ tbeir principal delegate to 
send tbe same subetitule technical expert to tbe Asiembly frem year to year. 
The establiabment of this oontiiraity also helps them to secure tbe appoint- 
ment of their nationals to oommissioos and to posts on tbe staff of the 
Secretariat. 


Sir Edward Chamiers Services. 

“We desiee to express our acknowledgment of the great aasiatanoe 
afforded to ua our substatoto delegate, Sii* Edward Chamier. Bepresen- 
ling tbe delegatuft on the first Committee be was able to bring to the service 
of that committee an experience and knowledge of legal questions which no 
other member of the ddcgstion could have supplied, while his advice on 
all subiceta which wc discussed st our prh-ato meetings wm of the utmost 
value. Wc Imve also paiticnJar reason to be grsteful for the services of 
Professor Buahbrook WSliams, who accompanied His Highnsss the Maharnja 
of Pdiala as Politioal ScorsUiy, and aded as a substitotc at disenasiotts whi^ 
Bis Bighneas was nndde paisonally to attend. He spared no paint in keep- 
ing ua «11 iuQy iafarmed oa all impttttant details which arose in regard 



RBFORT OF THS INDIAN DELEGATION 150(c) 

toirgiooifoartioM whUh wo had to diaonii and oonndar. Hia taat and 
jadgBMO^ ^ advaotago to oa all on both tin bmiiioai and aodal 
aidaaof onrdiito. 

Need of Largo Staff at Gonoim. 

** Out exporionoo of tho work of tho AaaomUj haa lod ua to oonaidor that 
tho boat aonrieo eao bo dono for India by ita roproaontatiroa if tboj approach 
the qnaatioDi nnder diacnaaion aa far aa poaaiUo from an impartial and inter 
a tend p oi n fc and oo-oporato fi^ in tho aolntion of thorn latibor than 
now thorn from a pnroly national aopooti and rofrain from tho diaonaaion of 
tl^ which have no immodiato intoroat to India. It mnat noooaaarily bo 
tho OBBO that India’a intoroate aro littlo affoctod by many of tho probloma 
whMi Ao Loagno haa to boIto. Bat India'a reproaontatiToa havo ororylhing 
to gain by famdiariaiog thomaoWoa with tho olonMnta of thoao probloma. 
and taking part in diaeaaaiooB upon thorn, whilo at tho aamo timo tho Leaguo 
haa much to loam from tho atoro of logialativo and adminiatrativo oxporionoo 
aocamiilatod in tho pablio lifo of tho groat oountry which they repreaont. 
Such participation will only bo rondorod poaaiblo by thorough proparatory 
ato^t and by aoeuring tho aaaiataDOO of a largor ataff at Oonova. Wo are 
comrinood that tho Indian dologation oan do far more in thia way to improvo 
Indiana podtion in tho Loaguo. than by critioiam from a puroly nationid point 
of new of the oomparatiToly few quoationa which directly affect lD&*a 
iutetoite. or by oxeoaaiTO inaiatonoo on tho fact that India ia not at proaont 
rocoinng an adequate roturn from tho Leaguo for her largo contribution 
towaida ita expenditure. 

In tho Murao of tho debatoa, wo tried to turn the general aotivitiea of 
tho Leaguo Into waya of benefit to India. Our obaorvationa on health organ* 
isation. tho propoaed International Relief Union, the work of tho Leaguo in 
ciid mattora and our auggoation that a bureau of information should be 
eatabliahcd in India are inatancea of thia endeavour. It remaina for us to 
add that we ouraelvea have derived the utmost benefit from our intercourse 
with many prominent atatesmen and experienoed administrators who represen- 
ted their countries at thia Assembly. Our relations with them in conference 
and in soeial intercourse have been most cor((ial. ^ .y^e have also to express 
our great appreciation of the assistance rendered -to us by the Secretariat staff 
3f the League itself, and of our own delegation”. 




India in the League of Nations 

GBNBVA^SBFTBMBBR SBSSiON 1928. 

Ofvr 89m ago Mr. Satima niaad in the Oonnoil oi Sfeito an 
intamsting dneoarion daaaandiiig that in tha aalaation of India's raprasan* 
tatiraa to tiha Laagna of Nationa asary yaar tha Cantfal Lagidalnra ahoald 
ba ooDsoltadi At tiiat 4iina tha anawar that waa Tonehaaiad by Sir 
Mahomyl Shafii on bahall of tha Gorammanlb waa that thaia waa no idw 
of ahowing diaraapaet to tha Lagialatnra* but that for adminiatiatifa oon* 
▼anianoa and Qthar raaaona it waa battar that tha aalaation ahoald ba mada 
diraatly by tha OoTommant of India itaalf and that tha Qorammant woolA 
taka arary atap to aaa that only auoh paraona wars aant aa dalagataa for India* 
as woald oommand oonlidanoo in tha ooantry. 

On tha i4TH JULY tiia Gorarnmant of India annonnoad tha naniao of 
tha " rapraaantatiTar'' at tha Saptambar aaaaion of tha Aaaambly of tha 
Laagna of Nationa Tha dalagataa ware Lord Willingdon. tha Mahai^ of 
Patiala and Sir Atnl Chandra Ghattaijaa. Profaasor Rnahbrook Williama* 
Diraotor of tha Information Baraao. was appointed as tha f rivata Saoratary 
fo tha Mahanja of Patiala. 


Patiala's Work in Gaaosa. 

In tha Oatobar faaua of " Tha Asiafia Bariaw " tha Mahanja of Patiala 
wrota brially on tha impresaions ha raoaiTad aa a Dalagata at tha maatmga 
of Uia Laagna of Nations in OansTa. Ha wrota with hardly any rafaranaa 
to tiM apaaial intarsata of India. His Highnaaa saamad to hara lakan no 
poUio In tha p ro oaadinge* prafarring* as ha pat it* "to bring my 
gone to baar in oommittaa " whara most of the practical work was dona. A 
rafarrad to two qnastiona in partieolar* among those daftnitaly aarignad 
to him* whioh tAraotanad to inrolva* eithar diraody or indiraeCly* impHeatiooo 
of a aaiy nndaaiiabla natnra. Bat ha did not mention what thaqnar 
tkma ware. Wrapping himaalf in mystery ba olaimad that ha was able to 
aaenia "all the dMrad reanlts without inaorring the odinm of strongly 
opposing* in pnbBo dabata* the riawa of a oartain great and friendly Power. 
His Highnam also piafarrad to arrange a oontinoal sariaa of small* informal 
kmokas and dinnaia* at whioh "ha antarfoinad prirataly and aapaiataly 
the Delegation of aadi important natfon." 

As ptooaadingi ol the Laagoa ware not arailabla wa gira below what 
His Highnam the Mahanga wrota in tha. Oocobar nombar of tha AdUk 
regarding tha impraaaiona ha gatharad in tha maatinga of tha laagna * 

Maharaja Patiala^s Impr enstoiia 

"U as not anay to giro a dear aeoonnt of . tha impiasaion mada niWf 
^ mind of a Delegata by the Laagna of Nationa, ainoa^ tha impraanon 
itaalf iaaompiaxand withontpiaeiaioD. Tha Laagna, in fact, is an organw 
whioh la jasafni rapidly thxongh anaoaaaiTa alagaa of doTolonmant : wmeh 
n flnid rather than aonerata, dyonmie rathar than stale. 
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THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS 

*^My fifrt imprMMM wm toMwiMt luilftYrafBUa. lladapming 
ehaiMter of the SiAe de k Befonulaoii. in whieh the kwmmytf Nm 
eonindoD ettondiDg the lint dey of the fi m mm, the toM wailed k ap pe rertjy 
froMen oiatory— aO theee oiade me wonder for a moBMt wimflwr I iuid 
really eerred my eomitiy and my Older hy leariag Indk to attend encli 
a ga&eriDg. But before lopg I bbeereed tore thiqga la the fiat yiafle» 
thie wee no ordi9ery meefiiig of Pertoopeatoiy rep r eeen t e ti ree, Ihadoalr 
to look roQDd about am to dieeoTer the megority of fniafi-iaak etotaiBMB of 
Europe. Almoet erery one of the fifty aattoo here r ep r ee ent e d had eeat 
ite Vernier or He Foreign Miniater. and in aome eeiee both. It wee foitoer 
plain that a large number of theee eminent atateamen ware peraolial frieada. 
Nor I waa grei^ atmek by the oordiality of the atmoaph a re. Aa H aeema 
to me it ia no amaU thing to gather tofitoher in a eiogle hall tin men who by 
their olfieial poaition« and the power whieh it haa plaoad in their handa, 
are an^oriaed to apeak for almoat half the worid. The mere faot that 
they Bieet, talk* a^ dine together cannot but eneonrege harmony, amooth 
orer diffienlt qneatlont, and oondnee to friendly arraDgemente. Indeed, one 
of the moat praotioal aohierementa of the League ia ita enoouregement of 
the habit of oompromiae. of giro and take, of the aettlement of differenoee 
by friendy diaonaaion. 


Seound Obaenratioo. 

**My aeoond obaervatiou waa equally intereating. It became plain to 
me that the League perfoima for public opinion the taak which a lens per* 
forma for* light : it reoeirea it tranamits, it and concentratea it upon the point 
where it produoea the mazimum effect. To public opinion the Assembly 
in particular ia Tery aenaitive ; and in the atmosphere of enthusiasm which 
characteriaes the seasions, resiatanbe to a certain kind of demand is almost 
impossible. Hence arises to my mind a partioular blend of strengtii and 
weakness which runs through all the doings of the League. On the one 
hand. Great Powers, despite idl the diplomacy that can be devised, frequently 
find themselves confronted with a situation in which they have either to 
accept the prevalent sentiment, or to incur an undesirable odium by 
remaining iaokted in resistance to it. This is on the whole healthy 
especially as smaller States, which make up what may be called 
the rank and file of the League, respect the position of the Great Powers, 
and do not as a rule employ their numerical majority iidudiciously. Here 
let me note emphatically that my experience is far from confirming the eom* 
plaint made by certan superficial observers that the “equality” of the 
League is mere camouflage. It is very far from true to say that the Great 
Powers “ rig ” everything from behind the scenes ; that the smaller States 
ato mere puppets dancing at the bidding of a hiden hand. On the contrary, 
there ia r. perpetual give nrsd take. The smaller States take care not to press 
the G.eat Powers too hard ; but the Great Powers cannot resist, as ex* 
perience has shown, a strongly backed demand for action of a particular 
kind. Their influence ns a rule is cast in the direction of moderation. They 
endeavour to cure injudicious enthusiasm, to inculcate cautions, and to 
prevent the adoption of sweeping resolutions which there ia little prospect 
of carrying into effect. When for some reason or another thqy abandon 
this function for the moment curious things happen. Witness the events 
of the Fifth Session, when the Premiers of JMliain and Franoe, far from 



PATIALA'S WORK IN GENEVA I53(t> 

gnidini Aft anthw ia i m of the Asembty into ehnniieb whioh ndmittad of 
ottif pnotienl Ozpraiuoa, put thamMlvet to tho adTMOo^nt of the Idon* 
liiiti» Mfeod M ihoogli thm wit no dutinetion betvoon anytng ■omothing 
tad dofog^ .aadAltogethor ignored diAoddaa of moat obriont kind in 
'maonor worthy only of n roTolutionnry oonvention. 

AanmWy s Foioe. 

** Th«o ona bo no two opinione la to the loroe. oall it moral or eall it 
payohio* wMdod by the Aaaembly* Thia body reaeta clearly and emphatically 
to tho. piopooala pboad before it, and gathera behind it aentlmenta and 
impotoa which makeo them moat dificalt to reaiat For which reaaon 
there iaalwaya tho riak that it may be atampeded into unreflecting idealiam 
and ^thwB commit itadf to eiewa or programmea of a character likely to 
aflhct delotanoualy ita own influence and reputation. It ia therefore impor 
taut and there ahopld be aubmitted to the Aaaembly only thoae propoaala 
whioh have boon oarefully oonaidored from the point of Tiew of praoticabi* 
Iftfr and piopoily propar^ from the point of Tiew of oonatitutional procedure. 

Henea oomoa the uniquo importance of the work of the committeea It 
would be n mlitake to aaanme, aa ia aometimea done, that the Aaaembly ia a 
meiw rubberatamp which automatically plaoea ita imprimature upon the 
deoiaiona of tho oommittaae. The Aaaembly haa a formi^ble will of ita own ; 
it win Ndeet or alter, from time to time, what ia placed before it But the 
oommittoaaaot aa a strainer for much of what might otherwise clog the 
maohineiy. It' is in the committees that the wild-eyed enthusiasts And 
thmnselTOs oompidled to zookon with hard faota ; in the committees that 
amioable oompromiaas are arranged and working harmony cemented ; in 
the committees that the burden of the work is carried through. Person^y, 
I was so mneh ooneineod of tho truth of this, that I deliberately concentrate 
upon the eo mmit te oa side of tho work, and left the AasemUy rather alone. 
I Buy be pardoned for ramarki^ that this line of action was justified hy Ita 
rosul^ Two quostbns in partionlar, among the oaaas definitely assigned to 
aae, tbiusatened to iofolfo, either directly or indirectly, implications of a 
▼ary undeafiahle natuiu. It would haTC been open to me to rsaen r e my 
Tiim» and tihoaaof the Goromment of India, for the open Assembly. I pro- 
terad to biiiUf ny guns to boar in oommittee, with the oonaequeooe that I was 
able to oaoBio the dssired roaidts without incurring Che odiwn of stroni^ 
opposing in puUfe dahate, the tIows of a certain groat and friendly Power. 

Social Aspoek. 

A. word ahoak the soeial side of the League. BTeryone works ao hard 
during the tor weeks of the session that large and elatorate entertainments 
ira anmeubat at a dianonirti Many DelegmioiiB oonfine their hospitality to a 
Amle aoicea for owe ooneeit, to whkh eforyone isinTited.. I 

a^oatt pc^eried to esfuage a tfirifiFiiwiil series of snudl, informal lunehea 
■ad ifainnhi a, vlidi 1 kad tbe prini,,. of Mtertainhw priTatolpand 
>■,■■1,^ tfai IMiialiaa aadk iatportui, Mtiooi Among *>>• nralti I 
waak mamg mam MmAh matk fnk'haad inionn rt ion oboot AodtHaaof 
4|iiaB,aMp foHtta fima pHaoaa «ko pb^ dio Itadfai, part thanin ; and— 
•a, XriMMif hapa aad lia^ Ita avakaaia, of a oov ap p iao ia t i on, ia amia.’ 

np ova Ordan and of a . 


of «a 


aadidahot 



Indian Propaganda in BrUain 

\ndim and the Labour Party 

Paople io Indie were oonudareblj pelnad and nirprited at.tlie altitiida 
ef labour apokeimeD in Paili«n«iit towi^ Lord Birkenbend’a tpeeob of 
tko 7th Jolj. An imprenion guthared ooniidoimblo jtrength among die 
edheranti of the Indian National eaaae that there waa want of armpathj 
between the Bnitfah Labour morement and the aapifationaof thel^ian 
paopla CMonel Wedgwood’a apeeoh in the Honae of Commona doring the 
debate on India Office Batimate aobentnated the diamtiifaction. The gallant 
Colonel, forgetting for the time that it waa the Laboar Phftir’a policy to grant 
immediate Self-goremment to ludia^^ aought to foroe the Swangiala to work 
the dual qratam of OoTemment whieh the different aeotiona of political 
paitiea in .In^*a had condemned ootright We quote below a rery inform- 
ing article of Himdm ahowing the Labour mentalitr and commend a careful 
peruaal of it to pur readera 

** aalTstlOB for India thoeld outaialy come from within : the Idea of oar Koarlog 
OwaiaJ mainly thioogh the help of oateide agenoioP| withoet oniaeleei making giaat 
cteta and Mg eaorllloee lor it, ie galling to oar eelf-ieBMoa. Nobody belieeei in the 
pomiMlity of India retaining her fiaedom for any lengUi of time if ebe has got It by 
mave gilt^ not ^ bar own ezertlone piorlng bar worth and oapaelty. Kovartbdem^ It 
wonld be foollah poritanlem and harmfal Impodenoe, If in oor fight, we do not take 
care to enllat on oar Bide the aaoDort of imfBoaa or amoMathme whoae go iMw i d oatiMit on 
life and predl a poeltion are in faroar cC remalng atraggling natlonalitlee from ttw fetteva 
whioh bind them. That la wlqr wa attac h Importanoe to the work of propaganda abroad ; 
In Gmat Britain In parUealar then to good work to ha done in tble dlicolion, and eo far 
aa Intollootoal adheranoe to the ideal of equality of opportanlty and bnman brotherhood to 
eonoonod, thoN oan be no dooht that the Laboor Barty to Abo one organtoatlon In that 
oonntfy whieh oan be approaebed with amoe pioepcot of oar obtaining qyaipathy and. 
If poiBible, active ambtanee. Moroovor, that Party has made proaaieoB and given pledgee 
whtoh India to entitled to aak iboald be ledeeoted aa early aa poaaible. We ahoakl do 
notkittg whioh woald dtoterb Indiato relatione with that Party, bat fraakuem and eudoor 
thoeld inapireeor dtoonmlone with it on oar problema That to why we oonaider that 
the eentroveny between Indian and Laboor leaden ehenld he eondoeted in a way whtoh 
would help mnteal naderetandiag and lead to better appredatton of eaeh othork diffieal- 
ttoaaad vtew-polata. 

** nem a pemaal of the dobatee inPurliameat and of the eoneepondenoe In the piem 
It appeaiB that the maior dtihieooei between the Laboar Party and Indian leaden are 
qntte eapahia of being eaiily explained. That wo In India have been enrprtoedand 
pained ^ the attitude of Laboar ipohe mn en In Parliament towaida Lord Bir k en h ead Vi 
epcceh to on^ too true ; H to ondeniablo that, eemlng after Lahoeito InahlliW todo 
anything lor udia when it waa in eOee, thto hae aooentoatefi tha dtonttoteetlen. If they 
think ever It, XG Bamaay toaodenald and Co). Wedgwood oannot hat realtoe and 
eppreetote lndla*a dtogait at the Inordinate delay in Great Britain fnlfilllng iti ptodgm 
to lndl% and at Laboor, w|bieh hae always etood for Immedtoie eelf OeoeBemmr, 
hrettattog to give efteot^ to ite atowt. Hell to paved vnth goad t n t e n tton eemd it to mthar 
nnicMOuahleteexpeet India to lemein qotot in the hdief that one day Bwaai wonld 
eeme to her Jiko manna ftem above; Fnrtber, It to gnmaeaqalili, legmd bmag had 
to Obt ihemelem way In whtoh eolemn aaean aem have beck thiewn to ke wlnde 
that IndiaB pelltietoaa tiionld he diecated to fa legmri to tto methode of peMttml 
agftatiin. It to emiaordhmry that aoeh a etooere friend of India aa OeC Wafgwmd 
dbbeM arek te feme gwamitoie to woih a netom of dual leviiammt whtoh Me emu 
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THB B3SBX H4LL IfBBmO 




at a 

I aad laak at lUafi la tMr I 
liatkatladiaakadtia do 
aw aatataka at 

latanatiaaal Lahoat rnaftinainii tbaa wwr alkar 
^ .S***J* *tat «to«a nat ahow that ibt ia InilflCriiii to 

tha waiiar. ttiaapitrthatthiBlaiaa ae ao M tl aa, ohM the aaealaa of p.^ 
oat of aalio^ ahoald bo halwoad la hf Lahoar. Thata ii great laoaa lor l■profaMat 
bataaaiapfagieailot aa nipMlj aa oar aaai e li t ad polkkai oaadtttoo woold allow, lor 
itiaabaalaltiytioathata iotaidablo obaiaale to ladlaa lahoar aoalaa to lia owa la tha 
aMoaMoaaC tta baiaaaaraa^. Itaelt DoaaCol. Wadgwaad kaow that It k tha otalorltT at 
tM HiddiBia ooBiiiiiiig of foor SufopoMit oii*l ono lodion. who wont to 

doojr ftMohlM to the lonse Motiont of the popolatioa who aie now aniepremted. end 
not the ndnoritj ooneietiBg entitelj of Indhuii t .....oo.. ^ 


The Estes Hall Meeting 


Under the nonnioei of the Indian Aaeoeintion, a meeting wee held on the SSnd 
Jnlv 191g nt Emn flnll, London, to ooneidcr the eitontion erhlng ont of the itetement 
of OovemoMnft poliojr nnnoonoed bjr Lord Birkenbeed in bit tpecoh in the Loidt on the 7th 
Jnly. The pmoetdinii were intereeting enough, etpeeiallj when Colonel Wedgwood wao 
engsged in n word/ eontroveray with Sr. T. C. Ootwnmi, M.L.A 0 , on the plntform nnd 
tome nmn eooiferooa eritiet in the body of the hail. 

Ibo CK>9WAM1 wee the prlneipel tpenker. Hie manner wat mild hot hit tpetoh 
wat by BO menna meek. He had tome nice wordt to tay abont the kindneta 
of hie leoeptioa in that oonntry. He wanted to make it quite olear that, in tpite ot 
bitter wonda whioh might be flung about, India oherithrd no ill-will towardt England. 
The ObioQt of the flwarajym Party wat to tee that the deitiniea of the world were goferned 
by the common people of all oonntriea. He repudiated the idea whioh had obtained tome 
c iedence in Hnglaiid that the Swaiaitete were afmid to demooraey and that they laroufod 
the ettahliehmtBt of an Indian oligarohy. On the contrary, they wanted an esteoelon 
of the fianohiae to the ntnwet p^ble limit, and eren if pieeent oonditiont did not allow 
of immediate adult eoHimge^ they were anziooa to proride in the oonttitution for further 
estenalona until full adnlt franchim had been reached. 

Mr. OoiwamI oonfeoMd that he waa not dimppointed by Lord Birkenbead'e epeeoh 
in the Lcrnii^ beoanoe he espeoted nothing elae. He waa rather grateful that the noblo 
lord had dmtfoyed the eicuae which Moderatea had hitherto put forward aa a reaaon 
for not ioining the Bwaimiya Party. He waa not prepared to atate dogmatically what the 
poUqy of that party would be ia the;preaent eironamtaaom, but it waa the aattled determina- 
tion of the ladiaa people to aohlere Swam), . if pomible within the Britiah Empire, bnt 
if fiminmiT ontaMe. 


Mr. Qoawami went on to refer to the eigorona duel whioh haa been carried on in the 
Labour Pram between Colonel Wedgwood and Mr. Batyamurti, avowing of conrae hia 
•greenmnt with the latter. Mr. Ooawami oonfcaaed that he only aeoepM the poliqy of 
non-TielenoeongnBandaof ezpedienoy. They had never yet aaid that they could ooeree 
the Britiah people into gieing them’ Swam), bnt be made it olear that if it waa pomible 
to gain thdr end by pbyaieal foroa he waa quite willing to fight for it and to die for it 
if need be. Tor the preaent, however, the apeaker mid, Tiolenoe would be futile ; therefore. 


npedSan^ and ethioa were againat it. 
Mr. OoBwami warmed to hia anb 


to what he called 


abtoot aa be proceeded. He apologiaed for belonging 
* a aham Lagtalatnie '* and confeaaed that it gave him anything bnt 
> to find the letteie M. L. A. after hia name. Tha Bwamjya Party would nevertbe- 
in im, and be waa confident that they would capture a 

aajof^y ' of the eeata in all the Oonneila. When they bad done that, they woeM hM 

aooompnneticn whatever in ahuttiBg np all the legialaturea in the country. He fitted 
that coma, Mt tle good had oonm ont of tbeaa bodiea, bat they had to chooio between 
thia little good and the gientvr good which might be obtained ‘‘‘^ngh delibeiatt a^ 
— “ , Thqr wm aU for a pea^nl idinttment of inter^ but If 

fhiled. they wcnld do their went. The Indian nation waa at 

‘ fngMAMww wcnld be iooliah to miauke the apparent lull 
cd wMidt^iat 1 
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INDIAM FBO^AGAMDA IN BRITAIN 

Mr. Gotwinlfliid be wm grlend to tod ibet the eAeiol wetien eC the ioboiir Pbrtj 
bed cedeieed Loid Blrbeabeea*! ete tMent , bat be wee beid^ ear priiBd el it. Thera 
ooght to be e good amieieteiidtng between eiiieera Leboor BBcn to tbie eoaotij eml ladlea 
MetkMietteUi, lor there wee e reij greet oonneetloa between nneetplejjaMnt here end 
the cooBuBiie OQBditioee prevelling in Indiei bet in the preeenee of Coienei Wedgwood 
be ebbed, wbet good thing the Pnrlienenierj Lebonr Party bed eier done for the eoeuMm 
people in Indie T Wbet bed tbqr none for the lebonreri^ the worbere, end the peeeente 
flllndier 

In eooM oompltanenteiy refereneee to.Mr. BeUetre)e*e epeeeh in the Honee e fortnight 
ago, Mr. Qeewemi ineidentelly obeerred tbet be wee not hiaeeM e Coneraniet, beeenee 
he wee ee moob egeinet dominetioo by Boeeie ee egeinet domlnetion by BngbuMI. There 
were ether peieegee in the epeeeh whieh ebowed tbet be wee not each en nnooeBprandring 
encvy of esiiting in eitatione In Indie ee tome of tboee -wbo followed bta, end hie 
lefercnoee to oertein uedee anion legieletion dearly provided that eoaeetbing oeefol wee to 
be cntrected even from the preeent nneetiefeet^ oonetitntion. He eleo took oiedit for 
baying helped to form the Independent Pony in Bengal. 


Colonel Wedgwood*aBeply. 

Odooel WBDGWOOD took with eleerity, if not with any etriking e n eoeet y the opporte- 
aity to pot hie tide of the oeees. He ezpnerad hie bitter dieeppointment et Mr. Ooeweal*i 
epeee h . He wee gled to beer the bweieiiete were in fevonr of e wider fimnebiee, end 
hoped they woold nminuin their oppoeUkm to eemmnnel repreeentethm either of the 
workeie or anyone Olee. He hoped that when the Chief Whip got book to Indie, they 
weald here en epoQh«meking proDoanoeamnt from the Bwereiiit party. He wonted them 
to deelere in feroor of prorindel entonomy end e anifoim deotorete for the whole of Indie. 

There wee e rain of prorooetira lerceem rnnning throngh hie i peeeh , end hie ennoyenoe 
at the pieeent 8weie|iit tendeneice teemed to interfere eediy with hie Ineidity. Bat he mode 
it qoite deer that he woald bera no track with e policy of obetrnetira non«€o-opeietion 
within the Coondle, end he warned the Swerejiet Party in rather biting terme that 
tiny woald find loeh e polk» ee rainooe end fntile ee the original nonpoo-oper- 
ol Mohetme OandbL Hothing, laid Cdond Wedgwood, woald gira gieider 
to the Anglo-Indian boreanemoy than pe r eieie n o e in the toetlee whieh Mr. 
Bi bod indiOMcd In hie epeeeh. BoreoaoretB wooid be qnite oontent to go on 
xaUng Bengal ee they were doing now end they were et leeet Bteneging to keep the 
peniw between Mehenudane end Hindoo The Bweiajlmi might get a ma}orlly in moot 
of the Coandlenest year, bat he woald be meoh earprtotd . if their oonetStnente allowed 
them to oorry oat the threat to eloee np oU roend. He woe oonfident that thoy woald 
aerar pereoade Mediae to ehot ap the Legielatare, and he wee nearly oe eertoln oboet 
the Pan|eK How woald doebig np Uie Gonneil hdp them in that peofinee^ where 
Monomeoane were egeinet Hindoe, Hinone were agoiaet Mohoowdano end Bikhe were 
t both I If the Bwoie) peny got a ma)ority on the Pnafob CoaaoU, they oonld 
pot on end at onoe to the oomaenol faraoritiim whieh now prarailgd. 

Colonel Wedgwood thoeght that eircamitenece will prarant the Bwn»|lile traoi eofiy- 
ing oat their polk 7 of ancomprmniiiiig ofaetraotion. He fypreeeed the opinion that in 
the Central myineee, for inetonoe, Dr. Moenje woald, beiora kng^ e oeep t mfhiemrial 
olBee. end that the eeme thing woald happen eliewlieie. If, bowerar, tlay peraieled 
in non-eo-operetSon, it woald only araen that in IttP the barea n e rn e y wniud take 
adrantege of the eitoetion, and inoleed of getting e ilep forwom India woald get a itep 
bo^weid. The Colonel warned hie Indian frienda that if the poUey WiefOing lee- 
poMibUity wee eontinoed, they woald find tbeomelrae book in the nendWene of the 
Morky Hintopenlod. 

Aere 


opeitoBg, end 


wee a rolley of interrnptioiie daring pert of the 


the inodhne n hy of foom of them 
Tbeobeeari^'mighthara been d 
IT a lew qaeeti^ bat ee he hail to be bonk in^ 
aieoonaebehadfin 



The Lebonr forty Denoonoed. . 

Colend Wedgwood wne loligwcd by Mi; CHAMAIT LAl^ who IM htoralf P 
wilhoot nokraint Mr. Qorammi hod epdhen men in eerraw than In togei^ bM 
Mr. Ohoaon Lol ponied forth the Wole of Ue wiMh w^m Ooieimi wS weef 
and other eOi«Bllcd fMendo who^ he o^ hod bettoyod tho ohio W JmPKTthm 
piiple hod feqgttfnaU their pMjgio oad fwlotfeai; The oiewo pot helm ttom Ihol 




THB ESSEX HAUL MBETIKG 

€f tte Lfthow FiHj npnmmM « pritaf €i n 
foftiMr'tefldeM wosld tliej piM te • gpi^ cf Miq 
mod (Hlftar f X w thdr own foU^wm w«b dimtiad wifek ( 
of Ike Hooee of OoMOoe had oom to kla ellv tke dtheie e»Jote t. oadM 
hiai Ikit Ihej eating diaepprofed eC Iha^i^ of tka ti«ok baaak. 

Ifi; ChMMB Lol weal to eoeeae ColoDel Wadyaead add kte af MaKla 

hMdwi^ttoLrtm aMMiia^ooaatqr poMcv if the toMiM 

Xaitj. Ha daaled tka aagpeatioB Ikal tiu partj oar ool of qraMachp with tko ■of fc oit 
and poiolad oat wkat it had doae la the iateiaata of ladian Tiadaa Uaiooa. 
Wedgwood had twitted them with what waa Ukal j to happea whoa thaj had aaptatad 
all the legialataraa aad pot them oot of the hotloa. Ha (dr. Choama Lai) waraad 
theaa that mattera woald aot atop at that poiat. Theaa woold ha a wave of oaiaot ia 
lodia, foUowad bj a onaia aooh aa ao Britlah Qoeanmeat beaded hp evaa hall a daaaa 
Birkeaheada woaid ha able to withataad. They wata datermiaed to ehad thair owa 
blooda, if aeed be, ia thia oanae. They ouold ao Joagof pat their treat la aoak hiokaa 
reeda aa Baaaaay MacDonald and Colonel Wedgwood. They maat in fntora laly npaa 


Mr. HOBMIMAM apoke to mooh tho aame efleot aa Mr. Chamaa Lai. He daaori- 
ked Colonel Wedgwood'a apaech aa an inaelt to every aelf-iaaptotiag au ||« 

had pot before them waa a hemiliatlng poliqr of **Fimk,** which waa oflenaiva 
and diagaating in iu impllcationa. He had more eoafkienoe in the people of 
than to halieva they woold follow the advice of Colonel Wedgwood. Aa reggnla Bengal 
he waa convinoed that when noa-oo-operative obetroeiioa had been oaefied aot 
woold be followed by a forther atage, whicb aaight be aon^viulent dvil diaabedieaee, 
or aoaaething very different from that which woold bring the adminlairatiea of 
Bengal by a fordgn Qovernment to an abaolote aad penaaaent end. 


**Mfidma Maira” Siandeious MisrapieteiiMaan. 

In the following irtiole puUiahed on the Uth Angngt the JMrgf JMli an 
Anglo-Indian daily, vented ita apleen againet the Swangiite kf Mnepreaentiog 
the apeechea of Meaara. Goawami and Chamanlal at the Eanex Hall, London. 

** In England, Mr. T. C. Qoewami, Treaaorer of the dwaiajiit IMyt ttated that the 
Bwmrajiat Ftarty were working towards the end of a trial of pbyaioal atrengtb with 
England. When, therefore, he arrived in Madiaa to-day we were anziona to know eome- 
thing more abont thia bitbarto oonoealad object of the dwaiajict Party. A rcpnacmative 
of ** The Madras Mail ** to thie end, called on Mr. Qoewami and asked him to give more 
detaile, bat Mr. Qoawami had been uoght to be cantioae and begged the qaeetione by 
laying that ha wanted time to atndy Indian condUiona before making a atatement. Thii 
comes qnaerly from one who^ leas than a mouth ago, was proclaiming to a Idrge aadieaee, 
nnmpoecMl mainly of Indiana, in London that the inevitable climax of Mr Oandbi'i non-oo- 
cperation policy was a mighty inaancction in India, and who lietened, apparently withoat 
proteat^ to Mr. Chaman Lai'a daolaimtiOD that they •*woiild, in the and, stir the pcaaanta 
of India into aooh a wave of nnrest — that they wonld with their blood win their oanae.*' 
It is not etranga that one who oaold epoU ao definitely and tacitly agree to a delinita 
atatement a little more than three wccka ago, ehoald to-day find it neoeemry to etndytba 
•itnation in India hcfera ha makea any natamant on hii previoaa nttaianeea f What 
ia the obvkma oonelnuon f la it not that Mr. Qmwami, whan, ha addiaemd the 
laaax HaU meeting waa» to pnt it poUtaly.speakinc withant the hook. Ha wanted,^ 
other deamgogiieBi to oniatio an 1 mp rf ffP ^**i He ihw*d remember that ncwi tmvale qaidrly 
*k«aa days, aad what ha laid in London on Jaly fit ii co mm on property m indie to-^y. 
To plead igaofaaoe of Indian coaditiona on ^ top of neb a definite delivamnae on than 
aenditiona tenda to bread inercdolity regarding bis fatare ottaranM 

TO the avoraga Indian, however, the importanae of Mr. Qaew^i lice in hie F— 
Hall ravalatlaa of tho parpoaa of tho Bwarajist Forty, a ravelaUon that emt- 

«oUy an tka avaafaniSa^inMadrai. Dam the average Indtai want Mi 

In India, daoakevnmt tka koriomof a bloody ravolationr Andleha ptep^ lonpp^ 
• POiw, which, nadw tiia gniOB of non-viaknoe, li dalibarataly pnr^ a oonie ami 
tf o iiofn g polleiaa wkleh mnt lead tobloodaliad, aad which ia hoping f« Mrlk f Man lito 
Mr. Ohaman Inl nia net to be m i ao n d erit a od . Whan they apenk ^ ^ 

lywtt they do not ipaak af o rice agai n at tha lew Bnioptm in tto emmtij^ W agO^ 
oU who kaileva In imaritarlnnal piooadnr% who picfw law aad order, individoaliem to 


draaatl- 
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eottOMiafiai or BoUhttimk The tefolaftioa theft Nr. Ohemia IaI« ead pnauMhlj Nr. 
Oenveml toob catNefee le a emiaftloa ef the ^eeae ealotfteib** ead ia theft wvolatiea 
ladleae will he the g we te i t eiNefeie. We here eftea N e t ed, ead haea deeried lor Nettof 
it, theft Nr. OeadhI ead the awemlieU en heedtag for levolatlea. We aow here the 
tfeeaarer eC the SweimJIat Party enattUag thia toel» ead leCarinf to eipleia why the 
ead hee hitherto heea aeneeeled. Whether they ere 'to reoeh that goal ia for ladieaa 
BOt Baropeana to deehie. Apathy ead iadiflaiaoea will aot atop tbeia. Vigoroaa eoaatar- 
piapagaada aad e detenaiaatioa oa the pert of peaoe-ioriag ladauia tojgive no ateaner of 
eacoarageawat to t^ woaid-be taaarteetlonlata wlU 


Mr. Goawami'a Reioiedor. 

Mr. Ooawami. whoae etteatioii wee drawn to thia ertielOf eddreaMd the 
loUowiiig letter to the Editor of that paper warning the jonmal aguiiit 
iodolging in enoh miaohievoaa mierepreaentadona, ttie evil elleota of which 
would recoil on ita ** own dear partiaana" whom it aonght to mialead. 

** Aa regerda the main point of yoar artielOi I notice yoer elmoat epigrammatic 

ftatement that ** newa trafelaqulekij iatheaedeya** end that what I **aaid in London 
on July aa ia oommoa property in India to-day.** Qnite aceidentally I came aoioaa 
thia morning e anmnmry ol my Saaez Hall apeeoh in a reoent nnmber of. ** The Hindn,** 
and 1 cannot deaoribe it aa an nnfair r^rt. If that report ia ** common property in 
India to-day **« it ia apparently not the property of ** The Madraa Mail.** 8o far aa 1 am 
oonoamed aad ao far aa any one who ia capable of reading between the linea ia eonoemed— 
the paychologioalezplanadion of yonr atrange article ia to be found in what 1 regard aa ita 
kay-aenteaoe ; yon apeak of my apeaeh aa a ** lerelation that oomea diametrioally on the 
ere of aa eleoeion in Madraa.** 1 anppoae it doea ; and 1 am anre yonr oomment on it will 
be treated aa rciy dimmatio. Attempta to aaee a oonntiy from ** the horrora of a bloody 
lefolntioa ** are quite fapiiiiar entcrpriaea in electioneering. Ton moat have heard of a 
new party In Bnglaad calling themaelfea ** Britiah Faeeieta,'* who are not inappropriately 
referred to aa ^ B.F,a.** 

i began my laws Hail apeaeb, wbiob I made at the reqneat of the London Indian 
Aiaoeiation and ia the preaenoo, among otbera, of the Bt. Hon'ble Colonel Joaiab 
Wedgwood, who took part in the diaonaMon, by clearly atating that it waa impowible for 
ma to make any atateawnt on behalf on the Swarajya Party, ao 1 bad no opportunity 
of oonaniting the leadera oinee Lord Birkonbead'a atateBaedt in the Honw of Lorda and 
that loonld only aay what Ithooghc would be the probable oonrae that the Bwarajiata 
wonld takai Aad I oaid that 1 espaoted the Swaraj Party to oontinoe ita policy of 
reaiotaDoab to coa ft aa t the General lleotioaa in 1996 with a Tiew to aeonring majoritiea in 
all tha Lagialatatea aad to create a oonetitefhmal deadlock nnlew an hononrable wttleaient 
waa meanwhile arrived at. I did aay on that ooeaeion— aal have aaid freqoentlj— that 
theee who arc ia aathorl^ ought to reuUae thut they were ** eshauating the laat atagee 
of oonatitutional atraggl* tt our country ** und thut the Bwuraj Party alwiya atood for 
a peaceful udjuatawnt of intereet.** The nmin pnrpoee of my epeeeh wul however, to 
czpoee the hollowaew eC the luteit uignmenta of the front beooh Labour Mr. P.'a thut the 
Bwmmjiate were uftiid of demeeracy aad that theee M. P.*b were the divinely ordained 
truiteee for the ** labonreia aad pwiue ** la whoee intofeet they bad ao far failed to do 
anything rabetaatial. litber year informant ii wrong, or the writer of your editorial 
hae allowed himwlf a little more latitade in the matter of treatment of fhete than ia oon- 
aidoied permtaible ovmi by yonr fellow Aaglo«Indiaa jonrualiati. 

**Tour have ffithar brought In the name of aqr friend Dewan Ohamaa Lai, and have 
dared to deioribo him ea the eneehy of aot only all Bngliebmen but aleo of all who 
believo in the varioua tldnga other than Bolaheviem. It it nnlikely that be will aee your 
artiole ; he it prohnUy etin la Bnrope. Bat 1 ouaaot let thia atatemeat pam unchallenged. 
It ia a cowardly •lander. Hie aetiena, like min^ hm hernia the open, in the full blaK 
of pnhltellj. xpn may diflur from our - v iew e r w y on may oenanre our ueSone ; but 
it la only geatiemnaly to ooaflae yonr oritletem aad eeneuro to aotnal faoto. Whut to me 
ii ridiealoee aonaoMe may have a mlwhie vone efieet not only en yonr political opponent^ 
bat-na trcqaeaftly happena In Urn ead— on thoae dear parthiane whom yon eeek to 
mlaliad. Aeopponenteof Swaiajiwi, Auglo-Iadian Jonmaliam la only one of the fMtoii— 
and a minor one— we have to ooatead agpmft**. 



TBB COmcniWBALTH IMKHOM. OQMnSBaCl ts^fe) 
TIm BhihIi ConoMHNMddk i GoBfannw 
Xha BrilU OouMMiwMltt Libonr OoafMtDH bMM Ik MtliM oalk 

S7«k Jair IMS iD tha nnu of tha BbvIn a.~ 

lha lo d f an D d aga t aa wafa Mr. M. M. Joahl aad Dawao 
Mr. folak and Mr. Saklatvak waia paiaiMad to attaod fka — «it— ir aa 
■driaan to tha two Indfan Dalagataa. Tha aoniaraiwa katad tor ooa waak. 
Bfr. Baauaj MaeDonald opaiiod the pneeadinfa 

Sall-Govetamaal tot ladia. 

On the 38th Julj toe qoeation of the gntnt of aeU-toremmaiit to tha 
snMeet paoplea within toe Gonunonwaalth waa taiaad bp Dewan Chamanlal 
who morad the following raaolution : — 

** The delegate! at the Confercnoe hafing heard the Yiewe of the ladiaa delfgat«>s 
reeooinieiid their eonitttnent bodies to rapport the demand of India for the 
immediate grant of aelf-gOYernment.** 

The queation of Indian aelf-gOTernment was not on the original agenda 
for disoaaaon. Dewan Chamanlal ineioted at a private meetiog of tha 
delegatee on its being brought forward with the result that he was allowed 
to move the above resolution which he supported with a powerful speech. 

He severelj condemned the Labour Party’s policy towards India 
and demanded the assertion of the principle of self-determination and 
a pledge of support to the policy of immediate self-government. He denounc- 
ed the Labour Government for the Bengal Ordinance and refusal of a round 
table conferenoe and said the Labour Party in future must avoid such 
deplorable mistakes. 

Mr. Joshi made a speech in support of this resolution which, at his sugges- 
tion, was referred to a committee, which recommended the passing of a resolu- 
tion as far as India was concerned, but recommended that as’ far as other 
sutgeot peoples were concerned the sulgeet should be discussed in the neit 
conferenoe after consultation with the respective labour organisations. 

Representation of Working Classes. 

The next suldect disoussed was the^ position of the Commonwealth as 
regaxds the oonventions and recommendations pass^ by the International 
Labour Oiganisation. Mr. Jo^ took part in this discussion and pressed his 
point refpuding the desirability of the representativM of the working classes in 
the Dependencies and Bdimdated Territories being invited to attend Interna- 
tional Labour Conferencee. The point was accepted by the conference. 

Equal Treatment for Indians. 

Mr. Joshi opened the discussion on the position of Indians in British 
colonies and proposed a resolntioD that no disabilities of any kind should be 
pieced upon any persons already settled in any British cdlony on the ground of 
inoe or colonr. ^e resolution was referred to a committee which was disin- 
clined to recommend the passiog of any resolution on the general quettioo, 
which may be raiaed at the next Conference. Mr. Joshi then tried to get the 
co mmitt ee to pam a reaolutioD recommending a Round Table Conferenm for 
tlMdiacnoaion of the position of Indians in South Africa, but as tte South 
^<ncan ddegate would not agree to the resolution and as the Oommittee waa 
unwilling to reeommeiid the peering of the rasoliition. by a mriority, in a 
Conisvtnoe the eonsritatton of which was not fixed and without the defsgttsa 
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luiTiiig deBoite niAiidatot. they mommaodad that tha Saeretaiy of tha Con* 
lafODoa dbodd writs to tha Thula Caion Coograss in indui and in South 
AMsa to anmofa a joint maating of thair raprasantatiras to diion« tha 
poritioD and if anything is not dona balora tha naxt Confaranaa than dia Gbn* 
laranoa should diaeuss tha question agsin. BIr. Joshi piotasted against the 
sttitnda of tha Confaranaa in rafuring to taka up a just attitu^ for faar of 
offspding tha South African dalagata. 


Asumad Qmiereiice o( tke Labour Par^ 

I 

Tha Annual Confaranaa ol tha Labour Party which was holding, its 
Session at Livarpod adopted a resolution on tha 30th Noremhar 1923 
rsaagnising the right of India to aalfjdetarmiuation and to tha fuK priYileges 
(tf Sal^GoYamlnant. Tha resolution was adopted without any dehi^. 

Blr. Oaorga Lanshury who moved die rssohition said You may hold 
down India hy hayanets and homhs* hut nations struggling for freedom have 
often been aUh to ovoaoma the most marailass tyranny and I do not believs 
chat the British Empire can much longer hold ludioi as it is to-day/' 
India is a country whioh had to submit to a conquest of the worst form, 
although it had a civilisation much older than that of Britain. Ha did not 
believe that British rule in India had benefited either the British or the 
IiMHans, although it might have benefited a certain group of man and 
women who ITv^ paraiidoal' lives. 

Largdy owing to our own poli<qr the Indians were to a great extent 
nnaducatsd, hut one thing they did ui^eritand was that they ware ruled 
by a Govammant over which they had precious little control and that they 
were kept down hgr a foreign army of ocoupation^ which required one-half 
of their total revenue to maiotaiik Ha did not heHeve that India could he 
held much bnger under these aonditftons. 

Mr. Fanner Brookway,: who asooodad, read a telegram from AUababad 
rn behalf of the Swarqj Party demanding full dominioti status. 

Tha following ia tha text of tha resolution 

Satl-detaimiaafio-B for India. 

** The Genferenoe reeogniicB the right el tlie Indian peoples for fnll self-Ooveranent 
lUid lc]f^Ietennillation. It weicoaies the declarations of repreientatiee Indian leaders 
n fayour of frve ami equal |ia:tnerdiip with orlier members of the Britteb Common- 
wealth cd Batione. it expresses the opiniou that the policy of the Bntab Ooternmetit 
pheald be eo-opcfatiiMi with Indian people in thia obje^ It declares its sgreement 
with the conelusioiis of the Minority of the Beforms Cossmittec, that the defects inhcreiit 
m the OoverumeMt of India Act caonoc be lemeiiied satisfactorily hy amencissent of the 
Act or the Rales theieniuirr. It is conyineed that the Indian political sitBation makes 
it hnperatiyc that kusnediate steps sbonM be taken to place the Indiaa Constitatioa on 
s permanent baais, ami with a yiew to a new atmosphere of friendly dieeasrion, tbar 
afl coerciye aseastties and n>preesiyc Icgislalion be witbeirawn. It notes the Seeieury 
f State's ilcoiaration ttmt the Goyenunent woald meet careiully examine any Gonsti- 
‘tttkm framed by ImHaas, carrying a fair measare of general agreement, bat regrets thst 
^his Inyitation fn effect, wm delayed nntil 1929. It aske him to exanrine the Common- 
wcaltb ol India Bill and aay other proposals sabmUteil, and dr call a GonfeicMe of 
: epresentarivw cl yarioim Indian Faiths, with a yiew to the imiaediale applieatkm ol 
H Constitation in accordance with the wishes of the Indhm people.** 



Proceedings of 

The Legislative Assembly 

and 

The Cou>ncil of State 




The Legislative Assembly 

SiMLA’~'20TH AUGUST t925. 

H. £• Lord Reading opened the autamn eesaion of the Indian Leg ia* 
latare in an important epeeeh lasting an hour. The galleries of the Legis* 
IstiTe Assembly were oTerorowded by risitors who had assembled since 
half past nine. 

The Viceroy set forth before the Legislative Assembly the future policy 
of the Government as regards the Reforms* and stated in dear terms 
that no question of change could be considered before the statutory limit 
of 1939. 

His discussions in England — said Lord Reading— confirmed hie opinion. 
No party would yield to pressure for any premature concession. All were 
sympathetio towards India* but the only road to the ultimate goal was through 
frie^ly co-operation. The appointment of the Statutory Gommission at this 
stage would only, in his opinion* result in disappointment. 

Discussing the Minority and Minority Reports of the Muddiman Corn* 
mittee Lord Reading described the recommendations of the Minority as 
unpractical and dediured that his GoTcmment had made up its mind to give 
effect to the suggestions of the Minority* 

The Viceroy announced the appointment of a Royal Commission to 
investigate the problem of Indian Currency and Exchange. 

After paying tributes of regret for the death of Mr. C. R. Das* 
Sir S. N. Banneijea. EL B. Sbamsua-Zoha* Sir L. Miller and Lord Rawlioson* 
H. E. the Viceroy said : — 

** Oentlemen ef the Legistaui^ Aisembly, in panmaaoe of the proviikms of (be 
Govenunent of India Aet, yon have been called upon for the ftrst time to elect your 
President on the 32nd day of this month and it is therefore fitting for me. on thii cocesioo. 
to express mj own and my Oovemssenfs appreelation of the servloes which have bsen 
rendered— not only to the Assembly, bet also to the Provinoial Legislative Ooenetls 
throoghont India,— by the first President of the Legislative Assembly. The Legislative 
bodies as established nnder the Government of India Act were so different in their eom- 
position from thoee eet np nnder the earlier Acts of Parliament that it was tboeght right 
to make provision for a President who shonld be indebitably independent of the Govern- 
ment, a person clear of all possible sespicion of being even nneoneeionsly biswed In favoor 
of the Government. At the tame time It was reoDgnised that on the standard set by the 
first Presidenu of the different Legislative bodies and, motn partienlarly, on the etandatd 
set by the first President of the Legislative Assembly the fntnre of the Amembly and 
of the Legislative bodies in the Provinces would greatly depend. It was essential that 
the first President of tho Assembly sboold be a ssan liberally vrreed, not only In the 
written mles, but also In the onwritten tradition of the Mother of Parliaments so that 
in the time allotted to him by the Btatute, he might establish in this Assembly, a high 
•Undard of pnblio order, a true appreciation of the dignity and responsibilitres of the 
Hiamber and a perfect confidenoe in the rigid impartiality for the chair, and fmther 
that be night foster in every member of the Assembly a deep sense of regard not only 
lor the rights, hot also for the feelings of every other member of the Chamber, a sense 
c* regard which shonld remain nnafiEeeted even In the extreme heat of party controversy. 

Trihate to Sir Froderick Whyte. 

** Gentlemen, to my great regret it has not been my privilege to attend yoor prooeod- 

in person, but in addition to yoor printed proceedings, a daily report reaches me 
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•€Cjrow dofngi. AUke *inm Umm mnum tad the teethnony of oOeiel aad bob* 
ofllolel vembeii of thie Aaembly, nd all* oC the dietii«|eUhed vleltefi fnm aeay 
parte of the werid. who heie witneond yoorpioeeidiiigii leoi ahte tointy with ooaddc&ee 
tbit Sir Frederfek Whyte hee diMhoigedy to the otmoit, the very heavy reepoailhilitiee 
laid apoo him ee the firm Prmideiit of the Lrgielative Amembly, and I weleooM this 
oppoftoalty of t ea d e rin g to him my tbanke and the tbanke of my GoTerameae for hie 
vary aetable e o h ieftaM B t, If I may be allowed to offer advice to hie eoeoemor it is 
that he meet meiataia the tmditioB, which hee been established for yoar Chamber by 
year Siet Pwa l det pa d to this end I ash yon, geatleesen of the Assembly, to give to 
year aew President ia his dfftatt tash the gcneioas oo-operatSon which yoa have always 
accorded to joar fist PrfaMeat. 

^ 1 pem BOW to a brief review of the affairs of India. 1 am glad to say that oar 
roiatiene with the aafghhoeariag SleemreBMiiaaerdial and that no qaestioao of importaaoe 
are OBtffanitim. I wieh d oeaidsaiKHEt an a^aal abeenee of ccDtrovenial nmtter in reiptid 
to She fssilion of indiBBa in Seath Africa. At the moamnt 1 ahoald not be weUadvised 
tooiwmovBtlhBBtfaataiy ffgeemnmBt Is watching the oftnatioa closely and is etill ia 
« - tafSeathAlrioa. 



world. 


Iwithai^teffaMi'of 

iadastrics appears te be a phaec 
ariaffrke am c a perieaciag the 
ceadftieee which India coaid 
tha^jaffm^besafnrtaaate that thta change has not come to 
ras ia nmaj efher oeantries, end osrtng to a oaeoession of gocd 
of hsflig' pooMB* ia thecsantnr* NeasrSbekas the pasosm 
the eaadjtlaa of seaeml of iheas tedaetries wili oome hetone 
laeoastly heea dfreoted to the greet oottea mill ladaetry which 
erpensiea to now esqpericaeiBg a reaettoa. 
' the peeitleB eloeety aad I have oanecated to leoeive 
hirem the edil o wners of Bomhay and Shmedahad. lathe 
I nag farther oheervatlons. 

Tariff Beaadto Beporto. 

bj tho Tariff Boardib laarhed by that tboroaghnces which I have 
leuaed to enpeot from its work, have been pabllsbed and the concJasioBe of my OoverD> 
omat OB three of tbma have been made pohlie. A fifth nport dealing with steel has 
)ato been reoeived and the psopoeals in regard to it will be placed before you in the 
coBise of the sneinn. Too will also be asked to ooneider a Coal Giving Bill, framed on 
tbs reconaaeadattoBs of tbs Osal Committee, and designed to rehabilitate Indian coal in 
the o v ere eaa maiheta. My Qovmnment, while giving dne attention to indnstriee in the 
icetricted — of the term, are determined, so far ae eireanatanoes permit, not to neglect 
the inlciesti of what is really the greatect of all Indian indnstriee, namely, agricaltare. 
1 know from my diseomions with the Secretaiy of btate that my Government can rely 
npon hit most ooidial sapport of this poliqr. The direct responeibility of the Government 
m India for the agrieaitaral devetopmeat in the Provinces ceased with the inception of 
the Beforma. In view, however, of the paramoant importance of agricaltare as the basic 
indastry of the peopla of India, of the Improbability of Provincial Governments being in 
a position to andortake reaeareb on the scale required, and of the necessity for 
mHMdinatiag aotivities ia the aide field of agnealtaral development, the Central Govern- 
ment mast ooBtinae to play an important part in agrieaitaral progress. Their present 
agrionltnnd policy to sminto direetod to feetering research and anderuking work which 
to oatsido the Bori^ amkit of provincial activit es by reason of its All-India character. 
With the improvement Gito year in oar finances we have been able to inereaeevery 
consideiab^OBr aotivities in die spbere of acrieaJtare. The Agrieaitaral Institute at Pusa 
to espandlM ito work of nnarcb, wbieh is tbe basis and oondition of all progress. 
That woritMi alsM^ borne fcmarkable fmit, Kew varieties of crops (1 would 
OBgaMme aad wbmt) Ihi prodnet of careful research and experiment in uar 
laboratortoe and mperteentalfsisu, have added within tbe past few years rupees to tbe 
wsalth of the agrioaltnriit and these achievements point tbe way to still more wonderful 
piptrib<H ^ 

AgfieaHaial Conditions. 

“AgrtooHnn in India must in the main depend on eattlc for its ssotive power 
to cl vitol toupoftonoe to not an inerease ia the numeretol strength 
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Mi iMpmoMmt to quality. Tbii probleoi u beiog itaaiiilj tiw 

!!?*7 ^ tbe CatUa Breeding and Dairy Ami ander tlie OoTeroMiaK 

of ladtoi bat trooi dlieot aetifitiet 1 ooneeife that one of tbe Meet iMportaat 
foMttai U a OnM OMmment to xemot of a great AlUIndia totefoM to la 
iMtUtale the oaoidiiiatioa of provincial eflorto. My OoTernm^t have eoaN ttee 
poM had nnder oontoderation a propoMl for the eetabliehmeot of an All-India agrieol. 
tnrai argantoation, which would help towarde ooH>rdiaating the activiiiee of the* 
variona Provtaeial Dapartmenti of Agricaltnre, promote leeearcb, agrtonltnral adaeatien. 
oo-opeiation and other eetabltobed aide to agiicnltnre,. ami eerve ae a madiom fSr 
agriealinral propaganda throoghont the oonntry. With the object of obtaining the viawa 
of rapieeentativa and leaponaible anthoritiee from all parte of the coontiy, befom a. 
dednita aobema to fbrmalat^ it baa been decided to refer thie propoaal to tlm Board af 
Agneoltnie^ at ita nest meeting, which will be bald at Foaa in Deoembar of this year. 
It to hoped that, to addition to the legnlar Provincial Bepceaentativea. the Mintoian of 
Agnenltnre of the variooa Provincea will also be able to attend. 

Civil Jnatioe Committee*! Racommendationa, 


- The notion taken by the Government on the report of the Civil Jostioa CommitteiL 
piesidad over fay Mr. Jostioe fiankin. will be a matter of interest to yon. i have m 
donbt that many of yon have stndiad that report and recognise the wide aslant of the 
gronnd it oovaro. Many of the recommendations can be pot into effeot by Loeal Govmn^ 
meats, the High Conrte and the presiding officers of the oonrte of jostioe thronghont the 
oonnt^. In soom caarn we have deoidad to rednoe the propoaala of the Coaunitlas to 
the oonciete form of Bills, which will come before yon during this semion. In others we 
have addressed the Loeal Governments and the High Courts and shall prepare Bills for 
yonr oonaideration after we have received their opinions. 1 have mentioned before the 
great importanoe which attaches the work of this Committee ami the value of the raactlona 
whidh moat follow on improvements in the machinery for the administration of civil 
jnatioe. 1 wish now to exp^ my high appreciation of the Committee. 

** Last January I annonnoed that, in view of the opinion expressed in the Assembly 
regarding the need of an economic enquiryi my Government had decided to appoint a 
amall Committae to report on the material which exists for holding an enquiry into the 
aoonomio oonditions of the people of India, the feasibility of iiutitnting an enquiry of this 
character and the manner in which it could be carried out This Committee has been at 
work during the last few months under the Chairmanship of Sir M. Visvesvarayya and 
has just completed its report, which is now in the press. It is the intention of the 
Gofenunent to publish the report at an early date and the Committee*! recommendations 
will be examined without delay. 1 must express my appreciation of the expedition with 
which the Committee have dealt with this complicated subject. 


A Boyal Commission on Currency Problem 

'*When I addressed you last, 1 dwelt at some length on the difficult questions oi 
Currency and Exchange and 1 annonnoed the intention of the Government to appoint an 
authoritative oommittee to oonaider the subject of the Rupee Exchange as soon as tlf 
world economic factors appeared sufficiently stable to justify the formulation of a new 
policy. With the return of Sterling to a parity with gold there to fullillod one of th* 
moat important conditions requisite for a fruitful re-oxamination of our I n d i an probiessa. 
The position has been considered in oonsulation with the Secretary of Stote and 1 am now 
able to annoanoe that His Majestiy the King has approved the appointment of a 
Bqyal Commission on Indian Currenqy. The t^ass of reference to the Commtosion will 
be to examine the Indian exchange and currency system and practice, to consider whether 
any modifioattona an deaiiable in the interests of India and to make recommendations. 
It will be seen that the terms of reference are wide enough to admit the consideration 
of all important qaestions of currency policy and that the membership of the Oommimioa 
also ensures the adffiuatfl nDresentation of Indian opinion. 1 am glad to inform you 
that the Bight HoniHilton Yimng wiU act as Chairman and the following genUeiMa 
have consented to serve as Membera of the Commission Professor J. C. Coyajee, 
Sir Manekjee Dadabhqy, Sir BegtoakI Watt, Sir Bajendra Nath Mukhenf, Sir Alexander 
Murray, Mr. W. E. Preston, Sir Henry Strakoach, Sir Purshottemdas Thakurdas Sir 
Noroot Wama. The Joint-Seerecarieo will be Mr. Iyer of the Indian Finanos Depart- 
ihent and Mr. Baxter of the India Office. It will be apparent that eveiy care has baon 
taken to obtain an ■ independent and impartial examination of this important sobjeet 
The Commimkm will, it is expected, commence work next October. 
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THE LEGISLATIVB ASSEMBLY 

PropoMl for ta ladtea 8«idhanu 

** TiKse ii oae oCUr tepHteat caqaiij to w^ieli 1 owit i«I!k. fho Qonmmeut of 
ladM noeatlp appoialed » Oninitfiw whioh boo «oow to bo kaowa oo tbo ladloB flnd- 
hoiit Coouaittoe. Tbe iafotiiMioiio of the Coouaittoe will embaMoaotoalj tbo whole 
oo^toi at the bcni ond iBO»t niioble oMoat at tiaiaiog lauioao Oo bold wocthilj oad 
eMAtaUj Hlo Hojfitj'i Cottmiaoioo, but olto ibe qoeotioa of wbot mimiioi oboald bo 
fdoptitd fa order to oUroet Uie Uit tjrpe of ladioB jontb, ia greoSer Tinahrii thoa oae 
at pfooeat fottbooaiiB^ to o ailitaiy eoreiir. 1 ottoeh gicot Smporuaoe to the eaterpriae 
apOB whkb tbe CoaiBiittee oie cmborkiag. If thejr ore aacoeiofal it nop be Mid that tbgr 
will* to tbe coteat df tbeir ocbieteiBent, help Indio forword in tbe potb of progi m . Ibo 
Conuaittee io widclj reprcientoliTe of differeat broncbeo of ladioa opiata and I am 
glad to note that in tbia iasportont enqoiry we oholl bove the oaaiatonoe of the Leader of 
tbe Bworaiiot POrtj. 1 ataot eoprcaa grotifiootion tbot be ia ptepoied to eoatribate to 
the elaeidation of the probiena ineoived, bot 1 ahoald not think of aeeking to pram the 
impISoatioa of bit ootion farther than be bimaelf wiabed. Hk own atateaieat of tbe 
leaaona for tbe ouurae be boa adopted abonld, in mj jadgment, preclade maj more 
osteaded iaferenoea. 

** The eatobliabment of a Pnblie Berviee Commiaaion ia being aetieelj pniaaed in 
oorrcapondenoe with ibe deeretary of State and i have every hope that it w^ abortlj 
be poaaibie to make an annonnoement detailing ita fonetioD, ito eonatitotian and iu 
penemnel. 1 am aware that great imponance ia attribated to tbe CommiaaiOD, both 
fqr the public and the membera of the Pnblie Service. 1 believe that it will piovkie an 
independent and impartial tribunal for the examination of the Servicea* giievanoea. 

Tbe Sikb Settlement. 

"Among other maltera of importance with which my mind was naturally much 
pfeocenpiod at the time of my departure for England, though even then 1 recog- 
niaad and welcomed tendenciea of a happier augury, was the aitnation relating to 
the religiooa endowmenta of the Sikh Commnnity and tbe variona iaanea connected with 
it. Daring my abaence 1 watched tbe progreaa of events with keen and sympathetic 
interest, ft ia a matter of great gratiiication to me that on my return 1 find that the 
hope of an improvement in tfce situation baa been realised or ia in a* fair way to be 
jvaliaed. During the whole course of the events and controveifeies which have engaged 
pablio attention— and sometimes I regret to say distuibed the public peace in the 
Piui|ab— the Government of tbe I'unjab and my own Government have animated 
by a constant and single desire to promote, by every means in our power, a atabie and 
equitable and a friendly setth ment of all the matters in issue, which shall do justice to 
tbe elaima of all tbe interests legitimately concerned and which, in ^rticular, shall 
restore tbe traditional relations of good understanding and mutual confidence bmween 
tbe Government and tbe Sikh community. It is my belief that those relations, glorioua 
In war and no less rcnowni-d in peace, whatever misunderstanilings have arisen and 
whatever unfortunate incidents have occurred, have never in truth suffered more than a 
partial and temporary disturbauoe, and I welcome every prospect of their complete renewal 
and ooflaolidation. 

" The immediate and ungible fruit of these changed conditions has been the enact- 
Bont of a measure by the Panjab Legislative Council, on tbe motion of a private 
member belonging to tbe Sikh oommunity, and in tbe formulation of which the Punjab 
Government rendered aaaistanee, which has been warmly acknowledged, to regulate tbe 
Banagement of tbe Sikh Religions Endowmenta. This measure baa received so large, 
and 1 may My, so overwhelming a preponderance of support from the interea.t8, directly 
or ladiieoily ooncemed, as to leave oo doubt of iu general aooepunoe ann it baa received 
the assent of tbe Governor-General. The Government of tbe Punjab have taken tbe 
opportunity of tbe ifMaing of this measure to make a generona oiler to those persons under 
detention in that pnvince for oeruin offenoea arising out of the agitation and 1 trust that 
wiM oonnaela will prevail in regard to it. 1 count as one of tbe palpable signs of a 
hopefnl and anspiciona future tbe recent conelniiona, regarding tbe arrangemenu for the 
reading of Gie Sikb aetiptuiea at tbe Gangsar Qurdwara in tbe Mabfaa State. 
Yke polkf iorapnlonaly obeerved by Government baa been to interpoM no oboUcle there 
or elMlm to tbe free observance of reJigkraa ceremonies that will oonfliot with well- 
ootabliabad rights and libertici. 1 will My no aatm on a anbject, wbieh might revive 
old oontioveiaiM than that I have every hope and oonfidenee that with tbe conclnsion 
at the oereBOny 1 have refericd to and tbo relMse of tbe peraoua deuincd in the Nabha 
SMti^ «o May all now nnlte to tieat tbia incident as a cloeed chapter. A Bill will be 
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jaJdMtftTaBiilbeeoiiiM of the oicmbi mmink lh« ok|aol whleb It to islidtot 
Mflh €f llto pravIflioBt d the Pnajikb Aat m m bqrtad the ooapgtonoe of tb> Lwml 
Imiriilira «M 1 am ooafideDt tk meum vUoh oAm w toir a ptoipe ot d a 
piactiQal aad eqaStoble lettleaie&t of a moHWBtooi aad ootopiv ItoM, aad whMi ii 
aSShLiiffJm of pablie oplaioii, will rooefto a)to jwt xatiflotota 

**]faeh hat been achieved and we may eanrey with legitimate mtiefaeiioa the 
pragma reeorded, nadering due aobnowledgmente to the ajmpathetio oonaideration and 
the iaddbtigabie laboora of Hit Rxoelleney Sir Halcolai Hailey and the GovemaaeBt 
d the Pnnjah^ and to the common aenee, matnal forhearanoe and pnblio apirit d all 
ooncerned, which have made it pomible. I trnat.yonr deliberations will complete a 
legislative Act whioh will not only afford a just and satisfaetory soletion of the aaatters 
it eapresaly eontemplates, but will also oontribnte powerfully to the union and iveoncilia- 
tiond diverse aieBS in other spheres d interest If we persevere and redouble onr 
efforts in the path d mutual forbearance and understanding 1 have every ooaftdenoe 
that the fatnre will crown onr labours. 


The London Converaatlona 


** Hy main purpose in requesting your attendance to-day was in order that I may 
addresa you spMiaily upon the events connected with my* visit to England. When 1 
received the invitation from Hia Majesty's Government to return to Kagland I gladly 
availed myself of it. I had been in India over four years and had seen several changes 
of Government in England during this short period. A general election in autumn had 
just installed a new Government in office, the fifth with whioh I have had the privilege of 
serving. It seemed to me eminently desirable in the interests of India that 1 shooltl take 
the opportunity for the first time afforded to one holding my high ofiee. During my 
stay in England i had many conferences and discnasicms with the Secretary of State 
and 1 alao h^ the great advantage of representing the situation in India, as 1 oonoeiveil 
it, to the Prime Minister and alao to the Cabinet. Towards the end of my visit the 
Seerteary of State made an important pronouncement in the House of Lords upon Indian 
aflkira. The speech nndoubtedly arouhed unasual interest in Parliament and the country 
It was* the first review by the Secretary of State of the general situation in India since 
he had aasumed his high office, and it had been deferred until after the conclusion of the 
conferences with me. In addition it (lossessed a special attraction by reason of the 
ioroefnl personality and intellectual capacity of the Secretory of State. You will have 
observed that.Hia Lordship was careful to state that be was not announcing or purporting 
to annonnee deeiaions or conclusions. Nevertheless it cannot be doubtcfl that at a 
survey of the situation it formed an important event in the history of political develop- 
ment in India. It was made after a careful study of the problems and after a foil 
ennsidemtion of the views which 1 had presented in numerous conferenoes as the result 
of my experience in India. The speech in the House of Lortls was followed almost 
immediately by one in the Commons. 1 do not know whether many of you have bad the 
opportunity of studying the report of the debate which was of special interest to India. 
It showed, as it appeared to me, a growing appreciation and a symiiatbetic understanding 
of the oomplexities and difienltiei of Indian political problems. Yon will have gathered 
from the Furliamentory reports that the general lines of the pronouncement were not 
seriously challenged in the Britisn Parliament. I confem that I have therefore been 
temewhat disappointed, on a perusal of the reported speeches of the political leaders 
in India and of the articles in the pnblio press, to find that the speech has been reoeived 
in some qnarters in so critical a spirit. The impression on my mind is that iu importonee 
and value to India have not been sufficiently appreciated. 

Lord Birkenhead's Statement. 


** 1 look npon the Secretory of State's address as a message of sympathetic cncoorsge- 
Bent to India, at least to those who are desirous of advancing to responsible 8elf*Oovem- 
raent within the British Empire. It is an emphatic indication that political opinion in 
England stonds firm upon the declarations made in 1917 and in 1919, without divtinetion 
«« poHifeal pnrUee. I shall endeavour to place before you a survey of the situation as 
presents itmlf to me to-day. 1 tmst 1 am not too optimistic in my behalf that a 
teinpeiate enminafciOB of the problemt in an atmosphere, free from suspicioii and 
P*Wioe, may lead to more earnest and sinoere oo-operation and good-will from IndiM 
PBitiekmai^. 1 hope to convinoe all setnioas of those who take an interest in 

rid of the eiemonli of bittemem and sasnicioBL which breed their evil progeny, alai^ too 
KIMI,. ,riMber the bM prote . «»TeDt lor the diflcidita 
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wMh hlllMfloMMMd to ddy toltotoii. 1 wonld aik ihoM wIm Mqr dliir Am 
M to bend toetr erinde for n Mnent townide meoad to wo%h the ebewfoltei boepd 
npon thoeiporlMOola lile-cleMoad applied to Indiao afleiie by om, wba ebdan to 
bodevotod to India and her tnleitoto. 

** I cane to India eharged with the duty of helping to eetablieh the ITiinmiiiT Oon- 
ititntSon and of anteting the oooniiy ahmg the road of advanoe auipped oat la the 
doolaiailon of Angost t9l7. The flret great neaearo in poraaanoe of the new poliqr had 
been enbodied in an Aet of Parliament, it woe nntortanato that this now ^^Uea wat 
lanaohed at a period when the atmotohere wae ehaiged with blttemeee and animoolty. It 
ie onaeoeMarj to reoapitolate the dlfflonltiei it enooantered from the monmat of lie birtn. 
They are itl^ freih in onr minda. It anlBoei for the moment to reeall that it met with 
determined oppoeition from oertain aeotione of the conmonltj, directed at Hret fiw 
without the Oonnoiia and latterly alao from within. K ememhjtt that thia waa a newly 
laahioned eonatltntion, indeed a coaetitntional experiment withont preoedea^ derigned 
to meet the peeniiar oomplexitiee of the alatation in India. It had no doubt ita 
imperfeotioni, bnt it waa the prodoet of deep thooght and the onteome of a gennina dcaite 
on the part of the Britieh Parliament to give effect to the patriotic aapiiatkma of the 
Indian politioal leadera and to initiate a ayatem of eelf-gorerning inatitntiena. 

The Httddiman Saqniry 

** Hnoh of the oritiofam direoted againat the Conatitntion waa olaariy in the naive 
of a proteat againat tba reCnaal to grant oomplete delf-OoTvnment at one atep^ bat the 
xanka of the oritioa were alao awelled by thoae who argoed that the ayatem did not 
fnl61 the intentiona of ita aothora and anffered from obriooa defeota whioh ahonld be 
remoTed. There ehargea deaerred examinatioa and after , three yeara' oxpcrienee of the 
new oonatitneioiii my Qorernaaenti with the approval of Hia Majeaty*a Qovemment^ 
decided that an enquiry ahonld be made, not with a view to altering the atmetore, bnt 
for the pnrpoae of determining whether any meaanrea oonid be edviaed whereby the 

r « might work aaore amoothly and eficiently. Thcae problema wore exaaained by 
Beforma Bnqniiy Committee, to wboae labonra both my Oovemment, and all thoae 
who are inteieated in the working of the Conatifntion, owe a debt of gratitnde. 1 regret 
that the membera of the Committee were nnable to oome to nnanimooa oonelnaiona. The 
majority have omde a aeriee of reoommendatiooa which, taken broody, appear to be 
adknowledgrd aa anggeating improvemenU on the exiating practice. TIh^ are lhahioned 
with a genuine deaire to improve the prevent machinery, 1 do not cl oonrie claim for 
them infallibility v deny that they mvt be examined in detail with tome care. My 
Ctovemment are prepared to accept in eofaetanoe the view of the majori^ that the Cenati- 
ttttion ahonld be nmintaiacd and amended, where neoeiaary, in order to remove the 
defeoti in Ite working, on the linet recommended by them. My OoveranMOt cannot^ 
at present, commit itself to all the iadividoal reoommendatioua or to the form or method 
by which they should be onrned into effect in aamuebai there hae not been enffioient 
time for a foil conaideration of them with the antboritiee concerned, or even me with 
my Coonoll. An opportonity will be afforded to the liegialatnre for detanting this policy, 
tad every consideration will be given to the views presented to ns before final eonclnaions 
nio lenebed. The Minority, conaiating of gentlemen whose views are entitled to receive 
end have received the moat oarefnl examination of myaelf and my Oovenuaent and let 
mo odd of Lord Birkenhead, have stated that they have no ohj^km to many of the 
peopomla of their ooUeegoea^ bnt that they wve unable to aooept the lepvt of the 
niaiori^, beoanae th^y desired to progrem more rapidly and by difieient methods. 
In their opinion no enbstantial resnlta wiii be produced by the prooem of 
amendment of the defeota reoo.'imendod by the Majority. Briefiy the Minori^ ask 
whether the Conatitntion ahonld not be pnt on a permanent heels with provieiona for 
nntomatio piO0toa in the fntnre, and they are in favov of a ayatem of Provincial 
Antonomy. prem tor an evly enquiry with a view to fulfilling these oepiimtions. 

To the snbject of Provineial Antonomy i shall retnm after. If ia anflieient to my, 
at this stage, that the Minority, mindful of the terms of referenoe^ do not (*reaent it as 
a pmetioal and folly considered scheme bnt content themselves with potting it forward 
as un ideal. The ateps for its attainment olearly denmnd farther inveatigatm In effect, 
therefore, the reoomnimdations of the Minority amount to a demand tor an early and 
aothoritative enquiry, with a view to a revision of the Constitotiom The laane at the 
moment b^ween them and the Qovernment of India ia largely one of time for the 
appointment of a Commiaeion. It has been laid down in the Government of India Act 
that in 1929, that is in four years from the preaent time, there mnet be a fall enquiry 
into the Conatitntion, aneh as the Minority desire. Hot the Minority aaj that they 
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wkh tto «ii4aliv t» WMplBM ataatMlydMd • — * — ' — -* ^t*~ ‘- iritliiiTti. frit t 
Oiie Mt— d iMHt ■attoMtaUj UNir Tim^ hat* rvabed thaoMMluiM 

**** **.y taj aot j« wtiTCd. lha MfsiCT woteaptoiad totha 
■Mt wUl ba iaiartial eaqaliy; aalbiac viU ba pNladaMT ttwUI 

proo00d npoB fete iMti lof fete rt witi o n i m MoertiiiiiQd spon the CTidtaos Modnood teftnra 
tVMN^ •»! 

cf ladtotefea wM tev« alntey^beaii qnotte bj fete SeoiMiy of Btafee : -WtewM 
tiM MfeiOB of teHinonr ia tncb oiatten mtufe be goidod by the co-operation reoeifod 
from feteMoawlMMi fete DOW oppoifennitieo of oeraioe ara oonferrad and by the extent 
to wbioh ife ii fonnd ttefe ooafidenoe eanberapoeed in tbeir oenm of xeeponiibilifey.'* 
If tbeoearatobetteprlaoipleitognkletteCommteionto it! judgment 1 oannot think. 
ai a friend of India, that ifeohonld oommenoe its enqnirte immediately. 

••U the jndgmenfe of the Britieh Parliament were to be prononnoed upon the prwent 
OTidenec^ I fear tbafe It oonld bat reenlt in dimppointment. I hara not atendoned hope 
that ai tte dayi prooeed erideniOB of a ipirit of oo-opcration may yet be fortbooming 
from that large oeete of politioal opinion, which hat hitherto etood aloof and that it 
may be manmfeed that the political attitude of thow who hare hitherto declined to 
ehonlder any xeeponaibility may nndergo a change. 

*• I know that there it a ochool of thonght in India which preacUee incessantly that 
nothing is to be won from England save by force or threats. Beliere me, that is a profnad 
mistake and if persisfeed in, cannot, bat embitter the relations of the two oonntries. 
The Beforms took their origin in England in a spirit of goodwill, not of fear and of 
optimism, nor of opportnniem. The hisiory of the last few years has damped the hopes 
and dims^ the expeetations of many of thooe in England who wish India well, bat those 
hopes can be rekindled, thoee expectations can be recreated if India shows the hand 
of friendship, instead of menace. 

Question of Be-Examination of the Constitution. 


'* While I am tare that the present would be a most inappropriate moment to bold 
the Statntoiy Enqidiy, 1 wish to re-emphasise what was made abnndantly plain by 
the Secretary of State in his speech, that there is no special sanctity attaching 
to the year 19S9. The re-examination of the Qonstltntton may take place at any time 
not later than 19S9, when the British Qorernment are persnaded that there has been a 
genuine oo-operafekm of responsible Indian politioal leaders in working the existing 
&»ostitation and when a snflicient experience of tbeee new, and still largely nntried, 
conditions has been nthered to form the basis of a considered jadgment and to enable 
propoeals for fete fafenre, to be made with some oonSdenoe. Is it not worth while to 
mate a real attempt to wipe ont past oontrorersies and to unite in an effort to test 
the tystem at present eetabliehed 7. In the Secretary of State’s words, "we desire amf 
request goodwill, nor shall ' we be niggardly bargainers if we meet with that generoos 
friendship, whioh io near and dear to onr hearts.*' The desire to help India along the 
road indioited lessaino nnehanged. I had <q[»portnnities of disenming with many leaders 
of politioal thought in England, of earied political eiews. Tbroogbont I was impressed 
on the one hand by the gympathetio goodwill manifested towards India and Indians 
generally, and on tte other by the determination not to be harried by threata into 
prematnre eonoesslona> 1 huTO long been confident that it is through friendly copper- 
xtion alone that India will adeanoe to tte nltimato goal desired. The events of the 
*eoent yonrs and my visit to England have served to oonfirm this view, I most earnestly 
«»»nond it M n pAlqy to the Legiolntnie and to the oonntry. I believe t^ the 
present momonfe in opeoiaily favonrable Uu n combined effort to work the conrtitution. 
Sinoe tte Committee reported two new fsotorh have snpervenod,' which should be an 
*^i>6<MiingeBMnfe| and an well iforttay of yonr oonsideratoa. 


of provittoial oontribntioDS 

“ AxMNig tte aumy handicaps nnder which the new qrstem has snflered none perhaps 
^ greater than tte finanoial otringenej wbi^ dogged its early years. In administration 
» poliqj wktem lenoMs is hmn. Too often the Ministers fonnd that fro m took 

the field or 

J® thA btehia. Bamnerad by financial difionltics they wore exposed to the es ltielsm 
^ *J|W^aohiitod notfunii, fbjtanatety tte ‘period of finanolal eferingfe^i ^ 

tete pMriimaway. year my Governmnt hm tern abto to 

mMob oC Provtadal Oantribntfono ate tbmehy 
h-S? ^ addiHeiial rssoofoss, a 

“■•f tepte vlU te nvaiuST^tte ateBUontlon of sootol ooteitioM ate for 
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aitte-MIdiiig Mtlrittof, te short for IhoM bfinelwt of the adminiitieSioft whkh love 
been tniarferred to popaler control. 1 trait thnt these new rreoueci will Ornilltiju 
the petition of Mlnictere. 

Beorpeniiaticn of the Benrioee 

** There it one other ehenge of inportenee which I most not omit to nention. I 
■Wit oonfeee theol hove been eurprieed to find thnt eo little public attention hae been 
directed to one of the propoiaie of the Lee Commieeion, the practical cflbct of which will 
iccn begin to make itself felt. It had been one of the oomplainta of Kinieteio that the 
crganimtion of their euperior eervloee through which their departmente were administered, 
lay not in their bands, but in those of the Becietary of State. It was the latter who 
seeraited them and who determined their rates of pay and their numbers. We are now 
to take steps to give effect in this respect to the principle laid down by the Joint Select 
Cosumittee of Parliament, that ministers should have the fullest opportunity of 
etws of Government which was entrusted to their care. BecruHment by the 
Seeietaiy of State for the Indian Bdneational Servioe, the Indian Agricnltural S^ce, 
tbe Veternary Servioe, the Buildings and Roads Branch of the Indian Service of Bngineeiv, 
and, in Bombay and Burma, for the Indian Forest Service, has ceased. In these 
important bianohes of the administration the Ministers will be anthorissd to start baild- 
iog np, by new recruitment, their own provincial services, subject only to such restrietioiis 
as experience shows to be neosssary lor aafegnarding the integrity, the independence, 
and tbe eflleiency, of tbe public servioee. 

** The problem presented by the Indian Medical Servioe is more difllcnlt, bnt here 
too the principle of establishing Provincial Medical Services has been accepted subject 
to certain conditions which are still under cousideration. The combined effect of these 
ebanges will become increasingly apparent every year and I am sure that wbat seems 
to me at present to be an inadequate appreciation of their importance will rapidly 
dteppear. 

cannot pass from these obeervations on to tbe future of the services without 
placing on record my high appreciation of the loyal amistanoe which has been rendered 
by the members of the Services, and will, I am oonvinoed, eontinne to be rendem) 
In tbe working of the new constitution. Without their help the difllenltlcs, already 
eeriotts enough, would have been stupendous, if not insuperable. For the reasons indi* 
cated above 1 believe that the system of Dyarchy will be found to work in fnture more 
efSeiently and smoothly and Ministers will in these respeots no longer have grounds 
for oomplaint that the power and responsibility entrusted to them are impaired by other 
influences. In any event 1 have no doubt it is too early yet to prononnee a final verdict 
as to Dyarchy's failure or success. On a careful survey of tbe whole situation and a 
•tody of the report of the Local Oovernments 1 have come to the oonelusion that Dyarchy, 
whatever its proficiencies may has so far proved more Buocessfal in its opeintions than 
some of its friends and most of its oritics could have ezprated. We shall be in a far 
better position in a comparatively short time to form a final judgment if the system is 
worked in the future with general good-will and co-operation. 

Eastern and Western Idesls. 

*< ln a notable pasMge in his speech, I«ord Birkenhead disdaimed on behalf 
of the British Parliament any monopoly in the art of framing constitntioiis and he invited 
Indians to oontribute it they could do so, their own solntion. He invited them, to 
quote hie wordc **to produce a constitution which carries behind it a lair atiasuie of 
general agreement, among the great people of India." He gave the amiaiice that sueb 
a contribution to solve the problem would be moot carefully examined by the Qovernment 
of Indii^ by himself and by the Ckimmission. whenever that body wulj be assemblvd. 
The time which may elapee before a re-ezamlnation of the Constitntions whenever that 
asy happen, conld not bo bkter occupied by public men in India than by devoting serious 
practical thought to these probleme. If the British people, werk^ en their own 
fvpeFtfnow, have set np institntione in India, based on Western models, the aspirstiuDs 
of India politicians, towards the establisbiaent of Becponsible Stif-Oovernssent within 
BMpiiu as the nltimate goal. Responsible Self-Government, based on the liamentary 
it tbe product of Weatera thought and experience. It is often contOMled tbst 
era ate seeking to arriveat tbe final deatinatton by imposing ideas on. India, which are 
allsn to its graius. We are not wedded to onr own methods of attaining oar objeet. 
Whalofer may be proposed will be the labjeet of the most earefel examination by 
Ooteramentef India and eventually by the Com mi ssion, before it Is onbuBitted to the 
Mtish Parliament. The Commistion should know wkether there is any gSUeinl oonsensus 
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tbavulMu cImm >ad oomBaaitl«i ut India aa to tbs difsotioa ift 
8 eif4>overnawnt within the Empire ehoaUt be sought. Shonld 
- Of » there nn nlternetive lino of ndvnnoe whieo 

m noeordnaee with Indian ideaa and would receive the eapport o( the 
ooneiar^ f If anj altemaiiee metbode are to be •ugge»i«d, mneh 
hnid .thinking it required. Cooatitntioual problent are not eoiveil bj a paraeo. Aooonnt 
■■■fbe takoi of the unparalleled oomplezitiei^ and the direntitiee of race, the divenitien 
Of religiaB, the etnking direreltiee of intelleotnal developmeT.t ami a boeial organiMtion 
whieh aepnintee elaHee with a rigidity unknown in anj other great country. It mnet be 
hept eteadily' in mind that it ie the primary duty of the Oovurument to provide eoourity 
againetestemalaggieMion and to preMrre peace and order within iut territorire and in 
Indin^ it la imperative that adequate meant shonld be devised for the proieeUon of 
minoritiea. No^gienter problem in Self>Oovemment haa ever been set before a peeple. No 
probleaa haa ever more aesuredlj required accurate and practical ibiukiug. 

Demand for Provincial Autonomy. 

* There nre mnny in India at the present moment who hold that the solotion liea 
in Provineial Autonomy. The principle that local affairs sbouid be administered by 
LoQdl Governments is one that oommands general aocepcance, but if we ace to avoid 
disintegratiofif a danger that the history of India constantly empha^isos^ there most in 
miy yadgment, be a strong Central Government capable of esercismg a legitimate degree of 
snperviehm control. The relations of such a Government to a number of so*oalled 
amonomons provineial Governments have not yet been thought out. it can scarcely be 
OOntemplailed even by the most ardent friends of Provincial Autonomy that there should 
be nine or morn and, as eome contend many more, separate and independent Provineial 
Govenssenta, entirely free in all directions from snpervisoo and oontrol. Before any 
■dieme of Provincial Autonomy oonld be established, the funetions that shonld be 
entruafeed to them end the degree of supervision and oontrol to be exercised over them 
mnst be exploied with the patienoe. There is an nniimited field of work waiting for 
those who, like the minority of the Beforms Enquiry Committee, believe that the present 
Oonakitntion ssnst be mdioally amended. Meantime^ a close contact with the praotieal 
work^ e< the preaent meohine will provide a nssful eorreetive against too gnat an 
‘ I with thooiy, which history shows to be a dafsger ever lurking in wait lor the 


1 doae I would dmw attention to aa attitude not 
fbut tho progmmmo nnd conditions of advance laid down in the pnsmble 
of the Goionnimf of India Aot are a humiliation to Indians nnd that the pretoriptioa of 
sueemsltu afemes and the teating of each stage by resalt is a reflection on the oapaoity 
of Be it resMBsbend that we are engaged on a problem new to India and new 

•Inn In the Btitiah Fhrliament. I think the natnre of the problem as it preseaU 
ilmlf to Iho British p^lr, is not fully apptieinted by those who oxprem them- 
m homilinted. isirmTT that the path to Belf-<}overnaient Ileo along n broad 

I lond nnd that, if they oonld only be freed from the impediments and restrietiotta 
by the pw i M it form of Governssent, they oonld run mfely, rapidly, and direotly, 
to* their goal. To loy mind the problem presents itself under a different figure. 1 think 
lather of n nnni pidking Mo way throngh unezploied regions, towards bis destination, 
- htiih riimnwn feint but in the diatanoe. He haUs on firm ground nnd esska 

the nnt spot to which he enn eefely entnist bismelt A reek step may engulf him or 
dehty Us nregtess .indsftnltely. His ndvnoos may not be rapid, but it is well nnd sorely 
plannodL As he ndvaaees, evp— teechee ' him Is dtatiagniah more eerlainly end 
I famn the treooherons sarltoa and oo he wins to his nltimnis ponL 


**ChnllMBn, if I nm strike a personal note the eloit of my period of oflUs is npidly 

appunsUiv nnd my fntare opportnnitks d addressing yon, the ICem^ of the DUte 
UfWotniiL net neoemarlly be few. I have spelm to yon Unlay from the oony^ion 
sf my hnnt nnd 1 tmat, without roaring n tinge of Wttemem or animoeity. I have 
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SIMLA--22HD AUQVS7 1928. 

Mr. YwXA Beetod Prc8id«iit 

The first meeting of the Aotano Session of tiie Lesfshitiro hwmnUf 
took plaoe on the fiSnd Aagast when Mr. V. J. Patd (Swuigist) win eleeisd 
Fresitet with fi6 rotest defestinf Mr. Bengschirisr hj two Totes. • 

At the ontset Ft. Nehm referred in Tery leefinc tenns to the desth of 
Mr. C. B. Dm end Sir S. N. Bnnneijee. He was foDoiMd Sir & ^r, Sr A. 
Mnddiman, Sir F. Whyte. Sir D. Lindsay and Mr. Jinnah. all of whom 
assoeiated with Ft Nehm in oondoling the death of Bengal a two lorsmost 
yatriots. 

The Fmeident then asked the house to eleot a Freskient Toting 
commenoed at 11-80. and at 18 o*ck>ok the FresideDt deblared Mr. T. 
J. Fatel (Swandist) as duly elected President of the AaaemUy to 68 sotes 
to 56. There were three spoiled voting papers. The President said he 
would forward the name of the elected President to the Viceroy, in whose 
hand approval lay. The announcement was reoeived with loud Swar^st 
oheers. . 

On the 2iTH AUGUST Sir Frederiek WHYTE opened the prooeedings 
hf reading a message from the Viceroy approving of Mr. Patel’s eleotioD as 
l^ident. Sir Frederiek then addressed a few felicitous words of welcome 
to his snooeasor, who. attired In khaddar and surmounted hy a Gandhi cap 
ooeupied a seat on the floor of the Chamber. 

Mr. PATEL made an acknowledgment In the same spirit voieing his 
grateful appreciation of Sir Fredericks work in the chair. Sir Alez^er 
Muddiman followed with a speech on behalf of the Government members, 
in which he deelared that this was indeed a historic occasion, sinoe, for the 
first time, the Assembly bad elected its own President and, amid cheers, {he 
affirmed that their retiring President could put M his armour with the 
knowledge of duty well and nobly performed. 

Pandit Motllal NEHBU entirely associated himself with the words of the 
two previous speakers and wished ^r Frederiek Whyte godspeed in the 
way bf the Swarajists. 

Mr. JINNAH, in his turn, testified to Sir Frederick’s courtesy and 
impartially. His eonduet of affairs, Mr. Jinnah asserted, would have done 
credit to the Parliament of any nation. 

Sir D^any LINDSAY, on behalf of the non-official Europeans, said 
that through their retir^ President’s unfailing tact members, who at the 
beginning ware suspiokme of eaoh other, had oome to understand eadi 
otter’s views, and in this way many lasting friendships had been formed. 

Sir Frederiek WHYTE, who was obviously touched by the genuine 
dcmonstralions of appreeiatioD that had been issssifSSts!, s£u u6 fcsd mrived 
SBany kindnem but the e li m a a of gsiierosity wm fonnd in the speeehm just 
delivered hy the leaden of all the pariaes in the Aaaembly. Interesting 
rsfsSiDOes to ^Seulties enoountered and cotiperstion reoeived followed, 
aad then KrJPrederick invited the members to shake hands with him as 
P psc i de »t for the last 

Meanwhile, Mr. Phtel had withdrawn. But alter a brief interval te 
returned in the full wm and robes of his office, end to Ab scoompnnfnMnt 
of general applaum he took the dhdr which his p r e d a e cem r hid v ace ted . 
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Sir ALEXANDER iom sod hautilj velotHiitd ths ntwooEiit in bthilf 
of th* Govemmaiil beooliai. Tli^r wvre eo&ikbiit be wmld iliwhim 
mpouibaikiM well end be trusted tbe eoidiel lektioos wbiob M 
between them end his predeoassor would nierk Mr. Patel*s temiie of ofliee. 
The foil end k^l sopport of the OoTemment benohes for tbe Obeir would 
elwijs be fortboming. 

Pendit Motibil Nehru end Mr. Jinneb joioed in the ^ el e omei ee 
did Mr. Bengaoberier end Sir Henry Stenyon. Sir Henry speeking 
onbebelfof the non-offioiel Europeans, delivered a littk bomily to tho 
PresideDtt intimating that his political views, if hot deed, had gone into 
hibernation, and that he was now the bond-slave of the conventions wbiob 
surrounded the Ghair. 

Mr. PATEL listened gravely, and when tbe oratory had oeaaed, loae and 
delivered, with dignified mien the most remarkable speeoh of his eaieer. 

I have accepted this office with my eyes open, he said, *' and I folly realto 
the implieations attaching to it.’* He had given the question aniious thougta^ 
and he had come tp the conclusion that be could serve India better by 
accepting the position. Swangists had been described as destmetive oritios ; 
it was their duty to show that they also knew how to constroet. The 
Viceroy had pleaded for co-operation. His predecessor in the Chair had 
pleaded for oo-operation. “ And I also plead for co-operation,” said Mr. 
Patel. He partSciularly appealed to the official members, and ^ was ready 
in the fullest sense of tbe term to extend oo-operation to them. Tbe 

Assembly listened with almost unprecedented attention. They were seeing 

a marvellous metamorphosis under their very eyes. Mr. Paid, non* 

co-operator, developing into Mr. Patel, the stem Constatutbnalist and 

co-operator with the Bureaucracy- 

The new Pcesident’s renunciation was no halPhearted affair. From 
that moment, he declared, he bad ceased to be a party man. He belonged 
to no party ; he belonged to all parties. Amid vooiferm appla^, he 
asked his friend, Pandit Motilal Nehru, to pass a resolution absolving him 
from all the obligations of a Swangist. As for tbe mmoura regarding hia 
relations with the Viceroy, Mr. Patel brushed them aside. If the duties of 
his office required it, he would call on His Excellency ten times a day. 
After Uie conclusion of this remarkable speeoh the members shook hands 
with their new P^ident. 

Onthe25TH AUGUST the Assembly held iU first business meeting. 
About a dosen new Bills were introduced, including three has^ on the 
Civil Justice Committee’s recommendations and two on the unaniaspos pro- 
posals of the Mnddiman Committee, regarding finalising malpradticM in 
Legiriative bodies, and granting certain exemptions to meiabeis. 

Bills introduced related to insurance companies ; centraKsation 
naturalisation in British India ; amendment of the Preaidenoy and 
Provincial Insolvency Acte and the Religious Endowments Aet, and of Section s 
102 and 103 of Civil Procedure Code, as recommended by ^ Banken 
Committee ; the Age of Consent Bill, raising tbe age to 13 and 14 y^ 
in the case of married and unmarried girls, respeetively, and a Bill 
emending the Limitation Act. ^ i 

A Bill wee introduced by Sir Charles Innes for the of emd aM 

for the grant of certificates for coal intended for export, as f^raemraM V 
^e Noyce Committee, to enable the coal trade to rehabilitMe llmif m 
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4mmt»aNuMk The BQl was referrtd to a Select Committee, after Sir 
€hariee Lmee had explaiDed that ite principle, namely, the eatahliehmeDt of 
• Goal SteamM Boabj>» wae aoeeptable to the Indian Mining Aaaociation and 
Mie Miidag FedeialioD, and that the latter bckly had already sent in amend- 
meata tie IhaBill, which the Select Committee would cohaider. He hoped 
the^^BDl would be paased thia aeaaion. A joint committee waa also agreed 
to on the Jill relating to the Cabriiob of Goods by sea. 

Members of Currency Commission Attacked 
Mr. JORMAH; a bile moring the adjournment of the Assembly to direct 
aMaation to the composition of the &>mmi88ion, asserted that the Goyern- 
nmnt had' faifapd to implement their pledge that the inyestigating body should 
hm adequate and effective representation of Indian interests. Mr. Jinnah 
peed so acgmnents. He repeated again and again that he had no desire to 
asoke peiieBal' atteoks, yet he read to the Assembly uncomplimentary news- 
paper ecanmeats on one of the Indian members. His complaint was that the 
Commiasioii represented one school of thought ; he maintained' that the 
faterests of India and England were in direct conflict in this matter ; and he 
alallenged the Finance Member to say whether it was not India's interests 
that were beiug saorifioed. 

Mr. Jaamadaa MEEETA, said that the six Europeans on the Commission, 
were not eveo loiown in India, and those of ^e members that were 
known, India did not aeeept. The Indians appointed would not be able 
to aeouffe deedpn, even to a municipal body. Mr. Ranga IYER voiced in^sten- 
lo^ **Onr duty is to boycott the Commission : to treat them as 

Sir BmQ BLACKETT delivered a serious protest against the attacks 
that had lieeB made. It was deplorable that because Government 
appoinled ten men to carry out an important task, vilification of some of 
Miem was resorted to immediately. And he put it to the Assembly that a 
vary bad imj^ession was creat^ when the inevitable effect of the 
appointment of Indians with knowledge of the subject at issue to conduct an 
anqiniry won that they were assailed and their qualifications belittled. The 
Fhianea limber strongly affirmed that in the appointment of the Committee 
interest of India as a whole had been the only consideratioD. It had 
beev sought to scenre impartial men of wide knowledge, aoenetomed to weigh 
oiUenoei who would listra to the views of ell the diveree intereetc ooneerned 
and Imme their reeemmmidatioiie acoordingly. They would not etart with 
yciroonecived judgsmti and minds alreai^ made up. 

Ftindit Maden Mohan MALAVIYA suggested that three new Indian 
mmUbtm pasmsnng ** the oonfidenee of the Indian publie,’* shonld bo added 
1u the Oommindon. Fkndit Motilal NEHRU said that on looking into the 
anteajrienli d Urn memban of the CommisaioQ it beoune e^ent that 
NMy had. been ehoaen beoaoee they differed from Indian opinion. Sir 
Aknan^E^ MCDDIMAM in a lew weighty eenteneee asked ^ Aasmbly 
ta hear in ndnd tha iset that men of fiieat reputation end standing would 
•not earn an GommMons rabting to India if they were to be eharged with 
A Iqek of hapaitieUty, of having made up their minds beforehand. It would 
aoism Mm eervke of the very beet minds the worid eonld provide. 

.when As vote wne taken it wae loond that Mr. Jinnah's 
-kisilin liil haen eanied by a iaifa majority, the figniee heiug 64 to 40. 
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maternity benefits bill 

Bogutration Aot AMndmeiit 
(tatbeSSTH AUGU^ the Anembly Mt till late in the 
Mr. R e n ge rii enere penniaMve Bill emendiDg the Be^retion Act to 
ddegeto to cnb-re^rare power to hold enqmry into eieeotion, etc., wee 
refemd to. Sel«ot Committee by 47 votes to 43. . 

The Goveniment did not oppose the motion but a number of non- 
officials, including Sir Henry Stanyon and Pandit Motilal Nehru did, while 
Mme other noo-offioials supported it Pandit Motilal Nehru said that 
it was not possible to make much progress that day and suggested that 
another day might be allotted for the business left over. 

The Home Member said it was not in his power te assign a day but he 
was quite agreeable to non-official business being discussed the next day 
after the official business was over. The President said it was not desirable 
that non-official business should be taken on an official day, but if the 
House desired it he would be agreeable. 

Maternity Benefits Bill. 

Mr. N. M. JOSHl moved the appointment of a select committee on his 
Maternity Benefits Bill. He said the Bill was circulated last session, and 
opinions upon it had been received. The principle underlying the Bill was 
that there should be prohibition of employment for a certain period during 
confinement, and for that period maternity benefits should be provided. The 
question of how much ^e benefit should amount to and how it should be 
provided were matters of detail which could be examined in the select com- 
mittee. The Bill was opposed by the Burma and Punjab Government but 
neither of those governmets were greatly affected by the maternity benefit 
problem. The Governments of the Central Provinces, United Provinces and 
Madras approved of the principle of the Bill. The Assam Government 
favoured the principle, but opposed the Bill on the curious ground that the 
present maternity benefits granted in the Assam tea gardens were more 
generous than those laid down in the Bill, and that the enactment of the 
bill might make the employers in Assam less generous. 

Continuing, Mr. Joshi said he was surprised that some I. C. S. officers 
had opposed the Bill, forgetting that they were entitled to a free passage 
both ways for their families. As regarded the Bombay Government, they 
could not expect anything better than opposition from a Government con- 
taining two of the biggest Indian capitalist European Members who looked 
after the interests of European employers and a Conservative Governor. The 
Bombay Council had passed a resolution favouring the principle of the Bill. 
As regarded the details of the Bill, he would leave it to the Committee to 
decide whether maternity benefits be granted by employers or by contribu- 
tions from the Government, and whiter it should be applied to all industries 
or only to some. 

Sir Sivaswamy ITER supported the motion, which he described as a 
humanitarian piece of legislation. The Bill, however, contained many 
^eots of substanoe. He warned the House against the consequences of 
hasty and ill-considered legislation, such as might result in the non-em- 
plqymeot of women labour. 

Mr 006 GRAVB said, so' far as Assam was concerned, the measure was 

^necesaaiy and undesirable. Of the 6,00,000 women who would benefit 
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Ilf As BiDf hilf Sm maiber «m Mflofad in th« tea furduib WUIn 
Mr. Jotbi had baaed aoma of tba ahnaaa of hia Bill on ^ OonfontioB of tbo 
Infeamalioiial Labour Coolaraaoa ho had pt ooaa d a d to eiroho bia own aohonio. 
foMing on tiie emplofon ahma Iho baifdon of laiahig the notondlf bonolto 
fond. (Mr. JoaU: The OoaroBftion bad» on the other linod» 

anggettod either fn inaaranoe aaboM or a eontribntion from poUie fnnda 
to the matemito benefit Eren Oieat Britain bad not yet ratified the 
Conrention. 

Mr. Joabi : Bo jon mean to tell m that there are po matemitf benefita 
in Eoglandt 

Mr. CoagraTe : There ere* but boUi employ era and women oontribiited 
to it half and bait 

Sir B. N. MITBA oppoaed the. BQl for praetioal reaaona. He felt that 
Mr. Joabi had miainterpreted the general aympatby for the olgeot of the 
Bill aa definite anpport In India edneatfon, aanitation and other nation- 
bailding obseota had to be finanoed. and aa pnblio fnnda became aTailaUe, 
they ahould be ntiliaedi giring preoedenoe to the more important work. The 
minority of the Prorinoial OoTemmenta partionlarly Bengal and Bombay, 
were oppoaed to the Bill. The latter ^Temmenta pointed ont that in the 
cotton milla women already ahaented themaelvea. generally for aix weeks. 
Practically all the Provincial GovemmeniB had found practical diffionltiea 
in working the Billi diffieoltiea regarding management, diaboraement 
and aaaeaamenti Mr. Joabi waa a theoriat He had not ezaimined the 
poaition to find out the neceaaity or praotioabflity of the meaanre. but had 
bronght forward a Bill simply hecaiiBe in aome advanced countriea they had 
anph a measure. India was foremost aasong the countries who had rectified 
the m^ority of Washington conventkniB. In European oouncriaa he admitted 
there were maternity benefit schemea. but the Dominions bad not generally 
have such ayatema. As regarded Japan, the less said the better. When 
Japan wanted to pursue a matter, no sentiment lAood in her way. The 
evU proposed to be met by Mr. Joabi did not exist in India to any appre- 
ciable extent and the best way to meet it would be to foster the growth of 
a voluntary asaodation for the proviaion of maternity benefits or better 
still, niatomity insurance ahould Ito-staitad to which employers, einployees 
and the State should all oontrfhute. Let trade unions be started and when 
sufiMent data waa aviflable, action, if neoeaaary, could be taken on the 
question of maternity benefita. The pr ese nt BOl was both nnneoaaaary and 
undeaiimUe. 

After Mr. Chalmers bad spoken the Aaaembly adjourned tQl the next day. 

Contempt of Oourta Bill. 

On the S7TH ATJOUST the moot ramarkahle feature of the prooeadinga 
of the Aaaembly waa the support aoaordad to Government in &e division 
loby by SwarqifatB after aeveral mambeis of the party had delivered violent 

imnaaidoDed aneedics *g^****^ a motion cd the Home Member. Aftr 
interpaUadonaiSir Alexander MUDDIMAN introduced several BHla of com- 
pan^vdy minor importance without any dracolty. Theae were thq Criminal 
Prooadnre Code Am^ment BQl, the Legal PfaetitionerB* Act Amendment and 
the Gnrdwaras Act Supplement BOs. Whan he anived that the BOl nlating to 
the.punkhment of contempt' of conitaheiefanedtoaSelectCemmittee the 
atmo^prn of Sic rhamhirr nudinrawl s thangv The IWl, ffir Alexander er 
plidnadf proposed to define and amend the law in regard to eontempt. It 
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iMlMdiiqr doaH that naglittiiikM lalhapwmollhi EQikOboMiB 
Mild to the piotoi^too of tMr ■nbonffaitt oouita mdahoMd II12I toe oMiito 
of tito JodioU Gommiiiioiim bid Ibi Uki powirof poaiibiQf oonlMBto 
oommiltod iga ln rt thim, or the comto bolow tbon. Ftothir, it Mtiiotod 
the pniuahiiieiit which the oomti mii^ owiid for oootompt to liz aoithe* 
impriaooinoiil with 1 fine. The Home Member emiJieaiied tbit, under the 
Bill. High Oourtein Indie would be enenred 01^ thAiiBiepowere in thie matter 
aa were waittftd bj High Gourte in Bi«land. Mr. Bangaawami IYENGAR 
ettaoked the Bill root and brandi. it wee oMeetionable. It legialated on a 
matter that waa obaolete, it wae repugnant to all. The Aaaembix 
ahoold throw it out. The liheitiee of the people were in peril; if 
the Bill is paaaed then the rig!:t of Indiana in freedom would be 
gone. Mr. ASHWORTH cwtended that the Bill waa neoeaaaiy to 
put an end to abuaea that were too frequent Theae abuaee would 
inoreaaeaa the jury qratem waa extended, and it waa abaurd to aaj a 
juror would not be influenced by what he read in the newapaper. So 
far from being obaolete the law rel^ng to contempt waa in active opera* 
tion in England, and he cited a recent notorioua oaae where the oonduoton 
of two papera were flned in very large amounta. Mr. CHETTY and 
Mr. KELKAR. editor of the ’* Mahratta.” atrongly oppoaed the motion. 
Sir Henry STANYON proteated weiid^ti^ that it waa the publlo duty to 
maintain the authority of the oourta in every reaaonable way. There 
waa no doubt, he declared, that if the Bill were paaaed the High Courta 
would ezeroiae their powera under it with a full aenae of reaponaibility. 
Mr. ABHYANELAR ahouted. ** Let ua have oourta firat before we talk about 
contempt of them.** The judicial offioera in India were under the control 
of Government and here was anothf«r attempt of the bureauoraoy to curtail 
the libertiea of the people. Sir Sivaawamy AlYER. while not aupporting 
the detaila of the Bill, oonaidered it abould be cent to a committee for 
examination. Sir Chimanlal SETALVAD amerted that the meaaure waa 
badly drafted and thought that it would have been auffioient if it had merely 
given power to the High Courta to deal with contempt againat aubordinate 
oourta and provided that the Judicial Commiaaionera abould have the 
aame authority. 

Phndit Motilal NEHRU, tho Swangiat le^er. however, atruok a 
different note. He agreed in the main with Sir Chimanlal and intimated 
that if the Government wore prepared to modify the Bill on the linea 
auggeeted. and to withdraw the danae which defin^ contempt, he would be 
willing to urge the Aaaembly to agree to refer the meaaure to a Select 
Comiiiittee. 

Sir Alexander MUDDIMAN at onee welcomed thia a^tude. He had 
explained that he waa merely deeirona of carrying out the principlea embomed 
in the ^ 11 . be had no wiah whatever to define contempt of court* But 
he pointed out that if he had put forward a Bill without a definition there 
W01& have been great oriticiim in the Aaaembly of the vagueneaa of bu 
propoaaL Sir Alexander gravdy reproved the membera who hM been 
prominent in aaperaiona on the magiatracy* They had. he aaid. 

done a ^ve injuatioe to a large body of their feflow-countrymeu who were 
performing their dutiea honeatly and juatty. • j m 

On a division beings oalW the Home Memoer a motwn waa earned amid 

applause by 82 votes to 8 .' 
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After the GaiAempt of Oouiti Kn had been referred te e Seleet Con* 
mittee the Hoaoe took up Mr. Joelii'o Metemitj Benefite Bill, the diieonion 
of whidb did not oonotode the dey before. 

The motioD to refer Mr. Joehi’e Bill to e Sdeet Committee wee put to 
the Tote end loet by 61 Totee to 47. 

Sir fieri Singh OOUR then mored that the Bill to emend the Speoiel 
Merriege Act, 187S, be referred to e Select Committee. The oljeet of the 
Bill, he expleined* woe to remove the enomely in the ezieting lew which 
prevented merriagee taking place between the ages of 18 and 21. The 
motion wea loet without a division. 

Sir fieri Sini^’s next motion that his Bill to declare the rights of 
fiindua to make settlements of property by way of tmst in favour of 
their famiKes> children and descendants be circulated for opinion, was also lost 

On the 8 1ST* AUGUST the Assembly disposed of official legislative 
businessi whidii included motions for the introduction of Bills amending the 
Opium Act and the Provident Fund Act and the second and final reading of 
three Bills introduced on the 25th August, namely the Naturalisstion Bill the 
Limitation Bill and amending Section 60 of the Civil Procedure Code. 

The House also passed the Home Member’s Bill amending Section 60 of 
Civil Procedure giving certain concessions to co-operative societies. 

Mr. Tonkinson introduced a Bill amending the Provident Fund Act to 
make some formal changes necessary to administrative convenience. 

Sir Basil Blackett introduced a Bill centralijung the control of the culti- 
vation of ; the poppy and the manefacture of opium in the Cbvernment of 
India. The Department is at present administered through the agency of 
the Local Governments. 

The Kstoralieation Bill. 

Sir Alexander then moved for consideration of the NatonJiaation Bill. 

Mr. Doraiswamy IYENGAR moved that the Bill be sent to Select Com- 
mittee for examination. He held that it should be so amended as to prevent a 
certileate of naturalisation from being granted to South Africans and others 
who were not treating Indians justly. 

Mf. ANEY took strong exception to the Bill and supported the motion 
for a Select Committee. He said the Bill depended upon the definitioD of 
" Briti^ subject ” as given in the British Act This definition was extremely 
difficult to understand. On the one hand it differentiated Indians from other 
British sulgcots and on the other, under it Indians in Indian States were not 
British suMacts. Though the prosent Bill excluded American and Europeans, 
it did not really affect them, as they, if naturalised under the British Act, 
could also be naturalised in India. Moreover, the Bill did not even afford 
special favourod treatment to Indians in Indian States. 

Mr. Ramehacu|ra RAO drew pointed attention to a ruling of an American 
Court which had deprived Indians in California of their naturalisation rights. 
Any American or European who obtained a uaturalisation certificate in 
En^and was automatically naturalised in India. The position must be 
safeguarded by an Act passed in India* subgacting Americans to the 
same difilculties as Indians were subjected to in America. He doubted, 
however* whether a Select Committee could find a solotioo. 

Sir Alexander MUDDIMAN felt that when he brought forward the Bill 
he never knew it would raise a storm of this kind. Seotioo 26 of the 
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Britidi Artauthorind tliii LeKiilatura to enact a lew oo niliiaiit. I* 
wM in enram of thrt power that this Bill excluded Americane and Kuroaeana 
thmby a^ng the point of view of Mr. Rao. He admitted that uudeVSe 
British Act^ Amenoant and liliiropeaas could obtain naturalisation eortifioatea 
The issue raised by other speakers was different from the purpose of his 
Bill. It was brought forward merely to give a limited form of naturalisation 
to traders and a few other people who could not be naturalised under the 
British Act, because they did not know the English laiigusge or other 
language recognised on an equal footing. As to whether an American should 
be naturaHsed or not was a different matter and this I^ogislature had imv 
power to modify an Act oi Parliament. 

The Bill had been under discussion since 1923. The Local Govern- 
ments had been consulted and there had been oorraspoiidence with the 
Home (fevernment on some aspects of the caso. It was no use srndingttbe 
Bill again to Select Committee as it had already Imoii to Soioot Com- 
mittee. He made it clear that be did not attach very groat imiKirtanooito 
the Bill. There was the existing law in force: only it somewhat 
out of date, afid the present Bill proposed some administrative improve- 
ment and to extend the limited form of naturalisation to some traders. 
He opposed its reference to Select Committee as the amendments prir 
Vfosed by the members could not be made in this Bill. 

The Assembly then divided and referred the Bill to Soioot Committee 
by 59 votes to 42 votes. 

Mr. Tonkinaon then asked the House to take into cousidcration the 
Indian Limitation Act (Amendment) Bill. 

Mr. Rama Iyengar and Mr. Rangachariar referred to a doubt which one 
of the clauses of the bill was open to. Consequently, on the motion of 
Mr. Raiigachariar, the Bill was referred to a Select Committea 

After some discussion the Bill amending the Religious Endowments Act, 
on the lines of the Rauken Committee's suggestion was piissod without any 
amendment. 

On the 1 ST SEPTEMBER the Assembly had innumerable interpellations 
devoted largely to amenities at remote railway stations, grievanoet of 
CiovernmoDt servants, the merits of one State employee and the demerits 
of another. After this the Home Member without difiiculty secured 
the passage of the Bill which confers certain exemptions on members of the 
Indian Legislatures during the 'actual sessions and for fourteen days before 
and after. Thus, when the Bill becomes law members of these bodies will 
he exempt from jury service and also from arrest and detention in prison 
under civil process. 

Sikh Gurdwaras Act. 

The next measure brought forward by Sir Alexander MBDDIMAN 
gave rise to an animated discussion. This wss the Bill to supplement 
certain provisions of the Sikh Gurdwaras Act passed with unanimity by the 
Punjab Legislative Council. The measure was a simple one, its object being 
nieroly to validate the provisions of the Punjab Bill in so far as they related 
the High Court at Uhorc. Mr. Ujagar Singh BEDl congratulated both 
the Sikhs and Sir Malcolm Hailey on the settlement of the Sikh 
In the course of a long oration Pandit Madaii .Mohan MALAVIsA 
called for the release of the Sikh prisoners, whose prison doors aie 
to them whenever they are prepared to undertake to obey the law aceepled 
22 
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Iqr tlMir flo-iilipoiiiffei is tiho Puqiab Oonscil sod ptsied with As wans 
ssppofi oi ^ two other greet eosusiuiities is the Piorisee.' No eelF 
respwdiog fiihhf the Psodi eosld gire sneh so sodeftsking. He 

Iniw the MOt sod oooe would porehsee his release by sooeptiQg tiiese 
huisilisliiif oooditioos. CootiouiDg the Psodit extolled the serrioes of Uie 
Sikhs to the Empire sod quoted io support copious extracts from Sir 
Micbssl O^Bwjer. Mr. JINNAH cooteoded that it wss not to the 
interest of OoTeromeot that they should insist on the conditions which 
Sir Bfsloolm Hailey had laid down. Mr. Bangs ITER told the Gorem- 
ment that he asked for no favour lor the Sikh prisoners ; he demanded 
& right. The HOME MEMBER interposed in the debate, and i^inted 
out that the disoussion had strayed from tiie veal issue raised in the 
BiU. Id the speech just deliverki Mr. Iyer had charged the Government 
witii lack of imagination. Sir Alexander declared that he coidd not 
oMke any such charge against Mr. Iyer. And as for his remark on 
melaocholy meanness, nothing could be less appropriate when the fine work 
and statesmanship Aown by Sir Malcolm Hailey were remembered. The 
Home Member reminded the Assembly that when the terms were first 
announced by the Governor of the Punjab they were welcomed by the 
l^ass throughout India as fair and generous. Now, they had bmme 
humiliating." What was there humiliating in saying you would not break 
the law f Anally, Sir Alexander observed that the appeal that had been made 
tihav day was a moving one and the able head of the Punjab Government 
would no doubt regard it in a sympathetic sprit. 

The Kll was then passed amid general cheering. 

Care of the Girl Wife 

The Assembly next agreed to the Bill to amend the Presidency Towns 
Insolvency Act and the Bill to amend the Legal Practitioners Act be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinions in regard to their provisions. Tho 
latter Bill was designed to curb the activities of that particularly objectionable 
typo oi humanity, the lawyer's tout. Another measure, the Bill to amend 
the Code of Civil Procedure, was referred to a Select Committee. A Bill of 
great importance to Indian women and children was then introduced by 
Sir Alexander MUDDIMAN. This was the measure to amend the Penal Code 
by raiaing the age of consent from 12 to 13 in the case of a wife and to 14 
in the case of a girl outside the marital relationship. The Home Member 
explained that he was the stepfather of the Bill ; the credit for the 
measure must go to Sir Hari Singh Gour. The natural impulse of 
every Englishman, Sir Alexander affirmed, was towards progress, but as 
Home Member he must hold the balance, and the Bill went as far as 
was justified by the opinions of the Local Governments. 

Mr. M|;; K. ACHARTA objected to penal legislation for social reform 
and denounced the authors of the Bill as busy bodies. Mr. CUETTY accused 
the Government of being slow in social reform. If the state of the law of a 
country, he said bitterly, was the index to a country’s civilisation, then the 
pesitioD of the law in this matter was slur upon the civilisation of India. 

After a long debate Sir Hari Singh GOUR, whose interest in the subject 
was mtense, moved that the age be raised to 16 and strongly characterised a 
state of affairs which caused misery and death to helpless Indian women 
and children. But his amendment was rejected by 63 votes to 42. 
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Hi Babia AITANQAR while moTiog e redoetioQ of the age to 12, aeked 
the OewemmeDt eetioudy lo coneider what they were doing. Let members 
make an eloo^oo ory of this and the electors would see that they were 
selling the rights and priWleges of the people of this oouutry. They were 
wreokiog the struoture of Hinda society. 

The amendment proposing to reduce the age to 12 was rejected without 
a division and ultimately the debate was adioumed. 

Transfer of Sylhet and Cachar. 

On the 2ND SEPTEMBER, after interpellations, Mr. ANEY proposed to 
recommend that early steps should betaken to re^transfer Sylhet and Cachar 
to Bengal. 

The HOME MEMBER said that the Oovernment of India were still in 
correspondence with the Local Oovernment on the subiect and therefore 
Sir Alexander Muddiman luggestad it would be more couvenieut to have 
the disottssion next eeetion. This suggestion was adopted. 

Prohibition for India. 

Mr. Mahomod YAKUB resumed the debate on the motion in favour 
of legi^tion embodying a policy of Prohibition for India. He se^usly 
supported the proposal quoting both Scripture and the example of the 
United States of America. The hon. member contended that poverty 
and mieeiyi which called for redress, wore caused in India by the use of 
alooholic liquor. 

Dr. 8. K. DATTA moved an amendment recommending the inoluiion of 
drugs in a polu^ of Prohibition, but the refsrsnos to drugs was ruled out 
of Older on t^oiosl grounds. Dr. Datta, aooordingly, amended his amend- 
menti which now wae confined to liquors and proposed that pending the 
sooeptanoe of Prohibition the sale of alcohol should be oontrolled by popularly 
elecM bodies. The arguments for and egainst Prohibition have been worn 
threadbare in recent yean* and the hon. member followed on the familiar lines. 
The extent of the drink evil in India, he uigedf wse shown by the increase in 
the revenue from drugs and drink whioh now amounted to nearly Rs. 20 
ciores a year. Imports of spirits, the most dangerous form of alcohol, were 
also inoreasiog. The results of Frohibitioo in America were also cited, 
the hon. momber affirming that sinoe the policy wi^ introduced insanity and 
other evils had diminished. 

Sir Basil BLACKETT said that the Government of Inuia hid 
no desire to shirk their reepoiieibility in this matter. Their policy wes 
and b^d boon to aeoore the of revenue with the minimum of 

consumption, and he piooeeded to show tbet it bad been attended with 
results that ought to meet the approval of tempermoce advocates. In 40 
jeers the consumption of eountir spirit had been exactly halved and to- 
day it amounted annually to 2*6 gallons per head of the population. 
Contrast this with Ceylon where the fii^ree were 16*3 gaiJoM per 
heed, with Blm^laiid and Wales where ApJ were SO gallons end Scotland 
where they were ae high as 68 gatlooe. Agsio, Sir Basil showed thet there 
bed been a very large decrease lo the elearancee of im]k>rted liqy siw 
thepre-^Far year and he maintained that the statistice prov^ that the 
PoW adopted by Government had been distinodj effective 
very remarkalile dimiimtioD in the total quantity of liquor oonsumed in Inyiei 
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It WM traa thit tte fMd of Wtti » CaiSwMiBd FiiiiMii htd^kmm 
m kmo ipjfiitt, bat thot mo dna to Ibo poB^ 1 m lud duofiUdi Bm 
tbm moi o CMoplito oiMwer to tiboobiipiiAatGofVonMBti larfarpMo 
of iti owot bod ooooonf ad eootiifliitM. A paliar «f fboUbitm lo 4Ae 
pfOMot eifouoMtioaoi ^ lodio wm oolbaoluiUo aodif lAo AMoaMroott- 
nittad itaaU to lodi o polioj it would aoMut Hnif to tba loipronticbblo. 

The Floaopa Mranber oast goaa o briof aoaooat of bta ioTaaHiMioni of 
onalaDt Hindu low oo tba aalgaet of lianor. It waa tna that tba Coda of Mooo 
did piobibit iti aooaomptioD bf Bro^hw aod piOTidad lor ao oBaodar 
tba poDitbmaot of riioida bf driokinig oibltaD kad. Bob gaoaroUj, oltbooiA 
▼irtaa waa to ba obtainad hf abataiitioo*» Kqiior waa not piobibilad. Aa 
lor tba Unitad Stataa, ba laid that ProbibiBoo bad lad ia Aaiarioa to 
widaapraad diaraapaot for tba law, to oormptioo among oiBciala, to mair 
alaofbtar and to damoraliaatioa pf tba aitixana. Ha appaalad tbarafoia to 
tba Ataambly not to oommit thamaelvea to raeb a poliojr, OTon as aa ultimate 
poikoTi but to allow tba debate to be taken aa a daelaratfon that tbaj dasirad 
the Qovarnmant to pursue a policy of temperance. But appeate were of 
no avail, and in the end the Assembly, by 69 votes to 39 adopted an 
amandmant moved by Mr. KELKAR raaommanding total Prohibition as the 
ultimata policy to ba adopted by the Ooveromeot, and as a first step the 
inauguration of a policy of a system of local option by which popularly aleotad 
bodies should control the number and location of liquor shops. 

Recruitment to the 1. M. S. 

Dr. LOHOKARE moved that immediate steps be taken to arrange that 
aU iuvtber TCOTuitmaut to tba Indian 'NiedicaV BcTvica, Indian Army madicik 
cadre, sbaR benoeioitb be only by an open competitive emninstion be\d 
eimultaneouaiy in England and in India from tbe year 1926. 

Dr. Lohokare said that though the Government had decided to retain 
the Indian Medical Service they had not announced their conclusions on 
other important details which tbe Lee Commission had recommended, and 
the Ooverumeiit of India had accepted tbe proposal to provide adequate 
European medical attendance to European officers. This had meant that 
Europeans were to be recruited, not because they were the most competent 
doctors, but because they were Europeans. A serious effect of the decision 
was that a large majority of civil postt reserved for 1. M. S. offiom would 
be filled by Europeans and there would be fewer and fewer Indian I. M. S. 
officers io civil employ. He would not mind if Government recruited a 
separate European service for European officers, but he bsisted that medical 
officers recruited for the Anny must be selected not on a racial basis but 
on the mere test of effioienoy. Indians distrusted the Government’s policy 
because on a 4|^sy pretext it gave up in 1914 reemitment to the Indiw 
Medical Service by eompetitive examination and bad not yet reverted to it 
Bii experience of tbe selection method was that it shut the dooir against 
the beat medical tdent of tbe country. They based their reemitment on 
beck door influences. How tken eonld they get the best doctors for the 
Army t An open eonpetitive examination waa the only way to aeenre the 
beet reoroifs. 

Dr. Lohokare waa rapported ky Sir Svaawamy IYER and others wbo 
held that the proposal wm modoal and reamnable aod did not raiao thr 
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Dt« DATTA amted the GoYenmeiit of the^iileiitbii to keep lodkoe 
out of the eeMee and wM of opinkm that the BritU Medioal Aimialioii 
•lood ia ladWe wap. 

CdoDei NEEDHAM aud there was do paitiealar reaaon to ol^oot in 
prioeiiik to the reintrodnotioo of oompetitioo. HeoraitoieDt bp oompetitlon 
was merelp held in abeyanoe till they reached eettled oonditioiit. They 
muat eympathiee with the Senrioe during the last 15 years. Statesmeni 
doctors and soldiers had sat on several Commissioiis on the Servioe. but no 
particular result had yet ensued till, a month ago* the very existence of the 
I. M. S. was til doubt. Under those oircumstances it would have been 
impossible to have the ordinary system of reeraitment. Nomination in the 
past was exercised with the greatest possible care, and reversion to competi- 
tion was wisely postponed till the conditions of the I. M. S. were settled. 
The greatest stimulus to recruitment that could be given would be the 
settlement of the organisation. Ho, as an I. M. S. officer, would welcome 
such a decision, because at present they did not know where they stood. 
The second part of the resolution related to a simultaneous examination* 
and introduced a new feature. There were insuperable practical difficulties 
in the way of a simultatieoui^ examination. Fur instance, supposing the 
same paper was set in the two ci,utitries, they could not ensure the same 
standard in the marking of p»|>er8. The difference of a few marks would 
mean a great deal for the success or failure of a candidate. He was of 
opinion that the best policy would l»o to bold the examination in one place. 
< Mr. Shamlal Nehru : Then hold it in India). All he stood for was that 
entrance to the Service must be by one door, and Indian ofllccr of the 
1. M. S. were with him in that view. A separate examination in India 
might give rise to the feeling, however unjust, that the Huropoari caudidatd 
had better qualifications, and that would impair the esprit do corps'* of the 
service, which bad been so well maintained in the past and which he hoped 
aould continue in the future. Ho could not purp ort, the proposal in the 
resolution that eimultarieous examinations bo started unit effect from 1926. 
Ho believed that Indian officers should have tniiiiing i:. J.n^dand which wouid 
be of great benefit to him. The resolution was carried by 5t'> votes to 42. 

The Age of Consent Bill. 

Go the 3RD SEPTEMBER the Assembly resumed the disRussioii of the 
clauses of the Age of Consent Bill. 

Dr. DATTA moved that the ago of consent for married girls be raised 
to 14 years instead of 13 as provided by the Bill. He said bis amondinent 
was for educating the community. He referred to the unhealthy growth 
of children in Calcutta, aud the deckiou of Calcutta University to have 
compulsory military training for students. He feared compulsoiy military 
training would make no difference to a nation of unfits. Ihe low age of 
marriage waa responsible, and the real remedy was to raise the age of oouseiiu 
He would not, however, press his amendment if the Home Member would 
undertake to make a thorough enquiry. 

The Home Member said that he would, by executive reference, consult 
*^al Ooverumenti and admiuistratious on Sir Hari Singh Gour a proposi^ 
to raise the age to 15 in the case of non-marital relations. 

Dr. DatU's amendment was withdrawn. 

Hari Singh GODR then moved his amendment, and as be waa 
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•peiktog tlM Home Member, iotermptiiig, wemed btm that if lie moTed Me 
emendment; he (the Home Member) iroald withdrew hie pievioiie oiler of 
eireokting to Loeel Gorerumeiite. Sir Hen Singh then withdrew U motioiu 

Mr. Doreiewemi IYENGAR mored fJiet the paniehment oi e hoabeiid 
•boold be only by Sue end not by imprieonment, beeenee the letter would oenae 
domeetio ruination. The Houte rqeoted the emendment by 64 Totee to 39. 

Mr. AGHARIAR pleaded that the poniahment in the eaee of e husband 
be only siz months* imprisonment or 6ne. This also was r^eoted by the 
House by S9 Totes to S7. 

All clauses having been passed the Home Member moved that the Bill 
be passed. 

Mr. Rangaobariar said that be did not take the oithodoz view. The 
fact however was that though pubito opinion was advaiioed there were still 
eommunities whieb believed in early marriages and their early consummation. 
He therefore warned the Government Uiat such eommunities should not be 
harassed as a result of the administration of this law. Personally he aooepted 
the and thought it was a wise step which the Assembly would not 
regret 

Mr. Rama Iyengar again appealed to the House to ezelude husbanda 
from the provisions of the Bill. Mr. Kelkar suggested that the right solution 
would be to make the age of consent and the age of marriage identical. Mr. 
Mvi and Mr. Amaruath opposed the Bill. Mr. Belvi warned the Govern* 
ment that the Bill would one day lead to a breach of the peaoe and bloodshed. 
Sir Alezaiider Muddiman made it perfectly clear that the Government 
took seriously the views of those members who had opposed the Bill. The 
Government, however, believed that it was carrying with the Bill the 
advanced section of the orthodox community. 

The Bill was passed on a division by 64 votes to 11. 

Coal-Grading Bill. 

Sir Charles INNES moved for consideration of the Select Committee's 
report on the Coal Grading Bill, which he said had been improved by the 
Select Committee. 

Sir Willoughby CAREY asked the Assembly to pass the Bill as soon as 
possible. He emphasised that a prosperous coal export trade would make a 
piospeious coal trade, and a prosperous coal trade meant prosperous industry 
in the country. He assured those who feared that the export of ooal might 
eventually bring about a shortage of coal for internal consumption, that the 
existing mines could supply coal for hundreds and hundreds of years and 
there were a great many ssines which were not yet sampled or even dir 
covered. He r^rred to the dHBeultieSi grievances of the coal trade in the 
peat and Imped rae present Bill would give encouragement to export, while 
them was a possibility of reopening the mines which had been dcaed and 
them woMd be scope lor new 6e^ As the railways were going in for new 
AfHf the need hr Ending overseas markets was all the more necessary. 

Mr. Jamnadas MEHTA explained that the joint minute by him and by 
Mr. Abhyankar was only explanatory. They wanted to show that they did 
not fully accept thpjfoyce Committee's mport hut found that the Bill as a 
whole was acoeptible to them though he would have liked some improve- 
ment in one or two matters. 
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tb CSiftries INNES gatra the titiiraiiee that m aoon at poadbla thf 
qna^ioo of protoetion to the coal tnuie would be lefarred to the Tariff Board 
and that^ the qae^oa relati^ to long diatanoe freight on eoal for internal 
oonampjptMMi and nilwag ecdlieriea were under oonaideration. 

Sir POfBhotamdaa aiked the Oovemment to take a letaon from the date 
of the eoal trade and not delay notion till the induatry waa on ita laat lega. 

The BQl waa paaaed unanimonaly. 

The Kll regarding the OARRUOi or goods by sba waa then {>aaaed and 
also the Billa amending the Peovident Fund Act and the Opium Act. 

On the motion of Mi. Chartrea the Houae referred toaatrongaud 
repreaentatiTe Select Committee the Ligislative Bodies Cokkupt Pbactices 
Bill, after Pandit Motilal Nehru bad declared and the Home Member had 
agreed that ao doing the Honae waa committing itself only to the deaira- 
b'lltj ui peoiJiaiog oomiption in legislatire bodies and not to the procedure 
or defiuitiona proposed in the Bill. 

Mr. Ramaohandra Bao opposed the motion and wanted oiroulatioii of 
the Bill. Sir Alexander gave the assurance that he would circulate it and 
asrertain the opinions of the Local Governments. The Select Committee 
w.iold not he asked to s*t the next ses^aon In £>elbi« 


Debate on the Refonn: Comaatttts Report 

'5IMLA’-7TH SFPTBMBBR i92$ 

There was an eztraoidinsry rnsh cf risitori when the Legislaiife Assembly met 
on the 7TU SEPTEMBER to discoss the Mnddiman Committee** Bieport. The stteudanoe 
of Membeis, on the other hand, did not w any marked increase. 

Sir Alexander MUDDIMAN was cheered by all sides of the House when be rose to 
move (he Assembly to recommend to *.uc Qofernor’Uenersi*iD-(/*onbcii that he do accept the 
principle underlying the Majoriiy U^n'irt of the Keforms Enquiry Committee ami that 
he do give early oouskieratiou to thv clcui.ed recommendattouH therein coniamcfl for 
improvement in the machinery of Government. Ue said he had brought forward the resolu- 
tion to Inifil a pledge of Government 

The Home Member mentiooe*! (be nares of the members of the Committee to show 
that it was well ooustituted. He next refreshed the memory of the members by resfliog 
the terms of reference, which he wiiil, on the one hand, made the enquiry into the (tefeois 
inherent in the Act uhlimited, but which, on the other band, were an offer distinctly 
limited in scope since (he Committee's remedm were to be sneb as not to affect the 
atmetare of the Act. He declared : . f mention this because the Committee has been 
moch attuned for not doing wb; t it was not authorised to do." As regards oonstitutional 
enquiries these were generally i . the nature of a post-mortm examination, because the 
actors were no longei present, Knt in the osse of his committee it was different. They 
examined men who had held ofiioet or who were in office under the Reforms. Ue publicly 
aclmowiedgod the nstistanoe rendered to the Committee by the witneeses. Unfortunately 
the Committee presented two reports. 

Sir A. Mnddiman oontiuoed ** 1 nm moving the Uonse to seoept the Majority Report. 
fCriee of ** No, no.'*| The Home Member SMd i was only moving (laughter) that the 
Honae should aooepi the Minority Report. (There was considerable applause becauso Sir 
Alexander Mnddimnn by a slip of the tongne mentioned the word, ** Minority ’* instead 
of «« Najority **). Besuming he said the Majority Report had made numeroiis recommenda- 
tkms of varying degrees of importnaoe. The CKivemment of India oonld not accept all 
the seooasmsndatioAa, hot aeeepted the prinei|ial ones. Hs suted : ** I would ull the 
Honss that these are valuable enggcstioiis, which all practical men should scrionsly con- 
sidw. (Yoiees : *N<s am*) The maehinery of the Oovernment of India Act is not simple : 
it Is oompiionted. If 1 onn Icnve this eomstry with the satisfaction of knowing tliat 1 
have^ in however small a degree, facilitated the workinn of the Act 1 shall be mtistied that 
1 havs done sosMthiag.'* 
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Toming to the Minority Report, be enld tbe pHh of the foport wis nt the uil cnrf. 
He ne<i oot the iMt pftmgrmpb end empbeeieed tbnt lo ler ae pradinl poUMoi vie eon* 
eeraed th£ Minority wanted a Boya) ConniiMiioa to be appointed at onoe and espbaeiainl 
that it wanted aatomatie proTieiou for advanoe. In thie reepeet, tbe Home Mwibei*. 
•eiii, be eonUi not do better than refer tbe Hooee to the worde el the Tioeiey when be* 
referred to tbe Minority K port and aa a friend of India opined that tbe iMDe wan only 
one of time and that if the CommiMion were appoinusd immediately it weald enly leenlt 
in diiappoiotmcnt.^ The wonie from a Viceroy who had been in India for tM yearn 
ifaottld natnra.'ly command attention. How mneh mote ao, when Lord Beading had jnet 
retained after an intimate touch with politicai work! in England t Sir A. Maddiman 
declared : ** No wiser sotlge of political ailaira and political potentialitiea, 1 rentate to 
think, exiau fn the British Empire and when, after his recent eontaet with the pblitM 
life at Home, Hia Ezoeilency givea yon thia adriae 1 think tbe Hoaee wonld da well to 
p^er over it, not once, bat many timea.** 

Referring to the qneation of the appointment of a Royal ComniiMioB, the Home 
Member read ftom the Preamble of tbe Act and empbaaiaed tnat it did not enriinge nnto- 
matic pregreaa, aa urged by the Minority, bot laid flown the linca far gradnal p i egr m 
la the worde of tbe Secretary of State, he avafired the Hooae that tbe Bricieh were not 
elarct of dateik, Br.t tbe door of accelaration was not open to menaee. Btfll ieae wooJd 
it be atormed by violence. Tbe poaition therefore waa that, while there mnat be a Sta- 
tutory Commiosion in 1929, there might be a Royal Commiaeion earlier. Tbe Minority 
reeogniaed that before any change took place there mnat be a Statutory Commir/iiin in 
1929, there might he a Royal Commiiaion earlier. The Minority reeogniaed that before 
any change took place tbei * mast be a wider enquiry by n Royal Conuniaaion. He aaked 
the Hooae to keep in riew Sub-Section 9 of Section 94 A. It laid down that the Coai- 
miraion abould examine the wortlng of tbe ayau^m of Ooremineat, the growth of ednoa- 
tioa and the development of repreaentatire inatitntions in recommending an expanakm 
or reatrietien of the preient ayeteio. Sir Alexander mid . ** We, the Qovemaaent on the 
one hand, and yon, the non-ofleiala, on the other band, will be aaked to show how we 
hate worked these inatitntiona. We will bare to rende: aa acooani oC the etnwanlehip 
in reapeet of the opportunitiea placed in our charge. Let na eonaider aa pranticnl men 
what impreaeion will be made if that enquiry were to be held immedlaiely.*' They were 
atlll in the life of the aecood Amembly, wUle the Coaneil of State had not yet Saiahed 
ita ftrat i>crioil. Then again they bad only }oat paaaed a oonatitntionnl landmark, aa a 
remit of which the Preaident of the Houae bad been elected. (Applanaek He did not 
wlab to imke up old discords ; but the fact remained that the flrat legialatnrrt lacked the 
element which was now present. 

The Home Member centinned : ‘‘What opinion will tbe Comarimlon form on focta 
and erenta eucn as these f Will it be faronrable, will it be nnfaroaimble or will it my 
it can form no opinion t Appeala to C'eamr are aometimea dangerona Only thorn whoae 
heaita are very c<eai' can stand before the lodgment aeat with oonffdeDoe. At the moat 
only four short years remain before that Aasise most be aaaemblwi.*' The Home Member 
felt that grmtly nnaecessary importance had been attached to tbe date on which tbe 
Commisaion would be appointed. He declared : ** Wbat la raally important to my mind 
la what evidence you will place before it whenever it ie appointed, what anawer yon 
will give.** 

Mr. Jinaah : A very good anewer. 

The Home Member : 1 am glad to hear my friend my ao. 

Continning the Hoorn Member oaid he renwmbeied, that aoam yanm ago^ whm in a 
oonntry garden In the west of England, he mw a aan dial whmaon wnra wtitlan the 
woida ** fbraMaf A hupEam&r ** Them meant that tbe beam Sy nwny, hut the naeoM 
reamina : ** Study aix years have paeaed,** Sir Alexander etnied, ** and enr prnamilingi 
have beta written down. Do we wleh the next yonra to pnm in tbe anam way f Am we 
to remain eatraaged in oar attempt to deal with thin p r oblem a problem, the gieatmi, 
wbieb bad ever preaented iteelf to the haoiaa ram t Yoa arc baildiag am n aanaittntion 
for a natloa, bat for a ooatiaent Can vro aflrnd to ataad aaida f Oan we aMard to 
lemain aa I aometimm feci that we are rematning, on tha eme band, a paiW tiyiif to 
aterm a forticm and on the other hand, permna Mandiag that foitiem aii M ear Wm 
depended npon It. Sir, thia ia not the way in whieh eenaritntleanl p aggm m and eaaoti- 
tntlonnl reform can bt eftreted. (Mr. Baaga Iyer : What ia the wqy f) Hit Miealltnpy 
the Vlearpy hee made aa Meqacnt app e al for neep emt ioa u Vaer, aa-opmatlMi It aal a. 
maiephiaaA CoiCpeiatlon It a coarm at dMihamta ctndnat,* 

Mr, Bhanmakham Cbrtty : Da wheie part f 
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Bk A. 1l«ddiBMUk : On the pari of all at. 

Hr, Q. r« Siagh : It maii be Botoal. 

Bir A. ifadriiauui : As 1 hare said, the Seeretary of Sute ia his speesh indloated 
that coBstitiiiiooal progreM might be aooeleiaied oa oae oooilitinu, and that, I will read 
io the Honas, He ssys : ** There will he, there eaa he. no reooneitle ration till we see 
erery where among the responsible leaders of Indian thonght eridene \ of a sinoere and 
mmoine desire to co-operate with ns in making the hMt of the rxisting constitution.'* 
That Sir^ is the theme of the resolution, I pat before the, Houw [ can only regret that 
1 do not possess the eloquence of my predeoessor to move the House as that eloqnenoo 
might bars moTed it. 1 am pltmding, pomihiy in a rough and unoonth manner, a great 
thing. 1 only trust that the theme will not auffer at my hands. (Applause from ail sides 
of the Houee.) 

The N oir-Ovrto I 4L ambxdmsht 

Pandit HOTILAL then ^roee amidst sUil louder applause to more his aomadsMnt. 
He moved 

" This Assembly while confirming and reiterating the demand oontalned in the 
resolution passed by it on the iHth February, 1924, reoommends to the 
Qovernor-General-in-Counuil that he be pleased io Uke immediate steps tn 
move His Majesty*s Government to make a deolaration, in Parliament, of the 
following fundamental changes in the present eonstitotlonal machinery and 
administration of India : 

** (a) The reveanes and all property vested in, or arising or aoerning from the 
property or righu vested in His Majeety, under the Oovemment of Indin 
Act, 1858, or the piesent Act, or received by the becretary of State in 
Connoil under any of the said Acts, shall hereinafter vest in the Oovemor- 
Qeneral-in-Connoil for the purpoeea of the Government of India. 

** (b) The Oovernor-Oeneral-in-CMneil shall bs lesponsibls to tlie Indian Legistatare 
and, subject to such responsibility, shall have power to control the expeudl* 
tore of the revenues of India mid smke snob grants and appropriations of 
any part of thoss revenaea, or of any other property at present under 
the control or disposal of the Becretary of btate-for-lndia-in-Oonnofl, save 
and except the following, which aball, for a fixed term of years, remain 
nnder the control of the Seeretary of State for India: (I) expenditure of 
the Military Services up to a fixed limit ; (8) expeoditure olasssd •• 
political and foreign; (8| payments of nil debts ami liabilities hitherto 
lawfully contracted and inenrred by the Seeretnry of State-for-Indla-in- 
Conncil on account of the Govenunent of India. 

** (o) The Covneil for the Seoreiary of State for India sball beabolished, and the 
position and functions of the Seeretniy of State for ladia shall hs assimilated 
to tboee of the SeoreUry of State for the Self-Governing Dominions, savo 
as otherwise provided ia Clanse <h) and 

" (d) The Indian army sball be nationalised within a reasonably short aad deflnito 
period of time and Indians shnll bs admitted for Borvioe in all arms of 
defenee and for that purpose the Qovemcr-Oeneral aad the Comnmader-in- 
Chief shall be assisted by a Miniefeer re sp onsible to the Assembly. 

** (e) The (^tral aad Previaeial LegWataio shall eons i it entirely of ssembsia 
elected by ooastitaeneieB forssed on ns wide a fraaebise as possible. 

** (f) The priaciple of reeponsibiUty to the Legistotare shall be introduced ia nil 
the bmaebes of sdministiation of the Centml Government, subject to tianci- 
tional leservacion end residnaiy powers in tbs Qovemor-Oeneiml in rmpoot 
cf the eontfol of tbs mihinry aad foreign and polltleal affairs for a flsed 
term of yeai% piovidsd that daring tbs mHA fined term the propoenls of 
the Oovernor-GeBeial-tn-Coeaeil for appropriation of nay revenues or monsyo 
for military or other expenditttfn emmified as ** Defenee** sball bo sab- 
mitled to the vote of the Ligisintare, bat that the Goveraor-GenoraMn- 
Oonacil shall have power, aotwithmaadtag tbs vote of tho Assembly, to 
appropriate, ap toa fixed nmxfmnm, nay mun be may consider neosmaij for 
•neb ospenditars and in the event of n war to aatborim sneb cspmtditnie 
ns may be oonshlswd npcw m i y exceeding the maximnm fixed ; 

Thspnoent syetem of Dymeby in the Pievlnees shnll be nbolisiisd aad 
wplnced by ankaiy, ■ntsnomcei leepenriblo Govemsmiiti^ snb|set lotbo 
gmMfal eonM aad leMdanry ponme of tbs Oontrnl Govemsmat in Inlor- 
pievMnl and nll-lndia MMofc ; 

SS 
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(b) Tbt Indim L^iti«Uuft tball, after the espiiy of a fixed teni of yean, 
nterrad to ia elaoee (b) aad tiU poivote to aiake eaoh ai nfariimnt o 

to tbo CoBititatioa of ladia Iiob ttee to tbae ae maj appmr to it nrnriirr 
or dcoiiabie ; 

** Tbif AiMBbly farther reeooBflM*adt toihe Ooeomor-Geaefal-hi-Coaneil that aeoee* 
•aiyftepete tabea(a)to oonetitate, in ooneoltation wHb the Lcgklatite 
AfMmbijr, a Conrention, Boand Table Conferenoe or other saiuble agenoj, 
adtqnateij lepreftratatiee of all-indian, SuoiMaB and Angio-ladian interoM 
to CnMBM with dor regard to the interceu of minontiei, a detailed Kheme 
baeed on the above prineiplet, after making toefa enquiry ae may be 
neoemarj in thie behalf ; (b) to leplaee toe eaid ecbrme ior approval before 
the Legielative Amembly and inhmit the tame to the Britieh Parliameuty 
to be embodied in a Statnte.** 

Pandit Motilal MEHBU, in a long ipeech, moved hit amendment, which, be laid, bad 
the Mpport 01 all the Nationalieu and wae the tetolt of the moit careful and anxiooa 
oomideiation by both the Indepenocnu and the bwaiajiiu. The princi|de underlying 
the maiority report wai to give lodiani ae little ae Government could and to make rare, 
la giving that little, that the power nod preetige of the bureaucracy wae not in the leaet 
ieopardi^. He eeverely criticiied Diarchy ae the work of i|'eeulative conetitutionaliiti. 
The demand outlined in the amendment wae the very minimum which the Nation could 
aeh. Whatever agency wan appointed to make a detailed enquiry, in order to iiscorporate 
the demand, it mu«t be mlequately repreeenutive of ali intemt. Procraitination was 
the Government of liidia*i policy apd indecieion wae the policy of the Britieh Cabinet, 
The fundamental principle of n oonatitution for Inoia mnit be eeli>determination. 
Wiee BMn were not elavee to datee ; yea Bnt wiee men were not elevei to pieamblee 
cither. If the prineipJe of eeif-determioation wee not granted, Indiani would not be 
diverted from the pnreuit of what they cooaidered their birtb-right. 

Indiana, itated Pandit ICotilal, were abaolntely fit for Melf-Government, ae fit ee the 
BritUber were in tbeir ooantry. Lord Birkenheed aeked for co-opeiation, ae the first 
oondltion to any progreee. The Pandit aeked for a change of heart on the part of the 
Government. Ualcii there wae a obange of heart and Swaraj, in the fulleet eenae, waa 
guaranteed, there could be no real co-operation. 

Concluding, Pandit Hotiial Nehru quoted the late Mr. C. B. Dai*a Faridpur speech 
ofiering eunditioaal omoperetion aud aaid that the present system of Government oooid 
not Qontinue eioept by use of force. 

Colonel CBAWFOBD made a eoldier likc-epeeob. He believed that the ryoti 
oared little for the nature of the Conetitntion. He was glad the Secretary of State had 
maintained the conBtitutloi*al prectioe of coniulting the Hoorn before any final decision 
wai token. No one expected mnoh from tbe Befbime Enquiry Beport, for there wai no 
■hort ent to the perudiM of Self-Government. He bad been disappointed it tbe faiJue 
of tbo Swaraj Pafty to take part in tbe enquiry. They were oonmnntiy proclmiming 
liidin*i right to lolf-determiuation •• a reward for her lervieei in the War. Many were 
•triving genuinely to help India on tbe road to political progrem ; bet the Swarajist 
aUitnde wee nniporumenlike and unlikely to nppeal to the British natiOB. He eenciatn- 
lated the UMmbers of the Commtttee who had eigneit the Minority Beport ; hat had tbe 
report been less pertima, it would have appealed with greater force. He could not igree 
that Pyaroby had failed, thoagh tbe system wai not popolar. H<. admitted that tbe 
oalitlng eomtltatkm waa uiipopelar, bnt before any Oommimion eeuld be appointed it 
waa Bcommry to eioate an atmeepbere of general goodwill and exereiie the demon of 
diulnit and obtain emM eabitaatinl mcifare of agreement emonc ail el ,ie«». Tbe road 
to Bwaaj wai big and diflonlt. Thdr aim sbouM be a repreieniativc, rather than n 
dwneuratio ioijm ft Government. India wae net a nation and a Federation of the Peoplee 
of India wmr.ikailed. BeligioBi, oommnnal, iational aud easte diflerenem were a 
portion of the problem the wo^M alwaye be piw<mt. Oaly by being good oommnnnliate 
nonld Ihev make good n a tk ma ll iU. He wiebed to strongly eopport grmter lepre- 
amtaaon for Iht Di pw mud Clamm am. for Labour ; but be hoped that other repremnta- 
Mvea than hiwvers would he feuad for them. Hie fricndi, Meeeri. Joihi and Cbamaalal, 
te fol^ wuiu emn wrong m their facte and governed by western Soeialiet Meaa. 

Sir P. 8. SlVASWAliy 1TEB laM there was eonfusion as to whfoh was the Majority 
and wl.ieb wae tbe Minority Beport. Bnt for oAoinl eonvention Sir Mohammad Shan 
wou l d huvu eignod tbe Muj^y Beport (here there wae good laogbler, beeauw Sir P. 8. 
fitmuwu my Iyer like Sir alexander Muddimiui. snfihr frem a slip of the teugae) and the 
mnurtty Bi.iwrt would reully hove hen in Mujoiity Beport. Ao u member of the 
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Miaotilgr be felt Ihei tbovgh tbef bed bo ol^eetloB to tfae Majority |»opoeBli senerBlly, 
tbcqrfbit they were toedeqaato aad aaeatiefaetory aod that Dyarohy ooald not be cniid 

tbe ariaor ohaagee leoeaMModed. Oflelala who felt ahy of Pjaiehy before bkwed It 
BOW beeanee they ooald not go book am the * jMSt giie * .^ad ooakt only go forward, 
whieb they did oot waat ta Lord BirVeBhead*e epeeeh oad been aptly deecribed by ** The 
Morning Poet ** no a rigidly, pompoae oration. (Laaghter.) Lord Beofling had told them 
that the Tordiet ot a Boyal Oommieeion at preeent woold ^ againet tbeou The epeaber, 
boweror thonght that, if tbe Coeunieeion examined from the point of view, not of abemwe 
of oo-opeiatioB, bat ae to why eo-operatlon wae not rpoeiTcd, it would not go againet 
them. Thoee who anwieely non-oo-operated thooght that the Oovemment had not fnl- 
filled iu pnmiieee, bat the preeent Hooee ebowed that they bad come back to oo-operato. 
Indeed the fact that an ex-Noa-Oo-operator wae ooenpying the Chair of the Hoaee wae 
proof of their draire to oo-operate. (Mr. A. Baagaewaiqy Iyengar : Honourable co-opera- 
tion) and to tttiliee oppurtonitiee to do oonetruotive work (Applanee). Opportanitieo for 
reeponeibility made people eober and wiee. (Mr. Jinnab : Hear, hear.) Ooald the 
Qovernment eay that Indiane had not ehown a eenee of reeponeibility. (Hear, hear.) 
One other diffienity wae that they were not oonvinoed of the aincerity of the proleeeioae 
of the Government. (Hear, hear). They believed that the (fovernment did not, in ita 
heart of hearte, mean to grant them fieif-Qovernment. (Hear, hear). If tbe eoepioion of 
the people ooald be removed he wae confident their attitnde woold change. Tbe nupioiona 
waa not without reason. The attitude of the Government towards the IndSanisation of 
the Army was one iilnstration. Although a resointion, with the ooncnrrenoe of the 
Government, was pasmd 4 years ago, asking tor the Indianisatiou of the army, Lord 
Birkenhead bad totd them in eftect that they mast wait ior S5 years and prove the suooem 
of the Beforma before asking for more. Thus they would have to wait till the Greek 
Calends before the Army was Indianised. Therefore distrust in the Government's inten- 
tion was to a large extent Jnstified. The theories of guardianship, mandate and trnst did 
not deceive the people. 

The speaker had never believed in indiscriminate opposition ; but be felt that anlfos 
the Government changed its attitude deadlocks might continue and distrust and snspioion 
on both skies would increase. He was glad to find that Pandit Motilal’s amendment con- 
tained substantially the Liberal Party's resolution! and that the Bwaraj Party had given 
op their barren path and bad come to tbe path of oonetrootion. (AppUinse from tbe 
Independent ) At regards tlie drawing op of a Constitution they did not want to waste 
time if the Government was not prepared to consider it ; hot if the Government would, 
they would prepare it. 

Mr. Shanmokham CHETTV said that the chief value of the Reforms Enquiry Com- 
mittee wss in that it showed the failure of tbe present Constitution, The aim of tbe Govern- 
ment of india Act was to train Indiane In the craft of iielf-Qovernment. Tho present 
divided respousibiiity in the provinces was not only unworkable, but unheard of in history. 
The basic factor in diarchy was joint deliberation between tbe two halves of the Govern- 
ment, Not only had that failed, but there was also no joint responsibility between tbe 
Ministers. Faith, not reason, waa the foundations of all Governments and tbv people had 
no faith in Diarchy. 

Beforring to the Majority Report, the speaker said that its signatories bad failed to 
do jostioe to their task. They had not the moral oomge to scrap Diarchy. Mr. Bhan- 
makham Cbetty quoted from Mr. Chlntamani's presidential address at tbe last Bombay 
Liberal Conference, where, he saitl that the Intereeia of India would have been better 
■erved if no Reforms Bnquiry Committee had been appointed. Mr. Bbanmukham Cbetty 
concluded by saying that Lord Birkenhead wanted co-opemtion, but co-operation eooid 
be mntnal only if tfae Government showed a change of heart. 

Mr. Kanga IYER eupporting Pandit Motiial's aoiendamnt, said tiiat the onsolvcd 
communal problem was thrown in their iace, as against their dcssand tor fieif-Oovernment. 
<3ommanal diEerenoes could not he settled unless they bad control over tkie sdmlnittraiion. 
The English Goveromciii was responsible (or tbe communal dUferenoes in liulia, by 
their policy of divide ami ruie. They bail been siimniating such diferences. The 
bis*ory of Canada and HoutU Africa siiowcd that there were very acute diflrrenoes of 
moe and creed in those countries and yet England bad granted them tieif-GovemmenU 
Those wci« Cl untries witliout traditions and civilisatioiis, while India had an older 
civiiisMion than Englaml ami yet tbe right to rule was being denied to them. He (urtber 
warned that the refnsai to grant them their prayer aonld end in a tremeodoas agitatiou 
and the Government ehooid be prepared f<^ the oonseqaeuces. He cunolode«t ; *• Wc 
waat to be f ICC, but we do not want to break away finm yon yet, aad that is why we 
have pccKnted yon with onr amendmenv to-day.** 
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0ewmB BAhftdsr T. BA'SOACHABIAB, tnpportiiig the uwiidmeat. hoped lhat hie 
epeooh woald not be a waate of worda aa hia pnyioaa apceohea bad been. He bad no donbe 
that the Aaaembly would lejeet the ptopoaal of the Ooaernment. Beformk were introduoed 
«o train Indiana in the art ol tielf-Gofeiuiiient and not merely to appoint A, B or C aa 
llinlatera. Had the Beforma Uained Indiana in that art T That wat the teat which they 
aboold baee to face aa atateamen. Were the Qomnaaent eatisfied that the reoommenda- 
tiona of tha Ma)ority Report would aatiafy that teat f He waa not familiar with 
Byarehy and therefore coufioed himaeif to the Central Qovernment, which, by hia 
co-operation, he tried to work. 

Mr. Ooawami : Too bare waated yonr energy. 

Mr. Rangnchariar aaid that hia viewa on the working of the Central Qoeemment 
had been fnlly oonvayed by dir Alfred Mond in the Hooie of Commons They had an 
eieoted- majority in the Aaaeubly, bat there waa an irreaponaible Eaecutiee, which waa 
inppoaed to be xeaponaible only to some people abroad. That waa hardly a aatiafaotory 
■late of aSaira. It waa thought that the Muddiman Committee would have something 
to anggeat on the matter. The Majority Report merely auggeated stagnation and the 
principle of stagnation waa asked to be accepted by the Assembly. Despite the 
Hoeernment'a denials, they (the Qorefnnient) were slaves to dates and to preambles. 
Mr. Bangachariar aaked : “ If the Qovemmeut is not going to change the principle 
then why this farce of diacumion and why this talk oi ieilowehip, comiadeabip and 
iiiendabip T* 

Mr. Jinnah : To work the gaa and boiler. (Laughter end applauae.) 

Mr. Bangaobariar : If that be to, let us part company (Loud applauae) and let the 
OcTemment take note of the aigniticance of the bupport given to this amendment by 
Pundit Motilal, at cn« end of the pole, and by my friend Sir P. S. Sivaswamy Jyer, 
who'ia at the other end of the pole. (Laughter and applause.) 1 ask the Qovernment 
in all aerioneness to conaider it can fully. You talk of difficulties ; but have they not 
got over the difficulties in Australia, in Canada and other countries f There is perfect 
unanimity in India on this constitutional question. All classes, all communities, and 
mil aeota, and sob-aeeta are united in demanding a change in the Constitution. It is a great 
sign of the times that Pandit Motilai and his Swarajist friends have joined ns in formula- 
ting aome of the fundamental principles with regard to tlie Indian Constitution, as 
mentioned in the amendment. 

Mr. Abbyankar : Now will you join os in the misii 1 

Mr. Bangachariar : That is another question. Wc sbail discuss it later. As 1 said 
before, there is the hand of lullowbhip given to the Governtneut and 1 hope the Government 
will take it, so that the best brains of the country, both inside the legislatures and outside, 
may be devoted to useful purposes for advancing the interests of India. 

Sir Charles INNKS, in opiosing the ami ndmeut of I'andit Motilai, said he was dis- 
Appointed that it bad be<m moved eapecially after the sp^chca made by the Secretary of 
Btato and Lord Beading. Those spcx clies had clearly at.owed that the piesent Conahtution, 
whatever might be its defects, must be worked in order to achieve the end ; but the 
umendment of Pandit Motilai was coached in tbs old familiar lines and Sir P. 8. 
Bivuiwamy Iyer to support it. It was easy to foresee the lines the debate would take 
and the result ; but he would not waste the time of the House by referring to the details 
of the amemiment. It was clear that the objective ol all was Responsible Government 
lor Ludia within the Bmpiir. The only difference was as regards the manner. Pandit 
Motilai has told them that he had offered the band of fehowship. 

Pandit Motilai What 1 said was that any cebeme, which it devised by nt all sitting 
in one conferenoe, will be the scheme in which not a single comma or fnJl-stop can be 
ohunged. We will all be parties to it. 

Bir Charles lanes :--TlMn 1 gather that the Pandit does not change in the aligbteat 
respeot tbe opiniMM which he expressnl in February 1V24. Then 1 can only exprem 
a irpriioufc Mr. Bangachariar having congratulated himself for having thought he had 
roped in the Swarujista. On the other band Pundit Nebm has mildly, but firmly broogbt 
Mr, Bunguehufiar and Sir P. S. Sivaswamy Iyer into tbe Swaiajiat parlour (Luiif hterj. 

Mr. Bunguswumy Iyengar -We wens all together lust year. 

Sir Churku Inaao 1 think that tbe Paadft*a interpretation baa clarified the poeitiOB. 
Thia amendment is intended to repudiate the Premable of tbe Ooveiament of India Act, 
The TceponaibiUty for tbe manaer mod the time of ceeh edvenos leete on tbe Britleh 
Furliameflit, who are leaponeible for the welfare and advaneement of the ladiaa people, 
Tha amendment is definitely a chaUenga to the British Cabinet. (Several voieea:— That 
ii right)^ If so then tbe Government mast anheritatiimiy oppose the amendiBent, That 
fi net a pesitimi which wc on the Treasaij Beaehee can accept. 
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Mr. BaDgMWAmj Ijeiigv jou ue boond iMad rad foot lolboBrItlih 

FoiUomoiit^ 

Sir Chariot lanei 1 hope thli Attombly will nalite ibal if ihit MModmeot it 
ptited you will be oomnittiag a grave miitake (laaghler). Co*opataAion hat boat <dKited 
to yoa by Hie H ajeefcy’t Qovernaeat aad thit aoteiiiiBMiit lejoett that offer with eontaaMly. 
lliat, 1 lay, it a very grave mittake to make. We oaimot allow the olaim oC the Britieh 
YarliaoMBt to judge the meatare and the timeof each oonetitationaladvaiioetodiaiaith. 
They are reeponsible not for the Intel ligenttiti nor for any lectioa of the people, hot for 
«11 the peoplta of India. Tbqr have a claim which they cannot give np. 

Mr. Rmigaehariar :-~Conld we not aak the Parliament to give it up f 

Sir CharleeTnuee You cannot ; 1 tell you why. Over a hundred years ago almost 
by aooident the British Oovernment assumed responsibilities for India. A vo 6 e:-Yes, 
by robbing India). 

Sir Charles Inncs In these hundred years and more we gave yon what yoa novar got. 

A voice :->Rina»colation (laughter). 

Sir Charles Innes We gave you peace aad order and good OovemsMOt. Now 11 
this is gone, then there will be no safety and tranqnility. 

Sir Charles Inoes said that the Government Members were in no special sense wedded 
to Diarchy, but Diarchy was a step on the road to Self-Qovemmsnt. India was 
now in a transitional stage. Sir Charles I ones was prepared to ^mit that Diarchy 
was unworkable: bnt he wooM not go into a debate on the point. Ineompletc self* 
government was always nnsatisfaetory, but where they had not got full topousible 
Self-Qovemment f Diarchy, as a transitional eapcriment, most be preferred. 
As for the Central Government, Sir Charles Innes thooght that the amendment itself 
proposed diarchy. (A voice : No ) He was not prepared to enter into a difcussion on 
that point. He was not anxions to raise the temperature of the debate , bat he .'mked : 
** Did the House realise that in Canada, which had been quoted as having got Belf- 
Oovernmect, there were only If millions, while in India there were 320 millions of 
people i Where is the fundamental unity, which is the basis of all democratic institu- 
tions f’* That was lacking in India. 80 long as fundamental unity and unanimity 
among Indians was wanting, there would be danger in introducing Demooratie Beit- 
Oovernment. Let Mr, Bangaohariar, who bad. so eloquently pleaded for a obange, 
osamioe his own couscienoe and say whether there was that fnndamenUl unity. 
Moreover there was the danger of tlie advanoe being premature, in view of the faot 
that the Statutory Commimion woukl come and inake enquiries, the Government of 
India oonld not offer any other solution at the preeent time. In any enquiry India 
should have not only the hist brains in India, bat the help of His Majesty's ^vernment. 
Let there be no suspicion and let there be cbaritablenesa. As one who bad served in 
India 27 years, Sir Charles Innes said tliat the progress whiob India had made during 
the last four years itself was greater than was expected. 

Pandit Motilal asked whether the Government had any proposal eounter to the 
non -official amendment. 

Sir Alexander Muddiman : 1 shall deal later. 

Mr. T. C. QOSWAMl said that Sir Mahomed Shaft's explanation bad shown that the 
officials had gone to the Committee with a bias. He recalled the personal history of Lord 
Birksnbead, especially in relation to Ireiand, to enable the House to |udge what meaning 
to attach to the epigram of His Lordship, iliat wise men were not elavee of dates. 
(Langbter.) Mr. Qoswami considered the amendment as most modest, bnt he told the 
non-uiBcial members that they had no right to vote for it until they had prooiaimext the 
eanction behind the amendment and until they were prepared to fhoe the oousequencet, 
If it wue not accepted by the Government The speaker was surprised at the reasoning 
of the Liberal leaders. Dr. Sapru and Mr. Chintanwni. In one breath they said the 
Constitution was unworkable and in another breath they ntged that it ahoald still be 
worked. He conclnded that not only were the Preamble and the Constitution not 
aeoeptabJe to them us stored, but even the Bmpire wee not fserrd to them. He .Iceland : 
** If we cannot have Swaraj within the Bmpire, we shall have it outside the Bmpire." 

Sir Pnrthoumdus THAKUBDA 8 said Sir Charlee Innes had more than made op lor 
the modeotj of Sir Alexander Mnddimua, but the Commeroe Member bad only oonfuoed 
the leeoe and had tried, though nnsueosttfoliy, to draw the red herring aeroae the lino 
by trying to frighten Mr. Bangaohariar and Sir Bivaswami Iyer by Mating that tbsy 
were walking into Pandit Moiiial'a parlmir. The Mudd im a n Committee oonsMUiL 
with the fxeeptloa of Mr. Jinnab, of oflelale aad ex-oAeials aad Bir Muhammad BhM 
had shown that the minority was ically the majoHly aad therein I 17 the isent of tha 



[SUILA 


fSl THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

ladiaa Mppoit to toe Xlaoritj unam^j fo wiled. Why vae the OovcnuBot 

dtoMtedf Then wee the ewe of the Cotton Xneiee Dntj. Deeptie the met popeier 
^totiee, the Oovenumt etiU pefeieled in net eholiahiDg the dotj. Aw eg^ the 
Arif BoenTi leport ea Ceetent tadeetry bed been rvjeetM withont lefeieDoe to the 
Hoeee^ WottJd the CoBMBwroe Veetber biTe noted like thet If be had been ieq»o^ble 
to the Hooee t Coaid the rtaanoe Meoiber hnfe tiailarly pertieted in bit eaneney and 
finaaoial policy f Then again, eonid the Hoeae Member baTe eent Earopcane, and not 
Bon-ofleial ladiani^ to repment the oonntry at the League of Mationa t After a handrec 
yean of Britiidi rn^ Brikenhead bad ditoorercd the need for agricnltaral deveto 
amnt. That wae beeaneo the Britieh did not like India to adTanoe indaetrially. Be 
aaeaied Lord Beading that, aa a repreeentative of Indian trade and oommeree, be waa 
not (or forcing the GoTomment to haety action ; bnt the Indian Commercial commnnHy 
were oonrinoed that without a Bcepontible Ooremment, they could not progreee. Indeed 
progreae would only be in the retrograde direetion. He would vote with I'andit Motilal 
with fall eoniidenoe and eonviction (Applause). 

Mr. Bangaawami ITIMOAR laid the present Government was government by a oor- 
poiatibn, which aealously guarded the interests of the British shareholders. The pesitioii 
of the Seoretary of State was not that of an individual, bnt that of a corporate body and 
be waa not retponsible to the people of India, bnt the Purliument. One obviona result 
wus thut If Farliument wished to use sobm of the Indian revennes for Imperial purposes^ 
they oonld do so. so long as the anglo-lndian corporation lasted. Vested interesto would 
aiwhys have prefeienoe over Indian interests. That was why they wanted that the 
Seeretaiy of Btates's absolute control over Indian Bevennes should oeas* and his Council 
ubolishsd. 

The debate oenld not be dnished and the Assembly sdjourued for the neat day. 


S!MLA-B7H SBPTBMBBR 1925. 

Hcit day, the tt*a September, Mr. Mahomed YAKyB, supporting Pandit Motiial'a 
amendment to the Befhrms Motion, said that be represented the minority of 7h millions of 
Mebomedans. The Beformo of IVlh were noarded by Indian Muslims as inadequate and 
nosatlsfaetoiy. A thoicugh enquiry to overhaul tbe entire system was needed. Indian 
Mualims were not oppoeto to Swaraj, but, on tbe other hand, they were as anzioos au 
ether oommunities to have Self-Government in India and they were fully aware that 
the present Aet wae inadequate to lead them to Swara). Their demands were put 
forward ky the All-ladie Muslim League. He said thut Indians eonid never be fit for 
Self-Government nnlcm they were made responsibe for tbe administratton of the oonntry. 

Mr. ABHTAHKAB further supported the amendment. He mid that they wanted, 
firstly, the pCwer of the purse. Tbe Goveruor-Generul-in Cooncit sliould be made responsible 
to the Indiud LsgisJutnrv. Demoorucy and Bureaucracy ooold not bo wedded together. 
Farther they li^t^ the Army in India to be Indianiscd within tbe shortest pomible time. 
Tbs Couooil of ' the Secretary of Stat« shonld be immediately abolished. They wanted 
representative legislatures on the widest possible franchise. The Commerce Member's 
•peeob did him great honour, beouoss he bad upheld the traditions of his gronpi He 
had rapeuted the old julseheod of tbe theory ol tr e s te eship. It wus no trust, it waa 
a hugs fraud, a bombastio fraud. The Commerce Member bud told them that man's 
life and wewan'S honour Here now safe. Wae it really sof Were their homeu suief 
Bad not tbu aoblcot UBCiu them been thrown into jails f Were not hundreds shot like 
dogs at Jnlliaawalaf He qneted instonoee of peiaeentkm of Catholloi in England. 
Under the Freteeiant regime no marriage eondneted by a Catholio prieet waa held Jcgnl. 
Mo OetboUe eonki biqyt horse worth store than £fi (Laiwhter). ** This wae tbe condition 
la year own oonat^ when yon were enjoying Self-Government," said Mr. Abbyaakar, 
addressing tbe Tnieury Benehes. Tbe most uMdemte of Moderates, aten like Sir P. 8. 
Sivaewumi Iyer and Mr, fiaaguohariar, had loot faith in the Britieh sense of justice. 
The Britieheio l eapende d to A sense of justice enly when eome other eenao like the one 
rooiid bp libluad mode them wide awake. Thu ptem n t qrstem of Government waa 
tienaen agatosl Oud*0 law. 

Mr. BaMCBAKDBA BAO wus surprised thut alter tbe uaivcraul oondenmulioa of the 
Majority ooncluoioao la tbe Indiua ptess, tbe Home Member bod the buidihood to u«k 
tbo Homo to a^loto pwp tiut. Both tbe Majority uad tbe Minortty bod also held 
thataoiblagtboy oaalddowitbla the teimo of icieNm would mtiily poblio opteton. 
Tbo Homo Membir bad made ao' itooieaee to tbe detailed propel of tbe Majority 



a wm. *25l DEBATE ON THE MUDDIMAN REPORT 183 

BtpffA to MOM of ivhloli tbo tpeoker woo oppotod^ wbilo oteo he waatod to dltoaoi. 
Jyi mpvdt lllr Ohorloi lanet* ofaoeratloii oboot tho look of fondoaooniol oaitj, tho 
opookeriUtQd (hot iUoilor ob)eetloii( hod olwoji boon brought forword ofoiy tiow o 
itep in odnuiee woo uben oad doopUe tho orgoaoot^ progioN wot miottoned. Ho dU 
■ot tborefure aee wbjr tho loow obieetion ohoold ogoia bo brought forward. Ho hold 
tbM' the wholo tOMBM of tho Ootonunont of Indio Aot woo onaotiofootory booooao tbo 
ladion Beoonoe woo not Toitod in tno Ooocrumont of Indio ond woo not odminntered bj 
the Gofommont reoponoiblo to tho Legiototoro in Indio. No ohonge^ except uoneferenoo 
of power froa London to dimlo, could meet the oituotion. 

Mr. CHiEMANLAL felt thot tho otmoophere woe eorehorged with nnreolitj. The 
Trooonrj Benoheo paroued o polioj of do nothing trnoting in brote foroe. while tho 
peoplo'o roprooentotieeo took their otond on tho righteouineeo of their couee. The 
GoYornment wonted them to eot the humble pie ond oooept o one-fided borgoin. It woo 
true they hod no eonction behind the reoointion ; bnt ho wornod thot they would oreoto 
one. The Sworo] Forty bod reolly oooepted the Liberol Fodorotion programme, to ohow 
that the country otood united. The only difference woo thot the Bworojiote would go 
to the country ond roiie o otorm to enforce ti t demondo. Ai regordo the theory .of trnet 
it hod been o irnot bonded down to them by robbero oud thieteo. Krery pledge bad 
been broken. The Brittob were oentinolo of tbo kind who proteotod the treoonre, only to 
rob it themaelvei. 

The Preokiont twice warned the speaker that he should refrain from oonstontly 
addressing the Treasury Benches ond ignoring the Choir. (Laughter.) 

Bir Basil BLACKETT soul thot he did not shore tho pemimism of Bir Alfred Ifond or 
of Mr. Rongochorior. Bir Alfred hod become 0 p<w»imist after his experience of the Budget 
debates of the Assembly in lUg4. The speaker held that the presenoe ot Mr. Patel in 
the Choir woo tbo stiongmt answer to tho pessimists. 

Mr. J. Mehta : He is there in spite of yon. 

Bir Bosii Blackett held thot o?en the speeches of Mr. Abbyonkor ond Mr. Cbomonlol 
obowod thot they bod learnt a great deal by co-operation. He personally believeil that 
tbero had been a great deal of oo-operaiion in tho passing of the Bteel Protection Aot, 
the separation ot Bailway flnanosa and tho passing of too last budget and that the future 
historian would ngree that the second Assembly oo-opemted as well the first Assembly. 
Mr. Bangaswami Iyengar bad spoken a great deal about the need for tmnsferenoe of the 
cuntrol ^ the purge from London to Bimhk He had spoken as if the control was abaolute. 
Mr. .Bangaswamt lycngar, who had pro% d a eery enlnable colleague on the Public 
Aoooiibu Gommittew, must be aware that it was not. 

Mr. Bangaswami Iyengar stated that the power of interference exleted nerertbeleta. 

Bir Basil held that it bad not been exerdaed. Bir Purshotamdas had snpporlod 
tbo leHdutkm becanse Indian comnwree would benefit it the OoTernsMnt was rewoosiblt 
to the Legtelatare. The speaker held, on the other bami, that no responsible Ministry 
In India oooid hare yieJdsd entirely to the pressure of the Bombay Merohants* Chamber 
and Bateau and laorifioed the interest of India as a whole, and that the exchange poUoy 
d the reaponsiblc Ministry would hare been the soms as that of tba Gofemment of India. 

Tbs Finance Member was not sblc fully to nndeistand tbs nssendment unless St 
bad the einue of being at the mme tisse Swarajist, ladspeadsnt and Moderate, and open 
to three interpretntioni to suit every party. (Langhter.) It looked ioeompatible even 
with the Minority Beport He sincerely felt that, instead of pressing the resolution’ in 
tbs nmendsd form, if the|non-oflleials admitted that what they waniad oooid not be done 
•lint ones and that they were willing to oo-opmte during the Ufa of the present 
Assembly and the begianing of the nexti iaiteado l entirely reieeting the offer of 
«c-opemtkm from the British Government, they wookl have ssaterinlly oooiriboted to the 
dlsooBsion. The aoMOdment of POndit Motiiai showed that iu soppsrters stood for advaaos 
OB tho Wsstarn oMdcL Provioeial Aotonomy wasn nloe phrase, bot the division of tbs 
Osatral from the provinoial sphere wis very diMoalt. la oae csee it bad led to a 
dvlJ war and aslU the matter wae ansolvod. Tbsy might from now think of tkese 
fonethma, their dlstribotioB and the qoestiOB of financial le^Mione between the Central 
and ProviBSfal OovomoMats. He appeal to tba aea-eAoial beaobm to so obange 
their asBeadiaeDt or so to esplaia it that it did aot oman leisetion of tbs oSsr of tbs 
British Goverameat aad ibeSr claim to detenniae tbs manner and awsim of anvanoe. 
(Applaase.) . 

Mr. JINNAH felt that tbs debate waa act pioviag fertile. There was gloom and the 
pelltleal bofisoa^was dark. The Oofemmeat sboaJd oadorstand why the psopio 
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Ma-ao^«peiBtal Thaie m cstnttdtewj •ttolt ta tiM Pwlab M Iteie Ih^ hid btoi 
idksd to foffgito Md foipek Ae Khitolitt wio ao km§er ii fme befon thoa. Tbi 
qiMtte of Swin] wm tbo aalj ono tint lOMlaod molvod. la I9S1 the daoabtjr 
waoeoapoied of aoa who eiae to eo-opento diapito the risk of odioa lad obloquej. 
That Aimblj iffed tbit i mMoo oarlkf tbia ia IMt wit wimatod. The Soereti^ 
of &tite*o loplj wm that profna irao poalblo nador the CooftitatloBy that tbo 
otoe tof Ueo had aot beea toilod aid that the eoaoUtatioBal aaebiaeip had to be teatod 
la Ita worUap aa a whole. To that the Aaeablj gaoe aa aaawa ia February 1914 
kp paaiag a raeolatipa that the tioie had beea to refiie the Act The Oofereaeat 
oheee to appoint the Xoddiaaa Committee, to eee whether eubetaatlal prpgiem waa 
peaible under the atruotura of the Aet and, if not, the qaeetion of rcrieion waa t» 
luaalna wparate iaaae. The Enddiaan Ooaaittee bad reported. Col CrawfOid haa 
qaeatoaed the iaparliaHtp of the Miaori^, be e a u ee it bad italed the truth that ita 
teraa did not perayt it to r eon a mwad seaedial aaaaarei. He . hoped that the Colonel 
would withdraw hie atateaent. 

Beauaing Mr. Jinaah aaid the real iaaae befoie the Honee wae whether the Aet wao 
to be reeihed earlier than 1999 or not. It had been prored that Djarehy ooald not enable 
them to mahe progiea within the etruetaa of the Aotw So minor aeandaent would 
aatiifj any faction of the politically minded people. What then waa the Goremment's 
anewer t He had heard epfee b a from the oppoeite beneha which fcandaliaed the people 
of India (Hear, bear.) Thqr were told they were not a nation daring and after the war T 
Bow wae they repreaented on the League of Matkae aa a nation t Waa it that India waa 
a natloa, when it euited the Briti^ and notgjwben it did not. (Laoghar.) Keen Lord 
Birkenhead bad eootiidicted hiaself ia one place. He bad caked whether India war a 
nation and in another breath bad epoken of the people of India. The epeaker recogniaed 
the diAcnltiea and naked the Government to help India to overcome them. Lord Birkmhead 
had done a grave in|oetioe to India by hit atatement that even ten oadete for the Einj|*e 
Commiaion were not forthooaing. Mr. Jinnah declared : ** That ia entirely fala. we 
will five yon ten thenaand.^ (Applauae.) Lord Birhcnbred had ahown ntter ignorance 
of the oonditlona of India and graap of only one aide of the pictnre. Ho oontinned : 
** Ton any there are diilealt^ea ; I reooguia them. Let ua meet and alove them aa oom- 
radee together. What ia your answer to those who are eo-operatiog f None. What ia 
the anawer to me me, who haa oome to co-operate f Do yon want Pandit Motilal to go 
down on hie knees before the Viceregal Throne and then only yon will nppoint a Boyal 
Coaimiaion t What haa be been doing in the Aasembiy f Has be not been co-operating f 
What other evidence do yon want to prodoee thnt the raponsible leaders are not offering 
yon co-operntion T Have yon no eya and no are, have yon no brains f (Loud applanae 
from non-oAeinl benoba). 

Prooevding, Mr. Jinnah aid that Lord Birkenhead’s pompaity bad claimed the 
preant Act aa a ** bumble '* effort in homan ingenuity. Ya ; ingennity (ndeed { 
(Laughter). He bad asked them to draft a oonatitotion to boIva ** our problems,” as if 
the problems were of the BriCiab people and not of the Indian people. (Laughter) The 
amendment recorded fundamental chinga, which they wanted to be incorporated in the 
Constitnclon. Let the Government wy that aneb and such a propoal was wrong and be 
would be open to conviction. 

Bir Charla Inna:— Will the Hon'ble Member explain whether be aeoepts what 
Pandit Motilal Nebrn aid jateniay that not a comma of this amendment mat be altered f 

Mr. Jinnah 1 am nacd to the miahievooa attitude of the Hon'ble the Commerce 
Member. 1 will not be drawn into bis parloar. I have known the spider too long and 
the fly is not going to becaoght. {Loud laughter). The Commerce Member had aid that 
the Preamble oonldgo to the wiada. 

Bir Charlei Inaa 1 aid it can be altered, bat not a yon like. 

Mr. Jinnah >-\8l^paing a Boyal CommlaMon eame to the oonclnaion that, having 
regard to the growth of public ^nien and ednational eonditiona and the efloieDey of 
the eleotorateu tkre eboald be aa a a cn d men t of the Act on the lina propoeed by Bir 
Charla Innea, tbe deoieien will rate with Hit Majaty's Govenafnt, but the Ben*ble 
Itebet doa aot adaM it. 

Mr. Jinaatai ooatiaaing, aid 4— Now let am oobm to this: Who will be the flaal 
arbiter! Who wao the arbiter te the oae of V. fi. A. f Who wa tbe arbiter ia tbo oao 
of Booth Afrteaf 

Sir Charla kaa -Hia Maiaty*i Government. 

Mr. Jiannb Who wao the arbiter la tbe cae of Anetrniia ! 

Bir Clmrki Inna Hie Maia^*s Qovomaeat. 
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I Who wm tho orbilor in f raUnd f Tiie Hoa*b:e MmiImo who oomr 
_ wool oC ImUo laoh otier teof iootloa (Looght«r|. Sir Chorl« Iomo M 
ao dMilK flOfikd on hit woik ooMoitatiootij oad had done guad wofh, aoooidthg to hia 
light HaMtghlar). Bat hia 87 jaanP UCt in ladia was hia giaateat diaqaolltoaiioa hi 
oaaariilf o hawmtita ti o n. Hr. Jinaah daolatad : *He tellaat that wo hata aot haom 
ohaoaaBdJuaaBObyioraoeatBry, bat Sir, we hafoaeoB the horror of baiog rtiinMif, Wo 
bofo aaoa tha faorrar of being kept oat of oar owa adoilalitraiioa. We haat iiamhal tlw 
honor of h e ipi — o em We haee aeon the honor ot tbr people being kept la duhOMO 
wfthooteveaeieaMffiiarjedBeatioa aad oooid the oooditioat of abj eieiliaed eoaolqr 
after a haadnd jeoae* tbIo oooipafe with thiaf We want to free ooieeieei lM thMe 
hecforiL Theae it oalj oae waj to do it : that ie to repiaoe the irienpoBaible jkonaaosaegr 
Iw a letpeoalhle denioeiaef « We kBow the dUBoaltiea We waot poa to help aa IFhe 
WlBoritj hat proved the cate for xeeitioB to the hilt. It wat preoloded hg itt lana -to 
dedoe Proriooial Aa toaea u r. Te aati up, I woBt an antwer. Are you prquwad la oppOiBt 
B CeautittioB at OBoe 

Sir Aleatoder MmidiwBa I will reply in detail Inter. I do not wnotto heeBen- 

Mr. Jinnah : — Beotadly, do job tinoereij aad honeetlj want at toanbadliu jonr 
faadaaiental propawde oa whle^ a Oonttitation oaa he batadr India today it iadhi* 
ealtj* I Bcaa no lorntne and ao thrc^at. India it deterounad to win her fretdOM. Tht 
ananer. the Btetanie and Ihne, either' you deteradae in a reaaoaableiyhlt,oraha will 
denmilna :or hartelf (Land applaaael. 

Beth OOVlefOAS. who reprcMBtc i the land-holdan of the Central Provineabndd that 
the Inad-holdeiB of hit prorinoe had ec ne to realise that their intefeete were oat eppoaad to 
nadonal intoretu. The cpaaker held • ha^ f he Conetitntioa meet he fraaMd by ght people 
fheteleei and not forpad npon th*ni. He waa of opinion that the lla)odhf fcpart 
wonid be n atambling block In the way of telf-grremtieBt. A poHey of good-wui wonii 
nttkaafeely ehange Qandhi)i into a oo-ope atur. He appealed to the Hoaae toaootpt 
Paodit Motilaft amendment. 

Mr. Daraiewami lYBNOAB taid tkat tiie eneoem of the flrat Coanoilt and tapeniaUf 
of the Minietem in the flrat year of the Befonet. waa eery largely doe to active lloAaa- 
operation oottMe He asked the Qo^emmrat what they had done tomtiaij popalar 
denmad. He taid the Oovemment had t'.tterly failed in that. If they wanted the 
ndminiatimtion to be aoooeeifal they mnat bring the two halvei of the GNivernment In Cbe 
Provlnom into cloaer touch with eech other. Even the Mayfly had not thought it fit to 
tiawder Land Bevenue to4he control of the Minittert. The Mnddimnn Committee, oonld 
haTe achieved much if they bad wanted to, but they failed to do eo. Hir Alexander 
Mnddiman bad aeked them to accept the principle of the Majority Report. The tpealmr 
naked if there were any principle in the Majority Report, at all. The policy of the 
Oovemment bad been to obatmct the progreat of the country. Let not Sir Alexander 
Mnddiman go home with the idea that by rejeeting the Majority propotalt the Aaaembly 
waa atiafled with the demanda eonuined In the Minority propotalt. They wanted aooM* 
thing more nad that wm cmbodted in the amendment 

Dr. DATTA, while folly rapporting the amendment, taid that them wtrt two typee 
of minority commnnitiet in India, <1) the qnantitative type and (S) the qualHatfve type. 
The etren^ of the Indian Chrietinnt in Britith India waa 8 milliona, whom the tpeaker 
lepreaented. Ho held that the Cbriatian minority waa of both the qealitative and quanti- 
tative type. Referring to the queation of the protection of mlnoritiet the epeaker held 
that the p re te n t cyatem vronld not be of any help. He »hoagbt the majort^ aad the 
minority oommnnltiea moat eome to a mntnal agreaaaent. The Qovemmeot had failed 
to protect them dnring the laat fonr yeara. H waa only in the one province of Bihar 
and Orima that one Indian Ohriatian waa appointed na Miniater nad that too by an 
ladlaa Lord Sinba. Rngliahaaen, who were aiwaya for balanoe of power being ataintained 
bet wee n the difleient oommunitiob cook! not andeiacand their oonditioaa. ladina 
Chriatinaa were willing to oo-operate with the other Indian oommnnities, provided their 
cooperatton waa deoired. Pyarehy waa an experiment, very okJ in ege. The Diwani 
and the Minamf of Lord Olive in Bengel wee nothing bat Dyarchy. Be oondemaed 
Dyorehy m nnworkabloaad eapportod the amendaBontto 

Sir AloandarMUDDIMAN then apoke for half aa hour, aakiug the Hoaae to reaHwi 
thaeMaat of pwarfng the ameadmanf ot Baadit Motilal Rebru. If that a m e ndmmt waa 
fataadad to he prmaad from varioua parte of tho Hoaae aa their eontidorad piepmol, 
thm ha fateiod that thoaa pmiOBB had eoam to the eandnalOB that they oontemptatad 
thafotaiaooaatftafeioBOf ladfotobebnatdeatiielymiWeatenicoiioeptioBa and this they 
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prapowd to idvoiiee on tbot poth. Tht kite Mr. Mootefo kod ooot teld ilwiodir 
tkM hit tebeme waoton tb« tiati of Wottem ■tprawtetioo teotititift. Bo ftho optetol 
WM BOt prepared io mj what woaid be the with of the Hooee ; bat he at aap lote had 

B 'fen aa opportanity to the people of ladia to iadieate their eiewe ia that diteolioB. 

the dcetre of the Hoeee wae to proceed oa the liaee el Wcetera dcaeeemtio laetjfaneae 
tbea tbpj had cleared the grunad ia that reepeet. 

The aaMadmeat ol Motilal wanted a deelaratioB froee the Britieh Ooe e r a eeeat oa 
certain poiate, which, with ceruin reeenratione, aatoantod to foil Doaeiaioa 8ell-Qovera- 
nent. Aaotber point, which wae made clear in the aeBcndaicnt, wae that the pfeeeat 
legielative bodice were not enfieicnt to dieenee the eeheaw in gr^ detail aad that there- 
fore tbfre moet be a Bound Table Conference or a Conveation adeqaatelj reprceeratfee 
cf Indian, Bnropean and Anglo-Indian intereeta 

Mr. Kangaewami Iyengar : We have no aeaadate to diecnea in detail. 

Sir Alexander : At any rate it ie reoogniaed that the preaent leglalative bodice are 
iaenficient for that teak . A large and repreeentative body ie to be coaetitated which 
eboald exanine the echeme in detail and enbeiit It to thie Aaeceahly <aot to the ladlaa 
Legielatore, be it noted) and then piteented to Farliaeeent to be embodied la a etetate* 
Thie meane the repeal of the Ooeerainent of India Act aa it exiete at preeent. 

Mr. Jinnah : Amendment. 

Sir Alexander : Does it not ineoWe repeal f 
Mr. Jinnah : Certainly nut. 

Sir Alexanfier : But it doee ineoWe the tirtual repeal of Beotion 84 (A) of the Aot. 
I find the eignatoriea to the Minority Beport el the Mnddiman Cooualttee have changed 
their groond and etate now that we conld do witbont tbe Bcyal Commieeicn,* eeatemplated 
aader Scctioa 84 (A) of tbe Act. Tbe deasanda made in tbe amendmeat are wmaihehle 
ia that they ask for extraordinary changee and the eighth clanae given ne aa altkaatam. 
My frieada here regard it aa an offer, t woold like to know whether thie offer M to ha 
aceepted witbuat alteiation or revision, witbont changing one comnm or doc or eemi celoa, 
lliat la a point I woold like to know. If we accept this asaeadamat, what do we get la 
retarut 

Several Members : Foil ca-opeiatioa. (Laagbteri. 

Sir Alexander : Tbe principle cf the amendment ie elaifd to he eelf-dcCermlBalkife 
How can we live onr livee iadependent of oatelde people f 1 have never hmwd any aatka 
eay SOI It ie admitted in the amendment that ceamiuitloaaladvaBteeaa^ealy aoma ftem 
tbe Baglish paoplc, £sl, from Parllaawat. I am glad tbo membera geaemlly have nfiateed 
frem otiag the language of threat ; bat 1 have beard ebargee made that tha Baglhh are 
rohhtn and thievea Will tbeae ebargee do any good to India f 
Mr. Raagachariaf : It wae rhetoric. 

Sir Aleaaader Mnddiman : It may have been rhetoric, hat 1 d ep t eea te the aaa el 
rhcteriCL Tbe Saglieh people are sometimee aaed to take tbeee worda at their piepar 
MNaalag. Aaotber member »id the ch)eet of the Uoaee wae to throw down the praiiat 
foveiaawnt. I leave it at that. I am qaiie willing to believe that thie ameadmrat ban 
been pal forwaru in perfectly good faitb. fHear, hear), bat If I were of a laiplaiaaa 
anteve, I woaid be inclined to eee Maobiavellian iateatkia ia it. Bat 1 am aot a cbibI* 
teoat man. (Laaghter and applanee). My friend, Mr. Jinnah. M ia great dtftalty, m 
in lha Mlaaiity Boport be wanted aa aatboritative caqaiiy aad aaw he Ie laallBea lo 
tWab that the Aeeeembly can aek Parliaamat to aeoept ihcte large prapamla eeatalaad 
la the amendment wiibeat eaqalry by a Boyal Cemmiefeoa, 

Mr. Jiaanh : 8lr, Laid Blrkenbiad haa Invited oe to l ad l oa te tha liaea ca whicb wc 
femlN car GoaatitatloB. 

Sir Alciaadm Maddlmaa: What Lord Birkoatead waa talhlBg abaat waa lha 
feptefeamral if a ceaetltatfea, wblob will give more fete ooope to that Imagiaaltea vrhteh 
of India. Tbea, Sir, I do act Sad la tha apeaebm^ the word, 

MUllaHlal : It la tbe leeoliitloa. 

fir AfeBaadet: 1 m^ it waa aat aaed ia tha e p eiebm. 1 hapayoa wfll iqpritha 
^MtenfaaacIgiiallmpicteBee. t mcatimitbH bceaaie It Ie mj Mmtacia to faint cal 
lha IMhiaUlm, with a view to remove them, aad aot to h in der pregrme. fMem^hcailk 

Wo mate Ima ttw facta of the efaatkm. Tbo Caansttice, el whieb I man 

tba Ghfebmaa bae made Ita obeervaticBa eathfepatet. I ei^ the hadkwaai elate el the 
cleeteeate li emc at tbe greatfit dlftealMca yea have la jMt in Indte. Oaa membtr teld 
that hi reCaraed with tbaabs the leeammeadatleae la Ibt Majerfy Bipatl^ lad^la 
It aot wmeltmee wlm for men aebiag for laige o cae e ee l eae to tag that hambla dalci are 
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Ml MMtl^ ^ eiMtlMf IM t With What M M npporl joar dmaal tor a daelaim- 
tlMtetoll i^lwi aa WI-OafarwMat f 

Kr.Jimaah: (Laaghtcrl. 

Mr Aianator llaMiaMa: 1 waat argmawiu which will be ware eioeiifa. 
flMI toagtowlL Iwni BirlMhcad bM wato la alaar that aooeieiatiM ia patittoal 
rnugn m hi a oMlUr al aa-aperatloo, that to lelaac to work what joa aave gat ia Ml Uaelf 
adhafllelatafarfBitlMr pragiMi^ that the OotenuMM are not lUMjnapathatle aad kt 
hat thoiefora gliea yoo a gtaoroat oier. 1 earaMi^ hopt that joa will raaliat Ibit 
poaitiM. law wiittBg^keliefatkaithiaaaaitaddawawd fiew both lodtpradaala aad 
gwan^iaWi awde la parleetl j goad faith ; bat jaa wUi waiiae that la oiaot it la aa 
aitiaMtaaiL The OafcraaMBt have beta ehaiged with dalag aaibing la ooaaaatiaB with 
clw qanatfnn of Pfooineiai Aetoaowj. Tbaqowtiaaat Ptoflaelal Aatoooaty waaoaWUa 
the aoope of the Bctorwa Soqairy Cowwitice. i doa't agree that the iaveatlgatiaa 
ooald be wade hgr a Coeuiittea of that aacaie or aajr other Oowwittee. The OoteraaMat 
of IwUa baft reoeatly atailed theaweifoa of the aereioca of Bir Prrdoriek Wbflr« who 
boa oor ia? itation to laveatigate aad report to aa oa the lelatiooa betwoaa tho 

Oeatral aad Local Oorenuaeata ia ocher parte of the world, with apedal raferaaoa to the 
reJatioaa that obtaia betweea the Oeatral and Pro? laoial OoreraoMate in India. It ia ia 
thia *^"**«^ that woch good work ooold be done on ibia qaeetion. The ovideaoa he will 
ooileet nwj be naefal and will be placed before the Bojai Cowwiaaion, whenotar it ia 
appointed. (Applaare). 

Pandit Hotilal : Sir, 1 want to know if, at thla atage, it ia permiwible tor we to 
naawer certain qaeationa which Bir Alesandr Madduaan aakad bj way of intorwaCioa. 

Sir Alexander Maddiaiaa : The wembera In the Hoaaa are going to a(ieek. 

Fandit Hotilal : If my friend doea not want an aaawor, then 1 am aatiafied. 

Mr. Jamnadaa MEHTA felt that the kind of oo-operatioo the Qotemnmnt wonted waa 
€0 operation in the oontmoona enalaTeiaent of India. The ameutlment ahowed that they 
did not want to go out of the Brttiah Empire. On the other hand they wanted to elevnte 
the Qofemment of India itaelL Ite poaltion to-day waa iiiaigaifeant in the Bnpirr, 
impotent abrend, and tyrannioal at home, if the aiaenilment waa aeoepted It wonld make 
the Qofemment for the Aral time the real Ooremment of the oonntry. The Hoote 
Member waa elear-headtd and aincere and be wanted to eome to terma with them ; bni 
with all reapeot to the Home Member, he would daaoribe the Reforma Committee aa a 
** Muddy ** Cowmittoe. (Laoghter). Bir Chariot Innra* apeech bad proved again thmt a 
bureaacrat could never be a otateamao. 

Mr. Venkattpathi BAJU waa not beard diatinetly in the prew gallery. He wna heard 
to dwell on the prinolple of aelf-determination. 

In urging th<; Government to acoept Pandit Motllal'a denwnd, Lala DUNICHAMG 
aaid that both the late Mr. C. R. Da« and Pandit Motilal bad held oot the olive branch 
and Oandhiji, the leader of leaders, bad preached the Goapel of Love ; bat the Oovern- 
ment'a attitnde, on the contrary, had Jbeen moat aoreapoiitive. The amendment, he 
awored, did not aatiafy the younger section of the Swaraj Party. The Hindu and Mnalim 
difleienoea would not laat for ever. 

Mr. AMEY aaid that the Majority propoaala were without any principle at all and 
to accept them waa like aigning a blank cheque. The apeaker thought that the Minority 
propoaala were not given proper oonsideratton. Judgment waa pronounerd agalnat them 
with a preomoeived and b i aaaed mind. The poaitkm of the (iovernment waa like ooe who 
atood on the home of a dilemma. They could neither aay that Dyarchy waa a complete 
aacoeaa nor an ntter fallore. The Government did not acknowledge ita otter failure for 
fear of that being made a plea for a change in the conatitotion. Indiana were tired of 
naing atroog iangonge in the Houic and the only way to eolvc the problem waa to 
generonaly acoept tlie amendment. 

Sir Darcy LIMDSAY, snppoitiug Ute Majority Report, askevl the Huuae oot to attack 
tboae from wkmm they aongbt iavout> tcriea of ** No favonrs'*,) It waa not by heroioa and 
beating of drama that Imiiana oouJd juvtify their demanda. Extiavagant «|)eechea were 
likely to do harm. It waa no gtiod alienating the Britisliera Lord Rirkcuhea 1 had given 
a mcaaage of aympatby (criea of ** certainly not'*). It waa in working tlie present oonati- 
intion that progreaa lay. any acheme they prepared mnat be pot forward, after fr'l 
oonaidemtion by all the imriica in tin* country and not merely after a few hoora* discoaaioii 
among the membera of tiiv Aiwembiy. >onie membeia had deamnded a change of heart on 
tlie pan of the Government ; but a ;ittie reciprocity in that direction might be beneficial. 
At preaent it waa more of take than of give. 

Pundit Motilal What have ? 
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Sit Dmgr Lintey^-Ltl tbm ke m nkefiik aatf twpMoiw Let the BcfonM te 
worked for wbot tbej ore worth. A good deol of jfrro^nm h^ he«i Mide Oder the 
BelMne end mnefa Btoie Mid be eMde tf shone wee ooKipentlea. 

Ilf. J08BI eaid that the BMOhiLcij wee dcieotlre to pwiteet the totewete af the IndSan 
I and rbe working claemL Had Hie lU|«tj*e Oovcnuoeiit dSeebarged their treat 
bj, the people oi India t The onewer wee oeitainly in the negetife- The QovemaMnt of 
Indie had almeet failect tc do their dot/ hgr rhe working cleeiee. What wee the hhtoij 
of the Indian H inee Act and the VmtMy Aet f It wao dne to the piearaie pat upon 
the Ooeemeseot bj the International Labour Confeienoe. Perhape the Workaiea*e Oob»- 
peneation Act 'wee the cnlj good fcatnre. The fatare Conetitetien nraat be booed on the 
§uSng9 of ooDiBon people. Kverj edelt pereon ehoald hare a eotc. It was ieuBoial to 
haee eajr frenehiae on the poear^ou of peepertj. beeaoee therebjr thqr gnee greater eeioe 
to property than to boman life. Tho working oi a aee e ahoold be repreaented by peiaona 
eleMd hr their own orgaaiaation. There einat be at leaat twelfo aeeh repreaeBtatiteK 
«a deaBanded by the AlMautia Trade Union CongraaOi Tho pfiaciple of noetination sbonid 
be giren ap. At preaent Boropean ofloiaJe were the aereanto of Baropcan eapitaliaia and 
Indian oOoiala were the aertanto of Indian eapitaliau. 

Bir Aiexander Hnddiman :^W!il the Hob'blo Meaaber repaat bis jUtaaoeBt f Am 1 
to onderaiand from him that the aereaiita the Crown are aareanta of capItaJiau t 

Mr. doabi Tb^y are in efleot ao. Bir. If odalt anflrago is introdneed, then one 
oeotion of the preaent triomrirate would be gooc. Uoder Swaraj the menre will ba've to 
atroggle to oome into their own, bsi then the atroggle wili ims more direct and easy. 1 
rapport Tbndit Motilai*a amendnMnt. 

Mr. Amarnath DUTT, in rapporting the amenaeBent raid l^yaiehy aboald be aboliebed 
iaunediately and all reeereed rabjeete ahoaid be traniferred. The apeaker tbonght the 
kical qaeation hHon the Hooea waa traneferenoe of power from BaropeM to Indiai^ 

Mr. NAIDU (Batma) thoaght that Phiidit MotUal'a amendetent waa pieoiatiife and 
that Dyarchy had not had a lair trial. He rapported the Gorernment runolatioa. 

FaadiC Madan Mohan MALAVIYA in a long and foroefal apeech rapported the amend- 
ment of Pt. Motiial. He gladly aeknowkgod the work done by British adminitiiatora, but 
aSnaed that progrrm woaid haee been fifty times atore if ihf>re had Wen fall Responsilile 
Goeernmont. U Indiana had been gieen achanoe of working aa ooadjosiora the progicia 
would haee been brighter and it would bare been a matter of honoor and aatiblaotion 
both to BnglanJ India. 

Befcrrinc to tho Majority Beport of tho MaddiaBan Committee, the Pandit rmpbasiaed 
tho alatesaont of Bir Mahomed Bbafi, made alter his retirement from eereioe, in whiob be 
bad aalied for a Boyal Coormieoioii. In the faoe of that acateoMat the Majority Beport 
beoamethe Minority Beport and the QoeetnBBent ahpold withdraw what they called 
tho Majority Beport. There waa peace in the Natlte Btatca between Cindaa and Moaiius 
and for aeeeral tboosands of years India knew peace aa it did not know toKlay. Pandit 
Malaeiyn joined in tho appeal for a change of heart and said, wbatceer micht be bis 
opinion he had never for one moment atated that British UorernmeDt in India ahoold stop. 
^ Wo bare ro dcaire to get away from the control of Parlhunent. The limitatioos 
mentioned in tho aaaendBBent are in theBBselm r clear expresskm of onr dcaire. that we 
are willing to rabmit to ParUaraent for aomatime. How long it will be would depend on 
my English fallow rabjeoio of Hit Majetty. Lot the agiccment between India and 
Britain be hooonrable and profitable to both. We want yon to understand na and we 
wish to nndoiataad yoo,*' fApplaaaej. 

Bir Alexander MUDDIMAH, in ramming np the debate, asked the membeie to toke 
np the attitndo that woaid be in the beat int eieatt of India. Ho waa still in difliealty as 
to what the Amembty meant by the amendment, becaaar co many oonatractiona bad 
been pnt on it. Mr. Joahi in a rash moiBent had mid that the aareants of tho Crown 
wore the refbaaentativco qt tho Boropean capiuliata Let it be leaiemboied that the 
admtelstfatioa of India af <7 IfifiB, by the orrranta of the Crown prewentod the exploitation 
of the oonatiy. (Criee of ** qncatioB}.** Bir Mahomed Bbafi waa now a private indiridoal 
and ho waa free to defend hfb own action In reepeet of tho Majority Beport. 

Tba araandmant of Pandit Motiial waa pat aad cartiad by 14 eatoa against 45 
wuiaa amidst loud applaaoa. 
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Uh of Ftrtomt. 

On the Sib SaptomW. oftor iatorpaUiilioiM Mr. RANQACHARIAR 
lacrrod Icr QonndenlaoD of hk RSI ragdotiiio tka mo of fiimmit in dtspan* 
ioc onlswfal oatambKoa «• amandod bgr tba Salaot Gommittoa. Ha said 
ha was a mild Brabmin from Madiast and had nam boon a riotar. nor was 
Hkalj to ba one in fntara. (Laoiktar.) Ha did im 8 boKaTO airan in a 
Ihra^ hot afeill he was a human being and mnsl taka a human view of things. 
Thaj oould forget the PmQab wronga bot they must act in a atatasman-Iika 
manner and prorida against a repetition. The genesis of his Bill was a 
laeohitioD moTed by Mr. Saatri in Mareh» 1991 » which Sir Williitm Vincent 
aooepted in part The GkiTeminant aooordingly brought forward a Bill hut. 
afterwards let it lapse. The speaker then triad to introduee provisions in 
tha Bill amending the Code of Criminal Prooadure, bot was ruled out oi 
order. Hence tha preeant BIO. whieb bad been pasted by tha Select Com' 
mittae in an amended form and was now before the House. 

As the speaker was developing bis arguments. statiDg that Indian crowds 
were not arm^ with anything more than lathis and brickbatsi the Home 
Member inteijeoted : What bappmed in Kohat T 

Mr. Rangaohariar : Kohat is differant from the rest of India. 

The Home Member : Tbe Indian law applies to Kobat. 

Mr. Raiigaohariar replied that he was speaking of the Indian crowd as 
a whole. There was nothing wrong with his prupoeala to regulate the use 
of fitearme. He aaked the Hones to past the Bill ae amended by tbe Select 
Committee and not leave the law as it was. 

Mr. Ranga ITER sakl that Britiahera in India, both civil and military* 
held the lives of Indians very ebeap. He did not wish to refer to a recent 
case in Simla where a riokahaw eoolie was kicked to death and his ribs 
were broken ae tbe caee wae etill aabdodiee. 

Mr. Tonkinson : Sir, on a point ii order. The bon. member cannot refer 
to a ease still subjudice. 

The President : Order, order. The bon. member eanot refer to tbe oeee. 

Mr. Range Iyer said he only wanted to say that Kuropaana held Indian 
lives very cheap. 

Sir William BIRD WOOD, the Gemmenderiii-Cbief. read from the 
latest instmotions relating to martial law wherein the rules provided 
that when a Magistrate called in military aid the oflker commanding 
the troopc was empowered to be flie cole judge of the situation and 
act in such manner aa he thnaglit best, and that he wm definitely 
reepoDsible for using the minimum force. He was responsible for the 
•afefy of his command. There wae no aUtolory obligiBtiott on him to give 
previous warning in all oases end he oould not be pmeeuted without the 
Government B sanction. It ceemed to bim that definite peraond respoucibility 
of the officer was the best pomibla lafegoard for ensaring tbe proper 
ezeentioD of duties and that the aetton taken wae effective and that it 
prevented the risk of unnecessaiy casaidties. Under tbe BiU the personal 
respoiisibUity of a military ofioer waM dkappsar as a Magistrate alone 
would decide toe kind of weapon to ba need, and the miUtary officer would 
merely act ae a maehina. This was risky* beoauae offioers who were 
experienced in tbe ose of force knew best how modi force and what weapon 
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toQMbMt FutamfriMaiaii^t 
■oldim nmtil M a • 
p«rplai«dMdkuHMd«iviloMdK 

UgtvmiiiniHiiiUj.lkwiariteif faraa«ii^Mtl*aU»iB>«B«» • «itMlioa 

» kind vfcan aok with tMihMtntfwli«i4»lMaAkMM«rJMta(f, 
and tnwpa wm anir a law h —diw d fnadi a> and lad an liM ^a fian 
warning. Thfadlgt andar Mr. BmiiMhBriwrt i BM waWBewaanid hajin»- 
cntad wilhowt . Garammant aaghar^. Sir WMam hvad tha laaaniliy 
waold agraa 4at an rdbar aataiL aat an a griaaka ia d iaM aa i hot in tha 
aarriea of Crown aad aaMh againat Ua wiO. It woald ha JahalataUa B awah 
ofloar wara la ba at tha oapriaa af any iadiaidaal- fla nan* ho anaaidad adaB 
meaann of protaatioii. Sir WSliaai inaHy hald Ihat^ oSaer in ( 
on the apot aiona oonld daaida tha aaeaaa it iai of tha aitntana and ttag 
not tia hia handa thaialijr aaaking atfll aiora aiduona aad aoaiplieatada 
•itmtion ftlfdiidf dificnlt. 

Mr. VUlARAOHAVACaABIAR. tiMakiog fnm aiftfittm ai * 
MigiaUmta^ felt that tAe faet that a datailed rapoK of iriat had to 
be aabmitted to the Proinaeial or CeRtial Secretoriat voa ac itoelf a 
difioolt enough task for Magiatntea. beoaoae the Seoretarial» aalika what the 
pttbl*o thoughta did oot proee^ biae iu favour of diatriet oflaaiat hut 
were oritioal and thought the otBoer must have gone wnwga (Laaghtor.) 
Fear of tihe 8eoretoriat made diatriet olBoera heeitate before Mating aoooiding 
to their beet light. They could never regulate the matter by rulaa heeauae 
ttoy could not prevent the penonaUty of a magistrate oorning into play. 

Mr. OORIX)N» a Bomtoy official, speaking as a district offioerg net on 
tiehalf of all diatriet offioen, becauee they had not been granted eonunuaal 
epreseiitatiou yet— (laughter)*— easured the House he would welcome any 
.aw which aicied at instilling a greater sente of responsibilify among diatriet 
officers, but the present Bill did not. Ike Bill was not only vague but 
iwrffctly useless. As regards the last clause, it covered peraons who were 
shot But wbat about those who might be injured by cavalry. (Laughter.) 
He appealed to the House not to be led away by racial feeling but to enact 
a law which would bold good, even tinder Swargj rule. 

Mr. JINNAH said that Field-Marshal Sir William Birdwood had put 
hia ease with the precision of a soldier and the logic of a lawyer. He how- 
ever felt that the English precedent bed been quoted unneccesarily. The 
revieed King's Regulations, it was true, omitted the provision that a military 
office must not fire without the authority of a magistrate ; hut what was good 
for England up till 1920 rimld be good for India, why was there therefore 
the cry that they ware introduoiog a revolutionary change? The speaker 
asked whether the Government did not think its magistrates eom patent to 
be trusted to take the best deoisiou. They most be all experienced men. 

The HomeaMember : If you can give me 24 hours* notice before a riot 
is to take piece 1 shall see that an experienoed Magistrate Is sent. 

Mr. Jinnah : I preeume the magirtraey muet be competent to perform 
its duty. If you cannot have it better hand over the Government to some 
one alee. 

Contuiulug, he said Ssotious 131 and 132 of the Cr. P. C. already 
protected offioere agaiust proaeoutioni beiag launched against them without 
Government aanctioo. AU that Mr. Bnngnchariar • BiU M was to make mk 
oxecfition io tfae case of me of imrm. 
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At tbit tltge Ike dotoro «»• amid aed ampted. Mr. BaDgaobtriav 
ttaintaiiiad hit podtioo and fait that Mr yQtaniAaraehaTiar had only con* 
dnacd thair view tiiat masittrataa had ht^ jodamart than polioemtn and 
toUiaiB. 

Sir Alazandar MUDDIMAN taid tha Gonnaodarin'Chiaf had given 
tha moat oogaot aigumentt that whila it wat a Magwtrate who oallad in 
miliury aaiiatanoa. tho moment a militaiy olBoar oame tha manner and 
dagraa of naa of military foroa moat be datarminad by tha military offioav 
alona. H4 aaanrad Mr. Jinnah that if the Honaa plaead auffioiant fuoda it 
hia diapotal ha woold plana oompatant magiatntaa evarywhara. Aa it was', 
in a cnlrdiviaioD where ha waa amfdoyad in hia early daya thara ware 
900»G00 paopla under hia charge. Ha often uaad to be abaant from hia 
haa^oartara on tour far away and if any eontingancy arcao in hie abaanoa, 
did they ttink that tha honorary magiatrata could taka a proper daoiaion t 

Tha motion for aacood reading waa carried by 66 votaa to 47. 

Tha Honaa than diaonaaod in detail tha clauaea of tha Bill. Sir 
Sivaawaray Aiyar moved that anb^lanaa 4 ahould apactfioally provide that 
notwithatanding anything contained in Section 132 of tha Cr. P. C. an 
ofioar could be proaaentad by any injurad paraon, or hia raladva. without tha 
aanetion of tha Govammaot Tho Honaa accepted tha amaudmeut by a 
minority of 68 to 46. 

Mr. Bangcchariar than moved that the Bill be paaaad. Tha Home 
Member oppoaad it The Hoaae koarevor paaaad the Ball without a 
diviaion and adSonmad. 


Ptolectioa for Paper 

Al Um uaefcing of tins Lraislative Aiwmbly oa tbe lOTH SSPTBMBER Bir Cliarle* 
llflfBa Biotod : ** Tbit Awembly ivoomnendt lo Ibe 0ovenior*(lentral-fa4!;oaaoil thte 
awiitanoe bt giiea to tbe bavboo paptr and paper palp ladattry lo ladia by thi* Inpoti- 
tioa, iiBtU tbe Sltt March IPHa, of a opeeiftc proteotieo doty at tho rate of ono aaaa per 
poaad OB all printing papert <otber than obranM. Murbley Bint^ potter, and ttereo) wfaicn 
conte i n lew than Bi per oent, of meehaaioal wood palp and oa ml writing papert.** 

air Charlet gate the aetaianoe that he did net want to burry tho Hoaie into aooepting 
bit propotaU bet the Gavemmeat felt that tbe;r proponJt having been dtooloMd they 
BUM! be pet effect, at toon aa poitible, ta prevent a heavy import at paper before 
PMcatioa came into effeot. He bad moved bit feametioa Bret btoaaee he wanted tbe 
Htam to ditcam the tabieet folly, wbii*h ooaid not have been pomiblo if be bad brooglii 
ierwaid hia Bill only. He eaplaintd, bcieffy. tbe potithm of the imlartty and taid 
dir George Baieey and bio oolib^teet perbapa thoagbt d^ectetioa tbe better part of valour, 
aad« by CBBlnding newtprini^ prevented the ftim from btmg ap agaiatt their propotalt 
iLeaghler.) Bet a. more tertant weaoa for eBcladiag aewtprlnt aad ocher japer wat 
(hit wicboat firy high proteotive datiet aheap paptr ooald not be eicledtd. The Tariff 
BcanI foBBd that all milM maaafMtaiiBi pap» from mbal giati, eaoept one at 
to- pcove that gram paptr woald be ab'e to do witboet prolc^lon. 

nlMug p or pmti^ wat not to good for printing 
IfmltKl imiiamii?a Tbe dtmaifo for mbai grtm paper 
OwBby tboFBealOimmiteiba. Bamboo palp paper, 
tmu only of doing aw^ with protectiou and of 
add amttalarfedrmaBd. Bt promot there wat only 
fuif^ while aaetber wat to be tocti etarted at. 

1 a ipMlffe pratcotivt daiy cC cat aaaa per 
d.ami beempfaaiM that tbit proleetiOB would 

‘ ' MB grem or from bambta 

iwemfoitBokemdfffoGhatiti^wnatlMtU tho pomlWIi- 

m «f papwAimbMimtobaMyaipM Fa^ parpme 

lb. imSm Mir Omtfm *• liM .!«■.( 


dM'Mt'MCU ibt 
oi tho other haml, 
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f iiriiitowl s debentto te thsi csfeest lo easbie It to imlsl mother 
noohim to leet the mlsMle prcooM. SImIsr hMp mo to be jrifeo to the mill p^ieoted 
otBo^moiidr/ totmihondoprooiieL It mo hoio thit the ObfonoieBt diieiod fnioi 
the Tefiff Booed. 

In the oeee of the Indim Paper Palp OeeepiBjr, eoid the Comoieroe Member, their 
noeone weie^ ftiotipy that tUe Oomponj me not o jotet etoek oompony, bat «m privotelj 
owflcd tqr three or fear eboie-boiaerei lie pr eoem woo monopolist oiid by heiping it 
the Qovemmont noiild he belplng mc a opo MM monaftmtnr^ Then, again, it ms ieit 
that bj adeaneing money toe Ooveranmat mold be plaeiag this partienlar eompany 
in an advanthgeooe poiitloa in eompetltioa with other Indian comptaiee in the marbec 
and that suob an eedon mold be eataoMlnarilj difltenJt for the Qoeeminent to )eetify. 
It wonld be lUitair. At the same time^ eappeoiag another menpany was floated ana was 
anaiuns ti^ try the eolphit:; P'oooMi ft might aleo look to Cbe OoTemssent to aeeiet H 
in Installiim machines. The ilofemmont'e position in each eifeomstanom aoald be tery 
diflonlL The laaM diflealty aroee with ssgaed to the mill at Bajamnndry. 

The ihwenuaent of IndiaS position ma voiy diflIoaU, bot the sanm was not the oaes 
with the Proeineiai Oofomamata, A Peovineial Gofcroamnt eoald Isgitimately, nnder 
the aid to Indnstiice Act, help any indamy within its tcrritoiy, bat for the Qovemmnt 
of India, who hail 4o take the pait of India no a whole, io make this ineidions distinction 
and place eeruin eompanies nnfairly in a better poaitfon compared with their competitors, 
wonid hare been estraaid^nnrily difficnlL 

The Oovemment of India, therefore, said Sir Charke oonaidered an alternative and 
they desided that the piopoeed protekioa be granted for oeven years instead of live. 
This, they felt, wonld give the two oompnoimm advantage eqmralent to the asairtaiioe 
propoeed by the TariflrBoaid, and tha* them shoald be able to raise money for the pnrpow. 

The Commeree Member admitted that the Tarif BoanPe propoml about a eubaidy was 
logioali bnt the Qovemmeni of India had to take a broador and difierent view of Ha 
obligatione. He hoped the Hoorn wonld acoept hit icaolnilon and enable the indnstry 
to eorvive. Ho aeBored them that If the ccnditlen i later on changed oe woeld come 
again to the Hooee erftb hie piopoeal. 

Sir Willoeghby OAEBT, of the THnglmr KiUe, epenking on behalf of the indnstry, 
said thtae were at preceni eight milla In IndA whkh had shat down owing to the rise in 
exchange and ohiefly beeaneeof foieiga oon^etHion. The eompetitlon from Scandiimvia 
and Germany before the War ma<ie all Indtan cem p a ni ea lorn, bat daring the Wat this woa 
made ap. After the War loieign competition bod again come in and, helped by depreciated 
vxebangsi, waa egam mderoeiUng the Indian papm milla. He was indebted, both to the 
Gofernment of India nnd to the Thrttf Bond lor tbdr propoeale for protection, end, 
althongh tbeoe did net give what the indastiy wantnl, they wooM accept half a loaf latner 
than itarw, and h« appealed to the Hooae to laee no time in poesing the Government*# 
propoeala on that d^. He felt that the Baerno Government had not given them n proper 
opponnnlty to go and eetahileh ssills there. As regntda the aoda proosm Sir WiUoogbby 
said Ais had already hsmi tried Igr this Arm. hot had not proved on a large eoale the 
ittooem whiob the Tarffl Board aniieipamd H wonld prove to be. 

Oontinoing, Er WIHooghlqr Corey emphoaloed tbnt.tbe TarlS Bomd bad not provided 
against emhange flnetnatienn, He hoped the G ove r nment would nake a alz-montldy 
ad)natnmat in duty on the hasie of et e h a nge floctootSon with a view to nmintaining 
piAeetion at the tevol now proposed to bo giremed. He flmied that the ptopoeal might 
retnid the giowto el tho paper indnetry flrim wood pnlp^ which was quHe in ghmiaonee 
inlndhk 

Ml. mmi hk ■■wflMim that giamehonid niw he spcciflcaliy mwtiooed 

in the imolnMonEviBg poolBOtien le knmbon pnipi Qom ami bamboo were two ileal 
mw emiertnla of oqonl vnloe far tho popoMakiag tadeetry and there waa no immon to 
ignore them. The MpmdmMt, bowew, mao nitatid by 49 votee to 40. 

Mr, Boma mOMtAB movad that the fhiMf Bonid^ ineeawsendation banoeopted 
eatiiely.nMM|y,theg»Bfccf piotootienlovBeeymmandaoMMaaoeto the twooempimife 
to tM iilwit ol Bn 90 lakha nador oondMona impeoed by the Oovemarenl, Mr. Iyengar 
bald that the Booad hod peapdaed pnlMiien hammm they ooneideml that by ndvaaoiag 
cr ganmnloMag IM. BO lijriha tSm GaefMMB Aiald henhio to eembHeh the potaitMlitlm 
of bamboo palp, belli tnm the anIpM ond the oedn pmeemee. This a miei i m en t loo 
vma fc|Mted. 

lb. SMNii mnuau Jtm H wi Hr 

VM Mt vrodMed Is fsdkst 

sit. llsB. OMiadSi;OMtoM||iMldiSMB*Mss 
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sir Oterlii IHMBd ml U« Uof«ni«Mt*f 4ifSMiijr via ihat Tariff Hoard oaa* 
kidwid ttemnorllilljMd did ao(«xeoip»oMoateftt«r vapor, flo did Lot waoc ai» 
paporlff %• bill baft Ui dUBealtj waa (be urlff Boaidni ombIwIou He left (be Soaaa 
to dooide (he aadar. 

Tbo Hoom aooeptdd Mr. DaaMria'e piopoeai. 

Mr. Baagaivaml lYBNQAB aeored the addition al the folloiriiig rider : ** Thia 
Aneiablj funlier leoaneMiida (hat (he roeoBBoadatloae oC (he Tdnff Board Car (he fraal 
o(a toan or aobcidiee to drm with a riew to faiijr espUire poiaihiU(ie« of (be naBbfaotnra 
of paper fron bamboo bjp ealphite^ or ooda, or other proeaeo ebonid be aooepted io prlaelpla 
and that farther iaieetigatiofia be node iu eooordanoa with (he reoommebdationa of (ho 
Tariff Board.ae to (he bmmc effeaire manner la whioh ambtanoe aeap be given to at1 
oompaniea or linm thap are prepared to eaptore the poeeibilitiei on n oommeroUl eeala.*' 

0ir Baoii BLACKETT eaid the Amembly bad alieadj rejeotod Mr. Kama Ijeagnr'a 
propoeitioo whieb laieed the eame iatne. He gavt the naenrauoe that the obeervatioae in 
the etatemeat of objecte and reaeone did not pritaonnoe a d*oition on the genefnl pollep 
of a Mlwidy and loan bat had only rejected the great of OMietauje in the manner propoted 
by the Thrift Board, nor woe the obeervatica in the statement of objecte and reeeone 
any oenears ou the po'ibj folloered by Hinieters in the Traaeferrewi field. The Qovemmeat 
had not at all oonaidered the oroed imaeof raluddiee aoii ir.e Hoaeeehoaid not, withont 
tally Gonaidering this ieeni*, commit iieeif to any pnrticaiar policy. 

Mr. Bangaswnmi lyenMi*i amendmiint woe rejected by votes to 86. The debate 
had cot eoBOioded when rht- Monee adjoarned. 

At tbe Deal aittidg ot the Aeaembly 00 the 14TH SEPTEMBER Mr. JOBHl moved 
that the proteotioo, as propoaed, be granted provi.tod—(l) Tha( ^ company reoeiving 
amiataiice ahall pnxlaon a certifioate from any oAoer appoiated by the Giovemomat 
of India for that pnrpoee tliat the labonr eonditlona prevailing in tbe works of the 
company are aatiafaetoiyr ; (8) taat the Qovemment of lodia are given snob repreaen- 
tation ou the •board of direeton of every ecmpnnj reoeiving the aaeiatauoe nr the 
Government nf India may consider adeqeate; (3) that tlie company receiving tbe 
aatistnace shall nnderube to pay an amonnt to tbe Government o! India oat of tbe 
balaoee which may vemaiu of the pniftte after (he disiribotioD of 8 per cent, divklend 
to tbe eharcholdera ^ the compeny, eqoal (0 tbe nnionat whieb tbe company may baee 
received tbroagb tbe rise In pnoea of paper dae-to the impceitiou of tbo protective dory. 

Mr. Joebl laid etrees on the fact that be waa actoated a desire to aafogaard tbe 
intereeu of tbe taxpayer and tbe iatereata of Inboarere. 

Sir Charles 1NNB8, while admiring the pertiaacitj and elnoerity of Mr. Joabi^ 
oppoeed the aowndment as laying down conditions which conJd not in praotioe bo worked. 
By appointing oOcert they would be merely appointiig; spine, wbooe preeeaee woold 
distnrb the relatione between employers and employ^. 

Mr. Devaki HrMad 8CNHA thoogfat there was aoibing levolntionaiy in tbe amend- 
ment which only attempted to concede to tbe tas-payera what was dne to them. 

Tne amendment wee loot by M votes to 87. The reeoiatiOD wee carried. 

Sir Charleo 1MMR8 then moved for leave to tatrodaoe tbe Bill providing for the 
fostering end developnwnt of tbe bamboo paper tednatry in Britlab India. In tbe 
w at emen t of objacte and leaaoua it v/aa etatod that the GovemoMBt aeuepied (be Tatltt 
Board's proposal to impose a proteotive doty of one naan per pcoad on printing paper 
and writing paper as specified in the scbodnle. The Governme n t, however, oeaaikitied 
that as the grant of leans or tebaidice In tbe manner ea g ge rted by tbe Board was epos 
to gmve dfajeatona, the period for whioh pretcetton •benJd be granted ebonld ba sevmt 
years inwead of five yean, as propomd. Pi: Cbarice Innca did not make a epscob in 
introdaeiiig the Bill. 

Mr. CHAMaM LAL opposed the introdaetioii of the Bill. He tafal that tbe Tmilf 
Board tn their leport bad laid down that these paper miljs did net falfil tbe eeaditiOBS 
laid down tt^e Fiaoa] Coaemwaion. The icdnairy wae not an infant one and, moteover 
mom of (he mills were Baropean-owmsd. 

Ileepite opposition, tfaa Bill was then intrcdneed. In aeking tte Atsombiy to take 
tbe BUI into oaneideratton, 8fr Cbarles IKHBP sold it was nothing bat a corollary to tbe 
remlmtloB pame d a lew miiiotev before. 

Mr. CBAMAM LAL oppowal cooridefatiMt el (ho BIU. Tbe peper indomr/,be lai'S 
bed mode ttememiooe proAta daring (be War. Tbe tronble in tbe ladamry wee dee lo^ 
mimumopemesi and bad tf-obnicat knowledfr. Meet of the miUs were cither Bampeim 
^ Earepren iBeneged. 
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Sir Charks miS^ in Mtiag that tiw BIU be fmw^ leCened to Mr« Dwnaiia** 
eaw daent that the mtcetive da^ be aat iaipoeed oa eaper aalcadeied pa|^ tafMed 
lA laeleaAd laid that thie aaMtr weald beacAeidMad lij tb» O at e r a aieat la eeaealiatioB 
with the advieory Ceaimifttca attaehed to the Departaifat of COnaaiary usd If it woe 
fOBad that protcetioa ehoaJd aot he given to a, then the Governaoat woaki briag iorward 
an aneadnent daring the acat opeiioa. If the dcdeloa wae tor a pnteetive doty then 
they woBJd report to the Aeeeaibiy. He made tele anaooneeeeeBt idter eonealtlog 
the iMeiabere opboilte, cepeeially bteaoee he had reedved telcgiaoM from Allahabad and 
Madhae laylag tbia if thie an wnd n e nt for caelaekm froae the preteetSve daty wae made 
to eaper-ealendercd paper ft weald place eeoM papere in an aafair peeltioa in their 
ooupeUtion with the ^ Timce of India fllaetrated WeeUy.'* 

Mr. X. JL AOHABYA fcgretted that the Oovemment had aeoepted the eaggeattion that 
they ehoald give finanoSal help to eaeo indoetriee ae reqaiied it. It wm a pity that 
Bone of the Be. 31 lakbe that the OovarnnMnt wonld get by protective dntice by praoti- 
oalJy taaing eiaeatioa weald be need to give Ananoial aeeiataaoe to aay atnsggUng 
eempany. 

Sir Bari Singh OOUB oontended that the Indnetry aa a whole ebonld get proteetiea 
and aoteaerely the baatbeo papei indnetry. 

Sir Baell BLACKITT nmlBtained that the Bill wae framed in aoeordnaBoe with the 
Tariff Board'e leoommendatiOBa It did not ermmit the Ocvernment to give protection 
to the paper indnetry in geneial^ bat only to the bamboo paper Indaetry. The 
Oovemurnt ttonld not be joetided in making a grant, or a .'oan, or a eabiidy to 
any partioalar paper uilL The Be 31 lakba which Mr. Aeuarya eapeeted weald oome 
|0 the Qovemmeat revenae might be need in relieving provinoiai oontribetione^ and 
^0 tbnt CBteni. tnero might be a avimolna given to edneation. Tho Hill waa thoa paaaod. 

Ctimi&al Procedure Code. 

Sir Aiazandor MUDDIMAN thoa ino>ed ilut the Bill further to amend 
the Code of Criminal Prooedure, 19SS» be taken into oonaideration. The Home 
Member eaid that alnoe the parting of the Criminal Prooedure Code Amend- 
ment Aet eertain diffieultiea had been brought to light by the Local Govern- 
meate and judicial autboritiei. The proviaioDe of the fiQl were to remedy 
tboM defeett, whidb were all of a minor oharaecer and there waa no auhatauee 
in them. The Houie wag well aware what SeetioD 109 waa. Prior to the amend- 
mest of 1999 the elfeotof aeetioD 109 of the Code waa that eooita had dieeretioo 
to atrard either aimple or rigoroua imprieonment in eaae of prooeedings being 
ti^M agaifiit anyone. The efieet of the amendment of 1999 wae to take away 
that diemtion and award only aimple impriaonment. The preaeDt Bill attempt- 
ed to reotoio it Tho epeaker aaid eovei^ Local Govemmeiite had rep r ea e n t ed 
that moat of tba pmoaa gfriiwt vhom proeeediagB wore taken under 
Seotion 109 were men lor whom dmple imprieonment waa quite unauitahle. 
Ooneludiasi Sir Abander wiahed th^ either the Hooae would pom the Bill 
ea piopoeed* or woqld rqiecS it 

The Hooee leleotid the emoudmont of Mr. Ameimith DUTT» that 
thS BBl be mfetied to a Select Committee which the Home Member had 

Mr. BAMGACfflfABIAB otjeeted to CUuea 9 by whieh the Govt wanted 
to iMoro the powen le aend to rlgoroui hni^iaoiimeiit penone who wore 
niiihle to isd eiMril^ b emnei of pnmmwng no otoenaiblo meane of livelihood. 
It waa impiopir that epy ehriSacd government ghould riforomly eonSne 
peiaona ahnply beanm thqy had no oitauihla manna of Bvalihpod. Only 
two lama nso tUa AaaamUy lamotod Ihodiaerition from tho meshtrataa to 
aori payaena to rlgorona hnp ri mn m a nt and no naaaaalty^had bean ahown for 
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Sir BmI Siach Qent npportad Mr. BncMhuMr in oppjdng ^ oImin. 
Mr. TodkuMon pointad oat that thapovorlo aaad a panoa to tiforoao 
bapriaonmaat would ba aaad oalp at tho dtaarotiiHi oi tho Magiatrora aad aot 
nrntTTT-'T uB tiaaaa. Sir flauip Staapon aapportad tha Bill. Mr. 
Voakatapati B^c aod Mr. Bolri oppo^ thanaaoralol tha diaaratioa. 

Sir Alouadar MUDOIMAN atkad lAathor tha AaaaaiUp waa goiag to 
tandowBororpaiaaaaiatBtaadadtoaoppoct law aod oidar. If ao. lat It 
aap ao. Tha ohauga ia tha law toaorlag diaaratioa waa auda without oon* 
Local Obraromaato. aad oow oot oalp all Looal GoraiciBaala hot 
jail ofioata and onoutiva ofiaan wan uaaaiBoeB that, diaaratioa aiuat ba 
reatorad. If tha Aaaaoiblp waa not goiag to giro diaatatioa to tha Ma g i a t ra taa 
thw it waa far battar to roatova Saetioa 109 itcalf from tha Coda. 
Tbaro waa no politioal flaTour about tha propoaad ebanga. Itwaamovad 
aola^ with a daaira to dofaad tha baaitha and homea of tha paopla. Lat tha 
Aiwamb^ couaidar thii point aaiafnllp. 

CImm S of tha Bill waa than pr aaaad and loat bp 69 rotaa to 61. Sir 
aiB'.Btuliir Muddiman did not mora for tbo p aaaa g a of tha Bill aa amandad. 

Tha Aaaambp naxt oontidorad and paaaad tha Bill fnrthar to aataud tbo 
Indian Limitation Aot. m rapoitad bp tha Salaot Com m ittaa. aad tha BUI 
to tha law ralating to thtamintast SDOOnnoN aa paaaad bp tha 

Council of Stata. 


Bountp fox Stool Induatrp. 

On tha 16TH SEFTEMBBH, tbo Aaaamblp ro-aiaambSng. Sir Charlaa 
IKNES moTcd hia rcaohition aakiiig tha Honao to agraa to tha gnat of a maxi - 
mum of Bs. 60 bountp to tha ataal indnatrp op to tha 6lot Mareh. 19S7, 
of which Ba. 18i lakha ara to ba paid up to tha Sim Marab. 1996. Hia 
racolbtiont' bo aaid. propoaad fnrthar acaiatanoa till Marab. 1997. whan tba 
Steal Protaction Aet expirad and after which tha wbola quaation would bo 
Toeootidbrad. Sir Chaiiaa confaaaaad that tha laooBamandationa of tha 
Tariff Board «»■«■ to tha GoTanmwnt with a ahork. Of oourao, tba Tariff 
Board waa logioal in Ita riawa. but it did not taka into aooount aaraial 
wbioh tha GoTornmant mnrt taka, flo lu o a ll cd that whan 
tha Ooranmant gmntad a bounty of Ba. 60 lakha tba Gorornaaoiit wore mom 
ganaroua titan tba piopoaal of tiic Tariff Board. Ha a l aimad tint tbap had 
cuooaodad in oxtrieating tbo indnatip fnut a aarfona poaition. and tba 
Chairman td tha Tata Iron and Stool Compoap bad admitted it 

Than waa a conaidonbla ine i aaac in oonaumptioo and largo atooka of 
tbo Companp bad boon aiaarod up^ Tha poSop of Protoetion bad prorad 
effaotiva and u it to boeoam affaedvo Aon waa bound to ba a 

teilinthoneoiptonndorCartoma. Ho aaourad tha fiouw that a aMdiSea- 
tion of Ao Boaid'a piopoaol did not in tbo lauat moan that Ao Gorarnmont 
had waakanod in ite poHap of protaoting Aa ataal induatip. 

Sir Chailaa lamindad tiia Honan that Aa bountiaa wen a rorp mnA 
mom gonmouB form of aaafatanaa than an inoiaaaa to dutiaa. Hu raawna lor 
modHIealion of Aa Boaid’a pnpoaale wan, dntip. that Ao BoardTa aatimato 
of raMlptc waa onlp an rri — and that in anp eaao a margiD of Ba. 94 
lakto waa too amaO. aonaidering othor oomautnionte. aa Aop aonld oot bo 
to ona Srm at thooxponnof otimrlagitimatoelaiamntaapm 
la mom impmtant maon war one lAiah Ao Tariff Board aonld 
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of l i rttl i n oa •od — dt • iim rd^too rnwh upon Ibe OafmmtdL and too 
littio upon iti om ofiorta. lb odmitltd ho wao ttoodioidaHoMofroaiidt 
hot ho roeoilod that ho aude on oppiiil to tho Totft Gompoiqr.io Moj« 1M4, 
and ropeotod it hMt JoMiorj in ookiiig tho Gonpooy to oo-opo^nto with tho 
OoTornmont ond tho Logiilatnre. Ho bop^ tho Cboinnon of tho Tate 
CompoDy would boor him out whon ho aaid theio hod boon hitborto iio 
Toaponao to that appoal» and it wao this foatnro which worried tho apeakor 

Tho Houio must tomombor that twerthirda of tho oapital of thia CSom- 
pony waa io the form of aooood fwderooeo aharea» tho intoreot ou whidi waa 
oomulatiTO. For tho .pact throe yeare aboat Be. 60 lohha of intereet had 
been aooamulated, and there waa a load of debt amounting to oyer Ba. li 
ororea. The Houao muoa eend a meaeage to tho Tata Iron Steel Com- 
pany that it expected the Company to taka tho nmtter in hand and fully 
oo-opeiate in putting the induatry on a aonnd and healthy baaia They had 
plae^ a heary bnedon upon the eount^. The Tariff Bmid eatimated that 
burden at about Be. li erorea In addition to that they had paid to thia 
one Company Ha 8,0S lakua during the life of the AoL He thought they 
had been very genorooa to the Company. Hie propoaal waa to laat the life 
of the Steel Protection Act. 

Sir Puraahotamdaa THAKURDAS oballenged the Government openly 
CO atate ita view, and auggeated that the whole matter of theoompany’e 
affaire be referred to a committee of the Honae. 

Sir Bteil BLACKETT aaid the Government and the Houae were 
anxioua that the Indian ateel industry ahould be built npb They were pre- 
pared to allow a.reaaor.a.ble return on capital actually engaged in the produc- 
tion of ateel, but the tax-payer could not be expected to pay for interest on 
aeoond preference shares whi^ had accumulated. 

Sir Charlea lnnea*s resolution was carried. 

Bailway Account and Audit 

There waa a heated diacuaaion over Mr. Sim’s propoaal to separate audit 
from acoounti on the Fast Indian Bailway aa an experimental measure. 
Mr. SIM said his propMl waa pequel to the separation of railway accounts. 
It would make the spending authorities responsible for the accounts, and they 
would have an independent audit whidi they never had before. 

Mr. KELKAB’I$ motion for the adjournment of the disenaaion to the 
Delhi session was supported by Mr. Neogy and Mr. Bangaawami Iyengar, 
but was rejected 69 votca to 38 Mr. Sim’s reaction was finally 
passed by 67 votes to li, after the aoceptanee of amendments specifioally 
bringing the accounts staff under the control of ^e mnanelal Commissioner, 
und providing that difference of oplnioiis between the aeoounta officer and 
the Agent be repoHed to the Standing Finance Committee on Railways. 

All supplementeiy demands wmw graaled except the one asovedby 
Sir Been Baekett under SlampA whkh wee njeeted lect Marsh and was 
agrin r^ected on thia day* tho aai^Miy being of opinion that it ^ouhi he 
ehaiged to eapitel and hot to revonua. The Conrts SnppkmeDtery 
Bffl wiielaopeaeed. 

DieqoeHfisatfen of Beelore. 

On the 16TH SBPTBMBiai fibe ImmUf diaousNd two neiraflletol 
reeelutioM and carried them hetti in. the laea eiOovtrnment^pposiiieii. The 
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Ciat rMolotioD wm moved hj Pksdit Shimlal NSHRI7 end wee emied bf e 
mqoiilgr of one vote After the eeeepteiiee of oa oiaeDdmeat hr Mr* Baofiam* 
ml lyoagori The reeolatioD in ite emended fora aifed the lemovel of all 
reetri^ni againtt peraoos who had undergooe imiiriaoaamBt fmr erimiael 
offenoee from itan^ng ai oandidatet for aleetion to the Legialataiee. Feodlt 
Shaailal aaid that if the Oovernmeiit reallj wanted oo-opeiitioB. it ehoiihi 
remove the bar Mr. Rangateanii Ijeogar urged tito removal of the 
reetrietioai which at present fettered the right of eonctitoenoiei to elect their 
representativea. He wanted India tn have the same praotioe as Bnglaiid. 

Prince Akiw Haaaain, Colonel Crawford and aeveral other membera 
oppoaed the rasolation. while aeveral speakers supported the motion. 

The Home Member said he was perfectly ready to see all those who 
were anxious to co-operate by constitutional methods come into the Legisla- 
ture. Most countries had disqualifying provisions, indeed the conviction of 
a person for breaking the law was prime facie evidence that he was not a 
desirable person, but he admitted that there were special oonditionc existing 
at pkcseot, and assured the House that the Government, by altering the rules 
raising the limit to one year, and allowing the Local Governments to use 
their dieoretion. bad done all it reasonably could to meet the wishes of the 
House. He. personally, would have preferred some automatic provision 
rather than the discretionary powers of Local Qovernmenta. but it was im- 
possible to do that and to define the offences involving moral turpitude. 

Suspension of CotU>n Excise duty. 

The second resolution discussed was moved by Sir Pursbotamdas 
THAKURDAS who suggested suspending the oolieodon 0 ! the Cotton Excise 
Duiy for the rest of the financial year. He said the fact that prevention wae 
better than cure, that tho condition of the industry was very critical and that 
over 30,000 millhands were now out of employment, should make the Govt, 
realise the gravity of the situation and assist the iudustry. If usistance wae 
iiot given, it woula only prove that the only way they could obtain relief was 
from a national government. As regarded the financial aspect of the question, 
he believed that the Gkivernment bad more than adequately streogtheiied their 
fioanoes* but tbe will to use them to abolish the excise duty was wanting. 

Sir ^il BLACKET, on behalf of the Government, explained tbe attitude 
of the Government and advised the Assembly to have tho debate adjourned. 
Sospeneion of tbe duty, he said, was equivalent to abolition of the duty. It 
would be diffieuit to re-impoae tbe duty in April if it was suspended now. 
It was not praetioal politics. There was a large staff employed at a cost of 
Re. 70,000 to Ra 80,000 on ooliection of tbe duty. What were they to do 
when the duty was suspended f If the duty ware suspeudad it would mean 
a Ices of Rs 80 to Rs. 90 lakhs and the millowiiers, when once ^ duty was 
suspended, would produce so much and atop produo’ing after April. Thereby 
there would be a loss of Ks. 00 bkbs in the Budget for next year. Tbe 
Oovorument could not find money in tbe present year's Budget to siupend 
the eoileelhNi of the duty iu the middle of tbe financial year. .Moreover, if 
fhere was a suiplos tberc might be demands for remissioii of Provincial Coo- 
hihoiioiis and such other demands. Noither the GovmoiaeDt nor the 
A mi mb l y could conceivably, bowevm serious their finaoeial situstioa might 
be, short oi a real calamtij. rcrimpose this duty next April if it was snspsod- 

fdm. HthaAasemUy wanted a aub^ for the cotton mUliodattiytlmo 

lit it ng hut not heiag in this indbrect a^ round-about manner a molioo 
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for the rlrtiwl tdoliftioii of lAo eolfoo szolte diitgr. If tlie AatmUljr piMd 
tba fWiiriiiiiOD tiM Oo m o m oBt would trail it « a tkooglf azi^med danra 
of tlii HoQii tor eooiiideratioD of thi qoittion of the aboUtiou of the dotf tf 
StHMioiil raoiMinimiw parmittod at tlia timi of the oazt Budget. 

Mr. Kaatarbhai Z^ALBHAI, enpportCng the renolotioo* aaid the tuna bad 
paraad'whaa Kpajmpathj could alleTiato the aitualiioii. Uiden aooietliing 
waa €U>na now a gfmra idtoatioo wo^d arise whidi would be bs^ond ramedj. 
Aa to. the qoaatioa of referriog the matter to the Tariff Board, he aaid 
the matter waa folly eonaidand if the Fiaaal Conuniaaion. SivgaBtioiia like 
riwaa wara intended' to postpone help. 

Sir CSuurlae INNES poiutad oat that the analogy of protaotion giren to 
the ataal' indoatry did not apply beoatiaa it waa only for ona firm, wheraaa 
the. oolton mill industry containad no laaa than lOC mills all orar India. Ha 
4jhmbted> vary ninch if tha aospenaion of tha cotton ezoiaa du^ would tonoh 
the frihga of' tha nal ptohlam foring the cotton mills. It waa not pnactioal 
INdirira to xarimimw the doty in April whan once it was suspandad. Tha 
Gommaraa* Manatee aahod. why the millownaia aliirkad an enquiry of tha 
whole position by tha Tariff Bm^ He a uapactad tha nuflawnan had not a 
strong case to make out. 

Sir PUB8HOTAMDAS replied that ha wantml not a faronr but jnstioa 
and foair Mrlhriiht on tehalf of tba taatSa indoatry of India. Wlmtte 
miUownata ware oot anxfous for an enquiry why wara the Garanimant 
anriaoa for an anqoiry f The attituda oi the Oorammant of In^ olaariy 
ahowad that tha (mitfla indiiatry aould net azpaet raliaf. It waa no naa 
appealing Madraa and the ^idib bandiaa and hinting that if tha doty 
was auapendad there wuold be do rami aai on in FtQwmM Gontributiona. 
Bht Its aaaiKwl the Ffnanoe Mamtev Smt neat Marah the Aaaambly would 
extraet tour the IWaca Member aboKriaw oi tte oottou aniaa duty. 

Sr Brail Bbwkelt eaM te had raforred to an enquiry by tha Tariff 
Board baoiaaa it waa tte MfUawnaia* Aaaociation whieb bad ■»o— ^ the 
impaaitiaH oi a higter import duty on yarn and cloth below 80 counta on 
grounds oi prataslaon. 

Sr ^lahotamdas Thakurdaa'a rasoluibo was put aud carriod by 5T 
rcCaa to 87. 

On tha 17TH SEPTEMBEE. tte last day of tte aaaiiou, tte haaambly, 
though focad wiUi ao odlcial agah^ of oooaidaraUa length, waa not in a 
mood to dhau ra coatroTanial haoda Accordingly, tte diaeoaaion of tte &mo 
Mcaibci^a raaohition ragardiiig tte Standing Coramittaai on Hindu and 
Mahomodaa law. aa racommandad by tha MudSmau Oommittaa. aid tte 
coBBidteatiou oL tha Trade Unioo 1^ aa amandad by tte Uaot Cknumittaa. 
wara ad fo uraa d lo tte Delhi aaraion. 

Sir Phupandranath Mitia and Kr* Chaxtraa oppoaad tha a4ionnimaDt 
motion aa ttey aoraidarad it to te of a dilatory oharaatar. 

Mr. JaaU. Mr. D. P. Slate and Mr, Ohaaran Lai ooneidarad tte tfora 
too ihoit and tha attandauoa too aaMl! too aonridar aodi au impartrait quaatkm. 

Tte Howra naraad tha Horae Mamtei'a rwniulMm aorapliiig tte Moddh 
nan CaaraMtlaaa raaommandalfon fo raapaat of fomala franahlaa. and aha 
a aaa pt a d the Coramoraa MamhaA raao hn i ou propoaiaf aa amaudmant al tte 
Stael Pro tec tiop Act ao as to arapowaa tte Oororaiaont to pay by way of 
houiflioa OB wi^ooa a aom not amaaiiat Ba 71 hkte dui^ the thiaa 
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MdtfeafnMOt BOlHfttMB^nwn iviB Mlar !• ||iw atM tto ;it. !%• 
BBl Ukm a , wU airihlla aaodifieat i o W i A* vuBiig ol 
BoAfc flMiiM Act, ItH. 

Tka Bonaadiapoaadaf fetaal li=A<w|f apMtagta aiuaiAwanu anada 
lyAaOoHMUofteiaiBllMAaaofGoiiaMt INH jarf the OodfiWBw Bitt. 
■■I ahii iPMaiil lliii tallaai^ W aa paaaail hj Ika riaiinnn iit flWa i fiMiiiiMl 
Tkte Bfll. Cotton Tanafort Bffl. Madiaa, Benpl and B o al af fittlriii*a 
Aot S n pplaiaaptary BOL Farta BB, and Aa BapeaBnc BBL 

Sir B. N. Mitra i ntr o da ea d a Bill aBondiac Aa ilaatoriaa Aak ia aarrjr 
out aAniniatiatiTa impmaaaMana. Tha Honaaagnad to«ronlanaAaBIL 
Tka Fiaanaa liamberaMaad for Aa giaatof Ba 17 lakhaiaraaiitat 
ooAv on Aa Saanri^ Printing Finaa now ohaigod la aapikal aaoordiag la Aa 
Aaaesklf’a wiahaa. Ha nada it daarAttehaiAw lanital Aia paattadkr 
axpandBaia abonld in no my ba takan to infringe Aa li^ of Aa Ooaan 
Mol to follow Aa poliay whiA knd ao far been in gnatioa. TbaHanaa 
aaaeptad Aa motion. 

The Aaaembly adioumed aine die. 



The Council of State 


DBLHI-22ND JANUARY I92S 


Tb$ CoewsU of fltoio bold the Hret titttog of the winter kooiob on the SSnd Jorneir^ 
or. M^iooliv Hoom^ Moi. Tbeie wee o teifiy Jorge ottendoneo of BemberiL Sir Heory 
Mooericfl-MUi, tbo new Prooklent, oocopied the choir. 

Sir Noroitebo BaBUA. Jeoder of the Howe, ocoorded ■ cordiol weloome to Sir Henry 
MonorJefl-SoMlb with whOB he bod been OMoeioted for o nomoer ol yeoro, both ae a 
&on>oAeiol ani no an oaeiai. A eeridB ^ tpeeebco followed from all oeotiono of the 
Hoooe endorotag the Law aieoibfcr*o obeercatioao. 

Hrl BRTBVA then moeed a fvrelotieir e^preating ** profoaad lorrow at the and and 
premaiare death of Hr. ffontagn, who ae Under-Seoietaiy and iatfr aa Breretary nt Btatc 
f.ai rendered vesy talnable and oietingniohed lereioe to India. 

Mr. BBTfllfA neat moved that the Oovemment of India ibonid arge upon the Britieh 
ijovernmeBt that efleot be given to the reoommendation of the Lytton Committee that the 
voieting hav apon the admimion of Indian etndento to the Cniveiefty Oflieere* Tmining 
( orpe (In Snghtnd) ebookl be removed. Lord Bowllneony on behalf of the Oovemment, 
ooerpl^ the leoolntioa whloh woe carried. 

The Provident Pond Bill 

(;n the d7TH JABUABV an inter«eting discomion took place on a formal motion 
luovwl by Mr. CBBBaR (Home Secretary) oahing for the conoerrenee of the Oonnoil to 
tne olterationa made by the Legvlatlve eaeemhly in September last in the Bill peemrl 
‘ > t he Coaneil of Bute relating to the Oovemment ann other Provident Fende. 

When the Bill wae pawied in the Coaneil in September last there was a provioioii ’ 
w-liicb enabled the employer to deduct from the aoioont payable to the employee certain 
rURiv of money. It wee laid down that in the case of oontnbotory provident fnnde, 
niat in oaftoe of fands in which both the employer and the employee oontiihoted, the 
rc-ijloyer ** can deduct (a) any amount due under a liability incurt^ by him (employer) 

i. ut rtii exceeding the total amount of the employer** oontributioDB credited to tim account 
«>< t:te employee and of any interrtt or increment which ha§ aociued on Bucb oontribn»iona 
.oui (bj where the employcw has been dismisseil from employment, or where he resign* 
*><1 vine within five year* of employment, the whole or *ny part of the amount of nnv 
>>uch contribntion* (paid by employer), mteicst or increment ** 

When the Bill went down to the Lcgiftlative Aasembly the non-official* deleted the 
clause, that is, the clause which enable* the employer to forfeit the provkieat funn 
contribution of the employer in the case of diunisul or resignation of the employee 
ntJore Ave year*' lervioe. The main objection advanced by non-<Aeialii in the Aiermbly 
‘igaJn^ ^1* provision was that it would he unjust on the part of aa employer to give the 
iDp’oyee a double pnninhment, not only of diamiSBal (aooietimf* without sufficient reason*) 

j. ut aiso of forfeiture of the amount earned for woik. It was farther pointed out by 
;.ou-officiala in the Aaaembly that laboureia were sometime* dismiseed beuuae of their 
.iciDing labour ot^bna.' The Assembly, for these reasons, deleted the second clause. 

Mr. CHAPWICK (SeoretSi'j in Department of Commerce and RaiUayt). in a spirited 
>i«rrch, urged the restoration of this clause, without which, be said, a good Bill would 
tKt(«fue a had law. Contributory provident funds were largely .started by railway 
:v*m}nwlrutiona in the interests of ibeir employees but for obscure rrasoaa the Aascmbiy 

• jtcted (he sound prevision in the original Bill. Employeee were dismissed only after 
. t'Ofiil case Lad been found against theui. No one, be oontendeti was dismissed arbitrarily 

\ H, railway ailmUilatiation and it any tme was dismisseii aibitrarily the remedy must 

• IouimI, not through a Bill of this description, but by other means. Last year eight 
»;>v.i»yt dishuraed Ba. B2 atui nne-fourth lakh* to their employees and only Ba. S6,00(> 

« wiihheld on account ot di«ini«>>%. ard nrdscondnet. like %bft! and ii<t4>rferenc^ with 
\ MV. a pasaengr 1 .-. 



at lAH. *a5l ESfCOURAGBXBNr OP INOUM ARf aoi 

Ykm Ooawil adopted Hr. CiuMiwiok'e tMoeodaeot oeiU a law diMoatioal voioet aad 
tlflTj faatorod tte pcotWao to Om orifiaai Bi IL 

Xaooaiafaaaat of fadiaa Art 

Ob tho S8TH JANUART the Ooaooit of Btale diMoaaed Mr« Haroaa Jaflai*a itiila* 
tiOBaoktog for the ioNMdiate appeiutataat of o onoiiaitcee to formatate a aeheoM of 
oeholarehipaaBd prtoee for ladiaa art eta deati engaged to paintings aenlpinre^ aiohiteetoio 
OBdartiitleeialto TIm aM>eor oaid hie reaoiotlon erne reaUj nothtog hat a tranelattoB 
into pnctical fora of anggo«ttoaa aada bj Sir OcMge Llofd who did ao aaoh tor ladlaa 
Art to iannaetioa with the Bombay SehtiAl of Art. BlrOeoi^ It»yd hae aaggeatod that 
tho Gential GofornaMOt ehoald oMablleb a ** Prise ot Delhi** and that etadenu qaaltf^tog 
to aonlptara and painting, and perhaps in arehiteoinre and ar«iaio oracle, ae wlanor of 
the Prise ahonld be admitted to a oentral insCiintkosk a kind of Vlila Modiol, then to 
reap tho fnlleetaidwMitagee of a perkid of three or four jeare* peiuting and modelling, 

Hn 6BTHNA morad an amendment as an addkton to the resointlon, anggeoting tuat 
a oeniial inititoiion he opened where aob<)ta?ship-holdeie and prise-men ms/ oonttono 
their work for a period of three or tear year*. 

Mr. A. B. LBT' (lodaatrtoe Department St^cretary) mkl that the attltade of the Gof- 
ornment was one of estrease sympathy with the proposals but the Qovernment oonld not 
aoeept the lesolation as it sio^ The amendnsent oompietely altered the aspeot of the 
original resolacion and the Oorenuneat oeaid not commit itself one way or the other on 
this qncetioa with eeeh short notice. 

After farther disoneeion the resolntioii and the amendment wen boiled down to the 
proposition that the Gofernmeat shonld eonsider the ndfiiaid!ity of formnlaticig a sobeaw 
of eehotarebipe and prioee for Indian ari stn ienta engaged to pnintiag, eoolptnn, arohi- 
tretnn and artistic oiafu and to eetablieh a oentini inacitotion when aeholarah ip -holders 
and prissseen may ooatinne their work for a period of tkroe or lonr yean This proposi- 
tion was neoepted by the Goternmeat and carried nnanimoasly. 

Prper Cnrnne/ Aet AsuMndamnt. 

On tho STH f BBBUABT the Coonoii of Sinia^ p o m e d withoit amendment two Bills 
whioh earns mp from the Legielntite Aawmhly. The list was the BUI to amend tho 
Ibper Cnrieney Act, 19IS, in oi.'dor to mise tho p e rn ri e ei hlo liadt of fnveetmrat in the 
Correaey Beaerse from Ba. Hi onrea to Ba. 100 c rotmi, ao that additional onrreuoy might 
he proTided with a stew to pnoent esoaaw re oMewatary etrlagenor daring any busy trade 
season. Mr. McWATTBBB (Finance 8vcr<?tary), who mofsd for oonslderetion of the 
Bill, traversed mainly the argnmenta that bod brm adv an ced by Sir Basil Bisrskett in ike 
Aammkly, He empkeelewd that the BiU was beneScial, aeotmarj and a aafe meaaare. 
intended to deal with the iocroem to trade luat was expeeted as a leealt of foor eonseon- 
tive good atonioooa He added that he recf^unieed that ideas of oarrenoy reform were to 
the air, hot toe fandamentol qoeeiioiia oi this reform oeold not be rushed, and, ns Kis 
Bsoelleaey the Viceroy pointed ont in hie of^niag epeeoh. If world eonditione oontianed 
to imptovo as they had been improving for some tram past then the time was not tor 
distant whoa on nnthoritative oommittoe would bo appointed to loeoumendod the lines 
of onrroaoy roform. The BUI was taken in*:3 ooneideration and paaeed. 

Workmen's Breach cf Coatrset, 

On the motion of Hr. OBEBAB, the Cooneil took into co na ide ration the Bill to repeel 
oartoia ettaetawnts whereby breaebea of oont«act bj lahoaiofft are ponishable eader tho 
Criminal Law. Hr. Crerar empbaaiaad that the BIU wee brooght forward in folfilment 
of the pledge given by the Qovenunent to the Amembly on .two motkme and with the 
approval « the Secretary of Stole. Tbia Bill too was taken into ecnaideimtioo and p o m ed. 

Maul Boioagba Ordinanee. 

On the llTH FEBBUABT the CooneU of State re amembled to dispoae ct two non- 
otte'iol foaolntiona The Brat iveolotion was in th« naow of Hr. BETHNA orgiag the 
expedient of uklag steps to aeonre tho aunalment of the Naul Boroogbs OrdinanCtt to 
which omeat had been givoo by the Governor-General of Sooth Africa. Mr. Sethna did 
not BMvo the reaoliition and in withdrawirg it be more or leas repeated tbe explaantioo 
given bf Sir Detapniaad Saitadbikaii a few daya ago. Mr. Sethaa, wbo was himself a mem- 
ber of the depaiation to the Vioeroy aald ba retnrard qnite oonvineed that tbe Ooveiiuaent 
of India were in right earneet and he toit oonSdent that tbe Vioeroy and bis Government 
wonld tonvc no stone nntnrned till the} brengiit abont an bononrable eetilcmcnt of tbie 
vexed qncsiioa. 

£6 
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BftiftGIrBtapa 8IH0H *« * * riTirflnr H ttii Hitntmmm 

<»)tor»itetbestMgtai«Ctbe UniTtfiiliy Tndn^ Corps *0 os to smsS Hm dcaoAls 0^ 
tbs UnivcrsHks of tiis d<fleiciit Provinoes for glsiiif ttUJtorp trote^ to soeh sf titftr 
Mdsiits 00 MO pbyidooltj o«< fb) to cxteaii to Miben «< tbs Uattorsl^ TboioiM 
Corps the ISOM pritiJsfcs os ore beteg cnisf cd oMbrrs of tbs AosSlisiy Fshk. 

la awriof bis reiolation Kojs fir Hovpal siiB«b add tbs wioos caaotsssals pMSSi 
fiSM iiSM to tNM for tbe foraudioa of toiaaMor osips fid not dsbsr 9mAim^ 
sMbBlMiSB iatotbsss corps bot la firootlee oalp oop few iadtaas got sdaMsa. This 
aaoolted lor obsiniotioa bgr csMsttSfo orders oa ooeiol ooasideroftioBOoroBotisailj felt kw 
ladiiBs. fbsro tssss ae oreaooe for lodisas of odacstloa, otsios sad lastitna to m 
ssliitofy^roinisf of oaj kt^^^Oaly ^ sod iafeatip bsoaebcs sf 

•spa to a aartsta slsss sod tbot too on teodOgsato psj sad with ao stotsn. ^ 
■ahsr CsstsMlteo bod laid stress on tbe impoMBSe el eacoaiaging Ufisenito Corn 
sssd oica the l*iotiBeial GoveraoMads were ass amse to tbeir dsfeleponn. Tbe 
daloeisities :lpi bsssow conMion of tbeir dsttas isoasdi tbeir startents m regards 


obfes nod ospressed tbsir icadlacss to introdaoo oooq^aJso^ traiaiag. It woold bo 
SMBHMsiBasiilke on the part of the asoernsM<ct asS to eaooaiage and fester the wen 
fajpUfente aspiratioae id joaag edaseted Indiaaa fsr tbe defeaoe of tbeir eoaatiy. Tbe 
Oeecflaaieat was pledgfi to carry oat a eehtne of scosad Hae defenoe and there iboald 
be ao bait>b«an«dacss ia cariying It eat. It wn aa adaiitled fact that the Uahreisi^ 
fbaiaiag Corps did not enjoy tbe osne pririJeges, rjgbt* sad eoeoessiODs n did tbe 
AasDIsrp Force. Bo tbsrelore appialed to the OovcraaMBt to aocspt hb iccoanwadatloos. 

Bis Baoelleaey lord RAWLIMSOB said be feaad bbaself ia agrccBMat with sonae of 
tbo seoMMbs erf Bajs Sir Baaapal Siagb. AB tbe toiau wbkh bo bad raised foraod mm 
of the sobjeets foaeliBto by tbe Aosiliaiy and Territotiai Force CoBMittoe. pjesided over 
by Sir J>(dsB 8bca,aada promiaent nesdwr of wbicb was Sir Sivaiwsaiy Aiyer, This 
Coesaittec bid sigaed si aaaainoos report about a fortaigbt ago wbicb 'woold ht poblbbcd 
oa tbo S4^ Febroary. Ctoocladiag, be said ; *• 1 cannot tell yoa wbat tbe repot t oontains 
and wbat the OovcrasMait is going to fio. I Uioald like to accept tbe resoJntion bot 1 
cannot do it now. I sai seloctsut si the tsaie time to oppose it, knowing as 1 do that tbe 
desires of Baja fir Baaipal Singh and bia »ap|«itf iv are arettoa very large extent by the 
propoMda of tbe Coestaittes • 1 iheiefoie moard appeal to yon to have the diicuwion post- 
poned till alter tbe report is publiehed. 

Bvcntoall tbs diseoasion was postponed till a fortnlgbt after pablioatioo of tbe Beport. 

On the leTH FEBBUAIY Br. YAM IB BBAB moved for leave to ifireduce a Bill 
to snend the Inteicot Act, in outer to provide that no creditor, whether of a Mcurctl or 
aoM cored load, abat be entitled to recover bj »ait intcretb exceeding tbe principal amount 
originnlJy lent crdnnt tbe date of aoit, whichever ia lees, and that this prevision ekali 
not apply to naairaotBary mortgagee. 

Hr. Crerar, Boom Secretary opposed the inuodaetion of the Bill, 

Tbe motion for leave to introdene the Bill was lest, 31 voting against it and IS for it. 

Ganges Water Bmialry 

Sir Devapiasad SABBADHIKaBI moved for the appointment of a Committee of mcm- 
bsigof both the ConneU of Bute and tbs Assembly and ofdrfBoials to csaasine and report 
on the questioB of tbo aappiy of Ganges water at and below Mareia and to advite as 
to tbo neoeosary qiaatity of anobatucted water that sboald be allowed to cMape at Bareta 
in Older to meet folly tbo teq«irt«enlo of the eituatien oeatoil to the pilgrim trsffic. 
Sir Bsvapiassd detailed the vmiions etagre of the conuovergj aad emphasised the 
taiportaiMe of an early solatioa from the Binds point of view. 1%e importance of this 
qasitionwassdmficdby LordHaidingeaad rciteimted by Lord Meston while he was 
LIsotc&snt-Govenior of tbo llnitid Frovincco The sobjrci was In the of the 

Govcmmenl of India as tbe Ganges passed tbroegb three Fioviaess. 

Mr. LBT, ladsotrics Secretary, opposed tbe rcsolntion. Ho poiated out that the 
Boiled rrovlactsOevernmeot had iillyconaldcrtd Uic genniae grkvanece ef tbe Bindn 
omnooft V a^ appototsd n committee, which repertrd that a certaio greater percentage 
of wafer sboold be allowed for tbe ooe of pilgrims. A large poiihm ef tbe colUvating 
popolaliOB sad esme public bodies rcsidei«i aenr Barm pretcafed against this decision, 
winob to them meaoi leis of Ba. IS lakha, but tbe United Provirxrs Oovemment 
despite tbe Icaa, agreed to tbe ooodnsions of fbe committee ia order to mtisfy Hindu 
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taihi^ Tbt CbvenuMOt of ladio did not propow to tn^.erfere with that deoitioa heonoto 
lh«|^ mn In o— yto t e ag r ooMo nt with it. 

Tho mnhttiott waa pafe and daelared carried, the Goferafaeot not daiiaiiiK a di? Itioa. 
■aldieii* LItigatioa Bill 

On lha 17TH FBBBUgBT, Xr. CBBBAB Bsovad the ooaaidamtioB o( the Indian 
Baldiafa* Litigation Bill aa paaaad hj the Lagialative jhaaemblj a few daja ago. ▲tier 
espiidBiag lha ehaagaa acoeptad hj the hmmblj in tha Soldiera* Litigation Aot the Homo 
BeMarj pohttad eat that tha geamal parpoae waa to raaove defeota and donbta oantalaad 
In Mm laaaaaia and to bring it into eoBBfonaity with tha Limitation Act. 

Vhe Connell withoat diaeaaaioa agreed ehaagea Tbia aooeptanoe will now be iati- 
BMlad to tha Aannblj, and tha Bill will be taken aa paaaad beoanaa the BUI waa origiaallf 
paaaad in thia Connoil and aent down to the Aaaambly, where a aaleot oommittea waa 
appointod whieb leoomaModed tba chaagea now approved b/ both the Hooaea. 

On the motion of Hr. ORADWICZ (Commeroe Seeretarj) the Cooaeil agreed to the 
iiitfodaotion of the BIU to aaaend the Porta Aot of 1908 regnlatiag the bnakering of 
veaaala with liquid fuel within port liraita. 

Khan Bahador Xbrahiip Raroon JAFFBR then moved a reaolatloo recommend- 
fag fell inveatii^on at aa early date into the mineral reaonrcea of Cbota Hagpnr and 
niging the adviaability of eatabliahing in that diatrfct a aohojl or inatitate of mining. 

Mr. LEY (ladnatrice Secretary) aaanred the Council that the Director ol Geological 
Bnrvw had in hia mind the completion of aurvey in Chota Magpnr diatriot. Thera wna 
t h arator a no apeclal inveatigation neoemary at tliia atage. 

In view of Mr. apeach Mr. Karandikar anggeated an amendment to the reaoln* 
tion. which wee anpporM by Sir Maneokjiie Dedabhoj that the llrat portion of tbo 
rreolntion relating to invemigntidn be dropp^. The aeoood portion about eetabllehing 
a eolmot wae carrM nnanimonsly. 

On the 98BD FEBRUARY Kbai) Bahadnr Ebrablm Haroon JAFFER moved that 
the Provincial Oovemmente be aeked to inveetigate the btmi roftiia of dealing quickly 
and adequately with amatal defeetiven partienlarly of a minor and curable kind. 

6ir Devaprafed Barbadhikari and Sir Maneokjee Dadabhoy gave wholehearted 
enpport to the reeolotioo. 

Mr. Crermr, on behalf of the Ooveromeut of India, undertook to eommunioate to 
Local Governmenta, the proeeedinge on tbia reaointion, with a atrong note of eympatliy. 

Shan Bahadur Ebrahlm Haroon Jager tbank^ membt rn for their eupport of the 
reeolution. and, in view of toe Government's amaranoe and undertaking to oirculele thr 
report of the debate, he withdrew the resolntion. 

Crimioal Law AoMndment Rcpcnl Bill. 

Mr. KARANDISAR then moved for the oonaideratioo of the Rill peeeed by the Aieem- 
bly in September Inat at the inetanoe of Sir Hari Stnirh Goar, repeaiinf: Part II of the 
Criminal Law Amendaseat Aot of ISKW, It will be retoembered that Part 1 of this Act wae 
repealed in punnanec of the report of the Bqircisive Laws Committee. An attempt was 
made by Lala GirdharUal Agarwala in the ftrtt Assembly to get the second part also repealed^ 
bni it tailed. Sir Hari Singh Goar imloced the Assembly to fiaas this repealing Bill in the 
iMt SlnUa session. 

Mr. Karandikar said that under this Act the Government could declare any asiooia- 
tlmi unlawful and tbere wm no provision enabling the association to appeal and get 
Jnetioe, The Aot was pawed in the old Imperial I^islative CoonciJln 1 90S, when Sir 
Mancckjee Dedabhqy had urged that the operation of the Act should be for a suted period. 
Sir Baab Bebari Obow bad urged that it waa for the Ooveroment to show that a certain 
asBoefation waa nnlnwful. After 1911 for some time no insunoe occurred In which the 
Act was aside applieable. From 1914 to 1918 the Defeoe of India Aot waa pot into fbice. 
Then caam the Beforms, which It waa thought would be heralded under fovonrablo coodi- 
tiona. The Bepramive Lawa Committee r eco m m e nded the repeal of this Act, bnt srblle 
the Aral part of it waa repealed the second was allowed to reoiain on tbe statute book. It 
waa n alar on the adminJatration of iuetice and tbe Council of Stale most support tbe 
Asoemb^*e notion. Tbe B epr se ei v c Lnwe Committee had reoomosended that it might bo 
peaiible lor tbe Gover nm ent to undorinke tbo neonwary legislation to repeal thisAet 
daring the Delhi mseWm of 1999. Ite rrpml matt be expedited with tbe eu^ in tbe 
political sitaatfon. Tbore might be tasmacee bore and tbere reqairiag the nee of tbia law, 
bat the oaaatiy •• a whole waa qaitt and eboaid aot be stigmatiasd If tbe continuance of 
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Sir AliMdcr IIITPPIXaK, mho mm pretest to tatepirltetlwdcMt«i MiX 
«l OoftTMcoi oppoMd tbe OMtiOB. Mr. Kotaadikftr, Im mU, Isd ntoiti to tho 
ttrlj biilofy of this en toti ttiii , tmt in did sot atotiOB tbt SmI tfcu ibt old 
OMMiblj In Jtljr, t9t8»ifieet«i tiiniltr aoito of Lola OiidhoHlal dgtnmit. if the 
OoftnuMBt ooold not nainUin praoe bf tbe oidiaarjr law then It mot tiintafai It hf 
opiettl lawik Ko GofersoMBt oonld aSoid to adopt a pott^j of drift and aliow tbe 
Mkoation to grow into proportioiit that wonid rrqairo tbo application of Bartlal Jaw. Tbo 
Aflt to wbieb Mr. Kaijuidibar objected waa aicant to ba aaed onij agaimt tbooea«oeia- 
tlona wbieb endooraged aeto of eiolenoe or iniimidatioDy and wbpM cxieicnee ooMtitnied 
a danger to tbe poblio peace. Ko one eooid Object to aneb a law. Altboagb a Loeal 
OoTcnunent might in aome oeare go wrong, tbe titaation in India mideied it neecamij 
to litain a meaaore of tbia kind on tbe •taente book. One of tbe moat atriking proofa of 
tbia wa? fonnd in tbe fact that within foor daja d tbe Aaaembl]r*a aotioo in peaaing Sir 
Hari Singh OonrHi repealing Bill, a aitnation aroae in JBnrma^in connection with a boyco t t 
aaofement neeeaaitatiug the application of tbia meaaaie. 

Moraofer, aa tbo Repreeaire Lawa Committee itaelf reported, there waa deSnlte evi- 
dence of ceruin organiaatione enconraging aeu of vioicnea and intimidation and in 
19PI it waa fonnd neceeaarj in Delhi to declare certain aeaociationa of voinntcera nnftw- 
fal. ae they bad ivaorted to violence and intimidation and obatrncteri tbe loaeral of a 
oitlicn. The Committee regretted that they conld not at that jnnotnre agree to tbe repeal 
of Part 11 of tbe Act. It might be argned by aome that elnoe then tbe poeition bad 
improved, bat everyone knew the aitnation in Bengal and waa cooveiaant with the griily 
record of Crimea in that province, where mattcra had come to a bead. Moreover them 
waa a dangerona revolntionary conspiracy in India and there was a real danger to India 
from abroad of Bolebevfka spreading seditions literatnre, poisoning tbe minds of peacefal, 
and lawabiding oitisene. The sitnation in Burma and in tbe Pnnjab was snob that tbo 
OovemaMnt oonld not poseibly ngroe to the repeni of tbia Aot If tbia Aet waa lepealed 
then these unlawful aaaoeiations would neorp tbe powere of* the Qovernment and prevent 
p eaocfnl eitiaens from pnrsolng tbeir lawful avocatiniia. At a time when tbe Oovonment 
were dealing with snob difflonlt oituatione they leqnlred the anpport cf tbe ConaelL 
but this Bill waa againat the interests of law and order and tha Conneil of State Bhoakf 
fijeot it. 


Mr. KHAPABDB moved tbe reference of tbe Bill to Solcot Committee, with a view to 
incorpoiate in tbe exieting law a provision so teat tbe applieation cf that law might be 
Jnstified befors tbe Standing Advisory Committee after a eertain period of thno. Boob a 
provisloa woald not only enable tbe Ooverament to apply tbe law on all necemaiy 
bat would not only enable tbe people to feel onre that it waa beiag rightly 
applied. Tbie aasendment waa pnt and loat. 

A number of ssembers approved tbe motion bot Mr. Knrnndibnr anid be mnlntained 
bis attitude becnoee be wns oonvlnord tbnt tbe mistabe of 1P08 mnat now be reeiiSed. 
He woald not take the diaoiedit of withdrawing the Bill but would piew the motion to 
a vote, bseanss it waa time that their fionat eboold deolatn itaelf on tbe qneathm, after 
tee Amembly bad p a s s ed the Bill. 

Sir Alcteadcr MUDDIMAK emphasised that if this Bill waa pressed and ] 
tbo Oovemor-OcDstel most veto it. Tbie wae not a mere molatlon rcco mme te . 
cf tbe law bat it waa Ifgislation and be hoped the Oooneil would rejeet the i 
•a edviaed by Sir Dlneba Waoha, oae who bad promoted liberal ideale in tbia co aniry 
n period. 

Tbe motion for ecnildfintion of the BUI wae pat and loat, ate voliag lor and SC i 
tit 


GAeiftl Discvasioft of the Budget 
On tea t4TB FBBBUCBT tbe ConnoU ef State devoted to the general dimmslse at 
tee BaUvmy badgeA Sir Obarlea laace wae ornent m tee Conneil to ^'easgafte teo 
right of mb to tea debnte **. 

Mr. BBLlq Bengal Obnmber of Comooeroe^ wne tbo Sift to inlliato tbo dfteamien. 
wslooooed eepamtten ef tbe Bailway Snanoe from gen^ Snanee ae d great a d ve m ego in 
teat It would caabto rallwaye to be ran ae a connaeioial propeeil l on. He wanted to kaaor 
teo detailed Infevmation on tbe ivdaetion ef tear enree ia tee valaacf e tes m wbieb wae 
eald to have inofcaaed the capital txpeaditam to that cxtcBA Ibio appoamd te ba an 
nnieaal term and fariber expIanaitieB mnet be fortb-ceming for tea hoge Sgpmu 

Mr. Bell approved of tbe inemeed expenditure in tbe nemtag yearonreiltagefteio 
and maroballing yardo and quoted tbe evidonoo tendered before tm Coal Osmmillia So 
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•vfptrt af Um for otaita wd noMdolUag of j«rd% tt ibo tmilwaji to 

bomtalteooBfwiMooCthosabliOi, Bol he ngiitlod that the aotoHilj for modelltaK 
Ihe itoiBihillfi^ jmidi ia Behar and Qrioia had aok boon eaaaklind ia tbio eoa a e e ttoa. 
AO tkoMMtiaete waogladtIiailheJUUwijr Boaid had dealt geaeioaolj with iffiid 
to doahiiag of liaeo oa E L Ballwajr aad with legaid to eapaaoioa aad imamoneat of 
Bailway workahopo in lefeial parte of ladlOg booaaie ao ^yeteoi of tiaaeport ooald be roa 
witboat grant waetdge of toaaago» anleoi it had oafteieat well-equipped workebopo ia 
which Jtp^ ooald be eoonoodoaUj oanied oat ia the quiekeit poeoible tiaw. 

Sir Naaeokiee DADABUOT took the GKiTemoient oeraraly to teak for aot ooaaol- 
ting the Council of Bute on the adnilteillj hiotoiic itep infO;Tiag what Sir Charlee laaeo 
had deocribed ia the Araeoibly ao aa important ehange in policy. 

** 1 Rdognioe*' Mid Sir ICaoeokii ** the prirllegeo and rinancial obligatioat of the 
Logiolatife Aarambly. If the matter lay eactuoiTely within the jaritdictioa of the 
AaoemUy, 1 for one, wou)d neter take any objection to it, but it it the duty of efeiyoae 
to MO that the priYilegee of the Council of Bute are in no way restricted or aSected. 
Hera wae an impoitant change of policy ineoieing special oontribunon from Railways to 
the general eiehequer, hot this Coanoil wae not even giten the principle of that change. 

1 look upon all members and the Pmddent to see that the rights and pririleges of this 
•npreme legialative body are nerer curuiJed.** 

Proceeding, he oonsidereil the eeheme of separation as possessing distinct adTantages ; 
hot he deprecated the departure of the policy in regard to the terms for construction of 
branch lines, beeauae it would take away a useful form of public investment In Railway 
projecta and the present eonstruetion of smaller lines and created a suniie of disappoint- 
ment among a certain clam of public, who hati hitherto regarded these branch lines as 
mfe and aonnd investment. 

Proceeding, Sir Maneohji approved of the standardisation of locomotives and the 
Indianuation scheme. He recognised that Indlanisation was stow, but he did not objnct 
to it, becauee cfflciency most alto be maintained. He apprtoiatcil the dtffleulties of the 
Oovenunent in this matter, and raoognited that Anglo-Indians should not be overtookrd. 
But be urged that no obstaole ehoold be placed in the way of efficient Indians being 
promoted. Concluding. Sir Maneokji mid he considered the budget as a whole as one 
which h^ out hope for fotura development and expressed gratitude to Sir Charles Innss 
and Mr. Bindley for their industry and exertion in this matter, 

Mr. Lallubhai 8 AM ALDAS also gave his general approval of the Railway budget, 
but be joined Sir Mancckji Dudubhai in the protest to the Oovernmont for tueir not having 
consulted the Council in the stutter of sepuration of Railway Finance. If the Qovern- 
ment were going to treut them like this throughout, then some of tbe prerant members of 
this Couneil would not cars to come in through the next election. Let tbe Government 
tube note of this feeling of thie Council and treat tbie House with greater oonsideration. 
He objected to the Government taking from tbe Railways more than 1 per cent of their 
profits and quoted the analogy of the gaaVantors, known as shroffs in the Banking world, 
beoansd if the Railways were to be run on commercial lines, then there must be iometbing 
kept in tbe Bceerve lor bsd or lean years. He approved of the starting of a traiaing 
school at Chandausi as a right step in tbe right direction, but complained that tbe rate 
of Iwrtianiration wae not wtismetory. He ariud tbe Government to consider the fact 
that tbe ssonn left after spending on renewals and repairs and replacemanta from the 
depradatlmi fond would earn interest, and tberefora thi period of writing off the plant 
should be lesraned. Concluding Mr. Lallubhai urged that there must be oo-opention 
between Battwayt and Hydro-Btactric Com p an i es in the matter of electrification of Bail- 
ways in Urn suburbs. 

Lain Ram SARAH DAS complained timt no Indian has been appointed on the Railway 
Boaid and admd : Wae not Rai Bahadur Balia Bam, Retired Chief Bngineer of Rail- 
ways, who wae considerod fay the Government as aa able smn, a fit person on the Railway 
Boaid f He bitterly complained of the lack of ooovenianoe like waiting sheds aad miSBd 
platforms for third class passengers aad proceeding urged that tbe lyetem of reeervation 
9t OQUipartmeats for particoJar OMomnaitiei should be abolished. He weloomsd Urn 
deeidon to revert to new oonatmtioM on o large eoale, but pleaded for stiengthenlag of 
tbe TmveUittg PoUoe as o asfegnoid agaioat tbe ioeresse of orism on Ralfwnya. He 
drpseoilid tbs feeling on tbe part of tbe Government that members of the Le|d*kRwte 
shoBid not pry lato tbe details of tbs Boflway odministtatioa aad said that tbs Govern* 
asnt must weleoose all bsaltoy oritteiem given with the inisntiim of icmedytag defeeu. 
He n sno i d er od that IndJaniaatioB had not been prooraded with on seme Bailways os cs* 
peeled, and pointed o» that on the Korth-West fiailway especially H bad barn pmoileaUjr 
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ftt ft ftondtltll. Af TCfftrdf tbeftOMMmt of W Iftkfaf mmm lot fWiiw Lee OonBWaB*i 
conecMiont to tiie offioert on Compugr BnUwnji, Mr. Baa finran uuiobieeiftd ’looftloBr 
lar being introdneed in ngnrd lo the emdioflMftte to the eervieii, nnd wnnifll tft know 
why the tttftte ibonld pnj lor the oMeen of Coapnafft flniiwftjft Conelnding.lMftlMNMbt 
that if the new terms lor the eoaMraetion af the ft r aa o h iinte did not work oseli, then 
there most be a reconsidemtion of the <|neition. 

Sir Deva Prasad SABVADHIEaU oompii meftted the Railw»jr member and the 
Chief Commiasioner on their admirable work in regard to the separation oC llailwfty 
dnanoe, bnt oodtesieci the argnment that the logislatnre should not dictate in mnttem of 
details of Hail way administfatioo. 

Sir Dera Prasad also joinod Sir Maneekjee in the protmt that the OovemamBt bad 
not oonsolted the Connoil in the matter of aepaiatio^ and teeideutally asked wby not a 
word had been mentioned in thin Ceaneil nbont the pnbiieatiaBi of the Reforms Emqtairj 
Committee report, while an ftaaenneenient on this had been made by the Oofomamnt to 
tbe other House t This kind of ignoring on the port of the Qoeefnment was not fair to 
this Honse which ha«l inpported the Oofemment (Langhter^ He endorsed the other 
obserfstiouB of his non-official ffienda aa regaida Indianiaatioa and gnemnees of tUid 
clam passengers, as also tbe new terms for oonstroetion of feeder iinea. 

Conclnding Sir l>i‘va Pmmd tefened to tbe Howrah Bridge and snid that Onlenttn*a 
trouble was lack of money. Even if tbe Bengal Ooremment was not wide awake in this 
matter, as hail been alleged, the Railway Board might come in and eoMtonet n Railway 
Bridge between Howrah and Mldah. 

Hr. HINDLKY, Chief Commimioner of Rnilwnys, thanked the Connell for tbe 
appreciative refereucea to the work of the llatlway Board in connection with the sepamtioo 
of Railway Unauce from general Hnance. ilefarring to the remarks of Mr. Bell, Mr. 
HindJey said that the Ooremment w*oald make erery endravour to spend the 80 eroras 
set apart for rehabilitation of Kail ways. Tbe improvemenU had already commenced and 
would be pushed through as speedily as possible. Regarding tbe complaint that provision 
had not been made for construction of yards in Bihar nnd Orissa collieries, Mr. Hind ley 
lefened to the* statistics to prose that during the last eight yenrs they bad spent nltogetber 
nine crorcs of ruiiees in improving the facilities in coal fields and very large improvements 
had been made in marketing yanis. Loading of coal during tbe last few years had 
tieen higher than at any time in tbe history of coal trade and this fact showed that 
Ooverniucnt ha t not neglected the matter. Regarding the plea for more powers to be 
given to Agents and Managers, Mr. Mindley said that deoentraiimtion was tbe key-note 
of the work of the Railway Board and their relations with tbe Agents and Mnnngers bot 
in tbe presimt transitii'n p.rioil there might be cases whick a mao in the atreet might 
regard as uimec«;ssaiy interfere nce, but tbe Agents and other rvpreaentntives of Railways 
who were present at the last itailway Conference m Simla never made any complain on 
the score of interference even when they were nsked to esprert their grievanom. 

Referring to Howrah Brkige Mr. Bindley said Calcutta ought not to be baiting 
betwtieu two opinions on tbe question but must take a decision and constroot the bridge 
which would cost six crores which was not a large sum when compared to aevcral erores 
spent by tbe Bombay Qovernmeut in connection with tbe development sehmci. The 
Government of Imlia was doing its best to offer to Calcutta its assistniioe bnt they 
oonld not give financial help to conatrnction of Howmh bridge. As rrgaida open wagons 
for carriage of coal, the Government of Indii wonld wait fur the report of theCoai 
Committee before taking any definiu decision* Tbe Railway Board waa now esamintog 
into the possibility of revising a certain of their workshop services on a temporary basia in 
order to oonitruct coaching stock and provide for fester number of lower elaas stock 
and if Ibis waa done they would be able to go abend with their prognumNiL Coapet 
were being nrcvldad not only in upper elaasea stock bnt nlao in third eiam ato^ 

The tenool at Chadnaai wonld be to Main tbe aaboidinate staff on Rnllwnya, 
primarily with the object of improving tbdr eflteiency and give them opportaaitisi ^ 
naderttaading their wo^ which waa of a technical ehaimcter. They wonld have elamm 
for yoaog offioeri who wonld be toatraeted to all the aapecte of tiaia worktog and 
traasportatioa worktog. In additioa, probalionary tiaflie offioen woald be tiatoed at 
the school and tbcgr woald get pfaetieal tiaintog on the Railways as well. 

There was no jnstiffeatloa for abaadoaiag the present main station of IMhi beoaaae 
a new city waa being arceted at BaWaik Tbe asaia Matioa woald oarry on tiafle lor 
maay yean bat aa and wkn tiatto to Baiotoa inorcaaed, they woald peo^o now 
faeilHiei to sseet them. They were not provkitog lor thooe faeilitleo at prewnttoRairiBa 
beeaiae there was no need for tbem aaw. Fboilitin woald grow with the volamo of 
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pMMifvi' tmfie. In any oaae then wm no iuttificatioa for abandoning the preient 
■udaSliOB of Delhi. 

Sir Chariot 1NNB8 replying to the debate taid thm wae no idea on the part of the 
Qoeonunent el ehotring any diareepeet to or oaating tier upon the Cooneil of State 
Wy not placing before them the reaolntion regarding the eeparation of Kailway ftnanoe. 
Initattere of tbit kind which afleeted both bnaincoa and finanoia! inteieeu ihb Council 
wat in a better petition to adeiae the Qofernment than the LegfolatiTe Aaoembly. II tlie 
Oovemment did not oontnlt the Connoil it wtt becante thty tboogbt they had got the 
approval of the Coaneil to the principle of the toh^me when they ha«l obtained from 
fte membert of thit Connoil who were on the Central AdYiiory Connoil their approval 
to it. Moreover in the^ budget debate laet year eeveral apeakers including Sir Maneokiee 
had aopported the principle of the aeparation of the Kailway bodgeC. If the aetnal deuila 
of the aebeme had been brought only to the Legialative Aaaembly it waa beoauae that 
Honae waa the body whioh bad power to aagotion espenditnre. There waa however no 
intention on the part of the Government to abow' diatespcct to tbia body. (Applauae). 
Befbrrlng to the oritieiama about the new policy in regard to branch linea. the Kail way 
Member aaid the terme were out of date and nobody would come forward with money 
for finaneing theoe linee on thoae ierma. They had therefore to reviae the ruJea in the 
diieotion of greater liberality. 

Sir Maneokjee Dadabhoy had aaid that a time might oome when Qovemment 
might not find it poaMble to raiae money for tbeae linea. If that time ever came then 
the Government of India would be prepared to oonaider the matter. The new policy 
wae beet anited under the cirenmatancea of moment and they could review it from time 
to tiaae in the light of ezperienoea they would gain. Keoordaof Kail way Board wero 
fnll of applioationa from Jo^ Qovernmenta asking for oonatrnction of branch lines. 
The new terms were that if any local Government found it difficult to raise money for 
the oonatroction of a line whioh though not remunerative yet was required for adtnmiaira- 
tive Tfoamia then the Government cd India wonki certainly eonatruot the line provided 
tho loenl Government waa prepared to goaiantee the inteieat on their money. This waa 
n Mmple, boaineaa-like piopoaition and local Govornmenta had given their approval lo 
it end then wen aeveiml applioationa for oonstmetion under tbeae terms. 

Rignrding argnmenta for deoentraliaatioa, Mr. Hindlqy had given fnll reply, but 
he fSir Charles Innei) added that Oovernnwnt did not depreonte hcnlthy critieiam of the 
laglilntiie hot did certainly mind qneationa and reaolntioiie likely to in|ore the diacipline 
nnd proper working of Bnilwaya. If the legielatnre took op individual cases like alleged 
iuetoaMioas and diamiasala etc., then certainly they would paraiyae the initiative and 
Minliinnj of Railway administration. He waa glad to hear from Sir Maneckiee Dadabhoy 
ahair ladiaoiaation that effioioney most be their watchword. That was what Government 
wM.«t 7 iag_t. do ond it would follow that pollqy while giving effect to the Lee 
ftnmmiarimi’a reeommendatlooa fpr 76 per oant. Indiana in Bailwny aervioea. 

Badnotta of third ciaea tnre had bean urged but ndeetion of even half a pie would 
mna a ion of Im and a half eroree. It wonld bo no aae nmking reduction uolem they 
wen nble to oany inoreaind traffic. 

Ooneinding Sir Charles Innet said:—**! have no feaia for the future of Indian 
Railwaya if only tha Central Legialatnreadherea to iU propoaitiOttB and trust the Railway 
Beard and the Government. Then' 1 amoonfident that as the time oomea, Railways will 
henaam men and aaore eflioient inatrament for trade and comm e ro a. " (Applaoae). 

After the tpeacb of Sir Charlea the general diaonasion of the Hallway Budget came 
to fin end. 

OntheSSTH FEBRUARY Mr. Sbrahim Baioen JAFFBB moved the first resolution 
reoammading that Looal G over n ments ahonla be diieoted to iaelnde a repreaeautive 
of the tanveiling pahlie clcoied by iceognM Paaaeaffar Aaaoelationa in the Railway 
Adnmy Oommitteea in proviaeinl hcadqaanara. Mr. Jadhr, in a abort speech, reviewed 
the aathritieo of the Railway Panangen* Proteethm Boalety ef India which, by represen- 
ta t h m a tar tha aavenawnt of ladiUi brought the looai Adviwry Oommitteea into 
ndamnai^ and aaid tha dtimnnil ha now made foe tho lopwoentation of P uasa ng er^a Aiaoeia- 
ttaha waa enl^ a naoamaiy ooroUaiy. If aopMsatativea of Paaaengert* Aameiations 
wen apoMntad, tha loeal Adyiaary Cemadttee weald b aeam r more wminK 

MihtnUahhatWanaliiaiL wha waa feram^ pnMdent at tha RomUy Advisory Com« 
■Mjk wmmM 

K MHM, ft mtaHUt il thft MMim rriMlWn, poialid oat tt«t ob that Corn* 
■Wwe— i li J y ft ia,ii Ma l a> lai «t tha faawagaft AMo iil a WBB , wkow MMOMkm. 
mnaundtal^ atmdid ta^ 

Mi. Anviak. rmamfrna Reantaiy, append the melatiaii aa bdng a a ne e w ta r y^ 
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A fiwt d6»l ol ktltade, he wfal, wm gfeea aft p y —ft to the loeal Oo — ht e i^ whkh had 
oooM Into esiiteiioe oalj 18 noatha ago. The Ooreftnanaft eC ladia ahoold aoft m mob 
tie ftiMBi at rqpiRled the aeleetfon of aMahem Er, Haioon Jater payed hie motatiea, 
whiob wao refeefted. 

Hail Cbowdhrj .Mahomed IBM AIL wifthdrew hie icoplatfon for the ledaetioii of Third 
aad later-Clam Area oo the railwajra to their pre-War terel, in Tieir at the geaeral dia- 
eaaakm on the Baliwaj fiadgrt the daj before. 

Mr. Haroon JAFFEB then aaoted for the appointment of an expert coBaaitteo to oon- 
aider the ad viaabiiity of reshaping many of India's moa important waterwaja in order 
to provide heavy water transport to her innermost doorsii aeenrity of the land againat 
eroaion, reoiamation of land and tidal power for eiectrio aehemea. 

Mr. Ley, iminatriea Beoretary, oppoaed the reaolotion which waa rejected. 

On the 28TU FEBBUABY the Conndl of State tnmftU down a nca-oflieial Bill 
paaaad ^ the Aaaembly in the teeth of Oovemment oppoaitkm. Sir D. P. S^BA- 
DHlKABl apoosored Mr. Nf!ogy*a Bill to do away with rpe reaervation of Railway 
compartowttta for Europeans and Agnio-Indiana. He was sop^rted by Mr. Khaparde, 
while opposed by Sir Maneck jee Daribbhai and Mr. Ismail Chandbnri. 

Mr. CHADWICK declared that the present law was flexible to snit altering oondi- 
lions. The proposed change wonld only impose nndne reatrietions on Railway oompani^ 
rognriding arrangements for the convenience of paimngers. The Bill was rejected. 

The Connoil next passed the Aymbly President's Salary Bill. 

On the 28TH FEBRUARY before Mr. McWATTEBS presented the Qencral Budget In 
the Oonneil of State tb% President annonnoed the result of the elections held for the 
at aaembera to ait on various Standing Advisory Committee attached to various departmenai 

TH2 FIMAKOIAL STATBMBVT 1926-86. 

Mr.' McWATTEBS then delivered his Budget s pee ch , which lasted 40 mbrntOL The 
amuMmosmenU hf the snrplus, of the remimion of Provioeial oontribntions to Madras, 
the United Provinoes, the Punjab and Burma, and that Bengal would getalartlier 
leaiaaion of contribntion to the extent of Be. 88 lakhs for the next three yearn were 
reoeived with cheers. Mr. Bell and the Baja of Digapathia applanded the stateaaeat 
that the import duty on petrol had been lednced to 4 as. a gallon and Mr. Biaa 
All and other members showed their apprcdiation when it was deeJaied that the 
lalamia College, Pabawar, was among other insiitntions to receive financial aid. 
Concluding the Financial Secretery observed We hope the comer has been tamed 
and that we are .actually advancing on the road to social pagreaa. Local Oovemmrnta 
will now have an opportunity to develop industry, agrionlture, cdnoation and sanitation 
and such other eer vices as will lead to enlightenment.** (Cbeera). 

The speech of Mr. MoWaiters contained noaeroas figuy without any reference to 
nola and was delivered with such ease and clcaracm that officials and non-officials jidned 
In WArmly congratulating him. 

Beerultment to Public Services. 

On the 2KD MARCH, after interpellations, Byed BAZA Ali moved that early eteps 
hi to modify the existing eystem of reemitssent for public services on the followi^ 
lines 

(a) A just and adequate share in public servioee whether recruited by competition or 
•election should be fixed for the Muslim oonununitj. 

(b) In case of arvioes reomited by comprtition partkalarly, the Indian OiviJ and 
Polioe Services, two lists of sucoetiful candkhRes, one lor Mon-Mnslai candidates and the 
ofther for Mnsliffi candidates, should he prepi^ and from each list as many ****««“**— 
as tlNfu nay he vaoanoies available for the men on that list, should be chosai in the 
ada of merit, and 

(0) A minimum standard of qualiflostfon should be preeeribed and no csndidaa who 
fails to atMy saoh standard should be alcctcd for appotaitment. 

Mr. Basa All said he would not have bright this rcsolatiou but for the convIeHon 
that it woaid eoablo to lemovo Bsaeh of uapleaantnea that existed helweas the two 
oommaaitieii. This resoUstioii, .if p ss ad , weald remove the approhenMons of the 
Mabomedan ooounoaity M to ia f ntua in a self-govemiag India. It won tbt duly of 
non-Muslims to support this realitton and atisfy the MnslUns. just m it was thodn^ of 
Moslims to aaare their Hindu friends that ia their rdstion with their oo-wMglmHsfs ia 
ftir^gn ooaatrieB, they would ^see Hw interests of India fint and OQuunanal eoaMdera- 
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tioM aint Hr. Bua A!i thn raTtowad th« htafeorx of the IlfltUa demud. Wlm Lord 
MIbIo wm Vimnj u iaflantiel depotatioii oonsiatlng of rapiewautive tfoelime la 
India l epw e n te d their (riefoaoea ead eepoate lepreeeacotioa «aa ereeted la the Miato- 
MoilejBctoram. This eel ICoMolmu feen ol feet for seme Ume. Hed it not been for 
the Lnckaow Poet of ldl6, Moamlaane eroald not hate helped to briog the Befonne 
Bche e ae into czielenoe. The principle of this peel wm eeperate representation in legis* 
lotive bodies. Bnt os legatds eerrloes, the first commission appointed was in 1886 and 
the qnestlon which he (Hr. Base Ali) raised even then for the oommission stated that by 
open competition thej wonld be onlj erelnding some important claBses of India and give 
ondps benut to ether oommnnities, especialljr the Hindns who hod an earlier start in 
University edncotion. The some question ftgnted again in the deliberations of tbo 
Islington com'uissioh which also mi^e similar obMrvstions as regards the effect of 
nnrestrieted competitive examination. Bot nnfortanately the oonditions wbich existed 
in 1918 obtained even to-dsj. Since the examination for recruitment for the I.C.S. hod 
been held in India, not a tingle slohomedan hod been appointed. This was the reenlt of 
the operation of the competitive principle. He at the same time admitted that the 
position wot not so bod in the Imperinl Police Service where (Government had oxeroieed 
their power of nomination more libcmtly. Unless they fixed a oeruin standard for 
Mntlims that eommnnity wonld go nnrepreseoted in the services. Fortnnately. this 
principle was in force in the United Province!. Dr. Parau)pye in his presidential address, 
at the lost Lncknow session of the Liberal Federation endoraed the introdnotlon of 
certain minimum percentage in order to see that backward eomnnuitics did not snBer in 
compeiitioa. The Legislative A se em bly hod diacassed this qoestion several times. On 
one occasion Sir Malcolm Hailey, in accepting a resolution in an amended form declared 
that the Qovemment would eee to prevent prepondemnoe of any one class or eommnnity 
in the aervioee nnder the direct control of the Qovernment of India and there wonld te 
no overweigbtog of one provinee or oommnnity. Not only the Oovernment bnt also public 
men in India stood committed to adequate represenution of minority interests. The 
position in the Imperial Services was far from satisfactory and eflorts must be mode to 
redress the grievnnoes of Muslims. 

Sir Alexander MUDDIMAK on behalf of the (Government mode nn Importnnt unonnoe- 
ment and at the some time expr e seed inability to accept the resolntion. He admitted 
this was the most important snbj^ beeanae, whntever their (Government might be in 
fntnre, the aervloea which were the bunds of the Government must be eflelent nnd nothing 
conld be done to Impair them. When he referred to the servloes, he referred to both 
Bnropeans and Indians, who bod set an admirable example of Integrity aii’i public spirit. 
How that the Lee Commimion'a recommendations bod been accepted, it was natural that 
there should be uziety in some quarters Sbont the effect of the changes. The (Govern- 
ment of Indio, in giving effect to their policy, remark that the Indian element in all 
grades and bruefaes of administration mnst rely primarily on their measures for rsornit- 
ment. What was offered to the new icerqit, whether Indian, European or whatever race, 
was a carver open to talent and once admitted to public aerviees, his fbrtunss lay in hit 
own handn ue roost not rely for odvucement on favour or favouritism, bot on his own 
industry, energy ud capacity. Promotion must go bj merit and selection for poset 
requiring special qualifications most be determined by strict regard for the necessary 
qoalifioatiims and general public intereet. As regards the existing members in the 
aervioee. Sir Alexander Muddiman mode it clear that Ipdianisation would not be by the 
door of enpereesaion. 

Prooerding, the Home Member eakl it was clear that the Government should not rush 
to msAe changes In the system of reemitment ; bot there wss no doubt that the standard 
of efBeienoy mnst be maintained. That was the principle from which they could not 
deport. Sir Malcolm ELailey bad mode it clear in the Assembly In the debate on a similar 
reeolntSon that in making new reemitment in the eervtoes nnder the control of the Govern- 
ment of India, steps wonid be token to seenre that the services were not nndnly over- 
weighted with represenfatives of anyone eommnnity or province, nnd os far ns possible, 
the clnims of the commnniticB wonld be oonsldered. In the competitive examinaiioo held 
to Allahabnd to 1983 and 1984, 46 Indian eandidotca were snoeeasfnl, bnt there woe 
no Mahomodon. Bnt the Government exereiied their power of nomination and out of 
ebfht appointed nnder the proeees three were Mabommednns. In the Police 

■ervicenlMontof 87cnndidnfeseBoeeaafn] to the competitive exnminntion to 1988 and 
1988 eiUt were Mahossodans ; bet nndef nomination two Mahemadana were token. The 
nanltoof theexasstoatiimdidcallforfeflectloo. The position at present was snmmed up 
m the ntaMlttteiy nimetpiioiiable formnln aooepted bj the Aaecmbly oltbongta it wne 
aegatlveiy worked ; bnt the trouble toy to applying tbnt fonnnto nod be did not see how 
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tbcy eoold prevent ever-weigbtisg of one oonannitj no tlie deeirioo vne in the bnndi of 
tliote who Applied foi admlMioii; hot cboe Boat be o gcnenil lift and not a eepAiAte lito 
And wbAt woe Mre iapoitAat tban the teet of fiMiiwAtien wan the Uot of ebaiaeter. 

Continning Bir Alciander aaid adait there if need lor fdcqnate repireenlatioii 
of the ainoritj oofunnaltki ; bet we eannot impair tSUatnej of the aerrloef by admitting 
penona not qoalittcd. We do eontcmplate eitcnaioo of tbepreaeni ariangcment to lecare 
reprewnttiion of the miooritj inusteaia provided there ia adequate qnaJifiGation. At 
preaenty we reaeive one-tbiid of the vaeanciea in the I.C.8L whieb will be lilieii by direct 
jeenaiiment in India. To leurem ineqnalitiea we propoae in fntare to reaerve one-tbird 
of the whole of Indian reermtaaent. We ahali, aa in the paat, normallj appoint olBoera 
bgr obaerving the reenlta of oompetiiive ezaaiaatlena. If the reaalu are atiifaeunj, we 
aball be in no difionlty. If not, we ahali icaort to the proocaa of nomination. We abalJ 
nominate aa far aa poaaible to them vaeaneioi candidatca who aat for the competitive 
oiamination and attained the adequate atandard. If there aip no aueh eandidatm we may 
have to adopt other mea n a of obtaining them, if we cannot obuin candidatea with 
adequa t e qualihoation we aball not appoint them. Bcgarding the other three AlMndia 
aervioea (Polioe, Bnginoering and Foreat), we ahali aamikiiy leaarve one-third of the total 
vmoanoiea (applauae). Concluding the Home Member pointed out that the atatement 
ho had made moat go far towarda 'meeting the wiaboo of Mr. Bam AH and advlaad him 
to withdraw the reaolotion. 

On the 8RD MABCH the Connell of State paaaed without diaenmion the Cantonmenta 
Aet Amendment Bill at p aa ae d by the Aaaembiy. 

On the Btotion of Mr. Crerar the fiooae agreed to a kmall verbal alteration in the 
Bill to amend the Prioona Act aa p a aa ed by the Aaaembiy. 

The OoonoU agreed to the changca made by the Aaaembiy to the Obaoene Pnblioatione 
Bill. Bir Mancekiee Dadabhqy maiuteined that the ebangea made by the Amembly were 
■uperflooua bat it had become t^e faahion of the Aaeembly not to aooapt any Bill peered 
by thia Honre without aom«/ change or other. He did not» bowever, like to oppow theae 
nnneoeaaaiy ckangm becaure tmt would neoeoaitate a joint aeaakm of both the Honae. 

Beatriotion of Opium to Mudioal ConanmptiOD. 

On the 4TU MABCU, In the Council of BtatCy bir Devaptund BABBADHISABI 
moved that early atepe b4 taken to aee thot aa lar aa poaaible only medicinal ore of 
opiam ahoold be oounteoi^oed ia India and that the Oovernment abonld confer with 
ropreaeatativm of all aeoiioaa of the people aa to how rmtriotiOB to medicinal ore ooold 
be carried out in praotioe. 

The mover mid thgt thia queation bad amn a re d an aeuto form aa a reault of the 
Oeaeva Conference. He did not wiab to challenge the whole of the opium poncy of the 
Government but to deal with the rettriction of actual coneumptkm aa far aa pomible to 
medical aecda. Mr. Campbell. India*e reprerentative at the Geneva Conference, made 
A reaervation when be mid that the GovernaBent of India ooold not oonaent to reatrict 
tba cultivation of opiam to medical and aetentifio requiremeata beoaum in India the 
drug oonld not bo thua reatricted without great faardabip. It waa tbia atatement to 
wbiob be <Bir Devapraaad) objected beoaum it wue preoiaeiy wfaut wua contained in Lend 
Hardinge'a deepaioh of Ibll and which bad now becouw the fpott of the Govexn- 

moat of India on the eab]Mt. In that dmpaiob it waa ataled.: “Bon-medioahuem 
an ao interwoven with Bttdicaluam that it ia not pomibio to draw a diatinetioii between 
ahem. It ie not n ec eamr y that the growth of the poppy and the mannfaelare and mio 
of opium ahoold be prohibited caorpt for medical parpoaea. Whatever may be the erne 
ia other eoontrtae, centarioa of eipertenoe have langht the people of India diaentte 
in the uaa of tba drug and ite miaaie ia a n«giigibiu feature in Indian Iffe.** 

Mr. MoWATTBBSy on behalf of the Qovreammtt oppoaad the reaointian aa being aa- 
aeoeBmiy and ilttailed tba atepa which ibo Govenment wen taking ia tbadireetta 
deaiied. Speaking on the eitenal aapeot of Iko queoticoy Me. MoWatteaa pointed out 
that the Government bad by the agreement of mil ptwbited the oapoit of optam to 
CbinOy bat tbeio bad been a lecrodcreeaoe of opiam oultivatimi In Ghimi iteeU; with the 
xeanlt that opiom waa grown more ia (Aina than perhapa ia any other pan of the woild. 
The Governmentol India then TCUtrloted the tipati of Indian opta to oAar Far Baatein 
mmketa. The etcoi of thia icatrictlon waa that iaatcad of fMOO dMate yteteing Bn g 
omcaitvcaoeiaibl^ there waa the mla of ot^ IJM ohema ytehUnt Bn MlyOOyOOO 
In the oarieat year. Then, aearemit of the Bagmi Canventteny India ado^ a qfWi 
by whloh no opiam waa eapmicd ea c rp t under Iteeaaa of the Qovaammt of tho impoftlag 
oootiUy. Tie Govetament were tadcnvouitei to ooiy oot this polity andtheGovon- 
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Oa the of Mr. CBKB AB the ladtea Priioaa Bill, giTla( cfleet to eettain tceiMl- 

■endatioot of the Jail Ceomiltee, wee paaed. 
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After thankiag tlie OomHuidcr*ls-Cblef for rodoolof the Mflftaiy 
Mr* Bethoe eoeeptaiaoil thee In the Bndfie Bcnfol hod tan nadnl^ feoMfod and ftli 
pnitlnlHp of Sir Beeil towaide Bengal nifght be doe lo tbefta tta be m mm ta l%bt 
of dej In Cnleatui. Bet thle poitlnlltj wee bejond ooMpfeheneion wta the (Inier— enf 
of indie did not know whether there wonld be isrplaeee in* the nest two jeen or not. 
Bombey bed been treated ae a etep-ehlld although like Bengal ahe had been ehunoarlng 
for re? leUrn of the Ifeeton eettleaeot andcr wbieb tbe Katloa-boIhUng departanti were 
praetleally arreited for want of fonde. Bombay was an indoetrial prorinoe and In a 
nomal year tbe anoant of Inoometas and Super tea eolleeted in ft waeabodt one thinl 
of the total of tbe Whole of India under that head. A fair peroentage of thia colleotlon» 
Mr. Setbna claimed, wae urgently needed for Bombay to enable tbe Tranaferred Depart- 
menta to progreea aa they ongbi to. If more cotton milla of Bombay bad not gone to the 
walla than now, it waa becanae they laid by reaervea daring the boom period ; bat now ao 
beary were their lomee that Mr. Bethna feared that the Inceoae tas and Super Us 
reeenoe from the Bombay Preeideney muat drop by far more than a croze of mpeea Irem 
the aretage in a normal year. 

If Bombay waa left in the cold in the matter of relief in proeineia] oantribatkm, it 
bad fared worm atill on tbo rnbjeot of cotton eseim. Thia duty waa an obnoxiooa one 
and one of the greateit wronga done to tbie eonntry under Britieb adminietrntion nnd wne 
a etanding blot on their financial policy. While relief wae being afforded from tbe 
■arplna to noma of the prorincee in their contribution and aleo to tbe aerTiom in higher 
pay and emolnmenta in accordance with the Lee Commimkm*! reoommendatioai^ aoainat 
the wisbee of tbe people, the Finance Member did not ebooae to make even n peming 
reference to this moet vesationi tas. 

Mr. bethna proceeding eriticirnd the poliey of tbe Oofcmment in writing off ao large 
a ram ae 4SS croree made np of 8S lakbe, being dieoonnt chargee on tbe IMS lean 
and 8*41 erorce of loan# and adtancea u the Penian Ootemment. Tbie polky» ^ 
laid, waa contrary to what Sir Baail Blackett himaelf adeoeated a year ago. Tbeaam 
of 8*41 croree waa entirely the look-oot to be repaid by them and ft mnat therefota be 
•track off from India'e enepenM account. He mentioned theee iteme with a view to 
•how that if only tbe Ootemment bad had tbe will, ft oonld bate caally repealed the 
Cotton Bsciee duty and earned the gratltnde of the nation and rcmoted the anapinioB 
that tbe doty was oontlnned to help Lanoaabire at lndia*a expanee. If tbo Labear 
Ooternment bad tan now in power, they would bate done joatta to India in tbie 
rmpect. Possibly opposition to the remotai of this dnty at present ndgbt hate oonra 
from the preeent Coniertatite Ooternment. In this connection Mr. Bethna raggcsited to 
His Esoellenoy Lord Beading %o disonm this point with tbe SeoreUiy of Blau when be 
yronld be in England on leate. 

Mr. Betbna that tbe Ooternment bad not redoced tbe Onalaae duly on 

motor car in spite of a nnlterial desire to that effect. Motora were not a Insaiy, bot 
a neeemity and Mr. Betbna quoted tbe tiews of tbe Chairman of tbe Tradee A m o da tl on 
delitered in Oalentu aometime ago, Tbe apeaker objected to tbe tas not being letled 
on tbe importetion of silk, matcbci^ etc., in tbe Indian Btatee thnt had an opening to 
tbe tea and which paesed them on to Brftiah India disboneatiy. Tbe continnntion of 
biglier postal rates was a misfortene. 

Ootanding, Mr. Betbna referred to tbe Ooternment propoeal to refaad dnty to 
cerUln protineial Ooternmenta in reepeot of tbe pnrehnae of euree by them Govonunnitn 
onteide India 'and urged on tbe Ooternment tbe neoeesity of coneolldation ef Stous rnkn 
Utdring a deliberate poliey to eecnre tbe Indian Indostrim a lair chanoe of raeosra 

BIr Mancdkjee DADABHOT oongralalated tbe Finanea Member lee pwmaflng a enrpta 
Budget, bat the aurplne bad tan achieted after a raonririon of year. In wmob bratyr 
Uxations were impmed. Except tbe fact that eoateme ttrmm had tanraad by 
B*yt crores, there biftpiot been a general responae In the matter of Unde an antWanUd 
by tbe Vinance Member. The Textile Industry waa etill pnaeing tbxong^ n .onlfenl 
period and was litlng on ite monroea If tbe altontloB. oontlnned, be fnuod n tiBfbln 
oriaia might lennlt in ladU The mrploa of 8*84 erone p wn enUd by tlm ftannn 
Member, did not lepnwnt the trne pioeitioo. It bad been ntrited aft by maklBf importnat 
modtflcntloBi in the finamdal pdta of tbe Goteramat. He feiled to nndmMaad Mm 
expedleiiqy of the pollqy of orrltta Nf cigbty-iwo iakb% bong dIeBonnt Obn igm of ItlB 
lean and 8*4l eroiee of Joann and ndtnncee to tbe ItaUn MofomMi&t ftadiaso 
added to 8*84 ororea of larplaa^ bronght the total figure np to rnnat mntm tImQmmm 
ment of India ought to bate ntliiied tbie amoaat not only taimnimimiflf BwelMM 
oontribniioaa, but also to remoring ositain impaste wblob were legerdid bf tkn ensaftiF 
ae wholly ni^net. Be did nut gndge tbe rrmimiim of eontiltatan to Mdm% iXiftid 
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PiovtoM^ Pmiiab tad Bmma. and even «o Bogal, beoMit it wu tlN poUqr al Ih* Qofvta- 
awot t» work gimdoaltj to tbe estlaotioii ot tbe oontriMioiii, Imt it wm tte «m»I piaetloo 
whmm MTplot oeoomd that thegaaeial taz-pajar suit ^ tht ailaaatiifB In the ahajM 
af a ladaetioa of tax. Thera, howoTer , appeared to ha no h^ lor it thia year, nor in tm 
OMBing three yaara^ if the policy of the Qovemment waa not to afford relief to the gaoaial 
tax'payar till the Provinoial ooDtribationa trere wiped oft. Than it waa a policy that 
waa open to aeriooa objection not only in thia Uooae hot aloo in the country at large. 
did not aea why 78 lakha ahonld be kept in reaerre while the eaiimait of tbe revonue for 
the nest year had been placed on tbe moat cautioua^eatimate and while the €k>rernnwnt 
had already kept up their tJeerea a aurpina of i‘25. The country had a right to get back 
thia money in tbe form of aome relief to tbe general taz-payer. A anrpJua of 78 lakha 
againat poaaible diaappointmenta waa not joatilied and if the time came for reapportion- 
ment of this aom a rery large portion of it ahould go to Bombay which bad a aopcrior 
claim. Aa one who bad aigned the majority report of the Fiacal Commimio^ Sir 
Maneekjee Dadabhoy aupported the claim Sor redaction, if not imnieiliate abolition of 
Cotton Exdse Duty which waa promiaed by Lord Harvlinge. He waa glad that a anm of 
4*78 crores had &en proYideil for reiuction or aTOtdanoe of public audit Thia policy 
would raiae tbe credit of India in the world. He waa aorry that there had been ill* 
conoeifcd oppoaition in the Aaaembly to tbta policy, but he aaaurcil Kir Baail Blackett of 
the anpport of thia Gonncil in thia matter. Sir Maneekjee Dadabhoy eompbiin<xt tha^ 
•oper-taz had been kept very high and in thia connection promiaed (be Finance 
Member anpport of thia Council to any meahure to prevent evaaion of the tax. The 
eoper-taz h^. alienated the commercial community of India iuciadlng the Marwari 
commnnity from the Qovernment. It waa deatructive of indaatrial initiative ami enterpriae. 
** Thia Aaaembly I conatituted aa it ia of Swarajiata, might be reluctant to retluoe thia tax 
now beoanae it ia anxiooa to create differenoaa between the Qovernment and the commercial 
oommnnity ; but aa a friend of the Qovernment let me tell yon that the preaent policy 
ia a rninona one. Before oonclnding, let me thank the Commander-in-Chief for rerlueing 
Military expenditure and hope that he will aee hia way to bring down the figure t j 
what the inchoape Committee bad reoommendedi namely, 60 crorea.*' 

Mr. BELL congratulated the Finance Member on tbe favourable budget and congratu- 
lated particularly Mr. MeWattera on the extraordinary graap of detaila of the financial 
petition when he lucidly explained all obaenre pointa in presenting tbe budget. Mr. Bell 
took DO ezoeptioD to tbe writing off of 88 lakha being diaooont charges on 1923 loan 
nod 341 inkha being amount of advaneea made to the Feraian Q6veriiment, beoauae 
this was obvioualy a desirable prooedure in each caae. Tbe firat waa a liability which 
they knew about, but tbe aeoood was a liability of which they had do knowledge. It 
bad been banging over their heads, but came aa a shook with tbe result that more than 
half of the real surplus of a good financial year bad been wiped out In meeting it. 
Bat thia Hooae was entitled to know from the Finance Member whether there were other 
snob soma for which provision might have to be made in future budgets, lieferring to 
customs figures, Mr. Bell pointed out that tbe protective duties imposed iaat year bail 
imposed on the country a burden ot 2 and a one-fortb crorej. Thia was only a jpart. of 
the bniden and who would have to bear the greater portion of it waa known to all. As 
regards exchange, Mr. Bell said tbe more optimistic view of the Finance Member last 
year bad been Jostified. He did not wish to refer too often to the policy of protection 
as a result of which a certain Act waa passed last June, but thia Council would observe that 
within a few months of passing of Steel protection Act a farihor burden had been placed 
on the abonldcra of tbe public and that before tbe end of tbe current month a aom of aixty- 
two lakhs would have been paid in bounties and that was not ttie end of it by any means. 
Bow that tbe storm raised over tbe recommendations of tbe Lee Commissioo had paaaetl 
over and Inrtber time given for reflection. Mr. Bell did not think there waa any member of 
thia House who did not feel gratified that it bad been possible to inelmle in tbe revised 
fignres for the current year provision to the extent of 25 Jakbs towards pay» penaiou and 
conceseiona to anperior services and that their claims bad bci:n met to some extent. The 
proviskm for avoidance of pnblio debt was not one that would impose a very aerloas 
asnual burden on tbe finances of tbe oonntry. Aa regards Military expcmdituie Hr. Bell 
anid Umt no country with great responsibilities oonld afiord to take great risks and trnsted 
that in their anxiety to effect every poesible reduction, the Oovemment would noi be tempt- 
ed to SMriflee effleirney to economy. Here Mr. Bell thanked the Oovernment for passage 
conoeMioiis to offlceri of anperior civil aervioes granted in terms of the recommendations 
mada by the Lee Commission. Continuing Mr. Bell assured Oovemment that Bengal would 
ha very grateful for further remimion of provincial eontributions for three years. Bengal 
alao triced In no gmdging apMt to find that it had been pomible to aonoonoe aabatantial 
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redaatioiis la oontritmtloof of ICadm, Uailod Profiaoef, Ponjob and BmM. Thij 
tnuled that la not too dutant fotnre thoM Proviacial eontribotioiii woald be eatiielj 
aad praaaeatly oaaoelled, beoaaie they reoofniead that aatil thie wae doae it woald 
aot la the fteit pdaoe be poeeible for proriaoee finaaoiallj eabaraeeed ae tbor were to 
detelop aloag tbcir owa llace or la the eeooad place tor the Ooreraewnt to ran their 
a t t ea t h m to ndaetlon of other taxation which wae at preeeat eerioaelj baeiperiiig 
defdopeMnt of the coaatrj* ^ 

Mr Devapmead SABBADHIKABl eaid the dieeoeeion in the Coaacil oa the Badget 
leoUadod . bin of the dinoanton in the Coaneile of pre Miato Morl^jr daj% beoanee the 


FInaaee Bill wnelaow traned on the beeia of dlecaaeion in the Aaaemblj aad thie Cooncii 
waa powerien tb do anything in the matter. He did not think that there wee anj 
imaMdiate nneaaity for providing for redemption of debt becaaae there waeaaltdaly 
whieh etui eload aa the certificated level and noeul ratee bad to be radvowL Tiuiehtiitf 


daty 

vhieh etui eloed aa the certificated level and poeul ratee bad to be redaced. Toacbing 
Ptovtneial eoatribatlona Sir Devapiaead eaki that what Bengal got wae only bare JaetK^ 
bat at the meae tieee he pat in a plea for reviekm of the Mceton award. Ae regarda 
Military eapeadltaie he eapported the obeervatione of Mr. Hateean and took Sir Umar 
Hayat Khaa to taek or hie remarke aboat a National Army. What the Coaacil wanted 
wae that the Arnqr ehoald be n at ion a l lathe real and larger eeaee of the term. 

Ma Banmafaiidee How maay yearn ehoald it take f 

Sir Devapraead 1 do not think any faoneet aoldier tbinke that it will take a 
tboannd yearn. Let there be not one Debra Dan College, bat teiiy b^nee military 
edaoatioB ie one of the ceeential faotore of nation bailding. My complaint ie that mm 
piovliioii had not been made for military edaeation. Befcienoe hae been to Sir 
Bk N. Mitia'e and Lord Bawlinion'c mlmion to Bagland in oonneodon with the eettlcment 
of the War IMBoe olaima. We maet he thankfnl for what hae been done by them ; bat 
my regret ie that a great deal, more ooald not he done. One cannot fail to reoognim the 
immenee aervlom of Sir B. N. Mitia and 1 am glad recognition of it oame from the 
Oovenaaenti whea they eeleot him for the poet of Execative CooneilJor, and I hope that 
in that Ooaaoil he will aot get epoiled**. (Laaghter) 

H. B. Lord BAWLIVfSON aaid that the reaaone for redaction in Miiitaiy Bx- 
peaditaie were largely doe to the etriot economy inetitnied by the eaeietattoe of the 
laohoaM Committee and to the retnni of aoimal timee compared with what wae obtained 
eooM five yeare ago. Mr. Nateean had referred to the feeling of eaepicion that cxiated 
thioaghont the ooaatiy with regard to the inteationa and policy of the Government on 
MUBrny expeaditaie. There wae no denying that anapioion exuced and it waa one 
of the grraleat difitoaltiea which he and the Government bed to overoeom. He doebted 
whether they woald ever overcome that eaepioion. After all, they were all eaepiciona 
when their iatereete were in the baade of eoembody elee, thorn aotaal orativee aad detirea 
they did aot qaite nadentand. It waa only hamaa natare that there meet becoem 
aaepicioii aa to wbetiber their immediate iaterema wonki he poahed in the direetiott they 
all deeired. There waa aoebing that he ooaid my, that wonid eliminate and overeome 
tte whole of that anapieien. The Q ove ra ment of India bad done their beet and woald 
eoutiaae to do their beet to oveicoaw that eaepieloa aad to deeerve a little moie ; 

bat he oonld not my when they would be ever able to entirely overcome that doubt 
ice had bemi made to the viait ef h im e elf aad Sir B. N. Mitra to London in con- 
iwilhdiepatm with the War Ofioc. Here again, there wae eaepieicn that the 
la el India wem aot perbape bring pariied with the etreagtb that they might have 
ben. gir B. M.. MBia aad be him e elf had foogbt bard on thie matter bemrethe higher 
aatborfriei^ who wonid not do every th ing in their favour, bat the reealu they were able 
to achieve wenid mature to the beaefl: d India at no dietant date. 


Mr. Lalnhliai BaMALDAB eaki that, tnoagh they bad their diflereaeee with Sir Bnil 
Blackett, he felt that the Bndget abowed they had a oincere eenae for eongratalatlon. 
The epoiM drew lie attentien of the Finanoe Member to the fmlinge expremed by 
Lord Canon for State aid to Indian Indnetrieo. A apeeial leaponelbility lay on the 
Government to nim the country iadaatrially. The claim of the meet Imporint Indie^ 
ehenid not, tharrioie^ have ben ntf looted aad the Cotton Bxeiw Daty ehoald have beca 
mdtted. Hcaaidthat India had enough of cea M Bu n al fealouaice aad den r eeato d the 
latredoctin cl Pnriaeial Jealoarioa Be poiated ont that, while gtr Baail Bhrikctt h«l 
hfmiilf laid down a year ago that paymnhi of dlaeonat on loaaa wcie apicMl over a 
namher cl ycan^ he had himeelf thie year gona hack on that principle by provftUag 
paying dfdiioennt in a lamp earn. He aaid that the Pimmoe Member the day before IM 
ohleoMn to the remarke that he had ahown ejmpat^ to Oaleatta and aaf^patlnr to 
Bombay. Tbe opeaher dkl aot qa e e ti o n the Ffaaaoe ]fember*e motive^ hnt pemeed wfth 
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«9iii foroe Ui«t Bomtej'f ?iew wm alao pot iorwwd in tte taittM of Um wteto «f 
Indii Md tiMt Sir Booil BlMkott bad imnrninriij onphaaM in bia Badfet apoaob Ibai 
waa pNaaing reveiaion of axeban^ aaiei j in bar intanat. 

8lr E B. M. M. Annamalai CHETTIAB »id tbm H waa a imj inleraHtaig fiadgaa 
baowe of tba aepamtion of Uailwap froai Gaaaml Bodgat. Ea «Ud tbaf iba fenanai 
taxpajar bad tba ftrat eiain to the aarpina and that tba Maaton award waa aniaai bMaaaa 
to kd to baaTier burden on aome ProTinoe than on the otbar. It waa a Mtoier af giati* 
tiaation that tba militarj esqjienditnn waa ladnoad pad ha appcakd to Iba CaataMndar* 
in-Obiaf to fOaet farther ledottion ao that monej ao^aaaad adgbt be apani an nalioto- 
balidinf departnenta. He mid lack of fonda in bia Ftortnoe bad atood in tba wpgr of 
adnaotion and aanitalion andifeto giatefnl to the Finance Member for partial raUif giaau 
bp radnotion of Provineial aontribntion. He oonoioded bj aaping that tba era af d&aita 
waa 9ff» and the era of hope and ptogreaa waa ahead. 

Bir Baait BLACKBTT tbanbad the Hoaae for the abower of aongratnlalioBo whiob 
wonld enoonrage him, and the Ftnanoe Department to oontinae to do their beat. He agraad 
with the iait apeaker aa to the paiamonnt need for the development of agrienltnie. 
Bp reducing provincial contribatian the Goveriunant waa preoiaeip doing the :and 
waa helping the provincial Govaenmento to puab forward their programme in nqnot 
of natian-bniiding department. Ibe Finanoe Member then began ^to oalaniale that tC 
be ware to aooept the aoggeationa mede bj the varioaa membera of the Hoaae ao vcdaao 
taxation then he would Bad himaelf on the wrong aide to the extent of 30 ororm inatead 
of having bia aarphm of 76 lakha. 

Sir Baaii Blackett referred to tke anggeaiion of Sir Manifokii Dadabhqp that 
the fealiaed aerplaa of over 4 oroiea in 1036-34 ahoold have been need to take off 
the ootton exoiae dotp and sapor tax. He ooold have done ao keeaoae the aarploa was not 
xaoarring, and be ooold not otiJlae it for giving np recarring aonroaa nf taxation Vhe 
answer waa ao simple. Instead of naing the mirplns of four orores for redoetion iff the 
debt, he bad naed 80 lakhs oat of it to pajr off diaooant of the Loai^ and 641 lakba in 
resp^ of loan to the Feraian Government. Bj pajing off 80 lakba ia a lamp aua ibe 
hod inoreaoad the aarploa of the pear bp foer and half lakha, and bad aelievcd the FlnaaMMi 
of a similar obligatioa for a number of pears. 

At for the provision for 64 1 lakha he did not agree with Mr. Bali that it bad bens 
diaeloaed for the drat time. It had appeared as an outstanding anmoBt in the aeooanta 
of the Secreurp of State. It has been shown in the audit report of the Home Aoditor. 
Of ooarae it bad not hitherto drawn the attention of the membera. The llabilitj 
which waa oovered bp 641 lakha was withoot ditpate, and waa inonnad more than 
nine peara ago, and the reaaona for it had now beooam a naatter of biatorp. There 
waa of ooarae a diapote aboot the espeoditare iuoerred in East Ibrsla whiob 
the povernment of India bad refnaed to reoogniae aa their liability, wbiie the War 
Ofioe had aiwapa claimed that India shared the liabilitp. India's point of view was 
fetoefnllp repre^inted bp Lord Bawliaaon, the Commaader-in-Ohief and Bir E N. Miira 
in England reoeotlp. Aa a leaolt of tha^ new propoeala were under ooniidemsion, and 
aoon thej hoped to oome to an agreement. He aavored Mr. Bell that the liabfUw would 
not be very heavy, that the canvnt pear's aarplas wonld be enongii to nmet it. Indin 
alao had claims against the War Office and on the whole they did not know whiob shfe 
the final balance woald go. 

The Finance Member then dealt with the question of Cotton Exoiae He 

adntotted that Lord Hardinge gave a pledge that the doty would he reaeoved ea soon ao 
finanoial ooosideratioaa permitted it. Of ooarae tbit pledge wea given in 1316 wbentbe 
Frovinoinl contribntiona formed no part of the oentral revenoes. LogMol^J tbenfon to 
long ui the provineinl coutrlbotion remained they ooold not lap that they hod a aurplna 
and ooald not devote their attention to redoeing the eentral taxatioik Borne members bid 
leteved to the fact that he was keeping 74 lakba aa too big a aorploa agaiaot cnntingnMiaa 
and mtaadventnre. The Finance Member explained that oat of tbto only IB lakba aorplna 
waa neorring, which could be available for either farther redoetion in the oontrlbntion 
or In inxniton, bet he eaked if the House tboogbt that 18 lakhs was a b|g Mrplaa to 
cairy with them against onlorearen oontiagenoies. By asking him to lednoe the Cotton 
Exoiao Doty on tba baato of the aomfcooning aorploa ibry were tenlly pmtiiig bio 
babmeoontbo wrong aide. Bext year be would however aaaoie the Bonae ihot the 
Hoomiiment of India have every intention of folfiiling the pledge in respect ef the 
Cotton Bxeiae Doty fapplaaoe) bni the time bad not yet nrrived. They mnffiadmto 
that the olaima of the piovinora wera prior and aoppoebig the Cotton Eaetoe Dn^ worn 
now nholiiod, to would only pottpone the day when the oontribulOB ottheBombitr 
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qofwn— nit wonld be lednoed nod remltfeed Md the qnertfon o( the Meetoii nwnrd finnld 
be feonened* 

IbeFinnnee Nenber ueared Mr, Lellnhbei flaneiciae that the apeaker*e remarke 
ahent Boeebnj in hie Budget dki not queetioo the elneeritj of Bombaj in hoUtng the 
«;pitthMi above the Ezobange honestly. Only Bombay appeared to have paid lemer atten- 
cion to the Interesta of India as a whole. He remin teii Mr. Lallnbhai that Bombay had 
neter minoed words in vigoronsly attacking the Finance Department of the Qoeernment 
of India. (Langhter.) 

Bir Baiil Blackett neat replied to the Tarione soggeitione maoe, me md tbe remlMion 
of keroiene doty would mean consUierable Iom to the reTenne. On the other band redoc* 
t ion in petrol duty might bring in an increased rerenne. He admitted that the soper- 
lax dioiiniifaed eafingi, and that its remission wonld help the trade by cheapening money. 
Similarly high tax on motors was hindering foil detelopment of a nsefol form of tians- 
liortatioa. He mentioned that commercial cars did not pay 80 per cent doty, hot only 
t>rlvate cars were so charged. The Government could not, ^werer, indulge yet in the 
luxury of taking' off these taxes. There were other forms of tai«s, which weighed 
1 eavily on the poor. He did not want to draw a distinction between the rich and the 
(toat and admitted that the industrial a'hd agricultural development of India was retarded 
by high taxation. They were not, however, within sight of early action in the direc- 
tion of reduction in taxation. Concluding BIr Basil Blackett again defended the debt 
ledcmpiion scheme and warned those who wanted to raid it partly that they wonld be 
making India pay the same amount by way of interest that they were now paying in 
the sinking fund. 

Thus the Budget disenmion came to an end and tbe Council adjourned fora week. 

On the ISTH MARCH, the Council of State reassembling, on tbe motion of the 
Commander-fn-Ghief the Cantonments Honse Accommodation Act Amendment Bill as 
passed by the Legislative Assembly was passed. 

Ha] Pilgrims Bill. 

Bir Mahomed HAIUBULLAH, moved the consideration of the HaJ Pilgrims Bill, as 
passed by tbe Assembly. He tegaidcd it as a humanitarian piece of l^slation. He 
Teialed the inconvenience and discomfort to which pilgrims were pnt in tbe course of 
their touss. Either public funds hsd In come to tbe rescue to repatriate destitute 
Moslems to India, or private charities had to be tapped for the same purpose. That state 
• •f aflairt should he ended. There was no question of mending it. Tbe present age 
''f destitution had been inercasing during the last few year,, and in 1924 it became 
necemary for the Government to introduce an experimental system of demanding tbe 
deposit of return tickets in the ease of every pilgrim intending to go to the Hdjsi. 
Tito result was that the percentage appreciably decreased. But when it was remembered 
that there was still an element of option in that system, it was not possible to eradicate 
the evil altogether. It wa« not fair to tbe general tax-payer that tbe Government of 
luclia should bs calle<i upon to shoulder the finsneial responsibility incidental to tbe 
repisriation of a large number of pilgrims who went without means to return to their 
K(»men In 1981 tbe Government bail to spend Rs. 40,000, in • 1928-21 the expenditure 
was Bsl 88,000. It therefore became necessary to devise means for suppressing the evil. 
The DnCch Bast Indies and Malaya, both of wbiob eontrihuted 42 ^r cent, of the 
pilgrims every year, bad introduced a oompniaory letura ticket system. 

The Bill was pa smd without opposttkm. 

Mr. CHADWICK moved tbe considcratioQ of the Cotton Ginning and Pressing Bill 
as psssod 1^ the Assembly. The Bill was passed without any opposition. 

^ Frontier Committee Report. 

Byed BAEA ALI moved a resoluikm urging tbe OovemmeBt to give efleet at 
an enr^ dma lo tbe Frontier Committee Beport. He referred to tbe events whieh led to tbe 
appoimpiBt of the Committee. That Committee examined 22 ofBcial witnessm, 18 of 
whom Mdra Xnropean ofioers. Tbe non-oflloial Indian witnesses examined numbered 78, 
of whom 18 were Hiodoe, the net being Mueaimana. The widest pnhlihity was given to 
The pmoesdiiigs of the Committee, which attracted even the non-co-operaton, who ten- 
ilmed their evidenoa. It was unfortunate that the report of tbe Committee wac not 
unanimona. Meesre. Rangaobariar and Bamarth had drawn up their own aeparate report, 
but Umtdid not affhot the question oontained in his resolntion. The main qnestioik before 
the Committee was whether it vras expedient to separate the unadministered traotc from 
tlis five Settled Districts of the Frontier and if so, whether thoce five Settled Districts 
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ooBli be leMMlfMHMed with the Pujib^ ee it wmt before ItOO when thij were 
illHTtinnwl ffoa the Paii|elH end It eeperetiMi nee not cs|»edteat end eamlgeaetiOB. 
with the Pttsieh iAgOMible, whet edaiaietretite reforayi were moeeverj. 

The Mejeritj eeotiOQ oC the Ceoutittee bed, ia ?tew o( the lutimete reiettone that 
esieled between the people at the eie-bofder and tiaae-boider areetf, oeew to the eon* 
eiiMfoa that eeparation of the tiaote wae itapoeeibln Bzpert opiatoa oa the qoiMtioa 
wee wide and TOtaiaiiioaa When eeparatioa of the Settled Dietrioto fioia the aa}olaiag 
areae wae oonaidered impoMibl^ the ICaioritj oe n ee q aently ralad oat the aiaalganatioa 
of the Settled Dietrioia with the Panjab. The tiaiorkj then proceeded to otake libeimt 
reeoetniendatione for the adminietration of the (fooatier dietrieti. They eoggeetea the 
ertabliehment of a legislation therein and the appoiataeat of an Bieoative Couaoil and 
a Minieter. It wm propooed to giee Hiadai doable their ehaie of repreeentatioa iu the 
Conncil on the liuee of the CongroM-Leagae Pact of IPld. The Majority further 
reeommended the appointment of an Additional Jndieial Oommimioner and eaggeeted a 
diaetic curtailment ot the Frontier Crimei Begalatton. Booh were the liberal reoommenda- 
tione by the Committee, which Mr. Bata Ali oouientud ehonld be gi?en effect to without 
aay delay, became the people of the Frontier were getting impatient at not having 
obtained any kind of reforma along with the reet of India in IklP. 

Sabseqoently, after a long debate, the i tolatton wae withdrawn. 

Saving! Bank Interest on Malmmoitan Depoeiti. 

Mr. Haroon JaFFBB moved that the Government ehonld keep a separate acoonut of 
the interest payable by the Ooverament on deposit aooounts in the Post Offioe savingo 
b^nka opened by Mabomedan depositors who, owing to their religions belief, had made a 
request that no interest should be credited to these, and that toat sum should be set seide 
as a special fund, to whioh also any interest on Oovemment Seouhtiss foregone by 
Mabomedan nolders under similar circumstances ehonld be eredited. It was proposed thm 
that fond ehould be ntllieed in awarding seholarsblpe to poor Mabomedan stndenU in 
the Moslem University at Aligarh. There were several Mahomedans who refasod to take 
interest through religions sornples on loans atid depotfls in hanks. Whatever the or%in or 
jnstifioation m the idea the effeot oonld not he ignored that eooM Mahomedans oonsldored it 
a moritoriona deed onjoined by religion w toiugo interest. They kept money in banka 
only for safe onttody, and they invested in Government SeonriUes is n menu of ptoridiiig 
mfety for their savinge. if education wae to epread assong Mahomedans, the vast 
majority of whom were very poor and backward, then the saggiition shonld be adopted* 
The Oovernoumt oonld not have any objeotiou to ntilisliig the nsoney tor that noble onose. 
It WM not their money, bat the money of the Mabomedan. dopoaitore. It wu not 
dittonlt to devise maohinery for awarding rod distribnting the prbpostti scholarships. 

Haji Isi^l Cbondhiy, Shan Sahib Aman All and Mr. Tismin Khan snppoited the 
reaolntion. They said it was a laudable object and the Moslem eommnnity were in favonr 
ot the rsaolotion. 

Mr. MeWATTBBS explained what he called the non-oommittal attitude of the 
OovernoBentw He said that in the aavin^ji banks the Mahomedau had at present Ba. t 
and halt lakhs bearing interest at about i:s. 10^000. There wunld ba no dMBoolty In 
keeping a aeparate aooount of that for whatever bbjeot that would be decided upon. 
Begaiding eaeh oertificates also, there would be no diflfonliy. Bnt the trooble was In 
Government seeirfties, which were timneferabie. It the coaunnnify fovonred the prcmoml 
of Mr. Jafler, then Government would have to Introdnee a ajstam by whioh all Mabo- 
medan investors in Oovemment seonrities would have to taka a non-transferable deposit 
reoeipt. Bat the other diflieutty was that thoee who wonld part with their interest 
might insist on other ebariubie objoota, Unleaa^ thersCbre, the Oovemmeu felt sure that 
the Mabomedan opinkm wu oMwe or Jess anaaiaMMa, it wonld he dlflenlt for them to 
prooeed on the Uam anggested in the resolution. 

Sir Devapmsid SARBADfllSABI sopportod the rewlntioo, and adted the Oovera- 
ment to aoupt it and then decide, in oomuttation with the Moalema, upon what form the 
mouy shonld bo spent. 


The Finance Bill. 

On the tOTH MABCH the Pinnnoe BUI u pamed bj the Legislative Assembly oasse 
np for eonsideratkni in the Oonneli of State. Large nnssher of members of the Ameably 
were premai in the gaHeriea. 
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Mr, McWATTEBIIi Fiaanoe Secreurj, is movisg for the oostideiitkni of the Ftsaaoe 
Bill, explained the ebief leatarea. While a year ago the Govemsient hoped on the 
cxlmsg basis of tasatioo to balaaoe their hsdget, this year they were in a position if the 
BUI was passed, in the form they desiritd, i e , if the Salt Tax was restored to mahe the 
first and substantial reduction in provincial contribationa He referred to the reduction 
in Petrol duty and justified it on the ground that the 15 lakhs loss that would be incurred 
mid be made up by the, increafed revenue expected in the long run by increase in the 
Import of motor cars and lorries and motor accessories. He also justified the provision 
for Paper Currency Beserve as justified in the present circnmftanoes. As regards the 
Balt duty he would move an amendment to restore it to one rupee and four annas per 
mannd. If this was not restoiud, there would be lorn to revenue of about 125 lakhs. 

Mr. V. BAlf ADASS opposed the contiideration of the Finance Bill on the ground that 
Oovemment had forfeited the confidence of the people of this eountry and were neither 
responsive nor responsible In any form. There was no element of responsible legislature, 
and whatever might the representatives of the poupie demand, the Bxeentive oonld 
ignore them lightly and, indeed, whatever cuts were proposed by the representatives in 
the popnlnr chamber (Aisembljr) nnd whatever rsdoctions in expenditure were proposed 
were either restored or certified by the Oovemor-Oeneral. Where then was the element 
of responsibility in the Central Governnient f It was no use in deluding themselves and 
is dslndlng the people that this Government was haord on the popular will, bt^cause 
neither in theory nor in practice was there responsibility. Tins was the view not only 
of ibe Swarajists, bat of also the Independents as evidenced by the rejection of allowances 
for members of the Executive Councillors. The moment that motion was carried in the 
Assembly, the members of the Executive Council, parttonlarly the Indian members, ought 
to have resigned their iKats, because they were on the Executive Council, not merely to 
carry on the adminlMration of Govermnent, but to voice ibe popular view. There could 
be no better meant of voicing that view than by eetignmg their seats after the vote of 
oeniniie was carried. They would have Urns establish^ a convention where none existed. 

Proceeding, Mr. Bamodass referred to the policy of the Government on the qnestion 
of the Beforms when the President mid, that he wonUI not allow a general disensmon of 
the Refonne or general policy of the Oovemment on a motion for consideration of the 
Finance Bill. The members would be in order on such a motion to criticise the financial 
poliev of the Government. Beyond that the President would not allow uny other subjects 

Mr. Bnmadass drew the attention of the President to the fact that in the lower bouse, 
the President allowed a discussion of the general policy of the Government and on the 
Beforms when n similar motion for consideration of the Finance Bill was made. Uo 
appealed to the President to admit discussion with a view to clarify the situation. 

After a few seconds Mr, iUmadass said, that if the President was to stick to bis 
miing, then he was obligi'd to confine hia observation to financial policy. Mr. Ramadass 
then referred to military expenditure and complained that the Li'gislature bad no band 
in framing the budget. There was no nerd to provide for debt redemption at n time 
when the credit of the Governmeiit of India was high. There was need for reducing the 
poMnl rates, the duly on kerosene oil and salt tax and not provide premntorely for paying 
up money borrowed for productive capital. Tbe whole position tamed on the fact that 
the Government of India was not bused on popular will. tbe Executive do os they 
please. It was tbe duty of those sleeted by the people to refuse to oonsider the BilL 

Sir Naimsimba S^MA, leader of the House, vigorously eballenged the statement 
of Mr. Bnmudnss that the Government of India did not enjoy the ccnfidence of tbe people 
of this country. 8o ssuny half-truths and untruths ami mischieToot misrepasseatations 
bad baen made both here and in the irtereats of tne general well-being of the paoplc that 
the Goveraasent ought not to allow the ciiallenge of that description to go unanswered. 
Be regretted to fioAthat Mr. Ramadass end his friends had adopted an attitude which 
if peralsled woald only lend to dimster. Aa a senior member of the Government be wanted 
to explain the progress made in Imlia during the Inst five years to show that far from 
deserring n vole of oensure they deeerveil n vote of confidrnoe. They deieived tbe rcoog- 
aitiso of lympntby and mtiafacUon, if not gmtUnde. 

When Sir Namsimha SARMa proceeded to detail tbe achievements of the Gtvem- 
Bsent, Mr. Ramadass asked the Piesulcnt to state if, when he had rnled out a discussion 
of tM general policy of the Government in any particular, tbe leader of the House 
conid dwell npon the sehievements (d the QoverniaenL 

Piisident : 1 was awaiting to tee if tbe leader of the House did intend to refer to 
nay speeifienUona of tbs Government in detail. 1 shall be obliged if tbe leader of the 
Honss oonfincs himself to tbe general aspect and not make nay derailed references except 
on the finnneial policy of tbe Government, 
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aiiiHH la mo M BNf had M M >a t fa f Maa M pwiatt a waiiftwlMy badga> 
U napM Oi laaealMni that miHi aOada Mi lahlaoid at a iwUiaf tha war aad 
iMiadiaiely altar thM wart ihi Ptaqata a ee an waott Mowad bp lailaia of oroat aad 
thi Maataa cpMaala The Otiga— n had al tath a Matt lo awel Tftiiarp Bitla 
laa lai|taaMaat aadthtat wtroalio at Iht Mim aataraal atatarbaaott laqalrlat addi* 
Mtaal BrpMditato> Bat the OwtanuMBt wtah Ihi iip l i i a " 0 ^i ^ tojal itriMaait aad 
oo. 0 ptiaMoa «C both Ibt Hoaatt of tho wa abto to ftot tiw tttaatiiB. Wara 

wa looBbaAEiB a poUip at wtiaaidi— n I Traa^ ihovtUtiip txptadllart wat taipi 
aad that if maatj wat loqairtd for dtvalopaMBt pa r potea tbt nlUtarp txpwMlItari tlioald 
bt ftdaotdU At a vatalt of their poikp the OoferaaBaat hare beta able to aadatatn 
oordlal relatiOBi oa the Fioattar. Thtp had eeiabUahid the Chamber of Piiaoetaad 
made other ohaafce which brooght the ladlaa Statm aader the diieot ooatroiotlho 
OovenuBtat of ladia. Tbeot woald la ooaiee of that amke pottiblo for the ooaatltatioa 
at a federal Qof erameat. 

Tho Qoverameat had aot beai idle ia the eoooomie tphere either. They bad tpeai 
moio than 50 omret aad brooght tO milUoa aeret aader crept. The Bailway programme 
had been pothod forward. Tho Cottoa iadattry had beea pJaoeri oa tolM foopdatioa^ 
▲ policy of ditorimiaatiog protectkm wat being followed in order to help the Indiaa 
indaitriei aad laboar legitlation had beta taken in hand. So oeerything had been done 
to far at Onanoial oircaaMtanoea pennitted. How the poMtioa wat. bright The Ooeem* 
amnt of India wat now panning a policy of ledneiag ontaide debt and Sir Baail Bladkatt 
waa doing eterything in that diicetion. It wat |aet what they in the Coagreai bad bom 
demanding for aeeeral yeart. The OoYemment had now provided for the healthy 
Indianitation of the aenrioet. That it woald be teen that ainoe lOSO they had adeanotd 
a great deal. 

Ho Government oonld tay it bad not made a miitake ; bat the Government of India 
praotiaed extreme tolerance to tbow to a certain aeetion of the Indian people the aawiadom 
of carrying on their anhealthy aetivititi, He admitted that they had not fally aaooeedtd 
ia doing to ; but the heart of the people wat aonnd and if only the ignotanoe of tho 
mttirtt wat not taken advantage of by a certain eeetioa the titoation would vaatly improve. 

He did not went to deal with the qneation of relormt in detail. It wat perfeotly 
legitimtie on the part of tbote who had entered tbe Legialatnre to advance the oaeee of 
the Reforms to tbe extent that predenoe diotatod, but he bad been ttked by Mr. Bamadom 
to reeign becanm tbe Aewmbly had carried a motion refoting allowancee for memboie 
of the Sxecative Conpeii. If he (Mr. Sanha) felt oonvinoed that be had done anything 
in tte Execotivo Council of which he wat tthamtd, if he felt that be wav not itoeiviag 
that co-operation 'from fait oolieagoet on tbe Bxeeative Conncil then he tboold have fblt 
boond to rttign fait place. But to atk him to rctign merely bectnte tbe Aitfmbly wanUd 
to make a general attack on the Government policy wat ridicolooa If Mr, wuntdom 
could show that the Government had on any parttcnlar account done anything detrimental 
to the interetta of the public of tbit country be would oeruinly resign. The motkm to 
which Mr. Rifntdtit referred relttod to the ictentmont of tbe Aiaembly that the Mnddlmao 
Committee Report waa not satisfactory. Tbe Government of Indit htd not even ditentiod 
that report and yet frienda of Mr. Ramadam wanted ihs memben of the Bxeentivo 
Council to resign. If tbt Government of India at a whole bad come to a deeitfoa whfoh 
in bit (speaker*!) opinion wat detrimental to tbe interetta of tbe people of this oountry 
then it would be time for him to reeign. Meanwhile to atk him to resign wat ridiealooa. 
If the Government members were to take their petition of retpontihility to lightly aad 
were to rttign their teats on a motkm of the detoriptlon to which Mr. Barntdaw relamd 
then the Government would be powerlcit. Indeed, he lefmwd to think that any retponalblit 
member, Buropean or Indian, would give weight to a vote of that detcripi ion. 

Sir Bitii BLACKETT said he did not propoit to deal with the political qomtlon 
whieh had been folly and admirably dealt with by Sir Haxatimha Sarma. If tho policy 
of obitmoMon wat to be pursued to prove that the (ramert of the Constitution won win 
in potting emergency proviikma that had arisen that purpose had been served ; bnt oon- 
tinotnee of that policy would not take them a step farther. 

First of til he concentrated on meeting the eriticitm often auvaneed about high taxa- 
tion that had been impoted since 1918-14. Some htd said that taxation bad gone op by 4S 
eroret and tome bad put forwaid other Sgnran He look tbe trouble to asoertain the oomet 
poMtioB by comparing revennet in 1918-t4 with that in 1923-94, when froth taxattan waa 
impoted lest. Tbe revenue of Indit in 1918-14 stood at a total of 71 ciooei, 86 lakbi, iaolo- 
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•ioodatft«0lftlol7lMni^Silikhi|lMladiiigfMMdifi«i Itad nmmm «f 11 enra^ 
tw laUiiL Tte itfCMM «i ladift te IftMl Md at a tout «f IM M Alte. 
TiAiHtbtiBdcEtgmflf IfOtteiemMtf ladlt hud fawwwd taa Iff to IN fm 
1118-14 to im-fi. DortoftheiMMpefSodtlofopNatkNiofBritltbladfelMdiaonoMil 
ffMiOfor S4laiUiMitoof«rll7 oUUIom. TIm lOfcsw to 111144 wot ailoontod to 
te Bt 111 per bctolooBiond with Bi. 11 per told to mist. The aido toonoee to the 
fffoiifle had oeeomd BBder CofttoM end Iweoi tai. Ofeooiae, the ooateao dtoj «aa 
paid hf the whole of Indio oad not meral j faf Britlah Indio. 

Be nest^toned to examiiie the ineicoae to w ho lewOe prieeaond toUig the tadan 
Ignre of Boshav ha ionnd that dnrtoi the aoBM deeoda wboleiole prtea hod fiaen fnni 
110 to llS. Ttna between 1118-14 and 118114 tosotion had gone np olaoat cxaetly 
in proportion to the inercoae in pricea. Thcictoe the eoanMidity mine at the Qaeamaient 
leeanne woa eery iittle aeoie that what it wna befoeei fia did not aoy that the point 
waa eery oeeonteu hot tbeaa ilgatea ahooki aopply a naafal eoneotiee to antbinking 
atatementa that the ocat of adniniatiation and niilit^ expenditore had riaen toateggeriag 
propoftiona. The Ctofemnwnt rceoid waa thaa better than ita eritioa woald allow. 
Peopla who went into a ahop to bay gooda to-day paid the nuae proportion lor eahM of 
the ear? ioca aa they paid for the aervioea of the Oofcnuacnt eompared with 111114. 
Thia waa credited when they reoogniaed that daring the deeade the great war had 
oeearred and had eo»t India oonaidciablir. 

la the caee of railway toreo and ratee the departawnt of Sir Charlea Innea waa 
ehargiDO leeeer in proportion to the inoreaae in wbolcnale prieea. Therefore railways in 
teiOM of eoBBioditiai were cheaper to-day than before the war. Prof. Hamilton dcliferad 
the other day an intereetiag Icotare in Patna on the eabieet. 8o far at land lefenne wae 
oonoeraed the retara from it had risen daring the decade from 8t ororci SO lakbt to 
14 eroree 81 lakba. Tbae ia terms of commodity the harden of land reeenoa had been 
considefably diminiefaing and whereeer there wae permanent eettlement it went on 
diminishing ae prices changed. Be had made these obeerTations to apply oorreetion to 
the ehaige of extra? aganoe gainst the OovernBaent. The whole ajtiam at taxation wae 
however now ander enqaiiy. He hoped this wae the eabjeet in whieb the whole ooantiy 
was interested. He reallfcd that the foot that taxation had not been above the oommodi^ 
valne compared with pre-war prloee, did not mean that the harden on the individnal 
tax-payer was the tame. He eiprr seed his views on the rapee tax a fortnight am. 

Hie speech sboold not be nndentood as saggestiag that be was not in favoar of 
redaetlon in taxatioa and expenditaie. Aa regards army eatimatea be did not think they 
oonld now .look forward to large savings ondcr this bead tboagb they wobU eontinne 
to economise as far as possible. He thoaght improvessent ahoald & in the direotion of 
tooreased yield from the existing soaroes of taxatfon. He also hoped that as a resalt 
of the debt redemption eebeme considerable saving woald reaali to ebargea on aooonnt of 
interest. Indeed be looked forward to a decicase in expenditaro aider thia bead and to 
inereaie in their total revenae to get rid of provincial contribationf and make tednotioae 
in other items. They had however to remember that sosse items like exeiee and opiam 
lovenacs were not on sceore footing. On theotber hniid be hoped for inorease from oneh 
fonroee as railways 

The motiOB for. taking tbs Finance Bill into oonsiderntion was then pat to vote and 
paiMd, only Hr. Bamadam erying «< No." 


Reatoration ofSalt-Taz. 

Mi; HcWATTEBS ant mwd th. mub^ibI to NrtMOHiUtttoBt. 14.0pw 
maand. This rata of tu, be said, had been to foroe far the Jaat nine yMta with 
the eioeplloif^of one year when it was donbkd. The rate ol Ba. 1-4-0 waa to 
ioNi at the Ubm the reforsted constitation waa pit to opeattfan nnd tho Mmiie of 
evenlaal exttootioa of proviaoial oontrfhation was ghms on tho haofo of Ihb ins nt 
Bo. 1-4-0. Bo nownikod tho Hooie to iMm thto nlo to Mohli tho QgtonMgl to 
lodon Mi piedgi and lodioo tho owtrlhotiim this year wk^ntjalli U; hgwevor, tho 
tox wiMitMd otBo. 1 tho Oofemii wonhllMiBi. 10 lOhi thfo poor ond IM tokhoto 
tko enooMdtog yean. Thiy wonM thna lo» • onro to 8 yean at n tino whoi tho 
pioftoon waiooqring tornoney tor oohnwa of dev el o p n int . Thio nomtaifo tolegmn 
lopoitcd that tho WfoM Oonaoll had oionimeoaiy oartied the antion of adJonnMii 
agatatolhcndaolicnofnittasky the Aneash^. Indeed the opeakn feM that one of 
the oanaoo wktoh hod manled tho heoHhy dsaslopmt of the OBBothotion hod been took 
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5 muk *«5l REDUCTION OP POSTAL RATES 

MngjudB ilM M-Qilled terJea on Ibe tmm m n which icricctlca in ddj 
jf imr.-mmm wccld fdim H woold venlt ta the icmccI ct Uw tas of thcce-tilthc of 
lo oaact pv hud par aamn. This night he Uw oaty gala to the ooamnr oa a 
ib eo e it hi a r faerie hat ia piaotiee eeea thie woald go la to the poeket of n i ddlemea. For 
the nheef thie teeigaifleaat advaatage they were eaoridoiag 115 lakhe a jear. ladeed 
tbep worid he oaeriieiag eabeteiioe for ebadow. 

Mi:. BAMAPA88 oppoied the Ooveraneat anendneat. The Anenbly, he eaid, wae 
prinarl^ieepoarihlelpr taaatioaaad ehoald not be apeet. He held that oMtu'e right 
to eat ridt oaght to be ae free aa hia right to breathe air. Mr. Bamadan eonteaded 
that the badget oontaiwed room where retrenehenat ooold be ende and the ealt tas 
be died at Ba 1 decided by the Aaeemb^. It wae act the doty of the Coiineil to fraaie 
the badget. That wee the fanetion of ihe Ezeeatiee. Thie Copneil had ao hant ia It, 

The Hoaae dirided and Mr. MeWatter'e aaMndawat to reetore ealt daty wae oarried 
by 85 aotee agaiaat i. Three 4 were Mr. V. Raakadan Mr. S. V. Bangaewany Iyengar, 
Mr. TedaBnrdii and Mr. Karandikar. 


Reduction of Postal Rates. 

Mr. BBMAOAdS next moTeil the aiaeadmeat to redooe the rate# of poetcanie to 
qaarter anaa. He eaid that the raising of postal rate wae a war mrasare and it wae high 
tiise that eOBN relief wae given to the poor specially when the cost of living bad gone 
cp. Agaiait the argament that the higher rates were jastitiable Ix^canse the Post aiui 
Telegraph lleparto^eat ahoald be self-supporting, Mr. Uamatiass said that the postal 
tiepart me n t reared services to many tlepartmento like Customs and also to Indian Riatce. 
Ualcis the aoeoonte were separated and the principle of commercialisation was thoroughly 
introdneed, it wae dtflcnJt for the House to kaow how much the tlepariment had coniri- 
buted toward! the running of the Postal Department. Tiic rate of postage could be 
redaoed Iqr ndneing the number of highly paki superior offleers. He strongly appealeii 
to the Hoiise to tapport his amendment. 

The amendment of Mr. Ramadaat was rejected without division. 

Finance Bill Passed. 

Mr. MeWATTKBS next moved that the Finance Bill as passed by the Assembly and as 
a awa ded by this Cooncil be iiassed. 

Mr. BAZA ALI look the Assembly to task for redoeing the salt duty on a false issue, 
thereby placing the members of this House in an awkwaid situation, lie )nstilied the 
salt tax being put at one rupee and four annas, bat suggested that the question of 
redaction might be seriously uken next year. 

Mr. KaBANDIKAK, while supporting the passage of the Bill, asked the (Government 
not to forget the poor man's salt. If necessary they might consider the situation in the 
light of the recommendations of the Taxation Enquiry ('ommittee. 

Mr. BAMADASS opposed the passage of the Bill and said that in so doing he was only 
entering a oontitutionai protest. 

The Bill as amesd^ was passed. Mr. Ramadass being the only dissentient. 

Kemissioti of Provincial Contributions. 

Dn the 25BD MARCH the Conncil of State disposed of ofieial business only. JiOod 
applause greeted the annoonoement made by the Secreury that the Legislative Ascembly 
bad agreed to the assendment made by the Conncil of State to the Finance Bill, namely 
rcsteiation of salt Ins. Mr. MeW ^TTEBS moved the Government resolution regnidiag 
remiaaicsi of nrovlneinl oontribotions in the same terms as was passed by the Legitlative 
Ammbly on the motion of Sir Basil Blackett. The speech with which the Finance teratary 
*WNnmendad tbenooeptanoe of the resointion was brief and in the nsaln covered the gronnds 
sdvaaced fay the Finnnoe Member in the Assembly. He added that the Government was 
gratefni to the Couaeii and the Assembly in p^ng the Kinanoe Bill in the form 
IwvNBted by the Government and thereby enabling them to nmke sabstaotial remission of 
Mtribntioaa, 

Gnthc nwtioo of Mr. Lallobhai 8AMALDA8 the Connell agreed to the addition 
^ a rider to the iccotntico recommending to Provineinl OovemBsents that the amonnts 
or giveB to the Provincial Government be ssninly devoted to espenditors in 
ihe Tmarisfiod dcpnrtmeata. 

Mr. McWATTEBB did not oppcec tbenmeadment, hot he made it clear that the eironm* 
Gsacm ditfarid la each province and the Government bad ao inforasniico instifying any 
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The Bengal Ordinance Bill 

Bir NoTMimbB BABMA thoB oBBOBBoed that te obIj boiiBca left wbi te'BiU to 
•ttpplemeot the BeoipU Criminal Law AmeBdaMOt Aot, and it was hoped to plaoe the Bill 
befora te Coaneil the next day in the form in which it waeoriginally introdBOMl in the 


A good deal of diseoeiion easaed ee to the date on which the Bill ahonld be diaenaed 
in te Council. Divergence of view was cxpreaeed and eventually the President decided 
that It would be convenient both to the Qovemment and the Council if the Bill waa 
ioroally plaoed before the Council the next day and diaenaion uken up on Thuraday 
theseth. 

Accordingly the Bengal Criminal Law Amendm e nt Act Bnpplementary Bill, as recom- 
mended by the Oovemor-Oeneral waa placed in the Council of Btate on the 26th March and 
dieeuaaed next day, the 67V honraand paaaed, oppoeitkmiau net 
claiming division although they had opposed te Bill, eapeoialiy clauae 6, which saspende 
the Habeas Corpus Act. 

Barlier in the day, the motion for the conaidcration of the Bill was vigorously 
opposed by non-oAciala, but waa carried by 20 votes against three, the latter being 
Item. Kangaswami Iyengar, Katandihnr, and Bukhbir Binha, while during the oie- 
cuMiOB. Bemra. Bamadaaa and Vedamurthi had walked out of the Chamber aa a protest 
the pawing of te Bill at the point of te bayonet, aa they described Lord Beading's 

recosamendaiion. 

Mr. CBBBaB, in moving that it be taken into consideration, said be did not intend 
to inflict upon the Huuae a recapitulation of te melancholy series of Crimea and outnwea 
which bad rendered ncceamry the enactment of special legislation in Bengal. The 
Oovernor-General in promulgating an Ordinance for that purpose issued a statement 
and though he legiettcd that some tragic items had still to be added to that tragic category 
it still stood a oonoise and cogent suatiflation of the action which was then uken and 
which the Council of Buu was invited to endorse. The formidable teomdesoenoe of 
revolutionary oonspiraoy, designed to subvert the Qovemment by violence, and the pre- 
paration of a series of horrid outrages with that ob)eot, could no longer be regarded as a 
of controversy. The facu were on record. They were admitted even by those 
who solemnly denounce the action of the Government and they were avowed by 
ffvolutionariM tessaslvsn It' waa unhappily the fact that when a matter such as this 
had been for a long time under discussion and under controversy there was a dangerous 
and deploiable tendency for the facU to degenerau into pbrasse. He urged the Hon. 
Membem to envisage the circumstanow of those facu and give doe weight to their terrible 
implioationSi U appeared to him a very difficult cencluaion to say : ** A revolutionary 
ooMpira^ wi# teas obieeu waa in exiaisnoe ; but it was not a matter of great 

^^^^nM^were not dsaling sseiely with academical associations of theoretical Nihilista, 
but with men who believed lew in propaganca and pamphlets, than in pistols and picric 
^ho, though they indulged in both preferred murders u aunifestoes and who had 
meud and were psepared to act on these beliefs and these preferences. The Oovemment 
did indeed require special procedure in order to give doe application of penal laws. 
Above all else, what tbqr uquired waa an eflective measure of prevention, of precaution 
and of protection and those which bad been Uken were net hasty and ili-oontidared 
expedientsw They had enurged from prolonged and exhaustive enquiries of te past and 
asur^ned retuiu of txpAtnee. They wera sopportad by a oonaenaua of opinion from 
sBOcemive Qovamora and from iudieial, administrative and executive oAoere of every 
variety of experience. Conld it be argued timt these were baity, ill-considered and rashly 
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Bengol and IN objeet of iNt woe IN Intereols of pfliollo eoearitp» In order iNt, wNn 
eneh o ne oee ei ty orooe, o ponon ogoinet whom oooh on order woo mode aip N reoMwoit 
ffom hlo dottgerooi ooneioiiono ond from IN eeeno of hie ooU? llloo Ho did not deny 
INI IN gront lo IN BtcooUve Gonramenl of the powore of Ihol ehonetor woe o very 
oerloM moitert bot if ih(^ mcmore woe lo Nvo ony eSeoi it mnel N mode ofieotivo from 
iN ooteel. He hod hoord tN oolhoriiy of Lord Morley qoolod ae o groond of crltlolam 
; IN prinoiploe of eneh o meoenre. la nply N qooted Lord Morlqr in whieh IN 
hod eokl Ihol hie rlew woe Ihol IN powere given ondor Iho Begnlotion of 1818 did 
in ooMrgonej powon whieh might N lowfitlly opplled, if then wee on 


Oonolnding Rr. Cnror did not think thel N lied left it open to ony ooodld Judge to 
oaqnin whether behind IN brief oloveee of Ihie Bill or iN mon oompreheneive, but 
equally undlegnieed pnmeione of tN meeenm which It enpplemented, then wee oonoeelod 
any eubllety .of poliey or any nnenploiaed intenlioi^ It bed been alleged Ihol Ihlo 
to«ng odvoatege of eoueo inwuie oniregee eonmiiltcd hy Irreeponeible ond ieoloted 
indirlduoli, woe aimed oi o politleol parly wbeee aotivltim hod beoi^emNrraning to the 
Oovemment* He would not plead to o ohorge eo obeurd, ao moaifeetly unte- 
nable, 00 remote from foeu ; but N would not deny Ihol Ihie Bill woe ineplred by o 
potttieol motive. TN GovemeNnl of Indio wen, with Hie Nojeety’e Government and 
with the Porliemeni and with IN BrlUah people, pledged lo o progxomma of politleol 
advonoi In Indio lowotda Self-Goveniment. ■'They penelve oleorly, perNpe mon 
clearly than their crHloa who ore not eooleeely in teueb with IN fbrom whieb umN for 
progre m oo with them which moN for retofdoiloD, that nothing could N mon fatal 10 
iNee Inlenilona and then oepiraiione than IN obataoln which on interpooed Iqr low- 
temnem and violenoe Iqr tN eall of IN pietol ond IN bomb. TN GovernoBont on 
deletmlnedtodoolltbolintbemlieatoreBMnethenobetoelnondto keep open IN path 
for all men of good-will to walk in, witheui let or bindraneo. That ie iN politleol 
motive, and la IN reaolve, the determination whieh Ineplm thia moaaun.” (Applonnb 
Mr. TAMIH KHAN ngretted Ihol in promnlgoting IN Bengal Ordlnonee, IN 
Governor-General did not ebon hie reeponaibili^ with the Indian Legielotnn. Thie Bill 
waa to eupplement that Ordinance, ond wNl waa mon regrettable woe that It had come 
befon Ihie Bonn with the recomeMndotien that II N poeeed In iN form ae originally 
introduced. TN neceamry conclueion wae that thia Connell bad not IN right to toy that 
it agreed to Ihie donee ond wae oppoaed to IN other. How, Nwever the Governor 
Geneiol haa token upon himmlf IN enlin naponeibill^ for IN pamage of tN Bill In 
IN form M introdneed ond on the baaie of foeta whieh hod been ooannnnicated lo him 
by IN Bengol Government, Nt whlcb had not been plaoefi befon Ihie Council In tN 
muamtaanm it woe not fair for thie Houm to ellber op|^ or adppon tN prment Bill, 
TNenly poaaible ooone wae to leave tN Bill to N pamed Iqr there memben wN wonlid 
to hban tN renonaiblllty with the Govemer-Generol. Hr, for hie port, wae nd picpofed 
to aeeepi iN reapenalbilliy, becoon N waa net eonvineed el iN for IN 

Ordmaaee, Ho dooN Lord Bcadini eonri d en d tt neeemaiy to pan IN Bill aa reeam- 


j bat IN pioeodate adopted by tNammbenof thia Oannall would Nva bM very 
dtflnenilftNBillhadooamupbefonlblaOeuaaain IN Aral InMpo ^ tN ete 
It had been eeriNed hf IN Oovemor-GcMmL Than anal Nn Nan otflaN 
tN Oovernof-Oeaianl adopt thia otGt Bd a ; but tWa Cau n ell wi8 
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»Q| ia pownitir U tf«i thon nMOOt. He tbeiefonii kCt the BiU to be fMiod wBb tin 
Tote OK thoM who were In potetMlon of the leeiet hM end felt tbit S met be jimA 

Ur, NATBS4N leid be eoeld not iiipoiid to the epponl oC Ur. Ciwir. He ipdbe, he 
•eid with n deep feme of reepomibill^ end with n heety henrt.* He eontawi with 
ehenMtbnt tbwe wee on eanrebiet oBOfeaMnt In Bengel, the e e ht e n ee of wfaieh wee 
•eknowleij^ I 7 bmio thon one lender el e well-known peitj. He nondined the 
beennie they wen enemlei to Indie. It wee nothing bet iUeeloa to eeppon 
that eelf-governBont oonld be eehleeed by enerohiat methode. He did not ebon the view 
that the Oidinenoe wee eined et Bweiejiate M inob. Heegreed thet the enerohiet anit 
be pnt down, bat be did not egne with Ur. Crerer that the Ordinenoe end the 
Bnpplemenuey Bill were the only methodi of potting down annrehiite. Fboilitiei whieb 
were gifen even to Bir Boger OMeotent bad been denied to the aoeoeed onder thio Aet. 
While on the one hand the right of appeal had been donferrad, on the other hand the 
privilege of Habeas Oorpoa had been denied and the aooneed oonld be detelneo 
for any indemiite period. Uooh had been aaid of Lord Uorley*e views, Ur. Hatenui 
argned that mooh water had down onder the bridge. It was a matter of deep regret 
that this Bill had been binoght baton the Legislatnn at a time when the non-oo-operators 
wen besoming oo-oporators. The Bill would also beoome an Aet , hot he aimed the 
Government to realise their responsibility in this matter. He nrged the Government to 
let that the evidenoe against eaeb aoeaeed be placed befon the Commissioner and that 
all reasonable faeillties be giten to him to explain his innooenoe. He feand that hj 
brining this Bill, in the manner the Ctovernment had done, they wen thinning the ranks 
of the oo-operators. He begg^ the Government not to convert India into another 
Ireland. Indians were for traneforming the existing system of Government only fay 
peaoefol and legitimate methods and therefore nothing sbonld bo done which would 
int^ro in this, their noble taek. He regretted be oonld not enpport the motion of 
Ur. Crsrar, 

Bir D. P. 8ABVADHIKAB1 in a lengthy speech opposed the oonslderatioii of the 
BilL Ho anniysed the Oidlnanoe In great detail and said it was dlBUolt to eonelder a 
mmswe of tbit ohaiaoler. He did not think that snob an emergeney had arisen to 
wanant a mcasnre of this deeoription. Uaterials had not been plaoed before this 
CoanoU to prove the neoemity for the promnlgation of the Ordinanoe and mooh leii for 
the laelnsion of tome provieioiw of the Bill, espeoially the removal of the right of Habeu 
CorpoB. He was prepared to admit that there were revoJntionary oriminals in Bengal ; 
hot he wae not prepared to admit that there was a revolntionarr movement for the 
fnrthoimnoe of politioal wnnu and aspiimtions. Sir D. I*. Barvadhikarl then oxnmined 
the Ordinance from the legal and oonstitottonal aspect and oompinined that it has 
been broogbt before the Hooee for consideration. Bir. P. C. Uitter, who wae a party 
to the framing of the Bowlatt report, wae oppoeed to the Ordinance Bill. Ho (the opsaker) 
asked what was the neoessity for providing tor the removal of prisoiwre to other province, 
when there were endlem nnmher of )aili within Bengal. He severely oritieised the 
^muval of tho right of Habeas Gorpos and said in the face of this proivisiOD ho ooold 
not consider tho right of appeal to the High Court as any very mooh bopsfol provltioii. 
In eoBdneion he opposed the consideration of the Bill. 

Ur. YEDAUUBTHl legretied that owing to bis Ill-health ho wns not nhle to tske 
an aetivo part in this mmlon, hot his ill-health oonld not pievent him from roomding 
hie protsot against tho intiodnathm of the Bill, Ho was entirely opposed to the 
prioeiplei tbnt nnderlay tho Bill, and the policy ennnoiated in ik He hold thnt the 
0 f Hnhsaa Oorpao waa a voy axtraoidiaary prooedore which deprived a 
eitioin of hit moot ohtriahsd right. Prooesding Un Todamartbi mid that themwMan 
impremioa U tba oomdiy Umt the Goaneil of State wao a handmaid of tha GovonmMat 
ofIndiaandMat it tiiatid in tho oonatitotion only to regMec the deorem of the Oovmn- 
menl, Bvon this Oooneil to-doy wns oGerod nn nltimatnm ia the shape of not only s 
rooommondod BiU,bitolaoerttBodBUl ^ tho Goveraor^OeMml. It woe an iaonitto 
Iba Booit to ha oalted open to pam the Bill at the point of tha bayonet. Itwaeaeheer 
waote of time to dbmom the BlUaa tho Government had oomt with the dummtamlion of 
not heloi oonvtnieA Tioft dlmamienand advene vote wonid not make the Govommwif 
devlataovonby ahaMhNadtbfnmtbaoonraathey had ohalkad ont for tbmmrivmi The 
diMNriin woold MY bo a iuoo. Bo frit that bo ooold not tbanliio bo pmly to the 
pamM of the BUI and bo dmlmd tbiiL to ompbarin bis protmt ofmlMt Ibo Bllirbi worid 
wftbdww foam rim Hoorn when ibo BIlf waa 

Aflir bit apoirii Ur, ▼ liuig Ttt i bondM op hit paymo ond wolW 
CbMriUi vrltb o bow to tbo dbolr. 


ool oltfao 
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afr. KABJJ9D1KAB oppoM tte oooililmlioo or Ite BUI Ha mM I holUio wMt 
ofcirtalHiyail toflkoltfoat IqrlheQoforaaioot torttopaopioor Baogoload alao lor khair 
otm liiletiiij. Ho m M ioMfiooftliMi lor kiia Qov«rn«ani lo dopriTo (hair Jodloloij 
oCiiapoom, He foierradto tka Beogai BUI hefun kOa local Goanoilof Beogal and 
boiv Ik was oppooed hj promiMBk pablio aea ol khak profioca. He ilm orikiotoad kho 
Bill andar diaeoMloB ia dekaU aad Mid khak High Ooana ahoald aoi ba dapri?ad of khoir 
poweiii No Qua had bean aaado oak for kho •aapeaaioa of tba Uabaaa Oorpoa Aok. 

Lala Sakhbir 81NHA alao oppoaad kba oonahlarakloa of the BitU He ateriid khak bo 
WM not for abf isolation in kho ooaakiy. Man ot poaltioa and propertj wanted piokae* 
thm of Ufa and piopaity. Ik wu a pi^ that ia leooaimendiiig ibia BUI kho Ooeenoiw 
Qenonl had kakaa the enkira naponaiblUkj for the paaMga of the BUI on himaalf. He had 
fbffokkea that the nambara of khia Hoom bad aooM reapoatibilitj in the admiaiakiatioa of 
tba ooaatiy. In regard to the proualgatioa of the Oidiaaaoa ha did not eonmit kho 
Oenkcal L^ialatare. Thare the matter le ak ed and the reaponalbitikjr reatod wlth 'kbo 
Oovernor-Qeneial. What wu the aaa of khia Ooanoil now diaoaaaing thia Bill whan Ik 
had bean certifted f Therefore he tbooght that thej ahonld not oouider the BUI on 
ita nwrita, bat leate it to the QofemoMnt to do what khej thooghk beak for the ooaatfj. 

The Baia of DlQHAPATHlA (Bengal) regretted that be wu nnahle to rapport the BilU 
He feared thie BiU would not have the deatred elfaot bat might havo the oppoalto effeoi; 
Tbexo wu nothing bat martial law In Bengal and any num oontd at any time be aneeted 
by the PoUoe withont any warrant. It wu not right to pnnieh the whole proviau of 
Bengal lor the erimea of a few. Alieady ninety peraona had bean arreated and diitatned 
for ravoral mootha The appolnkamnt of Conuniaelonm wu a mere aye^wuh, Horeovtr 
it wu diflonlt to nnderaund the noeemity for a proriaion enabling the Oovomment to 
trandCer the prleonen from Bengal to iaila ontelde Bengal. Thia woald 'create naneomaaiy 
baidahlp to the priaonera Conclndlng the Ba|a uid be bed leeelved eereral oommanleatlOBa 
fran eeverel auooiationa In Bengal uklng him to empbatleally proteat egalut thIe Bill. 

Byed BAZA ALl uid the right of appeal given to the aoraaed dwindled Into ittig^* 
fieaam before the wpenaion of the Haabeu Corpu Act oontalned inOlnuaTl. The 
implloation of thia claoae wu very eeriope. A man oonhl be detained for any length 
ot time withont information agninet him beiag pat to the )odleial aorntlay. The Bepfu* 
aive Lawa Committee had clearly laid down that raetralning the penonal liberty wlthuk 
trial of any rab)eet wu inoounatent with the recent eonatitctional ebaagaa aad themioro 
the committee leoommended that ko be repealed. Beotion 491 of the Criminal Prooedaio 
Code ezpremly exempted eotion under the Bengal Begblation from liablliry to a wrik 
ot Hmbeu Corpoa, becaoae the Qovemmenk had declared kbpk kheir polioy wu 
kooonfine kbeir operation of the fcgaJnklott within the atriot llmlta propoaed by kho 
Bepreaaivo Lawa Committee, that ia, to be need only in the Frontier end backward tiaola 
and not to be need in cum ol inteinai ooeaeBOtion. Bat the Police of Bengal bad been given 
extraordinary powere to arreat may peraon withont warrant. The very fact that theaa man* 
eaiea wen neoeaury abowed timk the Bengal Police wu not ao cflioient u it ongbt to bai. 
He, for one, would aok give a car# Htmek§ kokha Bengal Ooveramut to order the Polioi ta 
do thinga u they liked. He feared tbu aader the Aot a Polioe eoaelabie wu a mightier 
individaal khan dir Alexander Hnddimaa nad Mr. Cnmr. (Langhtar.) 

Mr. y. RAMADAB (Bwarajiat) raid that two yun ago thia CoanoU wu invited to 
eo-operate with the Qovernmeat la taxiag the poor man by doabllng bis mlk tex and the 
nmnhm very obligingly aooepted the invitation of kho Qovernment. To^y they wen 
Invtied oooe men ko aooede to the Vioeioy'e view that thie Bluk BiU wu aae enti el lOr 
the good ot India. Ho declined to oeoept khak Invitation. Their oo-operatlon wu 
only winked when oometbiag extraoidini^ wu reqaind to be done againn the wiebu 
eC the whola oooniry and of the Anaublj. Ae to the atUttj of dJaenaalon and debate 
he arned khak the lepceaeatakivei eC Bengal aad el India had anhceltatiagly andja no 
aaoarMln tUBMi thia Btaek BUL After the rejeotien of three elaaan of khia 

unoan in ita nrennk obaoxlou form, they eoaJd aok icpiet the BUI, nor eoold thpy allow 
it ko beeome law. He held themfote that kheio wu ao ase of diaeasilBg and dehekiav 
kho dmm of the BiU. Bhailariy it wu no an lo oonvinoe the bareaaenipy who won 
kho Heel Ramo of the ladiaa wiulltaliiBi aad who wen aok Imblo ko change Ito viewi, 
Ho emahnkionUy entered hie profiaf ^ kho uiuae of Beokion d7-B of kho Oovora- 

awu M India Aok. ConclwHng, tha epeekff ieU that wikbuk ooiag any inlactiee to 
tiB ilintoiatii withoak «**>*«o to dintem hit faaoiloniu bo met withdraw Irou 
the drilhuakkni eCkbe Coaaeil ao fu aakhedEte of thie Bill wu oeoeefned. 

JktMr Hr. BMdM bad wMlMtodMi ifMiK kt o« «f Ite CkMbtr. 

»(•> 
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Ata Mr. Bunte hiM Icfl the Cbniber te praM agMait tte oMriag of the Bfll. 
ttr AloMte MUPmMAH addiMd the OommL B* «id that hi togfiif the Bill 
hi the laeoMeDded fens, tbm wm m talAitM cl utattai thh HaMe ton j other 
nj tbn with the frcottetreepeek He hid for Mncthee tatoyid the huMor of pniid* 
tag Ofw the delfberaiioM el the Coneil of thete and be voold do aethtog to lower 
the dtgnllj nd the naet lepetetioa which thie Conefl eojojed to.ladto. It bad beca 
earned that the Bill bad beeo bfoaght ienraid at the cad of the aeiaien. That wae 
aet tlw laalt of the Ooveranent, They bad to Jay the Beagal Crimliial Law AaciidaiCBt 
lot llaelf befoae the two boaeea of Farliaawiit for eight wprktog daya» and the Aet 
fteelf leeeind the taaotioa of Hie Majeaty only oa the 18th Maieh, Ko larpte wae 
•preag oa Ihie Coaneil at bad beta alleged by eotae aeoibere, beeaaae tbia liid Uea 
bileio the Coaaoillore etoee last Friday. Bcgardiag the neccatlty for the Act itaelf 
Sir Ajeaaadar ModdloMa aaid, that the fact of a eery aeriooa teneriat eoaephioy making 
the Ufa of the bma to the atract totolcrabley wmadmitted. The oidtoary law hid hrokea 
4owa. Jnriee bad failed to their daty. The witaeaaea were totiaaidaled and Boigal 
wae aUding alowly towarda that atate which filled eteryone in Bengal with aorrow, 
with berror aoaw yeaia ago. It bad been argoed that the action taken hj the OoTcmment 
wae net the right one, bat no o ne bad ooggeated any alternative. The Baja of Digapathia 
bid etaled that the aitaation in Bengal waa aomething like the Bartial Law regime^ bat 
nndcr the Martial Law, the aaapected peraon ooald be ihot Did they want it in Beiijpi] f 

Condading, the Hoeae Member appealed to the Coaneil to ahoaJder aome part of the 
rfapondbility which attachea to the m aintenanoe of law and order to India. It had been 
n ebarge repeated by thoae onpoaed to reforma to India that the legialatarea did not 
lavonr any action taken hj the Government for the nmtotenance of law and order.. He 
did not aoggeat that tbia Honae ahoald blindly withont coniideratkm endorae all that 
had bcmi pfopccad. It waa a matter on which the M embera moat eaamtoe their own 
oamwICBei very cloaely, and aea whether they were inatified in refnatog that* anpport to 
tte Oovornatent which it waa the right of the Government to look for from the Central 
LegWatare, and the Home to particnlar. 

Mr. GBBBAB emphaaioed that there waa a revolnitonary oonapiiafly very well orga- 
Bfaed and anatained. In anpport of tbia atatement be pointed ont that there bad ben 
larga importation of ammnnitiona which could not be obtained by any legitimate meani. 
Then there waa diatribntion of a very large nnmber of revolntionaiy pablioationa, and 
tbiidly there waa mannfactnre of a highly cficient type of bomb. The object of tbeae 
jovelnlionary organiaationa waa the overthrow of the Government catabliahed in India 
^ iorea and aabvert the aoeial organiam which waa the primary dnty of the Government 
loaappeit. 

Ilia Cioraf*a motion that iho Bill bo taknntaaoconaidoralioB waa pot to voio and 
oantad bp 19 ooloa to 3. 

The J mmbm weie Meaare. K. Y. Bangaawamy Iyengar, IL P. Karandikar and 
gakhbtr Btoba. Tbe 2§ mmdtrs were Sir Faiaaimha Paima, Sir Mobamed Habibnllab, Mr. 
Abbott, Sir Cbarltc Mewatt, Mr. Beriboald, Mr. Zahirndin, Mr. Dawn, Mr. CbaowicL Mr. 
MoWattera, Mr. Crerar, Mr. Ley, CoL Fatteraon, Dewan Tekcband, Sir Umar Hayat Khan, 
Bardar Cbaranjit Btogh, Nawab of Ldmrn, Mr. Bbiw, B. Miata, Mr. £. K. Mitter, 
Mr. Wild, Baja of Dnmraon, Major Akbar Kban of Hoti, Mr. Dntt, Mr Hate^ Mr. 
SlmfMe, BIr D. P. Barbadbikari, Baja Digapatbia, Mr. Bam Aii, Mr. D. C. Barnn, and 
MbanItaldbAmaiinli. 

Aftirtonncb,tbat la, after Mr. Bam 111*0 tpceeb, the firat thice elanaea were paaaed 
witbont any d i aco i a i en. A abort dlaomaion enaned on Clanm lY which antboriaea the 
Oovenmnt to order cnatody cC priaonerB in jaila ontaidc Bengal, bat tbia clnnae too wae 
paaaad witbont nny alight oppcMtlon. 

The Jaat ^nae, that fa^ anapeaahm of H«bem Corpna Act, am oppoaed by Mr. Bam 
All and Dr. farbadbikan, bat the Borne Member empbaaiaed that they conld not have 
iiviBlan al the grennda of action by n Jadietol Tribnnal when en-bypotbeai tbry were 
inaaltag n law in wbick they coahl nat dtoclcae the aonrcea of tafcnaatMin. Tbaelnam 
waapnitiaatoandniew memberaaaid *Bo%botBoaMmber datoMd divbrion wbn the 
BUHaamammendedby tkeOovmor-Gcacml) wmpattoveto and ouried. Hem again 
n tow monhan aaid, * Mo^, bnt did not olalm divialan. 



THS AUTUliH session tM$ 

The Attlamn Sets ion 

SiMLd-^2STif AUGUST i92S. 

The Antoimi Senioii of tiio Cooaell of State oooimeaoed os fjho 
95TH AUGUST is the Cossell Cbsmber at the Vioeregal Lodfe. Feettsg 
lefereooee were oiade to the deathe of Lord Kawliaeoo, Mr. C. R. Daeasd 
Sir Soreodfsoath Baaeijea. 

A resolotioa mored by Mr. Khaparde for as enquiry into the oopU* 
tion of the piece-worken in Government preeiee wme riqected. 

A reeotntion of Sir O. P. Sar^hlkari for a delegation of a few eleeted 
membere to form the nnelene of a convention to draft a oonetitntion for 
Britieh India waa poetponed. aa the Government motion on the Mnddiman 
Report waa going to be placed ahortly before the Honae. 

On the 26TH AUGUST Sis Government Billa were introdnced in tho 
Conncil of State without diacnaaion. These included a Bill to aupplemeBt 
the Oudh Courta Act* 1915, a Bill to amend the Criminal Tribea Act, and 
a Bill to amend the Cotton Tranaport Act. 1923. By the latter BUI Local 
Govemmenta were given aome discretion in the matter of restrictinf tho 
import of cotton in any protected area. 

Sir Narasimha Sarma introduced a Bill making very minor alteiatlona 
in the Trusts Act. igtfa ; Electricity Act. 1910 ; Minea Act. 1918 ; Work- 
men’s Compensation Act. 1923: Civil Procedure Code Amendment Act. 
1923 ; High Courta Jurisdiction Act. 1872 ; and the Criminal Pioeedore 
Code. 1892 ; and repealing the Burma Laws Act, i8>8. 

A Bill waa then introduced supplementing certain proviaiotta of the 
Madias. Bombay and Bengal Children Acts, which contain pcovialona 
affecting the appdlate and revistonal jurisdiction of the respective High 
Courts. It waa held that such provisions are ultra vires of the local 
Lagidatnre. Hence this validating measure. The last Bill introduced waa 
one to amend the Ports Acts. 1908. by which the Government of India waa 
empowered by notification to exempt, from the operation of Section 31 for 
any port. saUing vessels below a specified tonnage. 

The Oudh Court Bill. 

On the 31ST AUGUST, on the motion of Mr. CRERAR the BUI to 
supplement the Oudh Courts Act. 1923. was taken into oonaideration. Dr. 
Dwarkanath Mitter moved a aeries of amendments for the addition of the 
words ** or Chief Court" alter the words ** High Court" in several danaes 
of the ncbedule to the Bill. He pointed out that without such additions the 
position waa not dear, especially in regard to the rule-making potggrs of 
High Courts. 

Sir Macasimba SARMA said that the Government of India had foUowed 
exactly those sections which had been referred to in the Oudh Courts Act. 
The High Courts, cobatituted under the Government of India Act and the 
ChiefCourtof Oudh. would have to appoint a rule-making committee and 
wotdd have to take the committee's report into consideiatioa befoie the 
rules were framed, whereas in the case of other Courts the constltatloo of 
a committee was not compulsory before the rules were madei Moreover, 
the e xp r es s i on indndes a Chief Court under the General High Court Clanssa 
Act. 

^ed RAZA ALL on behalf of the people of Oudh. expressed gratitndo 
to the Government for establishing a Chief Court lor Ondh. He looked for- 
ward to a time when the Chief Court would be raised to the etatns ot a 
chaftesed High Court at Lneknow. the jnrisdic t ioo indnding some western 
districts of Agra Piovinoe. ' The BUI was then passed. 
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The Comicll next c u ed withcnit dlecneiioo the Ciiminal Tribee Act 
iAacndment) BUL the CotUMi Tiaoeport Act (Amendment) B.U. the BUI 
• m ending certain minor enactments and repeiUing certain otbeie, the Bill 
•ttpplenieotiag certain provielone ol the Madrae, Bengal and Bombay 
Culdren Acts and the BiU amending the Port Act of i9o8« 

The OfHnm Evil. 

On the iST SEPTEMBER Sir Devaprased SARBADHIKARI propoeed 
that the area lor the cultivation of opium be restricted and brought under 
etiicter control, and the practice ol making advances to cnltivators die- 
oontinoed Ikom next season. 

Mr. McWATTERS laid that in seven years the area ol cultivation had 
been reduced from aoo^ooo acres to 116,000 and the Government had 
arranged to rednce cultivation next year to 74,000 acres. The Government 
were considering the question ol concentratiog cultivation in certain areas 
in Older to bring it under stricter control. Moreover, the rate ol payment 
to the cultivator had been reduced from Rs. 15 to Rs. 13 per seer. The 
average revenue- from opium had been also leduced from Rs » crores to 
Rs. 114 lakhs. Export was allowed only under the licence system. Export 
would be stopped to those countries where opium found its way into 
iUidt channeia He announced riiat an independent committee ol the 
League ot Natloos would visit India and' the Government would allow 
them to examine their system. The age-long practice ol making advances 
to cultivators must continue, as otherwise the cultivators would be in danger 
ol getting into the bands ol money-lenders. 

A suggestion lor the adjournment ol the discussion till next session was 
nsgatived. The first part ol the resolution suggesting restriction ol the area 
ol caltivatloni was lost by 29 votes to ii, while the other part was rejected. 

Mr. Yamin Khan next introduced a Bill to amend the Interest Act, 
which simcd at preventing the accumulation ol interest. 

On the 2ND SEPTEMBER Sir Henry MONCRIEFF SMITH, as 
Piesideot ol the Statute Law Revision Committee and Chairman ol the 
Joint Comssittee on the BiU to consolidate the law applicable to intestyite 
and testamentary succession, moved lor consideration ol the Bill as it 
emerged from the Joint Committee. 

Sir Henry said : The Bill, introduced two year ago by Sir Alexander 
Mnddiasan, purported to be a measure ol consolidation. The Bill now before 
the Council had brought together all scattered law on the subject ol intesute 
and testamentary succession and a large number ol textual amendments 
bad been made which were merely ol a drafting nature. The Bill was 


RnpnnI of Repressive Laws. 

On the 3RD SEPTEMBER a heated debate was held in the Council of 
State en the motion ol Mr. RAMDAS, Swarajist, lor consideration ot 
Mr. FMel*s BlIPpsased in the Lcgisletive Assembly last March repealing five 
medal esnetasenta, tednding the Bengal and Madras Regnlatlona and tha 
Pr a ven t lon of Saditlooa Meetings Act. 

An attempt b^ Dr. Dwarkanath Mitter for reference ol the BQI 
to the Select Comadtiee wae also opposed at the Government would not 
cemsslt itaall to the prlndple ol repeal when the ordinary tew was not 
esfitetent to dial with assdast ^e State. 

Msn-oMctete, todudlag Sir Devaprasad Sarbadhikari and Mr. K. C. 
Bey, emphasised that the Assembly h^ carried the Bill as a party MDtmtt, 
dedgaed to crenta a pdlttcal efiact, and no detailed conrideration had bean 
fivm to the recommendnticaa ol tbe Repressive Laws Committea. By 
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to tbe Committee ttego ttieBSl eoold be thayed io toeepbible form. 
OM tbe powere neeesmty for the Goveroment to deal with daocecoiie 
dfleaoeo a^oet tbe State mold be maiataloed, 

Tbe motion lor a Sdect Committee was k»t by 90 votei to i). 

In the diteotsion for contidefation of the Bill a large number of tpeakert 
participated. Blr. RAMDAS, relytn| oh stateownts in the Sapm Commlttee*b 
report, pleaded lor repeal of all five enactments, some of which, he alleged, 
were being applied by the Government lor the soppieeiion of all forms of 
political agitation. 

Syed RAZA ALI. who remained nentml. jnstified his action by stating 
that while on the one band Mr. Ramdas wanted a repeal of all five en- 
actments. the Government, on the oUier. opposed even a Committee lor 
consideration. 

Sir Maneckjee DADABHOY opposed the BUI as a repeal of the enact* 
ments would result in anarchy, bloodshed and riots in the country, thereby 
Impeding industrial, agricultural and commercial progress. 

Messrs. Karandikar and Khaparde. supporting the Bill, pointed oat 
thalt repeal of the enactments would not weaken the hands of the Govern- 
ment. as the Governor-General could promulgate ordinances in 24 hours 
whenever an emergency arose. 

Mr, CRERAR, Home Secretary, opposed the motion. While he acknow- 
ledged Mr. Ramdas's moderation he did not sgree that the BUI was moderate. 
The BUI before the House did not contain the enactments which were 
included in it when the original 1^11 was before the Assembly. The 
Assembly removed the Punjab Murderous Outrages Act from among the 
proposed measures for repeal and there was partial mitigation of the ortglnal 
Bill in 80 far as it affected tbe Moplah Ontiages Act, but Mr. Patel bad told 
the Assembly that be would Introdnoe another MU for the repeal of these 
two as well. In so far as tbe lasrs mentioned In the present Bill were 
concerned, they undoubtedly conferred npon the Government the power 
oi oommittiog to cus»tody without a regular form of judicial trial. Mr. 
Cierar shared repugnance In the feature of tbe laws in question, bnt it 
eras only hard necessity which compelled tbe Government to retain them 
on the statute book. The Repressive Laws Committes's report should be 
taken as a whole. 

Tbe Committee were themselves very much impressed by apprehen- 
sions of the future and, indeed, tbe ink was bardiy dry whea they had the 
Moplah rebellion, which was followed by a recrodesoence of revolutionary 
activities in Bengal and the discovery of a Communist conspiracy in India. 
The judgment of the High Court in the Cawnpore Conspiracy case would 
reveal tMt tbe dangerous Communist conspiracy was not a thing of buieau- 
cretic Insagination. It bad been alleged that these msssures were archaic, 
antiquated and obsolete. They were not more archaic than revolution, 
not more antiquated than cnnsolracy and not more obsolete than amassifi- 
tion. 

Retention of these laws was doe to a v^ real danger. Persistent 
attempts had been made from foreign sonrces to intfodoce' in Indin propa* 
ganda againat india'a peace and security as a whole and not merely on the 
frontiers. There was subversive propcganda in the form of incitements to 
murder and rebdlion and in tbe concrete form of illicit arms and ammoni- 
tion. That wsa a danger which could not be lightly diminished, especially 
whan they referred to the case of China wiVere the trouble was due to 
Commimlst aetivitieai Mr. Crermr added Tbe Government of India have 
docnmentnry pr^ to show that attempts have been made and are being 
made by Communist elements in China to secure oonnectino with India/* 
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Mt THB COUNCIL OP STATB 

Pip ct dif g tfit Bom Secfoteiy oilMd the Hoaw to cooNdor' tfeo iatof 
Bottaol oti Ogot l M oi the BcMtfi GovorBmeiit te lodte witli tofud to its 
om ondaNroMo^ tkat it, tlioto pmooa, like lodlaa ConmoBiot ogaota 
aiho woio My tocootly in GMumy. the Gennan GovofBMit bad appliod 
to tko Gofomaont oi India to toeehro thoio ofoota on tlie gionnd that 
thdir aetiTitioi wove dangofona to the Ganaan State. The GoYonniant ol 
India wova bonnd to receive theae agentt baek to Indian ahoiea, bat oonld 
the Govenuaeiit allow them to carry on their propaganda. 

CoBclnding, Mr. Crerar aaid the real object of the Bill waa not to im- 
prove the atatote book but to impair the Govemmenfa power and weaken 
their mpooaibility. The obligationa of the Govemmeot moat be accepted 
and vindicated. No honeat Government whether ,in ita own intereat and 
ol the peoMea committed to ita charge or in the intereata of ita ancceaaora 
In title and liability can poaaihly be met orith an aggreaaion of thia character 
and omit to repel it by every meana in ita power. 

The motion lor conaideration of the Bill waa pot and loat. 9 voting 
lor and 29 againat it» 

Mr.PhiroaeC. SBTHNA lotfodnced hi a Bill to amend the Trangier 
of Property Act i8ga. The object of the Bill waa to amend Section 113 
by prodding an exception daoae dealing with gifta. 

On the 7TH SEPTEMBER the bnaineaa of the Coondl of State waa 
purely oAdal and laated only half an honr. After interpeilationa, BIr. 
Crerar moved for conaideration of the Civil Procedure Amendment 
Code Bill 1908. There waa no diacnaaion and the Bill waa paaaed. 
Similafly the Coondl agreed to the paaaage of the Bill to amend the Religi- 
ona Bndowmenta Aot» 1863, which waa brought forward in oonaeqoenoe of 
the recommendation ol the Qvil Joatice Committee. 

Mr. McWATTERS» in moving for conaideration of the Bill amending the 
law relating to aalt and aalt revenue, aaid that ita object waa to bring under 
direct oontrol of the Central Government the adminiauntion ol aalt in the 
Madma and Bombay prcaidendea. Apart from afiotding adminiatrative 
convenience the Bill waa In atrict accordance with the apirit of the Reformed 
Conatitution. Ihe Council again without diacnaaion paaaed thia Bill. 

The Bill conferring certain cxemplicna on membera oi legialative bodiea 
waa then taken into conaideration by the Council at the inatance of Mr. 
Crerar and paaaed» aa waa alao the Sikh Gnrdwara Act Supplementary BUI. 

Indianlaation ol High Commiaaionera Office. 

On the 8TH SEPTEMBER Mr. Sethna moved that atepa be taken 
to todianiae the atafi and eatabliahment of the High Cemmiaaioner in 

The debate laated more than two honra and the motion waa oarried, 
with an amendment by Sir Moneckjee Dadabhoy auggeating that Indianiaa- 
tion mnat be carried out aa far aa la compatible with economy and efficient, 
and mnat take plaoe among the higher alalf and eatahUahmant. 

Tranaier of Pro per t y Act. 

Mr. SBTHNA, in moving for conaideratioB of hia BUI to aaMOd the 
Tianaiar of Pro p er t y Act. aaid the object waa to dear the dohbt that at 
pr a aant exiai a rt whether aaajgnmanta without ccnaidecatlcn of certain 
aettenahto rtalma thcaa. lor example, which oooaiated In Ufa^pottcleA were 
governed by Section tag or by Saetico igoof the Act. It atood to reaaon 
that when a man aaSgnaS hia life inaurance policy to hia wife, or other 
relative a mere wiltlan inatrument m^t to aaffice. and that he ahonld 
not be pat to the taonhle and enpanae of getting the Inarrumant regiatered. 
BntSacte lag waa capaMa cl an Inta^tMa bf which mg i a tiato 
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mddmcf aigbt be raDoved bf ed dlH ^ eaoeplta to Soette loj* 

At tbo toonocn ol Mr, Cbodwidk ovtobi duldng oiaondtitBte to give 
^ to tbo iatooUoM of the mover wem mede aod the Bill eo i 


Womeo*! FieacbiMt Rblei. 

Ob tl|i gTH SEPTEMBER Mr. CRERAR, in oMdng the noeeptniice of 
the Co ei i y of Stole to omendmentr being mode in the electocol nuee oe re* 
oommAbted by the Mejocity Report of the Mnddimon Committee espioined 
the hietofy of the^coee by quoting reoommendotlone of the Joint Meet Com- 
mittee. Theee roeommendotlonj referred only to fronchiee. thot ie» to the 
odmWon'of women to electocol loUe ot voteie. There woe no reference to 
their etonding oe condidotee either lor locol Conncile or to the Centrol Legit- 
lotore. The joint Select Committee fxpreecly xontemploted thot the initio- 
tive in thie motter moot come from the Legielotocee. The electocol rulei 
provide thot on o reeolutlon peered by the Council recommending eex die- 
qnolidcotion lor regietcotion to be removed in reepect of women the Govern- 
ment ehould moke regulotione occordingly. In eo for oe odmieeion of women 
to tbe.lconchiee to vote woe concerned no further amendment of the electocol 
* rnlee then oontemploted in the preeent reeoludon, either in the core ol 
Provindol Coondie or in the core ol the Central Le^eloture woe neceesory. 
II title dieqnolilleotlon in reepect ol etonding oe o candidate for the Council 
ol Stole woe propoeed to be removed then there ehould be a epecific ond 
eeporote reeolotion ond the Provinctal Councile muet aleo pace eimilar 
concurrent reeolutiona. So far Bombay, Madroe, the United Provincee and 
Bengal hod poiieed euch reiolutlone and Burma etood on o different footing. 
II o reeolotion to remove thot disquolificotion woe oetnolly potted in thie 
Council then it would apply in the caee of theee Provincee ond would not 
apply to the other Provincee onleee and until the Councile in thote 
Proidncee oleo poeeed eimilar reeo*utione. The question woe whether the 
Council endoreed the recommendatioae ol the Reforme Enquiry Committee 
thot the electoral rulee ehould be amended in euch manner that if thit 
Conncil enbeeqnently paeeed a reeolotion removing the reetriedone regarding 
etomhng oe condidotee ond if the neceeeory concurrent reeolutiooe were 
obtained in the locol legieloturee then disqualification could be removed. 

The reaolution woe eobsequeotly carried. 


Bounty for Sted Indoetry. 

The Conncil then diecuseed o Government reeolotion propoeing pay- 
ment of o bounty to the steei industry up to Re. ho lakhs lor i8 months 
Iram the ist October. 1925, to the 31st March. 1927* bounty being 
ot tile note of Re. 12 per ton. 

Mr. Chadwick said tbe cose lor o bounty rested on three-fifths of the 
qonniity produced by tbe industry ond pointed out that if Re. 60 lakhs 
were gionted it would coneidexobly help the industry to estobbsh itself. 
At the come time there woe need for o rednetioo of tbe works cost ond if 
the Govemmentie ontidpotions proved true the Toto Company would earn 
o pnfit very soon. 

Mbn-offidol members gave general enpport to tbe resolution which was 
oventnoUy carried. 

Indians in South Africa. 

On the loTH SEPTEMBER tbe position of Indiani in South Africa, 
2rith particular refer enoe to tbe Areas Reservation ond Immigration aoJ 
Rggistiotioo Bill, ot that time on tbe anvil of the South African Parlia- 
ment, was dlecnssed in tbe ConacU ol State on the motion of , Sir 
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Dmmiid Sarbidhtal, who fanawdiate ttept to item aod lafo* 
ioard the flfbto of ladtaai. 

Mr. Hatoiao aod lfr« Baosidai Fuitalo daterfbad tha Bill htooia the 
Sooth Alfteao FatHammt ao a dlieet elolaBon of the Smoto^adhl agroe- 
meot, aad* U pi aw d . the ilghii aad pfietleget of Indiane both bora aod 
domiciled theie, ipohld be tokeo away. Mr. KaiamHkar mid the preelige of 
the Britlch Bmpice wae toroHred. Sir Uamr Hayat Khao eoggeeted lepatria- 
tiooif the pcoldem cookl ootbe wdved otherwiee. 

Mr. K. C. Eoy etfoagly aopfMrted the propoml lor a roood-table coo* 
leiiiioe, first enggetoid hf Mr. Thomeoa (ez-Cokmial Secretary) and mid 
there was a clear cam for loterventioii by Hit Majesty*e Qoveniment lo 
that there ooold be a iolntioB* aot ia the interests ol Indians alone, nor 
in the intereete of Sooth Africa aloBe« bot in the bigger inteistlt of the 
BIrtIMi Empire. 

Mian Sir FaM4-Hamtin accepted die amtion and stid that althongh 
the position wae delicatea becaum South Africa was a sdf-governing 
Demmion^ yet the door for negotiation was not still doted. When 
th.? Indian Government were negotiating for a roood-table conference 
a bombthdU in the form of die Retervadon of Arett BUI, wat introduced 
ia the Sooth African* Pstliament. The Standing Emigration Committee, 
at well at Sir Devapratad Sarbtdhikari aad Messrs. Motilal Kehro and 
Jinnah were of opitoon that the Indian Government shonid nse its good 
offiem for a better nndemtanding between India and South Africa and not 
for the intervention of higher attChprities in the internal afiairs of Sonth 
Africa. The Government of India had already expremed dimpproval of 
the Bi>l to the Sooth African Government, and wonld follow it up with n 
detailed repretentation. The Government wonld try to secnie Jnstice and 
fiir |^ay.«nd not oonceeebna 

Age of Content Bill. 

The Conndl next peered the Age of Content Bill at patted by die 
Legiilative Atiembly.with a minor amendment. There wat a heated debate 
on the propoted age-limit ia the cate of marital relationt, but it wat accepted 
by a majonty* 

The Reforma Enqairy Committee Report. 

On tbe iiTH SEPTEMBER tbe Mnddiman Report came up for 
dttcuttion in the Connell of State. Mr. CRERAR. Home Secretary, in moving 
tbe Government reaolation for acceptance of tbe Majority Report 
nihied the Connefi to me tbe problem in itt tnie pertpective not only of 
dimentloot bot of time. From the maendmentt to tbe resolution on tbe 
agenda it was clear that the leaders of all political thought in India had 
thamaelvm definitshr dednred that die political progress of India 
mnst prooeed on and be governed by them principles, but the Council 
must lecognite the vaet dimensions of the common enterpriee. DneaUe 
iaelltntlooa weto of dow growth. He was not suggeating that India most 
vralt for eenturiqi to achieve her goal, hut he pointed ont toat the inception 
of respondhle government in India was not yet six years old. 

There were legal aad oonadtutional conditions inherent in the toek itself. 
The first df these wnennfficiently recited ia tbe preamble to the Government 
of India Aot* whieb atates tbe fundamental doctrine of the responsibility of 
F^Uamentand that the time and manner of ecchadvance can be determined 
only by Parliament. All responeible public opinion, however divergent in 
other matteia. wae agreed or, at loaet, wae prepared to aocejpt it at the baale 
of all practical dimuasion. We must mtisfy Parliameot.*^said Mr. Crerar. 
** Wo must mtisfy tbe tribunal that PsHlament is to mt op to examine aad 
se|fert on all claims and all evidenos of every step that we propom ahoold 
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iM triM. We most qae to the foil all the fnow pee lo oorpoMHloo. 

i%l htIUty has bean lolljr tfied oBd teod wettllO|. IW 
eo-opetatlon invited and required Iqr the Seeietafy of State aad the Vloeaogr 
^ • atipolation made by one party to the neiotiatloaw bat a plain 

and can di d atatcinent of a f ondanmnlal aolotlon idl ihn 

podiblem wliioh hea before oa bodi« and withont which neither een aarooiii, 
thesaioie. invite theConncU to conaider the laaolotion in thie apirit** 

Mt. SETHNA then moved hia amendmedt* which waa aobalantlally the 
eame aa Pandit MotUal Nehro'a amendment in the Aaaambly. 

Mr. RAMDAS aald hia amendment waa alao on the linea of Bfr« hethaa*a 
amendment. He felt that the Government had no leaal or moral right to 
oontinae to keep India as a dependency. 

Sir Deviapfaead SARBADHlKARt then moved hia amendment snggeatr 
ing a convention and otherwise materially covering the ground of Me. 
Sethna*a amendment. 

Sir Alexander MUDDIMAN expieaaed diaapointment at Mr. Sethna'a 
speech. He regretted the reflection cast on the Bfaharaja or Bordwao nho 
was one of the biggest zemindars io Bengal and had therefore aa great a 
stake in the country as Mr. Sethna. He particttlarly regretted the profodioei 
against Indiana who had been in the service of the Crown. II t^ was So 
oontinae India would not be aa well served as in tbe past The Miaoritf 
Report hhd made only one recommendation, that the Constitatioo be ended 
and another ConsUtution be suggested by a Royal Commieslon. This Hooee 
consisted of practical men, to whom he app^ed to take a practicat view 
of the sitnation. 

Sir Maneckjee DADABHOY supported the Majority Report of the 
Muddiman Committee and regretted that be could not agree with the amend- 
ments of either Mr. Seihna or Sir Devapraaad Sarbadhikati. He did not 
want to discuss whether the majority was really a minority, but be accepted 
what was practicable and attainable, and not wbat was chimerical. Tbe pro- 
posals of the Minority Report went beyond tbe scope and purpose of the Act, 
as their ultimate recommendation was tbe appointment ot a Royal Commii- 
•ion. it was surprising that two signatories to the Minority Report should 
have supported the amendment of Pundit Motilal Nehru, bmw tbe pro* 
posals contained therein were matters for separate consideration and were 
irrelevant as amendments to the Government resolution, which b^ reference 
only to improvements in tbe Geverninent machinery by rule-making poweie. 
These amendments could not be moved constitutionally in the face of the 
preamble to the Act. The amendment asked for immediate full responsible 
Government, if not Dominion Government. Wes it right or within the power 
of the Council of State to come forward v.>h a catalogue of tbeee tormidable 
demands and ask by a stroke of the pen that tbe present Constltutioa ehould 
be eet aside, and that a new Constitution should be given ? Even tbe 
author • of the Montagu-Chelmsford Report not contemplate eueb a 
demand. Concluding. Sir Maneckjee said : 1 have a large stake In tbe 
prosperity of this country. 1 yield to none, not even to Mr. Ramdae. in 
my love of country, but 1 believe that tbe policy adopted in these amend- 
ments, a bich are intended to defeat tbe main resolution of Mr, Crecur, It 
onwiseand ebort-tigbted. 

Sir WUliam CURRIE said that the buitee • communittee w y t^ tte 
politic -ans to inspire confidence in their sense of icepomibility. Bbsmw 
men wanted peace and quiet to carry on tbeir avocatione. P****^®J 
could prove within the next two years tbeir real desire to ooH>perate and 
that the micocity would be protected and that bnsiiiess could carry M 
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Ittdias’a pdiitleal a^litttiootwoaldaotteoppoitdbf tli9 


lfff.KARAimiKARMldtte0dtAM^ Hm Majofl^ asd tha 

Ittaofto lay Id that ooe depMdad oa tba pfMmble whila tiia odm oo tha 
ci iDdIa to detam&e tba atag ee of bar advaace by baiaail. Wby 
ami! ttka amcndmaDt f rigbtaa IMikmtnt out of ha wlta ? it waa pat 
locWaid kyally ta tba loteraata of Graat Biitala and of graater India. 

Dr. Dwariianafb MITTER diaagraad with Sir Maoackjae Dadabhoy that 
tbaaaMDdniaot ofiarad an nltlmatom. Ha bowever bdievad that aa daatiny 
bad plaead ^am andar Britiib nda tbay muit aocapt tba poaitlon in tba 
praiMblaaod dapand apoa tba good wiwaa of I^rliament for a latara 
advanea* 

Altar a law moca apeediaa tba Coandl adjouned lor tba next day. 

Qalba I aTB SEPTEMBER tba Connell of State concindad tba debate 
00 tba Mailman Coomlttea Report. 

Mr* k. C. ROY moved tba additbn of tba following rider to Mr. Ciaiar *8 
taaolohon :— ** And that be do eonaldar and recommend the appointment of a 
Rosml Commlaaloo. or any other aoitabla agency, not later than 1927.'* Mr. 
Roy laid that aavaral members of tbe Asiembly, particniarly Pnndit Madan 
Mahan lUlaviya. bad nrged tba appointment apacifically of a Royal Com- 
ndarioa. Tba Home Member admitted tba day before that if co-operation waa 
loctbepailag. tbare waa no reaaon wby tba Commiaeion abonld not be appoint- 
fd eitUar tbiui 1919. Sir Basil Bladcattbad also, in anotbar pAaca, indicatad 
the aama view. Mr. Roy believed that co-operation was forthcoming, and 
that tba Swamjists were doing useful work as members of tbe various com- 
aMttaas^aad in tba Assembly. Acceptance of tbe proposal would mean a 
groat gWtnra on tba part of His Majesty's Government, and be appealed to 
tba Hama Secretary to accept bis amendment on behalf of tbe Government 
and tbaiaby nmord tba necessary gesture. 

Sir Alaiandar MUDDIMAN. in opposing tbe amendment congratulated 
Mr. K. C. Roy on bis wise speech. Tba data of tbe Royal Commission, be 
said, was not so important as what the Commission was to go into. That 
material was not available now. What was required was not tbe capacity 
of the alectoiatas alone, tried even thrice, but tbe sense of responsibility 
shown by tba members of all legislative bodies sent up by tbe electorates 
in sfbrkmg tbe existing machinery. As Lord Birkenhead bad ctesriy 
pQintad out, there must be evidence of a genuine desire to co-operate with 
tba Govasnment' in miking tbe bast of tbe existing Constitution. Bo doubt 
tits Council of State had co*operated, but tbe co-operation received in other 
naartaia was not encouraging, especially in Bengal and tbe Cental Provinces 
LeglMatIva Council* wbace tbera was no attempt to work the Rafonns 
granted by the Government of India Act. Tbe test for an acceleration of 
eonsthutioiial progress most be facts; and tbe Government could not now 
commh itaeli to any date named in the amendment. Tba popular leadara 
should endeavour to bring tba Royal Commission earlier by earnestly 
workins tbapressnt Act fully and producing convincing material. 

Sir Davapeasad SARBADHIKARI opposed tbe amendment because it 
hapilad acoaptance of tbe preamUa. Raferenca had been made to tbe 
aaoassitj of working tba present machinery fully, but there was a great 
AymiODaa of oplnloQ about the possibility of working Dyasqby. 


Mr. K. ▼. Rangaawami IYENGAR also opposed tbe amendment because 
no Ro^ Commimion was needed to find out wbat India wanted. India's 
dwnands bad bean repeatedly pot forward and were already well known. 

« Mr. ROY wlhidraw, bis pnrpoay In eHcitiDg tbe opinion of the House on 
the lubject having been served. 
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^ed RAZA ALl moved a cider ficopoMog that the Govemmeot should 
also take into careful oonaldetation the recommendatione contained in the 
Minority Report. He recalled that Sir Faxl-i-Husaaui» as a Minisiter in the 
Ponjab, had asked for the nnitary iqrstem of government in the Provinces 
by the abolition of Dyarchy and partial responsibility in the Central Govern* 
ment. This showed the Indian view. Mr. Rkza Ali however felt that both 
the Majority and the Minority had put their cases very well. The com* 
munal question was partly dealt with by the reports. He emphatically 
stated that the allegation that the Government was responsible for or pro- 
moted communal difierencea was entirely without foundation. Appeals had 
been made by the Government for co-operation and goodwill. Had not 
the Council of State supported the Government in the rnaintenance of law 
and order throughout ? Had they not come to the help of the Government 
when the Assembly had rejected the Princes* Protection Bill, the Finance 
Bills of 1923 and 1924 and even the Special Laws Repeal Bill ? 

Mr. CRERAR regretted he could not accept the amendment, although 
he appreciated the courtesy of the observations made by Mr. Itaza Ali. 
In a very few cases the majority went beyond the minority! and in others 
the minority went beyond the majority. The difiereo;.e between the 
majority and the minority was Urgdy one of method and expediency. Syed 
Ratt Ali. in the first part of hit nmendment, wanted the Government to 
give effect to all the Majority recommendations. The Government would 
do this as they bad b^ endeavouring to do, but it was difficult for the 
Government to ncoept the Minority Report, because the recommendations 
of the Minority had not been correctly understood. For, while accepting 
the recommendatious of the Majority Report, the Minority, at the same 
time* stated that there could be no improvement without an enquiry by a 
Royix Commission. The Government cooid not commit themselves to the 
actual implications of this amendment* nlthough the Government had 
every desire to show a spirit of reciprocity and good-will to the Council for 
the assistance it had rendered. The Government rejoiced that wise counsels 
had prevailed in the House and wonld rejoice still further if they prevailed 
still mere by accepting the Government resolution as it was. 

Mr* RAMOASS welcomed the amendment because it had given 
an opportunity lor the Government to refuse Mr. Razn All's offer of 00- 
operatioo except on its own terms. The attitode of the Government had 
shown to the Council of State that the co-operation which the Government 
often talked about wa^ to be all one-sided. 

Sir Alexander MUDDIMAN. replj^g* noted Mr. Ramdas's confessioo. 
The latter had supported neither the Majority nor the Minority. If Dyarchy 
had promoted communal differences* then it had brought the people to 
n sense of the realities of the situation. What was the cause of communal 
differences ? The cause was that the power of the vote was being lealised. 
and that the loaves and fishes of office were being divided and the people 
were getting familiar with hard facta. !t was not by controversy* and not 
by speeches that these matters were biooght to their notice, but by the 
hard logic of facts. 

Mr. Raza All's amendment waa rejected by 28 votes to 7. Mr. Crerac's 
resolntion waa tfien pot and was carried by 28 votes to 7. 

On rile 14TH SEPTEMBER the CooncU of SUte dealt with official 
business. The Bill to amend the law relating to the carriage of goods by SM 
was pMsed. Mr. Chadwick briefly explained minor chsngee. He ehafneterized 
the BiU ne naefnl and said it waa passed unanimonsiy hy the Aassmbly* 

The Conncil then passed withoat disenssion the Picovident Fund 
(Amendment) Bill and the Opium Bill as passed by the Assembly. 

30 
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The Goal GflkKag BiU. 

Mr. CHADWICK aest moved lor fbe cwiiideritiOD of the Cool Gmdtng 
ma M pemed by the Amembly. 

ShlfttMClneeDADABHOYweloomed the Bill. The cool trad^ he mid* 
had beco hi five yean. It was a matter of oantmeeny aow whether the 
Oovernmeot were jostified in pntthig an embaigo oo the coal tmde. It was 
regarded by maoy that It rallied the trade. Coal -was the basis of all 
Indastiifs in India and be congratolated the Govenmwnt on tbcir nnder- 
tahlag the proposed legislatioa^ The Bill followed the- provisions of the 
Sontb African and Anstiallan Coal Acts. 

Sir Devapiasad SARBADHIKARl observed that railway freights made 
it hnpossitde for Indian coal to compete soccessf ally with foreign even in 

India. He asked for a fresh assnrsDce from the Govt, that the larger qaes- 
thm of the coal trade woold be referred to the Tariff Board at an early date. 

Hr. CHADWICK, replying, thanked the Conncil for their support. The 
measnre dealt with one section of the coal trade only and that was the 
question of the export trade. He repeated the assaranoe given by Sir 
Charles limea in the Assembly that the question of .the coal trade would be 
refened to the Tariff Board at the earliest opportunity, but as whatever 
the Tariff Board recommended would have nothing to do with the question 
of the export trade, he asked the House to pass tl^ Bill. 

After a minor drafting amendment moved by him had been accepted, 
the Bill, as amended, was passed. 

On the 15TH SEPTEHBER Lala RAMSARANDAS*S resolution sug- 
gesting a special concession on coal freights in the case of journeys of 500 
ndles and above was carried by the House. The Government opposed the 
resolation, but did not diallenge a division. 

Use of Fire-arms. 

Mr. V. RAMDASS moved for consideration of Mr. Rangsehariar's Bill 
passed in die Assembly on the 9th September, providing that when fire- 
arms are used for dispersing an assembly, preliminary warning should in 
certain circumstances be given. Mr. Ramdass asked the House to remember 
that authors of this measure were not wicked Swarajists like himself^ 
(laughter) — but Mr. Sastri and Mr. Rangachariar who could not be said to 
have been actuated by any desire to weaken the hands of the Government, 
He was aware that the Government would not allow its officers to inflict 
any more injury than was necessary, or to destroy human life, except to 
the extent that was absolutely necessary to avoid a greater danger to the 
community, but public feeling was strongly for the Bill. Mr. Ramdass 
cxiflained the necessity of every section being included in the Bill in order 
to avoid unnecessary bloodshed, to protect innocent victims against the 
onlawlnl use of firearms. 

Mr, CRERAR, while acknowledging Mr. Ramdas*s persuasive eloquence 
opposed the motion, although the Government was in lull sympathy witi 
tne humane Consideration involved. What was wanted in regard to anj 
riotwae prompt, resolute, cool, responsible and intelligent action of ai 
officer, bnt the Bill interfered with an officer in all these respects. It bar 
been pointed ont that this Bill was framed on the lines of the English Law 
Under the Law of England every citizen bad n positive obligation of taUoi 
ffiw necemary initiattve in euppreseing disorder. The EngUeh Law also lak 
down that any peiseii who remained gfter a prodamation had beea rear 
hy n magistrate was a fdon. The present Bill did not protect the law 
abidiag dtiaeng, it did not certainly protect the officers, bnt it protectee 
the rioters. The eifset of the Bill was that not only the initiative of die 
officers would be gone and they wodd be reduced to machinee^ but the 
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PoliCB wMd be pesveated fiom ettackiBg ia oerUto cetet a gang of daooitt 
whon tbof had laboorad hard to pacaae. Tbea. oader the Bill a report waa 
eMentiel wad maat be eabaiitted to the Local Goveromeat withia 24 hoore. 
la ceeee of riot it geaerally took three or foor days to aaoertala the 
facts. Of what ealoe would a report be if it wae prepared withu 24 honra ^ 
Moreover, the report was to be a public documeat- aad could be used 
agidast die officer who prepared it. becanse the last sub-clause allowed 
pcosecutioa agaiast the officer without the peraiission of the Local Govera- 
meat. Could aay officer report fact which he kaew wouid be used 
agaiast himself ia a ccimiaal court ? Then was ao equity aor reasoa ia 
the last sub-clause. By such a provision officers would be deprived of a 
measure of protectioa which they now enjoyed. In India the ^sition in 
this matter was very different from that In England. Riots took place in 
which communal passions were roused and popular passions were interned. 
These feeli^s took a long time to subside* and while that exacerbation of 
fading continoed. while the odium of having fired was still there* Mr. Ramdaa 
proposed to expose . the officer to prejudiced attacks of those who might 
find it coavenieat to take advantage of the situation in order to take 
iome revenge, if the Bill was passed it would discourage those who were 
responsible for the maintenance of order and be a source of encouragement 
to those who were out to break the law. 

Eventually, after a long debate, the motion for consideration was lost 
without being pressed to a division. 

On the x6TH SEPTEMBEU the Council of State held its last bnsiness 
sitting when official business waa transacted. 

Bamboo Paper Protectioa Bill. 

Mr. CHADWICK* in moving for consideration of the Bamboo Paper 
Industry Protectioa Bill, said that had it not been for recent developments 
which were indicative of the great potentialities of the bamboo paper 
industry at a moderate cost this Bill would not have been brought forward. 
The results obtained by the Niabati Mill out of bamboo pulp were very 
striking and it was possible that India would not only in the near 
future be aeli-supporting, but also be in a position to ex{)ort paper to other 
countries. At present unless the bamboo paper industry was protected It 
would fall under the stress of foreign competition. If the industry did 
not make a success of their process then nothing would prevent the Legisla- 
ture and the Government liom withdrawing the proposed protection. 
As regards super-calendered paper being exempted from the protective duty, 
the Government would, through the departmental committee, consult paoet 
manufactures and newspaper representatives. 

Sir Maneckjee DADABHOY supported the motion because, as a Protec- 
tionist, he waa in sympathy with an industry which needed their special 
commiasecatioo, not only because it helped them during the war but also 
because it was a means of spreading knowledge. He* however, wanted to 
know why the preamble referred to protection for the bamboo paper 
indnstry only while the tenour of Mr. Chadwick's speech indicated protec- 
tion to aU Id^a of the paper industry. He also wanted to know what 
would be the difference between the present revenue under 15 per cent, 
ad-valorem and a specific duty of one anna per pound. 

Sir Devapraaad SARBADHlKARl doobted whether the proposed pro- 
tectiCMi would be adequate when compared with the possibility of foreign 
manofactoreis lednciog their prices in order to damp their goods. Sir 
Devapiasad pnt in « vigotons plea on behalf of the smaller newspaper, 
etpecially the Vemacnlar Press when the Govt, took into consideratioo the 
qnearion of exempting from the protective duty supor-eaiendered paper. 
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Iff. HAMDASS topportliig oooiidafatloii of ihe mi pletM lor a 
loui or nbildT to tfM Carnatic Paper Ifiil at Rajanaodry, trlOch 
aoeordiag to tbe Tarlfi Board, eboiikl receive help if the laoeev of Bie loda 
pnooeeo oe a cosBiaefcUl eeale was to be decided. 

The Bill waa tbea taken into coaeideration and paeaed without alteia* 

tion. 

Sir Naraafaaha SARMA asked for oonddeiation of the Umitaton Act 
(Amendment) Bill aa paaaed by the Legislative Aaambly with the 
ol^ect of extending the period of limitation in the case of certain anita 
from six months to one year. Tbe Bill was considered and passed without 
alteration. 

Standing Committees on Commimal Legislation 

Mr. CRERAR then moved : ** This Connell recommends to the Cover* 
nor-Genetal*ia-CouncU that in order to give effect to the recommendation in 
Para, sao of tbe report of the Reforms Enquiry Committee, the Indian 
Legidative Rales and the Standing Otdera of this House be amended 
sons to provide aa follows; (a) The standing committees, one to deal 
with Bill relating to Hindu Law and the other with Bills relating to 
Mahomedan Law, shall be appointed ; (b) appointments to these committees 
shall be made 1^ a committee of ejection, the members of which shall 
be appointed at one of the first meetings of the Council to be held in each 
year^ and should hold office for one year from the date of nomination ; 
(c) the committee of selection^ shall consist of the President and the 
Lmer of the House. supplemeoM up to a total number of six members on 
a motion moved hf me Leader of the House so as to represent the main 
divisions of opinion in this House; (d) the Standing Committee for Bills 
relating to Hindu Law shall consist of the Hon. the Home Member, the 
Hon. toe Law Member (if they are members of the Council) and Hindu 
msaoters. nominated by the comndttee of sdeebion so as to indude persons 
well ver^ la Hindu Law. and representatives both of the orthodox and 
reforming sections of the Hindu community ; (e) the oonstitution of the 
Standing Cmraittee for Mahomedaa Law shall be sfanilar to that of the 
ComnUttee on Hindu Law, except lor the subatitntlon of lo Mahomedan 
members for 15 Hindn members; (f) the members rff each Standing 
Coosadttse shall hold office for one year, but may be re-nominated by the 
committee of selectloo in successive years; (g) a BUI which has been 
rUiscfsd to the Standing Committee or a special Select Committee in the 
House shall not be refeim to the Standing Committee or special Select 
Committee In the other House ; (h) as soon as leave is given to introduce 
a BUI other than a Government BUI. and subject to Para (g) as soon as a 
BiU other than a (Sovsmment BUI which has been passed by theother 
House is laid on Bie table of this House, if ffie BUI ia oertUM by the 
Presideat to relate to Hindu or Mahomedan Law, it shall be rOferied to 
the Standing concerned without further motioh; (i) The 

standing committee shaU have power to e»mine witnesses and to cisculato 
a BilL 6ut wlfla it directs circulation the fact shaU be reporte d to the 
Council; (j) furtte procedure in ffie Connett after lepoct oi the Standing 
Committse is reos|ved diall be the same as the procedure on receipt of the 
report ol a SrieotCommittse.** Tbe resolution was adopted. 

Burlaess having concluded the Council then adiouraed ttti the next 

a » ffie 17TH SnnMBBR. when a B. the Vioetpy addressed ffie Counett 
announced Ha dissoi u ti oo . 
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Madras Legislative Council 

MADRAS--3 RD PBBRUARY 1925. 

The eleetioD of the Preeident of the Medrae Le^ridatiTe Coanoil wae 
held on the 3KD FEBRUARY when the Council aeeenibled with a full 
attendance of membera, Dewan Bahadur Swamikannu Pillay occupying the 
Chair. The first item on the agenda was the election of the PrcBident Only 
two candidates stood for election, namely Dewan Bahadur Swamikannu Pillay 
and Rao Bahadur A. S. Krishna Rao. 

After the Preeident had announced the names of the candidates for 
election the House proceeded with the election which was done by ballot 
Dewan Bahadur Swamikannu Pillay secured 64 votes and R B. A. S. Krishna 
Rao 42. The election of Dewan Bahadur Swamikannu Pillay having received 
the approval of Excellency the (Governor Mr. Swamikannu Pillay assumed 
the 

Judicial and Executive Functions. 

On the 6TH FEBRUARY a resolution was moved urging the separation 
of Judicial and Executive functions with effect from the next official year. 
The Law Member pointed out that the matter was at present under the 
consideration of the Government of India and when their decisions were 
obtained the Local (Government would give an opportunity to the Legislative 
Council to discuss the scheme. The resolution was thsreupon withdrawn. 

Revenue Collection in Taigore. 

The motion for the adjournment of the House to discuss the situation 
in Tanjore district owing to the collection of the enhanced rate of revenue 
was then discussed. Members from all sides of the House supported the 
motion, which on being put to the vote was carried. ^ 

The mover referr^ to the distress created by the recent fleods in the 
district and the sorry plight of the ryots. He urged a reduction of per 
cent* in revenue in the case of att lands and the stopping of revenue coUm* 
turns for two months till a careful invertigation of the condition of the district 
had been made and the remissioo applications filed by the ryots had been 
disposed of. 

On the 7TH FEBRUARY the Council voted a supplementary grant of 
Be. 65,000 under the Excise Department, and Rs. 1,33,837 for gnoti to local 
bodice for the repair of damage to roads caused by the floods. 

The Hon. Mr. C. P. Ramaswamy Iyer, Law Member, presented the 
report of the Select Committee, on recommittal, on the MB to amei^ ^ 
ooDsoUdate the Madras Civil Coorta Act 1873, and moved 
now the Committee be taken into conaidetatioii. The Bui after 

diseuaaion was p a ssed into law. 

the non-ofieial bnsinim transacted on this day waa the diaeiiarioii 
oothersBointioBof Dr. a Matsm MudaKar lecomasmidiag to ^ 

^ at least 40 per eeot of the poMa In both the lower and upper grades of 
the aervieea uSk the Govenment be reserved tor ooirBirahBUB BSndne. 
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per oent ftir the depressed olisses» 15 per eent. lor Mahomedaiis. 10 per oeet. 
for Indian Chrielianst 10 per cent, for Brafunios and the rest for represent- 
atires of other oommunities, and for reomitment by oompetitive examinations. 

There were vehement speeches both in rapport of and against the resolu- 
tion. Tlie discussion was not closed when tiie Council adjourned till 2nd Mar. 

Tbo Financial Statement 1925-26. 

On the * 3ND MARCH, after interpellations, the Hon. Mr. R. A. 
Graham presented the Budget for 1925-26. In an introductory speech, 
he reviewed the position during the past two years, and pointed out 
how, after several years of deBeit, it was possible for his predecessor 
to announce an estimated surplus of Rs. 11 lakhs at the close of 1923-24, 
but when the accounts of that year were finally made up, the position 
was found to be more favourable than had ^en anticipated, and the 
surplus amounted to Ks. 28i lakhs, the whole of which was allocated 
to the repayment of the outstanding debt The year 1924*25 started with 
the anticipation in that the revenue would exceed expenditure by Rs. 15*18 
lakhs. Events belied the expectations formed one year ago. Unforeseen 
calamities, such as the occurrence of floods and the uncertain factors of excise 
revenue considerably affected receipts, leaving the estimated deficit at 
Rs. 32,36,500 at the close of 1924*26. The estimates of revenue for 1925*26 
had been framed on a comparatively conservative basis, in view of the dis- 
appointment in the current year, the total result being an anticipated revenue 
of Rs. 16,51,79,100, or Rs. 20,72,000 more than the revis^ estimate lor 
the current year, with an expenditure chargeable to revenue of Rs. 17,19,87,800 
leaving a total uncovered revenue deficit of Rs 88*03 lakhs. 

Referring to the Transferred Departments, the Finance Member said 
that a total allotment of Rs. 24*66 Uhs had been made, of which Rs. 11*63 
went to education. The Council might complain, he continued, in spite 
of the figures just given, that too little had been provided for nation -building. 
The Hon. the Minister for Local Self-Government would like to press on 
with the scheme for rural water supply and for the extension of medical 
aid. The Minister for Education felt that he bad only made the first ta^o 
ste^ towards universal education, and a anted to get on with the Andhra 
University, while the Development Minister had many proposals for the 
improvement of agriculture and the encouragement of industries. In fact, 
obrarved the Ffoance Member, even to finance the projects already embarked 
oil ^ere must bo either additional taxation or retrenchment, which besides 
being unpopular, had already gone so far that if ingenuity could find further 
scope, it would be at the expense of efficiency. The only justification for 
the Budget lay in the hope of a diminution of contribution to the Govern- 
ment off India. 

Reierringtto the proposed remission of Rs. 126 lakhs, he said they 
might oombine thankfulness and congratulations to the OovcrnmcDt of India 
and the controllers of tbeir finances on tbeir being in a position to give the 
Provinces this measure of justice, but be added that it must not be supposed 
that there remained nothing to be done. They bad not yet got the remission. 
They had only the proposals of the Government of India, in which they 
contemplated iovitiiig the oonenrrenoe of the Aaaembly, and until all the 
prooeaaee neoeeaary had been eomi^eted, their figures could not be altered, 
end they must remain with a defile Budget. They bad ample warning 
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tbiA Rwre were iN>w6rhil iotofeito at work lo nid IMr torptak or Id dhMit 
it Id olhor umd. They were eUe to ezenaae greol iBflaeiiee io Ihe (liEpliiy 
Thiy were well oiganieed end had the lerrieei of ddUal propafuidkli 
in lie Pxeie and on the platform, hot to put it baldly the ehote now waa 
between the needs of the people and the proits of Ihe fldllowBeia» and id 
kmf as the issue was kept clear, he could not imagiiie there would 
be any hesitation ss to which was to be preferred. He believed that there 
would be such strong and unanimous expression of opinion on this 
as to show their representatives at Delhi that there was no lukewamuisas 
or weakness here. He said : “ The responsibility wiU lie with them, and 
they are not likely to treat it lightly. They will be heartened by the 
assurance that we shall accord full recognition to the steedlsstneas with which 
they will have to reinforce their patriotism, if they are to stave off ail 
attempts to diminish or retard the rectification of the iojustioe from which 
we have so long suffered.*' 

General Discussion op the Budget. 

The genexwl discussion of the Budget which was begun on the 4th March 
was continued till the 6TH MARCH and concluded on that day after the 
Government members had replied to the non-official criticisms regarding 
various aspects of the Budget. 

The Chief Minister, in the course of his reply, said that the reduction 
of the Provincial contribution depended on the pasring of the Finance Kll 
of the ^Government of India, and expressed the hope that the Madras 
members of the Assembly would do their duty towanls the Madras Presidenpy. 

The Minister for Excise, replying to the demand for exeise reform a^ 
the introduction of prohibition, said that the problem was entirely one d 
revenue, and, if the members could suggest a new source of revenue to 
replace excise revenue, the matter would become practical for solution 

After other members had replied the Finanoe Member replied on the 
debate. Referring to the Bombay Councirs protest on the sutgeet of the 
reduction of tbs^ provincial contribution be characterised the Bombay 
members as great believers in the game of blufL Those that were interested 
in the abolition of the cotton excise were not likely to slacken their efforts, 
and he sincerely hoped thaA the Madras representativM in the Assembly 
would carry on their righteous work of reducing the Provincial burden until 
in the course of the next few years the iniquitous impost was eompletely 
wiped out 


Voting on Budget Cranis. 

The Reforms Enquiry Report 

The Voting on Budget Grants eommenced on the 16TH MARCH 
when an adjournment motion brought forward by the member^ for 
Coimbatore to dkcoas the unsatisfactory character of the Mud d i m an 
Committee Report was discussed and was carried o n aD im ou sl y. Govern* 
ment memben refrained from partieipating in the diseuasion or votingi 
Non-offi<^ members, SwariDtsts, independent!. United Nari e Mli ri s mnl 
Ministerialists joined in condemning the Report as unnririaiiioryr l eMy 
g res M ve and dwappointing. The mover referred to the Majority reeommsod* 
atiDB as amonnting to a stab fron behind. He appealed to the p s rii ss fa 
the Bouse to join together in cDiidemmnt the Report and 
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Ab Miniilm to dedioe to oeoopt rooponmbilitiet of office tuileie tbeir 
doModc were gnuited fully. 

AnoffiMT member sew in the Mejorify Report OTidenee of miitroet of 
the BritU io the cepeeity of Indieu lor Self*OoTeniment end enmity of the 
bnreeneney toweide farther ooncdtatioDal progresc. 

Ilvi Remaewami Modaliar* a promineot Minieterialiet, in condemning 
the Report axpfemed the hope that it was not the last word. On the qoection 
of the faitiier oonstitational advancement in India he said that be and his 
par^ and all Constitutionalists in India who had given genuine proof of their 
bonaides in the working of the Reforms found that Dyarchy was unworkable 
and that ao immediate change in the constitution was necessary. He wanted 
the Brilaish Government and British statesmen to take a larger view of the 
sitoatbn in India where the political consciousness of the peoplci both classes 
as wen as massesi had developed to a remarkable degree and farther 
reforms had to be initiated immediately, for the Constitutionalists would 
have to be expunged altogether. Referring to communid and racial differences 
existing in the country he said that such differences existed even in England 
and Ireland, and these could not be held to be a bar to political progress. 

ftr K. V. Reddi, sx-Minister, strongly condemned the Bfijority report 
and said the Committee had not moved even an inch in the direction of 
further Reforms. Hie motion was carried and the Council ad(joun^ 

Land Revenue Administration. 

On the 17TH MARCH the Council voted Government demand of 
Bo. 364,51 lakhs for Land Revenue Administration subject to the redoe* 
tion of Bs. 1,30,000. Government policy in regard to the introduclaon of 
Land Revenue Bill in local Legislative Council and other matters ouch as 
resettlements in certain districts etc., were discussed before demand was 
dispeaed of by token motions and a substantial cut amounting to Rs. 1 ,18,000 
was effectsd from the anm by the Houe by refusing the provision for the 
Board of Revenue and urging its aboHlion. 

Excise Policy Attacked. 

The Minister for Exdse next moved his demand for Rs. 43,38 lakhs 
lor excise adminktration. Rao Bahadur C. V. 8. Narmimha Rida> leader 
of the Opposition, proposed to out down this snm by omitting the provision 
lor exniae dficeia. He pointed that this was merely a token motion and 
his party might agree to the cut being redneed to a smaller sum. In order 
not to hamper sdmimstnition their olgeot in bringing this motion was to 
express want of conddenes in the Minister for Excise in the matter of excise 
reform. He then went into vigorous oritioiBm of the Minister’s policy, in 
tlml there had been no active attempt made to put down drink evil during 
the last lom^years and a hsli He held that while Bombay, United Proviooes 
and (Uontta had moved forward b the matter, however haltingly, Madras 
had done Mthlng beyond constituting advisory committee. 

The honlde Hr. Pstroin replying oharaoteristed the moveris attempt as a 
party move after the Honlde ffiudster enussmted varions measnrea hutiatsd 
by hfts hi tharednelion in drink evil in this presideney. There wee a leduetkm 
olSOOOhi Mai nomber of Arrack and Toddy sho]^ and the prke of liqnor 
had been leksd whfle steps were also taken to reduce the sferengdi of Ihiuor. 
I mpcr t didy on loreign lignor had been raised. Besides aev^ f es t r i ct io ni 
were imposed in the l ocatton of the shops and their closing at a partioolar 



t8 MAS. *S5] VOTING ON BUDGET GliANTS z^t 

Umtoi^daj. All thata meMarai bad raaultad in radiioing oontumptian 
and loan of fateima to the exteot of two Uka. He held that the meeauraa 
talm in the direetioii of ezoiae reform in Madras were far in ad Taooe of 
Bombof* The system of lioeDsiog boards with non-offioial • presidents was 
also being tried and the Minister expressed hope that such measures as he 
had enumerated would lead them to the goal of prohibition. With regard 
to the adoption of a rationing system he 4iuot^ from the Administration 
report the opinion of the Bombay Goyemment with regard to its working 
and said he would not reoommend the adoption of that system in Madras. 
He ooneluded with a few remarks on the financial aspects of the matter. 

On the 18TH MARCH Mr. Satyamurti led the debate for opposition on 
Mr. Rafu’s motion of want of oonfidence in the Excise Minister. The speaker 
held that the Excise Minister had made no earnest move forward during 
the last twelve months for bringing down the drink evil and he had not 
initiated any policy tending to reform. He was also party to ruthlaas 
campaign of repression which was launched against temperance workers in the 
days of Don*oo*operation. With regard to finding fresh source of revenue the 
speaker held that it was unfair to throw responsibility on the Council which 
was not in confidence of the Finance Member. 

Mr. O. Thaniokachalam Chetty in opposing the motion characterised 
the present motion as a bid for office without convincing credentials. Turning 
to the work of the minister he pointed out there had been reduction both in 
consumption and number of persons going for drink since 1931 

Dr. John Mathai opposing the motion said while he recognised the 
increased need for temperance reform, the cause they advocated was not 
likely to make any move forward unless those intereated in it gave sufficict««- 
thought to complex financial issues involved. 

^r James Simpson opposing the motion said they could not make 
people sober by act of legisl^ure. In bis opinion steps advocated could not 
take them nearar to goal. 

Mr. C. R. Reddi supported the motion and apposed to the Muslim 
and nominal members to vote with the opposition b^ng their action on 
record of ministry. 

Mr. A. Ramaswami Mudaliar. a prominent Ministerialist, then spoke 
supporting the Ministry after which the motion was put to the vote and 
declared defeated by * maiority of 73 to 31 votes with the result 
the motion of no oonfidence in the Minister was turned down into one of 
confidence by a large elected mijonty of votes. 

After the excise demand was disposed of the Gonnoil proceeded^ to 
discuss the grant relating to stamps and voted the sum fully sulg^ to nominal 
reduction of rupees one hundred. 

Qovemor’s Household, Staff and Bodyguard. 

On the 81ST MARCH, the House proceeded to disonss a grant relating to 
the Qovemor’s stall and household. The question of appointing an Indian as 
Ftivate l^cretaiy to the Governor was raised. It was pointed out that su^ 
an appointment was desirable with a view to keep His Exceueney la touch 
with &e Indian view. A Chrietian member said that io view of ^ the ezislitig 
dash and snspidoo between the various eosBrnunities it was destia^ to have 
a EuropaaB Private Secretary who would be above such easdwas mm 
prdn^oea and wodd command the oonidence of all eommunities. The 
Motion was rejected. 

31 
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Aootlier molioD uned the eboHtion of the OoTernor^e bodjgoerd on 
the ground oi eoonoaij. It wee pointed out on behelf oi Oort, thet eTen in 
denooretio eountriee eneh perephernalie wee recognieed ee embleme of dignitgr 
nod the bodpgneid hed dietioctitre popular velne. The propoeel wee rcsiecAed. 

The Hydro-Eleetrio Development. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. P. Remaewami Ijer then pleoed hie etetement 
in the Council regarding the Government e poliey and programme in the 
matter of the fijdnrwleetrle development in the Preeiden^. 

After referring to the eohemee embarked on by the Bombay end Puqjab 
Oovernmonte he aeid thet Madras bad great poesibilitieB and was wellauited 
for theee enterprieea. Referring to the Pykara sehenDe on the Nilgirie he 
pointed out that it would oover areas in four districts and was capable of 
linking up a number oi hydro-electric centres in this Presidency. This 
scheme would cost three orores of rupees and fifty lakhs would be required 
for initial expenses. The mem'ber was convinced that in the development 
•of this enterprise lay the industrial future of the country. With regard to 
the ways and means of making a start be suggested the formation of a 
registered company under the Trade Facilities Act of England. With 
reference to the question whether sufficient capital could not be raised locally 
he said nothing would be better, but that was not likely. In conclusion, he 
said that a comprehensive statement on the subject would be prepared and 
placed before them before July, and that Government would not find any 
decisive step until then. 

Reduction of Executive Strength. 

On the 2SRD MAROH two non-official motions proposing small cuts in 
travelling allowanoes and establishment of the Executive were carried. The 
former urged the desirability of reducing the strength of the Executive 
l^unoil from four to three or two on the ground that there was not enough 
werk for four Executive Council Members, and some of the port-folios, lor 
political and economic reasons, could be transferred from the reserved side to 
the Ministers. The second motion raised the question of reducing the salaries 
of Executive Council members on the ground that this country being too 
poor could not afford to pay at the present scale. Both motions were carried. 

Another motion for omitting the allotment for the Staff Selection Board 
gave rise to a heated debate. The motion was brought by ministerialists 
who pointed out that the non-Brahmiu Hindu community was not adequately 
represented on the Board and that they being the msjority community had 
the right to control the work of the board. 

The Finance Member speaking on the motion said that the staff selection 
board was intended to eliminate patronage and to give equal opportunities 
to all eommunitiea. The motion was put to the vote and resulted in* a tie, 
thirty-Ave menders voting on either side. The president gave his casting 
vote against toe motion in favour of retention of ^e allotineut. 

Reduction of Ministers’ Salary. 

On the. SiTH MARCH the Council rejected the motion for reduoiiig 
the Ministers’ salaries without division. In attacking the motion for 
ledueiBg the Minfateia’ salaries some members observeo that the Opposi- 
tion proposal, if accepted, would seriously impair the dignity of the 
Ministers. The House once thought that the Ministers’ salarte should 
he Hand at four thousand a amth. The Ministers had vdnntarQy 
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a^read to diat propotol and now the Oppoaitaon wanted their ealariee to be 
irfneed atili farther. They urged that it would not be ooneistent with 
the digntty of the House, if such motions were repeatedly to be biou^ 
before the House. The Opposition replied that the sponsors of the motieo 
in fixing the amouot at three thousand and five handred were more geneioua 
than the Muddiman Committee and Lord Lytton. They raised the question 
for retrenohmest and believed that th • Ministers should set ao example in the 
matter. The motion was rejected. 

Reduction of Hi£:h Court Strength. 

The motion urging reduction of the strength of the Madras High Court 
was discussed in connection with the Budget demand for the High Court. 

The Member for University raised the question on the ground that the 
present strength was unnecessarily lar^e and wanted the number of judges to 
be reduced from 14 to 12. 

The Law Member observed that he could not accept the proposal without 
prQudice to. the interests of litigj.M^ public in view of arrears which had 
accumulated and the question could bo considered when the arreaie wero 
disposed of. The motion was pressed and carried by a minority of votes. 

Administr«.tion of Jails. 

On the 26TH MARCH interestin;^ question relating to Government's Jail 
Policy were raised in the Counoil a id the Home Member's demand for Rs. 
30*14 lakhs fOr administrations of Jail « was agreed to sulgeot to the reduction 
of rupees one lakh one hundred. Ihe reduction was effected under two 
motions. The first one was a token laotion propoung a cut of Bs. 100 to 
request Government to do away with ^-aoial disorimination in the matter of diet 
between Europeans and Indians. The jo'oond motion was raised for the pur* 
pose of economy by reducing the allotwont by one lakh. Two members indu- 
ding the Deputy President of the Ho no while speaking on this motion voiced 
dissatisfaction of the House in regard to the Government’s policy regarding 
M. P. Narayana Menon (Hindu C.origressman) who was convicted for 00 m* 
plicity in the Moplah rebellion and v u>>se release was uiged by the Oouncii 
iMt year by means of a resolution. 

The Home Member in explainiii.^ *he position of the Government said it 
would be very unfair to single 01 i Narayana Menon for release while 
hundreds of Moplahs, most of when bis followers, who were convicted lor 
minoroffences, were still in the jail. Such course was likely to create re- 
sentment in Moplah circles. The Home Member understood that Moplahs 
in the rebellion area were not in favour of his release. Both the motions 
were, however, carried. 

The Police Budget 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. P. Ramaswami Iyer next introduced the Police Budget 
A nominal out was proposed by a member to urge redoetion in strength of the 
City C.LD. staff. The Law Member pointed out that the s^f was not 
unnecessarily large and was too small compared with other cities. With 
regard to ^ charge that every poUtkml worker was being shadowed and 
tracked by two constables the Law Member held it was a very exsggeiated 
statement and could not be true. The metkm eras lost. 

On the 27TH MARCH during the discussion on the Police Budg^ sevcnl 
Uicmbais criHoised the Government's policy in regard to the Special Polioe 
which are posted in M ^Ubar and East CkMSt areas. A sum of rupees 3,67,300 
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M teen pforided in tte tedgel lor tte naintemiiee of tteee ipeoinl foms in 
tin rebel eieee of Meleter e^ llie Ageuej teeote and a rednotion of one lekh 
in the prorUon wee propoeed on the ground that there wae no neoeHitor 
lor keeping theee apeoial foroea in the areee ooneemed at the pro p o a e d 
atrength. Thit n»otion waa earned hy SS againat 30 Totea and the deiDMnd for 
nbiiee adniniatmtion (Ba. 103,97 lakha) vaa agreed to anbieet to reduction 
of one lakh« 

The CoancQ next voted 9*07 laka for education reaerved ; 101*11 lakha 
lor edncadon tranaferred. All the remaining demanda were pot from the 
ehair and agreed to without diaeosaion. 

Governor Certifies the Police Budget 

On the OOTH MARCH the Preaident read a meaa^e from the 
Governor eextifying eertain itema of the Budget proviaiona aa being 
eaaential lor the diaeharge of hie reaponaibility for the administration, 
nese provisions were adversely voted upon by the Council during the 
Budget debate and relate to the abolition of the Official Receiver, the reduc- 
tion of the number of High Court Ju^es, the abolition of the Board of 
Revenue, and the disbandment of the Special Police. 

The Leader of the Opposition in making statement sakl that in view of 
the certification of certain Budget inrovisions againat the wishes of the House, 
hia paitj had decided not to attend the day a proceedings. He requested the 
Preeident not to take their actions as ^respect shown to the Chair, 
the BLouae or the Government He then withdrew. 

The Remitted Provincial Contribution. 

The House next considered the supplementary grants and when a few 
demands had been disposed of, the member from Kistna moved that further 
demands be adjourn^ till the Government bad considered in the Cabinet 
the question of the disposal of the Ra. 1,16 lakhs derived from the remission 
of the Provincial contribution. The mover was interested in the allocation 
of auffident funds for the nation-building departments. He was supported 
by several other members and the remaining demands was carried. 

Cochin Port Trust Bill 

The Finance Member next introduced the Cochin Port Trust Bill, 
provUUng for the regulation, conservancy and improvement of the Port of 
Cochin. The Bill proposed to constitute a Board of Trustees to carry out 
the provisions of the Act consisting of 10 to 15 members, including the 
Chairman and theVice*Chairmao, as the Local Government may notify, two 
Trustees elected by the Cochin Chamber of Commerce, one by the United 
Pkmters* Association of Southern India, two trustees appointed by the Local 
Government and two Trustees nominated by the Co&n and Ttavancore 
Biclee elch* Rot less than tworfifths of the number of Triistece shall be 
Indfans anthno penoD shall be qualified to be a Trustee if he is not a 
BrbU snlje^. cl aa Indian State. The Bill was referred to a Select Com- 

(ki the SlSTxJjlABOH the Council dienussed non-official bnaineas. 
One aon*coBtenlione m of purely local interest rebting to munidnal aflaira 
was passed and two o^er similar bills were introduced. 

.Mr* 8atayamuithi*s Bill to amend the Plesideiil^a Salary Act, providing 
iCf ItePlteoidentof tteCouneil to be a whole-time officer, who should not 
amste* himeslf in any other remunerative .work, wae poa ^ onad to noat 
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•eiiMNi OB the adTioe of the Hod. Mr. C. P. BeaiMWAmy Iyer* leeder of the 
Hbaoe, who racgeeted that the qaettion be oootideTed iy a oonferenoe of 
leadete of all paztiea in the House with a view to introdueiiig a Bill to 
whu^ the House oould oonsent unanimously. 

Loans to Malabar Planteis. 

A member from M ala b a r moved adjourninent to raise a disoussion 
on the Goremment's proposals to write off loans given to private individuals 
and planterst so far as such proposals related to loans of Ks. 1,000 and 
above and tiie payment of Es. 41,000 to Poliankode Rubber &tate (a 
European oonoem) in Malabar on aocount of losses suffered during the Moplah 
rebellion. 

This matter was the subject of a lively discussion. The mover and his 
supporters complained that, while the Government extended their help to 
the estate referred to and some other individuidB, hundreds of other 
sufferers were left in the cold. They would have had no objection if the 
same treatment bad been meted out to all people oonoemed, irrespective 
of race or position on the mere merits of the eases. They held that the 
Government's policy underlying this matter was questionable. The motion 
of adjournment was carried. 

The Houses next proceeded to discuss the resolution relating to the 
appointment of a committee of officials and non-officials to enquire into 
and suggest measures to put a stop to the existence of corruption amongst 
public servants of all grades. 

The Law Member pointed out the impraoticability of the proposal and 
pointed out that individual coses were receiving the attention of the Govern- 
ment. The resolution was rejected. 

On the 1ST APRIL the Council held its last mooting of the present 
session. The resolution for the appointment of a conauitteo to inquire into 
the grievances of uon*gazetted officers was carried after prolonged discussion. 

The next important matter discussed related to tbo excise policy of the 
Government, and a resolution was moved that the excise policy should lje 
radically changed and immediate steps should be takon to secure a substantial 
reduction in consumption of intoxicants in the presidency at once, and total 
prohibition in the near future. 

The Minister for Excise gave assurance that bo would give the House 
opportunity to discuss the report of the Excise Comiaitteo before orders are 
passed on it and the resolution was thereupon withdrawn. 

The Houae then adjourned aine die. 

Autumn Session 

MADRAS’^ J eTH AUGUST 1925 

The aatamn seiiiioii of the Msdrat Lq|islative Cooiicii commenoed on l8Tli AUOUCT 
in the Conncil Chamber, Fort St. Ueorge, Dewao Babsdor Swamyksnno Pilisy presiding. 
There was a large attendance of membera. 

Qovemor on Hydro-Bleetric projects. 

After the new members had taken the Oath of Allegiance, H, B. the OOVBBNOR 
addicmed the Conncil. Hia Kxoellenqy lelerred to the lom which the Coanci 
Trcaidenqy in general had enaUined in the death of one of their foremoet eitiseus (bir T. 
Chclty), who wae at one time a familiar figure in the Council. ^ 

Pssting on to other matters His Bzoellen^ said “ The Hon, Members 
vHh my Oovemment the mtiifaetUm we feel that, as a result of the oonelasicm oC 
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MMftiafoM wHIl M^fon^ wt wm AOtVIed to obloiB the Motloii U tho Beowl M y ol 
Stole ID |he ooBitraotioii of o pio|eot wliieh will not onlj holp to inignte Of«r*M^009 
nerai of fieib IninL bat will olio ond Mlegooid the osiitiiig IrrisotioB qroton in 
Triehinopol j ond TAninc dlMeui 

*>Beioro 1 Icofo thii mbjeet I ohonld libo to eongrotoiote »▼ oolleogae^ Sir 0. P. 
Bomoowonp lyor^oadnU thoM who ho^ worbod under him, on the mooiM thot hio 
attended their, nnflogginf efbrU to promote one of lndio*« greoteit irrigotion projeoto. 
It to the obieot of my Gofemment to initiate ond pnoh throngh oo enpeditkNuly oi 
powible oortain ichemei for the oheap production of power frcmi hydro-oleotrio oentreo. 

** The otiMt piomtoiag of the loheme to the one in relation to the Pybbaro water-foltoy 
whieh the Qofemment ore anxioni to inangniate, not only beoauie of the natnrol 
taeilittoi of the particular Ipoality, bat beeouie for Torioni reaioni it will, in oor opinion, 
be the beet obje^tomon to the people at large of the odTontogee of cheap power. 

Certain nigotiotlona )ehich hoee been pending for the purpoie oC«enobling the 
Qoeemmont to le-aoqnire oontrol oeer water-power in the locality, ond to re-pnrohoae the 
oonoeialon that hod been granted by the Modiai Goeernment before they enftooged 
lohemeo for the ntiltoalion of each power hove jnit now been happily oondoded, and, I 
trait, that It will be pomibte to mart worb at a eery early period. 

The Hon. Membma of thto Gouneil will alio be intereated to learn that a joint in- 
eemigation hydro-eleotrio pomibilitieB in South India to now being carried on by the 
Gofemnent and the Booth Indian Bailway Company, and if, ai to hop^, the lenilta of 
laoh infeaUgation are laeourable, the aubject of the electrification of a part at leait of 
the Sooth Indian Bailway will oome within the range of praotioal politloi. Sneh eleotri- 
fieation will not only be of great uie from the railway point of view, but will eatabltoh 
oentrei of dtotribation and ntiltoation of our power reoouroea 

After the Gotemor'i apeeoh demanda for inpplementory granti under earioni heada 
wciediaouind and dtopoaed of. 

Mr. Iyengar*! Adjonmment Motion 

The Pveiidettt annoanoed iMfore the Home adjourned that the Goeemor had dto- 
allowof Mr. Tanbatanunana Iyengar*! adjonmment motion regarding Lord Birbenhead*a 
•peeoh on tho ground that the lubjeet matter of the motion wai not the primary eoneem 
Of the Goeeninent. 

Gonieqnent on the Governor*! memage diaallowing the motion relating to Lord 
Birbenhead*! ipeeeh the Nathmaliati in the Legiilative Connoii held a meeting and 
decided to oppow tho firm motion for a giant on the Beierved aide. Aooordingly when 
the Hohm Monber moved a lupplcmentary grant, Mr. ¥enbataramana Iyengar railed the 
qucmionof Lord Birbeuhead*« Hatement. 

Mr. Bamaiwami Mndaliar on behalf of the ' Jmtioe * party mid that all partiea were 
agreed m the view that the matement wai a very dimppointlng one, but the qnemkm of 
tho Beeietary of Btale*i matement wae too important to be ratoed on the motion for a 
iupplcmentai^ grant. He therefore appealed to Mr. VenbaUramana Iyengar to withdraw 
bih BWtioa, ai he had Tirtually gained hie object in drawing attention to it. 

The motion waa not prei^ and the grant waa made. 

On the iPTH AUGUST, on Mr. A Bamaawami Mndaiiar'e motion, the Government 
waa reeommended to appolat a Committee of the Home to examine Mr, Courtenay*# 
report and evideaoc and to aift farther evidence, if ne oemary, on theqneetion of advtoi^ 
tho Government to expnngo tho pnimigoa from the pnblie rooorda and the fefieetkma omt 
on Mr. Komva Fillxyt too Ifopnty Pfoiident of thO'Home, toi the report of Mr. Coortonay, 
and the Government order theie^ The motion waa oariied. 

On the MS AUGUST dtoenmion mat reenmed on the Madma Boratal Bill providing 
for tha cotabitohmont and legnlation of Boratal achoola in tho preaidenoy for the 
detention and training of adolcioent prtoonera. The Bill wm referred to a eeleot committee. 

Sir A P*. Pmio then moved the introdnotion of the Andhra Univmm^ BiU and 
mede a lengthy apeeoh dealing with the lenaoni for eoomitnting a nniverai^. ill atom 
and apoolal lentnimL Moxt day, the SlST AUGUST, the firm reading .wan pritiTil and the 
BiU waa leforred to a Sele o t Committee. 

Thera wna a haoted dtoeomton on the motion of the Development Miniatcr for apply- 
ing eertoin ptovtoioiM of the* Cotton Tmaaport Aee remrieting tho expormtoon of ootton 
from tome of tho cotton pTodneingnreM of Madrm Pimidenqy. Membera from the cotton 
pvodnolag dtotrieta o^emed to the propomU on the ground that it wonld adveiaely effect 
the tn tme oti of the ootM giowerg. Farther diaonmioa wae, iheiefoie, pomponod. 

On the SITH AUGUST dm morn important Bill on tho agenda wm one by the 
l e pi em nt otifo of the depremed olaiaee lo amend the Madrm City Tenaata* Proteetioa 
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MibL mi. The mow p ui e led out thel Ihe BUI eoeght to notify eerteia omintoae 
iBlUoiMiMa Aettagrpiofilllag naooBable oampemation lor all impronmeate eSeeted 
bf t mm at e ea the leiidt ead the Iblaf el m fair rtat. After a ebon diwemioa the BUi 
wee iMwed to a Beleet Cemmittae. 

Moplah CeloaiaUioB ia AadamaTfie 

Mr. Uppi, Moplah member, aioeed a neoletka artiag the taapanaioo of tbeeohoM 
to eohmim the Aadamaae with Moplaba aad aiged the appoiataient of a oommttiee of 
noa-oAeial memhen of the Cooneii to riait the Addeamna aad report oa the oooditUma 
piefailing thera 

The dieenmion of Mr. UppTa rcaolatkm iras tahea ap on next da/, the 26TH AUQU8T 
when lewal memben lapportcd the motioa and eondemned the aobeoie on moral, eoeial 
and pfa/noal gronnde. The Qofemment memben, howew, repodiated the auggeiitioa that 
in embarking on thie aeheme the Qofemmeat wen actuated hJ a political moUft to 
deplete Malabar of Moplaha and maintaiaed that it waa a hnmane aeheme to promote tito 
ittleream of the Moptaba eonoemed. The neolntion waa carried. 

The Council aleo pemett a naointion urging the appointment 0 ! a oommittee to hold 
an inwt^ation into the problem of nnemplc^ment in the Madraa Prcaidenej and report 
aaggeeting remedial meeeana. 

On the MTH AUGUST the Coanoil reeomed diaenmlona on the motion of the Develop* 
ment Minieter approving the notification and rniea imaed nnder tteotiona 8 and 7 of toe 
Cotton Tranaport Act of IMS. The ohjeet of theae noilftoatioiu and rniea waa to deolara 
certain cotton growing arena in the Madina Prealdencj aa protected arena to prohibit tha 
importation of ootton Into tboee plaoea from the neighbonring arena with a view to 
preventing the edaiteiation of high olam Combodia ootton with inferior varletica. The 
moti on with alight amendmente waa p ame d . 

OnthelTTH AUGUST the ontetanding demanda for eopplementarj granta ware 
diaoemed after the naonl iaterpellationa. 

The Minioler for Loeal Self-Goveminent moved a grant of Ra. 686 lakha for diatribe- 
tion aaaong local bodiea to improve the water auppliea in the rnral arena. The Minieter 
pointed ont that the neomaitj for liberal oontribntiona to loeal bodies for improving the 
eanitatioa and water anppliee in the rural arena waa atrouglj felt In the paat, but owing 
to finanoial etringenoy the Government could not do much in the matter. They were 
enabled to make the pceeent provision ont of the remiaaion of the provincial coniribation. 
The grant waa voted. 

After the remaining itema on the agenda had been diapoeeci of the Conncil adionmed 
tU) theSSthOetober. 


iiADRAS--28 TH OCTOBER 1925 

After a prolonged recem the Coanoil met on the 38TH OCTOBER, ihe newly elected 
Preeidenty Mr. Batnaewami Pillai, oocepying the Chair. 

After the day*e interpellationi were over, the member from Coimbetore moved the 
adjoomment of the Hoorn with the object of dieoasaing famine conditions ia Coimbatore 
and manoiTaa of relief. The Preiident having admitted the motion the matter wae 
diaonaeed later in the afternoon when the adionmment motion waa carried alter 
a full diaonmion. The mover drew a vivid pietnre of the aofferiogs of the people 
in the aSeeted viUagoe in respect of food giaiuk fodder and drinking water, and 
nqneMed the Oovommeat to piaee a siun of Bt. SO,vOO in the bands of the Collector for 
thdr relief. 

The Aadhm Univerolty. 

Dr. U. Rama Bao next presented to the flonae a petition signed by a nnmbm of pcriono 
leqneMing the Honce to exclude Bellary from the joriadiction of the propoaed A^M 
Univerato and to allow the district to oontinne nnder Madras University till the eata b liah- 
■ont ol K a rn a t a ka Univereity, 

Sir A. P. Fwo moved for the second reading of the Andhra University Bill. 

Sir Venkata Bortdj aaoved an amninliBfnf to the efleoc tbat the University be oalled 

tbolblngoUniveiatoy. The amendment wae defeated by a majority of two votea 

The MinMor for Development aad meet of the Miniateriahati anpported the aei^ 
®ont, hot the Government with the exowlon of the Minister for development remained 
neutral. 
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Mopteh dww trtH a afe Calta^ ta •■««« than to md • pafttesiM m o( 

xopNMiitattvt to flM IdfiaMvi Co«mU if tMf osfMlad tefowa bom iha nirrmiaMmL- 

~ -a p pa rt kn tho omUm^ p ai o M d oot that the tenurka dl tho Blnklar «m» 

r Old agrtaattbamlai laid doimtythBOtaotaaaeat of lad^ Act. 1W 
KiiiMn iMd a right tooddMpM^aMtu^toohMhiatapMtf arikf. 
hotoh|MtfldloihaaMkiatBMaCthar«(Ual pnitiM far ninminowaim ommSTSi 
Making aach worhi to dip a nrt oi. 

Sir A. r. Fttra aaphilnfd that tfaa iMoarka attrihotad^to him wa 
repofted and that thegr wan nada^ not in laplj to a dfyau>tiaB> bat ia «fao aaana al 
a Iriandlj aaamlatfoa. He elaland for hiaaaalf the right af an olaeaBd Maher to 
espnn hia todiakiaal riawa on pallrioal aahjcato. 

Mr. Hair aaid that the jpaa ahn anda lataaiad that than was a gaad dnl af nla- 
ooDoeptiQii in tha miada ot aaeaibefa, bat Sir A. P. Patra'a aratiminiit hi 
that ha had not Tiolatad the rntea 

hir C. P. Bavaewaari Iji^ appealed to the mover to withdcaw the 

af thaetatamentMadalqr thaMiniater. The«noUan waa aoooididglj withdiawn. 

Andhra Univaiaitj Bill. 


On the BOTH OOTOBXB^ at the laanaMd dlaoataion on the Andhra Onifanhj Bill in 
tha Conneil an anandnant, giving power to the Loaal Govanannt to aselode hr 
aotifioation anv area of inatitatkm from the operatlaaa of the Aet, waa aeoepted by tin 
Miniater in obarge of the Bill and oarried. 

AmendBMntt far eaolnding Beiiaiy, Anantpnr, Cuddapah and Kainool, whiah aoaipriae 
the Ced«!d Diatriota, and alao lor the czemption of Chuiiam (Oriya Daatriot) wtm »vt t. 
Farther diaenaaion on the Bill waa adjoarned. 


Offloiala and Political Gontroveraiuo. 

On the BOTH OCTOBER another motion for adioarnment waa made, the object 
being to diaooaa the qneatioo of the alleged growing tendency among pablic aervanta 
in tha rrovinoe of taking part in political oontroveraiea and ezpraiaing opiniona on 
aoately eontroveraial aabjecta aa illuatxated by recent apeecbea of the Coliectoia of 
Bamnad and Soath Aroot and oerUin obaervationa by the Commitaioner af Police, Madraa, 
in hia adminiatration report. 

The motion waa brought by Mr. A, Bamaawamy Modal iar, a Miniaterialia^ who read 
eztraota from Commiaaionera* report which atated, inter^alia, •* the Congnw Party waa 
not moeb in evidence. The Bwarajiat party gained atrengtb and waa able to eaptnre 
aeven out of nine vacant aeau in the corporation. In the IjegiaJative Cunncil a few 
mtmbera of thia party made themaelvea oonapicoona. The Unity Conference at Delhi 
helped IP bring together rariooa partiea and the new Ordinance in Bengal gave as nnes- 
peeted hnpetna to the ory for oni<y. The non*Brabmin movement ahowed algna of deeqy.** 

Theae obaervationa, the apeaker eontended, were ont of place in a Police adminictimtion 
report. The aeoond charge related to lemarka made by the Coileotor of Sooth Arcot in a 
apeeoh on the oooatlon of openhig the hall of the Diatrict Board. The CoUeour waa aaid 
to have atnted that oommnnal elcotoratca were only ephemeral. The thiid ohaige related 
to lemarka omde in the ooniae of a apeeoh by the Coileotor of Hemnan critieiaing the 
pieaent ednontionnl eyitem. 

A lively dlaosmion followed nnd the motion being talked ont the Coonoil ad joomed. 

The Andhra Univeraity Bill 

On the SKD HOYBMBBB, after interpellatienai^tbe Honae proeeadad with tha diaanmion 
of amndmaM to the Aadhxn UniveiaitF BiU. The dicanaalan aminlj aentred an the 
esoloaion af certain iMThlngn aieu, each aa Bellarj Dlatriet and certain pertioBa of 
Gan^ Diatrioty and tha idaaol caneentimtioo involved in the Andhra Uaivaraiiy aobeaae. 
Itwaaoantendedtbatthaldeannderljiig thennivenItyCQbeme wiatoioaler and impiove 
the yofnaenlaraCAndhiaPiwfinoe^ which waa Tatagn. and that nan-TelM nmaa ahenid. 
tharaloci^ hacicladad from tha cpa mlt an af tha BiU. 

Thaldaaaf oonaantiatiagnnivawity mainatewcentre^aa waaprapaead to ha dona 
nndar tha BUI, waa nko a pcaae d an Mm giaand that the adnoariannl latamts al a vaat 
area al Aadhia Pravinoa weald aafler. Both tha oaMndawata were, however, loat. 
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ObOnITH NOVIIIBBB the delMoii tiM Andhrt Uaivviiity Bill wm itMOMl* 
AfMa dlnmioa the Howe, hr ^ m^ty, decided to hete Beiirade w the 

iMWlqpertiwi hi the Uaieerei^ on the fraud thet it eaioyed * oentiml perite. The 
elelrae of Bojahnudcy, one el the Uolwielty oe o w n tration eeotrei, were eMoofly 
p e—e d Oh the pleo that the hwgeet onooBt oC eoeduieol etOMephera to the iAdhra 
eeutiy ue foeweed there. Tingapetora ww alee awotioned ee o eoltahle plaoe ler'tho 
loQBtiu of the head-qufteia if Baiaheiaodiy waareieetad. 

Another aaMndweiit, to throw open the oakrot Tioe-OhuifleUor of the UntetnUy 
fnr deetton hy the Senate ww aloo lejeeted. 

On the 6IH KOTBHBBB fto AnAro Mtors^ Adi mos potjod kk low. The 
Leader of the Oppoeifcioii oppooed the motion for final reading of the BUI u the gfoud 
that the haeio principle of the Bill, namely, oonoentratlon, had hem violated horaoeep* 
tanoe of a elawe proriding lor the growth of flret-grade oollegei In oentiea other thu 
thoee deekled u according to the principle of conoenttation. 

Merara. 0. B. Beddi and Satyamnrthi aleo eritidaed the prorlaiont of the Bill, Mr. 
T. B. Mohr,' referring to the finanoial aipect, obeerted that no etotdtory prorlaion had 
been made in the Bill, bet the matter wonid reoeire their fair and Impartial oonildeiattoa. 

The Miniater for Bdncation, in winding up the debate, expremed the hope that the 
new Univerelty edoeation in Andhra Deea would proceed on aonnd llnce and pramolo 
Andbia enltnro In the troe national spirit. 

Sir C. P. Bamaswami next introdaced a Bill to amend the Indian Porte Act, IfSS, 
to Ita application to*Madnis Presidency. Under the definition of **TeMele*' In the 
preeent Ant motor boate escaped from payment of port doee. To avoid snob a oontlnganey 
the preeent amendment of the Act it proposed. The Bill wee pasted. 

Snpplementary Orute 

The Honee next disoneoed motions for supplementary graats. On the motion of the 
Home Member toe grant was made of an additional sum ol Bs. 85,000 uder Forest 
Beservee lor tho establishment of throe saw mills which are inteaded to supply 800^000 
sleepers to the South Indian Railway daring the year. Certain members urged the 
Oofemment to Indtoniae the Forest Service and appoint Inrliant as Cooservatore oC FonetA 

The Home Member pointed ont that out of 11 appointments made during the year to 
higher pofte ten were given to Indiana. 

Another grant of Rs. 2,40,500 was also made to the Government tor the porohaae of 
two bnitdinga in Beliary to be used as iall>» of wbioh was to aooomodate prisoneia 
suffering from tubereulosis. In the course of the dlscnselon it was eliolted from the 
Government that the Andamans scheme for colonisation of Moplah prisoners bad been 
temporarily susprnded and the Local Government was iu correnpondence with the 
Government of India with regard to the oonstitntion of the Committee as urged by the 
Legiclative Coucil to enquire into the scheme. 

The House, by a majority, granted a sum of Bs. 1,C5,000 to the Government for the 
purpoie of loans to the Madras Hindu Religious Budowment Board, which required this 
amount to meet its initial expenses and establishment charges, and also to defray legal 
expensas in defending some suite against it. 

On the 7TH NOVEMBER the Council paeeed a number of luppleinenury demands 
for grants. 

The prineiple of commonal repreeentatlon as applied to eilncstional institutions was 
opposed by eome members, with special reference to the Madras Medical College, on 
tk ground that tho tax>payers* money sbonld not be utilised for the edrantage of a 
partienlnr oommuity. It was {minted out by one speaher that in the Midms Medical 
College two-tbixdo of theaocomodation was rtserved for non-Brahmins. 

One member defended the Govemment*s policy to the matter of remrvatlon oi the 
grennd that the oommanfty for which seats were rewrved was not so well advanesd to 
edaeation Shat it required special laoilitlsA and also on lhe ground that this oommnnity 
oonstitnted more thu 90 per cent, of the popnlatiu of the Presidenqr. 

The Gonneil then adjonmed till the /dM Ahoutor. 

On the 14TH DBCBMBBB, after qwmions, Mr. Satyamnrtrs oration fw the ad^r^ 
ment of tho Howa to dieoum the Ooverament's nomination to the tfadras CwporAion m 
Mr. Tbuikaehnlnm Obettiar, who was defeated at the election, was dhallov^by the 
Prmident, who stated that the purpoee oonld have been achieved by moving a resolntlOB. 

Mr, Kriahnu Kalria motton for adjoarament for dieeamiott of tira policy o f the 
Coveraamnt to imotog u order prohibiting Bxhavns and others from entering the stimm 

3B 
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M Aftlpithl dofSai ib# mr teatini ibtn. hBtwtm liUi and IMh HbwMt, wai «!■» 
dSallowad. 

Sir C. P. Bamagfiaiy Ijfcr^ tht Membff«iii-Cliftrge, fiaiad that tha aidar waalo 
l»fa cSeat anlf dariag the car feitifal ; that It fiaa act tateadad tc ^acifefaa tha right 
d aaj coBuaaaStj to eater the pahlle hig hwaya aad waa ealj to pwearee law aad 
oidar. Tha OovemaMat left the oMitter to the dieeietkm of tfaaJeeal eEeiaia Tha 
OoforaaMBt were aUiafted that there were poeaibllitiei of a dleCBrfaaaee at that ttaM at 
Ealaathl, aeoeidtatioi tha preaudgatioa of aaeh aa order. The Ctofemawat polkgr waa 
alwaya to atalatala the priaeiple that eTeryoae of Hli Maieety*a eabiBali had the right 
to paw throagh tha pabile hlghwayoi hat they held that where tha i%ht partalaad to 
a partiealar read, it had to he eeta b lkh e d by regalar jadieial proeeadiaga. 

The CoBDCil then prooeeded with the introdaetioa aad diaonwloa ef ewtala aoa- 
ofloial aa en da wa t Bllle to the Madiaa Loeal Boarda Aet| tha If adraa Ci^ Maaieipal 
Aotf aad the Madiaa Dlekiet MonieipaUtfea Aot^ bat all the aaendweata were Mat, 
aaeapt one- by a aieaiber reprewatiag the depreaaed elMeea, who awfod to aewad the 
Maiuaa Local Boarda Aet ia order to give atltotory eSret to the Oover a weBt order 
alJowiag aay peraoa beleagiag to aay elate or eoauBanity to walk throagh aay pablie 
toady aaraaty or pathway ia aay towa or viUage» aad giviag aay peraoa bahagiag to the 
dapfiiiid elaaow aeoeii to the pieatiiea of aay pablie ottety welly taaky or plaew of pabUo 
mo^ aad to plaew aad baildiaga where pablie baaiaew waa traaweled. 

The aaieadawat Bill waa read for the ant tfaney aad referred to a Belaet CQBudttaa. 

Oa tha 16TH DBCEMBXB the Coaneil took ap the Madiaa Beratal Behool Billy 
aa awaaded by the Seleet Committee. The diaoomioa waa rewmed the aezt day whea 
the Hoaw aaaaimoealy pawed the Bill iato Law. 

Sir 0. P. Bamaawami lyery Law Membery amved a leaelatloa leeeeBWOBdiag that 
tboMadraaOlty aea'MahoBtedaaeoaatitaeaey be divided iato two eehatjteaaeiw to ha 
aallad tha Madiaa Oily Morth OoaatitaeBoy aad the Soath CoDatitaaaoyy ler parpoaw 
ef alaotioa to tba Madia* LegialaUve Coeaeil. Ha wid there waa pablie opialoa bebiad 
tte weHoBy aad tba CemmiwknMr of tba Corporitlea waa alao ia faveer of it. The 
O overa me nl waa iadiSaieat whaihar tha motioa wat aeoapled by the Heew or aot. 
Tho Qovaiaawat marely aadonook to aeoado to pablie dawaady widy tbenfera, bioagbt 
the wecloa bdore the Howia to ba aeoapled or rejeetad. Mr.^Tbaaikaebalam CheMiar aad 
Ilf. A. Baawwwy Madaliar oppoaarl the motioBy oa the groend that if it waa aeoeptody 
It weald eartail the privilaga of vetm^ tamwaaeh aa tbay weald ealy be able to eeta 
iw two eaadidalwy while, eader eiiati^ arraagaaiaBtiy they eoald vole for fear mewbera 
Mr. S. Si^awarti waleewad tba leaolatleB aa a it^ towaida the eieatioa efMaila- 
wawbw eoBitItaeaelae, aet ealy ia Madrae bat thieugbeet the Piwideaey aad deelaied 
dhal tree dewoeiaey eoald faaetiea properly ealy ia aiagla-mewbar coaotitaeaoiw. 

Tht wotioa waa Jwty 1 1 voUog for aad IS agaiaat. 

CempC Praotiew Bill 

Oatho ISTH DBCBMBXB Sir C. P. Bamaawami Ijar moved tba followiag rcaolii- 
Itaa: "ThaCoaaeilaeoaptathepriBeiplw ef the Lagialative Bodka Oerrapt Piaetkw 
Billy talNdmd la the Ligkletive aowmUyy ea the SBth Aagaat IMS.- 

Tim Law Mmaber ia dmag w aaid that the Hoaw waa aahad to aoeept the prlaelplw 
AfiheBilLaawelyythalbtibeiy ef wewbiieollcgiilativebediw ww to be mode pmuih- 
ahlii Hb had bmm aahed by the Beaw Member ef the Yieeieyk Bieeatlve Ooaaea to 
Mo Iho optakB ef the Beaw ea the matter. 

Tho Sidm ef the OppwHiOB laeved tba IMIowteg amaadmat to the iwolatiea : 
4«Perfhoweidi*prlaoiplwof thoLegklativa Bedim* Corrapt Pwetiow Bill tetrodaead 
la the Laglilatlve Amamhly oa tha Mth Aagwt, IMBy* tha leHowiag ha aabatkaaed : 
*Tbe|rlaorpieef makiag pmMabla eerrapliea oa the part ef mmaban ef Jegkiative 
hodlw la Mia la the mea t ipa el their datka^ and eoaoeraa. (1) That a Oowmittw 
of the kgkiatife body eeawraad m appoiatad a eiagle ttaarfmaMe velal ef whkh 
tho Pimidoiit wMl he tha Piwidcal ea-ettele^ aad the Dapaty PiwideBt awaber ea-eflieie^ 
aadahealdbeeoawitakdaeeaitef vaeoid to tiy tha oSeaew mra t h m e d ia the BiU; 
0} tbit a pwwa oaavkladk of aay aeoh oSnea ahould be Ikbla to tho maskwm 
fiaklmuBt of cspMioa ffom tho Hoaw ; aad (8) that tba prevtooi waetk a of the 
PMdiat MU bo for tha lakiatioB of pvoMiaga lor aay mwh eSoaoo.** 

Ite amaadmaal waa pat to tho vote aad oairkd by 80 vWiag te aad aoaa votiag 
ogMaotilk ThaTtayaoy haaohataad tho a i miiiat o d eMciaibeBdkt if ■ ta a rt awtHa, 

Tha Meow adjemei to wttt agala ea Iho ith Fbbnmiy Boat 



Assam Legislative G>uncil 

SH!LL0NG~-2ND MARCH 1925, 

GoTarnor on looraMad TantioD. 

Tha Bndgat Saarian of tha Anam LegialatiTa Counoil oommenoed on tha 
SKD MABCH 1925. BfoalaW Abdal Rahim Chowdhrj was alaoted Praaidant 
of Iha Connail by a inalority of TOtaa. His BzoaHanoy Sir John KERR* 
OoTomor* in opaning tha Goancil* raTiawad the finanoial condition of tha 
piDTinoa lor tha past fira years, and pointed out tha improvamaiit in 
ita position. Ha said tha prsaant ramiaaion of the provincial oontrihution 
granted to Assam wonld be of no benefit. Though tha fact that the Govern- 
mant of India had bean able to make a beginning with tha reduction of 
tha contributions was decidedly satisfactory and they might fairly cherish the 
hops that would not be many years before their turn came. His Excellency 
urged that until that time it would he a serious mistake to reduce deliberately 
the existing souroas of revenue, and that was their justification for asking 
the Council again to pass Bills providing lor an increase of court fees and 
stamp duties to raise additional revenue for the maintenance of the Transferred 
Dspaitmanta Ha undertook, if those Bills were passed, to devote during 
the next three yaars Rs. 10 lakhs to non-recurring schemes in the Transferred 
l>spaitmantBt and a selection of those scheme would be made by the ministers, 
with tha help of a committee appointed by the Legislative Council. 


‘Financial Statement for 1925-26. 

Sir William REID, the Finance Member, then introduced the Budget 
for 1925-26. The main features of the Budget were that for the first time of 
the history of tha rsformad Government the Finance Member bad been 
able to record that the coming year would witness a real closing balance 
of Rs. 24.62.000. Several schemes of improvement under road repairing 
and buikRng operations bad been inolud^ in the list of schemas lor 
tha ansoiog year. Aa local Government had also paid off to the Central 
Qovammaiit tha overdraft of Ba. 12.67.000 of the previous year. The 
financial program was due to the large closing balance of Rs. 29.28.000 
appearing at tha and of the year 1929-24 as against the budget^ 
ekaing of Be. 6.97,000. The opening balance for the coming 

year was shown to be Ba. 27.16.000. Receipts have bean augmented under 
the beads of Excise. Land Revenue and Taxes ou Inoome. The total receipts 
irom aU aourosa dming the oo mi^^g year were shown to he Rs. 2.41.91.000 
as againat Be. 2.40.000 of the current year and Rs. 2.25.45.000 of the last 
jagr. The total axpanditora last was sstimatsd to be Ks. 2.49.48.000 
» tha aomiiig year against Be. 2.96.50.000 of tbs current year and 
9>99,954MX> of tha last year. Tha stamp revsnua bad bwn s^wn as 
rsdoeed by 2 as a poasibls loss to tbs rsvsous if the Council do not 

aanstiou loitbor aootinoanoa of die present Stamp and Court Feat Ahts. 
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iUftriM of the offiem of the Imporiol Sorrloes were bu^ottod lor Iho obning 
yw at Bs. i0»ll«000 ogoioit Bi. 27,89»000 of Che earront yoor» tbo inorooto 
being doe to tbo effeot being giTen to the reoommendetioiie of tibo Lee 
Oommieeiofi. Betreoehment and eMoomy effected by the OoTornmeiit of 
Aeeen during the peet years weiie also responsible to a groat extent for the 
froeent prosperity bodget. 

In ooDclnsioDi the Finance Member* sammed up the financial position 
of the PrOTince: '*! must candidly admit that the present improve* 
nent in onr financial position is far beyond by utmost expectations. The 
moot 1 dared to hope was that the end of the current financial year 
would find us after we had paid off the firtt instalment of three 
lakhs of our overdraft from the Central Government with a few lakhs 
in hand and with the prospect of clearing our debt in another year or two 
while at the same time adding little by little to our reserves in actual fact. 
We have paid off the whole to the overdraft and thereby incidentally effected 
a considerable saving in interest charges and we hope to end the year under 
budget with a balance of twenty-four and a half lakhs. 

Bemission of Provincial Contribution. 

On the dRD MARCH, after question time. Lieutenant-Colonel W. D. 
Smiles, a Planting member, proposed the adjournment of the House to 
protest against the unfair treatment meted out to Assam with regard to the 
remission of the Provincial contribution by the Government of India. 
The President allowed the motion on tho condition that it be taken up 
for discussion the next day. 

The House then considered and passed the Assam Municipal (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1926, moved by the Ifon. Bai Bahadur Promoda Chandra Dutta, 
and leave to introduce the Assam Settlements Bill, 1926* as asked for 
by the Hon. Sir William Reid was granted. 

Mr. Nilmoui Phukan’s resolution, recommending the Assam Govern- 
ment to move the Government cf India to take the necessary steps for 
introducing a uniform alMndia price of opium, was accepted by the 
Govemmeut. 

Bai Sahib Har Kisbore Chakravarty withdrew bis resolution recom- 
manding the fixing of the salaries of the Ministers at Rs. 8,600 each, re- 
marking that he would reserve his remarks for the discussion of the demand 
which w31 be put forward by the Government providing for a similar sum. 

Prohibition of Opium. 

Mr. Kuladhar Chaliha then moved a resolution recommending that 
the sale and consumption of opium in Assam, except for medicinal and 
adantifio purposes* be totally prohibited, and accordingly legisktioD be under- 
taken immediately. He accus^ the Government of having no excise polioy 
mod quoted figures to show that the issues in opium were on the increase ifll 
1921» when as a result of the vigorous efforts of the non-oo^operalion move- 
ment a rednotien was elfsotsd. 

He gave a very loeid history of the introduction of opium into Assam 
and how the pcl^ of the Oovemment had the effect of increasing the 
consumption. He gave figures from 1874 to 1924 and proved eondnsively 
that ttie Government bad no poHoy as regards opium. From the 
figures be tlaled that in 1920 the ineidenca for taxation par head of 
tba population from opium revanue waa Ba. 7-8*10 for Lakbimpore diatriet, 
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Bk 1-9-9 lor BRwagEr, Bs. 3-3-8 lor Nowgaon and Ra. 1-3-8 for Darrong. 
lO 9ii replj Sir William referred to the death of Lt Stoger lor the 
a&oged sappraailoD of the poppy eoltiTation. Mr. Chaliha waa leady 
wi1& hia laota and referred to the letter of Mr. Loahioton, Seoietaiy 
to the Bengal Government, dated the 3lat May 1862. where the reaaon of 
the death of thia officer waa given quite difierently. Sir William looked veiy 
email and ooold hardly find woi^ to support his argumeuta. Mr. Chaliha 
further stated that the public opinion of Assam is unanimous in condemning 
this Imperial traffic and he cited the evidence of Baibahadura and J^iaabibs 
before the Assam Opium Enquiry Committee in support oi hia contention. 
When he finished hia speech the whole House was with him. 

Mr. Bohinikanta Hatibaruah supported the reaolution ably and he aaid 
the opium question ia the only politics in Assam, specially in the Brahma- 
putra valley. Sarbetwar Baruah also supported the resolution. The 
entire national party contributed to the success of the resolution for the 
total prohibition of opium. 

On the 4TH MARCH Mr. Sadananda Dowera moved that the 
provisions of the Assam Land Bevenue Manual, relating to the rights and 
liabilities of the Gbvernment and the people and also to the settlements of 
land, be replaced by an Act or Acts of the Legislature. He pointed out 
that the decisions of the revenue courts were not uniform, and did not 
command the same amount of confidence as the judgments of the Civil Court. 

Sir William Reid, on behalf of the Government, accepted the resolu- 
tion. promising to appoint a committee to investigate the matter. 

Travelling Allowance to Membera 

Baba Bhgendra Narain Chaudhury moved that in place of the 1 three- 
fourth first class travelling fares granted for railway journeys to Govern- 
ment officers and Council members, only two-second class farss be allowed, 
while the maximum halting allowaDoe be fixed at Rs. 7i per diem. He 
stated that in its present economic oonditioD, the country could not afford to 
provide luxurious travelling and living and that the present day second class 
compartments were as comfortable as the first class compartments of SO 
years ago. 

The Hod. Sir William Reid replied that ts regards Oovemmeot officera. 
1st olsss lares were granted only, to officers who. in private life, would travel 
first dess. As far as Council members wsre oonoemed. be left it to the 
House to determine the question. The Government would reedily meet 
their wishee in the matter. The motion was lost by a lags msjority. 


Remission of Provinoial ContributioD. 

Lisuteoaiit-Golonel W. D» Smiles moved the adjournment of the Houm 
to pidtest against unfair treatment meted out to AiiM* as compared 
Hiwgal. Iff ttMi matter of the remission of the provincial- contribution. 
He Moa H^by Uie iwmierion of Rs. 63 lakh, to Beni^. the Mastpn 
Goinmittae*s findingi had been floatod. and asked why other provmoisl 
I were not oonsulted pTerioasly. Apparently it did not 

ibo got no benefits at the hands of the C^tril 
Ha meffied im for attendance on dyarchy, whKffi wee 
earioady 01 in Btegal waa Bs. 63 Uths, and a fnithar snm of n 63 laUw 
for two yaais nioia had baan given harlorconvalsieenoe. ItwasagroM 
ikiattioatoAMB. 
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The Soil. Bai Behadur Pronode Chandim DotU, Miniiler for Load 
Self-OoTeninieii|» io tapportioR the motton, aaid that Aamn waa atwagra 
treated aa a atei^ild. He declared that bf not eranting any remiaiona 
to Aaaam, the Miniatry waa eapedally embarraaaed finaaoially. and that pared 
the way to the nnpopalarity of dyarchy. 

The Hon.^ Sir William Reid, speaking as leader of the House, said that 
when he became aware of the uiyast treatment accorded to Assam in the 
matter, bis loyalty to the Indian OoTcroment and to the Provincial Govern* 
ment got perilously near conflict He regretted the decision of the Govern* 
ment of India. 

Several other members also condemned the Government of India’s action. 
The motion was ultimately put and carried, with only one dissentient, 
in the penon of Babu Brojeitdra Narayan Chaudhury. on the ground that 
the principle on which the Meston Award was ba^ was not explained by 
the mover. 

Transfer of Sylhet to Bengal. 

Discussion on the resolution of Babu Krishna Sundar Das reeom* 
mending to the Government that immediate steps be taken to open 
B.Sc. dasses and to teach economics in the B.A. course in the Murari* 
ohand GoQege at Sylhet from the commencement of the next session was 
then taken up. 

The Hon. Syed Mohammad Saadulla. Education Minister, replied that 
in view of the fact that the question of the transfer of Sylhet was in abeyance 
as a result of the resolution passed by the House last session. Government 
did not think it just or equitable to take any steps in the matter, specially 
aa scoeptanoe of the present motion would involve heavy recurring liabilities. 
Nor would it be fair to saddle Bengal with such fresh liabilities if Sylhet 
was to be annexed by Bengal. 

A number of members opposed the motion, which was lost by one vote. 

General Discussion of the Budget. 

On the 6TH MARCH the general discussion of the budget vras opened 
by Babu Brqjendra Narayan Chaudhuri. He criticised the policy underlying 
the preparation of the budget which was to budget for large expenditure but 
setually to spend far less with the result that consciously or unconsciously 
the Government built up a balance of 27 lakhs. He criticised the P. 
W. D. and Land Revenue Budgets. 

Babu Krishna Sundar Dam on the other hand congratulated the Finance 
Member on the prosperity of the provincial finances. He. however, deplored 
the expansion o&opium revenue and r^retted to observe that in the list 
of new schemes presented to the House the just claims of Sylhet and Gachar 
for water supply and medical relief have not found the recognition. 

Col. Smites su^otted that the Finance Member in the next year s budget 
should omit contribution of 15 lakhs to the Central Government. He ho]^ 
thto the soheme to convert CSitttagoog into midor part would be snppcu^ 
by the Assam Oovemmeat as it would ultimately benefit this province. 

Mr. £. S. Bofley asked the Fmanee Member to press the Assam Oil 
Company for a reduction in price of petrol in Assam which was the scene 
of pvoduetion and yet the price waa hii^r than it was outakte the province. 
This he etoraoterised as soan^ten*- 
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B&wml other memben spoke asldog for fnither impioTement of mnl 
wster supply end village sanititioo for whioh porpose Mioisters 
be provided with aore liberal funds. 

Next day* the 6TH MARCH non^offioisl disonision on the Budget having 
nnexpeoledlj terminated the day before, the Government benches proceeded 
to reply. 

Sir Wniiam Reid, Finance Member, confessed there were few points for 
him to reply to. Referring to a criticism he stated that one provincial service 
oSoer was being appointed to the charge of a district and that in Surma 
Valley division all subdivisions were under P. C. S. Officers. As regards 
criticism on the Stamp Bills, that sobieot, he said, would be dealt with when 
it came up for discussion later. He disillusioned the mind of the House 
regarding the fallacy about allocation of expenditure between the Transferred 
and the Reserved sides. 

Khan Bahadur Eutubuddin, Judicial Member, stated that he hoped to 
prove by quoting figures when the demands for grants were put forward that 
there was no ground for accusing the Qovernmeot of selling justice nor would 
criticisms against the Jail Budget be justified. 

Hon. Rai Bahadur P. C. Dutta, Minister of Local Self’Gk>vernment made 
detailed reply to various criticisms levelled against his department. 

To the criticism that no provision for a time-scale of pay for 
Subordinate Educational Service was made Hon. Maulavi Byed Saadulla. 
Education Minister, replied that he would deal with that question when the 
resolution on the same subject was discussed. As regards allocation of 
grants in aid the Hon. Minister pleaded insufficiency of funds. 

Mr. H. C. Barnes replied that Mr. Roffeys remarks about the high cost 
of petrol would be brought to the notice of Assam Oil Company and with 
regard to the port of Chittagong Government realized its immense importance 
to Assam and sympathised with the wishes of the House but the subject did 
not come within the score of this province. 

Mr. O. E, Somes, offg. Chief Secy, quoted facte and figures dispelling 
illusion that the reserved depts. had been unduly favoured to the detriment 
of the transferred depta. Mr. G. T. Lloyd explained the opium policy of 
€h)vernment and Mr. O. H. Desenne that of P. W, D. budget. The general 
disoussion of the Budget thus came to an end. 

Court Fees and Stamp Bills. 

On the 7TH MARCH, the House discussed two bills moved by 
Hon. Sir. William Reid* Finance Member, viz., the Assam Court Fees 
(amendment) bill 1926 and the Assam Stamp (amendment) bill 1926. In 
moving the bills Sir William stated that the object of extending operations of 
these measures for another 3 years was to provide a margin for expendituro 
on schemes of development and he gave an assurance to the Horn that the 
proceeds these bills whioh would amount to approximately 10 lakhs would 
ho utilised for developing those schemes in transferred depts., which the 
House may de^Me upon. The annual income would be 3 lakhs and 
ment would undertake to provide this sum for 3 years. Thore was a loofiW 
^loouasion on the subject which detained the House till evmng. Tw 
vsomeut against the introduction of the bfils were mainly ( 1 ) t^t 
^vemmant had enough funds at their disposal in view of a swplus 1 ^^ 
to year and any improvements to be effected in transferred depts. could no 
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finanoed ffom tbii tarplot ; (8) that it would create a bad preoedent to 
aaieiit to theae billa. as in fotnre jeaia traoaferred debta would be called 
upon to levy taxatioD for carrying out improTementa in the transferred 
side and thirdly that the country was opposed to the introductioo of taxation 
on principle* 

The non*offieial membera monopolised the whole disonssion allowing the 
Finance Member no time to reply. There were many amendments which 
were all put and lost so that the bills were ultimately pas^. 

ly. Sadananda Dowera then moved that a Committee of the House be 
appointed to consider how best to allocate the proceeds that will be derived 
from the bill and suggested that the revenue should be expended on impm> 
ving rural water supply. This raised a protest from Babu Braje^ra 
Narayan Chaudhury arid the motion was dropped. 

Dbmands for Grants. 

On the 12TH MARCH the Council disoused demands for grants. Srijut 
Khirode* Chandra Deb moved that the Ministers’ salaries bs raduoed to 
Rs. 8. He argued that the Ministers did not command the confidence of the 
majority party in the House, and by voting for the Conrt-fees and Stamp 
Amendment Bills they lost the confidence of the people. 

The Hon. Sir William Reid* on behalf of the Government, maintained 
that tiie present salary of Rs. l.OOfi granted to the Ministers was inadequate. 

Mr. Roffey mov^ that their pay be raised to Ra 2,500 a month. 

Both the amendments were, however, turned down by the House and the 
original motion of the Finance Member asking that a sum of Ra. 3,500 be 
provided was passed. 

Another motion recommending that the sum of Rs. 80,000 for the 
establishment of Commissioners be reduced was carried. 

On the ISTH MARCH demands for grants with one or two exceptions 
were voted. A censure motion by Babu Brsjendra Narayan Chaudhury 
recommending that the demand for the grant under jails be reduced by Re. I 
was carried by the house. The mover criticised the administration of jails 
generally and stated that the recommendations of the Jails Committee were 
i:ot given effect to in their entirety. Sj. Kuladhar Chaliha in supporting the 
motion recounted his experiences in jail and condemned the lack of care and 
attention bestowed on convicts by the jail authorities. 

On the 14TH MARCH Babu Rnd^nfini Narayan Chaudhuri moved that 
the demand for the grant under European and Anglo-Indian Schools be 
reduced by Rs. 26,000. He pointed out that preferentM treatment was being 
shown in the ease of European education, and by way of comparison quoted 
figures for the education of European and Indian boys. 

Sir Whiam Reid, Finance Member, appealed to the House to protect 
the interests of the minority community. As regards the suggestion that 
Bengel should eoatribnte part of the grant. Sir William said that the number 
of Aildvaii who went from Assam to Bengal schools was greater than the 
number from Bengal to Assam schools. The motion was negatived. 

Several other motions were discussed, after which the House a^Sonmed. 

On the 17TH MARCH demands for grants in the Transferred Depart- 
ments under the heads Registration, Education (otiier than European) Medi* 
cal, and PobBc Health came up for dfsonssion in the Coui^ There 
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mw MTenl redoofcion molaona otlling for oats of one rupee whioh, elthoagh 
cMonblj in the netare of oensuret. irere put down eTideotly for inriling 
dimssioD and withdrawn on the Hon. Mioiston making the ntiremrj 
ORpilaiiations. Thos the House passed on this day a total anm of over 371 
lakhs for the use of the Transferred Department. 

On the 18TH MARCH the Coanctl considered and passed demands for 
grants aggregating over fifteen lakhs partly, under reserved and partly under 
transferred departments. There were four censure motions for r^uotion 
three of which were ultimately withdrawn and the fourth put to the vote and 
negatived. One motion moved by Babu Brojendra Narayan Chaudhuri was to 
the effect that the demand for the estabiishmeut of Superintendent, Civil 
Veterinary Department be refused. The mover’s objective was the Superin* 
tendent Civil Veterinary himself, but that officers salary being non-voted, he 
being an imperial service officer, would serve purpose if provision for his 
staff were refused. The mover urged the replacement of this officer by 
an expert from provincial services. 

Hon. Maulavi Syed Muhammad Saadulla, Education Minister, replying 
on behalf of the Gk>vcrnmeiit stated that this question would be considemd on 
receipt of Government of India’s instructions in connection with the general 
question in accordance with the Lee Commission s recommendations. 

Another reduction motion moved by Sj. Nilmoni Phukao was to the 
effect that more money should be allotted for village communications which 
were being neglected by local boards. 

The Hon. Rai J^hadur Promode Chandra Dutta, Minister Local Self- 
Qoveroment, reminded the House that local boards were autonomous bodies 
and Government had no power over them in the matter of spending money on 
village communications. Nor did Government pretended to be more familiar 
wi^ local village needs than boards themselves but the desirability of paying 
more attention to this aspect of question would be impressed on boards. On 
being pressed to division the motion was negatived. 

On the 19TH MARCH the report of the Select Committee on the Assam 
Water Hyacinth Bill was presented in the Council. The Report states that 
the Bill as originally draft^ requires extensive amendment to make it of 
practical u^ity and at the same time to avoid as far as powiblc interfering 
with the rights of owners or occupiers of land. In view of material 
alterations its republication has been recommended. 

A motion reoommenning the introduction of oharka-spinning in primary 
schools was negatived * 

The Muddiman Report. 

In the afternoon Maulavi Faisnur All moved adjournment^ of the 
House to the Muddiman Committee’s report. Before the discussion 

commenced the Hon: Sir William Reid infbnnsd the Hom thatofitoial 
memberst save Ministers, would not take part in the diaoussion as Oovsrn- 
ment bad not yet been able to formulate their views in the matter. The 
sense of the House was to the effect that they subambed* to the findings of 
the Minority report but condemned those of the Majority report. 

The following resolution was ultimately carried : “ This Conncil tBs- 
approve of riie recommendations of the Majority Report m retrogrm, 
di s appointing, and oaloulatsd to delay the attainment of fiffi respMsihle 
Govenunent in the oountry, and this Council while agreeing srith the 

S3 
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Ifinori^ io tlie Tiew IImI BaSomit luiTe failed end are ineapaUe of yid&E 
Ml«r reaulle in fotarai reootamond the adoption of andi itepe aa wffl lead 
to the nppolottnent of either n Round Table Conference or B^al Gomnuiaion 
lor deriaing a oonetitiition for granting lull reaponaible GoTernment to .the 
«oonti 7 . 

dn the 30TH MARCH Babu Krtahna Sunder Dam mored a reaolution 
recommending that auitable arrangementa be made by the Goremment to 
provide free conveyance for the non-boarder etudente of the Murarichand 
College^ Sylhet from the town to the new college aite at Thackeray THhu 
The motion waa preaaed to a division and carried. 

On the 2 1ST MARCH, after question time, the Hon. Sir William Reid 
moved that Aaaam Settlementa BiH 1 926 be circulated for the purpose of 
auditing opinion thereon. The motion was adopted. 

The House next proceeded to consider certain supplementary demands 
for grants. Alt the motions were carried except a demand of Rs. 2,800 
under 47 Miscellaneous (Transferred) which was reduced by Rs. 1,800. 
This sum represented the allowance intended for senior £. A. C. of Shillong 
for performing duties of Vice-Chairman of the Municipal Board. It was 
contended that as Vice-Chairman of other Municipal l^rds who were 
non-ofiicials had not been similarly remunerated there was no justification for 
the present demand. The reduction motion was put and carried by 22 
votes to 11. 

There was some discussion under grant * Administration of Justice ’ in 
connection with the expenditure incurred over Sylhet note forgery case. 
It was argued that as arrests in this case were made in Bengal and mi^rity 
of witnesses came from that province the case should have been taken up in 
Bengal and resultant expenditure by that Government. The Hon. the Judicial 
member pointed out that although the arrests were made in Bengal the case 
originated in Assam and therefore it was incumbent on this Government 
to conduct it. The motion for reduction wss defeated. 

Hii Excellency the Governor then prsitpiMd fhs Cowieil dne die. 

The Autttmn Seasion 

SHILL0NG^7TH SEPTEMBER IB25 

The autumn session of the Assam Legislative Council commenced on the 
7TH 8EPT]|^BER with Moulvi Abdul Hamid, President, in the Chair. 
After questioiis the President made feeling reference to the death of Sir 
Suraidranatli Banexjea, and ^subsequently moved the following resolntion 
which was oarrmd unanimoudy aU standing : 

** That this CouneQ req^i^ its profund sense of soRow at the sad deatii 
oi Sir Smwmdranath Baneqha» the great fueneer in the field of Indian politics, 
who eoatrilwted full 50 years of devoted service to the material, so^ and 
political upltit of the InAan pecqide, and offers its sincere* eondolenosis to 
horeaved' isoaily* 

Khan Bhhadiir Alauddin Ahmed OHAUDHURT next moved that the 
Assam Water Hyaoiath Bill be talma into oonaidentioii. 

Bai BidMidnr P. C. Dutt, whSe sympathising witii the oljeot of the BiD, 
said that be felt eonstnined to oppose the motioa on the gronad that in the 
absenne of the dissoveiy of aa effe^ve remedy lor the deetraetioa of the 
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twHw kftoiiifeh part it via nofair to introdnoa i bill deaigoad to gi?a loail 
h mm powir to oompal tibe people to dartroy the weeds. 

Tba diaaoaaion od tbia Bfll hid not oonoloded when the House i^jouriied. 

On the 8TH SBPTE MBEB the debate on the Water Hyiointh BUI. wie 
raaumed. Bai Bihidar Amimith Roj s imeiidment. reoommanding that the 
BOl be le-oommitted to i selert oommittee. was aoeepted by the House. 

Khan Bahadur Alauddio Ahmed CHAUDHCTRI moved that a permanent 
oommittoe,oonsistiogof fire offioiaU and five non-offioiala, be appointed for 
adviaing the Minister lor EduoatioD aa the means to be adopted for stimulating 
Bdahomedao eduoatiou in the Provinoe. 

On the Minister explaining that a oonferenoe would shortly be convened, 
consisting of both oiBoiala and non-offioiab interested in the spread of Miho* 
medan education and the development of Islamic ideals so far as possible to 
work in harmony with the Text Book Committee, the mover withdraw 
hia motion. 

Baba Gopendralal DAffS resolution reeommending that the inoraasad 
free ratea in she high and middle English schools of the Habibgapj sub- 
division in the district of Sylhet be at once reduced to the level of the 
tuition lees prevailing in aU other aueh school in the 'Province , was presaad 
to a diviskm and carried. 

On the 9TH SEPTEMBER the Council discussed partly official and 
partly non-official business. Two demands for supplementary grants amount- 
ing to Bs. 6fi»060 were discuoaed and ultimately paaaed. 

Mr. H. Gi Barnes. Finance Member, laid before the House a note on 
the present financial sitoation of the province and the Education Minister 
introduoed the Assam Primary Education Bill, 1925. 

Settlement of Waste Land. 

Diseosslon on Mr. Rohinikanta Hati Baruaa raaolution was resumed. 
There were three amendments to the motion, which was ultimately accepted 
by the House In the following form : 

“ This Council recommends that ‘the waste land in the Province should 
ordinarily be settled wirii the natives of the Provinoe for special and ordina^ 
cultivation with a view to enooaragii*g agrioaltura by small capitalists in 
the Province without hampering the claims of immigrants.” 

The mover alleged unfair treatment on the part of the Government 
in the cage of settlement of land as between Indians and Europeans, the 
latter. She stated, invariably being shown praferme. He was supported by 
Mr. Kamakhyaram Barua. who cited certain instances purporting to show 
preferential treatment to Europeans in the settlement of land. Mr. 
Sadananda Dowera stated that the resolution was merely the embodiment of 
the povernment's i^edge made during a previous session to the effect that 
they were encouraging small capitalists to open up land for cultivation. 

Mr. H. C. Barnes and Mr. Bentinok. on behalf of the Government, consi- 
dered that the resolution sought to exploit the poor ryots in favour of the 
small oapitalirt and this was most uiyast and unfair. Mr. Barnes mainUined 
that the rales under which the Government acted were just and did not 
rasult in onlair dealing. Certain vague charges bad been made against the 
officers of the Oovemmeot. ecoosing them of unfair treatment. These offioera 
were not here to defend themselves, and it was unfair to nmke such attaeka 
on them. At all events, the charges were very vague. This was the first 
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Itea be had haaid aocfc aharfai in aO bit aarfiea* aod if ai^ amlMr had 
daliiita aaaae to pot lonranL the pfopar plaoa vaa ootrida tka Hbiiaa» whan 
dw OoramBant wodd intaadiata the nafetar fnOp. 

The Otmaing Tax. 

On lOTH SEPTEMBQS the dMonaaion on the raaolntion moted by 
ftiSat Mabadaf SanDa* raaomnieiiding Uia abohCioD of the gaiii^ tax in 
AiMiBt waa aontiiioai Two oftar reaolntioiia on tka aama aiddaiA one in 
.the nama of Mr. Sadananda Dowem and oaa by SrSot Niknaid Phukan ware 
taken up aiinidtanaonily. 

The iBOTar aaid that the graang tax waa moat unpopular la the ProTinea 
and akould be aboliahad. 

Mr. Sadananda Dowaia propoaad the appoiatmans of a aommittaa to 
•aonaldar the draft grarlag rulea whh apaelal releronee to the naadaand 
wlabaa of arary party. Srfjut Nilmaoi Pbukao anggeatad that the tax might 
be ateliabad altagathar» except In the aaaa of profaaaional graaara. 

Hr. Barnaa on bakaU of the Govarnmant aaid that Iha revialon of the 
graauQf rniaa waa axpreaalj undertaken aa the preaeiit rulea ware working 
badly. Tka Oovarnmant were deatroua of reHatrlng the ryot from the tax 
•on Ua eatda and to tax profeaaionala. He would not undertake to offer 
mneh aonaidandioo to Ilia propoaal for the total abdiUoD of the tax. Ha 
bad akaady writtan to a doaan membeia adnng them to meat in eommittea to 
•aonddar the new draft graalfig rules, and further than that he would not go. 

The amendment of Mr. Dowera recommending that Gorerpment 
appoint a aommittaa to couaider the draft rulea waa ultimately pot to the 
Tota and oarried by 15 votes to 10. 

Amendment of Tenancy Law. 

Oatha DTH SEPTEMBER a resolution recommending the amendment 
of the Tenancy Law of 1869 in the districta of Goalpara and Sylhet on 
the lines of the Bengal Tenancy Act, and the appointment of a Committee 
to make raoommendation, was carried by a narrow majority. 

Mr. Bamea, on behalf of the Government, aaid that he knew that na 
demand had been made by the people of the. district for the amendment of 
the present Act The Govt, were contemplating the appointment of a com- 
mittaa to enact the new tenancy law, which would meet the needs of Assam. 

SrSut Nllmani Phukan moved a resolution suggesting that no waste land 
be granted to railway companies in Assam for other than railway purposes. 

Mr. Brnmes said that aa the Government bad always adopM that pcdicy, 
ha saw no okiootioD to the raB<dution. 

On the ISTH SEPTEMBER the Council concluded its autumn asMion 
whan Mr. 8. Jp. Barnes (Finance Member) prasantod tiba report of tiba Gom- 
mittaa on Fnb& Accounts on the audit and appropriation reports of 1993-34. 

Manlvi Faianur Ali anggeatad that the House should be given ipi oppor 
tunHyal Sng giioh reports in future, to which the Govt, consented. 

na Bav. BUhda Boy praaantad the report of the Salad Committaa on 
the Aaaam Tamparanoa ^ and intimate hb daaira to iatrodnaa the Bill 
in the next a a s aion. 

n$ CmmtU mm ikm prangiiiiid. 
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to IM 


OooiiqII opeoMl on the SOth Fblmuirj wlwii Sir Ibrohte 
Che ohoir on leoeipt of Sie Isoeltoiiof'e npproenl uf hie 

Fohniiijenl, DepM Meeldell^ who MikI «r Ibmhla 


tooOQnpjCheOhnit; nrfdnttihnte to hie defonoe of iiMipnlnr righle end prlTtloM. 
only 00 PieMeaft of «he Ltgielntite OonneU, hot nko m % meniber olthe SaM 


GonaeU beioio tbnt Sit Ibmhim Bnbimtnilnb ooeopied the Choir nmUlit opploaie. ond 
after en p r eMing grout ode iar hie elcoUon, praieed toapboid the dioaity and traditlOM 
of the Hooae. 


The GovnorNi apeeoh. 


file Bzoellenflj, the OOyEBKOR, in openii^ the eeesion, delivered o ieogCbj apeeeh 
which wna lieteiied to b^ the Hoow and by the large number of wiahoie prceent. 
The Govomor oongmlnlatad the Sooee on iu onanieMnui ohoioe of iu Piomdent He aim 
oonaratiiJated the Ooverneaent on the fact of their firet nominee to the ohair being accepted 
bj the Hoom, 

Referring to the tiodget Sir Leslie Wilson pointed out that a veijr iaige proportion 
of the incKoae in ezpeaditnre in the new financial year's Budget was on sooanift uf the 
Timnslenod Depnrtaento. Ont of new items of demands amounting to aboat Us. 60 
lakha, no ieii than Bs. 33 lakhs were proposed for these departments. This alloGgrion uf 
revenue had been made in pursuance of the deliberate policy of the Oovemmont, the 
flteadj expansion of departmenu for ibe administration of wbieh the executive wne dovctly 
responsible to the Legislative Council. It remained now for the Council todsnsider 
how the neceeiarj fnnds could be imiied by the proposed taxatioir. He fell sure that iu 
coming to a decision the needs of the Presidency as a whole would be considered. 
With regard to the suggestion that more money should be msde available for the neeeesdirs 
of the Transferred sobjeots by reducing the Kdwrved Departments* ez|>enditurc, and the 
argumenta that the Transferred Departments were the only nation-building dfpartsMnts 
of the Government, Hie Excellency reminded them that for buildings rtf all kinds a sound 
foundation was required, and many of the Reserved Departmenu were engaged tas 
maintaining thoae seenre foondations on which alone a national edifice could be safely 
erected. It would, for example, be useless to wovide schools and teachers in the rural 
areas, if on account of gangs of robbers and daooits tlic roads were unsafe for ctiiklren 
to attend the schools. 

His Excellency then left tbc Council Chamber, and the House |woeeoded with the 
day*a bnsineM. 


Presentatiem of the Budget. 

The Bon. Mr. H. 8. LAWRENCE, Finance Member, prevented Uie Budget for Ute 
yenr 1938-38. The opening balance of the current year was Ki. 6*45 croim, and 
closing balance Be, 4*67 crores ; while there was a net increase in revenue of IU. 34 Ukhs. 
There wae a redaction in expenditnre of Be. 68 lakhi. 

Next year (19S6-36) the ettimated revenoe aasonnu to Bs. W'W fror^ ai^ expim- 
ditnre debitabls to revenue to Bs. 16-09 crores, Icuving a J® 

me^thie it waa proposed to Impoee extre taxation to bring in Be. 41 lakhs in the lollowiug 

Bd. 18 iakhe by inereaeing Court feee, another ^ lUJIhllilf** ***** 

ol property feet, and Be. 8 Iakhe by taxing the Turf Club totalisator betUage. 

While there la no incieaee in the teial dees^ on the 
ineteaeeeiBe.881akheoa the TxaaMorred ehle. The oMing balaime t^ 

Be- 4*87 ereree. Frees tbit Bs. 87 Jakbe is being taken tor 2 

wpenditnie Icneing a balance ef Be. 4-II oiewi, or yM^ng *n estfayd ee^esec 
Be, I lakh, a eto^ balance of Be. 4-11 aerei, incleding Ba l*48 crores in f 
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GcooiaI ' Diicsntiioii oi ditt B — 

TheQmna dtteawion of tbt Bodgit plM on tlie tSBD rSBBVABT. The 
eppoiiaon to the MW tnuthm bUle popoted hy the Ftoenoe menlMr wm vnM bjnmi- 
•Hetel MBhers. lUmn, Lnl}! Neminji end okhen nppeeled lo the Hoom to reject the 
■Mioreit The defeiopment depertoMut eleo eemp la for e good deal of odeeree orltleinB. 

Nest dajy the 14th Febraarj, Mr. Joieph Baptiite led the attMk and oomplaiiked o( 
the eie oat ife Irreaponeibility. 

Mr, A. N. Surte warnlj acknowledged the Qovernment'e xetponee to Mon-Biahnani* 
Other mcabere ecYerely oritieiaed the ineinakm of Lee Uonmiiaion'e propoiala. 
Mr. A. M. B. Deblavi, Miniiter for Bzoiee, explained aoTemment*a policy regarding 
exeiCB lefenne and called attention of the Hooae to the reiolation iainod on the aobjeet 
tbii.waak. 

Mr. JadaT, Miaiater for Edneation, who waa oonatantiy intermpted, narrated progreaa 
of ednoation nnder atewardahip and appealed to the Uonae to view the Stamp Act 
AaaandaMnt Bill with faronr a# a meaaure if paaaed into law wonld affect only the rich. 

On the SSTH TBBBUABY vigorona attacka on the Budget eatimatea were made by 
the Bwarajiata led by Mr. K. F. HABIMAM who oritieiaed the OoTernment policy. The 
apeaker compared the debt poaition of Bombay with that of other proTinoea in India and 
aaid that while othera were regularly deoreaaing their debu the Bombay Goremment 
ayatematioally went on increaaing tucir debta. It waa aaid that India waa not fit for 
home mie, bnt he would auggeat tranaference of Finance Department to non-officiala and 
they would ahow in three yeara that Indiana were far better in financial adminiatration 
than membera of the preaent Gorernment. 

Mr. MOMTOOMKRY, Home Secretary, aaid that Government bad cut down expen- 
diture to the loweat poaaibie limit. It waa aheer impoaaibility to go any further. The 
ineidenoe of crime in Bombay Preaidency, aaid the apeaker, waa greater than in England 
and pointed out that there were no leaa than 8S7 murdera in 1022, while in England and 
Walea then were only 60. In faoe of thia, naked the Home Sicretary, waa it poaaibie tc 
reduoe expeftditure in Home Department t 

Mr. JAYAKAR congplained of Government extravagance and cbaracteriaed the Budget 
aa an adveraity Budget. 

Hon'bie Mr. H. S. LAWRENCE, Finance Member, replying to the debate attributed 
moat of the oriticiam to imperfect underatanding of the Budget probably owing to ita 
complexity. He repudiated the chaigea of extravagance and poiiitid out that the com- 
plainta that nothing waa done to cultivatora were baacieaa and unaubatantiated by faett. 
were no education, oommunicationa, medicahrelief, and aanitation, he naked, for the benefit 
of cnltivatora? He would appeal to the membera to co-opciate with Government in 
the war they were waging agaiuat ignoraiioe and diaeaae. 

The general diacumtiun on the Bodget concluded ami the House adjourned. 

Stamp Act Amendment Bill 

On the 86TH FSBUUAKV the Stamp Act Amendment Bill was formally moved for 
the first time by the Finance Member. The measure was one of the three of its kind 
soggesteii by the Finance Member in his budget proposals for 11185 26 in order to meet 
the anticipated deficit of 41 lakba ; other two meaaure being Court Feea Act Amendment 
Bill and Turf Club Amendment Bill. In introducing the Stamp Act Amendment Bill the 
Hon'bie Mr. Lawrance explained tbe ohjicta of the Bill and said that more money was 
wanted fdk: propoacd grants in a generous measure to municipalities and local boards for 
the cause of ednoation, medical relief and easy commnnicationa which were all for tbe 
benefit of cnltiffatorf. 

Conaiatent with the attituiie revealed in tbe course of tbe general Budget diacnaaion for 
the past three days non-official members offered uncompromising opposition to tbe very 
principle of extra taxation involved in the Bill. Mr. R. O. P. Pradhan'a amendment 
inaerting in the Bill that the whole of the revenue derived under this measure abonid be 
devoted for tbe purpoiea of education only wua ruled out of order by the President on 
tbe ground that durii^ tbe first reading only the principles of the Bill could be diacnasod 
and no detalla. 

Mr. C. H. Hidayatullah, Minister for Local Self-Government, aaid that when Govern- 
ment with a view to economy introduced the photo-copying system in registration Depart - 
roenta members set op a hue and cry on tbe ground of forced nnemplojment of people. 
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■i^ E, a. PndlHiii wm&M an ntmnane item Qov«rnm«nt that re ? cum fiwn this 
rnmmm wonkl be wholly Oar-aurkod for noUon-boildiiig dopar&acnu only. 

Hon'hlo BIr Rnnitoe Hnywaid Mnred the Hotiw Ibni aa far nt powible Gofernment 
woold giw prateoBoe to natioii^haiMing depanaentt. He appealed to the Hoiue to 
paaa the tm fMdiai of thia Bill and that of the nat one ao that in the Select Committee 
they eonld oonalder whether extra taxation propeaed waa or waa not for popoiar benefit. 

On the fiTTH FBBBUARY the Oovemaaent anelainnl a defeat when the ('oancii 
reieeted the ftiot reading of the Stamp Act Amendment Bill by 4i vot«a to 43. Rented 
epeeehM wen aaade from both aidee of the Hooae, the non-officiata ap|ieaiing for re]retioo, 
and the Qoeemment benehea appealing to the Miniaterial party not to be dictated to by 
the Swara] party which had a wrecking policy. 

Court Feea Act Amendment Bill. 


After a debate, laating over two and-a-half bonra, the Conncil adpurnal further 
diaonaaion on the flrat reeding of the Court-feca Act Amendment Bill, which waa lutroduced 
by the Finance Member and which met with atrenuons and uncompromiiing oppoaition 
from the Don-efiloial henchea, un the ground that it waa an unbearable bnrdtn upon the 
poor agncnlturiata. 

Demanda for Granta. 


Tbe Ueeton Award. 

On the SNO MA^CH the ofttciala and non-otficiata unanimously condemmsl tbe 
attitude of the Finance member of the Government of India in regard to the injuHtice 
done to the provinoe of Bombay by tbe lieaton award and its very unjoat rteoution, 
Mr. lAlji Narayanji proposed an adjournmi'nr motion m order to ea press tiie disapproval 
of the Government and the people of Bombay, of the preaeni poiioy ot the Ontral Govern- 
ment. He said that " the direct policy of Central Government is to kill Bombay industry 
and see that Bengal fiouriahea at. the expenait of other proviu^ma.'* The Finance Hem bei, 
Mr. IL 3. Lawrence, endorai^d the above charge an I himaelf (]uoted figures .and facta to 
prove that Bombay waa done a great lujuatice He threatened that aiepa would be taken 
to make the Government of India fee.) tbe weight of public opinion in Burolmy. In order 
to avoid any feelings of bitterness, he also announced that the further consideiatioa of tbe 
Bill to enhaaee Court Fees wan (mat poned. lie appealed to al! to conhotidate the ir ranks 
and CO take joint action together in tbe common caua*. Tiie appeal waa well irapouded 
to, and in a dignified speech Mr. Jaykar associated bimarif and the Hwarajya Party 
with the Finance Member in condemming the Centra) Qovernmcui. 

Bombay Development Scandal 

Mr. KARIMAN propoeed a cot of Ha. 63 Jacks in tlie l>oml>ay Dcvniopmerit Depart- 
ment. Instanoea alter instances w<*re quoted by him by wbicii he proved that enrruption 
of the worst type was going on in tbe department under tbe very nose of the great gOila of 
the Directorate. Tbe Ron. Mr. Cowasj'. dehangir irk’d to tVMige the iasue, wi:b a view 10 
nuah ap the whole scandal. Sit Lawit^aa Hepper obaervetl . ** There waa only one fieraon 
aaore despicable than the anonymous letter-writer and that was the who waa making 

base charges against pnblic officials without being aloe to aubatantiab: them.*' 31r. 
Nariman retorM : ' he waa not making vague ebargua. He made them openly and with- 
out any anonjoGty. He was prepared to prove that the charges weie true, if he were 
given an opportunity of subatantiating the.m.' 

On the 6TH MARCH thtrnon-officiala scored 0 victory when Mr. D. B. AdhwanPa 
nmtion to rodnoe by Ra. S8,SO.OOO tbe torai grania of Ka. 2,83,80.000 under the head 
" CanatrnetMB of Works in Lloyd Barrage and Other Canals'* was carried by 48 votes 
to 44. The non-ottuiala complained that detailed tafonnation hail not been given. The 
Hon. Mr. Cowaaji Jahangir, replying on the debate, said that owing to tbe rite in tbe 
pries of ■taol tl^y bad to Increase eipenditare. 


The Maddiman RepoTl 

/O MARCH 1925 

A fin itiOMB of indigBant oloquenoe ewept the floora of the Cooa^ «a 
HUloa 4arii« tbe 4ebete oe Mr. JAYKaH’S amta to •dit m ^ Hon 
lo the highly aaaatlafactory natoie of the Maddfaaan CoasmlUii^ f^Oft 
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Sir Hftoiiot HATWABD, Bom llMbof, oft tte mj ootiift oaaonMod tko Qofom. 
iB€B(*fttetooftiooof aot toUag gorft te ftte doboto ot iMr oflaloni hid olraidj bon 
pobUilMd bj the Boftonoi O n Mittwi la tbt oppeadiooi to tbeii fopotft. Tbo Coauoittoe 
ftboMolTit wore oppoiaftod kj (bo Qofor»aea( uf ladio end fepotied to (bo oome 
Oofomaoeot, ba( ooft to (bo Booiboy GoforameBt; ba(ho woold ao( like, howeror.to 
hlador » foil dlooaooioa of thio iaportooft oobioeti, 

Mr. M. B. JATAXAB (be leader of (be oppooition, (ben aoted for oa adioanuaent 
lo doing 00 Mrt Joyokor ooid (bo( lodged by ony (cate of popalor odeoaoe the Moiority 
reoomMBdotione were highly on oo d o fo eto f y. One wonld employ ony (eou one liked, 
whether from (he point ol tkw of (be Legiolotaieai Miniaten, or popalor righta, Vht 
onawer woa the ft»me« noawly (ho( no odtonoe woa mode io ony of (boao direotiona* 
Did the reoomroeDdoliona enloige the pewera of the Legialotaica over the Bxeeative 
Government f Did Miniatem get more oantrul over the aervioea, or over the finonoea' of 
tbe Preakiency 7 Woa (be diatinetion obotiahed between tionaleried ond reaerved deport- 
monte ond greoter opprosiomtion orrired ot between the two 7 The onawer to oU %h n f 
qneationa woa diamol. Mo doabt the terma of refcrenee to (he Cmnaiittee were eotiemely 
limited. Tboogh in o aenee, eiroemaaribed by o limited referenoe, there woe no deob 
tbot (he Committee, if they were ao minded, oonid hove nmde the moet volnobli 
reoommendotiona toootda theoboiition of aaony of 4he defbeia in tbe worlung of the Ac 
ond enlorging popalor righu by doing eo. it eeeaaed to the apcOker tbot tbe Coaunittee* 
nutn oonoern bod bean to proteet ofaovo oU tho right of tho Indion Civil Borvioa. in mon 
thon foor plocaa, (hare were leleranoea to the intoreata of thoaa aervioaa mode with thi 
otoMat oore ond iolieitode ond towoida tbe wad of the report, they wound np by myim 
(hot oil ottempta aboeld be mode, to proteet tbe righta ond privilegea of the Indian Civi 
dervioe. 

The Coaamittee wore nnn ioemn r iiy obeeaaed with tbe diflonUy lelotiag to thi 
eleotomte. They forgot that when the Ueforma Act ot 1882 oommenoed in England not 
iMire then three to fonr per oent. of the popnlotion hod vote ond the pueentage 
alowly light np to 18Si. Similarly the Committee failed to lealwe adaqnaiely that 
Dymrohy bad been tried for three yenra by the ntmoat enthnahwla of tbe Befonn. Noth- 
withaianding (bo fair triai given it, I^nrohy had failed. One had only to read tbr 
evidonoe given by the Central Pvovinoea Miniaiera and . one at once lenliaed that the 
defect of I^arehy lay in ita inherrnt aalnie and not merely in tbe ntnioaphere in which 
tbe tsperiment wee worked. Dealing with the lecommendatiena Mr. Jayakar aald timt 
(hey were estiemely nnmtiafaotory. Mo important department had been leoomaNndad to 
bo tianafertvd. Boilcra and Qaa, imbonr hoa»iag, Foratia and Ffabpry, tbeaa icaUy did not 
teaeh paople any reaponaible aell-oonuoi or oorpomte power. SpMieg of aneh depart- 
menta aa were oonaidered in the Bombay PreaUeney aa afaaolntely wortble^ like atationefy 
and atond, Law report, cto., even (beae, aaid Mr. Jayakar, bad bean very eantionaly 
heonnvd in by llmitationa which he eharaettriaed aa nninatiiicn under tbe eirenmataneea. 

He therefore held tbe view (bat in their reoommcnr-aUona the Committee were 
estyemely halting but their reoommeiidntioiia by no mcana atopped there. In mnny pnrti- 
edlnia they were retrograde. Mr. .Jnynkar cited inatnneca of Preafdcnte of Legialauve 
Bodiea having been recommended to be made immnne from the inriediction and control of 
High Conrte and the non-veaMval of imidcntial qaaliSoaiiona in the qm ef o Hief Pv 
ot thia country csoapt Biiopanna. Mr. Jayaknr nmidat criaa of * henr * *henr* anid he did 
net know whnt ehnre of the blnam nttnohed to the Bcmbny Government at leaet aaoh 
kBcmbera of it nt lonned (be mluorily of that GovemaMOt. He however congmtninted 
the Indian aaemhera cf (he Bombay Oevemment on (heir courage uad aagaeity and ap- 
rlghcncai in re c om m e nding laU provincial autonomy. For (heir retrograde anggeathma 
he conld not think of congratmlating the other membeta of tbe (fovemawnt. 

They talkM freely of eleoioiatci, Ivatnlng temona ot electing repreaenutivea with (he 
tele view ot eecnriag a rctam of popnlar repiMiilativei. One might aak (he qaeation 
how were (he cleato ra taa to learn (he learn t Had (hey laamt it in every eoontiy whioh 
enjoyed Belf-Govemmeat f It had been well aaid (hat aotbiag fitted a maa for liberty like 
tbe enjoyment of liberty ifftelt The Govemamt bad forgotten that they were not dealing 
with a anb)eet raoe^ bat with • race which had all the eonaeieaaneae of a oiviliaed and 
ealtared eommnnitt, and whieh wanted little or no gaidanoe In the attainaMOt of 
Belf-Oovemmeni. Indiana had enjoyed it before, and although th^ aHght have loat 
ix during the inlaml (he ooneo i a u a n am Itaell would not he long in corning. Hit complaint 
wuathat the pnieut esperimeot weald not produce that conaeieaonmi. Thnflmirbeen 
delihoialel j tom uouadcr by the devioo of a qrttom of Qovemmeut which kept them 
in the puddlei of oppooilion He wue glad to read ia newopapero that Load Baading'o 
own beat ot mind wao towarda tbe Minority reoommendatioaa He ooald only hope 
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Ital tlM am wM tracL ** If India to to be mvikI or lo«t to the Brittoh Bmpim.** oea- 
dnded Mr. Joyoknr with great Ming, ••depeade eery lariceiy on the step that H. B. 
Lord BoMlittg takes to persaade tho Brtotoh Cabinet to uke ia that direcrioo.** 

Mr. H. G. P&ADHaH Mid that tho Majority reooaiiiiendatione, panioalarly those 
telating to the Transfened Sabjeets, wore naet ansatiifactory. It was the doty of tbs 
Bombay Council to reoocd ito protest in no nnoertain voice against the narrow illiberaltom 
which was a leatnre of the reooounendationa. The speaker condemned tho doctrine 
set op by the Committee that so long as Law and Order remained a reserved sobjeot^ 
land levenoe shonltf not be tiansferrad. He pofOied oat that this was against even the 
Montford Report. 

Monlvi Rafioddin AHMau said that he ooald not nnderstand Mr. Jayakar raising the 
point of the unsatiMaotory natnre of the report. He thoogbt Mr, Jayakar and the 
Swarajists were avowed opponents of Dyarchy and wanted to kill it. First and foremost 
they most have inter-oommanal and inter-party nnity and then the OovcrnsMnt wonkl 
not dare refuse any reform they desotanded. 

Mr. A, M. SUBYB (Non Brahman^ in farther supporting the motion observed that 
if Bombay was given provincial antonomy no barm would arise. He ooudemaed tbo 
report if only becaose it had placed the Ministere in an absolutely unenviable and 
anomalona poaition. They were mere advtoere to the Governor who could, if be sranied, 
override their adviee. In that oaae the legislature might pam a vote of oeoanie on the 
Ministers. Wae this the development of a spirit of responsibility f 

Mr. D. B. PATIL (Non-Brahman) dceiaroJ that oommnnal difl^roaoe wort bonad 
to extot till the end of the world. Were they therefore u> put off all reforose till tbo 
end of the world t No. They mast ask for more and more^ reforms with n nnilod voloi^ 
notwithstanding oommanal dlffiuenoe. Until nnd nntoss Dyarchy was done away wlth^ 
the lepremntatives in the Connoii ooald do no real serrioe to their people. 

Rai Sahib Dadnbhai DSSAI oondemned the report as rsoomssendiag rstrogiado 
etepe. The subordination of Ministers to Civilian Seoreurles was sooght to bs perpetoaled 
by the Committee. He had expected transfer of all departments under ihs ooatrel of the 
IlosM Member nt premnt to the oontrol of popular Ministers, so that they ooald rednat 
expeoditare on thorn with n view to Inereaee expeaditore on Nation-boildiag department^ 
bttt he was dtoappointod. 

Mr. JaYAKAB, replying, obeerved that If amneemtnt ibonld ooet Ra €5,000 ol 
the Ux-paybre* money he would ratber deny himself any amnmment. (Laaghtor in whh|b 
the oflieials joined). He agreed with Mr. Patel that aotwithstandiag oosunnoal diffbnMs 
they most take forward etepe toerards eelf-GoveraBseat. Replying to Monlvi Baffaddia 
Ahmed, Mr. Jeyakar aeked the former whether be and other non-oflciale did not deMrt 
to end Dynrohy. Dyarchy was mpping the very foundatione of their Ufa Wkleb 
ladtoa ooald tolemte it? The speskcr ooaolnded with an acknowled g m ent 9t Sir 
Maartoe Haywaidto oonrteiy in not participating in tbe debate. 

Sir Manrioe aoknowiedged the oompUment with a bow. Tho amtfon wae cmrW 
aomoon. 


Budsel Gmits — (Canid). 


the adetae at 


On the ISTH MARCH dtosamioa oa bndget graau was token np. Mr. Martoma 
dircetod hie gnaMe against the Departomat of iadnmrtee and poiatod ont how pespl% 
other than Indiaae when appointod to rsnmnsibto posts like the Director of lademne^ 
try to give every sort of opportnaity to foreign iadastries ia India at tbe emt of Inii- 
genoee ones. Ho niged the Government >0 tone serionsly to " 

Mahatma Gandhi to enooorige Cottage ladaetries, Mr. Dev ol 
the Mintotar in charge ebonJd take aotiee of tbe foot that nil the 1 
spent was nothing bat wasto and the depa rt ms s t most be run entirely aeeoidiag tote 
will of tbo pcopkii Mr. Jayakar asked the Government what tfaby going to do 
the report of tbe Bnhlmtoola ConmMtioe. Memrs. Hnmenbhey Uljee and O. 
exposed the ignoimaoe of the Hon. Member for Bdneetion end ebowed to him bow tho 
iadmtrtoe of match and pottery were being snb|eoied to nnfair foreign oompetltion. 

Alier tho Indnstiy Department was di t m ime d tbe Agrienltorat Depmm^ wea 
aeheied m the Ooeneil Ball. Mesms Dev and C he ad h a r i tp^ very inthmlrnttaljF m 
wtoaa qnmtiene letotlag to agrionitain. Mr. Bh opa tkir bbarrved ttet en eaqmiiy ihiM 
bo made talo the omtolttoM of the egrlonltoirtoto. Atoo Urn Dtomh m 
doorwMing la inia sannif. and the Ooverameat mast take aotiee eC IteadtaMkllm 
towrfontUtosthelSltntafaUtte es was done ia AmsriOA Ms atoo ssm- 

Si 
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ptelscd ftbovt the tuofieieiit anuigeiBenta made to diHoie agrieoltom! kaowtodce la the 
fMeent cIam. He eoneladed bj toocbiag the qaeition of milcb-eettie. 

Thcie wu a Utelj dimeiion oa the gxaau for the Pabiie Health Departawat. 
Mr. Dev piopeied a eat of 4 iaei aad Mr. Jajrakar while apeaUag oa the aiotioB of 
Mr. He? qaeetlOBed the otility of the aerrieee of the fat-iaUaried * eaperta * ia thie 
4lepartawBt, Mr. Pahaljaai farther proved the alter aaeleHncM of theM ■o-oalled eaperti. 
The Hoa. Mr. DehaWi aad Jadhav tried to explain the Government poaition. tJlUauitelj 
the grant wqi 

Oa the 18TH MABCH an important rnling waa given by Bir Ihiafalm Bahimtallab, 
the pMideat^ daring the diaenmioa of a motion by Mr. Pahlajani for the redaction of Ba 1 
Jakh from the total demand nnder the head Medical. Dr. Velkar. which apeaking on the 
motion, referred to the all< ged miacondact of certain cffieiala of the Karachi hoapital, 
aad one of them diaeamed the eondact of the officiala of another department. Sir Maarice 
Hayward raiaed a point of order, and the Preaident, after citing a namber of previoaa 
raliaga on the aahject, raled that eaeept where the lalary of any particalar official area 
edaeeraed no member ahoald attack that official, eaeept by a diatiact molntion of ceaaare. 

The Meatoa Award. 

Oa the motion of Hon. Mr. H. 8. Lawrence, Finance Member, the Conaeil reaolved to 
eead a repreaentation to the Government of India on the qneation of provincial contriba- 
tkma aa decided bj the adjoarnment of the 2nd March. In carrying oat the motion, the 
Government had prepared a repreaentation more or leaa on the imea of the apercbea deli- 
vered on the iaat oecaaion by the mover of the adjoarnment motion, Mr. Laiji Narainji. 

The repreaentation, which waa placed before the Conncil for ita approval, expreaaed 
ita conviction that grave injabticu had been done to Bombay by the Meaton Hcttlement. 
The caae againat the aettlemeut waa baaed on two distinct grounds, namely (1) that the 
dietribntion of tba anrplua revenue assigned to the provinces of India, over and above 
provincial revenua existing at the time of the Reforms, waa determincti in a baphaaard 
manner, and bore no relation to the needs of the provinces and total uxation derived 
from thorn provinces, and (2) that this baphaaard distribution was founded npon the 
npplicatiott of federal principles of finance, which bad not been adopted in any other 
Moral government in the world. The poaition of Bombay was compared with other 
provinees in the matter uf taxation and it was stated that Bombay was the most highly 
taxed province in India. An ampliHcation of the argumenta uf the Uon. H. 8. Lawrence 
nnd Mr. Lalji Karainji constitatcrl the main features of the repreaentation. 

Mr. Lawrence, having moved that the draft repremntation be approved, several 
speakers rose to support iu Chief among the speakers were Messrs. Lai ji Narainji and 
Mr. Jayakar. The former suggested certain changes in Mr. Lawrence’s diait representa- 
tion, where a refereuce had U vn ma«le to federal aa well as 8iste income-taxes in Canada 
and the United Btatea. Mr. I4iwrencc agreed to the change suggested. 

Mr. M. R. JAYAKaB, leader oi the Swarajya l>aity, said that while he had no 
desire to obstrnot bis colleagues of the other parties if they wanted to send a representation 
in the name of the Uousi*, he was bound to tell them that personally he bad no faith or 
confidence in the Government of India. Was it the first time that a representation to 
that Government bad l>ecii made on behalf of Bombay f Tbiy should not forget that 
the Central Government bad been treating the Bombay representation with scant courtesy. 
He nrged sterner and stronger measures. Ue was sure that ere long the Bombay Govern- 
ment would find out that mere lepresentatious would not do„and that sterner measures 
«aght to have been adopted. The Bombay Government should show that Bombay was 
by no means willing to face any new taxation. 

The motion jras carried nnanimou»ly. 

Indian Match Industry. 

When the grant for the Imdustries Department came up for discussion, several 
mem b e r s aoeassd the ‘Minister ot want of any knowledge in matters industrial, and a 
motion wae piopoied reducing the grant by Rs. l,00u. 

Mr. Hoeeninbhni LALJl mid the Minieter did not know anything aboht the m a tch 
or any other industry. Theie were, he said, four match factoriea in the Bombay Presideiicy, 
CM of whiGi at Ahmtiiabad bad hreu struiMliBg lor existence for the last 20 years. They 
wem imnorting into Bombay Jogs of wood from Siberia, as it was found that steamer freight 
Item Siberia to Bombay cost 1cm than the railway freight oa wood from Noitheia India 
to Bemhny. ^ bait was wufi alL An Aascrican Syndicaio with a capital G about £i 
mUllOM had etarted a big Ihctery at Ambamath, near Bombay, and were going to boiid 
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fiolortet ■* Kanehi, Csleatu ftnd Bangoon, not with a ?ievr to Mpp jing la.iia*« noidt 
bat for the parpoie of killing tho exisung fa^ioriet in Inaia. This MndioaMi, he aaid! 
had alreadj taken in hand the match indnstriee of Suretien, Cxech'o e'.orekia and Chin? 
though tihej failed to eecnre a footing in Japan^ owing lo the Jupantree GofernmenCe 
laeietanoe. That American match tmet bad cornered a chenii'al most eer.ntial in 
nanafaotnre which con Id not be booght except through that sjudioate. Thej were alao 
offering higher wages to experienced Indian workmen ftum exianou match factortea. 
He nr^ that the Government of India ehonld intervene. 

Edncation Ifinister's Policy Criiicised. 

On the 14TH MAUCH ducuMion was continued or. Mr. P. O. Joshi*i motion brottgbi 
forward the day before to reduce the total demaiul for eilucation by Ks. 1 lakh. The 
mover made it plain that it was not to be considered si a motion of censure on the 
Minister for Bdneation. Mr. M. B. JaYARAR, while agreeing with the mover that it waa 
not a censnre motion, aevereiy criticised the Minister and toid him that on 
the Swaiaj party, which bad been vilifted by the Minister on al! and sundry oocasiona 
and which had been represented by the same Minisior as something horrible even la 
think of joining, was now atandiug between him and the vote of censure. Ue aocnsrd tbe 
Minister of hnmiliating hie office by acting like a paid whip of the Government, instead 
of acting like the other two M inisters. 

The Hon. Mr. B. V. JADHAV, Minister for Education, justified bis non-Brabmm 
policy which bad been* questioned by some speakers. He was constraineil to treat tte 
motion aa a censure motion, bnt he was not afraid of it. His consoienoe laid him 
that he waa not a failure. He knew that tbe majority of the house waa with him. 
Speaking of tbe non-Brabmin policy he said that they were actnated by the mma 
motive as the Swarajiata and others, namely, looking after the oonntiy*s advancement. If 
they did not agree with the Swarajist policy of obstruction they were not wholly 
•upporteiB of tbe Government cither. He recalled instances when non-Prahmlna even 
in that eeasion had voted against tbe Government . 

Mr A. M. SUBVE, referring to tbe non- Brahmin policy, said he strongly resonlod any 
patronisation. As a aelf-respectiug party they could not and would not etand aay 
patroniaation. If the Honsc felt that the Minister was a failure, then let H not wiili 
public money on him. 

Tbe Hon. Mr. JaDHAV, replying to the debate, said that if the motion were oarrfod^ 
be was willing to lay <lown office. He then detailed the number of improvemtnta he bad 
introduced in the held of education. 

Mr. JOSHl eaid he was satiihed that the Hon. Mr. Jadhav waaseriooely engaged In 
satisfying national aspirations and he withdrew hit monioo. 

Tbe House then procee<leo to disenss other redaction motiona All redoetion seothwa 
moved were either withdrawal or defeated. A motion refusing the grant onder Bnropcan 
Edncation (Beeeived) was pressed to a division and lost. Another motKm to rednoo 
police expenditure shared a similar fate. 

Mr. BL F. Nariman moved a rednetion of Re, 10 lakhs from tbe total Poliot grant. 
In doing so he drew mttention to the Bawlm murder which ocenrred Mxm nfter saniei 
in a prominent locality near the residence of the Commissioner of Police, 

The PresUleiit, intervening, sakl that he would not allow refereuoa to be ssidt to a 
case sub-jndioe. Tbe President set the gniltoiiue in motion at 6 o'clock and put to tho 
voto the total demands. In five minntca all the motions for grants werecarrisd. 

The Bombay Rent Act. 

On tbe IfiTH MARCH an official Bill was Introdooed in tbe Coondl by tkt 
Hon. Mr. Cowatji Jehangir to amend the Bombny Bent Act in nopcet of resIdOBtinl 
pfcmiaeo which expires by tbe end of 1936. The Bill, which poise d its first r^tag* 
seeks in a restricted measare to extend the provision of the expiring Act only in tho osio 
of residential prcmiscS| the parts spplying to non*residentiat premises boving expired 
in October laM. 

Mr. S. F. Maiimna*s nmendment to the principle of the Bill extending proloo^ 
non-rtoidential bnildings aiso was rnlod out of order by the President on the gronnd tw 
it songbt to go beyond the scope of tbe Bill. The President also explained thnt tenaMoa 
as the Hdnsc Vefnsed leave to Mr. Addjman at tbe last Poona imien to IMfSdna a 
measare oiv4be lines of Mr. Marfman*s amendment, the letter sboold be doeaod a nll^ 
fother septete from tbe ooope of the present Bill. ^ . 

Tho members iken erfticised tbe Bill genemllj end oondoaned it la na goag y 
cnoogb. Mr. M. B. Jayokar, lender of tbo Swamj party, while oopporting tho aMaa 
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Bfil ftatriid tin* tht 0wtimi did m cfitm dad Itielf to % pqitticn to npport 
M Oowwd ■amra. Bo, bowvftr, thooghd that tbi Bill, whoie ptMdIo he oopported, 
ihooid he fodleoilj altcim i& the wlcet eoonyttco. 

She dm mdiag wot thca opioed to. the Bwoimjltu hoeiiig cedicnted to 


Om .tho IdTR KABCH the Cooaoil gate looee to iotiodiioe the following new Billt : 
A Bill to cnobfotho Hindvt of the Ptoeinoe of Sind to icitrict theneelect to Bonogmnioot 
Xowitiei^hj H* B. Adwoni. A Bill Ivfther to oateod the Bomboy Lend ReTenne 
Code, ld7d— by B. B. Bhinde. A Bill farther to aaeiid the Bombay Town Planning 
Aot— by L. B. Bbopather. 

Mr. BHOPATBaB'B BUI to alter the ooaititatioa and to widen the powert of the mnni- 
•oipalitiee wae the drat private Bill to come before the Hoaee lor ite diet reading. Thii 
Bill from ite eery inoeption, eatiaintd a ittong oppoeitkm fiom the Goeemment. Even 
^ leaee for iu introdaeti'm wee eery gradgmg ly and nngraeloneJy gieen by the Goeern- 
omnt in tbh laet Poona mifion. 

Mr. Bhopatkar'e intention in moting that Bill was to meet the growing public 
demewd to alter the eonetitntion of the manieipalitiee in the Preeidency including 
Proeteee of Bind in ench a way that the mnnieipalitice iboald be lealiy UMfol to the 
pablio and free from odleial control. Thii Bill propoeee to make all city municipalities 
whol^ elceted, the aomihation being confined to 1/6 of the whole number of Councillors, 
ifteiaieaolaase in the Bill intending to do away with the necessity of securing the 
peeeioae sanction ol the Collector for the ditdiiaige A certain functions. 

^e ikn. Member fer Local Belf-Gortrnmcnt oppooed the Bill on the ground that 
iBs Bill waa of a eery sweeping character and alio the Government was very shortly going 
to introdttoe a ahnllar Bill. Mr. D. K. PatU asoved an amendment the oonsideration 
W tho BUL ht poetponed till the next eession of the Coaneil. The amendment was carried. 

Amendment of Standing Oiden. 

After tho private Bills were disposed off the eeoond reading of motions to amend 
nmiiillni Orders, whieh had been referred to Beieet Committee, were taken*op. The 
BileotCommittee had recommended that ** provided the President permits, a member may 
move any of tbs resointions that stand in his name, whatever their order on the agenda 
bs^ hat no permiseion shall be given aniess 34 hoars* notice has been given to the Govern- 
mom memhsr in charge, if be so desires.*’ l^t was a very naefnl amendment but the Oovern- 
mnm benohm opposing it very strongly it was refeetsd by 40 votes against SO. 

iNsKt day the 19TH MARCH, tbo Isat day of the Beislnn, oilier motions to amend 
jUBding drdm wore taken np. Mr. Be? of Bhniia inovod that the 18 days that 
wora alloCtod to the Bndget diseamioa shonld be oonsidered very important and sacred 
mm in them days no qncstioas shonld he answered, or sdjonjiunrnt motions be moved. 
MfoSnmntkm in moving that amendment wss to enable the Bouse to consider the whole 
Igilgiti Bit the nmendment was lost. Several other nsefnl amendmenu proyosed ty 
thniwanSiislB wen disoussed and reieetod by the Honseu 

fhito wars nearly 160 resointions on tho agenda paper of which only three could 
SMBh hmoro tho Hoose. One of them was to the effect to prohibit fishing in the 
fihhlimoti river. The Government nesnicd Mr. Bwaminarsysn that it would consider 
the anwtim lympalbetioally upon whieh he withdrew his resolution. 

Tho other and tbs most important reaolntion regarding pay A Bombay peons stood 
in tho aims of Mr. Bolo sad was earned withont a division evon thongh the government 
IhMm opposed it strongjy. Mr. Jsyakhr paid tribute to the loyalty, integrity and 
gmlmof m tho Bombay peons and supported thereooinlien on behalf of the Bwaraiya Party. 
TlmCiMil aoasian waa Ami profof od by order of His BxeoUeimy the Governor. 


TIm Sfrmj PutV" Review of Cboncil Week 

.tothi wiffMOif thapsaplothcy hnvetothehestof their lights .offend a fight 
g| oloiy lorn and ootacr and have often corns off snceemfnl after a 

r** 

, Iho Bwmalya Puriy in the Bombay Legislative Conaeil oondoded 

r m' mm ysai^ werk in the Ceaneil. The repert which wae sahmitied to the 
iMoiiww lAflslalnn is a oiomiy printed doeamat ef 44 pages reoordi^ 
f the pomp Iwdipsndsntly as weU as in oollabotation with the 
is Umiegiilattfo wrnhm thspissidsngy. Tbs Bsmhay Couaeii 
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eimdjft oouiMei oi tS SwanijiiU aad 11 ladopudnH Md that 
••tk trifle ien then e third of totelof 111 membeit whompoit the Ooeeell : eboete 
third of the totei form the Oorenmieiit blobk while the leeeelaing thiid it ooetpoeed of 
the noa-Binhmia pertj. The report oleiae for the Sweieiye Party thet it hit oradiublv 
aoqoitted iteelf of the truet repoMd in it bj the eleolefetei. It wm not, however, ibie 
to oppoee the Oovetnment It f igoroeti j It titter brenohet ooold do in C. P. end bengei 
Coonoili. Snpliiaing the eiroaaitUnoet that led to thit petition the report obroniolee 
the feet that thp Bombay Legielatore it more heterofeneoiie than any other Coaooii in 
India and oontitts. of repreeentativet of foar different parU namely EaharathtnL 
Oaterat. Bind and Kamatic which differ from each other not only <u langutge and 
traditioni, bat even in their etaget of political advanoa The report ttyt that the 
reralt it that the lepretentatlvet from backward dittrictt are tiill not free from oAoUl 
control and are nnable to realite the tignifioanoe of the flwarajitt policy and programme, 
Keferring to the non-Brabmin party which, the report taya, invariably decidev the vote 
of the Connoil, the Swaraiya Party complaint of the former party'c peniateiioe in not 
even giving an opportunity to the Swtrajitit to nodecitand them by joint drliberatioot 
at least on important qoett.ions. The non-Brahmin party coulij not be t>erNua«ieil, 
oontiunei the report, to lend a strong and vigorons band to tho National ivts iu their 
timggle for political freedom In the face of all diaappointiog faoton the 8warajiit« 
and Independents have had to work. It is farther claimed ind it it iu light thereof 
that their work has to be appraised by the electorates. The report alto proudly ohronieles 
the fact of the place of honour aa the leaiicr of opposition having been by common 
content assigned to the Swarajist leader. Mr. Jayakar, and alio the fact of the paiiy 
members being clad in pore simple kbadder. 

The Autumn Session 

P00NA^20TH JULY 1925. 

The Autumn Session of the Bombay Legislative Ooitoeil com* 
menced at Poona on the 20tb July. After the swearing'iii of new members 
the Council proceeded with the considerstion of official Bills. The (ioverir 
Eient intimat^ the withdrawal of the Ijarid Beveuue Bill. Consideration 
of the Statistics Bill was postponed. 

A resolution eulogising the services of the late Mr. C. R. Dm 
then movedi members of all the different parties and the President apsociating 
themselves with the spirit of the motiofif which was carried unanimously. 

The Council then proceeded with the second revling of the Bill for the 
Prevention of Adulteration of P'ood. Mr. Nariman urged the inclusion of a 
provision to include imported tinned food in the operation of the Act. Mr. 
Nariman’s proposition did not meet with support. 

On the 22ND JULY the Council passed the Adulteration of Food 
Act, The Bill to amend the Bombay Municipal Act wbioh was^ urw.i»*r 
discussion and the clause regarding the appointment of a Municipal Commis- 
sioner was vigorously debated, Mr. Nariman moving an amendment suggesting 
the transfer of the powers of appointment and the removal oi the Munictpal 
Commissioner to the Municipality. The discussion was resumed next day, 
the 28RD JULY when the Council passed the third reading of the Bill 
to Amend the City of Bombay Municipal Act. 

Co-operative Societies Bill. 

The Minister for Excise then moved the second reading of the to 

ConeoHdate and Amend the liw relating to Co-operative pieties in the 
Bombay Presidency. The object of the Bill was to facilitate the formation of 
eo-oporative sodetiee for the promotion of thrift, self-help, and ®"tual aid, 
partfoolarly among the agriculturists, in order to bring about better living# 
b stt or business# and better methods of pioducdoo. 
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There were 126 amendmeDti notified. One of theie euggeeted that the 
Bill be returned to the Select Gonmiittae to ooneider the <|iiectloQ of popular 
control of the loeietiee and a reduction of the aotoeratie powen of the 
registrar. The OorernmeDt opposed the amendment* which was lost, and 
the second reading was passed. 

On the 24TH JULY the debate on the Bill and an amendment to the 
clause relating to exemption from income-tax, court fees, etc., was adopted 
proposing that the Government should give loans to registered societies, or 
guarantee the payment of interest on debentures issued by them. 

With regard to the clause relating to contributions to a charitable 
purpose, it was agreed that, with the approval of the Bombay Central Co- 
operative Institute, and after the stipulations regarding the reserve fund 
had been satisfied, a society might set aside a sum not exceeding 20 per cent, 
of its net profits, and utilise froth time to time the whole of such a sum in 
contributing to any public or co-operative purpose, or to a charitable purpose, 
as defined in Section II of the Charitable Endowments Act of 1890. 

On the 25TH JULY after a protracted discussion lasting nearly three days, 
the Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to Co-operative Societies in 
the Bombay Presidency passed its third reading. 

Bombay Rent Act. 

The Bill to further amend the Bombay Rent Act, 1918, was then 
presented for its second reading. The report of the Select Committee, 
consisting of 17 memberb, showed that eight members wrote minutes 

of dissent. 

Mr.. Surves motion for the return of the Bill to the Select Committee 
was rejected, and the House proceeded with the second reading of the Bill. 

On the 28TH JULY the report of the Select Committee on the Rent 
Act Bill was again taken up. Clause II of the Bill, which was altered by 

Mr. Nariman’s amendment, extended the life of the Act till 1928. ll 

was sought to be amended by Mr. Surve’s motion that the Act ahould be 

made applicable only to tenements, the rents of which ranged between Rs. 8 
and Rs. 100 instead of Rs. 85 as stated in the Bill. The amendment failed 
when put to the vote. 

Another uiisuccesaful amendment, which took up a good part of the 
day’s debate, was one which sought to decontrol the rents of cbawls and 
dwelling housea erected by employeea. 

Clause II of the Bill, amending Section I ot the eecond Bombay Rent 
Aet» was then adopted. 

Ooneideration of Clause III was postponed, and the amendment of 
Dr. Velkar to insert in Clause IV, a provision to safe-guard workmen against 
ejectment w]mn a look-out or strike had been declared, wu forced to a 
division and deolared bst. 

On the 89TH JULY after some minor verbal amendments bed been duly 
incorporated in the meeiure, the Co-opeialive Socieliee Bill wm read 
a diifd tune and pacMd into law. 

The OouneO next prooeeded to consider the Bill to amend the EAmhav 
Bent Act elaiise by daiM 

Several memben took part in the debite canaed by Mr. Nariman’s 
atoieiidmeot, whtohaimgkttoTwii^iuittlwali^ the ineroace in rents 

during the yean 1926 and 1927. The amendment ^poeed a redaetkm 
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of tht inoiaasa allowed by the report of the Select Committee from 30 per 
eeot. to 90 for the fint year, and from 40 per <^niL to 25 per cent for the 
■eoond year. 

The Government said that the inereue of 30 per cent, was allowed at 
no increments in rents had been allowed for the last ten years, and the 
meaaure would prevent land'lords to be exacting or to profiteer in a com* 
modity required by all classes of the community ; yet it would give them a 
normal increase, so that tenants might not take undue advantage of the 
protection afforded by the Bill under consideration. 

The* remaining clauses were incorporated after some discussion and 
alterations. Rental lor bouses occupied after 1926 were granted an annual 
increase of 10 per cent. The second reading of the Bill was left over till next 
day to enable the Government to examine the Bill as amended. 

The discussion of the first reading of the Bill to amend the Bombay 
Smoke Nuisance Act was not finished when the Council rose for the day. 

On the 30TH JULY after consequential amendments the Bill amending 
the Rent Act passed the second and third readings. 

The Bombay Port Trust Act was so amended that in future there should 
be no discrimination in the liability of the trustees between goods discharged 
by day or by night. Also the trustees were not to be held responsible if 
cargo was not removed by owners within 1 1 days of its landing in the Board's 
premises. 

The Bombay Cotton Industry. 

Mr. S. K. BOLE was then allowed to move the acliournment of the 
Council for the discussion of a matter of public itn|K)rtaiico. He sub* 
mitted that in view of the grave situation in which the Bombay ootUiri 
textile industry found itself, and the possible effect of the decision 
of the Millowners' Association to reduce the wages of their workmen, which 
would affect 150,000 operatives of Iktmbay and their families, and also the 
effect of this situation on the welfare of the Prosidoncy as a whole, the 
Governor’iu'Council would be pleased to place the gravity of the situation 
before the Goveriior-General-iii'-Council, urging him to take such steps as 
would bring about immediate relief to the mill industry and the operatives 
working therein. 

Mr. JAYAKAR, on behalf of his party, supported the motion, declaring 
that the Swaraj party had now vindicated their position that they were 
not subsidised by capitalists, as was the gencraf belief some time l>ark, but 

were some party standing between Labour and Capital. He asked the niilr 

owners if they had really investigated the question thoroughly, and if they 

had not found it reasonable to reduce profits end the salaries of their highly 
paid oflBeers before deciding to cut down the wages of the mill operatives. 
He thanked the milbowuers’ representatives for urging the Government to 
make a representation to the Government of India to take this Industry 
in band. 

Th. FINANCE MEMBER .aid thmt the Bombay Government wm pieced 
in e diffienlt poeition. TTie abolitioD of the cotton eseiM. be Mtd, nw 
be debated with sober deb'bention. and not with picturwque epitbete. 
Ho balieTed that it was esUUitbed that the mill indurtnr »*• ««• » “d 
eoadithm, and the hiee on tha eiticene of Bombay would probably oe 
«* laaa tiiaa Be. 10 erores. He reminded the House that the quee- 
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tioM of ozohoiigo and enmnqr wove inoet eomplexi and it wia\aufor- 
tamite that tho pcdioj of the OoToniment of India was aoeoeed of moral 
deprarity. Aoooiding to hiihi the mfUowoere had not put forward their 
oaee with all the detail which they no doubt poescMod, ai^ that, whenever 
their allegations against Japanese oompetition were contradicted, the Mill- 
owners’ Association did not move sufficiently to prove their ease. He ad- 
vised the establishment of a system of commercial intelligence. He refuted 
the charge of mismanagement levelled against the Bombay millownert, but 
he believed that the abolition of the excise duty would not put the mills on 
their feet, though it would serve as a palliative for tho inaction of a part 
of their losses. As regards the wages of labour, be said that a cut of Ilf 
per cent, would be only a very minor palliative of the evil, as it would 
amount to only Bs. 70 lakhs, or a little more than 1 per cent, of the value 
of the total out-turn of cloth. Whether Japanese imports should be 
welcomed or not he left the House to judge. He also advised both the 
millowners and the advocates of labour to ask for an enquiry by the TariflT 
Board. 

After the Government had expressed its desire to mitigate the difficulty of 
both the labourers and the capitalists, the motion was carried unanimously. 

The Act to impose a tax on totalisator betting passed the first reading 
and a Select Committee to report thereon was appointed. 

Abkari Act Amendment Bill. 

On the 3 1ST JULY after question time, the first reading of the Bill 
further to amend the Bombay Abkari Act of 1878 was moved. The proposed 
amendment makes it illegal for any Club to sell liquor without a license, and 
enables the Government to obtain fuller control over the consumption of foreign 
liquor. Very little opposition was offered, and the Bill passed into law. 

The Bill to give wider power in the mani^ement of Municipal affairs 
in certain cities was then introduced. The Bill was read for tho first time, 
and referred to a Select Committee. 

Transfer of Improvement Trust. 

On the 5TH AUGUST Khan Bahadur Shaikh Ghulam Husain 
HID AYATULLAH moved the first reading of the Bill to transfer the powers 
and duties of the Trustees for the improvement of the City of BomW to 
the Corporation and to vest the property and rights vested in the Trustees in 
the Corporation. In explaining the provisions of the Bill the Minister 
emphasised that in order to prevent specu lation in prices of land the new 
Board would determine the price of land while oonsidering a scheme and not 
when the sohesie was finally sanctioned. 

After further discussion the Bill passed the first reading and the pro* 
position to refer the IMll to Select Committee was also passed. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Gulam Husain HIDAYATULLAH next moved a 
Bill to gmend the Bombay Local Boards Act, 1923. He explained that the 
need lor the Bill ima due to the ditorepieaaoies in the elections brought to light 
in the past on aeeotint of the defective wording of the Act. This Bill idso 
pamed the first reading. 

The Oonneil also passed the third reading of the amendments to certain 
Standing Orders. 
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Clii]dreii*a Aot Amendment. 

Sit Me u n ce HAY W ARD then mo^ed a Bill Ameiidiii^ the Bember 
Ghiidren’a Aot t934. Fire new oleaaee bed been added to the Aot mekinf 
it penel to be drank while in oher^ of a child* to gire iotoxioatiiif Uqooni 
to a child* to aell tobacco or any amoktng miztare to a child or young peieon. 
to incite a child to bet or borrow and to taka pawn from a child. 

The Home Member pointed out that the Bill had been brought forward 
in fulfilment of a promiae made to the House. 

The firat reading of the Bill was passed, and on the motion of the 
Home Member it was referred to select committee. 

Mr. Lalubhai SAMALDAS moved that a certain sum be appropriated 
from the item “ Miscellaneous ** for the purpose of reviling the pay of 
village establishments in Sind. A lively debate arisued during which the 
noorofficials demanded from the Govt, a definite assurance to the effect that 
the Govt, would put an end to the ** Rasai *' and *' lato systems in vogue 
in Sind. 

The Home Member explained the point of view of the Government 
and gave an assurance that if public co-operation were forihooming, and 
if the House would help in putting into effect the recommendations of the 
y Rasai Committee the Government would do all they could to and the 
** Rasai and ** lato ” systems. The demand was then granted. 

Among the other demands moved one relating to the purohasci of a 
plot of land near Jacob Circie, Bombay, for Rs. 1,54,945 for the purpose of 
further strengthening the position of the police so that they oould meet 
disturbances during times of industrial unrest was sanctioned. 

On the IITH AUGUST the Council resumed diseussion on the Bill to 
amend the Bombay Village Police Act of 1867. The first reading of the Bill 
was passed and on the motion of the mover referred to a Select Committee. 

Bombay Town Planning Act 

Mr. L. R BHOPATKAR then moved the firgt reading of a Bill further to 
amend the Bombay Town Planning Act of 1915. According to the statement 
of objects and reasons the Act had proved a source of danger to the rights 
of those persons whose lands happen to be included in the town planning 
scheme as the Arbitrator was invested with autocratic powers. The Tribunal 
of Arbitration was a mere tool in the hands of the Arbitrator.^ The whole Act 
was so conceived and framed as to benefit the local authority at the cost of 
the landholders within its jurisdiction. All sorts of restrictions are imi^ed 
upon the landholders without corresponding liabilities put upoii the loom 
authority concerned. Mr Bhopatkar gave concrete instanC/Cs from what bad 
taken place in Poona. 

Mr. HIDAYATULLAH. Minister, rmiwd a point of order m to whf^er 
the local Legislature bad the power to add powers to the appellate jurisdiction 
of the High Court and whether such a power did not constitute iotarferanoe 
with Acts of Parliament. 

Mr. M. R. JAYAKAR. feeder of the Swerej Perty. 
the Bin proposed to add certain powen to tiie eppeU>‘t* jnrirfietiM of^tho 
High Court. A mere aMition of nMih powers could not be deenM a« 
uffeetinc any Aot of Phrliamenfc U the BHl had aimed et uking ^ 
the uj^oll^ jumdietion of tho Sgh Court any of the powera TOrtea in rt 
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If LbUbis Patent of Parliament* then thoBill could be oooeidered as being 
out of order. 

Sir Mauiiee HAYWARD held that Mr. Jajakar • interpretetion was not 
eorreet and that whether what the Bill bad proposed waa a mere addition 
or a aubtraotion of powera* it nevertheleas affected the Act, and as such 
the local Legislature could not deal with such a Bill. 

The PRESIDENT said a similar point of order had been raised in 
imnnection with the Bombay Children's Bill and was referred to the Goremor- 
Oeneral* Mr. Bhopatkar’s Bill to amend the Bombay Town-Planning Act of 
1915 was referred to the Gk>vemor’Oen6ral subsequently and yet sanction was 
giren without any reference whatsoever to any part of the Bill. It was 
oommon knowledge that before sanction was given to any Bill the Governor- 
General usually referred it to the head of the l^partment conoerned. It wasi 
thesefore* a matter of surprise that sanction should have been given to Mr. 
Uopatkai^s Bill* which contained a debatable provision similar to the one 
oontalned in the Children's Bill and referred to the GovernorGeneral. He 
(the President) could either rule the whole Bill as out of order, or allow the 
House to proceed with the consideration of the first reading of the Bill, and 
the point of order could be considered before the Bill came up for the second 
reading. He preferred to adopt the latter course. 

The diaoussion of the Bill was then continued and the first reading being 
put to the vote was lost. 

The Swarajbta^ Withdrawal. 

A meeting of the Swanoist members was held on the 1 4th August to 
protest against the treatment they were receiving in the Council, particularly 
the way in which the non-Brahmins supported tWGovernment in refusing the 
formal motions for the introduction of Bills by Swarajist members at the meet- 
ing of the Council on the 13th August. After Mr. Joshi's Bill wah defeated 
€0 this day (13tb) he refused to ask for leave for any more Bills, and 
hk eiaraple was followed by other Swang Party members. Since then they 
apparently decided to take no more part in that session. 

On the 14TH AUGUST* when the Council met, the House proceeded 
to diaonss non-official resolutions of general public interest. Mr. P. V. Joshi, 
who was the first on the list of resolutions, refused to move any of his three 
lesplutiona* and his example was followed by Mr. Dave, who had 10 
Tesolntioas in his name. 

Ou tiie I6TH AUGUST in pursuance o! the deouion arrived at the day 
iMime the Swanjist members did not put the questions of which they had 
given notiee* nor did they move the resolutioDs in their names. Om or 
two membei% of the non-Brshmin party also joined in the chorus of ** I 
dp not move the resolntioo* Sir.** 

The bnsineso of the Bombay CooneO was finiahed on this day prisBarily 
OB aeeoimt of the Bwarajiat members dedining to move the resolutions tto 
etoodta their name. As the Governor bad not intimated the proroguing 
of the Houses the Qm&cil woo ndjoiii&ed amo dio. 

TIm RcMon* for WrAAmmL 

la anaoBBciiin thafar dMUoa a«l to tab fart ia th. pceaaadiini of Aa 
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BiW ImUa^iwB Goonoil the Sw»r^»l mamlMn iatuad a atetonant 
or i K aia i nt the eHiitade of the non-BimhoiiQ and Sind Moalan mambeia. 
Thaf aMa that they had giren aopport to tha non-Brahmioa and Stud 
UmbiBi wheDoaer their motioiia were in danger, bat tha raaalt had been that 
the Swangwti had come to be recarded by those two partiaa as powerful 
leaeii ior dbtidntng from the Goremment one oonoeaaion after another, either 
eominnnal or peraonal. The OoaemmaDt had gone on diatribnting their 
patronafa aaoog peraont repreaenting those parties io a manner which had 
bad the effeot of winning them over to the side of the Qovemment. 

The SwariQistB did not desire to be eon verted into the no willing inr 
tnunedta of o o m mnn al or personal aggrandisement. The Government did not 
appear to be willing to aoeord to the Swand Party the position of respect 
and dignity whieh it deserved, by reason of its work and importanoe. Their 
one effort had been to try by all means, fair or foul, with the aid of the 
non-Brabssina and Sind Moalema. to defeat the SwanoMts Constitatad as 
they were* the Swandieln were powerless to meet the tactics of the Govenr 
ment. They had* therefore, been oompalled to resolve not to take part in 
the deKberatioos of the House, so that, with their withdrawal, the otte 
section of the House which had so far remained inactive, would thrown 
on their own resources, and would come to occupy their merited position, 
commensurate with their idtelligence, strength and iraportanoe. 

Concluding* the statement observes : “ Ws are aware that this map 
involves the immediate sacrifice of minor advantages to the public, but this 
is inevitable. We are awaiting further dcvelopmeut. and we venture to 
assure our coustituents that all steps will be taken which are demanded by 
their eelPreepeot and the dignity, of which we regard onrselvee the 
onatodiane.” 


The October Session 

POONA — 2 J ST OCTOBER 1 925* 

The first meeting of the third eessioD of the Bombay Legislative CooneU 
was beld on the aist October at the Council Hall. Poona, Sir Ibrahim 
RabimtnUnb preaidiDg. Curiosity as to what the Swara)isU would do duiiog 
this aeselon. whether they would continue the tactics of noo-participatioo 
in the proceedings, or revert to the old method of responsive co-oper- 
atkw, bad brought in a good number of visitors. When question- 
time came the Swarajist membere did not pot ibe questions they bad eeat 
In nor read the anewera which bad been prepared and printed io tbe list of 
qneetioBs and anawers. They acted in pursuance of tbe decision they 
arrived at their meeting the day before to cooUoue the policy of arm- 
participation which they ioaugnrated during tbe closiog days ol the 


On the motion of tbe Home Member tbe coosideratioo of thefim 
reeding of the BUI to provide for tbe collection of eUtistical informecion lor 
peblic pnrpocee wee postponed. 

Betting Tan BiU. 

Tbe Flnaaoe Member moved*tbe second readiog ot Ae Bill to hapy 
a urn ea totalimtor bettiag and presented the report of the Se*^t CommittM 
theraon. The Select Committee bed. by a majority, accepted tbe preame 
of the Bill as well as the rate of tax reoommeoded. namely, four per eeat. 
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The motum lor the feoQiid reading of theBIU wat pat to the rote and 
emtcied* Amendmenta to the Bill were then taken up for oonildemtfon. 

Mr, S. K. Bole aopported the Bid on the ground that the rate of tax 
propoaed thereto would go to add to the revenuea of the Government. He 
aoggeated a rate much higher than that provided in the Bill, 

Mr. C. M. Waoia, repreaeotative oi the Millownera' Aaaodatfon, 
moved an amendment to the efiect that the maximum rate of tax fixed by 
the Bill ahotfid be reduced to 2| per cent# inaamuch aa the Tnrt Club waa 
a charitable inatitution and ita capacity for doing charity would be crippled 
by the high ratea ot tax. Alter aome diaco8»ioo the amendment waa loi^ 

Mr. H. M. Rahimtolla moved an amendment with the object that 
tne tax propoaed to be levied ehnuld leaily be a uxr on the Turf Onb and 
Vfit on the public. The amendment waa to provide that 90 per cent, of all 
the moniea paid into the touliaator should be oiatributed among the wmnera. 
The amendment waa lost. 

The Home Member explained the point oi view of the Government aa 
being one of diiconragement oi gambling. The idea of a third encio»nre 
•did not originate in the Government but in the Tiiri Club; but when the 
third endoaure waa atarted it waa found helpful in anpprcaaing the bncket 
ahopa and betting outside. He then moved the third reading of the Bttl 
which waa paaaed. 

Stock Exchange. Reform. 


On the aaMD OCTOBER Mr. H. S. Lawrence, Finance Member# moved 
the first reading of the Bill to regulate and control certain contmcta lor 
the pmchnae and sale of secuiitiea m the City of Bombay. 

The object of the Bill is that Government ahould take nuthoiity to 
enforce such lules aa they may conaider neceaaaiy for the inteiesta oi the 
poblic. This meaaure is in pursuance of the recommendationa of the Stock 
tbKhange Committee. Subject to the sanction of the Govenior*in-Conacil, 
a aiock exchange may make rules for the icgulation and oontiol of all 
ttansactfona in securities other than ready delivery contracts. The Bill 
further providea the Govemor-in-Council with power to' lefuae to aancticn 
any or all of the rules and to add to, amend, vary, or reacmd any of 
the rnlci. The first reacing of the Bill waa carried. The Bill was then 
referred to a Select Committee. 


Children'a Amendment Act. 

Sir Maurice Hayward, Home Member, moved the aacond rending of 
the Bill to amend the Bombay Chiidren'a Act# 1924. Every one of the 
aatendmenta of which notice had been given# waa loat. A diviaion waa 
dcBBanded on cne of the amendmenta and the reault waa that the Govern- 
nmnt got a clear majority of 33 to 7* The Bill wna read a third tiaae 
nndpnsaed. 

The Bill further to amend the Bombay Port Treat Act of 1S79 was 
reed a thit|l time and paamd. 

Municipal Act Amendment BilL 

The 1 ^ to give wider powera in the management of mnnkipai idaim 
in certain citita was read a second time. Aa laid down in the atatemmt 
of objects and teaaens the principal olgect of the Bill is to provide n focce 
adequate baaia lot mni ici|^ admauatratfon in the hUin citfoa oi 
Bombay Presidency. The Bombay District Municip^ Act of .1901 app H ea 
to all muaicipalitica in the Presidency# expept the Mo ni ci p ai ^ Xoc p oi nti e n of 

the City of Biibfaay# and it has been felt each year tnoeadeg force 

tkat the ume Act cacitot adequately provide for the noado of the latger 
aid the smaller mncia|;aiiiies# Dndcr the same Act# aavp where nefotf 
cfi cei or a iLUbici(al commissioaer hna been appointed the emeative 
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aMaistimtioo centm io the maaeghig end other committeei. This mev 
atm bo pOMible in the tmeller mnnlcIpMitlee, end in these the Preeldent 
aiej etill be eble Ito enperviee end control the Menidpel tteff, end the 
Moaklpel Committee to perform the Innetlons of en executive body. But 
in the terge citiee the Mnnidpelity cen do little more then determine quee-^ 
tiooe of policy. The Committees can exercise only e generel control over 
the Mnnici^l ttefi. It it therefore necessary to define with greeter cleemeso 
the powers of the executive and to secnre proper supervision end control 
by the appointment of e refponaible executive officer, with clearly defined 
etetntory powers* at the head of the Municipal stafi. 

An amendment was moved by Mr. R. G. PRADHAN to the 
efiect that for the words. ** the member of wards to be constituted for 
Mahomsdans, non-Mahomedans and depressed claues/' the words. '* the 
ooostitotlon of wards, including a special ward for depressed classes/* be 
anbstitttted. The amendment was then put to the vote and lost. 

On the 23RD OCTOBER the discussion ou the Municipal Bill was 
resumed and considered clause by clause. Mr. A. N. Surve proposed an 
amendment that a person who pays, or promises to pay, any person 
whomsoever on account of the conveyance of any elector to or frcm any 
place for the pnrpoee of recording Ilia vote, as well as the person who 
hireif employs, borrows, or uses for the purposes of the election any 
boat. vehiMe. or animal osnally kept lor letting on hire ihall be deemed 
to have committed corrupt practice. Mr. Sutve explaloed how In the 
paat rich, bnt not deserving candidHtea bad got into power by spending 
BM»ey ff^y and profusely for the conveyance of tide voters to the polling 
booths and how spMially in Bombay during electiona corruption used to be 
fife. On the Ministef in charge of the Bill accepting the clauses proposed 
they became part of the Bill. 

Ob the a4TH lOCTOBER Mr. A. N. Surve moved an amend meat to 
the effect that a municipality should have power to regulate and restrict 
the alaiighter of animals. The Miniat'^r in charge raised a point of order 
and held that the amendment proposed an addition of powers which did 
not fall within the jurisdiction of a municipality. Besides, the Govern- 
ment of India had not approved of the ame^meot. The President ruled 
the amendment out of otder. 


On the 26TH OCTOBER Mr. R. G. Pradhan moved au amendment to 
the dauM giving power to the District Magistrate to suspend by smus M 
an Older the execution of any order or resolution of a monicipality and 
prohibit the doing of anything which is about to be done, or ia being dons 
by, or on behalf of, a mnnlcipality. and doing, or ia UMy »o cause, 
injury or anne^anoe to the public, or to lead to a breach of the pmee, or 
ia onlawlul. The Collector is required by the Bill to forward auch orders 
to the Commissioner and to the monicipality affected thereby. The Com- 
missioner is on bis jiart required to submit to the Government a rrporl of 

”*TltrpSlK*n comptained ttat in tiie put CoUecter, bad 

too often and for insufficient or no reasons with the working 

and that the Bill under discunion had left the autocracy o! the Colltciors 

unimpaired. It was. however, onreasonable and inexpedient to disarm uie 

CoUectore of all powers oi interference inasmuch as the maiotensnce 01 law 

and Older and the prevention of a breach ot the peace 
of pgramonnt importance in all administrations. It was but mi tbere- 
forcb Mint the Collector in bis capacity as District Magistrate should ha 
lower to banc provisional orders. „ « , ^ if « 

The amendment was eventually lost. The Bill was ri <»d a l 
and passed. 
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Mr. HMayatatlBb then aioYad tbo teeoBd iMidfog of Bie BOl to 
tflUBtfer tlie poimi tad dotta of tbe t roi toe t lor tho impioveaiMit of tho 
City of Bombay aod to voot tho p ro p o r ty aod rightt vetted in the trotti io 
the Mooidpel Corpomtioii of tbe City of Bombay- Tbe Minkter alto 
pretented tbe report of the select committee. 

Both the motioiis were aitented to by the Conncil. 

Impcovement Triut BUI. 

On the 27TH OCTOBER the oontideiatioii of tbe Improvement Tnrst 
Tiantfer Bill wae proceeded with. 

Mr. A. N. Snrve moved an amendent to provide ior the represen- 
tation of the pobrer . and worJdoa d a m e s on ^the committee to be 
constituted under the Bill. Tbe amendment also sought to deprive the 
asercanttte clsstei of the representation proposed to be accorded to than. 
The amendment was lost. 

Mr. Joseph Baptkta moved the indnsion of die foUowing danse: 
** The powers conferred by« and the duties imposed under, this Act on the 
Committee shall be enerdsed and performed by the Committee, subject 
to the general control of the Board.** 

The Minister in charge of the Bill agreed to the indnsion of this clause. 

Mr. H. M. Rahimtullah moved the addition of the following clause : 
** The Board diall take over such of the development sdiemes of the Cor- 
poration as the Corporatioa may decide to transfer to the Board, subject 
to such financial adjustments and conditions as may be agreed upon, and on 
each decision being communicated to the Board all tbe formalities required 
under this Act before a scheme can be undertaken by tbe Board shall be 
deemed to have been observed.** The amendment was pot to the vote 
and tost. 

. On the 28TH OCTOBER Sir Vasantrao Oabholkar moved an amendment 
that all references pending before the Tribunal of Appeal be transferreo 
to the High Court. After some discussion the amendment was lost. 

Mjr. Hidayatolla. Minkter. moved a Government amendment to Section 
10 which made municipal commksiooers ez-officio members of the Improve- 
ment Trust Committee. The number of nominated members was inctuLsed 
to four by adding one representative of labour from among the members of 
tbe Municipal Corporation. 

All other amendments were gone through, but the third reading was 
postponed for purposes of consequential amendments. 

Official Bilk Passed. 

On the 29TH OCTOBER the Bombay Pbrt Tiust (Amendment) Bill 
was read a third time and passed, the most important of the amendments 
made being that goods, if not removed in seven days after landing, shonld 
remain on the premisea of tbe Port Trust at tbe rkk and eaqpense of tbe 
owners. 

The Bill ^ impose a tax on totalisator betting was read a thm ume 
and passed after being amended to the effect that the Act should coase into 
ioiceln Bdsabay durkg the ensBlng racing season in December. 

Tbd Major Municipalities Bill was then taken up. A number of verbal 
and cooeequential am^ments were BMnred and passed. The Bill was read 
a third dtfsand pamad. 

.Ike Plnanes Member then moved the lu cond readihg of tbe Stock 
BMBbasfisCcntiolBMaBd p re sen t e d tbe report of tbe Select Committee, 
la dcbii 90 /tbe Ehmace Member aaid tba| the report was, im a nk s o ns 
ltdidaotmsan.niitgkgbt aiiihe aome peo^ that ^ CoaMnltteo did 
wot fo Inia the biatitsof thcBiil. Thevleweof tlkBoadiayJIhtlve 
Bhaies and Stock Brokmi* A ssosi atldn were heard. The BIB had been ~~ 
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mUmded by the Select CoouDltiee •• to give powi 
esteod the Act to dtiei other than Bombay. 

Ifr. Joseph Baptiste congratulated the Government on the intiodnetion 
of sttch a nsefnl and long-needed measnre. The BUI would pot an end to 
what had long been one of «be greatest scandals of the Qty of Bombay. 

The Bill was then read a tuird time and rstsod- 

Impcovemeot Tmst BUI. 


A number of amendments to the Bombay Improvement Trust Transfer 
Bttl were moved on this day and passed. 

Ifr. Hidayatullah, Minister, thereupon* moved that the Bill be read a 
third time. In doing so he said that the Bill had been framed and bronght 
forward in response to an insistent public demand for years. He hoped that 
the day would soon come when the Improvement Truaj would merge com- 
pletely into the Bombay Municipal Corporation. Many members congratn* 
lated the Minister on initiating such a bold measuce in deference to public 
opinion. The Bill was then read a third time and passed. 

Bombay Municipal Act (City and District). 

Mr. HidayatuUah then moved the first reading of the Bill to amend the 
Bombay District Municipal Act. 1901. The obiects of the BUI are to 
provide that (1) persons sentenced by a criminal court to imprisonment 
or whipping for an ofience punishable with imprisonment for a term ex- 
ceeding six months, or to traosportetion. such sentence not having been 
subsequently reversed or quashed, should be relieved from the dUqualifica- 
tion on the expiry of the sentence or by an order of the Government in that 
behalf (2) persons dismissed from Government service, such dianiasal 
having been notified io the ** Bombay Government Gazette.** and those 
being pleaders whose sanad had been withdrawn by the High Court, should 
no longer be disqualified from being members of a mnnicipality. 

Ihe Bill was read a second and third time and passed. 

The BUI to amend the Bombay Village Fanchayata Act, 1920, and the 
BUI further to amend the Bomoay L^l Boards Act, 1923, on the same 
lines as the previous measure, were read three times and pass^. 

The first reading of the Bill to amend the City of Bombay Municipal 
Act, 1883, was moved. The object of the measure is to provide that persona 
aentenctrd by a criminal court to imprisonment or whipping for an oflencn 
punishable with impribonment for a term exceeding six months, nr to tians- 
portetfon,.such sentence not having been subsequently reversed, or quashed, 
should he relieved from the disqualification on the expiry of the sentence, 
or by an order of the Government m that behalf. The BiU was. however, 
read the first time and referred to a select committee. 

On the 3 o:^H OCTOBEK, on the mouon of the Finance Member, the 
CouncU approved of the report 01 the Committee on Public, Accounts for 
the year 1923-24 and recommended to Government that effect be given to 
its reccxnmeiKlattonb. Ihe Council a«ao recommended to Government the 
introdnetfon, ns soon aa possible, of tbe scheme for the formahCMi of Ihe 
Bombay Snbordioate Eogioeeriog Service. 

The Conocil then proceeded to deal with demands for sup^emeotary 
gnmta, Mr, Jadhav, Education Minister, moved for a demand 01 Ra. si,iju 
for a gcani-in-aid to the Bombay Boy Scouts AssociaUon. in doing to he 
said that the Governmeot had decioed that the Boy bcouta movemeol could 
no longer be regarded as a Goveroment estabhahment. Ihe financial aswal* 
once to the Asaodatfon should, therefore, in Intnre be •• fi****^ 

fiMId. ^ 

Alte some diacusaioo the grant was sanctioned. Some other demoado 
of a tedmifel character were also d. 
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Ptopoitd Cocml^ PkieCioai 

Mr; BtftftteflMvad a molotioii im ofdrr to notee the riewt ot 
tha CovoqU ott te Conropt Pmelloat BUI p rop o i a U to be tetcodoced iato 
tbe LifleMHre Aatooibly, He told that tiieie waa ao ooe more iatolefaBt 
of oorraptioa of aB Uade tbaa himeetl and yet be ooidd aot tee hie way 
to eapport the BUI. The Moddiman Committee had, no doubt, uoaai- 
moaely reooauaeaded sneh a piece of legiUatbn. The Moddimea Committee 
bad meddled a na n imo ealy thionih many thinge. Iheir fecommeadation 
waa aot baaed on aay etidaace of .eocreptloa. Tbeie waa no need for 
the legltlatfon propoped. If it waa pa aae d it waa boaad to be a dead letter. 
BeMde^ it waa lllnly to tamper with the hidependmice of the membete of 
the Lei^tarea. It waa poadhle to bring chargea agaiaat membete. In 
the Umted Statea of AmeHca each legialatioB had not been fonad naefal. 
Ob the other hand, it had led to iageniona eaaaiona of the law. 

Ptooeediag, Mr. Baptieta aaid that he did not betiere in the potency 
Of ibe Peoal-ffodea. aor la their parificatory character. He did not believe 
that lawa conld make mea motal. He leUed upon the aenae of honour of 
ammbera of the Legiriatnraa. 

Sir Maariee Hayward ^aaid that when he annoanoed before the Houae 
at the oommencemeat of the preaent seaelon that the Government of India 
had aoaght opinion on the propoaed Corrnpt Practicea BiU, and that it 
would be ia the fitaem of tbtaga if a non-official member of tbia Houae 
would move a reablntioB eapieaaing the view of thia Houae, be hardly 
realiatd that ttie q a ea t toa would be dealt with in the manner in which 
Mr. Baptiata had treated it. What be (Sir Maurice) did expect waa approval 
of the principle of the Bttl after the good example of the Legi&tive 
Aaaembly and constructive saggeationa for the improvement of the BAU in 
parta. He did not expect the wlMdeaide and sweeping condemnation,* that 
the rai was derogatory to the dignity and independence of the membera of 
thia Hooae. 

The reaolotion waa lost, 27 voting against it and 34 for it. 

Non-Official BiUs. 

On the 31ST OCTOBER the second and the third reading of the 
Bombay ViUage Police Act (Amendment) Bill were gone through in a few 
minatea with alight amendments. 

Mr. D. R. Fatil moved the second reading of the Bill * further tc 
amend the Bombay Heriditary Offices Act, 1874. anp presented the report 
of the Select Committee. The original purpose of the Bill was to do away 
altogether with the power of Government to punish the representative 
** aratandar** or "watandars” for the offence or misconduct of a deputy. 
The Setect Committee however had by a majority decided that it was 
neceaaary that (k>vetament should retain the power of directing the absolute 
forfeitore of the wataa of the aominating *« watandar " and of his co-aharers, 
at least aa rdgaida offences against the State. 

After aoaaa discosaion the consideration of the Bill was postponed. 

Mr. S. K. Bole moved that a Bill further to amend the City of Bombay 
Municipal Act, 18B8, be read a first time. The object of this BiU is to 
demoCTatiae ffie constitution of the Municipality ol the City of Bombay by 
teaerring aeata on the Corporation for representatives ol the backward and 
the depreaaed daesea. It proposes also to correct the distribution of the 
olectad aeata to be filled by imch Municipal ward by introducing representa- 
tion according to population and the lowering of the frandiise from a 
Ra. 10 Irental to a Ra. 5 mnt^l. 
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Ob Bm bND NOVfilCBBR dsflog qoetHot cioie Sir VAiantBfBB 
DBbMkmr mtlMd il ibe attaatioa ol the Gsv^rameot hai baeo drawo to a 
oop fHWB tial eifealar ooBt by a noo-offieUl BMibor of tbe Coaiieil to tbo iBdIaa 
MBbonol tbo lApecial. Proviadalaad Sobocdiiiate Forest Services feoeest- 
iBg tteai to foniiab him ooofideiitially with iaformsdoo rmsidtog the mstU 
tothm and wockiag of the Forest Departmeot* sad whether a eopv of tho 
dreidar woald be pUoed before the waacil. 

Bombay Maaidpal Act 

The dlscoBsion of the first cesdiag of the BUI to aiaead the Qty of 
Bombay Ifmilcipal Act was thea retomed. There was a great deal of 
oppqiI tt O B to the Bi. 1 . both frota the official aad the ooa-officUl beaches. 
Pat to the vote* the motioa for the first reediog ol the BUI was lost. 

The Hoaie Member thea moved that a BUI to regalate and amend 
the law relatiag to the Courts in Sind be read for the first time. The otject 
oi the BUi is the creation of a Chief Court, consisting of a Chief Judge 
and three or four Pntane Judges with salaries sufficient to attract and retam 
permanently experienced judges, both from the Bar aad the Services. The 
Chief Coart. ander the Bill. wUI have the power of makiDg special roles lor 
Its own ptbeedme, not only on the Appellate but also on the Original 
side ol its jonedietion as a High Court. 

After some diacosiion the fiiU was read the first tim* and referred to 
a Select Committee. 

The Bill farther to amend the Bombay Hereditary Offices Act. 1874. 
was taken np and with slight amendments read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Mcmr Mahomed moved that a Bill further to amend the Bombay 
Local Boards Act. 19231 be read lor the first time. The object of the BUI 
is to have an authenticated record of^marriages for the purpose of productioa 
whenever required in a court id law. The debate on the first resding wsa 
not over when the Council rose. 

On the 3RD NOVEMBER after some discussion the motion lor the first 
reading of the BUI to amend the Bombay Locals Act was put to the vote 
and carried. Subseqaently the Bill was referred to a Select Committee. 

The Preudent Held tnat under the Standing Orders Mr. Serve's BUI 
further to amend the City of Bombay Monidpal Act. ih88. was out of order, 
inasmuch as the principle underlying it was the same as that underlying 
Mr. Bole's Bill which the CouncU had rejected by a majority. 

Mr. Joseph fiaptista waa then given leave to introduce a Bill further to 
amend the Bombay Prevention of Gambling Act with the object of making 
certain verbal alterations in the Act in order to remove the ambignity in 
the d^nition of the term *■ gambling." 

Leave was al»o grant^ to introdncs a BUI to amend the law relatiag 
so the emolaments claimable by Watander Hindu priests and a BUI farther 
to the Mamlatdan Courts Act. tooO. 

Sir Vasantnrao Dabbolkar moved : " This ConocU recommends to the 
Govemor-in-Cooncil that an extra allowance be paid to the Polled Force 
in Bombay op to the rnak oi Inspector for the hard and risky work which 
they have to do daring tba^rdsent miU stiiAs in the city aad tpr any other 
labour otrikes in Intare." 

Mr. Mootgomesy. on hkhnll of the Government, said that the mattac 
was already under the oonsolecation of the Government. 

Dr. K. E. Dadachaaji moved : ' ** This CoaoeU recommends to Govern- 
ment to draw np a oomprebensiye schasse of sanitation and medical relief, 
both in the mnnkipal aad rnial acean^ aad place it before the ConocU m> as 
to rednce the heavy mortality from plagne. xbolera. ssalaria aad other 
epidemics in the Prcsulency/* ^ ^ 

Annmbsf ol speakem Mid stmm oa the need ol a medical relief sad 



pKmmA^ 
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•nitatkM policy OMiplcaMlMytDliitt«teGate aad iaeiae peBdm-ci JAM 
OovecoMBt. 

Next dxy. t^4TH liDVSlfBEH. Ike Bdocmtioa .MuMAKs Mr. jMtev. 
•aid tliat tbeCovenuiMat kad aliaady taken np tke cQnridaaatiao nl paab- 
Um of aaaitation and udical itttef and were endcaivoiiiuig to rTftnil 
tbeaoopeof medical relief m maaicipal and miml aieah. Tbe wrowtr of 
the leaoliitipn had aUghtly esaggecated the amditiona in rtir mral ainaa 
Ihoae oondiciona were not ao bad aa kad been pictand. The mover had 
naked lor a cXmimittee. It waa doabtini if tbe Conacil wonid agaee to kL 

reaoitttion waa then pot to the vote and carried. 

The exciae policy of the Government of Bombay came in lor arHidam 
by Mr. R. G. Pradhan. who moved a reaolntion aakmg tor a inaa ooauaittee 
oonalating of tome Mected memben of the LegitMtive ^Council, offidala and 
■financial experta* to conaider and report on the financial meaaarea thatdioiild 
be intcodneed inofder to give loll dect to the policy of prohibition of the 
traffic in alcoboUe drink and dmgk 

mu Woffieca* Waget. 

On the 5 Til NOVEMBER, tbe laat day of the Season, Mr. Soi ve moved : 
** Thia Council recommenda to the Government to appoint a committee to 
enqoiie if the ii| per cent, redoctioo in tbe wagea effected by the mill- 
ownera of Bombay lant all neceaaary.** 

Mr. Serve aaid that the miUownem had reaiated and lOnght againat all 
attempt! at an enquiry, and thaa alienated every aection of public opinion. 
The miUownera were obatinate in their attitude. They bap nocaae. U 
they had a cate, why abonld they refute to aubmit to an independent 
enquiry ? 

Refuting on behalf of the Government to accept tbe reaolntion* 
Mr. Cowaaji Jebangir aaid that tbe enquiry asked for «was impxacucable and 
futile* The reaolution wmt put to the vote and rejected by a large majority. 

Betting by Yootba. 

Mr. Sutve next morad ^ ** Thia Coui.cil recommenda to tbe Government 
to laaeit a cosoition in tbe licence given to tbe Weatern India luif Club 
^rcbfbiting persona under ai yeara oi age from bettmg on the totalisator." 

Mr. Montgomery, tbe Home Secretary, pointed out tbe impracticability 
ci tbe koggection made in tbe leaoluticn. Ibe lecolution waa put to tbe 
vote and lost. 

Ibe Ccuncil then accepted a recoluticn, moved by Mx. S. Nekaljay, 
ft cenimeooing to tbe Gcveinor-in-Council to recommend to tbe imperial 
OoveiLment to conaider tbe question of giving furtbex oppertumty to 
Mabara of enlisting in tbe army. 

The Ccuncil waa dren-jiicrogiietl. 



Punjab L^iislalive Council 

SIMLA — 6TH JUNE 1925 . 

The Gurdwera Bill. 


After a fortiiiKh*^*c adioonmiAQt the Pnaiab L^Ml&tive Cooncil re-awembled oa the 
the 6th Jane in the AsBemblj Chamber, Simla to ooneider the Ourdnara Bill aa amended 
by the Select Committee. (See Vol. I). 


The agenda alao incloded other ofioiai boaineaa. The tisHors* frallertea were crowded, 
the Sikh element being predominant. A large nambcr of membere were preaent. Lady 
Hailey watched the proceedinga from the Vioer^t box. 

Althongh the list contained oeer 100 qneationa these wvre quickly diapoaed of. In 
the maioiiij of oaies the GoYernment's reply was ; " Tira answer is not yet ready and 
will be oommanicated to the member when ready.** in a nnmber of oases memhera 
asked fbr a reply to be laid on the tobie. Mr. Bodh Baj asked why an answer was not 
ready, and was told by Sir Fazl-i-Huaain that the eaqniry ami the collect on of material 
took tiaae. Mr. Uuohi Ram Sahani protested, nrging that the replies should be available 
when for after dne notice later, dir John Maynard said that the delay was dee to 
the fhct that the detailed information asked for required time to collect, hence the 
voYemineni*M inability in the majority of cues to snppiy the information that day. 


Sardar TARA SINGH moved the consideration of the Gnnlwara Bill. He eongrainlated 
the seleec oommittee, oompoeed of members of all oommnnitiea, on the ourdiality and 
rxpeditkni wnich they brought to bear on their deliberation of euoh an important aiM 
hiaiorie piece of lagialation. The Bill wae diehied into foar part*. They had to deokie 
what plaoee wore Onidwaras, what property atta c hed to tbea^ what oornfM OBatlon was 
to be awarM to thoee who at preeent controlled them and what form of management 
ahould be proeided for the fotnre. The Bill was a oompiomiie mMure. Be was n^ 
howmr, aatiafied with evory provision in the BUI. He wanted the Central Bo^ to be 
adeqnatoly armed to diwiharge its duties and reeponeibilitiss 

mmitto4 of management. He appealci to all mi«bme of the Honm to eop^ tho 


at diaeenting notee, bat ae the eoggeetioas of f rienda of the Sikh membeia. 

Dr. Qokalehand NARAKG, leeder of the Swaraj Party, effing oa be^ M tte 
Hlnda memhera of the Coaocil, eapported the Bill. He mid ^ Hi 

lelect Committee’a report wae not dweeniing, bat only SISSlSSIl fTih^ 

of tho Bikh owmbeis. He bad amaled to them to be 
ioor of Ytatory. The Udaeia were the most bit. jK^hed 
for il. A kur^ nnmher of them were gomt and pioae ^ 

them hndfallAOiiUMheadaof aU. Nor bad they mgaaiieit 
impram their pomt of Tiew oo the Qnvtnmmt, He and 

th£ baM to foTterwm^ the Udaai eiew, hat it merely Sspmd^ e jon ^ Wkb«m 
ben to aeoaiT their soggestioos or not, The Bdasia were 

aaooBlnmmd^ monks and noaa daring tbs JSSlSPJSltM 

Mambem af Phrltomaiit that if thqr did not cMCt ihjMtr 
■umaatrim. be would taka the heads of aoaaa al them, 

GoanMIwm fu a lucky paritiaa. fto 

Ciuik, OkM Saoiomry Cd told them that the weaker must go to the walk 
ftka apeakar) eouridcrad no sin greater than waakarm. 

llr.Gmik: 1 mW the mlnoritj mi« fothajmdl. ^ ^ . loure 

DK.Ookulchad Narang ; TImM amkm no diton^ It dam ^ ara<M6 to 
MMMh. .1 • OmoMMM to mtf thot « 

■tewlU IMHWt I. iwt .0 —Mriri bot *■„* ?* ;! 

piolaat the iuiescala of the mlu aalty and do it juatiee St will howe to revise the dwtum. 
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N^Asali wbo MitftNt for tMr piiMBl - He f ted to Sod tkel Sikh mm- 

bereweio willing to to teko proper eere of the SMoedho (gmeoe) d Udaol Bointe. 

Howofor, bo woo 0010 ttat the Ooidwoiee world bo oofo lo Bikb hoode. (Apploooe,) 
Wbetbor Umj iboohl bo lo Bikb beade or lo Udeoi beodo wee o aeMor of doMOtio 
wooooro to tbo Hlodo OQOMonoitj. Wbotwao Importeno woo tbot o tblid porty oboold 
not iototferoi Tbo Hindoo ood tbo Bikbo wore brotbon; ood bo ooyotobilod the Bfkbo 
•on bof lug oeeoiod o Mty with tbo Qovonuooot lopreoeBtod by the Oiudwoio BUL Ho 
hoped tbot Ito fbroio woold be bonootly odbevod to^ end thok by diroot or iodiiott nMOO% 
tbo provioio no d tbo Bill woold not be ondooo. Ho oloo hoped tbot, oo o looolt d 
priooto diooooolono with Bikb oMoeboro, ooom ooMOdoaonto woold be eorriod. Ho hoped 
tbo Bikb aeomboroi on tbo ooneloAon d tbeir loligiooo otroggle, woold throw the Idl 
weight into the notkmoi oMVfoooont in the ooontiy. 

Bir John *MaTNABD eold bo wiobed to oorroct o mlointorpiolotion pot opon Mr, 
Croik'o bbooreotiono by Hr. Hoioog, who bod Ukon out! oontonoo frooe tbo text. Whot 
Mr, Omik woo pointing oot woo tbot m o rellglooo oeotter oooh oo tbo one dealt with 
the Bill the eiew d the ooijorlty d anomoionity moot provail, and that d the minority 
gooodor. The Oovomomnt alwayo otood for tbo protean d minorities Indeed, the 
‘Oofdwaia Bill itoelf woo prod d their anxiety to proteot all Intcrems That woo wby, 
for inotanco^ they bad proeidcd for loeal oommiUoeo of oeaaagenMnt to bo oloeted hj the 
local oleotorate to manage the looal gnrdwaiaOi Ho repodiated tbo onggeotlon that the 
Sofomoeent woold not protcet the minori^ agaiaot enoroaohnmnt on the part d tbo 
Mitfity. 

Swdar llaimtB SISOH nbmd to the hMoiy «f>th« Sikk mwant aad the 0110*11 
miomanagenioat d tbo Udaoio, wbleb led to the organioation of the moreaoento Tbo 
opeakor woo oalled to order when relerriog to Jaiio, where he oaid the Bikbo had gone 
cdy for roligiooo reooons Oontinoing^ beaooored the membero that the Bikbo did not 
olm at a Bikb Boj, bat woold oo-qierate with Miter oonununiUeo in tbo nmna g o mont d 
tbo ooontry*o adkdro. 

Mr. Maqbool MUHAMMAD woloomed the Bill. The oolotion d a oMWt diflkmlt qaeo* 
tion wao in Mght. He attaohed the grcateot importanoo to the prooiMon for oniverml 
lionebioo and female fimnehioe. He hoped the Bikbo woold eitablioh, by prmr ooo d 
tbo franohloOi an irrefotable argomcnt for ito extenolon in the ooontry. He eongra^ 
tolated the Ooeemment for baring dioplayed oonitmotioe outconmaohip in the pluL 
•Ooiemment bad an onpleaoant doty to perform, and they old not forget It, oeen in 
foee d onpopolarity. He aoonied the Bikbo d the hearty oopport d the MoMerno. 

Mr. Jawahar BINOH ooid that all woo well that ended well. Bikb lelatiODe with the 
Horemment woold now.be oMiro olcoely oemenied tban hitherto. Ho pertieofaurly thanked 
Bir Malcolm Halley, wbo bad piloted the Bikb chip throngb the troubled waters 

The flBCtkm for taking op oonMdeiation d the report d the oeleot oommitloo wao 
then pat and carried withdbt diment. 

The Amendmento, 

The aoBcndmento were next dioeneoed and a large maiority d tuem were eitbor not 
moTcd cr withdrawn after diocooMon. 

Dr. Ookolcbond withdrew one aoMadment after xeeelTing an amoranoe finm Baidar 
Jedb Bingb and Bardar Tara Bingb that the graeeo of Udeoi lainto in the Oordwaiao 
woold bo kept under repair and reapeeted. and. that Bikbo would alwayo bo ready to 
ooparate the tcmplco and Hindo placet d worthip from the Qnidwarao. 

Another amendment d hh woo aeeeplod in an amended form. It propoood the dele- 
tion of the wonli " for bimoolf ** which were inoerted at the inatance d the Legiolatife 
Department d tboGoeernment d Indls The object d thio wao that a petition d claim 
to property incinded la a oonwlldat^ Hat be nmde by a peraon, either becaoae d bio 
own iatereit or becaoae of bio intereot in an inatitution. Ae the Bill otood, it conceded 
the right only on peroenai intereos 

Tbo Hoorn then proceeded with the comideration d each clanae of the Bill. 
Aituuvgu there Mere PO aamiidnMnts aMotly In the name d Lala Bbodimj, Bardar 
Bboola Bingb and Dr. Ookolcband Maimng, only a few were aotnally moeed. Two 
oaMndaMOta d Bardar Bhoota Bingb were accepted. One aam n dment propeied that 
no peroon oboold be eligible for election oo a member d the Beard who wai an 
AHuritdharl Bikb. 

Bir Fail-i-BUBAllI laid that the adoption d the anmndment would drprite a large 
nombor d Bikbo of the right d eketien to the Beard. If the Central Board, by a majority 
of tbree-fouitbo d Ita membero, pamed a reaolotion not 1cm tban two ycaro after the 
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to UwMd «■*»«•»? to 8 Mi tediglbto « • cudUM* 
far MMIIM 19 to iM MMay the a pe rt e l OoMdtlee ef ICaiaiaMiii or Looal Oom* 
■ftf iM el XanefMifBt. tbca the OomaaieBl woold to maaoUm Uiet deetaieB. 

^ mlerUy to Mae the leaolotioB aboold be o 
MiyMgMiioritfi eeeoiid^.thecelmetaMaphciethMBl^^ woeM, it wee hoiMii. 
eerv eoon be reeofaed. and, it wee belieeed, woold be to fhU ewfac alter two imialt 
•oeih o feaolotioa wee eorried hj the Booid, it wonldoeny eeixgieet weight, 

Soidar Bhooto 61KQH thoa withdrew hie ■■imiimnnt The other oC 

Solder BhoetoBiagh woe to the efleet that the Ocaefal Beard read thoeld be applied 
aotoaljr lothepajawatolespeaMalawtaUyiBCBnad. bottbataajeerploa aBumat might 
be aoed for relifioai| ohanuble or edaeaiioBal parpeeea, 

Sardar Ihra Blagb aooepted the aateadiaeat, wbloh wae earried. Piaotieally all the 
ameadoieau were withdiawa and the laat eJaaae, Claaaa 147, wai agreed to aaiidat 


Ooart Laagaage of ComaiieBioa. 

Sardar Bboota BIKOH moved the additioa ol a aew Olaeee 148, laviag down that the 
ooart laagaage of the Jadioial CommiMiOB nader the Bill be Garmnkbi (Paajabi) ealme 
the Oommieeioa directed the aie of anj other laagaage. Several Moelen laeoiberi raiird 
the objeotioB that the aaMadoMat had not been eirealatefi. 

Sir John XATNafiD aaid an amendment bad originallj beta tabled urging Ponilabi 
aa the ooart laagaage of the Commiaaion, and the pieeeat amendment only amended that 
draetie amandment by giving diacretion to tbe Commimioa in icepeet of the nee of any 
other laagaage. 

Mr. Badiq, Mr. Shah Mawai, Mr. Afial Haq and Mr. Abdal Aaie etrongtj proteaied 
againat eeaking Paaiabi the ooart language. The Hinda membere Mr. Nanak-Cbaad 
and Mr. Bodh Baj eappoited the motion, pointing ont that the Jndicial Commiieion 
would oonaiat only of Bikha 

Mr. AFZAL HAQ naked whether that wae tbe first fralt of Moslem support (or the 
Bikha, and blamed the Oovemment for abandoning tbe Moslem awmbrrt, though they ba l 
alwaya eapported tho Oovemment in the past. Mr. Shah Kawat mid that tbe ssleot 
oommittee had rejeeted a similar suggestion. 

Mr, Abdnl AZIZ enggested as a oompromiae that only English be nseil by the Com- 
mimioii, and neither Urdu nor Punjabi. The Government was in a moud to oonowle all 
that the Bikho warned. He wanted tbe Bikbs of the attitude which Modem members 


might adopt in the dieoneaion of tbe schudules next day. 

Bir Faild-HUBAIN, replying m Urdu, said the discussion bad both pained an.1 amet^ 
hiss. Tbe question raised by the afuendment was of no material impoiiantt-. Toe 
Government bad not even oonaidered it in the Fxecutlvc Counoil. Tbe CommiMum was 
not a iaw ooart, bat only a special body, and the amemiment left to the liiecretion or 
of the CommMoD the nse of any language. He however left it to the fiikb memlm 
to conalder whether they abould presa that animportant amendment, in view 01 tue 
f ^jeij w g expressed by some members. 

SuKter Jodh 8IMOH wid he regretMd th»t .n ionooent motioo .ho#M b«o 

the ooeaaion of tbrents by the Mo«iem membera. He was therefore, obliged w my t a 
if anybody helped the Sikhs in respect of the Gnrdwara Bill, it was the tlovcrnmiiia and 


not nny other commnnity. . ^ .««« 1 

The President at this stage adjourned the Council till next day when the amend- 
ments were farther diacuseed and tbe schedule considered. 

On the 7m JULY Sardar Jodh SINGH, continuing bis speech 
aLiendment suggesting the adoption of Pnnjabi as the Court **‘®^*^*f® , , 
mitekm, assnred Moslem members that the amendment was not the thin end ^ f . 

to ra.*ve the language iaane. He repudiated tbe insinuatioa that the llmdus had m g 
the Bikl t to move tbe amendment. 

Sir Jasl-i-HUSAlN anggested a new amendment, namely, that the **‘®’?®***^® 
Jadioial C<.mmiwlon be deUrmined by tbe Commismn from time to tune. This am. 


meat waa carried witbont opposition. ^ omutwl 

Bebednk' 1 waa next oonaidered and, without discuaion, five Tb* 

from it and two were added. This was done as a rmoii of pr.vate arrange 


lomaiaing eehidnlea were passed withont disenmion. 

Bir Faal-i-^U8AlK oontradicted tbe rumonre among 
the Qovcramci.t would not agree to toe adoption of 


Sikhs outside the Council that 
tbe title of bbromani Gurdwara 
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Parbiadlitk OoauBlttet m the omm of the Oeatnl Bond, tf^the Bond eo deeUed. If 
be O ommittee diteolved end teeael e rife d ite enete to the Oenttml Booed oad foee vp the 
«mtiQlolgefdfreieetotheleQelooeuBitleti|Or to the Ceatna Bond, till the loool eon- 
nitieei were oooetftated, the ChifemiMBt woeld hhee no foetiiloeUon in xcfniBg to 
lonetlon ^ aeme of the l^rbmdhek Coeualttee* 

Sikh Prieoners, 

doidn TaBA 81NOH, in eMMriiig that the Bill, ee enended, he pened, thenked nil* 
tbON who helped in Imming the Bill md in enpporting it. Speeini thnnki were doe to 
8ir Mnloolai Hniiey for hie efioru in the aointion of whnt nt one time nppenred to be n 
aiflfonlt problem. He nlio thuked Mr Cimik, Chief Secietniy, the Sdnention Minieter^ 
Mr. Dnlip dingh, end the membere of the Sikh Oonneil for tfieir help. He applied to the 
Government to remove nil tbeif douhu end itrengthen the hand of friendehip whioh had 
been extended try Sir Maleolm Hailey and aooepted by the Sikh oommnnity. The Oovem- 
ment could cailJy create a hcaithjr and pleaiant atoMMphere by releaeing thoee who were 
in Jail. Soch an event would remove apprehenaione and enable both eidei to atart a ifew 
era with a clean alate. (Applauae.) 

Sheikh Muhammad HUSAIN, in enpporting the motion, aaid the leieaae of the Sikh 
priaonra in jail, inciUding thoae ieadera of the preaent Sikh movement, before whom 
Sardn Tara Singh and his frienda were but email fry (laughter), waa eaaential if the 
Bill waa to be given a fair trial. 

Mr. Stwak Bam alao appealed for the release vt the Sikh Ieadera now in jail. 

Saidar Gnrhakh SlNQH (Ambala), aaid there oouid be no joy in the hearta of the 
^ikha nnleaa the Sikh leaders were released. In order that there. should be a healthy 
atmosphei'e for the succcmtul working of the Bill the Sikh prisoners should be uncondition- 
al ly leleaaed, kirpana should be free from restriction, the Jaito pilgrims should be free 
CO conduct tlicir religious obaervancea and notifications declaring as unlawful such 
organiautioUH ab the iarbanbhak CommitUse, Akali Dui and Akali Takt ahonld be 
witlairawn. He thanked alao the Sikh Sudhar committees for their help in oonneetkm 
with the Bill. He hoptd the Sikh pant would give the Bill a fair trial. 

Tribute to the Governor. 

rrolfSBor Kuchi Kaiii SAHKl said the Governor hadahownbotbjuaiioeandstatea- 
manahip in tackii ig the question, and the thanks of all were doe to Meaara Buckle and 
Kmerson for their help. He also appealed for the release of Sikh priaonera when the Bill 
received the assent of the Governor and the Viceroy. 

Saidar Jodh SINGH, in supporting the motion, aaid in all their eonsnltations with 
the Government the Sikba oonfined themselves v> the Bill and did not refer to anj' 
other matter, as had been alleged. The Bikhe knew that it was utterly aseless to make 
other requevts to the Government before a basis of agreement was fonnd. Now, however, 
the fight was over, but there was the question of release of prisoners. One thing the 
Sikhs had learnt from the fight, and that waa that the Government woold not tolerate 
ciefianoe of the law. Dr. Qukul Chaud bad pleaded for no harsh treatment for the 
Cdasis and others under the Bill. He assured them that it would be the duty of Sikhs 
to treat the Udasis in no harsh spirit. He appealed to the Qovemmuit not to wait for a 
request from the Sikh prisoners, but to release thess. Justioe demanded it. 

The Bill was than passwd amkltt loud applauso. 

On the motion of Sir John Maynard, the Punjab Motor Vehicles Thxation Amend- 
ment Bill was introdnoed, token into coninderation and passed wUhont discuasioB. 

Similarly, on the motion of Sir Fasl-i-Hnatain, the Vaooination Imw Amendmeo*. 
Bill waa intoodnoei and finally passed. The remainder of the bnsinias was left orer 
tor oonsideratiott in the next session in Lahore. 


H. E. The Governor** Speech 

9THJULY 1925. 

OntheP73/ JULY Hit Malcolm HAILBY, Governor of the Punjab^ addressing tbr 
members of the Ihinlab Legislative Oonneil on the snbjeot of the passage it the Onrdwan» 
.Bill BBsde the following unnonnermaBt regarding the oonditions of release of certain of 
Uie Sikh priaonera who were arretted dnring the Ourdwara agitatiOB * 



9 lOtY *a5l the GURDWARA BILL 387 

The Piaiab Government wUlKleeM<or will withdrew from the proeeeetion ef| 
may penon (other then thoee penene who hove been oonvieted of or eio 
ender trial for crimee ot vioknee or InnH— ret to eoeh orimm) who hee been 
oonvioted by onminal conrte, or It ender trial la teoh eoorft on eberget 
arieing out of the recent agitation in the Sikb oomniuilty, or on chargee 
Involving ofienoee againit the Criminal Law (Amendment) Aet, provided 
each reJaee will be conditional on eoeh pereone eigning an nnderuking that 
they will obey the provieiont of the law recently enacted, eecoring li the 
8ihh oommonity the control and mmiagencnt of ebrinee and their endow- 
ments, and will not eeek by means of force, or show of force, or bj criminal 
trespam, to gain control or poeee mion of any shrine or property attaobed to 
it or its endowments. 

** The Oovemmt nt will deal in a similar spirit with cases of forfeitnre of land or 
pensions. 

** The notification of the 12th October 19SS declaring certain bodies to be unlaw- 
fnl associations under the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act will be witbdiawn, 
if and when tbe Central Board provided by the Bill is duly constituted.** 

In the oonree of his speech His Excellency said 


** This is not tbe occasion on which to stir up the smouldering ashes of past oontroversy 
or to recall events which seemed at one time to have set a largo portion of tbe Hikb 
community in hostility to a Government with which it )uui so many ties of close friend- 
ship hononrable alike in peace and war. Thoee ditferences compelled the }*ODjab 
Government, reluctantly but inevitably, to use its powers for tbe maintenance of ondei 
and for the defence of rights conferred by tbe existing law. They led large numbers of 
Sikhs into open opposition to that law, and to action which snb)eeted them to convictioB 
bv our criminal oourto. With every desire to Coster the new atmosphere in which we oar 
hone now to envisage the future of this question, I could not oonscientionsly tc 

all of thbt number the excuse that they were actuated purely by a ■ 

religiona,* disability, or to secure the better management of their religious li^ltotioM 
Neverthe‘em, it it true that large numbers w^ impelled to ^ 

dangerons as we onrselves held them to be, f 

deZred that belief. We denied (hat there was anything in our law or •**®«**™‘“ 

o£*^iastloe which interfered with the freedom of 

if there wae anything which militated agaim^t the religions 

songbt to teeare, or against the attainment of a belter mani^emenlf r . 

Insfitntkme, a remedy oonld be found in legislation. We beli^ed that 
framed which, while it would not unduly prejudice the rigbu ® 

legitimate claim which reasonable and religions minded men of the commwiiy wnw 
advance. If In tlie long and tronbled olironicle erf ^oec events much as 
wbiob basresalted in rmentment of tbe action of Oovemment a^ that e b^f 

bad to deplone in tbo attitnde of some members of the 
render m tbit tribnte that we never 

iegielatioQ of this natnie, for there was at the ba^ of this trolls a 
substance, wbiob only a change of law oonld *y*“*^- .k. ^toal problem 

baa been ooneentratad so much on the exterimjs of the j. Mrbm been 

which tronbled thole who were intererted purely on the religious tide pc pc 


oboeued. 

Bevivalfrf Bikbiem. 

- There bas» in tbe latter half of tbia wneratio^ ^ * ui this 

tbe sirteter type, tangbt by the Tenth 0^ * *171 moLiSS/irf tWs nature, with lie 
revival, or ita oonree, bni tbe **®^**®We tendency ^ empbaaies 

insiotenoe on a more rigid ritoal. not only to Jntty, from which 

tbe conieioomiesi of difference 
tb^y sprang. Furthermore, it brought into 

oonotitnte (be great am^rity of the Ouriii. Bet tbe 

be wHhte worehip which ebaiaeterioed the followers “t-SLi oreaniiation minis- 
AmritdbariBikh, with all bis growing str^ 1. ”!^Ly?iuUiwed sbrines 

tering to bis aSvImee, found that many ot tbe mom levered ^ t ^ » SnrUdbari form, 
of Rkhism were ia tbe bandi of men who did n^ Sir oTrrm bed Iwtn 

Thsy have indeed lately, ae a body, P®Wicly deaied that they a They bad 

Bikbi. Tta Sikhism was in tbe past nader great obligatk»^ ^ ^ ^ 

baen instrassentot in bailding ap tbe sbiiaec and m m a milttan 

money. In eaiiirr dayo it^as they who constitaud the religmos ekmeni « 
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laallgr. bat the poriUea oocaplad te4aj bj the wumgan of theie tbrlaBiu leeaied 
M It wee bf a b«eAllerjr taean^ wia aot aa eeqr oae for the piepewleiBat aaitrilijr of 
SIklii to laeib aad It wim el«rlj aot oae whieh ear eifli eoaitn, vUti thdr fwoRl lor 
eitahUM poiMita aad oMtiod aMfo eeaN enoaipt to leetlty. 

Itiieto eC the OoatHL 

"Oaeaetber poiat of difloolty oar eoahoeoakl aot operate. Kaaj of the naaiforo 
were nea whoie4ireo ead whooe oervlooi to the lamtetiooa woo aet opea to repnooh, hat 
there were otheit of whom that wae oertainlj aot the eaee^ aad la thio life the irrltatioo 
hrod bj oae opea ooaadal will demioj oblifatieae eeiabliehed bj 7oen eC good work. 
With the ooaadale oar ooaru ooahl do^ hat here again the prooedare was far from 
rapid, and the reoalt not alwajo oertala. It io not perfaapo oarprltSng that a demand 
ohoald have ariooa for the raoogaitloB of a paiely oomouuial manegoment of Sikh 
inotitationi^ and lor Uhertj to deal both with eadowmente and their managero, anbam- 
pered lij i^hts hated on the atogo of the paot. Demandt of thio natare have oonotitated 
a oommon faMre of religioat (feveiopotent eioewbeie in the world, and in one term or 
another eflorte have generally boon 'ntade to oseot them. Oar attitade wae never one of 
oppoettUm to the priaeiple iteelL If we diflered, it wae in oar ooatention that the 
ohange oonld not and shonld not be effected by dtrrot aotion, or by show of foroe. It 
oonld only be eeoared with the aeeent of the other oommonitiee which wonld be affected 
by the contemplated change of eyetem, and oonld not be effective aniem it were ratified 
by lagielation. 

The Ghudwara Bill 

**Rete, then, wae the real ptobloflk There were times when other isenee eeemed to 
obeoare it, and we onroelvee felt strangly that the religions dlfilcnlty was being pressed by 
eectione to all appearance ter other obieets, and certainly in a manner which ooald not 
oondaoe either Co the advantage of the coaunanity itself or the ordered progrem of the 
Panlab. Neverthelem, it remained for settlement, and if other imaee existed, they ooald 
aot be .lodged on their merits, nor handled in an even temper on either side nntil the 
religions problem had been isolated. It is that problem which the Bill yoa have jaet 
considered is intended to solve. How far it meete the primary reqnirements of eoch a 
msaeare, the eafegaarding of interests of other oommanities wbiob claim their share in 
the ase of shrines, the protection of minorities within the oommnnity itself, the compen- 
sation of persons whose connection with the management is terminated, are qnestions 
which time mast answer. It has already this in its favoar. It is a Bill promoted by 
Bikbs themselves^ and accepted in this Hoqse by other oomnroniilm with a cordiality which 
has obviated the necessity of a single dividing vote. It* is freighted with the hopes of 
Bikhs for their fatare tranqaility and the religions seenrity of their oommanity. It is 
lanncbed amid the fair anspices of good-will from others, bat its snooem depends on the 
spirit and temper in which Bikhs themselves approach the administration of its provisions. 
Hiudas have long worshipped at many of the shrines with which it deals. Borne of those 
contain relics of Hlndns who have ministered to their servioe in the past. Let a wide 
spirit of tolerance regnlate the dealings of Sikhs with them. The Udasis have in the 
past deserved well of the Bikhs. Let a discriminating liberality characterise relatione 
with those members of the sect, against whom no charge of mismanagement can be laid. 
(Hear, bear). The minorities among the Bikbs cherish their position in the oommnnity. 
They share its Ibaditions and have oontribnted to its aebievementi^ Let the maiority 
rememhar that rigidity in doctrine and exdnsiveness in practice foster aohitm and dis- 
integrate religion!. (Hear hear.) 

Akali Prisoners' Problem. 

** I have given my word of advice to the Bikhs, and yon will reasonably adt : What 
share is the Government prepared to take in endcavonring to secure iho smooth and 
snooemfnl working of this measure t It has shown its goodwill in the preparation of 
. 1 .. will support to the Connoil. Is it ready to go no further f Appeals 

have been made to ns to remove the eting and to obliterate the memory of the diHereners 
of the last tew years by a general amnesty to all prisoners, and by the withdrawal of all 
pending proeecutionp. It is admitted that we have tbroogbont maintained the attitude 
that this measure most be considered on its merits as the legislative solution of a religions 
problem. We gave onr support to the measnre under no conditions, expfem or Implied, 
but it can be pleaded against ns, and on onr own admission, tmu many of those now 
imprisoned have offended against the law with no felonions intent. At the best they 
are snflerers in the cause of religion. At the worst they have yielded inadvisedly to the 
miidireotion of others. It is niged again that sc long as large nambers of the oommimity 
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i naoottr will pertlii, tad tte «ICocte of thM 
. tbio oMoMBt wfUlwIrojtnM. Thoir tedThw M 
ooij»forllMjhATOMft^a«QhoppoiilSaB iroo^ oettala totfoat adUoai Ualao w* 

sow Milit tlMa tbo 0017 opoatta of the BUI laolf aoy to teMriUod. TtooMtoito 

powofM mo oao whtoh waUd cony ioito owa wwo the 

to woik for flat totter ondtootoadlBf whleb wo topod ttot the Bf U woold telB to taOm 
Wo laoo ooBOidoad that oppal onstootlp, o&d with ovorj qrapothy. Na^did It oooa 

right to ala tho cortieot ooQooioii of ooqooUittBg tho Poiijob legioktora with oor datoOB. 

1 aootaaiBd JOB that tia Bill Mill hoe to'obtahi the oaeat of the QomBor 4 loBoaL 
and that oortain of ia elaooa reqtdio validation bf the Indian Legiilatoia. 

The OoverniBont*! Contrihation. 

"TtoPoniab Qovomaent ii, however, prepared at obm to take eneh etepe aa it foole 
to be pofloibli^ withont rieh to the aalntenanee of order or a a reonrrenoe of thoa tioabla 
whioh it io onr ob)eet io oonpooe. We annot agree to a general or onoooditieaal 
aouMBty, bat wo ara prapaad to libeiate all thoa who will ooderuke to follow the pro* 
oednre laid dpwn by the Bill for the aUlement of dUBaltiee whioh aiay aia in oonna- 
tion with the pooeeaion of ehrina and their fotnie managementHhear, har)**and to 
refrain from aart to other oonrea. We fal tbet thoa who annot aoapt or gia eflea 
to a alntion propoad by their own repreantativa in thie Coaneil, and rapported them 
nnanioBOoely by all the apreantativa of other tntereeto anamed, era not ft mbjeolo 
for the olemeni^ of the Crown, nor wald their liberation oondae to the ataaphere of 
paa and mntnal toleration which oan aloa make tbit meaare enoo^fnl in operation. 
Bot it ie beet that 1 ehonld read to yon the piaia terme of ar deoiela. It ie a 
folJowe : — 

H§rt JbUows Ihi amumiGimMt gwm m pagt 287. 

Beleaee of Jaito Jathas. 

** That ie the oontribntion which the Pnniab Ootemment bringe to the fortherana of 
thoa aimi which actnated thie Connell when it p a eeed the Oordwara Bill. Bot there ie 
another ontetaiding problem, one intimately anneeted with the ironbl** whieh haa 
agitated the Bikb^ in the Pnnjah, thongh its scene doa not lie within onr own borden 
1 mean that arising from the dapatob of jatba to Jaito. I am permitted to my that 
the Oovemment of India, on their part, have not been lea anxious than the leal Oovera- 
ment to reoognia the determination now evinced by the Sikh ammnnity to eak a aati- 
tutional alntion of their religioos difficnltiee. They daire to maik tbia ocaaion by a 
meanre which, while maintaining the authority which every Indian Btatra mat cUIn 
for itaelf, and which it ta onr duty to atari for a State under our charge, will averibelca 
allow full fradom of aoam to thoa who daire to na the abrinc at Jaito for legitimate 
pnrpoaa of worship. (Hear, bar.) By the favour of Hit Bzoellency the Viceroy, 1 aaa 
allowed to read the following annonnoement which will appear in the next •* Oaatie.** 

The Administiator of Nahba will releaa Sikba now detainetl in Nabba, or im- 
prisoned th; re after conviction by criminal courts (other than penona wbo^ 
'have ban convicted of or are under trial for erimra of violeow or incitemat 
to such Crimea), in connection with ebarga arising out of the recent 
agitation regarding the Gangar Gnrdwara.'* 

The Administiator of Nabba will permit bands of pilgrima to piocced for religious 
wombip to the Gangar Qnidwara under the following rule* ; , 

(a) That they abstain from holding politial diwana or apreading poHtial pro- 

paganda during their wjoum within the State boundaries. 

(b) That they confine tbemalvea to the oa of the gurdwara itself, an<i such 

reaanable spsce around it aa may be at apart for their accommodation. 

(c) That they will be self-supporting during their visit, the village and marnli of 

Jaito being excluded from the ara at apart forth«*ir accommodation. 

(d) That any such band will arrive at Jaito by rail or by a roarl de^ed upon 

by the Administrator, end that suitable arrangements shall have 
to ensure that any such band of pilgrims will be unsc<x-'m panted by ny 
angat or following. , . . 

(e) Tb«t tbe d.te of tbe orrlvol of ony »ncb bond »t J»Ho is commoaiebtM to 

the Administrator in order to enable him to make suitable arrangemenu 
connection with tbe same.*' 

Need for Cooperation. 

“Thew then nie the decieion. of the Ooeennnent, framed with tbe single oml eiac^ 

desire to oimtribnte to the sncceaful working of this measure, and in the sincere pe 

B7 
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tM Ihif MV be followed to Uie leeoin of Ibe 8ibh ooraoaitj to the po^ ef eettlsd 
onlei^ oad to tte old lolotioiie of traet oad ooafidenoe in tbe GoicniMBt. Aad new it ie 
lor tliooe who aide tho optotowof the oowoBBi^, whether inside or ooteldethie Connoli, 
to Mho their ehotee end to ehope their ooorsa It tb^ here ever felt the esoee of their 
jel%iOB wse St anjt tUne in peril, the j nnat now resito thot, with the SMiefBnoe of this 
legieiotnte, thn hove eeeored s nesesre which enwbics theni to look with nteBisnee on 
the fniaiei»« For the leet, d oonneel them to think with eemeetneie end with foresight 
on tho fntnre of their oommoniti. It oennot stead elone. Its welfere end its progtese 
sure honnd np with the derelopsmnt of the greet prorinee of which it forms epert. 
For thet develbpnmnt we need bermony end tfenqnillitj, mntael trust, not only between 
the oommnnitj end the Ootemment, hot between ere^ eeetion end oiess of the people. 
On thet lonndetion elone we oen reer the greet edifice of the fntnre. If they truly 
•desiin to eiteblish the position of their own people, let th»m etrire for thet concord, 
renlieiag thet in the well-being of the whole lies their own prosperity end their own 
onooees. . Their people here inherited greet treditions from the pM, they here greet 
qoeUties ’ao lem relneble in tfad conditions of to-dsy. Let them oontribnte these not 
to eniy jeelons or pertisen embithm for their oommonity elone, bnt to jthe trenqnii, 
She ordered emi the nalted progrem of the whole of the Pnnieb **. 

The December Session 

LAHORE— 3RD DECEMBER 1925. 

The December Semion of the I'cnjeh Legisletiee Conncil wss held et LeLore ou the 
Srd Deoember. After the election of Ohsodhnri Ssbsbnddin so tho President of the 
Coonoil the Honse prooseded to trsnsnet ofioisl bosiness. 

The Pnnisb Tenancy Amendment Bill wss introdnoed and referred to a Select 
Committee, and eight Dovemnient demands for supplementary grants were voted without 
Aioonwion. 

A lively debate followed over the nest demand, m retpeet of Hitoellaneous (reserved), 
asking the Connoii to vote inpplementary grants m Bs. 86,160 to meet the estimated 
espenditpre during the onrrent year over the Police Bnqniry Committee, and fis. 80,860 
to meet tho expenditnre over the Jail Inquiry Committee. 

A nomlim of non-offleial .members opposed the motion, criticimd the scope of the 
ierM of reference of the two Committeee and pnt in a strong plea for more non>0lBcial 
membeiB on both Committees. The administiatioa of the j^ls came in for a good deal 
of severe criticism from members, who asked that the scope of the terms of reference of 
the Jail Enquiry Committee be widened, and inolode among ite members snob men as 
Lain Laipat Bai, who had esperienoe of ptil life, and who oooid elicit valuable informa- 
tkm from witnomm^ 

Mr, Dnnnett, Hbme-Seorstary, replying on behalf of the Government, pointed out 
that Government had not fised any period for the Jail Enquiry Committee, and ii the 
wolnnw of evidence was oonshlermhle sad the Committee oonld not finish its work within 
6hs time limit, ths Govemmsnt wonld esrlsinty esteml the period. 

On tbs d TV DECEMBER tho Connell dioonssed s nen-eileial rssointion which recom- 
mondsd to the Gevemssent that mm-etteial members of the Connell ho sMde non- 
■oNflial visitors of jails within their lespeotive oonBtitnoneici,snd sftor a lively debate the 
loiolBtisn was emxied wlthont ndifision. 

Femals Franohiss. 

Lain Bhib Bay then moved a fesointlca recommending the Governssent so to amend 
the Fnajab Legisintive OenneU deecoml mlci as to icmove ms disqnalifiostion in the 
msttsr of isAtmtien on the deetogsl roll of persons who m sntitletf to voce m 
oMioni him Im the Pnnjto Chnacil. fie stnmgly advoosted the cease of femsie 

fmnehtoL Hying that the ttae had come when no lestriotioos shenld be pnt on women s 
'y onseoonntef thcirsca,or en aeeoniit of aomefhleesadaiioieat eoneervstive 
OMIOH prevalAg in Iniin, 

On the T7N DBCtMEER Mr. B«idhia|«S letoMon on the female franehics was 
oontlnned, sad after three hsor*Sdcbile in which leverol nen-efteial and oAeial members 
took port, the iHoliition was adopted withent a division amidst applsasn 
Nandi B^dio-Bleotrie Beheme. 

ftofaiMB Bnebiiam nest moved n Mtouion * — «— i—— ito appointment of s 
CoauattUetoetqaireSntotndrepoilontto idntive meriu of tho Mandl hydro>elcGtiie 
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an«l MMlboiiar icheniei, aud requtsting that uo further expenditure b» 
lli«dl«ta.»e tm the repott of .ho p‘n,po«a Commuto. ^ 

Ouoof^t. The iCKriuion «M oppooe.! hjr Ur. SMghtef, c'h.el I,r....a"j28a:'Jr 
Punjab, and wan under ducowuHi wbe the Canncii ad jouned. ^ “ tto».tncer, 

Seat day, the STH DBZBHBBR, afer three bourt* debate tlh‘ Coimcil leieet#^ 
Profosaor Ructii Barn's rcaoiation an tiie fitandi Hydro^iSieetrie eeheneand the Matihupni 

Ba‘i BaM Chottn Ijam, Siniitcr for Agricultnre, oppwwd the motion, and said ih« 
Jiadhopareohemc vrm techicaliy uoaound. The appointment of another comuiittec would 
only delay «bc Mandi acbeine and waste a g«xid deal of the money the GovernmeoL had 
already apeftU 

Another resolution moved by Chandhuit Dnlichand, recommendini: piefcnmtial 
treatment to statutory agricuiturtste and the st ippage ol further recruit nieui ot non- 
agrioaltnrists till ttic deHoieucy of xaminlam in the varioue aoveinroeni srrvic«8 wae 
good, was talked out after an hour's disonssiou. 


Supplementary DemandB 

On the im DBCBUBBR Sardar Jodh Siagh'e amemlment for a I'cduotioa ot 
ite. 1 from the suppiesMutary grant demanded by t>ie Government 10 met! the ojtPt’oae* 
of elections onder the new Gurd warns Act was resumed, wacnannmbrr of ii«i«oAoia 
members miCt.' more took the oj^iortanity of appealing to the Uovernmeut to rcInMo tht 
Bikh prisoners. 

Sir John Maynard, replying on behalf 01 the Gewernment, informal f.e Home iChat 
the time for the moasuK asked for had not yet arrivtd, and he did not waut to add to tbi 
mmchief which was being done by too inneb talk on the subject. 

The amendment, boerover, being pnt to the vote, was carried without a division. 

The original demand with a reiiuction of 1 wes then pasMul without disouMien, 
and the rest of the supplementary demands of the Ooveisiment were then voted in quink 
suoeeminn. 

Ihiujao Money Lender's Bill 

OnMm i^n DBCEUBBi lU. Maqbool Mahmud inferoduoed the Punjab Money 
LcQiler'a Bill amiil oome opposition, and moved that the Bill be rclurred to a Helcet 
Committee. 

Sir John Maynanl, explainiag the attitude of the Government, said t.u .1 tlir monej* 
fender wasemential for the iniai people and thrir requiremenu, and abooi Ps. lO cron^v 
were required annually by agriculturists iu the Punjab from money-ieaurts to cany 
on their bnsinem. The aim ol the present Bill was to deal with one pai r tea iar evil, 
namely, the bad and vicious system of account- keeping by mooey-ieuders, and, inthi; 
esentof the BiR issning from the Select Committee in a form wtiidi i(.i Oovemment 
did not approve, it might uke any attitude it thought tit, but tor the presrm he supported 
the Bill on behalf nC the Govern ment for reference to a Select Committee. 

O*. the 14TH DECEMBER the Council devoted fully four hours 10 the dlseuseion 
Cl the motion of Mir Maqbool Mahmurl for reff*rring the Punjab Moufy-^enders Bill to 
a S'Ject Committee, which erok;j.l strong opposition when the Bill was iniiodoced. 

AfUr a lively and heated disenssion the motioa was carried by 44 votes to 10 

Raja Barendranath moved an amendment to tbe cBcct that the names of Mr. Omy, 
lUii Bahadur Dbanuat Rai, and Sardar Naraiu Singh be mlded to the Seirct Commitlue. 
He said that the measure savoured of a class and communal measure, >Dd, in lequemlng 
the Connell to add the names of those thre^ members, he wanted to ba’.uccv the uumbei 
cf support«rs.and opponents in the Select Goiomittce. 

Sir John Maynard opp«Wil the amendment and said that the i^.ect Gommittee 
iiould not consist of such a iarge number of men. 

Dr. Ookalchand ifarang challenged the statement of tbe Ooveinment that tbe 
measure was a purely economic one and pointed out that it was specia. pleading for a 
special olassi He was surprised to sec the Government supporting the meascre ami liAtwd 
I here .voold be a limit to such unholy alli#“.ncet. ^ 

The amendment was lost and the Bid ww referred to the Select Committee oonsistln^ 
<d tbe members proposed by the mover. 

The Ponjab Aerial Ro|>evvays Bi’- was introduced and leferred to % helm Lra- 
uiiuee, and tbe Punjab Tenancy Act (Amendment) Bill, as reported o:. ny the Si;k<ci 
4'(*mmittee, was taken into conaiderat ?r):3 snd pueed. 

The ConaciJ then adjourned sBtf tHr. 
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LUCKNOW- J 9TH AUGUST i92S. 

ffkt ftm neeliBf of tho Uniterf Provinon XieglaUtiTo CoanoU wm bold on the i9Tff 
AUGUST^ B«i Bobodor Lois Site Bmd wm oleeiod Prwidnt bj » najoritj of ¥Oleo. 

HrfewacM well modo to the deeth of Mr. C. E. Dm, Sir SorendroiiMb Bmrjim 

Mdothm 

Monioipolitiee Aet. 

Om tbo 207H AUGUST PMMlit Horgoriiid PAET mo?ed ihet the Bill to MMod the 
Milled Pmiion Mmidpiditiee Aot of IbU be Uben into ooMidmUoi. Ho mid tho 
Bill ioigfat to ontend tho mnnieipol IronehiM ond nimed ot ronofing the bon ogpdnit 
mditleol ofbndore who hod been impriioned for more then tin monthib Ro)o Jogonnotb 
Biz 8ingh*o motion tbot the Bill ehoald be oltonloted for the pnrpooe of elioting poblie 
•pinion WM oorriod bj 88 votce to 80. 

Tbo Bill to omend the Dietrict Boorde Aot of 1928 wm referred to o eeleot oommittee 
ooneleting of 88 memben. 

Pondit ToJm Koroin UPADHYA mored o reeolntion reoommending the oppolntment 
of 1 ooBBmttlee to oogiMt meone of ollerioting onemplojment omong the edoooted eloeiei 
In the Provinoen Ttie motiOB wm odopted with on omendment bj Khon Bohodnr 
Fliifhiddin who eoggeeted thot the Direetori of Agriooltore, Indoetriee ond Bdnootion 
ohoild ho mtmbere of tho oommittee. 

Db tbo 21ST AUGUSTf the debotc on the resolution regording the omendment of the 
Miniofpnl Aot of 1916 wm resumed. After oonsideroble disonesiOD, in the eomee of 
whidh eeifinl memberi etoted tbot the Aot oontoined mony defects ond needed oTcrbooling, 
while othcro deofawed thot it wm Impoesible to postpone the elections on sneh , gronnds, 
Mr. ]leihotim*i omendment to the effect thot the elections sbosld not be poetponed wos 
•ooepted. The reeolntion, m omended, wm then disonseed ond defeoted. 

High School ond Intermediote Bdnootion. 

Dr. Ziiiddin AHMAD moved tbot the Governor, octing with bis Ministers, should 
nppoint o committee to oonsider the scheme of high school snd intermediote ednootion, 
nad the deeirobility of icdncing the eeoondory edneotion conrse to eleven yeois, followed 
by o three jeers coarse for the ordinorj B. A. oonrse. 

In the coarse of the disoossioo. Dr. Qonesbpresod ond Dr. Smfot Ahmod supported 
theasotioB. They oonsidered thot the Boord of High School ond Intermediote Edneotion 
Aet l;od done more berm tbon good to ednootion in the Provinon Dr. Zionddin so;d 
the reoomawndetiOM of the Sadler Commiaiion were not suited to the Provinoe. Dr. 
Gonesiipiaeod mid he leered thot the operation of the Boord of Intermediote Bducotion 
dket hod tended to lower the stondoid of ezominotions in the Province. Dr. Soofot 
Ahmod Bbnn mid thot boys were mode to woste two yeess of their life in studying for 
I n tes me d l ote ezominotions.. 


Jeil Admli;istrmtion. 

On tht922ND AUGUST^ Bobu BEMI8ABAN moved o resolution recommending to 
the Gevernment to eppoint e oommittee to revise the Joil Monool so m to moke joil odminis- 
tiotien mere bnmoae end mere in eooordonce with ssodem ideos. Further, tbot ail 
piaetiees in lolls which mvonied of rsciel distinction abonld ot once be stopped ; that 
eeimmauv per hood of the |oil popnletion abonld be uniform, irrespective of the doss, 
wvreeeofe^ Individael prleoner, ond that o standing committee of the Council he 
npfsinied to odvise the Government in the Jeil Deportment. 

Tbs mover made o nnmher of ollegotioM of ill-treotment in the jails oltboogh he 
ndorilled tbot nmny improvements hod been mode. 

The Mohsreje of MABMDDABAD, Home Member, mid he had been trying bis best 
le lOBOve ell just one reosoneble grievonoes. Thot prison diet wm more or lose wholcsoiM 
WM evident mem the foot that pnseners mostly gained in weight In confonnity with 
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PwnlMif tht JUIII«MaiteQmMwPffM4oi«(tMir bsl t» wiiWorti ftll mM 
SMlMlinA AflirliultedlMni«BltefMBl«fetaiiMouffitd wilkpalAdlTiiios. 

Pullif«Foliotfiu« 

OkMdkij BtdMi 81MQH mond a i Moi afc i BQ iMaiMidfB« to tko CkifinuBiol to 
ohiolvo the raMento of plooM whore ponitioo poiteo wore etottoned fro« llohilitj tor tho 
pofMP of poaitivo poUoo oui tron the let Aagoet, IMi. 

The Boom Mcmher, In oppoeing tho r eee lnti o n ^ pointed ont that thedoeMdpat 
ierward in the reeolntkm waeinitedf ofoiaettheAiEpMpnwiiionof iheJaw. Thetas 
had a dlfleront cfleoton woold be rkiton, and hetora Olwbelna and Saaebia had paned 
off It woo tepeoffhle tor the Qonmment to wHhdiaw tho pnnitleo pollee froot the ame 
whore ooanmnal rolatloni wore etiained. Thu reeolotkm woe carried by S9 ootee to SO. 

Folitleal Pfieoneia 

Babo DaBOdar DA8 roooBBonded to the Government to ocempt all thoee perione 
who wore diemieeed from Government eervloe or e ent on eed to Imprieonipent in oonneotloD 
with tho non-oooperetkm moveeeent or on polltieal groondti from tho dieqoaliilootione 
debarring them from eeeki^ election to local bodiee. 

Ur. Hafic Hidayet Hnemin moved an amendment ineerting tho phraee not in- 
volving moral tnrpitnde** after the wordr ‘‘diemieeed from Govomment Mrviee.*' 
The amendment woe aeoepted hj tho Hoaee bat the reedotion ae Mounded trie dehnted, 

Ea)a Jagannath BUX SINGH moved a rceolntion recomoBetidiiig that the Council 
Chambtf« inclndiag the wingi^ ehonld be completed at ae eurly a date ae poeeibie. It 
enrprieed him to learn that the present intcntione of the Government were to bolld a 
Council Chamber without the winge. Ae originally planned all the Minieterial oflIoeB 
attached to the Seerotariat were to be . accommodated in the winp of the Chamber, and 
if the building of the wingo were postponed there woold be ooneiderable dittcnlt j in 
accomodation. The reeoiotion wae carried. 

Bnoonraging Jail Indostriee. 

Oothej?d7H d(/Crf/5rademandfor Rs. 64,377(groes Rs. 70,867) omler the head 
“ Genoml Administration '* resulted in some di ioossion. Amendments were moved orging 
a rednction in the amoont of porchaae of tents for district offlerre on grounds of floanelal 
etringenoy, but Sir Samuel O'Donnell explained that considerable reduction had already 
been made. Nearly a lakh and a half was Itsdly needed to renew tents but in view of the 
present finanolal conditions Government were going to provide at present only Rs. 1(^000 
on this aoooont The amendments were negatived. 

The Counoil adjourned sfiis db. 


The December Session 


mCKNOW--l4Th JECBMBER J925 

After an interval of about four monthh the United Provinces Legislative Council 
met on the 7477/ DECEMBER with Rai ilabadur Lala SiUram In the Chair. The 
bosiaem of the Honsc was confined to a oondolenoe rcsolotlon on the death of the Quern- 
Uother, twenring in of Members and presentation of the report from the Committee 
of Pnbuo AOQonnm. 

Compulsory Priamry Bdueation Bin. 

On tho JEW DBCEMBBL in introducing the Bill on mral education, the MINIBTBB 
cf BdneatSon said that the flrat thing that attracted his attention on mming the ^ 
Miniator umo tho neod for extension of primary edneation in the rural areas. In spiu of the 
hem intention of • the Government and public spirited men nothiug 
be done tor the welfaro of the vlllageii owing to tbeir lack of 
•tood in the vmy of the eradieation of social evils from tbeir L* 

■U us dow tu nd tim olosmntaiy principles of hygiene, of asodem 

cf coHspemlion for the common good, in ihort. they oooW nm dlsc^ 
v^urao good and whit woo bod for them. The aole remedy waj the MjMm 

«^imoitsm them. Owing to various roesoiii, nothing short of •*»lon w^W do 
•0 Ur as the ignorant viu4ers wero .oonoenicd. If it were Wt 
•Wr ehUdren to sehobi, aeverai agm would elapse befoiu tho avorago viltoger 
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deemed esfleieBtij edMied to andeti m ad whet wm oondiieiee to hie %mltee. Bo 
wooid lemeln In IgaBmeoe to be diiton end direefed bj bie fellowmee from the oitiee. 

The eiemeat et oomimlelott in the Bill need frighten no one. CompaleioB wonid 
be enforced In enell eeleoted ereae et the oetaet, end, if it eaeoeeded, it« oeope would be 
widenedk The Oovemment bed biooght the Bill before the Conneil after eerefel end 
ensknio eonefdeietion. The etete of primary edneetion in the Piorinoe wee eerefnllj 
inmtigated by Mr. K. P. Ktehle, who «ree depnced for that pnrpoee. Hr. Kioble enb- 
mitted a report and the Bill waa baaed on that enoellent report. Further, Snnwar 
Jagadiah Piaaad, Bdoeation fieoramry, and Mr. tfaekensie. Director of Pnblie Inatraotion, 
had oaiefnlly oanaklered the Bill in all Ite aepeote and in all ita elauaea. It would go 
to a Seleet Comaaitaea which would aaggeat additiona and alterathma to improre the 
Bill The Bill waa being diacuaaod when the Coundi adjourned. 

On the l^TH DBC&iBBRt the debate on the Miniaterial motion that the Compnlaory 
Primary Bduoation Bill be referred to a Seloct Committee, wae reenmed. 

Laia Mathttfn Praeed MBBHOTBA eaid the earrionlam of the primary leboola ehonlii 
be eo drawn up aa to render oompnleory ednoation moet beneftoial to the eona of agrica]> 
turieta. The children of the aoll meat be taogbt how to improre their metboda of agri- 
calture and their oottage indoatriea. They mnm be made to anderttand the principlea of 
eo-operatife credit. The Ooferniaedt ahould not ignore the qaeation of fnnda. If the 
Diatriot Boarda were loft alone to finnnoe their own primary achoola. they wonid nerer 
take the initiatlfe and apply for the introdoction of oompnlaory ednoation within their 
inriediotioii. The Oovemmont ahonld ahonlder the greater portion of the financial 
harden -and render all poaaible a a eie t an oe of the Dietriet Boarda. 

Mr. Knnwar Jagidlah PEA8AD, Ednoation Secreury, raid the Ooremment were 
perfectly atlea to the feet that aalem the edoontion aongbt to be apread in the rillagm 
wua in conformity with the naed of the rnmi popalation, the Bill, when enacted would 
ho worm than umlem. The Ooeemment would curefnlly ooueider the qneation of epeeially 
trafnad teaohera for employment in rural primary lehoois. There waa no ooeaeion for 
the Moferoownt to iuaert a Uiation eJauMe in the Bill. Under the Diatriot Boarda Act 
of li^S local bodice had been giten MiiBcient powers of tutatkm and their lonroee of 
sopplf were not yet eshaneted. 

Bui Bajeswar BALI, Minister of Edacation, ezpreeaed hie gratitnde for the receptiop 
that had been aeooided to the Bill from every aection of the Hones. The eehoole which 
would come into egristenee under the Act wonid be primary eehoole for boys of ages vary- 
ing from 6 to 11 yearly who oonld' not be expected to ondereiand moefa of religion or 
momia The bmt thing wonid be to get the type of teacbere that wonid be able to in- 
fioence the boys \q setting good cxamplee. The Bill was only in iu elementery etege 
now and before ite nnal adoption the Government would oeruinly Uke advantage of the 
valuable luggcitione from the diflereat membera 

The MiiiiBter*e epeeoh bronght the debete to a cloee and the Bill wae referred to a 
belect Committee. 


Government Servlee and Caete Diitinction. 

On the l7Tfi DBC&iBER Fnndit Brijoandan Pimad M18RA moved : ** The Council 
reoemmende to the Government to remove all prohibitions of caete with respect to the 
admimtan of people to the public aervieee if they are otherwise qnaliiied, and to cancel ail 
ordeii, rcgalatknia or inet*TirtW* containiiig enoh probibitiona, and to order the conae- 
qnent oorreotion of the departmental manaale and other papers ecooidingly.** At the 
outset the mover made it clear that he did not intend that any eort of racial bias ehonid 
enter into the dioouMion. The motion was reetricted to the qncation of castee belonging 
to diieient taem and it had nothing to do with any religion. In the Police Department 
ecitain eastce were debarved from entering oobm branches of the forcee. As an instance 
ot hto remark Jm qnelcd a paiugmph from the Poiioe Mannal in which it wae put down 
that Brahmiba inonld aeldom be ao^neted fw entry into the mounted poiioe force. In 
aiauuim |i«teginph of the Potfee Mannnl it wee stated that enliatmenu to the armed and 
civil Poiioe loroea from certain low caetce should, as far as pomible, be avoided and that 
Kayaathas and Baniaa shoald seldom be enrolled. The epeaker aeked to be informed 
i>n what haaia and with what.ewtivn.thB Qovemmeat make those reftriotiont. 

In aeoendlag the reeolntioii, Mr. MUKAKDILAL moved the following amen d ment 
For the words *« llrmoTe nil prohlbltione of caetc with reepvct to the admiaskm of piople 
the pnblie serviom If thoy nre etherwloe qnniified, and to oanoel all oidere, regnlatWne 
or inetrootions oontalBiag anek peohihitione and to order the conseqaent oorreotion ol 
trrpartmfiital inaanala end other papers accordingly **, enbetitote the words ^ iame inatrao- 
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xiUglni aad noib Md thift tte ^^oSitniLaiit bt ^ end to 

ouMil mmI fnmi rhu i 1 r|mfimti] 111111111*1 t“ irrtr ‘*T "rr*ir — 

disgtalHiairtOMi ngoiMion Md ocdert whtob hu m iadIfIdMd im Mitoriaf toto^ 
omiftting, or ctetag hiaMif lor uj departnenl sf CtofmflMnfc wunfOB. Mr. Miuuuidi- 
Jftl iftid toM tiw oitoittAl KMlnUott and hJt amtadaeal wan both baiad im Ibt Queen't 
Procila—tloB to HM. 

Tht MdMtfi4» «<ltAHMUDABAD,H<iaMill€Biber; ngiattad that hs ooold not Moept 
Um malation m babalf of ftho Oofainmort. The priaeiple anderlytog tha naolaUoB waa 
oadobbtodlv awellwti bat aafortoBatalj tbaia ware adauaiMratlfa diflaaltiea la 
tbe way. it a aham? ware to be enrolled in the poHae fores and be appointed rab- 
toapaotor at paUae^ be ireakl not only not be able to dlaobarga hia datiaa proparlyy bot 
hia own Uie woald be made aiiaeiable beoanae of oaata pietadloaa. If he ware to m to 
a Tiilagai ha wonld not be panaittod to enter the hooae of any high oasie nan. Hindn 
at Mnaalman. Mot anay nan wonld give him a glaaa of water to dnnk if ha ware 
thiraty . Be wonld not ofon be pennitted to draw hia own water from tbe village walla. 
There were'oartalnly reatriotlona in the Polioa Mannal in regard to the enliataMat of 
the nwmbare at ortaainal tribaa and wandering gauge, but thoae leatriotiona had to be 
made, aa the Qovenuaant did not think that habitnal lawMkera ware anitabla ca n d i da toa 
lor enliataaont to the poUoe foroe. 

After a prolaiiiad diaonaaion Mr. Mnkandilal'a amendment wat pnt to the vota and 
rcfaetody while the orli^l reaolntkm was carried withoat division. 

Adnlt Bdneation. 

Khan Bahadur Hada Hidayet HUSalM moved : ** This Oonnoil leeommeada to the 
Qovemment to take* ttope for the promotion of adnlt ednoation in tbe mnnioipal and 
mral arena of these Provtnoea at an early date.** The mover laid the aabjeot Imd now 
begun to attiaet considerable publio attention, bnt he donbtod If its eoope or aignifloanoe 
waa folly lenliaad. Aeoordinf to the oenaoa report the proportion of literacy per thouaanri 
waa H in 1911, aad 87 in 1981. The progrem made waa inaignifioant aad inadequate. 
More aoataiued etforta were needed both hf tbe Oovemment and by the pablie. There 
vhoald be a network of night aohoola, and a portion of tbe odooationai grants to the 
Distriet * Boarda should be earmarked for this pnrpoee. The mover roferreii to the 
Oovvnior*e Durbar apeeoh and appealed to every one to aid tbe Qovernmeni in odnoating 
theCoonoil^ **aMeCen**— the voters. 

Mr. A. H. MAGKSKZIB Direotor of Pnblio Inatrnotion, said that tbe Bdnoatfon 
Departownt had no intention to oppow snob a reiointion. Oa tbe oontiary they wel- 
comed it. The Department bad already taken tbe initiative in that direction, Aa ear^ 
as 1981 they addressed a certain number of mnnioipal boarda In regard to this matter. 
Tha Oovemment had first to nmke some eaperimente and watch if there waa a demand 
for adnlt tehoole. Tbe czperimenu were confined to six mnnioipal boards only. In 
thooe six boards there were at prewnt 80 lehoole with a total roil of about 8,800 etodonto. 
Oovemaieat readily defrayed tbe entire coat, Tbe eiporimenta bad proved aaffloienty 
anooeaafni and the Mdnoation Departoient hoped similar aohoola would be started by 
mon mnnioipalitim. Bot the Qovemment's finaneial responsibility moat have a limit 
and in fntnve* manieipal boards woald bo naked to bear their reasonable share of tbe 
cost. The speaker waa ofnfcl that tbe manieipal boarda would not be much inelined 
to finunoe even onob an caoellent eobemn la tbe interior of oertain diatnota similar 
aitompta had baan auglab bat only with indlMaiunt aoooeaa. Pailaro waa dua not amiuly 
to Inefc of finanor, bat beoanae of the diflknlty of finding a aaflfoient number of adult 
atidenm at one centre and beoaam of the lack of suitable teacher for soeb Instltatioaa. 

Tbe vasolnthm waa adopted onaaiatoosly. 

Motloo for Adjournment. 

On the iSm DBCBHBBR Babu MBMlfiABAM wanted to know what *r<on the 
Oovommont had taken againat Mr. T.J.O. Aoton, Diatriot Maidatraia of Balandahahr, 
for allagad diaeoBiteay to Pandit Manakohand, M.L.C. when tbs latter waatou an intcr- 
vfowwlibbim. 

The Finos M a mb a r lupliod that tbs GovemaaiDt bad rooeivod no eomplaiat from 
Pkadit Ifiuakoband and tbesafoiu did not pr o poaa to take any aethm. 

■Tha finanoa Mamhar’i reply gave ifsa to a aerka of sapploBMntaiyquatoioniaadulli- 
matoly two m—kma, Pandit Br^Mandan Pmaad Miaia and mbia Tikraayit biogh, gavo 
■oMee to the Pnaidwt of tkek intention to move tbe adjoammant of tbe floaaa to oroar 10 
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S'SSLwiwSSr ****"”" wa-t ti Kr. Aiitn.lh«OMiM lUgMM* 

BaiBabaAw late BHb Baa, PfMidaDt«(vth« Owaail, manna tka aitir ttet tha 
•dJOMMMtttollOBwMte Older Md rated llM^BBlait ft wasMakMMd fef tbe Qovcnor. 
tlw aioOteB woold be tdkon ap that day. 

Tbe Coaacll tbea d teeow e d . nen>ofletel icealooioM. 

Pandit Hargoriad PaHT oMved : **Thii Coaneil leoonnenda to tbe Goeement 
to lenore ^ooiaon fnm the Sobedaled Dtetrtete Act and to appolat a ooamlttes to leriae 
ad eo eonaolidate the loodl rotei with a riew to preaentiog a Bill whieh aervee thia 
pnrpooa for the eonaideiatioii of the CooneU.** The nover aaid KnaMon waa noeh in 
adfinoe of the raat aC the United Pforineea in the matter of ednoatten, and it waa a pity 
that aaob a divialoB ahoold be oteaaiiled in the aaoM oategory aa the wild tiaeta inhabited 
by halMviliaad people like Bhila and Gonda. 

Baba Bhaginui Bahai Bedar moted an aaaeiuinient reeeniMnding the appointamt 
of aoommittee to aagieat ncoeaam meaaoTea for getting KnmaoD leawred from the aoope 
of Gie Schednieci Diatricta Aot. Ae reaolatioa at amended, waa adopted by the Coaneil. 

Mr. Aalam BaFI mored for learo to introdaoe a Bill to amend the United Prorinoea 
M airt palittea Aet of 1935, aa amended by Aot 3 of 1919. Leare waa grated by the 

Pandit Nanak Ohand waa grated leave to introdoce a Bill to aamnd the Allahabad 
Univeraity Aot of 1931. 

TbeOoonoil then diaeotaed the following reaolction; "Thia Coaneil roeommenda 
to the Government that inatraetiona be leaned to the Beeord OAeaia that in distrieta 
where record operationa are going on th^ ahonld not diatnrb the exiating righta wherever 
they are corroborated by the laat (corrent) aettlemat entriea. 

The Pinanee Member and the Member of the Board of Bevenoa oppoeed the reeolntiOD 
which, after a dall diiteomion, waa adopted by the Coaneil. 

Adjoamment Motton Carried. 

The motion for the adjonmment of the Honae aobaeqnently eame np for diaenaaion. 

Pandit Brijnandan Praaad MI8RA moved : " Thia Honae ha now adjoomed.'* He 
narrated at length the incidenta that led to the qnentloaa pat to tho Connoil. Pandit 
Hanakohand, M. L. C., wanted a Interview with Mr. T. J. C. Acton, Collector of 
Bnlandabahr. Mr. Acton refnaed it and tome cart Jcttera were exohaged between the 
Pandit and the Magiatrate. The Pandit took eioeptia to certain remarka of the Magia> 
trare. Baba Vikramiit Singh, in eeoonding the motkm, aaid that a inaalt to a^member 
^ the Connoil waa an Inanlt to the Connoil, The Magiatrate'a letter waa diacourteonf to 
a. degree. 

Iir, BURN dealt point by point with the matter. Pintly, there wai a grievance 
because an oficial had been diaooorteooa to a member of the Council. The Govern* 
ment alaaya diaapproved of difooorteoua bebavioar .on the part of any of ita offieiala to 
ay viiitor, but inch initancea were admittedly rare. ScoondJy, the Honae had made ita 
grievance that the Government took no action. Aa a matter of fact, the Government took 
notion one month before notice of the question bad been reeeived. The Chief Secretary 
had already addressed a letter to the Commissioiier of Meemt Division to convey to 
Mr. Acton the Qoveinor's disapproval of his action. If the replies to the questions and 
•opplementaiy questions put to-day were not to the aatisfMtion of the members, he (the 
apmdter) craved the indnlj^nce of the Hooee. It was nnfortunate that Sir Samuel 
CrDonnell, who was to reply to the qneetiona, bad been, by reaeoDs of his health, kept 
away from tho House. The speaker bad had no time to prepare hknaelf for the qneetiona. 

After the Flnaoe Membw'a speech, aeveral members requested the niover to withdraw 
the oensnre mcMon. After some diaoosefbn, the adjournment motia wm pat to the House 
and carried by 81 votes against SO, 

Development ofBnralArva. 

On the J97N DBCBUBBR TtaiAit Oovind Ballabb PAHT, the leader ef^the Swaraj 
party moved the following resolution 

" That thia Connoil ivoommends to the Govenunent to allot the anm of Ba. 56 lakbs 
remklfd thm year by tiia Government of India ont of tbe Provinoial eatribntten. fixed 
by the Meaton CommltM. for inral development, snob ae the ptcoMitteo of agrienltnre, 
ootttge prtoMffy and vooathmal ednoatteii, improvemeat ef anoitation, water- 

gii|^y/.commaiiicfttion% and booi^inf in viltegea. etc., to farm a developsoent fnnd, to 
whichaM Ateveod all other loau that may hereafter be eo remitted he traaafened, and 
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tkMf •! —i b i ii ii<e m bflUiOo«Mil» 
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PiMdil dotted BoUiteliNlinid te Ite ooodlllHi of teo 
te tbo UniMd PiotteiOM. Bdoairtea mm te a twj boekmad otete te 

“ Tte tedutmt MoptoCteo 
■V, WH MW wuMvoB wj ■ w tnuwiu . PfiMNito o« toad mm om ite 
toooi day feo day, and (b« tioatfer ol boldtofi wm goiag oo ootetoaovly. tte 
dfflBOBt ootttMBB loiteilriaa that tmo a Muoa al to aorlot 

throttlad by M a o eteate r , tobk^ Litarpool, gad Now York. Tte OofonaMat 
won Tlgowaa^y, tte paobtea of rul lOHina n iaa t too. 

Bol Bohador Babo Viknuoiit 81NOH BMtad aaMBeadoMtatto ttedbet thillor the 
tmib * tcaaafanrad and to eontoitota a Detalopmant Board, oonateing ohtody ol 

olaolod by thii Cooneil, with a Baotatoiy or a CoouateiOBer appototad by ‘ ~ 

aoMni tea pahUe own to aany oot aooh detatopanat ** ha aatetitatad by tea woida 
* pla^ at tte ditpaoU of tha Hon. MiaiMra to apand fa aoooidaaoe with tte adtloa 
oi a Datalopnoat Board, to ha ooaatitntad of ofleial and noa-oBatol OMoibaii of tte 
Lrgialatifa Cooneil, oa which thaia ahoaid ba a aon-oOctoi oMiorfty, to aany oat tha 
obota aoteoMi’' 

Tte aawnrtBiBBt wac aapportad by Thakor Hanomaa Singh, Nawab Bahoaoid Taaaf, 
Tbakar Maahai Bioffa, Dr, Safaat Ahotad Khan, and Mr. Makandilal, and aoeaptad te 
tha aww oC tha reiointion. 

Tte Bawob of CHATTofil, Miatotar of ladoatnoi^ aiaafad tte Conaali that tte 
aad tha OotamoMat weia trying thair latef beat to datalop tha niolAfaa ia 
ataiy nopeot. Tte Qotanuaent waa awaia that thara waa maeh that yat laoMtaad to 
ba doaa. fia greatly appiaoiated tha aasiate of Baanbara to darota aaoia oMMioy tor t|ia 
Kalfoa-baildlng Dapartneati^ bat ha foaiad that tha aatabliahoMBt of a DmtopoMiit 
Board waa aaooand on prinoipla. Thara waa not mnoh aenia ia adding a flfth whaei to 
tte earriofa of Btata. 

Alter aefaial other apaeehaa Baba Tikiaalit Singh*a amendoient waa pot baloia the 
Oooaall aad adopted. Tha raaolotion, oa amendad, waa than earriad by tha Ooaaeil, 
Qoeemniant*a Baaiae Poiioy. 

Oa tte JiST DECEMBER, Pandit Oofind Balia? PAKT >mofad . ** Tbla Coanotl 
raoaaininnilir to tte Ooteraaiant that they ahoold daoiara anaqaifooally te aabodyiag 
in tte Bxeiaa Mannal, that tha ain and oblaot of tte aioiaa policy of Oofarainaat ia 
total abatinanoe, whioh ahoold be pronKOad te lagitiwata meaaa,'* Tte BM>?ar pointed 
ant that oa the Biot Maroh, I9IB, a rcaolatfoa waa adopted by the Ooonoil aakiag the 

- % to aeeept total ahati n ono e aa the ate aad obtoot of their eseiae poiioy. A 

endatioii waa bmmo by tte exolae aoafaraaoe held early tbia year. 

Mr. BLUNT, Ffnaiioial aad Baete Bacntoiy to tte OoaeiaBaent, pofatad oot that 
tte pnoeat aseiaa policy of the Oofemownt, oa atoted ia pangiaph two of tte tieiae 
sight ba qNiomiaad ia tha phiniw: **tte pronotioa of taaapanMMo by 
toiitteata Bwana". waa thara a great diBareaoa batwaaa thla aiataatant aad tte ate 
eanadatad by ^ nM?ar in hia leaolatioiL ? Dorlag tte paat few yeata tte ioroa of 
poblio aaaong tte oonaaaafag olaaaea, on tte eoa hand and tte rcairlotiona tepoaed 

by tte Qofcmmant in paraoaaoe of thair poUcy* on tte other hand,oaaaad a atriklng 
ia oooooaiptioa. OofaraaMot doabtad whathar tte aboanaa of acy refaraaoa 
I reeenoa ia thair atataoMat of oiolae poUoy weald warartaliy teprofo OMMara. 
Kaete Maaoal waa now baiag r eriaad aad woold ahorciy te pobUahad fa a 

as farther diaenaaion tte raaotnUoa waa pot to tte Hooaa whioh diefdad . 
Mara tte propaaal waaaegatSfad by B9 ?otca to li. 

Berciiae CooMitelonenhlpa. 

Oa tte 22m DECEMBER Cbmdhmj Badan BlNOH no?ed: «Tlda Ooaaeil 
tte Gofarnnwat that they ahoold nwee tte OoforooMat of ladtototate 
alapo for theaholiUoa of tteBefwnM Coaisteionffahip iathaoi Piofiaooa 
Boi Bahib Lola Jagdiah PRASAD sofod an aaaaadaMBt oigiM apon tte 

I tte UMMaiaaldai 
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Oi the 23RD dey^^^tibe BeoZber BmUm, KBMM- 

CH4HD MOffd : " Tbii Ctmmdl leeemmeade to the Oofewaaeot to acnoge that at JeMt 
eae aeahcr fraa eaoBe the deoNeted olaan riall he iMwitiafnil a eeeli aMOiieiialltar 
aad BOtlted area a the United Proeinoee of Agia aad Ondh with the rmyti e n of the 
aaetaiiialitia of Ag m and Cawnpoa, a which two mcadme ehonld be ■aaBiieBd.*' 

In aofiag the raolntleB Baba Eheaohaad pointed oat that the depeaai otanaa ware 
fepweaited in all the diariot boarde in the United Frovinee& |t wae onlf Jaa that 
thea aen ehonld have eoae tort of apreaentetion in tbeadainiateatinnof aiaieipal 
areaib where a huge naaber of thea icaideiL 

Bai Bajeiwar BALI, Miaiiter of Local Self-Oonemaiat, aaid the icNlntion had all 
hie qrapatbj. Ae a aatter of fact in meUngj^e noalnatiani this gear he had alieedj 
noted npon tae principle recoaniended. Wherever it wm poeaUde he had nominated one 
acaber to a Mnnicfpal Bard to npraent the depreaed elae^ The Miniater, h oweve r , 
a gre t ted bia inability to aeoept the reecdntion m it Mood. The Ckifemaent oonM nake 

only two ncainationa in the Mnnicipal Boarda ef Agaaad Cawnpore aad at thea 

two ^laca the Qoamnwnt eoald not reetrict their chotee to tbedepreaedLeiaeai only. 

After ionra further dianaion the realntion waa amended by Thakor II an jit Singh 
Bathoa to read m followe Tbia Connell reooaaende to the Gotemmcnt to arrange 
that at leaat one member from among the depreaaed elaaa aball. be nciminated to ca& 
annidpality and u liar aa poaible in the notified area in the United Provinoei^ 

The re^ntioa, aa amended, wa adopts by the ConneiL 

Khan Bahadur Manlvi FA8IHUDDIN moved : ** Thia Conneil recoamenda to the 
G ov er nment to lane inatnetiona to all record and aettlcment offieera to the eilect that 
they ehonld not foiw or aak amindara to pay for oooliea employed by amina for doing 

array work, or to anpply anch ooollta at their own expenaea. 

After a prolonged dlMoaion, the rceolntion wm adopted by the Conneil. 

Trnnalation of Science Booka. 

Pandit Yaju Barayan UPADHYA moved : Tbie Council recommends to the Govern- 
ment to cstabliah a bureau of tranelation for rendering all uafnl books in modem ecienoes 
and other hanobee of knowledge into the vernacular, pnd to provide at least one lakh of 
npea every year for this purpose.** 

Hr. A. H. HACEENZIE. Director of Public Instruction, aid be appreciated the 
intention of the mover. It wm not poaible for the large majority of men in theae 
Provinoa to get a glimpa into the untold wealth of scientific literature, for lack of 
readable vernacular books on the subject. He could not commit the Edneatiou Depart- 
ment in any way bnt he woold not oppoa it. 

The resolntion wm adopted by the Council. 

Retiring Hobm Member. 

At thia stage the President of the Conneil announoed to the Houm that within a 
fortnight the ifabaraja of Mabmudabad wm relinquishing charge of the office of Home 
Member, an office be had held aince the inauguration of the Reformed Council. Beioie 
taking bis seat the President paid a glowing tribote to the services rendered to the 
Province by the Maharaja m a Member of the Executive Conneil. 

The annopnoement of the President si m followed by valedictory spefohes from every 
quarter of the Hoase. 

The Cooneil concluded the iMt day of its winter aeaion and edjonrned till 
Jannaiy, 
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CALCU7TA^i27H AVGUST J 92 S. 

Th« Avfttti 8«»tion. 


. Xfai flm mwtiiiff of Um Attgnit aoiioa of the Bengal Legielative Connell wm held 
on Um ISth Angoe^ 8ir Bnui Cotton, the Pi^ident of the Conncil. pretided. 

Aftnr the new m eabere bed taken the oath of alleglanoe, the Pretident nede refer* 
enoe to the death of Sir Stenart Bejlqr, Mr. C. B. Oat. and Sir Surendranatb Banerjea. 

feteriag to Mr. C. B. Dae and Sir Snicndranath Banerjea Sir Bran Cotton 
■dd : . ^ Leaden mej be of aany kinda. bat one attribnte whtoh ie eiaential to tnooeta 
aa a leader It a nagnttle and oonunanding peraonality. Tbit qnahty waa poMeatai in 
the telleet degree by the *two great ncn wheee death we are deploring. Mr. Dae hml 
been a neoiber alnoe 19S1, end the Cooaeil Chamber will teem a reiy different plane 
withont hint. To me he alwaja oonrejed the pietare of a great Koman Senator, 
and 1 load to ait and wateh with admiration* the eonanmmate akill with which 
ho led hie party. Of Sir Snrendranath, we can trnly aey that, during bia long 
Ufa of ynara be atood for the whole hiatory of politioa in Bengal. He had a long 
taaan oienBe in the Bengal Oonnoil. and wea one of the firat Minlatera under the 
Beforme Aot. The doqaenee of theee two great aam waa not alike, hut there ia net one of 
ae who will aot adaa the ailrery tongue of Sir Sniendranath, and the ealm eompelling 
eoleeoC Mr. Dae. 

The only Other item waa the election of the Pieaident. Out of three eandhiatee 
Samar ShlhaMheieawar Boy aeeurad the largeet number pi rotea. 

Neit day, the IS7fi AUGUSTt^waaM Sbibaekbareewar Boy. the Srat eleeted Preei* 
dent oC the Bengal LegialaiiTe ^uneii preaided over the diaenaaione of the Council, 
hie eleotion haring been approved by the Oorernor. After taking hie aaat. Kaaaar 
Shihaekhaiuewar paid an eloquent tribute to dir Bran Cotton, the retiring Preeidcnt. 


Thu Legielatiue 
nt Oumaaittue of St an 
w^rnBUl. 

Mr, T. BMBBSON, in aaoring that the Howrah Bridge Bill be referred to a Seleet 
OianmHiUi, add that at the Aaguat eeealon of IPtt a Seleet Committee wue appointed by 
the uoiei of that Oounuil. h^ aa a xeeult of a aubeequent motion that the Bill ahoald 
ba etmalatad fee the purpeae of aiieitiBg opiaiona^ the appointmant of the Select Couamlttec 
Ml thruugh. U waa for that reaeon that a fraeh Committee waa nropoaad to be appointed 
nt thnt eeaBian. The rcault of the drcalation ef the Bill for the pnrpoae of eliciting 
DBipimia hnd been to ebow that the weight ef opfarion generally wau ai^nat the expenae 
that wuhi d he incarred la ooaatructiog a permanent bridge for which pnrpoie thnt Bill 
M hifglBaily fumed. The BIU, howeaur. admitted ci modifloationa in iti taxation 
uinaiaai uo aa to piualde for a temi-perBoament bridge, if aocb a type wau preferred by 
lha O a nn u ff on aceount ef iu aaBaltor coat. Omitting nom coneldaration hridgea of the 
pM aai'idiSma type^ ae they wore conaldared laadai«bleonnoQoaatcf thcriektothc 
WtawiaglnaiepoatiUcefieet of the phut on the eoarae of the riaer and Itu tido^ 
typeo of hridfi whieh wore ooneidefud anftoble for their porpoao : 
the com of which wonld be Bo It lakbe per annum egmud oaer 
i; mwad. a tan Seating hridgr, whtoh wonld coat arlth lie appiunobeo 
^ lor iff yanre ; and. thMly, nn impMaud and arider Magio SMding 
“ - -' mb. Bt. u toktafK MmuS 

BOl pmHM twntatag 
the OMltal OBii oC*a 
■ -of “ * 


The Howimb Bridge Bill. 

oneieted of the referenoe of the Howimb Bridge Bill to a 
ibere,aiid the introdoction aad paming of the Bengal High- 
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OMM^tollMtMrttMivMltidiOOlMM % Nb^lMW % 4,aadt. iL M Iho oilpr 
ftMNi, m teUfi oC a Mal-pcnBUMt ww lo bt ooMtaoM^ Mb •• ttaitalK 

bridn t m O m maOm thoit wMld hif« to bt tMtod tai thtSE 

TbtMidbartog tototoptaiMChtttbtMl tC OtoMto tovld bt M tMi tob tato 
bj tilt p ttfiM t «f m pmuuMbrfdbtobteOovMMBt^teMfrtf tbtgMttoMttC 
tpiiMtpptoldtolhttiptoietbtt wotldbt iavolftdto tti mtlnotioi^ ^atn ptaptitd 
to aootpt Ibt OoMirt dtcMa tt to Ibi toit tbto Mold bt tottM to aoMiMtoi 
thtatwbridfti U «oald be the dto j of tht BtlM Oontolttot to ttMte tU Ibt tpItooM 
thtt htto beat eUdted bj the eiretitt ton oC tht Bill, and to gift toll aaibbt to atob 
optotea to toaUtof their i toram t ead t lln oa to tbt OooBofl. 


Sir Abdtr Bthte 


Ibwet Uaifenitp BUI 
the&fiitfodtoed t BUlloitberto 


the Dtoet Uahtfil^ BQl. 




On the /d7V ^£^{71/57 the Beett Uniftnitp Aatoademt Bill wupaand. Btib 
the aianniti— ti mo nd bgr Swtai^ ant txgtog tht elianlttioD of the fall, aad the 
other f etot itag It to a Beloet Ganutittet, wendelettodbp IS Mea. The BUI ttaied tt 
Btokiiig atobitofy the proTieio& of Be. S Itkha, whieh the OoaaeU giaatod for the bat 
fiftyetre, Tht BUI vat paaoed withant oppaeitfoiL 

Thera wta a lltely diaoteata on the aappltaeantaiy dtooaad andt by Sir Htgh 
StaphonaoB of Ba. 14,000 lor atpaBditare aiaitr ■* Bead BatabliohaMtt af the Goftraoc.** 
Sir Each aiplatoad that to the Itet yetrb Budget, the origiaal demand lor thia pnrpoea of 
Be. 80^000 waa itdaoed to Bt, 84^60. It waa impoAhlt to maintain a ilaa orahaatra 
with that ttotant. Sofeiai a a too d a m n ta tetaaing the de m a n d were n^gatieed, aad the 
demand waa mltiaaatoly gnuoded, after whteh the CoaaoU adpmrned. 

On the iom AUGUST the OoaneU tarried three iwolatloiia withoat ofroaitloa 
fitm tht Gofernaeent. 

Tho flrat leadtatlon waa lor a giant of 80 kkha to the Oalentta Unleeni^ Foot 
Ofadnata Bopartotont, The Oofomiaeat did not oppoae it, bat wantad that to 
the demand. The leaolation ptatod naanlaiOBaly. 

The aeoond leaolotioa iteommended the 'lemeeal of the aez dlaqaalifloalion Ikoto the 
eleotoial roUa, Thta leaolntion waa oppoeed by aome of the Mahemrdan aad ortbqta 
Hliida moBibera It waa tarried by 64 eotea againat 88. 

The third reaointion aaked the Bengal Ooeemmeiit to oommaatate to the India 
Oofemaeent that.the Bengal OooneU were in faronr of the tiaaaler of ^Ihet to ^^g*V 
The O ofe w Boent wanted ttane to aaoertato the viewa of the Amam Gofernaoent on tho 
aabieet, bat tha teaolnlloa waa tarried, naoppoaed. 

Bemofal of Sea-diaqiialiftOalion. 

Ladiea totaded the poblio galleriee of the GonaeU Hall in aatie i pation of a lifbly 
debatoon the qieetion of the enfraaohiaeaBent of women. Mre. Baiala Deri Ohandhmaai 
and Him Oaagnly made the women*e' demonetmtion taakle the Chamber a enenraa, and 
their praamne ianmaaely inflnenoed the eotea 

fie qneation waa left to bedeeidedbyalieeTOtaL The Swaraj Party alao adopted 
the fM— attitnda. Mr. Nnml Hnq a nn o ano e d that the Swaraj Par^ had no mandate on 
the reeolntlon aad that the qaeation waa left to a free rote. Thia annenwioament oaaaed 
wideaproad dteappoiatmeat aomog the ladlee in the galleriee, who had expeetad tha aoii4 
Totea of the SwaiajiaiB in their toeoar, 

BtoqnenMpeeohea were made by Dr. Moreno^ Mr. F. E. JaaM% Mr. Uaieah Ohandra 
Boae^aad^niohtoiDaBaadltr. Niiaml Chaiidra Chaader in lawmr of the eafranehlae* 


Dr. MOBBHO, who mofed the motion for lea tof i ng the aen«dlaqnaHSoBllan aald, 
Bombay aad Mhdraa had eafianohiaed wo awn. Why abonld woamn to Banmd ahme 
be not onfmaohieedf He oonld not nndeiatond what inanrmoenlablo diSeqltfto them 

were in *** ^ M1 i i!ii ! iT T i r ^ i I letol MtoMoilptapeeob. 

Mr! Uamah &»dra Bow (SwM^aQto a powerfadto!meh 

Mr. F.B.Jamm warned that there waa no mtloaal.prtoolplo to diaqnalM|ytog a kige 
aeotion of the nmnmimltj from the fiaaehiBe. ItwaatbefnndamenlaliMtofwoBmn- 
citiaena topartiolpatetolegffelaMi. ■ n ropfan a had no right to oppaaa the waaiittoa aa 
their woaen had earned that r%hb 

Dr. Mohtoi Dai^ wanted to bnaw bow they oonld sefnae to grant waamn tbair faM 
righto and at the oaaae Uaw deamnd Swaiab 



ao AM. *S5l SWARAJISTS AND MINISTBRS* SALARtBS ) 0 t 

Mr. Mlnnl Gteata OkmadumM^ ^Ym Aft itlafiat wonMite riglii lo MKfe U m 
eiMUMj. r«iAdiifoaMAioooaMtotlMiOoAgraM|tooMMt»tte LiMna JradMiiiobi And 
to mm to tte Monliit ■AUlmi. Caa joa ntm tkm ptmteioii to ooom io cAo 

•tootitiit r* 

Too lonlotioa gnuufog fi Aoo hi to to wooma vmo poaod bj 64, OfAtaOt 88 vottA 
SfTAiAiiiU And Miniftini* aolAriei. 

On tbo 207H AUGUST cho Boom Cfonioocod Oofocnouat botinoM. BuppiomentAry 
gtAAtf, nwit ot whioo wcm not iiAniod by tbe Oonaeii At tho loit Sodgiit diNuuion, 
won pramtedL A loigii nombor ot mo tionA tor ndoctlon or ioIomI wont proposed tei 
rapeot of A domAiot of Ba 8,81,066 for EdAOAtioa. Toero wore oltogetiier if oeniAiMle 
for the giAAi, And noit of them were onreied witoont tenooi oppoeiilon. In iO demende, 
•soepiSiig graati nader Police and Bjiuadioii, them worn ix4 motioiu fur either retueoi 
or redoetioii. bnt ooly eight were mored. 

The Preeident AnnooDoad that the Uofernor wAi not pieporod to grant an extra day 
lor nou-oAeial bneinem alone, bnt at an extra day wae reqairea for Ouverumeut Oiwlnew 
he Allotted Priday the Oiat tor that purpoee, and at tbe end of the aoveruineut bUttiueea 
non-offloial bneineea wonld aa a apecial oouoeaeioo lie taken. 

Taking adfantage of thia aunoonceinent the dwarajiat party, woo were reeponaible fur 
moet of the amend menta. decided to endeavour to liniah toe uMcial buaiueaa on thie day, oo 
that no non-ofllcial boaineu oonid come before tbia a ei aiun of the Couuuii and tbe leeoiutiou 
granting lajarlea to the fonr Miniatere tor their actual period of work wouid be left 
onoioved. At the end of the boaineea, however, tbe Prealdent annoanced that tbe Governor 
wonld allow the Conncdi to meet next day tor the tranaactien of non-oillciai buaiueau. 

The Council, withont a diviaion, granted a total anin of he. 1 1,61,766 ae aupplemeatAry 
granta In thie eceeioo the total euppiemeaury grante agreed tu amounted to ha. 16,86,668. 

On the 2iST AUGUST three non-official meolatione were diaoueaed and tho Govern- 
ment oppoeed ail of them. 

The iirit recomtion demanded the appointment of a Committee to reviae the Bengal 
ttelf-Oovernment Aot and tne heu^t Vtimge heU*Gov«rumeat Act. It waa earned. 

The aecond maolatioa, moved by Mr. F. B. Jamee and eapporied by Air. J. Campbell 
Foiemer, niged the exemption of tbeatma and einemae from liability to pay tbe Amnae- 
manta Tax. The Government oppoaed tbe motion on tbe ground of financial iom. The 
iCMliition was aapported by hwarajiau and carried by 66 votes againat 67. 

Motion for Production of imprisoned M.LtCA. 

The third rmolAtion urged that Babu Anil Baran Bay and Babo Satyendra Chandra 
Mitra, two Bengal Oidinanoe prisoners, woo have been returned to the Cuonoli from tbe 
Bunkuim and Boakhall oonstitoenoice, reepeetively, be brought up lor taking tbe outb of 
ailAgimie^ At tha next cemiou of the Bengxl LuglalAti ve ConueiL 

Tbe OepAty pieeldent, Mr. H. 6. BobrewAidy, in eupporting tbe rceolution euid 

** I do not know from which point of view 1 oonJd beet support it. Bnt 1 feel 
1 wonld hAvu umpie gsomide for doing so from nny rcnaonuhle point of • view. FiratJy, 
i would do eo beoAuae we know that there ie absolutely no juslitioation for their 
inoaroft*tttf^. They wera the heart and aonl, tbe spirit and tire of lue Bwara) Movements 
Jnstihoution thers was because their preseoos inspired and their self-sacrlhoe enthused,, 
bnt of the ohaiges that have been levened againat them, they are abaointely ianooent. 
I know that onr voice and our testissony, nay the voioe and taatimony of tho great 
tribune of tho poopk^ ie as naughc, oompared with tho inspired reports of the lowest spy, 
bot 1 do bemhy give my testimony and 1 apeak for all others who knew them, that tuoy 
were blameless of the infamous eharges on which they were arrested. Beoondly, 1 would 
tupport tho leaoltttion on all the ratioiiAl gvoanda advanoed to ably by Mr. A C. Basil. 
If yoa have given them tho right to stand, the right to be eiaoted, you most give them 
the right Io attend, Tnirdly, 1 wouid support tho resolution beoauae 1 want to sae them. 
When tbe flgaie of Batyendfaaath Mitra risas before mc^ eo gMlc^ so kind, and yet, eo 
bmve, 1 feel a lleroe indignation at the ia|natioe that hae c on demned him to a foion’a 
oell. 1 wans to eee then^ to c.eep them by tbe hand. I want lu ooagr,..«iate them. 
On the glory of asaitytdom they have attained. 1 want to be inepired by tboir prasenoe 
if it is la sae to am iaspifeo. i know the Goverwasut is afraid of demuuatrutlon. The 
whtde of will Book to pay iie heasage to ite kedara^ who have anfleied lor ifo atke 
and wa abaU pay to thsai the homage of a oaflering peoplo for itesaBeriag heioae.*' 

The reaolatton waa deolared carried. Moaivi Marai Boq Choodliari tinmaadid a 
diviaiea whish vrao giaa^ 64 members voted for the mocioa and 84 agaliist it. 



301 


(CAtCaTTA 


BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

The December Session 

Bengal Tenancy ▲mendmeat Bill. 

The cold veatlier eeMfon of the Bengal Legitlatife Coancil met on the 3RD DEC&h 
BBR Konar Sbibeekbareitrar Boj» Preiident, took tbe efaair. 

After withdrawing the Bengal Local Self-Qoverntnent Bill, the Maharaja of NAOIA 
Introduced tbe*Benfial Trnancj Act Amendment Bill. He said that oetaile relating to 
tbe aorantagei to be derived by tinante including rights to trees, greater fscilit j for tbe 
inyssent of rent, abolition of the bai teeing system ot tbe icalisationa rent bj distraint, 
tbe coBsmiitation of inodnoe rent, also tbe advantages relating to landlords namely, 
faeilitles for tbe realisation ot rent, and other matteis were dealt with in tbe statement 
«f objcets and reasons. Tbe position of tbe Government' was that they had accepted 
the necessity of a change in tbe law relating to certain matters affecting tbe relations 
of landlords and unanta. Tbry thought that tbe proposals made by tbe Committee which 
oonsidered those relations w'ere an honest attempt to solve tbe difficult problem. Tbe Bill 
was referred to a select committee. 

On tbe 4Tli DBCBMBER Government snsuined three oonseeutive defeats without 
mneb discussion. 

Tbe Maharaja of Hadia asked leave to introduce the Bengal Municipal Bill, but 
leave was denied, 86 voting for and 60 against. 

Tbe Council next pss^ the Food Adulteration Bill, validating the giant by the 
Ohaitman of tbe Municipality of sanction to prosecute. 

8ir Hugh Btepbenson moved a rrsolntion asking the Government of India to abstain 
from taking measures for the incinsion of Bylhet in the Bengal Presidency on financial 
grounds. The resolution was negatived by 64 votes against 46. 

Mr, J. Donald moved a resolution urging tbe Government to oontribnte towards tbe 
cost of the Bally Bailway. He said that this scheme of a bridge over the Hoghii Biver 
near Bally was sanctioned ten yea is ago but was not executed owing to tbe War. Tbe 
people of Bally wanted tbe provision of roa%i ways for ordinary traffic, and to meet this 
cost he was asking the Government to contribute. This biidge had nothing to do with 
the Howrah Bridge. This motion was alto negatived, 41 voting for and €8 against it. 

Treatment of Political Detenoes, 

On tbe 67H DBCBMBER tbe Government was defeated by eight votes in a motion 
for the adjonrnment of tbe House. 

Mr. J. K BEN GUPTA, leader of tbe Swaraj Party, moved the adjournment to d is- 
cuts tbe recent trtatment of political prisoners, as evidenoid by tbe transfer on the 28nd 
November last of political prisoners Jogesb Cbunder Gbote, Ssmarendra Sen and Bantosh 
Eumar Dntt from Beihsmpore jail to Hssaribagb jail wiibont proper clothing or without 
giving them aty notice to make provision for tbeir joums y. On the night Si the 22nd 
November those prisoners reorived a chit from tbe Jail Superintendent that they were 
wanted in tbe offioe. At that time they had no clothes on tbe upper part of tbe body 
as they were uking exercise. They were oomprlled to undertalm tbe journey that 
evening without any warm clothes. He questioned whether the ' Oidinanoe was being 
administered in the spirit and according to the letter of the law. Waa there any jo»ti- 
fioation for not allowing those prisoners to get tbeir clothes from their oells f It could 
only be justified if there was a desire to ruin tbeir health, so that when they came out 
ttey would not be able to allow the ordinary avocations of life. 

Sir Hugh STEPHENSON, replying, said there bad always been oonildsrable difficulty 
in dealing witladetennes at Berhampore. In tbe last few months the state al Indiscipline 
had been partioularly bad, and the jail offioert had been threatened with eemMilt. Tbe 
Qovennoent issued orders for the transfer of four detennes and naked tbe Police Snperin- 
tendent to see orders served on the four offenders. In view of the attitnde of tbe 
oetenuee and previous inoidents, it was oonsidejed advisable to arrange lor tianider 
without warning the detennes. The Assistant Foliee Beperintendoit went to tbe jail 
nt aix In tbe evening to eerve oiders on tbe four dctenuca. He wm Infonted that one 
was unable to travel, Tbe other three oanw to the jail gate end were told that 
they woe tianafened to Hasarlhagh and they would have to go that niglAi Tbe detennrs 
deeilBed to receive erdeie, on tbe gronnd that they had no waim olotfaci. At that time 
^e detennee bad warm ooats, woolkm shirte, woollen soeki, ngs nnd ewcatcio and tbe 
€lvll Surgeon, who was tbe Jail Superthtendent, certified that the warm elotbee tb'J 
bad wm ample tor the Jonmej, 
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Ttm Ml SaptflBtahlcBt tlm mU te iiMdm Id Ibt dttOM* oellt to oolleot Ihcir 
olotldBf»^^'*««aotftllo«HltoAif»M4 IM otoMd. Otter detenoet bj that 
tteo oiowdod in tte jaid opporita tte ftta ate aboatod liMtnetiQBa to tte threa 
dMMtoiaiiittotteateatetbxowoff aUtteir olothbis. Tbqr had on their bodiea 
mni ahirti ate ohaddaia which ttej paaaid Unodgl^ Ow witeow to tte other detcnaca 
in tte jaid. Thqr ware thaa oalj clotted la dboiiea The Polioa Boperiateadeat 
then aaat for four hoapital bl a ahat a ate ioar ateeta for each of thodetaaoea. They 
ref aaad to cat aa j food, ate the polioa bad to Uft than iato the oarr aie. The aaiaa 
perlbnaaDoe waa repeated at Bcibiampofa atatioB, and they bad to ba lifted out of the 
cariiage and pat ia a raaerved oonpananat. Thera waa no juatitioation for regaiding 
that iao id a Bt an a pioea ol nawarimatabla jootea on the part of Uoaernaaent or the police. 

The BMtion waa diaooaaad for two honiai the Xaiopean and tome Mahomadaa nembeia 
eapportiag tte GotaiaaMait^ the Bwaraiiaia and Hationaiiata anpporting the notion. 

Tte notion waa paaaad by M aotco to 6CL 

Miaiatexa* Satariei Orantad 

Oa the 107H DECEMBER Mr. P. 21. QUHA moeed that aalariea for thcaotnai 
period of work be gireu to all the fbor Miaistera who were appuinted by Hie SioeU«no>| 
and who had to xeeign owing to tho local laliMil of their aalaiiea by the OouuoU. 

The autement aado by Mr. J. M. SAN GVPTa, gifiug reaaona for not voting 
againat the leaoiution, moved in the Counoily for aaiariea to the four Miuiatera for the 
actual period they had worked, waa not lympathetiealiy received by the Nationaliau, wuu 
had, on three previoaa ocoaaiona, voted with the dwaiaiiata in oppufeiug elmilai raaoiutioua. 

Mr. J. M. Ban Oupta eaplained the poaition of the Bwara| Party. He aaid when 
the party voted ai^inet the Miniatere* aalarke and threw them out, on three oooa* 
mona^ daring the lifetime of the p r eae nt Couueii, they made it perfectly oivar that 
thqr were not aotuated by perional coaeiderationa. The voice were agaiuat Dyaroby. 
Hedeeired to repeat that whether it be Mamvi A K. KaiiUl Hui|, Mr. Burendranath 
Mttllick, Mr. A. E. Ohuenavi or the Bayi of Bantoeh, tuey were not prepantd to 
eupport them ae Miaieterai be they Hiodaa or Mahomedana. They were nut prepared 
to eupport tte Dyarchioal form of OoveraaMBt, with Mfnifeterv and Kioectiva Counohiore, 
tbe former being merely toole in the baade of the latter. The iMioe before them waa 
not to be oonfounded with the teae of tte coatinaaace of Dyarchy. The two teoce were 
diatinct and aeparace. He wipbed to mate it peifectly elvai tint, if any demand for 
Miniateie* aalariee waa brought forward, for carrying uu the preaent dyareblcai ayatem 
of Qovomment, they would oppoae it, wbatevar tbe eouatitution of tno Miniatry might 
be. On tbia xeaolation for payment of bock aalariea, aa the party bad no peraonal blaa, 
or vindiotivcncaa, againat tte gcnlteBBen concerned they wouid vote for it. Their tight 
waa againat dyaieby, oontinuad Mr. 6c» Oupca, and until the eonatltntion of the Owvem* 
ment waa ao altered aa to he acceptable Co the people of Inoia, their reprcaantatlvea wouid 
lefuae to aoeept or work It ; but th^ were not wiiling to act in any way which might 
be oeastmed aa an aot agai» particular Individuaiii 

Tte pocitioD, oonoladod Mr. Boa Oapta, had been made perfeeUy clear by the 
mover of the ivaolation, who admitted that tte Mlnioura wore wrong ooaatitatioaally, 
in oontiaaiag ia ofllce oven after their mdarim wore lefumd. Tte poiitioa that tho 
Swaraj Party took ap aboald bo no eaooaragmmat to tte Goveramant to appoint Miaittofi^ 
who had Bo majority in tte Houae ate whoao tearim worn boaad to ho icjaotad, In the 
hope that, after they bad worked aa MSaimem tte Houae would botaaient ate paaa their 
•ahtrim later on. 

Hationaliat* oppoMtido. 

Mr. Maamatlia Hath BAT (Hattonalfat) did aot me how having voted againat 
dyaiohy, they eoald vote for tho pay of tte priadpal aelora brought into aiimanoa 
by dyax^. 

Mr. Akhil Cbaadar DATTA IMatlanaUit) aaid tte preaeat motion nottalaod 
any ficah teao, Ttexe waa ao jaatiBoatiaa far aatting aaide tbair pravioaa daeiaiua. 
Them waa ao am diagvMtag ite fact that, bath pariwiat and aaatmBiial oo a a kte a M aaa 
bad olotead tte real imaa. To aay that tte Mialaian* aalariea were lef aaad out of 
commaaal Uaa waa a perveiitei aC tratiw U had baaa Mated that ivaaaa dic t ated 
thMr vatiag agoiBat tte motion, bat ^ympot^ ate ooatlBMBt impeilad atberwim Aa 
lepicoeataglvca aC the peopla to waa not apea to them to ba ehariiable at tte coat of tlia 
taxpayer. If they did aOk tte apaakcr warned bto Irtoadai tte people would bring a 
cbarcaaf bicaebol ttuMattbeirdoor. Th^ ware oppoaed to dyaioby ate tte Miatoteca 
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ivlho worM lor ti|avekj« Bj ^ MlBiiM' aOiriii for*«O0rlidft poMtfaqr 
wotttdbeeMMopMtoC w fir m thift pvlod ivm oooflvaid. 

Mr. BeiovKHrtoBOBI,B«ini)iiC| odd Ihil br oppond the lenhttioa oa pctodp^ 
hot io ohediawe to pulp dMpUoo he oeotd set ?ete epMait it HewooldbelMum 
inhiidotjril hedidaot poiiitthe hoHomMi el the uotta. One ol the MtaMn for 
wheel their nrmpethj wu wuited had laet jfou liid be woold wuk withool uleiy. 

Two ol the eo-MlBiiiv% the Bo]o el aontoeh ead Hawob VowihoU Ohowdboiy, 
ref Vied to eeoepc the adertee. Tbeieuiotieii wueoiried. 

On the 12TH DBCBMB^ the laet day of the Dweaber B e rt oo^Mr. Dead awfoda 
molotioa oifiiig the Qoferamint to take eul j itepe to man the proper aotboritlee to 
O ff»^ Bale III ol the Beafoi Elcetoial Baleii with a Tiew to leoMfo the praeat diubUiqr 
of the laboaring ohMue to eend their owa eieeted lepneentatifee hj gnotinf ipeoiai 
electoral fiaaobiM to them. The reaolatioa wm ouried. 

Orhainal law Amendauat Act 

Bai CHAUDHUBl (Katiooaiiit) uoied that iiaaMdIate atepe be takea to 

repeal the Beapal Oriaiiaai Law Amendawat Aaof 1PS6. fie gore the followiag reaeoaa 
io lopp^ of hie aiotioo 

(1) It wu a taubaroue legiaiatioo, ahkaowa ia any eifiliied aod leU-gomaiag 
coaatrjc 

(I) It wM aa ofaergeney loeaiiire, bat at pieaeot 00 euergeobj existed. 

(8) The Act had beooBM ao eagiae of eppreieioB. 

(4) It was a BMasaie to terrorise all people who were aot ia the good booksof the 
alLpowerfal Police, ooatrolled by ao irresponsible execatife. 

(6) Prisoners nnder this Act senred long terms of iDpriaonment withont trial. 

(6) The Act had atterly failed to aebie?e its pnrpose. 

(7) In Janaary last, Bir Alexander Maddhaan bad said that it woald be kept only 
so long u pnblio interest demanded and not a day longer. 

Mr. J. M. BEN GUPTA laid that the GoTemmeat adopted the measnre withont 
tackling the root caase of discontent, which wu the desire lor freedom. In attempting 
to stop that desire, the Goremment was following the Government of Bnesia and the 
British Gorerament in Ireland, and he predicted that the mme fate would overtake the 
India Government. As regards the administration of the Act, Mr. Sea Oapta said that in 
Janaary last, Mr. Suymraaath Mitter, a member of the Legislative Coaneil and Mr. 
Snbuh Chandra Bose, Chief Exeoative Officer of the Calentia Corporation who had been 
arrested aader the A^ were transferred from Berbampore to Mandalay Jail. They were 
broaght down to Calcatta oa their way, and detained one night in the dirty Police look* 
np munt for dmnkaids and loafers. That wu certainly not Jutified nnder the Act. 

la Mr. Sen Gapta's opinion, the reauns why they and other prisoners were kept in 
an nnbealtby plau at Mandalay wu that they shoald contract diseases. Some of them 
were snEsring from insomnia, diabates and other diseau. The Jail Saperintcadeat 
behaved in inch a manner that there wu banger-strke. Mr. Sen Gapta knew that his 
wu a cry in the wilderness hat be warned the aatboritiu that they woald notheahle 
to stop the people frohi gaining their freedom. The Government woold go the way of the 
Britiih administration ia Ireland, if they opposed the onwud march of the pupla. 

Sir fingh STEPfiEMSON, in reply, mid that, in spite ol the tortarm and inba- 
manitiu ia jail, the delenaes pimerred jail to Bengal villages, fie said the Government had 
ao intention to stop the desire for freedom hP Ihice. The Government only said it wu a 
mistaken sutbod W try to attain freedom hy The reason why the detenaes were 

tranaferted to MaaMaywuthU it wu desirable thu there shoald he complete Motion. 
The Govemsmnt had, in their poesession, picob d commnnioation between the pilsoners 
inside the ]aU Md terrorists. Binoh the Act wu paased 18 arrests bad been anaie nnder it. 
The reason for detaining the prisoners wu thu the oonspiiahy still effiated. Then still 
existed a party intent apon videnoe. If the Act warn lepuled, then wu every reason 
to beUeve tfaU the main ooupiraby woald swiiHibabk to the oalt of temrina. 

TlieiM««ion wu canied. 85 voting for and 81 against 
The Cbiieil adjoamed dm Mk 
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Budget tor 192S-1926. 

The BOmt mad OriiM Lagliktiva Gooneil mat at Bmtam on tha IfVH FlUtUAUT 
im when the Hoo. Mr. Baehchldeiiancia Biaha (Finaaee Ueaher), to totndaelag the 
Bodget, taid 

The eitiawtef for the earreat flaaaeial jear, ae paoed lait Uaroh, aatioiBatiii aa 
opeaiag bakaoe of Ba. 1,69,6^*05^, inelodiag Ba 89,89,000 to the Ftoaiae laaareaee 
Fend, whieta we can only draw upon for eetaal relief operatioaa, proleotife trrfgatloa 
worki, or other worka for the preeeation of faaaloe, or the grant of loana to agrfoalteriata 
aader the Agrioeltoriata Loaaa Aot or for relief parpoaea. The remainder Ba. 1,87,99,000 
repreaeated the balance which ooald be attliaad. if naoaaaary, for more gaaeiai parpoaea. 
T^ea the aoooaata for 1998-94, were eloaed the aotaal opening balaaoe for the year 
now carrent proved to be Ba, 6,96,000 la cioaaa of the eatiaiate or Ba. 1,76,98,000 to alL 
Acoording to the lateat Ognrea available on leviaed eatimatea ahow a reveaae of 
of Ba 6,81,48,000, ora ahortage of Ba 9,94,000, and aader the head of expenditare from 
reveana an laereeae of Ba 6,09,000; while oar total reoeipu are Ba. 9,98,000 in esoeaa, 
and oar total expenditare ia Ba. 19,66,000 la ex oaaa. The net raaalt ia that, after allowing 
for the inoreaae, to which I have already referred over oar bndgeted opening balaaea^ 
oar cloaing balance ia expected to be Ba 1,86,81,000 or Bt. 8,87,000 below the eatiiBata 

The total Cloaing balance^ now eatlniated at Ba 1,86,81,000 Inoladea, Ba 89,89,000 
of Fealae Inaarance Fond BMniay, leaving aa ordinary balanoe of Ba 1,46,99,000. 
Oar eetiamtea tor the coiaiag year aaaame a levenne of Ba. 6,48,88^000 aad total 
reoeipta of Ba 6,71,49,000. Oa the expenditare aide, exolaaive of new i o h aawa the 
expeadttaie charg^ to levenae ia Ba 6,90,96,000 and the capital expenditare Ba 18.08,000 
or a total expenditare of Ba 6,81L06«000, leaving a aarplna of Ba 88,48,000. Of thia 
lattec amoant, however, Ba. 14,99,000 appertaiaa to the Famine Inaaianoe Fand, and 
the net earplaa, therefore, available for general expenditare ia tbaa ledeoed to 
Ba 17,69,000: 

New Sobemea. 

I now tarn to the proviaion tor new aobeneo In thebndget. It ia Imporolbli to 
propoaaat preaent any lednotion of taxat io n , wbioh, if carried oet, woold aerlOBaly 
afm tor the worae the nation-bnildtog departinaata. Oa the contrary, to fatnre yean, 
if local bodiea do not raiae their own taxation tor development pnrpoa^ aad the preaent 
tendency oonttoaea of expooting Qovemmeat .to bear all the berden of expana^ we 
ahall obviooaly either have to call a halt or aeek after now aonroea of levonoe. Now oor 
ordinary balance ia catimated at Ba. 1,46,99,000 at the end of the enrrent year. At tbo 
beginning of thia year it waa Ba. 1,48,83.000 and at the beginning of 1999-88 it etood 
at Ba. 84,77,000. Tbna; by a oonaervativa policy of hnabonding onr reaonieaa, wo have 
iniaed that balanoe 1^ B^ 61,18,000 to three yeara. In the oiraamatanoea, we lalt folly 
joatlM to taking the view that there waa now no good leoaona for atrivtog doliberataly 
after farther aoeamalationa at the espenae of poatpooing indeOaitely a nambar of aoand 
oehoBMa tor the benedt of the tax-payer. We acoordiagly obtained the approval of the 
Ogvernmeat of India to draw, if neceaaary, on oor total balanoe to the extent of 
Bi, 81^10^000 which Bmana Ba. 16 lakha from oor ordinary bahmoe, eo that we aaay be 
able to apend thia amooatan aaefal prg|ecui. Adding thia Bai 46 lakka freagJilK oidiaaiy 
k a la a oau the total aaoaat available tor new aebemro to the budget ubobbu to 
Be. 69^,000— a truly large aaoaat of more than half a crore. Thia ana boa been 
diatrilmtad between the Beaerved and the Tranaferred aida (exclading AngaJ) aa 
tollowa 

Becarrtog Non-roearrinf Total 

Beaerved 99,000 6,08,000 7,09,000 

Tiaaaierrod 18.48,000 . 8147,000 44,76,000 

89 
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A Ml of Bi. 1.00,000 worn to tho pollQO of whieh Bo. 0,01,000 it for Mldiogt for 
fnntof tbo foM boUir and Bo. 74,000 lo to mpplcoMBt khe otoifo of eloUiliif. Wo 
tevo profldod a forthor veoarrini gtook of Bo. 0 Mf Jonlio for priotorj odnootioa and 
Ba ooo and bait Jakho aon-toeorriiig: towatdo boUdiago for priam ooboolo ; aJw Bo. 
Ay^lOO for toad aoqoWtIon for tbo Im defeifcdUBlYciii^proi^ Under ModioaJ. tbo 
Bon*MBirlng giant of Ba 8 lakbo for aaildiag now dlipcmarico boo been rated to Bei 4 
Jnkhe^ and tho roonrrlng giant for ondioal loUef froa Bo. 0 lakbo to Be. 8 Jakhn Under 
Pttblio Boaltb wo bare for tbo next year aado a opwial addition of Bo. 8 half lakbo to 
tbo aanaal giant of Bo. 46,000 for miol water eappl j in order to enable a deteraiaed 
a t te ap t to get ahead with thio eery neoeoiaiy and beneficial icfora. Under Indnatria 
wobafo inovlilod Bn 86,000 for a dooiMetiation aateh footorj at Patna and a generooa 
OBB of Bo. 6 lakbo for loaao nadcr ibe State Aid to Indnattieo Aet. Under Gif il Worko 
wo haeo iaoladed two itooM of Bo. 40^000 each towaido two anoh needed bridgeo oeor 
tho Bbargori and Baiabalang riven in the Pnri and BaJaono diotrieti, reepeetivoly. 

After tbo Finance lfoabor*o otateaent tbo difierent beada of the Bndga were intio- 
daood bf aeabon in charge of dopartoMBto. 

Bottlah Ooart of Waido. 


On tbo 16TH FBBBUABT, dioonaioB wao laoaaed of tbo non-ofileial leoolntion that 
a Ooaaittoo bo oonatitated to onqaiio into the* working of tho Conrt of Waido, 
Btetioh Bitato^ with opreial reference to tbo otmined relatua between the Court ox 
Wardo and tbo Bottiab Municipality. Hie Bxoollenoy Sir Henry Wheeler wao preo^t 
in tbo diotingalahed Yioiton* Oallory for part of tbo proeeedingi. 

Mr. Hari Shankor Sinba aupported tbo reeolution. 

Nr. Morrioon oppooed the reoolution on the ground that no caoe had been made 
ont for tbo appointaont of a Joaunitteo of Bnqniiy and it wao not * tbo proper reaedy 


to appfo ^ oonnoction. 
£. Fo 


Foley in bio ‘oporcb dealt with each ipcdfic allegation and oaid that the blame 
atteo hod to tho onaagooMnt of tbo Bottiab Court of Wardo. 

Sbon Bahadur Kawabada Aohiafnddin Aboad oppooed the reoolaion oboerving 
that it wao not tho function of the Loghdatifo Coondi to interfere with oxeontivo 
adaintefatioB and tho proper reaedy nw the in)nrtei alleged to bare been done to eoao 
Congrea workoro and Mnnidpal Conuniaioaoro wao to go to tbo law couito and deaand 
lidM of their alleged grieeanoeai Ho concluded ** Heio ie a lad epectaelo of Bwaia)te 
annleiBali^ giving ovideaw of a epirit of intolerana which io a aneb oppooed to 
their lofty notiono and ideao of demooimtic govomaeat.*** 

Nr» Sri Malayan Sabay wpperting tho reeolutifa, obarvod that the right of the 
Logiolativo ConneU to enquire into tbo conduct of a eubordiaale oAca wao unquoaionod 
and houMte tho n e o ea lty of an enquiiy. 

Nr. Nadan oppooed: the leodution on conetitutional gronndo and eaid that it wao 
Mgjjft^btguidod by inooponoiblo aUegattono aado by two or throe aenteCa of 

Nr. Haaaend,, Chief Socfclaiy, oaM' tbat tbo debate bad at teat aeriod tbo noeful 
paffMof preoaaiagbefofOthoaaBilluaiihatingoaaiplo of wbat a Swaiajint Couneil 
wanid bo HI tho daya when SwaialgOfomaaBt caaw. Ho tbon dealt with each aproific 
alItgiMfta aado againet tho aanegaianr of the Bottlah Oourt of Wardo and tfawed 
that they weaontirefy unfroeand aafoanded. Aa to the aavor*o laaark that Mr. Gandhi 
wianfaqrthi«wdinan,iftoChlel Beeataiyaidthnt ho agaed with hiiA He had. had 
tia pleaaa of workiag with Nr. Qandht Ho had ooao aador hie iaftaonee^ ho had 
waited hjaaegaeHea and hie anoetfiohnea, and in one aatter ho wao nttorly at one 
vfth hteu No dM all foe oharkha opfohlag.. Tl^ had a pinvefb in.Baglaad which 
oaM: •Saten Sadi oaooaloehlBfaiifl tor idJt hando to do and Nr. Gaarthi thoaghi 
that Nlha mm who follawed him were not oaoapiod in optentaio they woald git into 
a ieo h fif. Vha enaHf aontinaod: « Bo lot thca lam to oharkha, let thea aako as 
Mokbbaddwaatteyoanandallit aa cheaply aottoy can, hat do na tot thca aoae 
fia Itew Ufinaila and opin their fooUih and ridloaloBaynm% which they do not believo 
gfaawthe r “ “ ““ 


eaadwhfohiheyl 


I Cocnefi will not bolh^** fCboeal 


tetkchcpodlhiN iht Nanlolpcl < 
k Md eiStte hannony with Ha I 


cf the Gaait cf Waidi^ 
d with dclailo of ' ‘ 

cf Bettfoh woaM ehcir achange 
tef tha Coent N Weiidi In carrying 
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The Aiicait Seiaioii • 


3»r 


Wh« MdOrl*ifi||W*Uf®OowMaalBMOhi«ithtlftH 
bMtaMbrfora the Hmt wm the elMtioa'eC the PMdmi. 
JjotWi Ohaata BlMittieh>i|a> (aomiaatad Miber npruiwMai the 
1 eonmaai^ haTiag withdimwa hii oaadMatare thaia wan aalj cwa 
Ktea Bahiwlar Shwaia MabaaMd Noor ami fUl Bahaiar DaarkTMath. 

Aar Sh«ra)a HahaoMd Noor aaoaiad ATfoiaib 4ai Bahadar Dwalka Nath 

iMlsrlSfolM. 


Oa thaHTH AUBUBT Khaa Bahadar Sh«a)a Mahoiaod Noor paMidad ofor.tha aHat> 
lagilthaOaaBOil,hia alaotlon hatiag baaa appiatad bj tha Oofataor. 

Tha fbaoidaBt Nin aaaoaaoad tha fonaatioa ol a panel of ohainaaa tor tha.aarfaat 
Bi rt i a Oi a a iHini of Ms. Bii Naaa Bahay, Baba Baa Naiayaa Miam, Hr. F. M. U 
Wnrriaa aad Bai Bahadar P, a LaM Ohoadhry, ^ ^ 


SappleaBBtarj 'Qiaali. 

Mr. A A Ooillaa natad that a tapplaaMatary f rant of Ba 6,000 aadar Bdnoattoa 
(Bmnoif tor a a aooad a r y dieeat grant to aoa-Oofamment Barapaaa aad Aaglo-ladian 
aahoo l i i hOB-raenrrlng, beaaented to. The grant ie the Qoferaaant contribatioateaartti 
tha alaotrle iaatallation of Bt. Joaph'i Oonrant Behool, Baakipnr. 

Baba Nriahaa Ballabh Sahay (Swaraiiet) oppa^ the motion on the giaandOhat it 
woald mean praleraatial tiaatment to Anglo-Indian boya 

Bir Hngh MePhoraan refatad tha aeoertion aad eaki the GjaenataBt ima paopaiad 
to proTida alaatrie iaatallatioa to Indian adaoational inetitationa by maatiag two4hlida 
of the ooot of any aaoh aeheiaa that might be propoaad after they had IL 

The amtion waa agreed to. 

Mr. roUiaa than piaaditad another anpplamantafy grant of Be. 71401 aaBar OKtt 
Worhi (Tranefarrad) for the aaqaialtian of a faetoiy lor the eatabHahment of an agrtoaltaial 
lana. Tha aite woald be more oonreniently aitoated than the Bepaya farm aad the 
load aad baildiaga ooald be parohaoed for the amoaat of the grant. It waa pnoaead to 
pat forward a oohanM for a baflalo braediag farm oa tha Bepaya aite. 

Baba Jalaewar Faiaad oppaaed the motion and atatad that NmBepajfafHrm ooald 
adoQaately aerfe their oarDoom. 

The motion waa altimataly raieotad by 54 to 10 fotaa. Other maHaaa won agimd to 
and tha Connell adjoamad till next day. 

Oa the SIST AUOUBT, tha Ooaadl la-amembliag, after iatarpallatiooo tha wmalnliw 
eight motiona for eapplemantary dOBMDds for granta wen broagbt forward.’aad oarrlod 
withoat oppoaition. 

Legiilatife baaiaeN oonriatad of the Bihar aad Oriaaa Mlniim BettlmaMi CAmaad- 
BNBt) Bill, 1916, and tha Chota Nagpur Barai Polioe (Amaadmant) BiU, IMi. 


B. A 0, Mining Sattlaamata (Amend.) BUI. 

The Hon. Oannh Dottn Bingb, iatrodaeiBg the firm-naaMd Bill, aaid that it mommti 
to a m aa d tha Miaii^fBattieBmnttAot in Older to peovida that tha Jharia Miam Baaid of 
Health could hoop the balaaom of Uo faad ia apy baak or braaoh baak aaodata 
Ooveramoat tioaoaiy. The motioa wao adopted. 


Cbota-Nogpar Barai Poliee Amoad. BiU. 

Sir Hugh MePbeiaoe, iatrodaoing the Ohota Nagpar Baial Pilioo i 

1916, Nid the BUI teferred to the problma of doaUag with arimo ia the 

adaiag ana had beoome a happy hontiag giaaad for ortadnale, aad tthadleaghOMt 
pMa that the aaoieat wateh aad ward tjMem of raial ladia wao hma an aaaahmftm. 
The t onad y propoaed la thaBill waatoaabatitatafarthaasiBtiiNohaalEidaNaoaaftaha- 
Jaiy fane whihh woald be diodplhMd aadm the Polioe Aot, aad to loff ftoai tho 
oauMn ooBoor n od aooatribotioato«atdithoostiaooit,moNor leNonalwthtaneBaf 
whiah might bo kfkdaador tho proMBt Chota Nagpar FoUnAot. The lam Jadm of tha 
OOM woald bo Biaridid from tho pabiteNNBBN. • 

The mmoK lapmenliag tho ladhai Mlaiag BodmaUoa raind aaamai polalB 
niPURMbig|^aiiiiaan,aa^ to infer tho iBu to 

Mr. D. M. M e d ia (lapnaantiag tha Inda tt ria l latamli) oppaw d the wommm. i 
that it wee meat taoppor taa e to lory a tax at tha pr ii nt time oa the oeal indaitnr. 

The amaadmaar itr n i m o B W of the BUI ta aaftaat niwarnmii waaiaaljyt 
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Oe tte IITB AUGUST loir ■imaiionhi to thi SlMdtef Oidnt ol tiM BStar tad 
OiIho LofUatlvf CoiaoU wm movad aid reterad to o Boloet Cowwltteo ol tlio 
Boom to bo loroMd lotor, sad two tam^iMBtofy d a ito ml o lor gniili wool dloeoiMd. 
Both woM tOboB dioiiBdii ooo for tho oorntrootta ol qoaiufo lor oM^fdwo ol tho 
l4fldilfoiCoBBeU*ilBoBOhlCDoraado)aadtiMOthorlortho eonotnotlQB ol a lOoideDoe 
te the OMo l B io fo t n y at Baaohi. 

TboM dooioodi woro tnooght forward hf the Qovmmeiit to bmoI the dwMMl for tho 
impiraoooauBodatio&of BMttbefiol Legiilati?e OoaaeU, ai la tho pretioii 70110 the 
•qaarton piofod iaiafieieat for the porpoee. 

Sir Ha|h MoPbeiooB, in aaUag tho Hooie toaooept thoiedinaadii obeerfed that the 
fWMfal ooBoloiioa arrived at bv the Hoaiiag Committee^ whieh met tho Oaj before wai that 
thej ihoald baild oae aet of qoartera of a loperior boag^dow patters at Baaohi. The 
poneat Cbkl Beeretar 7 ^ Hooie ihonld alao be takes ooer aad atiliaedy partly for the 
loaldeBoe of the Preheat of the Coonell aad partly for a boatal or oomoios roon for 
aaombera; alao two bloeka of qoartera ahoold be bnilt for awmberay oae oa the linea of 
tho csiattag B type qoartera and .otberi of the dak*boagalow type 00 the aite on which 
tbopreaeat Chief Beeretary^a Hooae aloody and whieh wai rery near the Scoretariat. 
Thif woold Involve the oonatmetfon of a new hooae for the Chief Beoretary, which it waa 
propoaed to boild at Baaehi. 

The motion for a* eopplementary grant for the oonatrootion of qoarteri formembera 
•of the Coonoll wao lejeetedy ai alao the aeooad token denmad for the oonatrootion of a 
le^denoe lor the Chief Seoretazy. 

Inigatkm Faoilitiea. 

On the S7TH AUGUST the Conncil laaueinblcd todiaeoaa non-offieial reaolotiona whieh 
were jporoiy of loohl Intereat. 

* &oaiar Baiivaraajan Praaad Sinha moved a reaolotion nrging the conatmotlon of an 
IrrigiAioB oaaal from eome suitable river in the Bhaboa aob-diviaion in the dlatrict of 
Shababad. 

The Hon. Mr. 8. Sinha. for the Oovemment, stated that a aoheme for irrigation faoilitiea 
to that part bad been under the oonsidciationof the Government for aometime paat. The 
oeat of a tentative aoheme regarding a leiervoir in that area was eetimated at aboot 
Bia. 81 lakba. If it were poaaible a provision for it woold be made in the mot Bndget. 

Tho reaolotion waa oltimately adopted by the Coonoil. 

Another reaolotion aiking tor the introdnetkm of legislation with a view to requiring 
the previooa opprovol of the Coonoil to o revision of eonal water rates waa carried in 
opita of Government opposition. 

Land Bent in Criiaa. 

Mr. Jagahaadbo Sinha moved that the rent on certain lands in Orina be not enhanced. 
The BMVir aaid that the paying eapaeity of the tan-payer waa not taken into aoooont by 
the Government in ad]iiating rcnti^ 

Sir Hogh MePbrrton for tbe Government in opposing the motion aaid that Orija 
lyoti bad bea aympatbetioally treated by tbe Government and tbe aaieaiments imposed 
were very moderate. There was no part of tbe Provinoe on which the Government had 
apcai BMN far improving agricnitnre than Oriaia. Tbe rraolntfam waa nltimately negativid. 

Aaotber lesplotion for appointing Hindi and Urdu reporters to record the Yema- 
onlar debalN ol the Coonoil was omrried. 

august SSTH ww the lost day of the aotomn aesiion ‘ol the Bihar and Oriaaa 
Lrgialativo Coonoil. 

la view ol tbe sjmpotbetie reply of the Oovemmeat Mr. Moboiok All withdrew bia 
rcsolotiOB aigoidiiig closing of nohlle ofloea, oDoria and* edneational mititotioiia for 
ibree fooeeiaive days after the S9th of Bamm ffasting month.) 

Anolhariesototioa moved hy Mr. Bameabwar Prasbad Smgh demanding tbe repro- 
•eaiatlOB of -Ae Legislative Council and local .bodiei on the Tbit Book Committee for 
Pnmaiy aad Beoohdary Bdooatioa woe adopted witboot 0 diviik». 

Tkta complotad dm bnainoaa ol tho aomioa ood dm Coaadl waa praMgsod. 



C. P. Legislative Council 

Goveinof’s Opeiiiag Speech. 

Sir UoBtam Bate, addififig Um Ctnirnl Piotinett Legialaliae Gooneil oa the 8BD 
▲UQUBT Mild ttue when be laet addiwnd them be appealed to the CoiBoUlori lot their oo* 
opeeatiee, parttcafaurly in the dinetion el flneneiBg nation-lMllding projee U . The Conaeil, 
Mid Hii BioelleiMij^ Mel him mom then halt nmj 1^ eotiiic the gremer part of the demanda, 
and he reco gnje ed that a leaf wae better than no bmad, and that tniee-qaartera waa 
better atUl. Hie Baeelleaqr enpm aae J hie thanke in peraony and Mid that bit Qovern* 
ment appwelatod thia change of attitad«i 

Alter paying a tribnte to the^eera of Hia Government Sir Mentaga narrated the 
atepa taken by him after the laat Ooaneil aemion. Hia Government withdrew the 
apemi inatraetiona to the Dietriet Ofleera to take active atepa to explain the action of 
the Oonnoil in refnaing to vote aoppliea. Aa regarda . the holding of Dietriet Darbare, 
Hia Hnellen^ aaeared them that he weald not delegate thia dnty to any anbordinate 
offloer. 

After explaining the farther atepe taken by the Government to amet the wiebea of 
the Ooaneil, Sir Montagn Bntler Mid : ** 1 bad hoped when the laat aeeaion ended tn 
lay before yoa onoe mom a deatand for the Miniatera* aalariea, and 1 continaed itrong in 
thia hope antil recent eventa ohanged, for the time beiag, the pditioal atatoephere. From 
the itateamniaaMde pabliely hj the reapenaible leadera of the dominant party amonget 
yoa M reported in the Pram it hae been made to appMr that their preaent policy ia to 
narnem the pdlitieal fatam of thia Pmvinoe to Bengal. Whether thia la ao or not, and 
whether, if it ia ao, the policy la a wiae one in the intereeta of thia Provinoe, 1 am nor 
eoneerned to argae. It la for yon yoaradvea to jndge whether oar Provinoe hM had ao 
mnoh politieal edncation in the poet aa to be able to afford to neeleet the preaent oppor- 
tanity for galaing politieal experienoA My daty ia to fooe the preaent aitoation. 
ObviMaly, if yoa do not want yoaiaelvea to adminiater the wide range of Mbieeta inoladed 
under the Tranaferrad bead, it ia idle for me toaak yoa to vote aalariea for the Miniatera 
d year ovrn ohooaing to bold the portfoUoa. At the aametinw, | wiah to make it elMr 
.hat the ^lakm ia yoaii^ and not mine, and that the reapooaibility for the reurdatioa 
if the poUtloal piegieee of the Province ia wltL yoa, and not me or my Oovernment. We 
save aettled. therefore, to oome to no deoiaioa on the qaeation of pramating a demand for 
ho Minialan* aalariee antil yoa have bad a ohanoe of oonMltiag together and formalating 
inal opinioae. We are ready, nay anxioaa» to aee yoa take np year rMponaibilitiea, and 
will pat forward a demand lor aalarko nest Satnrday, or aoeae aabeeqaent day in thia 
aeaaien, provided we get a lead from yon. To tbia 1 propoee to invite m leadera of the 
doBBinant party amongat yon to confer with me daring the next few daya in order to 
bear from them at diet hand what are their wiahea.** 

Late Mr. C. B. Dm. 

After the Goveraor*a addram Mr. TOmbe, the Preeident, nmde a referaaee to the 
death of Mr. C. B. Dm and wm followed by Dr. Moonje, SwaraJIat leader, Mr. *8. M. 
ChitnavlA Liberal leader, and Sir Bertram Staaden on behalf eC tbe Oovenuaent. The 
Conneil then premeded with tbe Interpellatlone, ol wbieh there wem S7t. 

Sir Bertmm Stnnden next moved thM In view of tbe reaBlmlen by the Gowunent 
ef Indin of Be. 9 lakbe ont of the Provineinl oontribatSen eeme epeelBed nppreprintlone 
bo made and that ei^pkamnlaiy demdnde he priMnled lor tbe enme whloh oaa be epent 
on tbeepediedohlBOiiiBthe onrmnt year, Xsoepting Be. 85,000 for the ooaetrnetion 
and improvement of fereet rmd, tbe rmt ef tbe ameant will be apent an tbe TraMferiad 
Departmenta, aaoh m edaoatkm and madieal rellat Ovar Ba 4 half lakha have baan 
in A dad for the premotloa ef edneatlon oM of wbieh Ba. 55,000 will ba given to tho 
uidvMilty Library and Ba. 1,50,000 to the 8oitBM Oolfoge hoatel and lU 1 baU lakha 
for thiM high lehoala la Bcmr, nt Bnldaan, Morai and Baalm. 

On thaOTH AUGUST only aneimportiiat rcaolntioB wm saaaaAthat an Adviaory Board 
bo onnalttnlad to advlM tha Qmmmmmt In the mleetion el Honomry MaglaUmm, Oa 
ikiOih AnipaSiivMlatienafmieeBthepopar, bnt m little iatanat wm tahea fa the 
paaoaadfoga thM ao km thaa 17 movera wmo abaeat aad tha amjerlty ef motlona 
worn vrBadmwa M mm afkr a abort eiplanatiim fioM the O ovar ameat , Two were 
paaaod, oat letattag to aa taarmaa of the pay of Aakotaat Medloal OSfoara aad tha otkar 



510 


C. K LBGISLATIVB COmiCIL 


90 IkmmA M UMmn. 


Ob Iki YTB AOOUBT 8ir B«laHi OlMritaB. Btf e e fcilMr, aaatBMai tkit im 
MitoMM 0 C clM BB a mriLlB f gifw fei Mt i ddii 10 tht OoBBell 0B the lid 
AQgMt, te OefMor ia fUid Dx. lleiBjib Mr. lighefiBem B 00 Bod Hr. 5. QL 
Sta 0 | 0 ide 10 eeafer wltb htoi. :fhe mmUt^ teoh vS^m os the ith bhI ith 
IDf. Meenle ead ifi; BegbiveBdim B 00 tm iBwIUfaig te loeept edbe lad Mi; B. 0. 
StaBiide lepw i BBt e d thit the Benr eaelMi aren aot VMiiUlBg te a eee m hat did aot 
thinkthitB eteble MhUitij fPoaU MBdtiBd ee deeHaedL ia the nInwitaiinBi 110 
dfBBBd wm be pneeBted t0«Ofi«ir for BriariM te Mtidet^ 

Mr. BaifhaieBdiB Baeb OwaoiileL med te leaeo to iaMaae a BUI to aaMBd the 
Mtmidpalitiee Aat, the Obieet of whieh le to dlaqMl^j Heneiaip Magietaetee fioei 
etaiidli4; te e le et t iB, aetoetioB or iwlBartiwi ae ■eaiheM eC a MaaleipiU Oeauaitlee. 
Another olanae ie Intended to etend the dIetwUltylag pvlod ot tepneoBaMBt tern 
ifs to Bfepeafa 

BIr Jt Jctbif Bom Meater, epfoeed the BUI and peteted ont that the deeeiaaat 
partjtetheQoBneUateedhiaeaaeidthieBIUtolMpoat mb who wen fBOOBnoient 
and embemeeing do theee In their rleethnia Be waated epeelilo Inetaneee eC Honoiarj 
Magletintae who .had nndaijr lataaBaeri or wtherwhe Inteiteod with ekMUeBe hetee 
dieqnalifjriBg.aad diefranehleiBg thoat 

On the ITfl AU0UBT after taterfeUaHene the Pneidimt leiernd to the naeKpeeted 
death of BIr Bnandia Math Baam^. Bir Bertnai Bhndent Me. P. B. Bi^midia Bao 
and Mr. fl. ICOhltaaele aeeeehited thianeetM with aaenpiaeeloB of grief and anattaiedln 
brief the aebteeanala of the departed taadea. Then the jcaoIntkM nored bj Mr Bertram 
Btanden legardlng the a p propri a tleB of I lehhe ngaiding eertalB epeeifle parpoee waa 


Mr. Xeihe ameed ea aenndewnt that the pievialoa te aa esteaeaeaeC theeeataal 
Meaeamat Magpar be oailttid. BlrBortnaioppaMthe ameadawat oa the gnead that 
BBoney wet leqniiad te good porpoeti Mx. IL M. Chteavla aatmed the hoaae that the 
moaej tree needed, fheamendaniit waefattavotenM leethp It roteeagMaaiM rotee. 

An anmidment ataod in the Hnee «f Mr. D. K. H. iEaae thnt luired ef a giant 
for the Unifeieitj IdbanwAt Be. MiOBI fhe mno ant ehonld he glren for tho Intiednetfcm 
of oompnlf 017 primef odaoation. Tide taat withdrawa. The grant wee nied. 

Mr. O. 6 . Gopta awnd and Mr. Ibater Ghhedllal eaeoaded that giant of Ba 110,000 
to the Bolenoe ColUad Mteel, Magpnr be mdnoed hj Bo. 71,006. Mr. B, H. Bamtt 
oa behnlf of the Ooooennent oppoeed the mothm on thegra^ that it wan piopoied 
to make It an entin and eelf-oontalned oaUege wbkh woaM lean peemeie on 
the Morrit Hlelop O a B eg e i . The imendmnt wee pat to role and loat. Another 
amendment of Mr. B. fl. Beokett to Inanaee the grant tern 1 and a* hail lakhe to 
Ba lOAOOO waa pat to vote and deeinnd tet. The anm of Ba 60,000 for tke aided 
Anglo-vemnonlar Bobool In Beiar and Ba te manaal taming in Bear were 

TOted. Mr. O. B.QaplnpnpMd that the earn of Ba 60^000 be added to appropriation of 
Be. 1,60^000 pxopoaad for teae High Behoole to Bear. Sir. K. P. Panda oppoeed the 
gaat and nbined to the Injteina of the Bha Committoe ipport which deprind the 
pooplo of the Cental Proiinfloa of eemal nd i ae wn tm. After aoM anre apeedhea in 
wUdh tboie wne good deni of nmailHng between idahae of Bear tad Coatiml Pteriaoea 
the M»pro|WiatliB waa pat to fOtBaad dcoinred eatfled. 

The OonaeU aent diaeomad .other applearaaiy gaate oofored hjr appropriathm. 
Then wmo tl aawmdmimti ta the nnlatioB ftpiding the aUoeatimi of I lakha 


rTiiYTTi hf the Genraamat of India hot nMmatelj after pw t n etad and nnia- 
terea^ dtenmiaa laating te B haaia the Bonn roted te all damada iadnding 
extn daaaaA, of te 60^000 te one h%h aehool at 1^. Another daanad of Ba. 
4M0B0 to So fina to Magpnr MamWiialitj m kwn lor improveanat el wnter die- 
tribatioa MtM tad axtanaioB of naagt ana waa tin pn^ withont oppoiitioii. 
The Oonam aoit fotad te l•00^000 nate Iho head MfU worka tiaiwieried. 

At the Olon of tha jioonMilaigi the pn a i da Bt ndand 9101 agnt thehnpendiag 
nttfemeatolair BertnaefcadeBaadoamamtidMi good qnoUtiee of head aad heart 
•cipMiaUj bit hapanial a ert tea aa Inder of Iho hoaae. tea a Mooaieoabehalf of 
bli paxlgr liOlpnaBtod wMi the teUag. 

%a Baa*bli mWmmrn opteh^ npliad tad thanked tha mnaben of the hoaae 
fotOMlr oompa nt iM i . He aaid Im an anl^ aaqr aanh aonj tehaeohii OBaaa 

t he nmal the beat aaat of the Ufa. ThaGonaoU 
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FOBTIETH SBSSION OF THE 

Indian National Congress 

CAWNF0RB-r26TH DBCBMBBR 1925 

The Opening Dmy 

Ths 4(Hh session of the Indian National CongrsM oommsoosd on the 
26ih December afternoon in a spacious pandal. Derations were simple. 
Khaddar was, as usual, extensively used. Portraits of Leaders on the dais 
were those of Mahatma Gandhi, Ix>k. Tilak, Pt. Malaviya, Deshbandhu Dae 
and Pt Motilal. Oil paintings of Deshbandhu C. R. Dm and Lok. Tilak 
were prominently placed. Unlike other sessions mottos were few and 
taken from quotations of pithy sayings of various leaders—*' Be Honest - 
(Gandhi) “ End or Mend "—(Deshbandhu) "Deeds not Wotds (Lajpatrai) 
"Home Rule is *our Birthright (Tilak). The main motto in front of 
the dais declared "Unity is Strength.*’ Delegates and visitors began to pour 
in from 12 noon. Lady delegates and visitors were quite numerous. 

Great Confusion. 

At 1*30 a considerable stir was caused by Ajmere-Merwara l>eles»tea 
try ^ lo orce their way into the pandal They numbered about sixty anc! 
held thee selves entitled to attend the Congress in defiance of the OongreM 
Subjects Committee’s ruling invalidating their election. A large number of 
volunteers had to be collected to prevent the onrush. Doors were barred 
and volunteers armed with lathis formed a cordon. Still the Ajmer delegates, 
who had determined to fight rhoir way in. continued to press and refused to 
disperse in spite of porsuaHion by the volunteers who cried " no violeoee 
please ’’ But Mr. Arjunial Sethi, leader of the Ajmer delegates, lay aoK.j the 
entrance and a few delegates of other provinces in their buriy to get in 
trampled upon him. By this time the pandal wae packed though uot very 
fully. After some time the rush was controlled and the Ajmere delegatea 
were kept out Aijuulal Sethi soon regained consciousness but aoo^er 
Ajmere delegate bad to be taken out m he also wanted to force in. 
Some minor injuries were reported in two or three caees. 

By 2*30 the .leaders arrived in a prooessiou, the band pUying.* Puidib 
Motilal entered first with Lala Lajpat Bid on bis right Dr. Murarilal oiM 
next with Moulana Abul Kalam Asad. Mabatma Gandhi’s appeamnoe waa tim 
occasion for shouts of " Qandhikijai " and next eame in onler MmnUaif. 
Mahomed Ali, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu. Mr. M. B. Jayakar, Mr. S. Srluivaag 
Iyengar, Mr. J. N. Sen Gupta, Maulana Sbaokat Ali, Mr. V, J. Paliil 
Mr. Vallabhai Patel, Shiva Prosad Gupta, Rigendra Protad, Doetor Amiri, 
Mr. PurshottamdM Tandan, Mr. Rail Ahmed l^wai, Swami ShmdbaoaDd and 
Mr. N. C. Kelkar. A number of distioguMlied persom were oo the daia. Oror 
a doseu European ladies and gentlemen were present ifidadiiif If r. and 
Mrs. HnUoy and Dr. Rutherford, and Mias Slade. Dr. Abdur Bahaman had 
40 
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«lihN atmbm oi tie Soolb Afrioiii fodka Daputriaon ware alio on the dai^ 
The ofebnr Indko \md 0 n praMot inslnded Mamhi Idiwar Snmn* 1^. 

Nttih Eatja, C. V. 8 ., Naniinba, Mr. Mohamad Safee» Elan Bahadur 
teafrai Hmaain Khan* Mr. C. S. Banga Ijar. Mr. Dnni Chand, Mr. Bamoha. 
Mr. Daapnanin Singh* Lab Hanaraj. Dr. Efyed Mahtamd, Mr. A. Rangatwami 
Iyengar* Mr. Prakaaam* Mr. Abhyanher* Dr. Mooigi, Mr. Oangadhar Bao 
IMiphaade* Sipami GoTiodram* Mr. Qoawami. Mr. Chamanlal and Mr. D. P. 
Sinha. 

Proeaedinga began at 8-45 P.M. The pandid waa padrad to oveiHoir by 
orar ftftaan thonai^ l^pla. Only the Ajmara^Marwar gallary waa raoant 
The proaaadinga began with national aongi all atanding. After Yiahuu Digambar 
and othara had aang* Dr. Mnrarilal dalirarad hia a^aaa aa Chairman of the 
Baaaption Oommittaa. Ha narrated the diffioultiaa put in their way by the 
aathoritiaa and daelared that non-oo-oparation waa not dead but had taken 
Sm root Ha took fifteen mioutaa to dailTar hia apaaoh. The following ia the 
anmmary of hia addraaa. 

Chatrman'a Addieaa 

In the oonraa- of bia apaaoh Dr. MUBARILAL aaid that at the 
time of axtandiog inritation to Cawnpora they had great hoj^ 
attd high aapirationa about aooording a raeaption befitting the dignity 
of the rapraaentatiraa of the National Aaaembly* but combination of oauaea 
atood in Uiair way. Baaidaa diffioultiaa which faced the country they had to 
oontand with local diffioultiaa. After referring to daatha of Mr. C. R. Daa and 
& Surandra Nath Banaijaa ha mantionad the Hindu-Mualim tanaion which in 
Cawnpora howarar lad to no untoward happaninga. The Opponanta of Indian 
VMomi pr o g raaif aaaing their temporary waaknaaa, had begun to jtalk dia- 
pairini^ of their ^licy and programme, but they had not graapad the full 
aigiufioanaa of their peaceful mathoda of work. Mutual raoriminationa had 
lad many a aaaaonad aoldiar to relax hia interact in healthy national aetivitica. 
Their workara ware handiaappad for want of adequate financial aid owing 
to dapraoaion in trade. The aoonoigio policy of Goyarnment waa one of 
Iqartlam and arual exploitation. Organiaad pillage of the diaarmad nation 
bad undermined their manhood and the deadly aril of poverty had made the 
Jiraa of milliooa unbaarabla. Daapita theaa and aaTarml other diaoouraging 
iaotora like obtaining aita for Congram they worked undaunted and thera 
waa iba Blkoii trial which hadanatohad away many of their ardent and aineera 
i^orkara, many of whom had not bean even admitt^ to bafl. Tboaa inoidenta 
painfully reminded them of the low yalua that waa attaohed by bureaucratic 
^Tammant to tiliair righta of liberty and citiianahip but ha waa confidant 
wbout the iuaoam of their atruggla. The goapal of non-co-operation had 
^hahi> ofMhair frightful terror coercion and intimidation. To aay that 
Iba moTamant waa dead waa to ignore facta. They might hare temporary 
aat-haaka but atjno diatant data the moyamant would bear fruit. 

After the Cffipirmaa'a Speech Dr. Abdur EAHAMAN, leader of the South 
Afrka Indian Deputation, in a aluwt apaaoh aaid the Deputation waa praaanting 
80 one of the graataat woman of the world (Mra. Naidu) her photo. The 
South African Indiana had giyan India the greataat bring man (applauae). 
“MahatmeP bahwia to ua (applauaa). Mra. Naidu alao balonga to ua. You 
win haya to giya ua at laaat ana of the two to go to Sooth Africa and fight 
«ur hattlai If we taka the gr aa t aa t woman of India we are laaring behind her 
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pholocimphio tiMft.joanajlookilR Aiidbtf^^ Wa pmeol tUi phoRt? 
to our rnothor ood'oiir aunt in tokan of Ioto of tha Sont h Afrmo InAani ” 

MtssAoia OP Stkpatht 

Mr. Oirdhari Lai than raid tha foltowiog mmu^u raoaiTad from amioant 
paiaont wiabing laooom of kha CongroM 

Sgta. Basanti Debi (wkiofr of Mr. C. B. Daa) aakad tha Praaidaiit to 
light np undying fira and lot tha united nation riaa out of amouklariog aahaa 
purified and atrong. India’a freedom’a battle muat be made a wor^y fight 
for which Deshabandhu Daa gaTO hia life and for which two hundradiof 
their aona were . abiding their time behind priaonrbara. 

Dr. Rabindranath Tagore requeated Mra. Naidu to direct the Gongreaa 
to lore and aerrice to the cradle of the people. The great mother’a milk for 
her children had run dry through poverty, ignorance, diaeaae and diaunion. 
where life waa waning and light of joy waa nearly extinct. 

Mr. E Chakravarti urgd a policy by which to conaolidate national foroaa 
and make national demand irreaiatable. 

Mr. 0 . Vyiaraghavachari (Salem) auggeeted the oonatitotion of a com* 
mittee for drafting Indian conatitution to be adopted in a apedal aeaaion 
of the Gongreaa. 

Mra. Annie Beaant wired : *' May Gongreaa be guided by you abng tho 
path to Home Rule by union of all partiea who work for India'a freedcnn and 
TOTive her aplendid paat.” 

Hon. Mr. Q. S. Khaparde wanted Mra. Naidu to reatore the Gongreaa 
to ita truly politioal character with reaponaive eo*operation aa the aettled 
policy. 

Loud Sinha aincerely hoped there would be great gathering and a auocaaa* 
ful aeaaion. 

Mr. Jinnah aaid the immediate iaaue waa aeonring the reriaion of tho 
preaent oonatitution> but any action of principle of direct action would bo 
fraught with aerioua oonaequeneea and imperil political advance. 

The Indian Gongreaa Gommittee of Nairobi aaid. unleaa the whole of 
India waa united and attained Swing* nil efforta to aecure equal atatua for 
Indiana in Britiah coloniea and foreign countriea wonld be futile. 

The Thmavaal Indiana through thmr committee naked the Gopgiieae 
to aupport the South African Deputation. The Pretoria Britiah In&naT 
AaaodMaon made a aimilar requeat 

Hon. Syed Raaa Ali from Maritabnrg wired appealing lor modifieation 
of the conatitution to admit all partiea. 


The PresidentUI Address 

Mil. Ssioiini Nsidq, the feral Indisa lady to piseids ofsr die Netjeesl 
Congieae, then proceeded to fkb roatrum and received a great ovation, flks 
epoke for over an hour extempore. Her printed addreaa no doubt briefip 
covered moat of what aha aaid* but ahe apbke at the apur of Ac BMUMOt 
without raetriatiag to kngnase need is the addraaa. SU kept tte audfeseo 
•peD-bouiid. The fdowiae lathe full Uxt of her Addiem:-- 
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** Friends— W«re 1 to nuieaek idl the treasarisi of homaa laDgnage I fear 
1 eboold fail to dieoover words of adequate power or beaii^ to translate 
my deep and complex emotion in acknowledging the signal hononr yon have 
done me» by entrusting to my unskilled bands the high burden and respoD" 
sibility of so exalted an office, which for two score years has been ennobled 
by the ^brilliant and memorable achievement of my distinguished prede* 
oessors both of our own and of alien race. I am fully aware that you have 
bestowed upon me the richest gift in your possession, not merely as gracious 
recompense for such trivial service as I may have been privileged to render 
at home or abroad ; but rather in generous" tribute to Indian womanhood 
and as token of your loyal recognition of its legitimate place in the secular 
and spiritual counsels of the nation. In electing me to be the chief among 
your chosen servants, through a period so fraught with gi*ave issues and 
fateful decisions, you have not treat^ a novel precedent. You have only 
reverted to an old tradition and restored to Indian woman the classic position 
she once held in a happier epoch of our country’s story : symbol and 
guardian alike of the hearth-fires, the altarfires and the beimoirfires of her 
land. Poignantly conscious as 1 am of my own utter on worthiness to inter- 
pret so exquisite, so . austere an ideal of wisdom, devotion, and sacrifice, 
as embodied through the ages in the radiant heroines of our history and 
legend, I trust, that to the fulfilment of the lofty task you have allotted me, 
even I might bring some glowing ember of the immortal faith that illumined 
the vigil of Sita in her forest exile, and bore the feet of Savitri undaunted 
to the very citadels of Death. 

’’ The accepted convention of this august assembly imposes upon me, alas, 
the duty of placing before you a formal document of plans *and policies of 
work for the coming year. 1 therefore, contrary to the impulse and custom 
of a life-time, am vainly groping for appropriate phrases that might serve 
dimly to foreshadow some of the thoughts that can only find spontaneous 
ozpression when I stand in your midst and the inspiration of your living 
presence shall give to my heart its voice of hope, and to my words their 
wings of fire. 

Homage to Departed. 

" Before we reach the central purpose of our labours in this northern 
•city, to which we have journeyed from the farthest ends of India, let us 
offer our mournful homage to the memory of our illustrious dead— to that 
great patriarch of our national renaissance, Surendranath Banneijee, who 
for well-nigh half a century assailed the heavens with the thunders of his 
e^endid oratory in indignation at the burning wrongs of his people ; to 
Bamakrishna Bbandarkar, the famous Scholar of tihe Deccan, who with 
patient Ind dedicated hands rekindled the lamps of our ancient Sanskrit 
^ture, and lifted it high above the clamour and conflict of political 
throngs; to J)eshhaiidhu ^itta Banjan Das, . kingliest of dreamers, whose 
whole h^g was a Vaishnavite rhapsody of incomparable phssion for the 
Bbtrty of his motherland, who died with his hand outsti^hed in a royal 
gesture of reconefliatioD towards a powerful antagonist against’ whom he had 
fou^ so often with eoeh reeUeas and viotorkms chivalry. 

** Would Aat he wars with us to-day to guide us aright in our anzioos 
dalibeiitiona and help ua to apprehend the true and tiigie significaoce of 
the stupendous prohleaMfi^ enU lor immediate aettieasent iod cannot with 
impunity be detersd to a more convenient aenion. A singular combination 
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ol domagtic md intaroataooal oixiamstsQoat has conspired to implieate us 
against onr will and almost without our knowledge in a labyrinth of intricate 
and uopaxilleled diffioulties that threaten the stability and integrity of our 
natioDal esdstenoe. Our imperative duty^ therefore, is to survey with eyes 
unhooded of their habitual illttsion* the sinister and melancholy spectacle 
of our atgecst helplessness born of our foolish disunion and nourished by our 
long dependence upon the caprice or the compassion of Imperial policies. 
What means shall we devise, what schemes shall wo evolve t<o deliver our 
selves from the manifold dangers that encompass us f How shall we combat 
the deadly forces of expression that challenge our human rights of liberty, 
how defeat the further encroachment of ruthless and rapacious Imperialist 
exfdoitatiou that despoils the remnants of our moral and material heritage I 
How circumvent the insidious and ingenious aggressions of other foreign races 
eager to profit by the conditions of our economic and intellectual servitude 1 
How ehall vfe avert the implacable doom that menaces our unfortunate kind* 
red in the Colonies, how quell the rampant forces of reaction or divert the 
disaster of our internecine feuds f 

Non-Violent Non-Co-Operation. 

**The answers that we need are fully enshrined in the magnificent 
Gospel of sacrifice enunciated by Mahatma Oandhi, in which ho vainly 
strove to teach us the heroic secret of national self-redcmptiou. But we, so 
bng disinherited from the epic faith that sustained our brave forefathers, 
were too weak and unworthy to respond for more than a brief period 
to the demands of that noble and exacting creed. Whatever may the 
verdict of history, it cannot be gainsaid that the movement of non-violent 
non-co-operation that swept like a tempest over the country shook the very 
foundations of our national life, and though to-day it is quiescent and ite 
echoes are slmoet still, it has irrevocably changed the aspect of our spiritual 
landscape. 

'* However remote may be all our programmes for the future from the 
prinoiplee and ideab of Mahatma Gandhi, they must inevitably be per 
meated by the influence of these recent years which have permanently 
shifted the current of our political bought and altered the direction of our 
political destiny. 

** We ne^ Urday eome transcendent miracle of inCrepid and enduring 
ststesmanehip to enable us to remobOise, reconcile and discipline our eoattered 
and demorah^ eneigiec to a supreme unanimous effort for the final deli- 
verenee ol India from the last shackles of her polities! suhjeetion ; and to 
devise a oomprebensive scheme that shidl act as a natural and indispensable 
■iixfliary of political emandpetioii, and include within the scope of its interest 
or benedietbn all the enterprises and endeavonrs that snbstaotislly eontrihute 
to the coeud, eoonomie, industrial and iotellsotual advaaoement of India, 
eonsiateiitly with the requirements of her own peeoliar conditions and in 
aeqoidanQe with the ftMit ideab of modem progreae. 

Village Bsoonstmetion. 

**TbgmeooeietaexpreaBioiitooardaeiuoiisinrafudtotbisa anefllanr 
MtiriUm, the Indiaii Nslioiiil Cmigress should create dsfluite departmantc 1 
to ha foroned by groupc of mau a^ woman apaoially qoaKlad by thafr | 
aapacily or oathumasia to adasinlstBr to tha itel ood dlvmgoot woota ol the \ 
fiOila, main diviaioiit mi^t ha lew hut ahooM inehida wHhin thair 
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ipliawoi Ttponabllily all aojaAt wMwn. TDaqrmind it ii of pHUBonot 
imporltfieo to iofmidbto o pnetfad aefcome of Tillaie geoomti up lion on tho 
linofof Dodibniidkii Dnii'o droHn. Vor tkii pnrpoio wo amit try to oidkt 
o hifo bond of mladoiiMy potrioli of temiiif aaol who« wt fioo fnm nntoiial 
winti by the pkun ebaT% of the hoonholdeie of the eo on try m in onflient 
thneif dKrakl oerry thni^ tte length ond breedth of the lo^ the beoeAMBt 
eTiogel of telfTeltoee end •d^^ 0 •peot• tekingthe immemoiiil twin ^jmboli 
of the plough wad the ipionliig wh^ ee the eeotml text of the teaehing that 
thdl liberate our unhappy peaaaotiy from the eruabiDg miaery and terror of 
hunger, igooianee and dniaaM. Cflooely allied to the taak of TiUage reorguii- 
Mtion if the taak of organiaing the induatrial workera in the crowded oitiaa, 
who are ao often compelled to hre under conditiona that degiude and bruta- 
liae them ; and who, dialooated from the ateadjing inflneneea of the familiar 
traditiona and aaaociationa of the rural homea they leave in aearch for bread, 
are ao hopeleoaly ezpoaed to the tmnp tati o na of immorality and vice. It 
ahould be our endeavour to aaaiat in aaeuring for them improved honaing 
conditiona, better wagro and a cleaner atmoaphere, and to eatabliah an 
equitable and harmoniona co^perataon between Capital and Labour aa a 
valuable joint aaaet of national prograaa. 

The Education Problem. 

I am appalled at the criminal apathy of our general attitude towarda 
the urgent problem of Indian education. The aurpaaaing evil of foreign 
iomination hm been to enclave our imagination and intellect and alienate 
ua from the gloriooa tradition of our national learning. We are to-day no 
mere than the futile puppeta of an aitiiloial and imitative eyatem of educa- 
tion which, entirely unaoited to the apecial trend of our racial genua, haa 
robbed ua of our proper mental valuea and perape<^vea, and deprived ua of 
all true initiative and originality in aeeking authentio modea of aelf-expreaaion. 
It ia pre-eminently our doty towarda the young generation to ao recreate 
our educational ideala aa* to combine in felkntoua, and fruitful alliance, all the 
lovely regenerating wiadom of our Eaatern culture with all the higheat 
knowledge of art ai^ acienoe, philoaophy and civic organiaation evolved by 
the younger peoplea of the Weak 

National IfUitia. 

*Tn addition, I would inaiat with all the force at my command on inchidinc 
a complete coorae of military training aa an integral part of national educa- 
tion. Ia it not the aaddeat of all aameful ironiea that our children whoae 
favourite luUabiea are the battle aooga of Kurukahetra and whoae little feet 
march gaily to the atirring muaic cl Bqjput ballade, ahould be condemned 
to depend for the aafety of their hom^ the protection of their aaoctnariea, 
the aecurity pf their mountain and oeeau frontiera, on the fidelity and atrength 
of foreign araA. The aavage Maaaai, the primitive Zulu, the Arab and the 
Afridi the Greek and the Bnlfar nmy all carry their tribal weapooa and 
claim their iLalienablp right to defend the honour of their race, but we, whoae 
boaat it ia that we kindled the Same of the world’a civiliaation, are alone 
defrauded of our privilege and have become oowarda by oompulaioB, unfit to 
anawer the worid*a ehalleiige to our manhood, unable to* mamtain tibe 
aanctity of our homea and ahrinea. 

'Whatever the experimenta recommended by the CommiaaioB now fitting 
to explore the avenuaa d ntililaty ad van cc B aeB t lor our peopia, it ia incombent 
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spin tibe Oongre» to form loitliiriA a mtf o n i l laflilh hf To loB tet r mmsifr 
tiM of wkMi the Dodeiii mif ht well be the eiMiof iFoliiiileer OTfuiinitiniii 
Fotther.. we dionld alio oeretellj emider the qeeetioD of oeaticel ee well 
ae nofid end eeiial treiaiDg to equip the netion forelTporiieeM etdejenee 
inreiion or etteek. 

Sooth-Afrieen Qe e i to D 

" Let it not be eeid of ae, however, that oar eeldeh ebeorptioo ih oar own 
domeitie affaire hoe mode oe oblinooe to the dietraoe end difieaHgr of oar 
kinemen in foreign lendOi Our odTentorooe eonpetriote, who here eroeeed 
the eeea to mk their livelihood in the dominioDe end eobniee have from 
time to time been ealgeoted to leetrietive and repreeeive logialation. The 
White Paper etill eteode oe a reproeob ogainet our failure to redrM the 
wroDge of Indian oommanity in Kenya. Bat in the whole ohroniele of 
dvilioed lagieletion there hoe never been eo cruel end relentleee on ootiege 
ogainet humanity ae ie deliberately embodied in the anti-Aeiatio fiilL whi^ 
ie oaloalated to exterminate the Indian oommanity from South Afrioo. 

"Shall we not aend aeioae the eeae a loving ready reeponae to their 
hepitrending ory for euooour, and, throogh their amboeeadore whom we wel- 
come to*di 9 , offer to our heroeaed and afflieted brothera in South Africa the 
aeearance that India atande behind their oourogeoue etniggle to vin^eate their 
inherent civic and human righte ogainet the onelaught of euoh tenide iiQuetice 
and oppreaeion 1 

An Overaeoe Deportment 

" Never before haa duty to our kindred in foreign oountriee been ao 
vividly brought home to our minde , nor the neoceeity of eetablfehing a doae 
and Uving contact with all their changing fortunee. We ahould not loae a 
eingle moment in forcing an Overaeaa Department in the Oongreaa manned 
hj thoee who eon keep themaelvea vigilantly aware of all the legielatione and 
enaetmenta that odvereely or otherwiae affect Indian aettlera abroad. 

"Here my heart ple^ with me to remember thoae eorrowfui end lonely 
exilea, pining in atrange end far-off comera of the earth, eonaomed with a 
daeperate hunger end noatalgla for a glimpae of their motherland, to which 
they cannot retam beoauae, onoe they aougbt to aerve her end win her 
freedom in waya unrecogniaed by tim common law. But many amongit 
them earely have made fuUeat atonement for all the fervent folly of their too 
impatient yoath. Sorely they, who have been ehaatened in the aearehing 
orooiblea of dreadful aoffering and privation have been refaabioned to baoome 
eoneeeroted vea a e la of aelflem aervioe for the amelioration of the poor, tiie 
fallen, end the depreaaed. 

Foreign Propaganda 

"I oonnot conceive how we have allowed oarmlvea to be eo heavily hondi* 
capped by the lack of on efficient publicity which ia the firat eacential of aoy 
cam p a ign . We ahoold therefore take immediate atepf to form a department 
for wideapread political propaganda and for the education of the moaaea in 
on mallen pertaining to their civic and aodal interee ta, to the wronga under 
i^nah ttey labour, the etmgglm in wludh tiie nation ia engaged, the iniquitoua 
and wn a tib ie fiaeal and financial polidea ao ruinona to the proeperity of the 
countqr. I am confident that we could aecure the willing cot>perBlion of 
thcee whob oUierwiee prevented from active paitieipalMin in pnbiie affaire, 
would gladly place their expert knowledge at our diapoaal, to odviae ua on 
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oei N c M H ooimecled with the reTiir^d of eottoge indutrieef on oommem, 
xmilwsy ehippiof > oo-operetive bonking, end all other bimnehei of derelopment 
neeeanrj to our material welfare. 

The nationaliit preta, both Temaoular and English, should be amongst 
the aoeredited ohannelsof onr propaganda; abore all a reliable foreign news 
servtoe should be established to transmit to all the ehief centres of the world 
tht oorreet rersion of Indian idfairs, and friendly embassies appointed to 
foster feelings of goodwill and understanding betwen India and the people 
of other lands. 


Hindu-Moslem Question 

" And now I approach with the utmost hesitation and regret the most 
baffling and most tragic of all the problems before us. I, who have dedicated 
my life to the dream of Hindu-Muslim unity, cannot contemplate without 
tears Of blood the dissensions and dirisions between us that rend the very 
fabric of my hope. 1 have tried to arrive at a iust appreciation of the many 
unfortunate causes that have brought about so deep a gulf between the two 
communities, and tended to qui« ken such a sharp and importunate sense 
of aloofness on the part of my Muslim brothers, which, to the profound 
alarm and resentment of the Hindu community, manifests itself in a growing 
and insistent demand for separate and preferential rights and privileges in 
academic, official, civic and political circles of life. Though 1 am convinced 
that the principle of communal representation, whether through a joint or a 
separate electorate frustrates the conception of national solidarity, I am 
compelled to recognise that situated as we are to-day in an atmosphere so 
tense and dark and bitter with unreasoning communal jealousy, suspicion, 
fear, distrust and hatred, it is not possible to reach any satisfactory or 
abiding readjustment without the most earnest and patient collaboration 
between Hindu and Muslim statesmen of undeniable patriotism to whom we 
should entrust the delicate and difficult task of seeing some sovereign remedy 
for so devastating a disease. 

I beseech my Hindu brothers to rise to the height of their traditional 
tolerance which is the basic glory of our Vedic faith aud try to comprehend 
how intense and far-reaching a reality is the brotherhood of Islam, which 
constrains seventy millions of Indian Mussalmans to share with breathless 
misery the misfortunes that are so swiftly overtaking the Islamic countries 
and omshjiig them under the heel of the military despotism of foreign power. 

In their turn I would implore my Muslim comrades not to permit their 
pre-occupation with the sorrows of Syria, Egypt, Iraq and Arabia to obliterate 
the oonseipaaness of their supreme duty to India, their motherland, which 
must always have the first claim upon tiheir devotion and allegiance. 

** II Hindus and Mussalmans would both learn to practise the divine 
qualitias of mutual forbearance and aoooid to one another perfect liberty of 
living, without the granny of fanarioal interruptions of one another's appoin- 
ted rituals and saeriflbes, if they would but learn to reverence the beauty of 
each dtiier^s creeds and the splendour of each other's eiviliations, if the 
women of Uie two oommnnities wouhl hut join together in the intbiMte 
fiieudehip of their commoii sisterhood, and nuiture their ehildren in an 
sitmoaphaie of mutual aweslosaa and harmooy, bow near we ahould eome to 
the hdfilment of our hoaii'a desire I 
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The StitM Mid FrontMr 

" We dioold groMlj fail in ear dutu ie.oar neighboan were we te omit 
to try end loater eordiel tiee of eymoethy end tmet between oonelTee end 
tbe piineee Mid the people of the greet Indian Stetee eonipoloaily refreining 
from ell interferenoe in their intemel eonoernt bot elweye reedy to eerro 
in their wider iotereeti. 

Nor oen we efioid to ignore the ehnme of the Frontier Prorinoee, which 
owing to tibeir peonlier geogrephioel end stretegie position on the mep> ere 
governed bj e form of perpetoel meitiel lew. We should render them ell 
easistence in our power, in their .efforts to obtain the normal civic end 
eoeiel amenities which ere so ebuodentlj eigoyed by their sister provinces. 

Our Common Gkiel 

*' These ere some of the eooeasory features of our work. The reel function 
however«oi the Indian* Netionel Congress is the speedy attainment of Swend* 
There is a large end influential section of Congressmen who still cling 
with touolung end jealous loyalty to the orthodox creed of Non*oo*operetion. 
^emly refusing to take oognimnce of Legislative bodies they devote them- 
adves to the pursuit of Mebetme Gandhi's benevolent mission, propagating 
the cult of the spinning wheel end ministering to the lowly end pitiful 
ootoastes of our society whom, in our arrogance, we have so long denrived 
of their dementary human rights. 

** To-day therefore, the Swand Party with its highly disciplined organise* 
tion and its striking record of success is the only political body within the 
Congress engaged in actual combat with bureaucratic authority. Is it*, not in 
this crucial hour the unmistakable duty of all the other political parties 
in the country, irrespective of their particular labels and particular beliefa 
to return to the Cocgrees, which invites them with open doors, and coalesce 
all their divided energies and talents in devising a common programme of 
action in pursuance of common goal. 

All of them have openly acknowledged that the Reforms of 1919 which 
were to have created a new era of progress have proved nothing but a mirage 
and the powers they professed to transfer to the people nothing butu 
deceptive myth. All of them surely, are tacitly agreed upon some common 
maximum of the wrongs they are stfll prepared to endure, some common 
minimum of the rights thpy are now determined to enforce* And whatever 
be my own person^ oonvietion, they at all events are all in favour at least 
as an initial form of seU-govamment, of the ideal of Dominion Status, so 
elaborately expounded In the Common-wealth of India Bill, and more 
meioetly and emphatically embodied in the National Demand which haa 
been endoiasd by the feprssentatives of all political schools in the T^g Ma ti vo 
Assembly. Below the limits of that dema^ the Indian nation cannot des* 
send without irretrievable dMnage to its dignity and selHespeot It is now 
lor the Government to nmke the zeapmiBlve gesture that shall deeide our 
intnie attitude. If the rssp on ss be sinoere and magnanimous, with ample 
gnarantess of good-wQl and gm faith on its part, it will necessitate an fm* 
asediate revision of our present policy. But if by the end of the Spring 
Bcmioiis we reeeive no anewer or an anawer that avadm tha reel Imuac, 
or provea nnwoiUqr of onr aendptance, tha National Congram moct cba rly 
iiana a mandate to ell them who eonm wlAin its ei^ere to viosto their seats 
in the Central and Piovinsisl LegMatiirea and inangntata from Kallmta 
4t 
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Kapjakomarif from ike lodua to the Bfahmapatra ao ootiriog and djnamie 
eampaigo to anmie, eoiiiolidate» edneate aod prepare die Isdiao people for 
all die pro^ettiTe and ultimata afe^a of oar aoi^ atraggle and teach them 
that no eMriftce ia too heafy* no eoffaring too greati no mertordom too 
torriUe* that enaUaa oa to redem oor Mother from the una p aa kahl e dir 
hoDoar of her bondage, and bequeath to oar dbildren an imperiahable 
legaqj of Peace. " 

** In the battle for libertfi feat ia the one nnfoFgiYable treachery aod 
deapair. the one unforgivable ain. 

“ With palma uplifted in ardeiai^ iupplioatioD, 1 pray that* to ua* in our 
coming boar of travail, may be granted in auffieient meaaure an invincible 
faith and an loilezible courage, a^ that he in whoae name, we begin our 
laboura to-day will in the hour of our triumph keep da bumble and in the 
beautifnl worda of our ancient invocation. 

Lead ua out of the Unred into the Beal, 

" Out of the Darknem into the Light, 

Out of Death into Immortality**. 


Proceedings and Resolutions. 

l.-^Tho Condolence Reeointion. 

After the Preaidential Addreaa Mra. Naidu moved from the chair a 
reaolution mourning the death of the departed leadelra, which waa paaaed, all 
etanding. 


2s— The Soudi African Indiana. 

Mahatma Gandhi then moved the foUowing reaolntkm about South 
African Indiana in the form paaaed by the Gongreaa Sulgeoti Committee. 

** The CongiiM estoode its oordial welcome to the Soath Afrioan Indian Congrem 
Depntation and aMOxea the Indiaa aettlen of Boatb Africa of ita fall lappcirt in their 
atrnggle againat the eonaolidated ftneea which threaten thdr very eziatraoe in that 
anb-oontinent, 

** Thif Congrem ia emphatically of opinion thnt the propoaed legiaiatiOB known aa the 
Areaa Beaervation and launigratioa and Begiatimtien (Farther Protiaion) Bill ia in breach 
ef the fimnu-Oandhi Agreement of leil, in taat H ia raeial in character and ia calcnJated 
not only to make |to poaitioo of aetlhii mnch worae than it waa ia 1914, bat ia deatgaed 
to aaake reaideaoe in that oonntry of any aett-feapeotiag Indian impomible. 

^ In the opinion of the Cengfegi if the interpretnlkm of the aaid ag ie eama t aa pat 
apoa it on behalf of the lettlen it not aeoeptoil by the Union Qovemaant. It ahoald 
be decided by .elarenoe to arbitimtian, aa waa done in 1898 in eonnootion with Bmtteta 
affietiag the Indian aettleraof tho Tianavaal, and in BMktten arlaing from the ndminietia- 
tkm ofLaw 8 of 1895. 

*Tho Congrem heartily endoro m the oaggaotion .that a Baand Table Conferenee^ 
cmitaiBiag, amoi^ others Indian repreoentatimi^ ohoald be called to oetUe the 
qaeoHon, and train that the Uaion Hovarnmiml will aoeo0 that reaoanoble oagga “ 

** la the evmt of the propoaal of a Bmand Tabie Coalennm aad thej 
arNtratioa failing, tho Ooagiem ia of ephmmi that the baperial CE 
wUbhold Boyal Ameat to th^l tooaU It pam throagh the Uata Fml k mm t . 
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In moTimr the nboTe reeoliition Mnlutmn Qniidhi deUmad the iollowinf 
•peeoh: — 

** Thii is the radhition which I hm not only the greatest pleasure in 
sabmiitiDg to yon lor epprorsli hot I oonsider it e rare privilege that I am 
authored by Sandini Deri to place this before yon. She-hM introdnced me 
to yon as a Soii^ African. She* might hare added ** By adoption, though 
bom in India.’* I was adopted there and yon will dimver that when 
Dr. Ri^aman, the leader of the deputation, to which you will extend yonr 
cordial welcome, will tell you that Indians of South Africa claim that they 
have given me to yon. I accept that claim. It is perfectly true that what- 
ever service I have been able to render—it may be disservice ^-to India, 
it it because I come from South Africa. If it is disservice it is not their 
fault ; it is my limitation. Therefore, the evidence that I propose to give 
before yon in support of the statement made here is that the Bill which is 
hanging . like the Sword of Damocles over the heads of our countrymen in 
South Africa, .is designed not merely to heap greater wrongs upon their heads, 
but virtually to expel them from South Africa. 

Indians* Feeling 

** Such is admittedly the meaning of the Bill. It is admitted by the 
Europeans of South Africa. It is not denied by the Union Government 
itself. If such is the result, you can imagine how keenly the Indians in 
South Africa must feel. Imagine for one moment that the Expulsion Bill 
is to be passed in the next session of the Assembly, expelling one hundred 
thousand Indians from India. What ehould we do or how should we behave 
under such a crisis f It is under such circumstances that you have the 
deputation in your midst The deputation comes here for support from the 
people of India, from the Viceroy, the Government of India and through 
it the Imperial Government itself. 

** Lord Beading has given them a long reply, and I wish 1 could have 
said also a satisfactory reply. The reply His Excellency has given is as 
unsatisfactory as it is long, and kf that was all the efforts Lord Reading 
propo<>ed to give to the members of the deput'ition be could have said 
that in a few words and spared them and spare this land the humiliating 
spectacle of a great Government cor,fessing its inability to render proper 
rkiress to those who for no fault of their own, who, as many South African 
Europeans would admit, for their very virtues, are now in danger of being 
expelled from South Africa. To some of them South Africa is a land of 
their birth. It was no comfort to those friends of our, it was no comfort 
to us to be told that the Indian Government has always reserved to itsrif 
the right to make representation to the South African Government-->the 
right of petitioning— that is to say bj a mighty Government, a Government 
which is supposed to hold the destiny of 300 millions of people in the hollow 
of its hands. That Government confesses its powerlessness. And why* beciuise 
South Africa enjoys Dominion Stilus. 

Domestic Policy 

“ Lord Reading has told the deputation that the Indian Obvernment or 
the Imperial Govenimeitt cannot interfere with the domestic policy of a 
colony enjoying Dominion Status. What is the meaning of ** domestic poli^ ** 
when that policy is calculated to bring ruin upon the homes of thousands of 
Indian settlers domiciled there whom they deny the common rights of 
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hoiai^t WiB, wht would tii< eit# if i n itoid d Iiid^ tfcqr bftppened 
to bo Saropoooi or KotfAmeB t 

** Let me qoote a preoedent Do you know wbj die greet Boer Wer took 
Vleee f It took pieoe io order to ^teet ike &ropeeni of Sootk Afrioe 
who wore domkiled there, or **iiiileii^re/^ ee thej .were deeoribed hj the 
Tmoereel Bepiiblieeo Government The late Mr. Joseph Chembeiiaio deiined 
for the Britiih Government that even if the TreAevaal wee an independent 
Government he deelined to believe that diie wee parelj a domestie policj. 
or domeetie question. Be daimed to protect the rights of the Uidanden ** 
of Trimsvael* and thaf- was whj the grttit Boer War took plaee 

Where are the Dedarations f 

** Lord Lansdowne said that it made his blood boil when be thooght of 
the disabilities of Indians in Transvaal. He held that one of the potent eauses 
of the Boer War wee the diiabilities of Indians in South Africa* or more 
aeenrately Indians of the Transvaal. Where are the declarations to-day 9 
Why does not die British Government go to a war against the Union Govern- 
i ent when the life, honour and livelihood of 150 thousand Indmns are at 
Jake 9 

“ No body questions the descnption 1 nave given. No body questions the 
over growing grievances of the British Indians in South Afrioe. If yon have 
seen a little pamphlet hj Bishop Fisher who had been to South Africa you will 
find that there he gives a summary of the wrongs that are going to be heaped 
upon the South African Indians. The Bishop has come to the impartial 
oondusion that for these wrongs the Indians are. not to blame. It is the 
Europeans ; it is the jealous European traders ; it is the insolence of the 
European power that is responsible for these wrongs. He gives bis testi 
mony that Indians deserved better at the hands of Europeans of South Africa. 

*'lf justice can possibly eradicate this wrong, if admission by South African 
European stateamen oould eradicate the wrongs, if right rules this world — 
for ^uth Africa it will be impossible to bring about this Bill and it will 
not (w necessary for me to waste your precious time and the time of the 
deputatiou and waste the money of the poor people of South Africa. 

Thrifty Indians 

** But DO I Might is right. The Europeans of South Africa have chosen 
to heap these wrongs upon our oountrymen. and for what purpose 9 Conflict 
of the two civilisations, as General Smuts said. He cannot put up with that 
and he thinks Europeans of South Africa eoniider that they will be over 
whelmed by the East if they allow these hordes to pour down to South 
Africa from India. But how oould we corrupt their civilisatioD 9 Is it 
because we are not ashamed to hawk vegetables imd fruits and bring to the 
vary doors of the Sbuth African fanners! This is the oonfliot 

** Someone has said (1 do not know where, but only recently) that 
Europeans in South Africa dread the advent of Islam that civilised Spain, 
that took the torch of light to Africa and preached to the world the Gospel 
of Bmherhoo^ they are afraid tint the nstavas of South Africa are em- 
tooing Mam. If brotherhood is a sm, if it is equality of coloured races 
that they dread, then that dreed is well founded. The thing is they 
want to beeoms lords oi the universe. They want to appropriate the land for 
themeelvsi. The Kahbof, though down-lrodden, leers an Asiatie fadsntaon 
smd speaks even from his ba^ that it is a duger which Europeans should 
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g«Bid1k«Mrim Wiuiti That k the aoiiKat of oWlkrtiiiM ood Hm* m 

Laid Baoding k poim-liM to iutorvoM is ttolr dcmilk foliap. 

UiMqool Strait 

amD HTB sn viwiwiicioiit o on i eqn iiwwi oi ns iGriigpo wimb iBii ?mo* 
lutkm dMcrilwt uoaqiHd, sad it it io that niiaq^ itnia^ that thta 
Coagratt it aallad npoD to be priTilegad to taka itt doe thaati I want to 
wiidK» an appeal, if my Toiee tan go at far at Sooth Africa, to the atat a r 
men itet are roling ^e dettiny of the Sooth African Indiana. 

** I haae to ftf given only the dark tide of Sooth African Eunnwana. Let 
BM alto cay that I daia naong them aome of my mdtt preoioua irianda and 
I have received from indhridoal Sootii African Suropeana the greatcat 
kindnea and greeteat hotpitali^. 1 claim ala to know Gaerai Smott. 
thoo^ I may not claim to be hit friend. He wm a party to the ^ po e men t 
on behalf of hit Government fie it wa who taid that the Britbh Indmnt in 
Sooth Africa dearved this tefirienmnt It wm he who aaid that thit wm w 
final teitlenmot and that Indiant thoold not threata pattive retiatannt ond 
that the Soropean aettlert in Sooth Africa thoold allow rett to tiie indinB 
eommonity. 

Broka Pledget 

** Bot hardly had I torned my bak from Sath Africa tba a teriet of 
wrongt began to be heaped upon them. Where it the pUglited word of 
General Smote t General Smote will go one of theae dayt the tame way that 
every huma being hm to tread* but hit wordt and deeda ahaU remain after 
him. He ia not a mere individual. He apoke the right thing in oit repreaeo' 
utive capacity. He claima to be a Chriatia and every one of the meroi era 
of the South African Government ia Chriatia. They claim to be Chriatiana. 
Before they open their Parliament they read out the common prayer from 
the Bible and a South Africa Divine opena the proceedinga with a prayer 
that goea up to God, not of white men, not of t^ Negro, not of the Moa^- 
man, not of the Hindu, but the God of all. 

I aay tbia from my place of poaition, and knowing my reaponaibility 
to ita fuUeat extent, that they deny their Bible, they deny their God, if 
they beaitate for one moment, if they fail to render the elementary joatice 
that ia due to the Indiana of &uth Africa'’. 

Maulana MOHAMED ALI deplored that it wm beoaoae the nation had 
not taken to the apiiining wheel and had on the other hand eatabliahed 
many war fronta in the form oi figbte between Bindoa and Moalima, Brah- 
mina and non-Brabmina, No-changera and Swandi*bi» w) now the lateet 
between Swa'nyiati and Kaepooaive Co-operatora that they were feeling 
helplem in helping their broihera in South Africa. Wm it notaahame 
that one among every four of Indiana wm untouchable t He, however, felt 
tl^ Mahatma Gandhi had introduoed a new force— the readioeea to die— 
with which they .could defy the moat mighty. The epeaker o!fered himeelf 
lor Mrvioe in Srath Alriea any time that hia life wm required. 

Mr. K ABANDIKAB, ex-member of the Council of Sta t e, in cappoitiiig 
the iccolutkm aaid aomc time ago tbia qiueation wm diaewced in tbe GonpeQ 
of State, fie became aware of tbe attitude of the Qovemmeiit that it was 
anzim to do all that wm pomible, but in riie end it tamed oat to be 
Dctking more than impotent rage. He Mked tbe Govonuneat of lodia 
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to do to dnigr in omdionNiig tlio oonditioiw of Initoiw in Sooth Afrien. lor 
it ms tto Gofomnont of Indisi who nndor p res snro from tto Homo Gorsnr 
smoA mot-thom toare Vidordop tiint knd. 

Tho rnonlidifm omo dmn put niul carried nnanimoosly 

Dir. Abdar RAHAMAN th«n oama to the roetram to eeknowledge theiik- 
foil j the raolutioD paned, which he seid was the fint thing niioe their 
erriral io Indie that had inspired them with e little hope for tlm fntare 
(Applenae.) He had no doubt that if only they could get Biahatmidi to 
put their case before the Indian people there would be no difficulty in 
getting the Indian nation to stand 1^ the sons of India in their anfferinga 
in Soi^ Africa. 

The Union OoTernment*a Bill intended that the Indian community be 
either exterminated or bounded out ** The minority of ua in South Africa are 
not going to give in. (Hear, hear.) We feel we are fighting your battle ; 
when a wound is inflicted on ua we feel it baa been inflicted on our Mother- 
land— the Great Indian Empire. 

Aa Mahataudi bes said* we are disappointed with the Viceroy's reply. 
He said that we could not interfere with domastic legislation of South Africa. 
Why fa it domestic 1 We are fortunately or unfortunately a part of the 
British Emfire« and it is because we are a part of the l^pire that the 
Qovenuneiit of India la impotent and helpless. (Shame.) If the British 
Empire OB^ means exploitation of non-European races» if it stands only for 
letting fimopeans expbit the weak» the sooner the Empire is done wi^ the 
better it is for the world." (Applause). 

He asked those in the Councib l^t if ^ the Government of India failed 
to easiot them* they should put the South African issue in their elections and 
throw out all ^Is. "Do not sanction a* farthing and hold np all govern- 
ment machineries until we who are treated as political helots ai^ are held 
in industrial serfdom, are treated honourably." (Applause). 

Dr. Abdur Rahaman pleaded that they should let Mahatma Gbndhi go 
to South Africa just for a few months and all their troubles would be over. 
Mahatma Gandhi did not look ill. The longer he spoke the stronger his 
voice grew. Mabatmidl knew their difficulties. Ei^er their shops were 
stopped, or they had no schoob to give education to their child^n or to 
learn sMUed trade. The bw of the land prohibited them from being so 
employed* iCries of shame.”) If only Matatmsji conld ^ with them, iJl 
troulte would Tanbh, just as snow melted before the morning sun. 

. They must have discovered again and again that they were suffering 
because they were members of the British Empire. ” If you bad some 
battlesUps to-day, if you had your army, a little handful of the so-called 
whites, who were vomitted forth on the shores of Africa from the alums of 
Europe, would oolt have dared do what they are doing to-day. No Englishman 
would let tJ suffer these conditions for 24 hours. 

We are going through the country. I have told the Viceroy that we are 
going to ask ^e people of India to back him up. The Viceroy must tell Great 
Britain that she must exorcise the power reserved under Section 66 of 
the South Africa Act, that if they don't give us a Round Tabb Conference, 
then the Brititii (Government should veto that Kll, and if the British Govern- 
ment does not use it, then it will show that they have tricked us, that they 
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have batrayad m, baoaaea tiiay put that SeatioD into the Aet> and thay rafuaa 
to uaa R. We are your aohlierB. We are not beaten. We are not going to giva 
io. It ia your duty to eay : Go on boye ; fight on in South Africa; wa will atai^ 
by you ; we will cupport you in eYei^ way. Then we will go on and maintain 
the honour of the gr^ Indian Empire. (Loud Applause). 

The Congrem then rose for the day and adjourned till 12 noon the 
next day. 


S^OND DAy—27TH DECEMBBR 1925 

The Congress reassembled at 1*30 p.m. Attendance was as large as 
yesterday* as the agenda on^ this day contained the central resolution of the 
session regarding the poliUoal programme of the Swat%jya Party as finally 
approved of by the Congress Subjects Committee on the previous day. 
Other resolutions condemned Government’s action under the Bengal Ordi- 
iianoe, demanded unconditional release of Sikh prisoners* urged the Viceroy 
to withhold sanction to the Expulsion of Non-Burman Offender's Bill and Tax 
on the Sea Passenger's Bill. Pandit Malaviya attended on this day. 


3.^The Bengal Ordinance Condemned. 

Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta moved : — 

** This Congreis strongly condemat the abass of Ufgniation 11 1 of 1818 and the auto- 
cratic enactment of the ^ngal Ordinance Act and the arrcbi and detention witbouc 
detinite charge and open trial of a large number of patriotic youiigmen of Bengal under 
the said Regulation and the Act and further condemns thiir coniinuuil inoarceratiou, 
niailreaiuent and deportation outside Bengal notwithstanding the clearly and repcated.y 
t apressed opinion of the people both inside and outside tbe IcgiA.arures.** 

Mr. Sen Gupta said Government bad broken its pledge given in a 
Government Resolution on the Repressive Laws Committee's Report to 
"Ciioal Regulation 111 of 18 IB. On the other hand the Bengal Ordinance 
was secretly hatched and IhO persons were arrested for conspiracy* but 
not a single document or ammunition of an incrimihating nature was dis* 
covered. The Ordinanco itself was so framed that to silence some critics 
it was provided that there would be trial by Special Magistrates. More 
than a year had* however, passed and the 150 patriots were kept in jail 
without trial aud without any charge against them. (Shame, sbainoj. Govern* 
ment apologists had stated that witnesses and jury would be intimidated. 
This was a lie. One single European, Mr. Day. during tbe last five years 
has been killed and it was a jury with a majority of Indians that returned a 
verdict of guilty. Witnesses* all Indian, gave evidence in the case. Same 
was done in tbe case of a bomb thrown into a shop. The fact* however, 
was that Government had no proof which xnild stand the test of judicial 
senitiny. 

" My charge is that their Ahjeet is not to punish criminal activity, but 
to smash the legitimate aetiritias of the Swaraj Patty and toe Congress." 
(AppiauM). Mr. Sen Gupta ebaiiged tlie Baogal Govertnaent for violating 
the Oidinanoe by not providing comforts to the prisoners promised by tbe 
Act held It unlawful on tbe part of Sir Hugh Stephenson to have stated 

tbit it was a part of the Burma Govemment'e job and not the Bengal 
OovemmeDt'e to fix tbe aUowanoe of detennes traneferred to tbe Rangoon 
jAils. He declared that the administration which stood io the way of tbe 
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fovoat of libortgr mold bo domoHtbod m ■faaikr inotiloliom hoTO boon 
dondUiid io ibo poofe in oCbor oouiArioo. (Apphiioo). 

Mr. M. B. Jojakor* aoeondiaf lAo roiolntioo ooU tlie Ordiaoiioo 
diognoo upon aop oiriUaed Gorommoiit, mooh moro ao oo o Goforonieiit 
wt^ bad in ita own eo mit ry prodnoad the Common Law and tho Law of 
STidonea to aift lalaobood fmn troth. Ho did not know of any inatanoe 
afnoo 1908 wbon a priaonor .killod a oo-priaonor for porSdy or whom a 
wHoeoa had Boon intimidatad. 

Mr. Shtamanndor OhakraTorty hold that mom paaaing of maolutiona on 
the Bengal Ordinanoa oreiy year ahowod only impotent rage. 

After Dr. Satyapal and Mr. PnmahotlMtt had apokon the maolotion 
waa paaaod nnanimoody. 


4.--Tlie. Gitrckvaia Rriooneis. 


Lala Lidpnt Bai morod 

" This Oongrem daeply lagraU tlial the PnajAb GorenuMOi hat aot j«t nlcaaed the 
Oaidwara priioiien ia tpita of tba settkiaeiit broaght abont by ibe Oardwaia Aoi nmly 
oo tbe teebaieai gmad that tha Qardaraia priaoaert woaid aol gim aa aadartakbig 
wbieb bigb-aoolod primen daeland to be dero^tory to thdr wlf-icip^ TbieOoaarMi 
la of oplalaa that tbova will be ao proper eettleiaeot of tbe Churdwara qaeatioao aatil 
the CKtrdwaia prlaoam ata aaooadhlooally releaaed.** 

Lala Lfijpat Rai aaid the Bangal Partition agitation and the Sikh Qnrd- 
wara agitation otood bofom them aa ontatanding oaamploa of what a dotermi- 
nation to win a right oanao oonid adhiom. I^o Sikhs worn determined and 
made the life of the Gor^mmont most inoonreniont and they hod their way. 
The GoTomment paid no hood to mom blnff and throat Ho was one of 
those who had pmfioiialy advised tto Sikhs to sooept the oondition, bat when 
the Sikh prisoners had gone on better and had enmllsd themselms as voters 
under the Aot them ia no basis for tiie Government to insist on its partioular 
oondition bmng iuMUed. 

Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar held that . it was nothing but a spirit of meanness 
that the Government was exhibiting in asking for an idle undertaking; 

Maulana Shaukatali’s advioe to the Sikhs was that let all their leaders 
rot in jail but never to give an undertaking. 

Pundit Nekimm said the Sikhs had won right through and the Govem* 
ment had now put the last hitch to keep up its prestige. But the Sikhs 
who had sent in thirty thousand men to jaU, had suffered four hundred of 
Uiem to death and had paid eleven lakhs to penalties,^eould not yield. 

Qasi- Abdur Rahiman and Mr. Barueha also supported. 

Sardar Mangal Singh in thanking the Congress for tbe support said Sir 
Malodm Hailey's Government would have to surrender. How wem they 
saying that tie oountry was not fit for Civil Disobedienoe, when hundreds of 
them in the Punyab who wem members of unlawful bodies— the Akali Dal 
and the S. G. P. A of which he was the President— worn not being arrested T 
The Government dared not. When Mahatma Gandhi and Lala Isgpat Bai 
told thm to aooe|^ the oondition of the Pmuab Governments Sikh leaders 
felt that it wovud .involve national humiliation, if they did so after smA 
swnrifiee. He assured them that the Sikhs would be pmpamd for even 
gmater saerifioes for national liberty but on one oondition that the Hindus 
and ^ Muslims did not fii^t It was, indeed, beoaitte of the Congress's 
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watknen that it to «k tbom two yaon to win their point it JaitOi beonnao 
the OoTemment thought that wishoat the help of the Hiadoa and the Modima 
the Sikha ooold not hold on lor long. 

The leaolotion waa paaeed. 


3. — Non-Bonnan Offendeia* Bill. 

Mr. T. Prakaaam then mored : — 

*‘Thit Cohgnit legardt the expalaton ol Non-Bnrf&an Offenflers' BUI and the Tai on 
8ca Pawengera* Bill of Barma to he an attack on the liberty of the eitiseoe and in the 
opinion of the CongicM the first Bill imperils the ?att interests of Indians resbient in 
Bnnna inasmuch as it exposes innocent men to the mercy of the Executire and isof 
opinion that the Bills should nut reoeivc Viceregal sanction 

Mr. Prakaaam' aaid he had recently been touring in Burma, oloaely 
atcidyiug the oonditlona there. The real obieot of the Expulsion Bill wae 

prevention of political propaganda among the Indiana there. Sohedulea 
attached to the Bill included trivial offenoM like the failure to take out lioenae 
lor keeping wireless installation. If the Bill became law they would eoon 
have a Kenya in the very heart of India. The Viceroy expressed his power 
lessnesB to do anything substantial for the Indians in Kenya. But Burma 
waa a pait of India and the Bill was introduced with his previous permmion. 
He oovdd not plead now powerleasneas. 

Continuing Mr. Prakasam described in detail the eff^ote of the Sea 
Pamengers’ Bill that propoeed a tax of Re. 6 on every Indian getting into 
boat for Burma from any part of India. It was the paramount duty of India 
to see that theee two obnoxious Bills did not get Into the Statute Book. 
CoDoluding Mr. Prakasam said the Burmans themselves did not give their 
approval to theae two Bills. Even the Nationalists who were originally 
responsible for the iwssing of them bad oome to realise their mistake. Mr. 
I^kasam hoped that the Indian M.L.C.S in the Burma Council would co- 
operate with the Swarajists and the Home Rulers and get these Bills revoked. 
Mr. Prakasam also put in a strong plea for the regulation of the emigration 
of labour from India to Burma and Ceylon. India was fast becoming, said 
Mr. Prakasam^ a labour depot. Was it not our duty, he asked, to see that 
labourers who went out were not subjected to ill-treatment T 

Mr. H ALDER seconding said there waa no organised movement to sup- 
port our resolutions. The trouble in Burma was the same as the trouble in 
South Afrioi. Everything was a question of bread and butter, especially co in 
the country of virgin soil. The mighty Europeans who were exploiting the 
Indians must be attacked on their weak spot. The speaker asked, would 
there be an organised movement from India which would go to Burma and 
▼indicate our rights there f This could be done by the peaceful weapon of 
the Akalis. 

Sj. N. C. BAN ERJEB, ex-editor of the Rangoon Mail”, deplored that 
the Indians here had not realised the danger that threatend the Indians in 
Burma. After the qualified Home Rule given to Burma the cry of ' Rirma 
for the Burmans* had been raised to the detriment of the Indians and the 
Burmaiie and in the reel interests of the British exploiters. The 
Barmans were oppoeed to the BUIs but the leaders of such Burmans were in 
jail. Sir Haroouit Butler, very courteous hut vjry astute, had managed to 
42 
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diyide the BorniMif from Uie IndiMKiu It wm lor tbe Viceroy to remedy 
iidiutiee end diqger yropoced by tbe Biflc. 

Mr. Abdul Setter WALl (Boneen) eoiiiioited lAe reioliiliaD« TheBille 
reforred to were deeily directed egeiiiet tbe Indieiie beceoce they conetitiiled 
tbe midoritiy of tbe Nos-Buneen ierelgii element in Barme. 

Mr. MADANJiT (Bonne) eypeeM to tbe Indiene bore to come to tbe 
rckwoe of tbe om million of tbe Indim In Borme vbo ooM not peeoefolly 
breMhe there if tbe propoced Iciialetion were not vetoed by l^rd Reedinf. 
Tbe Indiea Congreec wei teking interem In the poutlon of tbe Indiene in 
South Africei of tboee in Fdi end Keoye» but not o| thoee in Borme. 

The leeolutioii wee cerried uneminofoely. 


6.-*The Frenchiee Queedon. 

Dr. SATTAPAL in place of Mahatma Oandbi mo^od the reeolutioD 
epproving end confirming pert I of reeolotlon paseed by the A. I. C. C. at 
Petne regudiDg tbe elternetlve Frenchiee end erecting the All’India Spinner'e 
Aeeooietion. He mede e long epeecb exphuning the importance of Kbedder. 

Mr. C. Venketremene IYENGAR, though he pomeeaed aheree in Milla, 
aopported the reaolution ae he believed there wea et present no ente- 
goniam between the mill industry end tbe Kbedder industry. If the menu- 
Ltfsture of hetid*epon yarn wee increased there would be great poaaibility of 
reducing the import of foreign cloth and foreign yarn. Mills in Indie could 
not completely clothe ua end there would always be demand for KhaddMr 

if the quislity end quantity of Kbedder was improved it would be ell the 
better. 

Moulene Hesret MOHAN 1 opposing the resolution objected to the ineie- 
tence of Kbedder dress for Congress work although he believed in the utility 
of wearing Kbedder. To be e member of the Congress wea the right of 
every Indian end tc deprive him of it on tbe ground that be did not put 
on Kbedder was nothing short of coercion. He wondered if tbe Congress 
would appreciate' the resolution that those who were not vegetarieiis should 
not be entiHed to exercise their Congress membership rights. It was argued 
that there must be a National Uniform but whet was the need for it. By 
these sartorial requirement tbe Congress was shutting out persons like Mr. 
Jinnab, Sir Teg Bihadur Sapru and Mr. Chintamani who were not opposed 
to the Congress nor to Kbaddar. Maulana Hasrat Mohani had a suspicion that 
the Congrem workers did not always put on Kbaddar. At best each could 
have but one pair of Kbaddar cloth to put on on Congrem occasions and yet 
why have the compulsion and diaqualificat»on in case of not wearing 
Khaddarl 

Maulana MOHAMED ALl comfdalned that what India possessed was not 
inlelllgeutslaboi.uDintelljgentsia>for if ^ey really had Intelligentsia the country 
could never have remained for so long in the occupation of a handful of 
Bugliahmen. Mr. Hasrat Mohani had opposed the resolution on the ground 
ol hie dwlfha of conscription. The speaker asked whether it was not a fact 
that during the last war when volunti^ recruitment did not come up to the 
standaidt conscription was a n ecss sit y. The speaker emphasised what 
India needed was not piolsetion to tiaasfer 70 cioiea from the podeets of 
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Mbncheiter to those of Bombiy, but a machinery for the proper dSetribotion 
of wealth so that these 70 orores might be distribated among twenty orores of 
poor ** Kisans.** They jeered at Mahatma Qandhi’s prescription for liberty, 
perhaps because it was so cheap. He asked them to rememUr that Napoleaii 
iMcd to say that erery army was a reptile. It marched on its bellies. It 
was. therefore, imi^rtant to feed the bellies in India. Grores of people 
did not ftU their bellies by two meals a day and until they did that India 
would be unfit for liberty. The same was true regarding the **antoueh* 
ables." ** If you do not remore untouohability and ask for liberty, you 
are fools and you pretend to be philosophers." 

The resolution moved by Dr. Satyapal was then put to vote and 
carried, only a few votinjg with Hasrat Mohani. 

American's Tribute to Mahatmaii. 

Mrs. Naidu then introduced Professor Holmes of U.S.A. whom she 
described as the American Ambassador who bad come to toll them that 
America was looking to India to get her freedom as speedily as possible. 
(Applause). 

As Professor HOLMES rose from the dais towards the rostrum, dressed in 
English clothes and wearing a white Gandhi cap, ho was ehoored. He said 
he could not claim in an official way to represent America. He belonged to 
the Society of Friends known as Quakers and was a member of the Federa- 
taon of Labour. He oould unoffieiidly claim to speak for his Society and 
labourers and in those two ospacities he was there to express sympathy and 
interest of the American people for the service of humanity as well of India 
that Uie Gofigreis bad undertaken and ecpeoially American affeotioD and 
loyalty ior the great leader who had risen among them. (Applause). ** yes- 
terday I heard Dr. Abdnr Rahman obiming .Mr. Gandhi as a South African. 
May 1 not to-day claim him for the world f ( Applause). May I not say that 
the Social of Friends which 1 represent regard him with the same rcvor- . 
enoe and believe in his work as you do t (Hear. Hear). I ought to say 
that we people have bacn very far wrong in our western civilisatioo. Wc 
have gone too far in the pursuit of wealth and power. It is a deep evil in 
our whole western civilisation. Our love of wealth has resulted in the 
oonoentretioii of wealth* among some and has caused labour troublei. Our 
longing to the west for power has brought on war after war and seems likely 
to plunge into still further war until perhaps it destroys our civiliaiUioii. So 
we gladly turn to you who are indieatiug another and better way and we 
hope that while keeping good things in our eivUisation regarding the power 
over nature and iiiventione we should follow the brotherly spirit whiob is 
fopresenled by the great prophet among you (applause)..’ 

" It would be presumptuous for me to say anything about the pfoUeiiia 
before you but let me say that no one brou^t up in U.S.A., however he or 
she migbt have’ gone wrong, can fail to be touehed and thrilled by eveiyr 
movement for human freedom and for the liberty of the people of tho world 
(applanse). 


7.-*Tlie Politicul Ptogramme 

At 6-45 lam. Pandit Motilal roce amidst oheers to move the main 
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taioliiltai oi the iMioD oaillDing the poUtioil prograamia. Tha follow* 
ing it Ae fidl text oi tbo rooolatioii m ameiided hf Sidbioefei Committeo. 

**'TUt Coograt cooftmt Fart B of tlw reiolatloii p —wd Iqr iho 3U-ladia Ooagrao 
CoouBltloe^ at tho meeting held at Patna, on the ttnd and. Olid September lait, and 
reioleea that the Oongrem do now take np, and earrj on, each pdlltkal work na ie neoee- 
mrj in the intereat of the ooontrj and, for tbia pnrpooe^ do emploj the whole of the 
meebinerx and* fnnde of the Congreie, enve and exoept enob Innde and aaeete aa, ender 
that foaolntion, bare baen deolared to belong to the All-India SplaiieiB* Aaaooiation, and 
ondh f ondji and aaaeU as maj be ear-marked. 

** Tbia Oongreai xaiteratea ita faith in oiTil diaobedienoe aa the onlj efleetive weapon to 
be naed, in the liat reaort, to enforoe the naticmal bononr ; bat realiiea that the oonntrj ia 
not now readjr for it ; and in Yiew thereof, tbia Congreaa rcaolYoa that the gniding pris- 
oiple, in carrying on all political work, ahatl be aelf-relianoe in all aetiYitiea which make 
lor the healthy growth of the nation, and reelatenoe to erery. gOTemnmntal or other aotifitj 
that may imp^e the nation'a progreaa towarda Swaraj ; and thla Congreae adopta the 
following programme of political work 

** (1) The work in the country ahall be directed to the edneation of the people in their 
political righto and training them to acquire the neoeaaary atrength and power of reaiatanoe 
to win tboae righto by carrying ont the oonatmetiYe programme of the Congrraa, with 
•pecial referenoe to popnlariaing the apinning wheel and khaddar, promoting inter-oom- 
munai unity, rcmoYal of nntonobability, ameliorating the conditiona of the auppreaaed 
claaaee and remoYal of the drink and drng eYila ; and ahall inelnde the ornniaation of 
YillaM the capture of local bodiea and the promotion of education on nations linea and 
of lanonr, both induatrial and agricultural, the adjuatment of relationa between employera 
and labour, and between landlorda and tenanti^ and the general adYanoement of the 
national, economical, induatrial and commercial intereito of Indiane, both in India and 
OYeiaeai, 

** (I) The work ontalde the eoantiy ahall he directed to the diaoemination of aeenrate 
infomation. 

(8) TUa Congrem adopta the ternwof the aettlcmeai offered by the Independent and 
Swarajiya Fartiea A the Aaaembly on the 18th Febmary, 1914, and inoorpmted in ita 
jreaolntion of the Mune date, aa terma on behalf of the country, and, baYing regard to the 
fact that the OoYcrnment have ao far not made any reaponae eYen to the aaid offer, the 
following farther action ahall be taken-- 

** (1) The Bwarajya Party in the Aaaembly ahall, at the earlieat opportunity, inYita the 
.GoYcrnmcnt to giYc their Inal deoiaion on the aaid demand, and in caae no dcoiakm ii 
niinonncad before the end of February, or the deeiaion announced ia held not to be 
antiafaetory by a apeeial committee ooniiating of the Working Committee of the Congreaa 
nnd the membera named below, the ahaU by adopting the proper procedure, intimate to 
the OoYernment on the floor of the Hoeae, that the party will no loqger continue to remain 
nnd work in the pieaent legialatiiiea aa heretofore, bet will go into the country to work 
nmong the people. The Swanj^ membera cC the Amembly end the Council of State will 
YOto for the rejection of the Finance Bill and, immediately after, Icare their aeata The 
Buarajiat membera of inoh ProYlncial Couneila aa may be in aeiwion at the time ahall alao 
ieaYC their aeato and report themaelYca to the Special Committee aforeaaid, for farther 
toatrootiens. Swarajiat membera of rach Cooncila •• are not ia eamlon, at the time^ ahall 
not attend future meetinga of the aaid Conneiia, and ahall, likewtoa^ report themaclYa to the 
Bpeolai Cemmittoi. 

^ (I) Mo •amber of the Sirara] Party in the Council of State, LcgialatiYe Amembly or 
nny d the ProYinoial Couneila ahall thereafter attend may meedig of aiiy of the mid 
Ic^ataica, or any of their committom, eioept fbr the pnrpom of picYcnting hio aeat 
from being dcelavcd Yieant, proYklcd that it ahall he open to the apeeial oommittm to 
nllow the Swaiujiat membera of any kgialatnreato attend the mid legiaintarea when mob 
nttendanoe it, L. ita opinion, eaiential for acme apeoini or nnfoiemmpurpoae, and pioYided 
nlao that^ prior to their being oalled upon to kuYe their mato^ it tball be open to the 
Bwnimjiat aomhoia of the YUriona Legialntaie^ to ongnM themmlYm in anoh aetiYitief 
in their reepeotlYe Jcgialatnrea ns penaiaeibls to them under the aiitiag mlm of the party ; , 

(8) The apeeial ooaamitteedtoll immedialalyaiicotopt of the leporta mentioned ia 
Babatenee (i), call a meet^ d tlm OB-Indte Cengpem Oc B m i it t fie to frame a progra m me 
d work, whi^ ehall he oariied cot by the Geagtim and the Swaaj Party or ganirnttou 
to oo^pefutte wite each otltor thimiglhent te ommtoy ; 
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•• (4) Tte mid ptcfiaBUM of work tholl inolodo tdeoled kcodi of the geoeiml work 
Bwn t io i ied to O l o o eei (1) ond (9) obovoi m olio the edocation of the ekotorotee in the 
poliegf heiciii laid down, end ahoU iodieate the llxna on which the next general election 
ii to be ran by, and in the naiM of the Congreii and itnte clearly the imiea on which 
OongieanMtt ehall aeek election ; 

"The CoDgren hereby anthoriiee the ProTincial Congren Committres to aelect 
candidatee for the Prorincial Legislatiee Coonoila' and the Indian Li^giilative Aaeeinbly 
in their ftiofineial areaa for the general election next year, aa early ae poaaible, provideil 
that the policy of non-aooeptanee of offioea in the gift of the Qofernmeut aball eontiiioe 
to be followed nntll a responae to the terma of aettlement aforeaaid ie made by tbc 
Gorernment. 

" (5) In the erent of the final decision of the OoTcrnmeot, on the terms of settlement of 
the Assembly, being foond satisihotory and acceptable by the aforesaitl Special committee, 
a meeting of the All-India Congress Committee shall forthwith be held to determine 
the fotnre ooorsa of action. 

" (6) Until the Bwaraiists leave the legislatures, as herein provided, the constitution 
of the Swaraj Party and the rules made thereunder shall be followed in the Irgislatum, 
subject to such changes as may be made by the Congress or the All- India Cougiess 
Committee, from time to time ; 

" (7) For the purpose of starting the work nnder Sub-clauses (3) and (4), ibe All-India 
Congress Committee shall allot such funds as it may consider sufficient for the initial 
expenses of the necessary propaganda in that behalf ; but any further funds requiied 
for the said pnrpoee shall be raised by the Working Committee or, under ikS dirictions 
by oontribntions from the public.** 

Pt. Matilal spoke for little less tbati an hour in Hindi mainly explaining 
the provisions of his long resolution for the information of the delegates who 
had not been yet supplied with the Hindi version of it. Ho said he knew 
the resolution would be strenuously opposed by some. He wci\ld« thoreforoi 
reserve his arguments for the final reply* hnt he emphasised that since 
the Gaya Congress this was the first time that a resolution was moved re* 
presenting the common demands of the two wings of the Congress. 
It had come before the Congress in the shape he was putting it forward after 
undergoing many alterations aud after a stiff fight in the SwariO Party 
Cottodl and Coogress Subjects Committee. 

Pandit Malaviya's Amendment 

Pandit MALAVIYA then rose amidst cheers to move his amendment* 
which was supported by Mr. M. R. Jayidcar. Pandit Malaviya’s amcndmetit 
proposed oousideimble alteration in the main resolution - 

Firstly, it omitted the para referring to Civil Disobedience. 

SeooD^y, it amplified the Congress programme of political work, 
by ineludiog in it the following : That the work in the legisla* 
tores shall be so carried oo as to utilise them to the best possible 
advantage for early establishment of full responsible Government, 
eo-operatioD being resorted to when it may be necessary to 
advanoe the national cause and obstruetiou when that' may be 
neoesHiry for the advancement of the same cause.” 

This suggeation, Pandit Malaviya said, embodied ezaoniy wbatLoka* 
asanya Tilak end Deahbandbu C. R. Das had stated in their speeehea at 
the Amritsar Congress in 1919. Lokamanya Tilak had said ; We aball 
atflise the Beforme Aet to the best possible advantage, and Mr. G. R. Das 
bad add : ** We shall co-operate when it may be necessary to advaiioe ibe 
national eauae, ud shall obsiraet when that may be neeessary for the advanoe- 
ment of the mme cause.” 
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Anoiber ebiioge proposed hj Pmidit MelaTiyo’s smenteeiil wss tint 
WhUe Pai^t Motilal a Besolatioo oommiti tlie Con gr es e only to the 
Assembly’s resolutioD of IStii Febmary regsiding a Boaod Table 
CotifsieDoe, he wishes to commit the Congress also to tiic 
aooeptaoee of demands for Reforms enunciated in the Assembly’i 
. resolution of September last 

A further change proposed was tiiat 
The Congress should call upon not only the Swand Party but also 
jointly the Independent Pai^ of the Assembly to ask for 
final decision in the next session of the Assembly. 

Pandit Malaviya’s amendment finally proposed 
To omit all the defoils proposed to be taken in connection with the 
withdrawal from' the Councils in case the Gorernment’s reply was 
not satisfactory. 

Pandit Malaviya’s amendment merely said that in case the reply was 
held to be unsatisfactory by the AlMndia Congress Committee, it should call 
a Special Session of the Congress before the end of May to decide the future 
course of action. 

Pandit Malaviya said he had come there to give his honest opinion. They 
should not let the people have jokes at their expense by setting forth a detailed 
programme, which he knew the Swaraj Party would not be able to carry out 
In the past the Swaraj Party had not been able to fulfil all pledges about the 
piogramme. He wanted to avoid that in future. Why tie their hands now at 
this stage? 

As the hour was late the Congrese was adioumed for its final sitting the 
next day. 


THIRD DAY-2BTH DBCBMBBR 1925 

The concluding sitting of the 40th session of the Congress was held on the 
28th December and was mostly devoted to the discussion of the resolution 
about the political programme . The Pandal was full of delegates and visitors. 

The proceeding were begun at 12-30 by Mr. Syed MAJID BUX moving 
an amendment, declaring that the country was fit for Civil Disobedience. 
He ridiculed the idea of the resolution, in one breath admitting the 
country's unfitness for Civil Disobedience and in another giving an ultimatum 
to the Government. They would be merely laughed at and ignored 
by the Government. His opinion was that the leaders were reluctant to lead, 
but the country was fit for Civil Disobedience. (Applause). He proposed that 
the 8pedll Committee should be asked to declare Civil Disobedience in case 
the Government did not respond. 

Mr. SAMBAMURTI moved another amendment He would not entrust 
it to a Special Committee to declare Civil Disobedience. He held that the 
country had in the past responded nobly to calls of civil Disobedience. He told 
his Swanjist friends that nothing would capture the imagination of the electors 
at the forthcoming eleetioiis than the launohing of resistauee campaigns in 
various provinces, on the issue of fwohibltion, tax, or some other local grie* 
Vances. If they would wait till the minor communal differences were got 
over, they would have to wait for the Doomsday. The best way to train 
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IIm ooupfagr^^ 8^ the bittle of feoddoa wm fo» eogiNio in akitmiilMO in 

Mr. SrikriihiiodM LULLA mo^nd mi Mnondmeiil'aivtiit tiiat w^on tho 
SwniiQigt aiaaiban ol the CoomSi wittidi9ir« thoaa lioUing tlBOfeiTo or 
n o witi a t ad offiooi in Um LegkltterM or Cdainiittaet ilmiild alto toaiso tMr 
poika. He aaid hia niolioD wooM bars the effsot of making Pkoidit Modal 
reaign hia Committee memberahip of tAe Skeen Committee and Mr. Fatal 
the Pfiaidentahip of the Aaaembijr. He warned that Pandit Motilafa refnaal 
to agree to hia motion made him feel that there waa aome oamonilage beiag 
pnMittaed. 

Pandit MALAVITA reeeired an oration on riaing to explain hia aaaeiid* 
ment» mored the day before towarda oloae of the aitting. 

Pandit Malariya reealled the prooeedinga at Amritaar where Deahbandhu 
Daa* Mahatma Oandhi and Lokemanya Tilak ware all united in makiBg ao 
eameat effort in working the Reforma Aet, to oo-operate or to obatmot'aa 
eonntiy a intereata required. Pandit Motiial*a reaolntion howerer waa neither 
fiah nor fleah and he appealed to tibe Congrem to aare the honoor of the nation 
fay not paaaing it» for the Swan^lata wonUi not be able to aany ont the pro* 
gramme and would make the Congreaa a laughing atoak of the worid. Pt. 
Malariya drew attention to a motto in the Phodal. '‘BeHbneat** giving 
Mahatma G«ndhi*a adrioe. Pt Malaviya endoraed thia and naked them to be 
honeat Hia view waa that non-oo-opeiation did not anooead. Then Ae Swara- 
iiati entered the Counoiia with a manifeato in favonr of eonaiatent and 
unilorm ofattmotioii. Thia programme waa not earned out aiid» indeecU ooold 
never have been carried out In efteot only reaponaive oo-operatbn had been 
bfaaerved and bad oauaed amoaement He did not want to bring in peraon* 
alitieaf for he himaelf felt aahamed in oonfeuing that hia brother Pandit 
MotOal’a policy had failed. He adied the Congreaa to place the intereat 
of the nation aboye peraouality. He knew that the Swany Party would not 
be able to do what Pandit Motilal’a reaolntion had ootlin^. Aa for 
aeoeptanoe of office it had been decided alreadly by Mr. Patel and Pandit 
Motilal aooeptiug the Chair of the Aaaembly a^ the Skeen Committee 
memberahip reapeotively. POndit Motilal ezpeeted a great deal from the 
Skeen Coiraittee. The epeaker did oot» beeaoae hia ezperieuoe of the 
Military Beqnirementa Committee faNafore whom he waa examinad 
lor 8 half hoan» bad made him leaa hopeful. But the apeaker waa pleeaed 
at their aooepting office. For» he believed, that if they ooold fill the pfamea of 
Bliniaterial and Emotive reaponaibility with patriotie men whoae polS^ they 
eookl oontrol. the oauae of the c ount r y would be advanoed. In hia lllty 
yeara of public life he had not come aoroaa a aharper intelleet than that of 
Lokemanya Tilak. ( Applanae), Even Mahatma Gandhi had been deceive^ 
but Lokaaaanya Tilak waa never deceived. And Lok. TQak had adviced 
reaponaive eoKipeiaitioo. for he believed in entering into aB quartern of Oovemr 
meat and aqueeang aa mueh aa poadhto lor n atio nal advance. ' The Swaiir 
JUob however, had entered Govemmeat quartaiSr but reftacad to exploit thena 

Contiiiuiitt Pandit Malaviya aaked why ahould any ceforeoee be made co 
OvilDiiobediaoeet Mahatnm Gaodhh grmtatt anlhoiily on the anbieoL 
had Mated that the country waa not fit for it 

P lm dit Malavifa further empherieed that no fii^ waa p oari b le wMmu t 

uniladonthe BowfattBOliaana. If they wanted Govemment to yicld» the oalr 
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wfty WM to embfMO all politiool partiat and oatablifh only onaCoogreM Party. 
Up till 1919 tiia doon of the Copgiaw were open to Mnealmaoa* big Zemindars 
and aH tot^k part in it Now. bowerer. the Congreaa was be^ banded OTer 
to a handful of Swanjlsta, Mohammedans and landlords were promioant hf 
their absenoe. The resolution ItMlf was full of ineonsistenoies. While they 
had opened .the door of the Gonpeas for all. they had kept it virtuiJly 
dosed, even by their reTised franehise. Pandit Malariya warned that tto 
Swaraj Party did not succeed at the last election and it would succeed 
even less at the next. If the Congress adopted the resolution, it would min 
the interests of the country during the next four years at the end of 
which a Royal Commission must in any case be appointed. 

Concluding Pandit Malaviya said he was glad that there was larger section 
now to support him than during the past four years. Even if he failed 
on that day he would not be disappointed, but hoped to succeed soon. He* 
pleaded that the honour of the nation demand^ that the Swaraiists who 
had not fulfilled their previous pledges, should no longer be trusted to carry 
out a new pledge. His suggestion was safe, inasmuch as ft urged that a 
Special Congress should be summoned to give them a fresh mandate in May. 

Mr. Jayakar's Rbsionatiom. 

Mr. JAYAKAR seconded the amendment of Pandit Malaviya. At the 
outset he made a dramatic announcement that be (Mr. Jayakar). Mr. Kelkar 
and Dr. Moonje had resigned their seats in the Bombay Council, the Legis* 
lative Assembly and the Central Provinces Council respectively. This step 
they had to take because, being members in the Councils on the Swanj 
Party ticket, they could not at present subscribe to the policy and moreover 
they wanted to educate the country regarding Responsive Co-operation. This 
announcement was received amidst applause from a section of the House. 

Mr. Jayakar said that there were only two ways open to them, vis., 
either they believed in the Council programme or they did not. If they did 
not believe in the Council entry they must get out of it and educate the 
country for such action as the country would be ready for. If. on the other 
hand, they remained in the Councils they must, as Pandit Malaviya rightly 
observed, take the last juice out of it by occupying every place of power, 
initiative and responsibility and would give no quarter to the bureaucracy. 
He agreed that it did mean considerable humiliation, that people who went 
to the Council to obstruct should have to take ofitces of power and respon- 
sibility. But if they wanted to bo honest they must suffer the humOiatiou of 
working the Councils, 

They all admitted that the country was not ready for civil disobediance, 
and yet outliwid it in the reaolutioo. This weakening process ought to be 
drop]^. What was the use of this pious expression thsA civil diaobedienee 
was the ouly effective weapon and all that t If they believed in that then 
" Come out o! the C&uneils and start Civil Dispbedieitoe.’* If they did not 
believe in It “Don't aay ao.” There was one man who understood this 
civil disobedience and who knew when to practise it. It was Mahatma 
Gandhi, Let all be guided by him. If they did not believe in civil dir 
obedience then the most honest oouiie was to work the Councils lor anoh as 
they were worth. He could understand the proposition of leaving the seats 
in the event of unsatisfactofy reifiy. But what was this statement in the 
readution that the Special Committee might allow the members to got in 
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ftiynim wm made. It logtaliy followed that Plmidit MolSel Nefon omI Mr. 
1^1 moat leere their reapeoti?e aeala 00 the 8 k»eo Gommiltae mad the 
Preaidenfohip. But it waa a gieet miafoke to be logieal in politiea. 80 let 
them be there and carry out their dutiea .with honour and eall*raepect 
ea they had been doing up till now. The p.inoiple of ReaponsiTe Go-opera- 
tion waa» howerer. eatabliahed by their aotiona aod in oonrae of time it 
would haoome the accepted policy. 

Mr! J. N. SEN OUPTA aupported Pandit Modlal'a reaolution. Pint of 
all he drew the attention of the Houae to the proriao that no officea in the gift 
of the Goremment would be accepted until the Oorernment reaponae waa 
aatiafactorj. Thia mnat not be loat eight of by thoae who would rote 
on thia propoaition. It waa mere academical at preaent to talk of dril dia- 
obedienoe. Mahatma Gandhi did not feel confident of atartiiig oiril diaobe- 
dienoe. Pandit Motilal waa alao hesitant and ao alao waa the late Deah* 
bandhu Daa. But God willing if thia reaolutioii of Pandit Motilal Nehru 
waa paaaed hj the Gongreaa and CongreMmen were aent in a large majority 
in the next general dection then in the February of 1927 Bengal would not 
hedtate to start oiril diaobedience. With the Gongreaa mandate behind 
them they would return in a nuoori^ in Bengali Madraa* Aaaam and aererai 
other Legialatire Councila. 

Mr. Jayakar’a Beaponaire Go-operation waa mere co-operation without 
any response. But if the motion was paaaed the working of the Beforma 
machinery would be stopped in February 1927. Pandit Malaviya had 
talked of Lok. Tilak'a ItoponaiTe Ocroperation. But that wee in 1919. 
Dnnand after demand in the Assembly and in the ProTinoial Gouneils had 
been refused by the Government and Mr. Jayakar still talked of Beapoo* 
■ive Co-operation. Pandit Malaviya had alao talked of unity and no-party. 
But the du^ of all Gon^essmen was to submit to the deeiaion of the Gon- 
gress and not to create parties. 

A voice : What about Gaya f 

Mr. Sen Gupta : At Gaya we bad faith in our own programme and 
therefore we got out and raised the standard of revolt. But our friends want 
to be in aod create parties. So I say, either submit and unite or raiao 
your revolt. 

Mr. ABHTANKAB supported the resolution of Pt. Motilal and contro- 
verted the arguments of Mr. Jayakar. He wae surprised that Mr. Jifilmr 
and Pandit Malaviya who bad never stood within ten miles distance cd Lok. 
Tilak in his life were invoking his name. To say that the aecepta nos of 
ministerdiip waa Besponaive Go-operatioo was an insult to the doctrine of 
Besponsive Go-operatioo. He had no quarrel with the doctrine os soak 
but with the programme that was sought to be shoTcd under it FfosUh 
Malaviya had tdked of swords. Great words indeed— India, wodd indeod 
thank herself If Pandit Malaviya could come to swords. £bwever» Mr. 
Abhyankar congratnlsted Messrs. Jayakar and Kclksr on having dfO 0 sd 
Dr. Mooqje into the open. (Laughter). Mr. Jayakar bad asked Ae Gongrsm 
to think of the country and not of the party. Had he f or g o tt e n that the 
8 ward Par^— in the words of Mahanna Gandhi» Lord Blr keoh aed 
andL^ Be^ingi was the only par^ which was going ahead wMi Be 
progiimine. Did Mr. Jayakar think that the Bwsnd Forty was not for tho 
43 
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MUfeiy. Tbm might be difleraneM b^wem tlm pore No-ehiogen and 
lh» 8fr«f^iiiti» Bat they woold be able to joia hendt tooD and iteiid 
boUhr in the foee of the GoTernment Bat BIr. Joyakor with hie prafiaanie 
BeipoMva CoropeTotioD wot falling at the feet of GoreromnL 

Mr. Jeyohar loid that oiril dieobedience woe a oamooflege. Woe it not 
m ewonSage to which he agreed only 24 honn ego and that he changed hie 
▼iewe abo^ it the moment Pandit Molariya orrlred from Benuree f Then 
agaio'weiitnot Mr. Jayakar who in (he Itelgectc Committee agreed not 
to oppoie thii reeolntiou. 

Iffbtk Joyakor intervening, explained that he^merely told in the SolyeotB 
Comniittee that he would not move hie own emendment and he bod done eo.] 

Mh Abhyonker continuing eoid that Mr. Jayakar had oeked them to 
be logical by remarking " either join the Conncil. work or get out of it** 
Bat the next moment he changed hie logic and eoid that Reeponeive Co* 
wperation meant (he acceptance of office, each ae minietetehipe. Mr. .Feyakar 
and hie party had indeed reached the top of the hill and the next etep woe 
deecent It woe for them to decide whether that deeceot eboald be orderly 
or dieorderly, graceful or diegroccful (AppUuee). 

Mr. PALLIWAL in eloquent Hindu cupportcd Pandit Motilare propoei* 
tion and pointed out that the country woe certainly not for civil dieoMience 
at preeent There wee no uee emharking on it at preeent All the eame 
they ell believed' that it woe the laet weapon to be used ogainit the Government 
In order to enforce their national demand. But in the meanwhile the pro- 
giomme of work chalked out . in the recolution of Pandit Motilal woe the 
beet end ehould obteiti the approval of the entire Congrece. Pandit Malaviya 
hid quoted Mahatma Gandhi'c dictum hang on one eide of the pandal, *' 
honeih*' But he hod forgotten to lee the other eide of the pandal where 
there woe the motto of Dechbondhu Doc, **End or Mend.** It woe thic 
poKey that woe embodied in the recolotioB. 

fig. Shyam Sander CHAKRAYABTY (No*Changer of Bengal) oppo^ the 
TCColtttkNi. It woe a pain to him to have to oppoie a motion which wai 
eoid to have the eympethy of Mahatma Gandhi. Mahatmaji wae certainly 
not in very much cympotiiy with it. Hit heart woe againit it. But what 
eoald he dof like Jeioi, Mehotma Gandhi, too, wai not liitened to or to 
bq more oceaiate, obeyed. Thii rccolation woe the denial of Gandhism. 
It wee all words. It wae on inconsequential docament and it was inconsu* 
tency personiio. The resolution talked of sel^reliaDoe in one breath and in 
the next soggested asking the Government to ^ve an answer to the Assembly*s 
resdation. B|y passing the rssohitioo the chariot of progreas would be dngg^ 
back oaSvbe Nmi-coroperstion poUcy would be jettlwmad. Non-cowpeiation 
wae a ereative programme notwMutaoding its negatiTe name and it was the 
one ** mantra" which would in the end bring Swaraj. 

Dewon CHAMANLAL dedarsd that lesponsiTe co-opmtion would 
mean in practice responding to every kidi received horn the buxeaueraqy* 
No Governor would appoint a Miniater pledged to obstmtioD. Then, again, 
oven (te I^Tol Ministers hod told the Muddimmi Committee that the 
BiahiraM were unworkable. Bmidit Malaviya’a ameadaMnt would weaken 
the haekhene of the pec ^ of the eoontqr at a time when the need wae 
4oMmittenit 
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Di; MOONJI laid LaU Lajpal Rat had a^id thafe ha eodd not Rad hh 
fn^ hi lha praaailtag darknaaa. Raa|»oiiaiTa ra-oparatioo ahowad Uai lha waf . 
Haifiaad with Laliji that Go?arniiiaiit aanrioa waa not daairabtoi hot ia aaaaa 
wham a waa In nuQirntj than ita leaden miiit ha noniiiatad Mlnktain 

and diaaa Minialan ooald not ba dtamlaaad by tha Govarnor and would 
ba aanranta not <A tha Oovernmant but of thair own party. Ha knaar 
thatinat aa at Qaya LaliQi pattad Uiam on thair back two yaan hanoa Lalajt 
would do tha aaaaa whan tha apaakar’s plaa would auaoaad. 

Tha Engliah wara a baartlaaa paopla. No amount of aaoriioa moTad 
tham. Twaiity-fiTa thonaand man want to jail but tba CrimiDal Law Amend* 
mant Act waa not rapaalad. They ahould taka a laaaon from tha jlaogal 
partition and work to anoeaM through raspo naiTa oo^oparation. 

PuMDiT Nehru’s Reply 

Pandit MOTILAL. raplylng to the dabata* eaid Pandit MalaT|ya ImR 
quoted tha spaaehaa made in 1919. Tha spaakar'a honaat view waa that Pandit 
MidaTiya might haTa more appropriately quoted from Ramayana. ilauogiitar). 
For who did not know to-day in India why ainoe 1919 thair opiiiuona had 
changed and why Mahatma Gandhi had to lannoh non-oo-c^mratiaB. 

Pandit Malaviya had quoted Daa of 1919» but had loai olita n whnt Dan 
had on hia llpa at hia last moment in hia Faridpur apaaek with nMtk naan 
tha Government waa plaaaad. Tha apaakar had followed tha ooBiaa oulr 
lined by this apaaoh. Das had said that if a aattlamant was ^ aninad at. 
tha Govammant must ba let to carry on govammant by aiaroiaa atf aBoqp " 
tional powers, and that than the paopla ba advised to rafnaa to pay taiBaa. 
Gvil pisobadiaooa, however, required a high state of organimtiaB and ha 
taw little hope of India being ready for Civil Disobadianoe until aha waa 
prepared to work Mahatma Gandhi’a constmotiva programme. Bat tha 
ultimata and must ba kept in view if freedom must be own. 

Mr, Jayakar had in Bombay held this speech of Das aa tha last will and 
testament Pandit Malaviys had not taken part in tha dtsobadianaa aaar 
paign, but like one sitting high up and seeing beyond had told tham : ** Did 
I not tall you so.’* Pandit .\Ulaviya bad accused tha Swimdiata of loud 
talks but doing litUa. Pandit Motilal chsllangad to prove that the SwaiRjiala 
had carried out their pledge to every inoh of it. They had dadarad in 
favour of uniform obstruction only if they wara ratorn^ in amqjority* 
Otbarwrisa, how could they obstruct suocamfully f 

Phndit Motilal declared that ha aa tha Leader of tha Swanj Psi^^a 
party whom even Lord Birkenhead had described as highly orgaaiaad— *waa 
surrendering it to tha Congress. Tha Bwarajiata wara of tha Coogiasa* aad 
wara not like Pandit Bilalaviyaf who had stood all through adds. 

Pandit Motilal defended Mr. Patel’s presidentship of tha Assembly an 
even tha King could not dismiss him. His ruling ware bind*^ on all and 
so long as ha did not coma nothing that tha Govammant could do would 
enable tham to have a sasaion of tha Assembly. Was such an oIBca one in 
tha gift of tha Govammant 1 

As for his seat on tha Skeen Committee tha Assembly had uslcad lor 
an Indi a n Sandhurst and the Govammant said ; ” Show os tha way.’* 

What they wanted was negotiation to show tba Govaraasant thowuf lo 
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BmSkmA mod m«tt thtir duMmli And if io the mum wtj tho GoTenuneiit 
••kid ttam to diow tiie wnf to the roforms ikoj would owtidnlj oo-opento. 

Fkodit MolQil made rolevooeo to the mppeol of Poodit Mokrifa 
Bo HoBtrti” ood quoted from Poudit MolkTiyo*i epeaeh in the AnemUy 
Ufoidtag tiio throwinf out of the PiiiaDoo Bill ehowiiig that Pandit Malairiju 
had ahmelanaad the Raforma as a aham. Aod ha waa aakiog them to 
work thooa*Tarj Raforma ! Pandit MalaTiya had amphaaiaad tha naad for 
unilgr* 'Ika apaakar agraad> hut unitp by itaalf could not aohiara th.air 
ood. Unlaao th^ had aanotion bahind tham io tha form of tha ultimata 
idea of Civil Diaobadianoa tha Govarnmant would not yiaUL Ha amphaaiaad 
that Mahatma Gandhi 'had given hia approval io tha raaolution. Pandit 
Blalaviya on tha other hand wanted thtm to divoroe thamaalvaa from all 
that had occurred ainca 1919 and accept tha programme of Amritaar. 

Pandit MALAVIYA than came to the roatrum for a paraonal cxplana* 
tion. Ha aaid : “ Mr. S^n-Gupta. Pandit Motilal and othara who apoka.in 
the aama atrain with tham have miarapraaantad me in two or three raapacta. 
(Voica^-noi no* yea. yea* go on* go on.) Mr. San-Gupta told you that I 
mja r a pt aaentad Mr. Dak 1 wiah to point out that a compromiaa dauaa 
waa added to tha Amritaar raaolution and on that bccaaion Mr. Daa aaid 
ha wanted • full raaponaibla Govarnmant and ha would uaa co-oparation whan 
it would be nadaaaary and raaort to obatruetion whan that would be nacaaaary 
to attain tha aama obj^ Lok. Tilak aaid on that ocoaaion that^(At thia 
ataga aavaral dalagatad cried : Order* Order). 

Puidit Malaviya— ** Learn to hear the truth even if it ia unplaaaant. I 
quoted tha 1919 apeachca not to aay that Gandhiji* Mr. Daa and Lok. Tilak 
are authoritiaa for your action at praaant. 1 never auggaated that I wanted to 
khow that tha policy which tha Swangioto puraua ia tha aama •• that 
advocated in 1919. After that Gandhiji advia^ non-co-operation which haa 
Jailed and the Swarajiata atartad in effect raaponaivc co-operation. 1 wiah 
GandhSi had bean hare to hear all thaaa pointa and bear out roy atatamanta. 
1 am aura if ha had bean hare ha would not have aupported Pandit Motilal’a 
raaolution’*. 

Pandit Motilal NBHRU charaatariaad Pandit Malaviya’a atatamant not 
aia a paraonal explanation but that dealing with hia argumanta. Thia waa 
not fair. Tha an^nca waa not hare to dacida what Gandhiji might have 
thought if ha had been bora but judge on the mcrita of tba propoaitiou before 
tham and vote. 


AE11IDEBI9T8 LOBT 


Mr. Miy id Bukah’a amendment regarding Civil Diaobedianca waa with- 
drawn* aa alio Mr. Sri Kiahandaa LulliA’a amendment regarding accaptanea of 
alaetad offieaa; Tha latter withdrew on an aaauranca that the All-India 
Congreaa Committee could deal with it 

Sri Govindanand’a amendment for delation of tha atatamant that tha 
eountiy ia not now ready for Civil Diaobedinanea waa loat 

Fbndit Malaviya’a amendment to Pandit Motilal’a raaolution waa loat 


without diviaioB. 

Tjhon Phiidit Motilal’a molution uma carried by a large majoiity 
— 1 * 
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Olker Reaoltttioiia. 

Hie odier leaofaoifeioiie on the afeDde were lonniDlj pot imn the oheir end 
earried without eoj oppoaitioo. 

1. Theftrat wMthat the prooeadiDgaof the Coogreai Committee, All- 
Indie Congrte Committee end Working Committee aho^ ordinerilj be oob- 
diieted in HindoattieDi, Eo^iah or eny proTim^ lengoage may be uaed if the 
apeeker ia nneole to apeak in Hinduateni or wheneTor ooeeaion eriaea. The 
prooeedinga of the ProrinoJal Congreaa Committee ahoold ordinarily be 
eondooted in ttie lengoage of the Provinee. Hinduateni may alao be uaed. 

2. The aeeond reaolution eutboriaed the opening of e Foreign Depart- 
ment under the Congreaa to look pfter the intOrea^ of Indiana abroad and 
earry on an eduoatire propagan^ in the country regarding their poaition in 
the Britiah Empire and foreign oountriea. 

3. The Congreaa placed on record ita grateful appreciation of valuable 
aervieea rendered by Uie General Seoretariea, Meaara. Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Bharooha and Shuaib Qoaraahi ; and in their place the following were 
appointed for 1926 : Dr. M. A. Anaari, Mr. A. Bangaawami Iyengar and 
Pandit K. Santanam. Old Treaaurere and Auditora were re-appointed. 
The report of the All-India Congreaa Committee together with aooounta waa 
preaented. 

The next aeaaion of the Congreaa waa decided to be held in Aaaam. 

Thanks to Dklkoatks. 

Dr. MOBARILAL, on behali of the Reception Committee, thanked the 
delegatee and aaid by having come to Cawnpore in auoh numbera they had 
atrengthened the 1^ people in Congreaa work, and added to their ear 
neatnaas for political work He alao thanked thoae who contributed to the 
eoooeaa of Ae exhibition and helped the Reception Committee by contribut- 
ing to ita funda. Volunteera were alao particularly thanked. 

Pt. Oaneah Shankar YIDTARTHl aeconded, remarking that they would 
have been able to serve better had a number of diiHoultiea not been put in 
ihrir way, and made special mention of the Kakori Dacoity Case which took 
away some of the moat important Congress workers from amongst them. 

Mr. & Srinivasa IYENGAR thanked Cawnpore on behalf of the dele- 
gttes. The Congress had been a success in as much aa unity had been reached 
between several sections of the Congress, and Lala Lajpat ^i had supported 
the main resolution. But his satisfaction waa tempeied by the fact that some 
•of hia most able oolleagoes had perhaps chosen to part compaoy. But he 
hoped they would think over the poaition. 

PBISIDSMT’s ClOBINO RB1CAKK8. 

Mia. NAIDU in her closing remarks dissolving the session aaid : '* In the 
course of these three days you have repeatedly taken the oath that you wiU 
ehoeae between liberty or death. You will be sinners If y«m do not stick to 
your vow. 1 am only a standard-bearer. 1 shall keep op tne standard of 
liberty that yon have entrusted to a woman, with mv whole strength, and 
asaure yen I shall not allow it to fall down." (Applause.) 



All-India Khilafiat G>nference 

CAWMrUli~‘ 24 Tn JtBCB-MBBK I BBS. 

Tha AU-Iiidia KUIate O w t a w e opanad ita pioaaadiaca on tha 3 ^ 
Baflanabar at S r.ll. andar tba pcaaidaMr at ManlaBa iJid Kalaat Aaad. 
ftaminant aaMOg Hwaa praaant traia Maiilaiiaa Malnnad AU and nhanlnaf 
Alit Janaib Takob H aaaa n , Mr. IfotiualSBhib, Mahatma Qandhi, Mia. Sandioi 
IMdib Maaaia. & Aridaaaa Iraoiir, A. thintaiamy hangar and T. PmkaaaaB. 
Hw paoeaadingi aam m a n aa d with piagaMB. A aamaaga qrmpathy faam 
Hdkhn Khan «aa than raad. 

PondamaaMfiy oppoaad riawa an Iha Hadiaa wara a npi ame d at An 
Coaiannea an.ihii dv by Manlnna Banat Mohnm, ChMnnu of Aa 
Baaa pH an r p a a mlt taa i and Manh aa Abid Knlam Aaad. P iaatdant ot Aa Oaa- 
faranoa. floam aadtanmat «aa oaaaad «hnn Aa focmar apoka. 

The ChaLirnaae'e Addieea 

Manlaiia &arnt MOHAKl. an wakoaoinKAa dalagataa, aaid Aa Tnrha 
had na p oea c to and Aa Khilafat,arhioh aratotnidnra lofniig aa Uam anatad. 
It waaeidy Aa rmpon M bility for Aa odke Aa* Aa Torka bad nfnaad A 
.Miae. Ha haU Aay vara prapanad to halp Aa Khilafat They had indead 
alraady laoaiaad a maaaage AioaA Dr. Ainari that AaTnrka aftar aatAng 
Aeir intaioal dMImilAia mndd ba alia to andartaka Aa naponaillf Utiea of 
tha But Aa Toika ioaiatadiAat it nnMt ba damoenMn^ namaly that 

tha Khalifn ba alaatad and ha balpad^ • Coannl wboaa apiaioD ba Toiead 
Aroogh Aa ohoaM Khalifa. WiA m Torka lOfnaing to hm Aa Khilafat 
it moat ga to Aa Xing of Hadiaa or Praaidant of tha Bapnblic of liediaa> 
Ha voold prafar Aa lattar, tboogh Aare aaemad no imoMdiata pioapaet of 
gtotingit 

Manlana Baaiat Mohani howoTari hold it waa impoatibla to pntaet Aa 
Khilafat wMboot Aa aid of Tnrkay. aad Aaiafota Aa ato an ^ Uov to 
Aa Kbilaf A oat Aa EogliA and Fraooh aaaadata oaer Iraq and Palaatina. 
Tha apaakor hald that tha oidp aOrar Going in Gbariff Hnaaain a oaraar 
waa that ha rafnaad to aign an aga aa m art wlA Britain ngaiding An JawkG 
Homa in PalaaMnOt hot wbat Ataiiff Hnaaain rafnaad to do bm boon laadQy 
dona by Ibn Sagd ha Aa form of Aa €AytoB>lbo Sand ag ra e m anh thaiaby 
jaopaidiaiag tlia j n t a ra ata of Ttoha aad Dnaea. I nd oad. bo hald that thto 
aottlomont oponod Aa wap for Bii ta i n to do a gmaa wrong to Ttokay by 
aaonring Aa LaagWa daoiaion in bar lavonr rogaiding MoadL 

Hunt Mokani oigad Aat Aa Gaatral Conanltao 

ahoold oaan to ao p pa rt Iha Sa^ aad Aoold atand for a Bapnldla in 
Ha^aa. Por* if Iba Band oaan aatahliAad himaalf in Aa Ha^aat it woaid ha 
impoaaibla to hnto a B apn b B a an font of Oorarnmart. Aftar Aa ionaar 
tionof AafiadNoHtvAliBjtnhaadahonidaat ia Oanaeil aad ha daohrad 
Elalifa ia Oannailr India baiag dn|y r a pn aan t a d on tUa Connai to 000- 
aoUdAo Aa KUhdnb IfioAaahonld ba amdato rid gyria, Palaatina and Iraq 
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mad mt i bik h dimk MM W t Mtt Itekif M M 
Hid|Mi Bt dMhnd wuj one onpoMd to iMi msiibm «htdil Im f«- 
BttoMtte CMrtl KhIkfcA ftonwM to fte ahoft pMr 
laatiM ir to itorid laid to ndD. 

The Pf eaideiitial Addtaat 

i l aa kn a Alml Kalam AZAD is hit Pr«iid«ilial Add[raaa» whleb was 
daUfaiad ** asMpoia»’' ftrto dwalt on the saed for oostimiiiic and torasr 
trailing tha IMaito oigadMoD. This body* ha bald* wat tha only boos 
Sda badly ratoMsti^ Mntlim omios on feba iaaiiea now tronbbng tha 
Mndfan woild. To dkaolaa tha organiition woold ba bald to ba a aariona 
aat baak to thair work. 

Ika Hadiaa gMtion waa tha moat important Thay ahonld all hara 
raiokad at tha downfall of tha Sheridan family and ahonld apiltnd Saltan 
Ito 8aad*a alforta. In thia behalf tha Cantiml Khilafat Ommittaa bad 
niraady daelarad ita* abhorranoa at demolition of aoma of tha holy plaaaa. 
Ibn Sand had daolarad that ha waa for tha ioqniiy dona to the holy plaoea in 
hia abaaooa and ha had daolarad hk willMoaaa to abide by the opinion of 
tbaolQgkta and to afford faoilitiea for repair. , A Oonfaranoa of Mnalima of 
tha world ahonld ba aoon bald. India dmnld ba properly rapraaanted on it 
Tha orpmiiation wae rapreaantatiTa of the Mnalime in India. 

Tooahing on tha internal politica, Manlana Aaad aaid the Khilafat Com- 
mittaaa ahonld ally thamaeWaa with the Congreaa organiaalion for the farther 
nnaa of tha national programme. The Khilafat Committee ahonld have deft* 
nito Tiawa on tha qnaatlon of Coanoil*entry and tha Manlana would himaalf 
adraeato Oonndl work. The Khilafat Committee ahonld put forward ita 
progmmna in elaar and unambignona terma. Tha Manlau laid atreaa on 
the politkal ednaation of the people ao that the deairad end could ba 
athiaTad. 

Mahomed Ali’s Attaok on Mobami 

After tha Gonfarenoe waa over, tha Khilafat demonatratiou.waa held lata 
at night whan aavaral apeakera addreaaed a large audience in the Khilafat 
Conferanaa. Manlana MOHAMED ALl apoka advaraely on the apeaoh 
delivered by Manlana Haarat Mobani aa Chairman of tha Raoeption 
Committaa in which Mohani Saheb had gone bayood bk province on comment* 
ing upon Taifooa mattaia. Manlana Mohamad Ali held that they muat 
ooA aa Mankoa Haarat had dona, aaaapt tha newapapar romonr of tha 
Cliqpton-lbii Sand Agraemant Of ,eonna» if Ibn Sand behaved in the 
manner Shaiiff Hnaaain had acted thay woold all oppoae him too. Bat 
an far no deSnita proof waa foithooming abont tha Agreement. On the 
attar hand. Ibn Sand had dona wall In tarniog oot the Shariffiana. 

Aa ragaida the naeaaalty for tha KhOafat Coufaranoa. he aaid. if tha 
Tkrka had won tkair indapandanaa the Indian BLhilafatiau had in aoma 
Mil vray aaada ttal paaaibla by eariying on tha agitation that it waa 
h a iam ** (ain) lor tha Mnafo to kill a Mndim. Thk had prevented tho 
^QMiimant to ttoaa daya to aend Indton troopa to flght the Tnrka. 
Ike aaom aftoaliaD nd^ now ariaa. II aha Laagna'a deekion abont Moaol 
waa anfoiead. Ha nnwad that tha ^toka might raamin in poaaaaalon of 
M tha KhfkSt Committoa’a ha roquirad to pravona 
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lodiuM Mug gpln Mind to Miirt to tam oat tho TMo fnooi MoooL 
Mimlooo Mohimod Ali at thk otogo waa Imdod ofor o aaUo Jnat ttao 
TooeiTcd liom tia Khilalat Dofmtatkm wbieh* had goiio to fogjoiio into Hio 
true atota of aflaira in Hadiao* He road it to tba aadiaiwa amidiit applanaa. 

The foUowing la tba text of the Cable whidi waa gnblidiad in n e we p ayara 
uiidar the caption 

«How AH'# CafriMo Smw daarf", 

••Emir 4li*a Medina garffm earreodered on the 4tli of fDaoeaiboa. Ula on the 
10th. Aiwa]h on the ISth and Thhak and Zafaa on tho 14th. Qofaraor Tamboo is lapgeiod 
to have fled. Troopo an eipeoted to Mmnder moou Taet qnantitieo of anta^. 
annanitfon, milway nwteriali and fin wimlen appaiatao fell tato tho Mejdfo haado. 
Amir Mohamood oatefed Medina on tho flth and we on tho lOtb and oiemd Jnna 
pmjeri, all the Meidla joining. The Amir pretented robn to Imom. 

** m reporu of a eraek in the dome of the Piophet'e tomb it entirely lalae. a 
minute esamiDation dioeloeed teo otraT boJlet marka on the doom and one minaret, all 
from AU*e tide beadqnartere. The Bedooina am hoatile to Ali. The location of reaponai- 
bili^ ia impoaaible. The tomb and the dooM of Sydna Hamsa it nninjaicd. Only two 
of the ornamontal tOpa on the iron railing aarroonding the tomb and the portion of the 
pueca Tkwia Aqil'a tomb neat to Sydna Hamia (ainoe reatored) an Injand. One laiaed 
platform facing the tomba known aa Maajld Abimar alao anfiend. Other tomb domea 
and hiatorioal monnmento an quite aafe. 

^ Qoha and Hamn Moaqoea in the M^i*a ocenpation lone wen alightly bit by 
•barpnela from Alfa gnna. Maghribi Bakhari and the Hindi booaea near the eity wall 
wen deatroyod by Alfa truopa. Intertiewed Abdul Majid, Alfa oommandor, jnatifiod 
their action. Bepoita of indecent oeareh of women leaving Medina by Alf a ioldieta, 
renuwal oarpeta and money from Harem of Nabvl by Hntain and Ali an eonflnned by 
Shnrafai, Medina Hanm oflfeiale, Abdnj baqi, Farangimaholi and othem. OoenaMntary 
proof of tho oflor of Medina to Tranajordania by Ali*a oflielala iaqvailable. Amir 
Mol^mmed are treating the Medinitea with brotherly aileetioii and providing niiof bat 
diitieaa it acnto and extenaive. We an opening free kitchen with Ibnr tbooannd mpem 
onder the Snperviaioa Oommittoe oonoiatiDg of Sbaikbnl Hnrrm, Prcoident Monieipnlity, 
Abrint Boqi, FnrmniBmhnii, Shnikh Mohammed Hoaeain, flamman Syed Malmood 
Fyaabadi Mohammed and Hniain Qabbad.** 

Manlsns Mohsmcd Ali after reading the telegram appealed for fnnda 
to rolicFe the diotroM in Medina. Bs> 337 were aubeeribed on the apot and 
more waa promiied. 


Proceedinga and Reaolutions 

25TH-29TH DECEMBER 1925. 

The Kbilafat Conferenoe re-asoembled next day on the 25di Dooember. 
Ai Maolana Abul Kalam Asad was indiapooed, Maulana Mohamod iJi took 
the ohair. 

The ftnt retolution mored waa regarding the Riffa whoae Yaliant etaad 
agafnat the two mighty European Powers was referred to and their lore 
of Islam and patriotism were applauded. The following reeolatioiw were- 
alao patied 

** The All-India Kbilafat Conferenoe resolves that enliatmeqt of vohiiifeers 
in every distriot and province should lie taken in hand with a ^iew to 
execute with vigour the oonstructive programme of Khllafgt organimlfon : 

** This Conference expresses its profound sympathy with ke South Afrieao 
Indian brethren in their struggle for protection of their natioDel and civic 
rights and assures them that every Indian fervently desires eoooeas to dieir 
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oanas and would do aTerytting potsibla for tSooi m tliafr praaont ooadilioo 
^ alavary : 

“ Tha Gonfaranoa iinrilea tha attantioQ of all Uilalit workara 'o lha 
eritioal and aariona sitiialaoD that haa ariaan and aalla opon tham to atrangthaii 
the KhilafatorganiflitiooaiDtha ramiis diatrieti and provinoas within th^ next 
three montha of tha ooming year, if they do ndl want to kill tha prograaaira 
apirit of naHonal oonaoknianaaa created in tha Moalim community 

Iraq and Mosul 

On the 26TH DECEMBER the Conferance re-aasem'oled with Maulana 
Abul Kalam Aaad preaiding. The firat reaolution adopted, after aovani 
spaakars had apoken, waa regarding Iraq 'and Moaiil. It was moved by Maulana 
Abdul Rahman and waa seconded by Maulaua Shaukat Ali. It reiterated 
tha opinion of the Oonferenoe that from a religious point of view they could 
never accept foreign interference in the affairs of Jazirat-ul'Arab, th^t Iraq 
was a part of Jaairat-ul-Arab and that the present '.dministration of lr:u| waa 
really British. 

The Conference further held that the decision of the League on Mosul 
waa not acceptable, in aamuchas it was against the understanding given by 
Lord Curion on the occasion of signing of the Lausanne treaty that no decision 
regarding Mosul would be taken in defiance of the wishes oi the Turks. 

The Conference declared that if the Turks were consequently iorced to 
a war, they would he justified in so doing, and that the Kbilafat Conference 
wonld consider it its duty to help Turks. 

Further that Indians should learn from the hitter experience of tho 
last war and should not repeat the same mistake. If, therefore, a war arose 
on the issue of Mosul, the Conference would try to see that Indians did not 
render any help in men or money to the British Government. 

Bombardment of Damascus. 

The next resolution condemned the brutal bombardmont of Damascus 
by the PVenoh, expressed whole-’hearted sympathy with tho people of Sjrria 
in their struggle for freedom. This was moved by Maulana Sulemau S^ib 
NiMlvi and supported by M. Mohamed AH. 

The third resolution declared that Ukba and Mnari wore ossoutially a 
part of the Hedjaz and protested against any attempt by liriiaiu to separate 
these from the Hedjaz. 

The last resolution passed on this day urged tho Coaforenoe workers to 
join the AiMndia Spinners Association in greater nunibei-A, so that they may 
not lag behind other communities in this respect. 

Moulana Mohami’s Addrf.s 8 ExrUNOLi) 

On the 27 TH DECEMBER an important decision wa** taken by the 
Khilafat Confereijoe to expunge from tho official Kbilafat dooumeuts the 
address which Maulana Hasrat Mobatii delivered as the Chairman of the 
Reception Committee. It waa held that the address advocated views opixised 
to the declared views of Uw Central Khilafat Committee and that the views 
condemning the Khilafat policy for the year had been msdo in the spirit of 
irresponsibility. Maulana Azad, President of the Con fere ore. made it clear 
that in passing the resolution they should not mix np personalities with priir 
44 
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«ipkt Mid thoDld be gnidad aolelj bf Mute of I'Mpoiinbili^ Mid of lojaltf feo 
tbo Kbflofet. Tb^ b^ to weigh on one hMid the gniTHf of the krae el 
etadM Mid OD the other the ooneeqMiieee of being ioraed to deel with 
peieooelttiee. Thef eoold not allow mh a doooMiit to lom fMi of tte 
Uilofet liteimtore withoot eamog giwee nue np deint Midmg . 

Begeiding the etti l B de of the Ooofereiioe Ifeolri Odobor Rahman said 
that the eddre« had been eondenmed in modeiate langaage and Chat the 
aetiritiae of Monlana Haeml Mohaoi in eonneetion with the Khodaninl 
HMrman had made him forfeit their eoofidenoe. lalam waa reapector of no 
peraon. howere^ great hia paat aerrieea. if he deiad the Mnalima in reUgiona 
nattera. 

Another reaolution of the Oonlereiiee reaoWed to take atepa to ereate 
an atmoaphere for healthy annual pilgrimage to Hediatf to ealaUi^ in oaae 
of neoeaaity* Khilafat organiaation eentrea in Arabia. 

On the 28 TH DECBMBBB the Conference oonolnded iti aeaaion alter 
paaaing come more reaolntiona two of whieh were important namely» thoae 
relating to propoaed aettlement of Moplaha in Andamana and the liberation 
of Hediaei 

Tho Moplah Settlement. 

The reaolotioo regarding Moplaha waa adopted by the Conference on 
the motion of Mr. Yakub Hoaaain of Madraa. It declared ita reaeiitment at 
the propoaal of the Gorernmeut of India to make Moplaha with their lamiliea 
eettle down in AncUmana for the reaaon that the Jaila Committee had already 
declared agaiuat the ialand being made an abode of priaonera. Moreover, 
^e Conference waa oppoaed to Moplidia being aent away from their homelauda 
to any country, however auitabte. Further* the Conference feared* that aa 
men number ten timoa the women in the ialand, this would have a very 
aerioua effect on the morale of Moplah priaonera and their children. 

Liberation of Hedjaa. 

The Conference in the reaolution about Hedjaa *' offera ite congratula- 
tiona to Ibu Saud on the peaceful entry of hia forces in Medina and Jeddah 
Mjd expreaaea ita hearty gratification for complete liberation of Hedjaa from 
the tyrannical regime of the SheriflSan Government. The Conference further 
affirms its full satisfaction and confidence in the policy of the Sultan rcMarding 
the future of Hedjaa as conveyed in all his declarationa, and tnuta that the 
whole Islamic world will welcome hia invitation and an International Islamic 
Confereitee will soon meet to decide the future of Hedjaa. This Conference 
resolves that the Central Khilafat Committee should widely proclaim in India 
that the present weU*ordered and peaceful oonditiona of fi^ax provides all 
poaaible facilities for despatch and return of a very large number of pilgrims 
during the aeniing Hiy season and may also open ita offices at Jeddah or 
other places, if neoeaaary* for the attaunment of this object". 

THI PEISlDlNT’a COMOLUDIMO SPBIOH 

Moulana Abul Kalam AZAD delivered a brief spirited addieaa in brinr 
ing to a close the proceedings of the Khilafat Conferenoe. Referring to the 
main reaolution of the aeMion pMsed* he said : '* These urge the Mualims 
to tike the vow of eameati uaiatemipled, toBd work for the periormanee of 
the duties that are bindiiig 00 evMy iiadividimL Nations have their duliee 
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Id the Mine manner at iodtrkliiali. Corporate life oan be illuetrated 
by the example of brieke and walla. Brieln not joined together oan be 
picked off easily, but onoe they are joined together— that is. a relation it 
e8tabl»hed(onMlidfoandatioti)betweeDeaohof these— ablowto the bricks 
would result in injury to one’s own feet. This ^lilferenoe was crested through 
a change of rdationsbip. When one brick was put in such a position as to 
help and support the others, it was made infinitely more strong than it 
originally was, when it was deprived of the support of others. For nations 
there are fixed codes of conduct, deviation from which renders them weak, 
helpless and morally and politi(^ly degenerated and deformed. The Indian 
Muslims are a hopelessly divided and disorganised people— a flock of slaves, 
a herd of men no better than cattle. neiUier of use for itself nor of any benefit 
to the community at large. India’s independence cannot long be withheld 
now but our shameful iiidilferetiee to our duties and our disregard of the 
most fundamental political demands might postpone it and the responsibility 
is great, if we feel that we are retarding the progress of a people advancing 
towards Swaraj. 

There is an auspicious change in H^as. The land of Arabia hM been 
purged of a great tyrannical administration. From the very first Sultan Ibn 
Saud had made his policy and position clear and unambiguous. He h>id 
declared that he was not seising Hedjas for establishing control over it. 
After the autooratio atrocities of Hussain he was inviting representstives from 
different countries to decide the future of Hedjas. There is no possibility of 
any further doubts as regards his intentions. Past events are proofs con* 
elusive on this vexed question. Those who have eyes oau see things clearly 
and in their true perspectiTe. It was a great mercy that the Almighty 
showered on us when after ten years of shameful mismanagement and die* 
organisation that was rampant in the very heart of Arabia and which was 
the cause of much sorrow and suffering, a man came forward to liberate that 
Holy Land, For full ten years thst tyrannical Government of Sharif Hussain 
was supreme in Hedjas, in spite of the dedared wishes of forty crores of 
Mnasalmans of the world to the contrary. During the course of these thirteen 
hundred years these has not been an evil of such portentous magnitude than 
the reign of the SharifUn family. The devastation of Damascus was but a 
natural corollary to that evil.” 

” The Mosques should be educational centres for Moalims. Unless a 
change is sought to be effested in the daily life of a Muslim, no useful results 
are likdy to accrue. Orplmnages should also be es t a bli s h ed where there is 
need for them. Ihe Khilafat Committee should fix three months for collectiog, 
if necessary, funds required for carrying on its work and the rest of nine 
months to actual compbtioQ of the work token in hand. This will insure 
SMoomy of time. Euergiss wiB thus not be frittered away in nousefnl 
direction. On an appropriate oocmmu the Committee shall be acoountsble 
for a fixed quota of work undertaken at the beeinniag of the year. It shall 
have to fulfil the promises it made at the beginning of the year and provide the 
mueh-needed religioos education of the Muslima. This wooki mean enlighten* 
nwnt and educatioo in its truest seaot on every seventh day. This refine* 
ment of mind wonld thus be repekttd with nnhuling regularity. This would 
he cstabliaUog an ednontiooal insAittm, as it were with the minimom 
expenditure of oaergy.'’ 



All-India Hindu Mahasabha 

CAWNPUR^29TH DBCBMBBR t925. 

The epeoiel leMloii of the Hinda Mahaeabha waa held in the Congrew 
Faodal on tbe 29th December, the admiaaion being freer. Over twenty thonmnd 
attended and heard Lala Lajpat Rai. Mr. Kelkar* Pundit Malaviya and othera 
ozponiidiDg the aima and ohieota of the Hindu Mahaaabha orgarriaation. Ibe 
pandal waa packed to the ntmoat eapaoity. A quite large number of Hindu 
ladiea were preaent 

Bai Bahadur Viahamber NATH, in hia addreaa aa the Chairman of the 
Beoeption Committee, emphaaiaed that ao long aa the Hindu community 
did not atand united. In^a’a aalvation would not be achieved. Sangathan 
waa therefore, the moat important part of their programme. 

Lola la^pat BAI aaid. in hia oapadty aa the Preaident of the AlMndia 
Mahaaabha. that he had invited Mr. N. C. Kelkar who had auoeecded to Lok. 
Tilak*a * gadi ’ to preaide over the day*a funotioij. Lalaji bimaelf apoke 
briefly. He aaid tbat the Hindu community, perhaps excepting only the 
Chineae. waa the oldeat in the world. It was not inferior to any community 
in Asia in matters of brain and intellectual equipment, for it had produced 
a poet of Dr. Tagore’s eminence, a aoientiat of Sir J. C. Bose’s calibre and 
a chemist of Sir P. C. Roy's reputation. What then waa the Hindu weakness 
due to f It was the lack of unity and organiaation. The Hindu Mahasabha 
had been, therefore, brought into existence to unite all the Hindus of India 
whb a common bond. Let them haxe their own differences of caste or 
•creed, if thqy liked, but they must atand together as a community. The 
Mahaasbha’s business would be to organise the community and render help 
wherever neceaaary. He waa moat pain^ to find the Hindus declare that 
they had been robbed or killed. He wanted them to remove this weakness 
«iid this fear. Let them all harden their mind and face the world in the 
belief that none could bring them to dust. He reminded them that the 
ffindua* religion told that they were bom to die and that they died to be 
re-born. BHhy then the fear of death in upholding their faith and the com* 
munity's honour! The Hinte’ weakness liqr in their being too analytical. 
Thqy must now learn also to aynthetise the first lesson which every Hindu 
child mu^ be taught was not to care fur the ridiea or education, but to 
stand for* hia Dharma. to give up eowaidioe and become lion-hearted in the 
defence of his faith, not to depend upon the Government or any other powers’ 
help to protect them hot to learn aelf-defenoe. 

niustiating \k point of view Lahdi aaid that when Sita was in the 
c n at o d y of Havana and Hiaaniuo xeaohed Lanka and told Sita that he ooold 
take her away to Rama, Sita lafoaed to go. because her protection was 
Dhaima of her hnaband Rama, and dmt if aoy one else hdped in the eaoape. 
Bum would not be able to fulfil hie DIuunnie obligation (applaneeX 'The 
eeae way it waa fkB laHifimBi ohHptlon of dm Huidne alone to protect their 
wivee and children and net to depend upon the Government help. In India 
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tonfli^ Am ware not eTtti a doitn true BnAinioa. II Ibef bad baao tha 
aowa would not bava baao aaorillead. Tbaia wara not ayan ball a doaaa 
traa Kriiaftriyaa. If tbay bad baan tba aoBamaoilQf would not bava bad ita 
praaaat ditBooHiaa. Thara wara no traa Vaitbjaa wbo wban tba oommonity 
wat in dangar sboold bara placed tbair liebea at Ita diapoaali aa they beliavad 
in old timaa that nchaa wara intandad for tbaaa ends. Tha axiatanoa of 
ontoucbablaa waa a diagraoa and .tbould ba ramoTad. 

Mr. N. C. KELKAR dalirarad bis ii'raaidantial address wbiob could ba 
summed up in hia aantanoa that ** Hindus not only wish to attain political 
Swand in Iiidiat but they also wish to bava tbair proper share of ramaining 
Hindus.” Tha full text ‘of tba address is given below. 

Pundit NEKl RAM referring to tba mass of surging humanity that had 
filled tha pandal fait pleased that it showed that tba Hindu community waa 
awake. Ha said just as to*day tba doors bad bean kept open for free 
admissioni ao also must tha Hindu community keep tba doors open for all 
to coma in. A firm which continued to the debit and put nothing to the 
credit aoon want into insolvency » so would happen to tha Hindus, ii they 
continued to diminiah and did not add to their numbers. 

Saidar Sardnl SINGH on behalf oi tha Ourdwara Prabandhak Committee 
thanked tha Hindus from tha platform of tha Mahasabha for tha help they 
had rendered in their struggle. He assured them that they would give 
their life for the protection of the Hindu community ; lor every one Hindu 
who died for its protection four Sikhs would lay down their lives (applause). 
The Punjab Government unsuccessfully tried to divide the Sikhs and the 
Hindus on the Gordwara issue* but the Hindus' better sense prevailed. So 
far as Sikhs were concerned, ho declared that in any dispute Pundit 
Malaviya, a Hindu, would be their nominee for arbitration (applause). Let 
the Hindus select another. 

Mrs. Sarojini NAIDU, the President of the Congress, was given an ovation 
on coming to the rostrum. She said that for some six days they h^ been 
engaged in setting their political programme. But at the same time they 
realised that Swang was not possible so long as there was division among 
the Hindus and untouchability was not removed. She pleaded especially 
that the Hindu women must receive their just due and be brought into 
line with them in the national struggle and national service. The Hindus 
roust organise to defend themselves, but they must see that in m doing 
they did no injustice to others. Hindu Rajas gave protection to all minorities. 

Professors YEN of China, a Buddhist, spoke briefly in Kiiglish. He 
pleaded that they sliouJd revive the ancient kinship among all ancient people 
and laid emphasis on social service as being the most important teaching 
of the religion. 


PregidcDlial Address 

Following is the presidential address delivered by Mr. K. C. Kelkar at 

the Mahasabha 

Ladtes and Qcntleneo, 

nw tbsiik yon for the bononr yon have done me by eteeting me lo pri sble over 
tbit gatberiiig. 1 valne Ibis bononr lew for the bononr icteif that for the opportonity 
*t gi^ me for explaining tn position with regard to the commtmal eontmt or 
controveny in which for the moment ail of oi seem to be involved willingly or oawilltngiy 
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1 believe 1 MB one of thoee who ue the leeet e fc oted Iqr whet ie feellj m eoaimBaBl 
•pirit. To no politiool life oad progfen ia the oooatiy ieoC inftaitel/ greeter laporteBoe 
then the progreee or eti-beek of enj eiegle ooamemtj in this oonntrj end I oen, 
if neoeemrjr, prove that my fevoarite natto bee been the qneetion eeked by the Irieh Poet 
ill the fOUowing woidi : 

SheU 1 eik the breve eoldier 
who debte b7 o^o 
In the oenee of my oonntrj 
if oar ereede agree f 
Shell 1 give op the friend 

1 heve vmJaed end tried 
If he kneeli not before 

the eeme elur with aef 

In lejing tbie 1 em perhepe making e large order npon the erednlitj of thoee 
who believe that I em etoeped over heed end een in the mire of e bed eommnnel epirit. 
But whatever othere mej think of me 1 owe it to mjaelf to make mj own petition 
clear ee fhr ee 1 oen. 

1 heve leid that, left to mjeelf I would give the complete go-bje to any oornmnnei 
movement in the coontry. Bnl 1 find it impomible to ignore the herd realities of the 
litnetion. Strange et it may teem, the prospect of political advance thongh neither 
very concrete, nor satastentiei, has prodneed e react iooery effect npon the oornmnnei 
tendencies of the people in this oountry. And whet is stronger still, in my opinion, 
is that the advance of edooetion has, instead of ameliorating the bittemem of oommonel 
strife, epperentlj served only to fnrnisb more abiding reasons for the oontinnenoe of 
its intensity then the nneided religions sentiment of the followers of the diflerent religions 
in Indio. The proportional growth of oommonel feeling in Indie aide by side with 
the progrem of edneetion and political sentiment looks indeed like a problem for e 
psychological investigator. Bat 1 think the problem is not insolnble or even hopelemly 
diillottlt. To any oonte thinker the problem gives no sorprise; for the ronslBg of 
sectional instincts is e necessary preliminary stage throogb which ev^ notional movement 
has to pose its early career. To my mind tne oornmnnei reaction only eocentaetes 
the fact of the development of political instinct. It is probably beoanse political rights 
end privileges have begun to loom large before the mind of even tbe common men in India 
that he has began to take greater cere of his religions end communal denomination. He 
Undo in this denomination a much wider plane for tbe adjustment of bis relations with 
otlier commanitico. Without meaning profanation or ofienoe to any reiigioosly minded 
men, I would say that the reel beneiiciary of bis present much advertised religious 
movement is not his soul ** vis-a-vis ** salvation in tbe other world, but his desire to have 
more and better goods appertaining to this very worldly life. 

In this manner only con I hops’ to oeoonnt for the fact that the present political 
state of the country sbonld seem to be overshadowed by communal oquebbles end 
iooreosing oommnoal bitterneso. In laying this I many appear to be loo dyaioel to 
some people. But I would make it oleer that whet I have said covers only one and 
the immediate aspect of the revival of oommunelism in ibis oountry. I am otherwise a 
believer in tbe pomibility of religioos mimioneries wbo ere abaoJntely dfsinteimted 
in a woidly way in a oommonel strife end who honestly regard H a asered duty to presoh 
the truths of their own religion to people ootside tbe pale of those religkms. 

Christian Commnaity. 

To bo fnlr in the ototomont of tbe poeitinn I meet say that there ore at present 
three eommnnittos or religions who have boen ponieipeting in tbe aeotionaJ eontmt or 
strifSL Boob of tham, however, is in a diadnet end peculiar picdleament of its own 
end one most divo a little below tbe sorfsoo to omey tbe reel quantity end quality of 
the eontribution of eaeli of them. Wo will first of ell toko tho Christian Community 
in Indio. This designation covers both tbe Indo-Britisb, tho Anglo-Indian end tbe 
Indian Christian UNnmnnities. ,0f these the first con conveniently affect to separate 
their rellgioas end political activity in this coontry, for tbe eim^ icaeon that tbe 
Indo-Britisher it indl^tebly tbe scpreme political master in tbe oouttry end ChristioB 
proiwgsndism hoe very little of political fruit now left to be added to hie Mk. Bo 
frankly bosee the foondetko, end coottanm to trust the maintenaaoe ef Ue poUdoul 
power on hie military end indnotvinl euerioritj. It maM not be loigolleB, however, 
that even so tbe Buiepeoa hM pievided Mr himielf eeparata mmmnnel lepneentotioa 
in the higber coBStitntod bodieei And pefbope he wants nothing moie penoanlljr because 
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hi U wniy a taid «l ni r '*ith m dMfwM > 1 — 1 tatmt tetkiiaoattij 

M • Ohrltlliiia 

At for the An^lo-IodlMi he 1e alnedy am thM rtemwtelj imidodi ter te eertrol 
Gorornment deputmente end eboiei with the Indi Urtlliliifl a kiid eC ir eH ttmtige 
and pioceetion ereo from the overwhelmtaf iadtmi maforitj. Hie mok therefore eeeme 
to be BOt taking any intereet in eoaramnal matten fnem a vetlgfoM point of Titer. Bat 
ae for the Indian Ohrimiaa oommanity, it maet -bo mid to thete oiedlt that they are 
showing the leaet eeotarian or propagandiet epirit thoogh plaeed in a peeoliar poeltUm. 
They might hate a^ for epeeial repieeentatgm or oommonal eleotoiatee, taking benellt 
of the prefailing oommonal madnem. Bat they hare not done thie^ and their epokeimen 
like my friends Mr. Baptieta and Dr. I^tta always gire the flist plaoe in tMir hearts 
to a purely national sentiment, tmeting abeoloteiy to their own eterling worth, if any 
to eeoore to them the oofeted plaoe in the Son. 


The nest oommonity ooniribnting to thie oommonal conteet is the Mahomedane. 
And their oontiihotion is, in one sensr, larger than that ef any other oommonity. Like 
the Hindus they oooopy quite a iohoitlinate plaoe in this ooontry, so tar as real political 
power and aoihority are oonoerned. Bot nnlike the Hindus they hare oonneotions and 
atuebments ootside India and what they lack in point of iaspiiation from their imme- 
diate Indian sorroondings they can make op by hailing and hallooing to their co- 
religionisu in other lands, who enjoy a kind of quality with Boropcan Nations in point 
of international prestige or miliury power. It is ehrioos to any one that hot for this 
estra-territorial aitaohment the Bahomedans in India would not huTU been a great 
politioai problem. Perhaps nine-tenths of the Mabemedan populatioB in India i« mane 
up of oonTeita from Hinduism and they would naturally life content with their Indian 
setting like the natife Cnristian community if political ieafeu were not introduced in 
the community by Ofer-recurring thoughts of what is being said aad enacU'd by Mahomc- 
dan powers in other parts of the worid. The positioa haa been aggrataled by the efcr 
irrepremible propagsndiatic tendency of the Habomeilan religion. Their territorial 
oonqueete and religiooa propagandlsm bafe aeted aad reaeteii apon each other with a 
kind of afiniiy the like of which has not been seen in any other iustanoe. They base 
adfanoed themeelfes into the position of the targeet numerioai minority in the country. 
And yet their ambition and aspiration are not strictly in proportkm to their unmet icai 
strength. They put forward a transoending claim to representatioo, and wlien they 
ask for sn ** elttctife representotkm it is coloured iem by s numericul feme thsu a 
tense of political importance based not <mly on the foot of their hafing ones been the 
Rnlers of India bat brought into relation with the proapeou bowcfer flaionary or fanoifnl 
of ruling India onoe more. This idea they do not of oourm pot iu a ooncreie form, 
for it offends the h gal sense so far as the present Gofermnent is ooncemwl and oflcn<4s 
the national aense so far as the Hindus are eonoeriied. The (act, they think, of a ooberent 
continooua chain from Angora to Ifoharanpor of MaboaNdSa power end influence cannot 
be disputed. The further proioogation of the ehain it of oouree iaunediaiely untliinkabie 
bot what ie impomible if a man like Kassal Pseba was fouad to sef'are the f rmlorn of 
Torkiy from hostile Boropean powers and when Afghanistan is so near at hand and 
may be ready and willing to cross orer to aoQoesplish Uie eternal pnr|)Ote of Islam aiui 
to seenre a proper foundation inr thie fntnre conetraetiOB f The Mahoiuedans hari; aii vady 
begun to udTunoe u claim for oomplcte eeparation of every political intereet all along 
the line in the body politic of India, an that the identity ot the Xosiem Kaj may b«* 
cfl^ively emphasised and iu int»grity rapidly developed. 

Hindas 

Then eomes the Hindo commuiiity which also ssay be mid to be contributing to 
coBsmnnal centests hy its end ether movements ; but in ibis matter tlic imur- 

must be elcurly understood. It is obvious that tbs Hindas as Hindus have not eompli- 
eated the political situation by pnuing forwnrd any oommunal *lairo to anylbiii):. 
The Sangaihan has no directly political signiflcaaoe. 1 am cognisant, bowi rer, of i he 
retort, that the Hindaa have everything to gain ami ni.tUac to lose by general rketotate* 
and by the maintenanoe of the statos qno In otbev malteia. But then is a.'so a counier* 
retort to hisw In at least two ptuvinoe the Hindus era in a miuority anrl at least iu 
one pravinoe and one cab-provfoee they niu hope!cstfy oondemned to an inslgniflcank 
nuBserkml position lor ever. And yet in tsote p i ev tn w i the Hindus did not pot forwaui 
nny oommunal ohdm at any time. The esUy pomtion which the Hindus i ave takt u 
and wbioh, I think, they should never give up to thus the Mabosiudane esnnot be allowed 
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coolaim fpeetal lap iwtitl O B la dt i rwart FfOfiaeet aemdllag Ip a ipaetel rale te 
tbai ProHnoe. In olhar wtnlt Umv do omI objeel to oaj rnlo ol nalfonnl opnIieitigB 
which MoliOBM din t — jr ohoo i i to nhide by« Ballhqr ofajcdpiid will chieot to «ad hoe** 
pliM or raloi, co thil the iihO Me rt e ne mj bo c n o h ied to eej < beode 1 win, tailo 
von loie.* The appliootion ol pqj cat nalfciipl mJo wonld reealt nntnmllj in hoetegee 
being given bj both eonunonltiee in dlieiont Psorinoca In the Fionticr Pxovinoee, the 
Ponjob^ Bengol^ond Sindh the Mebonodano wonld be in n porition of advantoge. On the 
other bend the Hindne wonld be in n poiiiion of advaatige in other Provinoei. Doeo 
thil not gif e n kind of nntOBietio gnnmntee ogninat the iU-trentment of any one oommn- 
sitj by another in anv Pipfinoe^ aaaamlng that the Hindn and Mahomedan oonmnnitlea 
are both animated by ielkrw-feeiing for oo-reliffioniata f 


From the above it will be aeen that the oontribntion by the Hindoo to the oommnnal 
contest from the polltioal point of 'View ia the least of ail the oommnnities in India. 
Why, then, it may be asked, the Sangathan is a frankly oommnnal movement 1 The 
hUBwer to the question te that the amvesseat though oommnnal is both in point of 
religion and politics simply a defenalvo movement, it baa only a negative obaraecer 
in that it seeks to prevent further losses to the Hindn community ooonrring 1^ reason 
of the propsgandistie activities of other religions. Hindnism has as mnoh right to live 
at any other religion. One need not go into the qnemion whether Hindnism was right 
or wrong in being, in tbe past, a passive^ esoiosive, non-pioaelytising religion. Bven now 
the most sggressive Hindn is not loond to prench among his oo-religioniats that Hindnism 
sbonid go forth and eonqner those who have never been Bindna before. Unfortnnateiy 
tbe i<lca seema to be too wild or even heretical to the typioal or even to tbe average Hindu. 
He has not yet been reclaimed from that spirit of ezolntivenest from foreign contact 
which led him to think that oatside India there was nothing worth taking account of 
and that even within India the Hindn («polation that already existed was, as it weri^ 
nnmeriOBlly too big to be effectively good for iu own welfare, that numerical plenty must 
bo a cause of the degeneration of the sooial and loligioos ideal and that to shrink in tbe 
shell was the surer way to salvation and prosperity than to oome ont and advanoe. Sven 
Shndddi, he thinks to be an adventaie nnd wonld hedge, it round with innnmernble 
limitation and wonld propound in oonnootion with it mystifying oonnndmms which wonld 
befog tbe averuge Hindu nnd react upon the typical Hindu. Even in tbe matter of 
prevention of fotnre oon versions he would make bio own oonditioua and would rathci 
loose the lower classes than give them even iegHiBsate oonoeosions. All this shows the 
narrow oompam within wbicn even the protective activities of tbe Hindu Community 
are being manifested, and yet there are men in this oounlry who must accuse the Hindu 
of having started the et; of Hinduism in danger, and that tbe Hindus would be held 
responsible for spoiling the cause of national advanoe. 1 have always wondered that 
these ciitlos liave never given straight oategoricai reply to the oategoricai question, namely^ 
why sbonid tbe Hindna not stir themselves to seek organised unity among themselves of 
other religions in India are doing not ou^ that but mnch more f Why sbonid it be tbe 
responsibility of the Hindu aione to do nothing that would have even the most distant 
effect of disturbing the present complaeeiit mood of Christians and Mahomedans who have 
been furiously nibbling not only at tbe fringe of Hinduism bnt daringly attacking at times 
even ita heart and core. Will some body point ont to me the lenst littie bienth of protest 
uttered by these wiseucres ugainst the propagandistic aetivities of tbe Christian Missionaries 
and tbe Moslem Tablighisis f Their wnining against danger to national interest oonld be 
appreciated, if t^ were impartial in tbeir condemnation pf the disterbing oommnnal 
aetivities of all oommnnities alike. I really wonder why their wholesome advioe shonld 
have been reserved only for the Hinda oonmaBHy and ycl none of them, I beiieve, ia really 
ignorant of the ravages |hat are being sside in tbe imnki of tbe Hindu community from day 
to aa^ 1 nmy say, almost from hoar to hour. Biabop Whitehead openly claims that the 
toll whioh ChristiaMlty levies npoa Hinduism comes to two tboofund souls or heads, 
whiofa— ever yon may like to call it, every week. The real figure of conversions to 
Mahoosedaaism from week to week cannot be precisely estimated. Bnt it must be evidently 
a good round flgnre. AU possible minna are being prenebed and I'taetiaed for the benefit 
ol ChristiaB and Moslem aggtandiasnMmt among Hindoo and it is an open aeoret that even 
tbe resourom of Hindn States g o voms d ^ Mo s i sm Bnlma are being need for this purpose. 
But whereaa oomplaint is heard nggiast the Bhnddi and Bangatfaaa movements of tbe 
Hladno there is hardly aa nadtbJo or oica formal demur to the prooelytising propaganda 
of the aon-Hindua. 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 

Adfioe Co Hindiu. 

BoO 1 woold tak the Hinda oommaiiiCj no longer Co oonoern itialf with tho nooiUM 
tiogi bionght ngainit them in thie matter by inteicMed oritioe. The Hindne onght not ta 
JoM the oontinnity of their effort by the red-berring ^rawn aemu their path. They ebonld 
bate lenae enough to aee through the attempt to exploit their patriotiRn and national 
eentiment by people who bare nut themaeWea toreeworn oommuoat aotirity. The lomee 
they hare anffered in the past ehoold now open their eyea to look at a fatnre oorreot poiiey 
witbont the leaat blinking or heaitetion. The Htndoa cannot afford to lorn their integrity 
eren in the name of Swarajya. And in thia reapeot hiatory indioatea the reaaonable 
limiu beyond which any religion or commnnity cannot be called upon to make conoeaatona. 
It ia almoat amnaing that aome people ahonld affect to beliere that Hindna bare been 
gnilty of a great crime in happening to be in a majority over other oommnnitiea in 
Hinrinathan, that ia to aay, their own native ooantry. if the other oommnnitieo in India 
are in a minority here, have they not more than a quid pro quo or connter-balanoing 
aet-off in other conntriea f Are the Hindus to blame tlmt tUeae otbera are in a minority 
in India 7 And can any one aerionaly eay that, if other thinga were allowed to be 
equal, the present nnmerical proportion between the different eomiounities would disappear 
or even materially change for centuries 7. And in that case have not the minorities 
in India to accept their position iu a reasonable spirit without fretting and foaming 
over the irremediable situation. As a Hindu 1 can say this, that the Hindu community 
in India will always he prepared to abide by any rational scheme or method of giving 
protection to the minorities in India, which can be devised from any working parallei 
in any other ooantry where a similar position may have been or is in esistenoe. 1 may 
mention the methods of proportional representation, preferential vote, limited vote, and 
second ballot etc. It is open to any one even to suggest another and a better method, 
if imaginable. But as a Hindu, 1 would refuse, with all the insistence at my command, 
to be penalised or sheared like a sheep for the fanlt of being a nnmeiical majority in tbla 
country. Farther, 1 would insist upon the right being concedetl to the Himiu of not 
only preserving in fact their pn^sent nnmerical strength by every conceivable metboii, 
but also increasing it by the Shuddbi movement for the sake of recouping at least the 
ioimodiate losses. 1 would go even further and say this to my Hindu brethren : ** You 
have a right to be proud of your religion, as every body else and yon have a right to aspire 
to spread it.'* There is nothing reprehcnsibly boastful in saying that the Hindus are 
the custodians, on this side of what is called the Aryan culture and they will consider 
it a proper mission to give non-Hindus the benefit of it, if, of course, they wouM have It. 
One thing, however, 1 will warn ray community against and that is, some of the metborls 
by which Christian or Muslim propagandists carry on their conversions. This opens 
np a subject on which, for the sake of my own mental peace, 1 would not further dilate. 
But 1 would unhesitatingly say to my Hinda Brethren : let the Hindu religion or the 
Hindu community die rather than practise fraud or force or other notorious methods of 
conversion, which are tingal wiih melancholy meanD«'S8 of mind in any form/* Matters 
of religious faith deserve, more than any other matters, to be sacreil ground which ought 
not to be polluted by the footfall of any interests or motives of a wordly character. 

Difficoltiei. 

In conclusion, 1 would point out that even those who strongly feel the need of the 
movement of Hindu organization do not, in many cases, realise the dificnities which beset 
their path. And what is worse, many of thf*ae difficulties are of their own making. The 
Hindn Society, we mast all remember, cannot be well organised unless it has purged 
itself of its own inherent impurity and injustice. Hindu organization cannot ^ hod 
merely for the asking, that is to say, expressing approval for it. Us exclusive spirit has 
put it within 4 narrow and a straight jacket and even within that jacket it has been 
torn to pieces by the operation of quite a numb;!r of disinO'grating forces. The caste 
qrstem has been pusheti to a ridiculous extent and we have been tauglit to glory in the 
very meagreness of oor social grou|)8. This naturally leads to each group acting for 
itself and working for its own exclusive welfare. Kven the «le|)rt’«"’cii and untouchable 
elaaaes^ though themselves kept at arm's length by the upper classes, practise the same 
fault in their own ease and behave towards each other as they themselves were a tuperior 
caste and the rest no where. Another line of cicavage runs along religions sectarianism 
wbioh in the fnry of iU internal qnarrels and dssensions completely oblivious to the 
cosBinon which threatens' from without The Dwaltl and the Adwaiti, the Hhankaea 
and the Madhava, the Arya Somajist and the Banatanist, the Bbakta and the Bimivite, 
most all now agree to bury laeir small differences and to pot io the forefront the one 
idea that thiqr have all to lose in common eqnally, If they do not present a anited float 
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sod jcrfii IwBdt in organiaing the Hindu Society. They have elake in the eoontry greater 
tban any. other oommnnitj in India. In the recent tronblee the Indian Hahomedans 
oonld at letil think of fmch a thing a* ^ HijraV though of conrae they coaid not practiae 
it anoeenfniiy. Bat where in the whole wkie woald, ia theiu an inch of apace which the 
poor,, nnbefriended and threatend Hindn can call his own, i ntaide Hlndoathan ? Other 
comninnitiea have their whole baaea of operationa and world- wide linea of commonication 
and flotillaa dt boata and tianaporta which can rcpleniah them in India at need. The 
Hindn Society, on the other hand, haa long ago burnt its boata, cat off e?ery posbible line 
of oomnnnintion with the world with ita own hands, and has cooped itself op unwisely 
with a ditcli aronnd ifst-lf and foolish contrivance in which the valve ahuts agaicst itself 
bnt opens out for any hostile soldier, adventurer oi camp-foLower to safely come across 
and ^ve the* beat account of the slightest capacity of mischief or harm which he may 
poasesih The only hope therefore of this beleaguered community now lies in slioug furti- 
^ing itself at ail points of attack, make iricrids with aii ameng^t itH^lf and take good 
care of the blind, the lame and the diseased and to enthuse the whole gaiiihou with the 
hope that it can save itself even how, if it maki a up ita mind, the hope bidng leinforccd 
by the warning that it ia doomed to destruction ii it faints cr falters for a moment. Hindua 
not only wish to attain political Swaioi in India, but they also wish to have their proper 
ibnre of remaining Hindus, Like the late Lokamanya Tilak at Lucknow tbiy should 
at oouree be prepared to mske al! reafonabh* concessions to the minorities in the country, 
but alio like Lain Lajpatrai at Bombay, they must be pn parrd to declare that tliey will 
light far ffwaim] cheerfully along with Bahomt dans and others, shoulder to shoulder bnt 
wiU earty on the struggle by thtiuEcivcB and without the others if the worst comes to the 
wont. Bwaiaj will not be wcitli having if we caxinot purchase it with any price less 
than the ion of Hindnism itself. 



All-India Muslim League 

ALtGARH^aOTH OBCBMBBR i92S. 

Tlie 17tli Senion of the AlMndia Muslim League opened at Aligarh 
on the Both December, Sir Abdur Rahim presiding. The President^leot 
entered the Pandal in a procession. Among those present were Sir Mian 
Mahomed Shafi, Sir Ali Imam, Mr. Jinnah, Moulana Mahomed AH, Montana 
Shaukat Ali, Seth Yakub Hassain, Dr. Kitchlew, Seth Mohani, Mr. A«af 
Ali, Mr. Ali Nabi, Mr. Tasadduq Ahmed Khan Sherwani, Dr. AMur &him 
and Mr. Sorahgi Rustamii of the South African Delegation. 

Mr. Sheikh Abdullah. Ghairmui of the Reception Committee welcomed 
the League to Aligarh, the place of its birth. 

Mr. JINNAH In inviting Sir Abdur Rahim to take the chair eaid that 
Sir Abdur Rahim became famous when he was first appointed Member of 
the Royal Commission by writing his note of diMOiit. He was an upright 
Judge on the Bench of Madias High Conrt. After that he transferxi^ hk 
aotivities to the bureaucratic camp where be was a power. As a member 
of the Bengal Executive Council he rendered them many services which did 
not see the light of the day. The situation in India, he declared, was snare 
serious than he had known during his life time. Ho felt no doubt that 
under the able guidance of Sir Abdur Rahim a? d by the co-operation of sU 
who had assembled there the League would achieve ret>iilts which would not 
only benefit the community but India ns a whole. They desired utiity in 
India between the different communities and the first step to this desideratum 
was to bring about unity among themselves. 

Presidential Address 

In his lengthy presidential uldrcss Sir Abdur Rahim reviewed the 
position of Indian ^lus8alman8 and made some practical suggestions for 
advancing their moral and material progress. He strongly defended the 
attitude of Mussalmaiis towards their co-religionists and oriricked a section 
of Hindu politicians whose mischievous activities according to him were a 
serious challenge to Islam arid a grave menace to the political status of 
Mussalmaiis. He suppoited the proposal for communal electorates not only 
for Mussalmaiis lutt also for Englishmen and advocated the fonnation of a 
solid Muslim Party in the Legislatures as an essential and foremost nerd of 
the situation and without which he feared the politic:il ruin of the community 
would be brought about by their own men. 

He suggested the appointment of a strong committee fully represenlrtiv'e 
of different oommunities and intereets to investigate the entire position to 
regard to thn question of making Provincial Governments entirely respoosiblo 
to the legislature and ascertain the opinions and desires of the people on as 
Ivge a scale as possible in the different concrete political and adminktiitiva 
piohlema that might ante and then recommend a constitution whkli would most 
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tba requiramentt of tba aitnatioD. Ha dwalt On tha political importanoa of 
tba Mnalim Laagua and dai^rad tba attaoka on Mnalim oornmnnity in tiba 
form of Soddbii Saogatban and Hindu Mabaaabba movamanta and activitiaa 
lad by politioiana liba Lala LiQpat Km and Swami Sbraddbaoand. Soma of 
tba Hindu laaden bad apokan publicly of driving out Mualima from India 
aa Spaniarda azpalled Moora from Spain. Muaialmana would ba a too big 
mouthful for ^air Hindu frienda to swallow. Tbanka to tba artificial condi- 
tions under wbiob they lived they bad to admit that Hindus were in a position 
of great advantage and even the English had learnt to dread their venomous 
piopaganda. Hindus were equally adept in the art of belittling in every way 
possible tha best Mussalmans in public positions excepting only those who 
bad subaoribed to tha Hindu political creed. They had in fact by their, 
provocative and aggressive conduct made it clearer than ever to Muslims 
that tha latter could not entrust their fate to Hindus and must adopt every 
possible measure of self-defence. Muslims must tell these politicians frankly 
and explicitly that their claim that India belonged solely to Hindus was 
preposterous and unfounded and was unjust to India itself. 

Anyone who was at all acquainted with the history of the Muslim races 
throughout the world would never deny that they were the greatest patrons 
of human talenti energy and enterprise without any consideration of race* 
oolour or creed. Politicians should realise that it would be impossible to 
establish Salf-Qovernment without Muslim help. 

Ha c itioised the Swaraj Party and its incongruous mixture and said that 
unless Swarajists made up their minds definitely to free their party from 
the infiuence of monopolists and capitalists it was not possible for them 
to act ps a genuine People s Party. He defended the accusation against 
Mussalmans that their patriotism was not wholly confined to this country 
and said Mussalmans are proud of their international outlook and India' 
would have been a happier country if she was not embarrassed by caste and' 
untouebability. He sympathised with the gallant Riffs and brave Druses. 
The most disquieting news to him was the award of the League of Nations 
on Mosul question. The decision was pregnant with sinister possibilities 
affecting the relations between Englaiid and Turkey and he fervently hi pbd 
that matters would not be pushed beyond limits of friendly negotiations. 

Referring to the Hindu-Muslim problems Sir Abdur Rahim declared 
that it would perhaps be years before a substantial fusion of the two peoples 
came about and probably it would be as a result of some general social 
upheaval. He instanced the position of Mussalmans in Bengal, their past 
glory and their present abject position and pleaded for reconstruction of the 
community. English and Bengal were suUtituted for Persian and Urdu 
and in one^irgeneration Muslims were swept out of the administration. 
The motive was mainly political though it was supported on administrative 
grounds. 

After dealing with the great value of Mussalmans to India he narrated 
hia own experience in public positions and acknowledged without reserve 
that he lutd muoh to learn from his English colleagues at every stage of his 
career and he would have been a great looser if be had not the advantage 
<*f working with them. Most of the progressive measure were initiated by 
1 ngliahmen themselves and be could not recall a. single occasion when there 
^/3s an agreement on any question among Indian members for a substantial j 
iiusion of, the two of the Executive f'ouiicil. Their opinion was disregsidc .nl. 
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.H tta ludiui point of vioir hid not ptoraSod on nnj qimtion wbon it 
Bhoiild hsTe then it most be attributed wre to the weidraiM of 'Indian 
memben and Miniateii than anything ebe. 

As regaids Indians in Government it was alleged that the lyatem wae 
aooh that an Indian maiority in Government eoold not enforce their views. 
Even without any formal rules enuneiatihg joint responsibility there was 
nothing to prevent all memben oi Government in any province acting 
together in enforcing their views if the Governor overruled any of them or 
all of them in any measure of importanee. He emphaused the necessity 
that the Imperial Conference should be given a constitution in which India 
would have an honoured and equal place and he looked forward to the 
time when the League of Nations would become a greater League of Humanity. 
India> he saidp was far off from tl ^ ideal of responsible Government in this 
essential respect that her electorate was not eduoat^ that it would be years 
before every man and woman would have a vote. Nor was it possible under 
present circumstances to have one common general electorate. 

Sulject to these limitations the present constitution should be modified 
for securing political and economic progress of the country unhampered. Ho 
also referred to the useful work of the Kbilafat Committee and Taiisim and 
pleaded for a common language and common name for Indian people. He 
had no objection for Hindi with this compromise that Mussalmaus would 
use Arabic Script. 


Proceedings and Resolutions 

2ND DAY^3JS7 DBCBMBBR 1925 
Royal Commission 

The second sitting of the AI* India Muslim League commenced on the 
31 st morning} Sir Abdur Rahim presiding. The following resolution was 
moved by Sir Ali Imam 

* Whereat the tpeedy attainment of in . reapoosible Oofemment it one of the declared 
objects of the League and it it now geneiui y felt and recoep^ted that the conception of 
bwaraj thonld be translated into the of pnmticr Politics and whereat it It the 

declared policy of the British Oovernmenl aIoo to enable the people of India to take a 
decisive port in the moulding of their awn destinies which is maiked by the declaration 
of August 1917, and the enactment of 1919 which formed a definite epoch m the history 
of India, as a herald of the time when India will possess full autonomy and will rank 
as au equal with the Dominions and with the United Kingdom iteelf as a member of the 
British Commonwealth, the AlMndia Msslim League is of opinion that the present con- 
stitution of India most be amended and urges that for this porpose the Oovernmeot should 
undertake the revision of the Government of India Act 1919 ami without any delay 
appoint a Boyal Commiesion to formulate after dne enquiry and Investigation a scheme 
so M to place the Indian constitution on a found and permanent basis wiKi. provisions 
for anlomatic progress to establish full HosponSible Ooverument in India and thereby 
seenre stability in the Oovemment and the WiHIng co-operation of the people, provided 
however, that for any scheme of the Inrure oonstitntion of India t^e AlMndia Muslim 
l^gue reaflbms and unequivocally deolaret that the following basic and fundamental 
principles must be secored and gnaranb^ via, fl) ^1 Icgfslatnres of the ooontnr and 
other elected bodies shall be oonstitnud on the definite principle of adeqnate and efleoCive 
representation of minorities in every province without reducing the majority in any 
province to a minority or even to an equality (2) the represenUtion of communal group 
shall be continned by in* ans of separate el' Ctorates at at present provided that it shall be 
open to any commuui:y at any time ‘lo 'abandoii its separate electorate in favour of 
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} 0 tak€lcetoitte (S) aii terrftortal redlMbite tluU might st mj time be necemerj 
•hell not la saj mif eflmt the Xaelim me|iiri^ ia the Pooieb^ Beegel and the North- 
Wcit Fientier Prmr fa me , (4) fell tdlgleae liberty of belief, worihi|i, obKnrenocf, firopegMubt 
■emoiitiim end edieetioB ehell be geemiitoed to ell cnmmanitiei, (6) no Bill or reso’nticfB 
or ei9 pert thereof ehell he pemrd la aay legieletare or in any other elected body tf 
tbree^foortbe of the ■m Xb if e of mqr eoomiiinity in that partiealar body oppoee such bill 
or reMlotioo or part tfaeieof oa the gmad that it woeld be injarioae to the intereete 
of that oommnaity, or ia the alteraatiTe, eaeh other naethod it derised as may be fonncl 
ieaeibie and pr a ct i cabl e to deal with eoeh caeet ** 

Id oommendlQg iho moliitioD to tbo Loagae Sir ALI IMAM aaid that 
Hie preaetit ooiufatafeioii waa eonaidered to be inestiefsetory because It did not 
gi?e auffioient eeope for finiper ezpresaion of their political aspirationa. 
Beforma were Hiort in one Hung Hut they had not in truth conferred upon 
the oomitry aelHSofenmieiiti They wanted reforme which must secure 
Sell-Goverumeut. The appointmeat of the Royal Commission should bo 
declared as it would be legH elep. for the authorities in England to take. 
There should be no delay la the appointment of the Royal Commission as 
the wasting would only meao sheer lose of time. 

It was in the intoreat of good Gkiremment that the people should not 
feel disappointed ee iqgaids the appointnmnt of the Commission. Hope 
deferred would make Hie heart liek. If there was delay of this kind it might 
endanger the position in India as there wee an idea for separation from British 
Empire. If their piece wae going to be of im equal partner in the Empire, 
then and then abne, they oonkl^ content. So mueh for the preamble of 
the resolution. As for the pioriios obrioua justice was contained in the pro- 
▼iaion for adequate and eSHtive representation of minorities in the legislatures. 
Bzperienee has shown how a eictortan majority could be of a wicked nature 
and a perpetiml minority hed always to bear from it in provinces where they 
had got a majority. That mig^’nty should in no way be reduced, but 
maintained. As to the repraaentation of communal groups, he said that he 
had always felt a ragragoanoe for aeparate electorates, the reasons being that 
no country could take loiig Hridea towards political advancement without 
joint action. He wiHicd thaO Hm condition did not exist in India for 
aeparate electoratea. The deplorable fact was that the country was so placed 
racially that it waa inoomprebenaible to do without separate electorates 
It was a neoeaii^ evl aooordUng to him to far as the principle of separate 
eleotoiatea wua cooomed. It iatoured both the communities wherever they 
were in a minority. He hoped and trusted that all these little rivulets and 
llreami weuld grow into an united river of Indian nationalism. In these 
eiimimataDeee th^ would not help resorting to this sort of seheme and that 
would ultfmately lend la haimooy after which they were hankering. The 
most etrategio previooee were Beoigi^ the Purjaband the Koixh West Frontier 
Frovinoe* the lest heiug a proviiipe which though looked upon as backward 
province wee |oiiig to play an impoH^ part jn the' history of India. It was 
a proTiaoe of Hie greoteH poewble value to the whole of India. Behind all 
their beautiful pad progresMve eeenei they had to coneider at to who would 
keep toe peMO. In order to maintaio* toe peeoe of the country it was 
eieeptial that toe Iroailefe mmt be protected from foreign aggression. 

The Houlde Btoiihieda Aftab Ahmad Khan aeoonded the reioluHon. 

MOHAXXID Al 1*8 AXBNOltBNT 

Modm MOHAMIHD AU nmved an amendment to the reedutioD 
which ran as loPowe:— 



3| DBC.’25] PROCEEDINGS ANp RESOLUTIONS 35^ 

•‘Whcrfas Swaraj is our birthright and the existing Oovemiuont 0! India proTid<»s 
a (MmstitntioQ for India which falls far short of Swaraj and is cxtremoij onsatisiactorj, 
the All-India Muslim Loagoc calls upon the Gomnment to invite a Uound Table Con- 
ference of the representatives of all communities and political parties in India in terms 
of tbc demand made in February 1924 by the lj«,'2;i8!ative Assembly i'or ti)«' purpose of 
framing the cocstitntion of Swaraj Government to bo brought into force in the manner 
provid^ by the resolution of the l^egisiatlve Assembly passed in this b'lmif on that 
occasion. Ttiu League trustb tiiat the constiintiou exacted in this manner would be 
based on the ioilowiog principles for the podecuou cif minontios : (1) that ail cominunlMes 
shall have roprescutation in all elect. *«! bcKiies as far as possible in proportion to their 
meiulvers ; (2) that minority communities sl all have ihtir representation s»‘eu»vd to th« m 
in every elected body by means of separate ch'ctoratcs, provided that it shall Iv* ojarii 
torn minority community in any elected boily at s :iy time to ahandoii its tejiamt<- elector- 
ates in favour of ^oint eiectoiaurs ; (3) that* no cnitorial redistributuni shaii affvct the 
existing majority of any community in any p ovince without its own consnii . (I) that 
religious liberty, i.g, liberty of religious be'id, * slJp, observance, assoeiiiiion, propie,; >tida 
and education shall be guaiantetsl to all comma nitiei; ; (o) that no 01 reso.uiioii nr 
any part thereof shaii uc passed in sny legislative or any other elected body j|‘ threr.rnuiths 
of the members of any community in that particular body oppose sueli I’.ill or resoluium 
or part thereof on the ground that it would injuriously affect their conununity 

Amendment Ruled Out. 

The PRESIDENT ruled this amendment out of' order as it was a 
substantive resolution in itself and it was not placed before the Subjects 
Gommittee. 

Moulana MOHAMMED ALI then opposed the original resolution. He 
said that that resolution was full of short-comings. They should not demand 
a Royal Commission, but Hindus and Mussalmans should sit to;;cthor and 
frame a constitution for India. He was of opinion that the existing 
minority of any community should be maintained and that the represoutatioii 
sb(^d be based on propoition to numbers of each community. 

Mr. JINNAH supporting the resolution asked them to concentrate their 
minds on the realities and facts placed before them. He referred to tho 
speech of Lord Birkenhead in which His Lordship had remarked that they 
were not the slaves of dates arid that all political parties in India should 
first hold a Round Table Conference among themselves and then frame a 
constitution for India. The speaker maintained that if all the people of 
India were agreed on a constitution then no Government could resist the 
demand for ^If-Government. He asked them to come to an agreement 
between themselves first. Tho only issue between the Government and the 
people was that the present constitution be revised and that a sobeme he 
fom.ulated for putting the constitution on a permanent basis with provisions 
for automatic progress. 

The resolution was put to the vote and carried by an overwhelming 
majority. 


Reforms in the Frontier 

Mr. Abdul AZIZ of Peshawar next moved a resolution 
Urging npon the Gowrament the imperative nt^d to give effect to the majority 
report ot the Fiontier Enquiry Committee without furilier delay and a«kcil the merobers 
of the Central Legislature and the I’unjab Legislative Council to make rffons aiid press 
the Government to carry out tiic recommendations of the Frontier Enquiry Committee. 

He. went into the history of the question and asserted that the Chief 
Commissiotier’s plea in reply to the Muslim Deputation cn the ground that 
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the Hiodnt wera opposed to the szteosion of Befonns to the pfOTiooe was 
ontensble. 

Sir Ali IMAM in saooodiiig the motion Mid that it wee their dotp to 
eenre the provinee to their atmoet. The geographicsl poeitioD of the proTinee 
being such m it wee, if the Reforms were not exteadedi it might oreete 
difficulties for the future self-goremfog Indis and progreasiTe 'AfghanMan. 
It was neohsMiy* therefore, he held that in the interest of del enoe of India 
the North-Western Frontier ProTinees must be allowed to deyelop itself. 
This would create a feeling of affection in the hands of the frontier peo|de lor 
the rest of India. It would be a political blunder not to extend to them the 
Reforms which they demanded. 

Maulana MOHAMMED Ali supporting the resolation said that their 
demand was just; He was surprised at the attitude of Sir Denis Bray who 
held one view aa the President of the Frontier Enquiry Committee and 
quite another in the Council of State— representing the Government. 

After further discussion the resolution was unanimously adopted. 


3RD DAY-^J ST JANUARY 1926 

At the last meeting of the League on the 1st January the following 
resolutions were passed. 

RXFORKS and Co-OPBBATION 

Mr. JINNAH mofcd a leaolntion that although in the opinion of the League the 
present constitution was unsatisfaotory the Muslim representatives in the various 
iegislaturcs should utilise the Beforms as far as they went and in view of the appeal of 
Lord Birkenhead and Lord Beading should show a spirit of oo-operation in ali measures 
caieulated to advance the welfare of the people of India pending enquiry and investiga- 
tion by Boyal Com mission whose appointment the League bad already urged. 

In a learned speech he said that he wanted the League to express its opinion on 
tin's question. He was not. prepared to ask the Muslims to resort to civil disobedience, 
l^tt urged upon them to show a spirit of co-opieration in the measures which would 
beneflt the people of India. 

Mr. Asa! Ali seconded the resolution. The motion was pot to the vote 
and earned. 


Iraq and Mosul 

In another resolution which was unanimously adopted the League emphatically 
declared that Iraq was k part of the Jazirat-Ui-Aiub and as such should not be left under 
non-Muslim control of the British as the mandatory power and that the Muslim League 
protested against the recent decision of the Council of the League of Nation which offered 
to the British an extension of their mandate over Iraq for 25 years. The Muslim 
League furtbes protested against the Mosul decision of the Council of the League of nation 
as a glaring injustice to Turkey ami hoped that Britain would recognise the right of 
Turkey to the Mosul Vilayet and settled the question by peaceful negotiation. In the event 
r f war breaking out the League considered that the feelings of the Musialmans of 
India were calculated to be inflamed beyond control throughout the country and might 
prove a great and serious disaster. 

A resolation moved by Dr. Ziaoddin AHMAD to the effect that while it was necessary 
to tlx a B'jitablc stantod of educational qualiiication for the different Services and 
uppointments the League was of opinion that it was extremely undesirable in the best 
interoais of people to plaoe undue emphasis on the principle of competitive examina- 
tions at the er.pcnse of other oonsiderations having an important bearing on the needs of 
an admiuUtra^.on was adopted. 



1 |AH 'asl 


PROCBBDIMGS AND RESOLUTIONS 361 

Tbb Asiatic Bill 

Before the reeolBtiim on the booth African qneetion wao mored Dr. ABDUB BAHItAN 
of the Sooth African Depntation waa gi?en the opportanity of enpiaining the petition of 
Indiane in Sooth Africa. The epeaker said that tor the last twentj jean the Indiaiie in 
Sooth Africa had their gricTonoea and no relief wae eOeied to then. Their righto were 
cortailed and their pririlegei abridged to tooh an extent that life to the Indiane there 
had become intoierable. He then referred to the Aieae Beeerratioo Immigration and 
Begietration Bill and pointed oot the diaabilitiee to which they woold be oobiected 
under it. They would not be permitted to trede» to lire ontakle certain areae, to pnrohaae 
property ooteide tbooe areae and to take charge of a machine. They ooold not eit in the 
parliament and had no poiitioal or monioipal ftanchiiier He waa riiaeatiefled with the 
reply which the Viceroy gare to the Depotation. He eoneidered the Bill not only a 
Btigma, bat an insult to the inteliigenoe of India. If their deman i for a Round ^ble 
Conference to bring aboot a settlement of the question was not aoceeiicd to by the Union 
Oorernment, they would resort to passive resietanoe and it was going to be a Sght of 
East against West. 

The following reaolution wai moved by. Mr. Asaf Ali and adopted 
unanimouely : — * 

«The All-India Mnslim League whole-heartedly eupports the Indian settlers of 
Sooth Africa in their just and honourable struggle against the cousolidated forces which 
threaten tneir very existence and extends its most cordial welcome to the South African 
Indian Depntation now in India. The League views with the greatest apprehension and 
enters its emphatic protest against the Areas Reservation and Immigration and Registration 
(farther provision) Bill which the Government of the Union of South Africa proposes 
to pass during the next session of the Union Parliament. The League further urges 
upon the Government of India to make a strong representation to the Union Goveonment 
and secure a Hound Tab:e Conference before any further action is taken by the latter 
in respect of the proposed Bill, and should this reasonable proposal be declined and the 
Bill forced through the Union Parliament the Muslim League appeals to the Imperial 
Government to wituhold iM assent and dimliow the measure.*’ 

Among other resolutions passed by the League was one relatini to the appointment of 
a Committee to frame a scheme for constitutional advance to be placed before the Royal 
Commission when appointed. 

The other resolution dealt with the deplorable bitterness of feeling existing between 
the Hindus and Mnssalmans in different parts of the country and the constitution of 
conciliatory boards consisting of representatives of all communities with a Central Board 
in the Capital of each province to settle all matters likely to create cominunai differences 
and to deal with all cases of conQict and enquire into the acts of aggression on the part 
of any parti&lar commnnity. 

The next resolution protested against the Government attempt at the oolonisation 
of Moplab prisoners in the Andamans and urged upon the Government to set free the 
Moplah prisoners convicted daring the Mopiah Revolt of 1P21. 

Another resolution supporting the Mossaimans of Behar and Orissa in their demand 
for option to present their pleadings in the coarts in that provin<^ in the Urdu script and 
in their deniand for extension of the system of separate electorates to ail looal bodies iu 
that province was passed, 

A resolution urging upon the Government the necessity of allotting two seats to the 
Delhi provinoe in the Aasembly, one of which should be reserved for the Mussalmaos and 
one seat to it in the Oounoil of dute was adopted unanimonsly. 

Sheikh Abdnl Halid moved a resolution to the effect that Bindh should be ssparetsd 
frem the Bombay Presidency. The reaplution was carried with a vote of tbanks to tho 
chair. Jkr Uagimikmeamlo mmid. 
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All-bidia Volunteers’ Conference 

CAWnPUR-25TH DBCBMBBR I92S. 

Mr. T. C. GOSWAMl, Swarajist M.L.A. of Beogal. preiided over the 
Third All-India Volunteer*! Conference which opened its seisioa at Cawnpur 
on the 25 tb December 1925 . Hon*ble Mr. V. J. Patd, Mrs, ^aido. Pandit 
Motilal, Maulana Sbaukat Ali and Lala Lajpat Rai were among those, 
present. 

In opening the proceedings Maulana Sbaukat Ali, the outgoing Presi- 
dent. said the people had hitbe^ tr^ted the volunteer organization as a 
joke. He felt, however, that they could never attain freedom without 
making the volunteer organization strong in the real sense. His duty to the 
country and to religion demanded that the British be turned out, but this 
could not be done so long as they were not organized and fought shoulder 
to shoulder. Thera was too much vain talk in the country now-a-days. He 
was distressed particularly to find how they were again falling into the 
hands of the British and instanced the programmes arranged for the Aligarh 
Jubilee celebration where a wrestler ft om Poland was being invited to meet a 
Punjabi wrestler. 

Mr. PALIWAL. Chairman of the Reception Committee, emphasised that 
without a disciplined army of volunteers they could not win Swaraj and 
that even if Swaraj was won without such an organisation, it could not be 
maintainedf because to keep Swaraj secure was even more difficult than 
to attain it. 


Preaidenlial Arldreae 

Mr. GOSWAMI began bis presidential address by reading the message of 
the Congress President, Mrs. Baidu, which, he said, condensed the cardinal 
principle of the volunteer movement. The message ran : 

** 1 should like to hare a general conscription of the young generation to discipline 
it for natSoiMl serTioe. 1 ^ieve that the volnnieer organisation all over the country, 
trained to obedience, promptness, co-operation and self-sacrifice, wonld go far towards 
building up the foundation of national cUaracter a thoasand iimee better than academic 
moral preoej^ anil maxims.** 

The Cnrdinsl Principle. 

** In this short message is condensed the cardinal pdnciples of th*e 
vdlonteef movement for which 1 olfer my humble services and in which 1 
earnestly mvite the co-operation of all sons and danghters of India who 
wish their conntry well. 1 am smcerely thankful for ihe honour that has 
been done to me and 1 pike highly the cietinctlon of being called npon to 
•ooceed eudi a well-known patriot an Maulana Shankat Ali. He is oonspi- 
cnons in more osnaes than one. Apart from hia great position in the public 
life of India he has endeared himselt to ali sections ot the peofde by bis 
sinoeiity, by a complete ebeence of ill-will, by bis wide tolerence ara by 
a sweetness of temper which k snch a power ot go^ in all public activities 
and which k so indispensable in the volunteer movement. I appeal to him 
lor hk continncd support and I know, and you all know, that my appeal 
will not ho in vain. 1 invoke the bkasings of other distingnished leaders of 
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oor cooatry^—those who are not here tthd%y af well as those who ha^e 
ihowii their interest and sympathy by their presence amongst ns. This 
infant movement'needs a good deal of sympathy and snpport and yonr 
President is only too oonscions that he needs active help and guidance from 
those who are better equipped for leadership by wisdom, experience and 
service. 

Record of past two years. 

** It is now two years since the Hindustani Sevadal was formed at 
Coconada under the Presidentship of the best known and best loved young 
man of India. Pandit Jawaharlai Nehru (Applause), who with his chacac* 
teristic modesty described himself as a mere soldier, a private called upon 
to lead a great venture as he put it, full of promise of high endeavour and 
noble acldcvement. We all know however that n i b;^tter choice could have 
been made. There have been volunteers of various kinds, even volunteer 
organisations for a long time, not only in connection with the Indian 
National Congress but also in alliance with provincial and local activities. 
But Dr. Hardikar is the creator of a nucleus of an AU-lndia Volunteer 
Organisation. To him and his province of Karnatak belongs the credit 
of a great begioniog which it must be the endeavour of us all to magnify 
into a great achievement. The Karnatak volunteers proved the quality and 
strength of their organisation, their discipline and training at Belgaum last 
year, and besides drill and parade in which they exhibited smartness and 
martial bearing, they earned the gratitude of the delegates and visitors 
to the Congress by the constant and ungrudging readiness to assist and 
direct by their efficient regulation of traffic and by their entry work. They 
combined courtesy with efficiency. They were soldiers in the truest sense. 

Value of Discipline. 

** Our soldiers shall not be mere machines. But they must be most 
perfect examples of discipline. Discipline is noc essentially a matter either 
of brute force or precepts and dissertations. It is primarily a matter of 
** espint de oocps.** Ideas of unity and duty must be cooscious ideas in 
every soldier aud eveu obedieuce must be au iutellectuai process. Every 
man who atcikes out a new line apart from his fellows In the name of cons- 
cience. is not true either to himself or to his fellow men. nor is the man a 
ilava who has learnt to obey. There to often more merit in obedience than 
in a^^amertioa. It is a part of a true soldier's training to distlngatoh 
between judgment and conscience. In joining an association the voinnteer 
not only enters an organised body, but also undertakes to serve a canse 
which be beheve to righteous. 

The Imperialistic Idea. 

** The militarist idea is different. The invader and the Imperialist 
have no better conception of soldiery than as the hired aasasin's trade. The 
conception of a ooidier .as a licensed destroyer of life and property, to n 
very ^ one in history. Itiot there have alto Imn. from remote antiquity, 
other kinds of soldiea. whose weapons were not made of steel* whose power 
waa not the power of gua powder. The power that to engendered by the 
coescioeaneas of right and the will to serve to more poieat than aU the 
nmmnnitioQ of. mercenary hordes. 

'*Whea the Eogltoh poet sp^ of a soldier's doty.— ** TbeUa not to 
to aeo B why. chelts but to do and dio." I feel be was aligbtly censoiiooa. 
perbapa slightly aarcastic. Bnt even this Uttie couplet may embody a great 
Im. For while soldiers of Imperiai sm are ddiberately trained in diipenaiag 
with fsasoiilng nod iadividaaUy ao that thoy may bo lioely employid 
lor pinodor. lor d estr octi oa of the aanctenriei of faith and loamlog. for 
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oppMiloD and mauaae of dtlieiii, lor pieservatioa ol topeiial dominlou, 
ior Mtitfaetkm ol greed aod Imt. our voliiBteeiaf omr aoldien of Iteedom, 
diall be tboie who have firan Miel hi the came, who, far Ifcm having 
dUpenied with reaioning, ehall hv ddiberate conviction, after loll anaiyiie 
of the porpoae oi the work betoe them, have subtexibed to the lawi of 
oorpoiate life and united action. 

Value of Organisation. 

** Diicipline in appearance it mechanical, in purpose it is moral and 
its motive force is intellectual. The merging of individuality is not 
annibitation of individuality. Much oi the sdf-assertion that one sees 
in this world is the assertion of our petty vanities. In corporate existence 
personal predilections are sacrificed in order to make peironal freedom 
secure. Poets and philosophers for whom race and creed are no bars, 
who feel even the idea of nationality or nationhood too narrow, .have 
declared that organisation ifl not brotherhood. It will be readily cenceded 
that organisation is not necessarily brotherhood, but we must* also 
agree that it docs not exclude brotherhood. On the contrary it arms 
brotherhood with the power* to do justice to themselves and others. 
While military organisations have generally been employed for national 
and Imperial aggrandisements, there is much in military training that is 
valuable, provided the directing idea 'Midie directriee.*' is of the right sort 
The virtue ol smartucss is not merely spectacular. It is an aid to efficiency, 
lor alotU and smartness cannot live t< gethcr. That is the inner meaning of 
a saying which one hears frequently in military camps viz. * a regiment is 
known by its saltue.* The object of the salute is impersonal, whether it be 
partly the General bedecked and bejewelled or merely a gaunt painted 
pole. The salute is to the cause. It is a token of the readiness to serve 
that cause with head erect. Even alter the War I was told in Germany by 
peaceful Professors that the period of compulsory military training used to 
be the most valuable part of the education ol the German youth. They 
were not so much regretting Germany’s loss of military power. Ihey were 
thinking of the effect that coiporatc life bad in shaping character and 
producing citizenship. Kank and caste are in camps, at least for the 
time being, eblitcatcd ard what are called individual angularities are 
considciably rouoded cfi. Cart ful observers cannot bave failed to notice 
that in our colleges the problem cf Hindu-Moslcm unity, of removal of caste 
restrictions, even the problem of removal of ' untouchability* are solved by 
the exigencies and attractions ol corporate life and by natural spirit of 
youth which rebels against artificial convebtions. These two factors would 
operate in a much more poteut manner in well>d:rccted volunteer organi- 
sations.' 

t^on- Violent Creed 

** The volunteer organiiations that we have had or at present contem- 
plate. are ibt only non-violent, to use the current expression, but practically 
disarmed. This is so. as the President oi the F'rst AU-Jndia Volunteers* 
Conference pointed out in 1923, by the very nature oi our struggle. While 
opposed to mifitarism. 1 cannot say that 1 regard non-violence as an 
absolute principle oi conduct. I say this because I think there are dangers 
in quibbling ana meanings are attached to words and phrases at the dictation 
or Current controversies. Whether our national struggle can. or even ought 
to remain to the end non-violent. 1 do not pretend to be able to foretell- 
That would depend upon drcumstances which in human afiaiis aie so 
inconstant. Whether it ia ethical under all circumstances to remain non- 
violent, great men may answer with a categorical * yes*. But others would 
think of circumstancea where the rule must be broken. Whether the 
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fieMiaoi thoidd be of the pattive chataeler or dvil dltobedleoce, doq- 
▼ioliiititt Rioiiglitoiidindeed, ism matter of aeadesdc oootcoveiqr. The 
feet le that npoo fall oondderatloii of all dfcomataiieei we have adopted 
a poUqf of noo*violence. To contraveae that policy would be aa oatcaie 

00 the movemeat Itaell. 

Bade of Work 

**Aiid farther it dioold be clearly oaderatOod that the baaiiofoor 
vdaateer work hae beea aad shall be service. Aa 1 weot about ia the 
mofoBSila of Beagal ia coaaectioo with the last gederal electioa (io 1925), 

1 fieqaeotly heard from conservative aad cantioas mea aad from pensioaed 
Government officials, who were altaid of supporting the Swarajist candidates 
the rdoctant confessioh that when even a sick man, too poor to afford 
proper medical attsutlon and nursing, had to be looked after or a dead body 
carried aad cremated, it was always ** these ** young men of the ** Congress 
Party/' There are bands of selfless young men in most of the villages who 
do a great deal of humanitarian work. But as yet we are only on the 
thresh^ of organisation. But before 1 proceed to the subject of organisa- 
tion, let me say again that the non-violent character of our volunteer 
movement is due to til&e nature of our political struggle and to our ideal 
being the ideal of service It is not with the object of keeping clear of the 
Law. Our volanteei o^anisations hswe not escaped the clutches of what 
passes for Law in this country and both Law and the Judiciary appeared 
in their true cc^onrs in connection with the wanton arrests and the still 
more wanton trials of 1921. Ordinances will be promulgated in the future, 
aa they have been in the past, not to suppress ciimes, but to suppress life, 
and since the volunteer organisations are calculated to stimulate and 
Invigorate national life, the Executive will not shrink iiom full-throat d 
putjury and in the Judiciary there will not be wanting men with an adjust- 
able 'tense of Justice when our success becomes imminent. But let us 
always remember that the crown of thorns is a privilege. 

Advantages of Volunteering 

** Volunteering helps physical development and produces self-reliance 
and the capacity for cb^iecce. The Westerner has au advantage over us 
in this because lor them this training is provided m many ways by the 
State and by other public bodies without being biade'ed by loreiKO Govern- 
ment. f There is no inherent incapacity in the Indian, physically, mentally 
or morally. There is no inherent superiority in the Westerner, de pitr the 
canto! which interested people seek to make an auxiom. merely by repeating 
it “ ad nausam." The volunteer movement is primarily a young people's 
movement. There are in the provinces, 1 know, young men anxious to do 
work. We most not standard] je volunteer work too rigidly. In my opinion 
provinces onght to be encourai ed to form Volunteer Boards, not so much 
to control all the volunteer work, as to direct it and correlate it and above 
all to keep a census of the activities of all young men's unions. We should 
not limit ourselves to forming volunteer corps, uniformed and drilUd, 
though the uniform and drill have in them secrets of discipline and united 
work. But it must be recognised tliat our volunteers arc not like the 
standing army, paid, fed and clothed by the State and rubjict to a 
Special Code of laws, known as Military Law. The large mi.joiity or 
our volunteers would have to pursue normal vocaiic'.i8, but tbeic niust 
also be some paid-workers and officers and where pcssible proviaion 
camping expenses should be made by l^cal organisers with or without 
the help of the All-India Board. Provinces should have a vtiy iai7,c 
amount of freedom in the matter of recru ».ment and organi^auou vitbin 
their terntoxiai limits* but the chief workers of the province^ ihouid 
be represented on a Central (All-India) Board and should meet several 
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timet dortBg tbe year for tbe iaterchenge of idtM end ezpeileooe. I am 
notaekingyoa to ride " federaliam" to death. I am oaly anggeatiog a 
practical acbeme ao ter aa tbe All-India Aaaodation ia concerned. I nave 
not attempted to work ont tbe detaila of the acbeme or acbemea for pro- 
vincee not to adiedule all the vationa Unde of activltiea that might be 
regarded aa eolnnteering. In my own province tbe All-Bengal Yonngmen’a 
AaenciaHo" started by that aoldier of peace, Mr. Snbhat Chandra Bom,* 
ia endeavouring to correlate tbe aetivitiea of yonngmen. 


Fart of tbe Congress 

"Young people trained to ameliorative or instructive work in the 
vil'ages are also volnnteers in tbe best sense of tbe term. The dreams and 
passions of youth must be guided into channels of national mrvice ia 
vrbicte they may have a scope for healthy realisation. The General Secre- 
tary of the Hindustani Seva Dal has always made it dear that bis Asso- 
ciation is a part of tbe Indian National Congress, but ia not an appanage 
to any Party. It has sounht to kmp its fortunes apart from those of any 
Party. I do not deplore the fact that its relation to the Congren is some- 
what indefinite. It may not be officially a part of the Congress, but no 
national movement can be apatt from it. At the same time my own feeling 
i6 fhs * tbe Congress should continue to support it by fi nanda l help. The 
onestion of finance ia aiways tbe question of questions. It ought not to 
be formidable if a scheme of provindai and local devolution is devised. 

"Aquestionnwyberalaed what relationabip ought we should seek to 
establish srlth the Territorial Force unite, established or propoeed to be 
established by Government. I srili not make thto an occasion for making 
my comments on tbe report of tbe Auxiliary Forces Committee which has 
bmn with the public for nearly a year. Tbe Congrem should, in my opinion 
consider whether to allow lu members either to enlist tbemsdves or to 
encourage enlistment in the Auxiliary Forces even under tbe nnsatisiactory 
conditions at present offered. But the volunteer organisation must be 
kept apart from them. It does not conflict with them and it is difficult 
to discover possible points of contact. 


The National Flag 

'• Tbe volunteers want to keep the National Flag flying. A National 
FUi is not merely a symbol. It ia a great institution. The late King 
Edward VII ia reported to have shown his keen sense of the honour that 
is due to the colours of a nation other than bis own when on the occarion 
of a visit to a foreten country the organisers of his reception tried to bridge 
over a Wt of road made muddy by unexpectd rain ^ pl^ng on it one of 
the used for decoration. lOng Edward recognised the colonm and 
instead of step^g on the flag betecked it up with his hand a^walked 
over the mud. mr. Subbu Chandra Bose, the Chief Executive Officer of 
the Calcnttm Corporaticn, hoisted tiie Swami Flag for tbe first time on the 
Town Hall « Calentta and decorated it with Swaraj colonm to tbe bortm 
and dismav of the mighty. It had a tremendous moral eflect, for it 
was a arsM chaEmge. The National Fteg shall inspite in ns l«>ysl^ to 
the luM of our birth. It will restore loyalty fcom the mire in which 
aUen rule has snni'. It drall be the emblem of law and order whldt shall 
to tbe srarid that law ia without function, unless it be tbe law 
of the people and Aat order is srortbkm nalest it stands for ptogr^ It 
.K.U it the symbol of tbe union of tbe races and creeds of India, of all the 
sons and daughters of tiie Motherland. Let ns salute the Natimml Flag. 
l,et as salute the Motberlaad.** 



Indian Communists* Conference 


CAWNPUR^26TH DBCBMBBR 192 5 


The First Indian Communists’ Conierenes mat at Cawnpur on the 98 ili 
Deoombar. Mr. SlNQARAVELUt the President* d^vered a lengtlij addiess 
in oourse of which he eacplsined the aims and otaeots of the Indian 
Communist Party which, he deolaredL stood for the emaneipation of workers 
from their present state of economic bondage. The Party* he continued, 
aimed at securing the rights of the working desses and establishing a Workers' 
State in India under any system of Sdf-Govemment. 

Moolana Hasrat MOHANI, Chairman of the Reception Committee* 
described the aims of the Paity to be the establishment of a Sotiet 
Constitution in India after the establishment of Swarid* In the course of 
address the Maulana said 


w The moTement Gonammiiiii it the movemeat of pesiaiits and workera The people 
of India generallj ag^ee with the principles and aiaas and objects of this nurveweat* 
bat owing to certain misandsntandings some weak and aervoos people fear the serj name 
of CoaunaniBn, althoagh these misanderstandings have been delibeiatelj set on loot ty 
Capitalists and others who are opposed to it Some, for instanoe, eonsider that OoeiBsaaiest 
neoeisarilj beads for bloodshed and terroriem. The onlj basis for this wrong notloa is 
that we mnoticn non-violence only as expedient and neceseiry and do not llks Mshsfi , 
Gandhi acoept it as a fixed principle for all time. Again, some people wnmctj allmo HiSM* 
Communism and * thine is mine* doctrine are cos and thetasst Tbs mot iswsbs«S‘ 
divided property into two olassei* vis personal (e.g. watch, nmbiella, nimsils, beil^ 
clothing, etc.) and private (like land, factories ote.}. The Commanist prinolpls sppHss 
only to private property and not to personal one 


Aims and Objeots. 

** The detailed programme of oar Party whieb resembles tbs Soviet OoUMakStiim will 
be disonssed by them and paaeed by thie Cooferenoe. Onr alsu and objssis are as fottows : 

** To establish Swaraj or oompletc Independenoe by all fair means. AfWt tbs cttablM* 
SBsnt of Swaraj to see that it tekes the form of the Soviet Bepnblio on which all prlndpiss 
of Commnnism will osme into foroe. Before the establishment of BwaiaJ to work for tbo 
freedom and prooperfty of pcasanti and workers by all possibls means and in this ^P^ 
to oo^meimte with every political Party of India so far as they help the prosBOtlon of 
tbs above nmntioned objects. To arrange for lbs propagation of the prineipMo of * Oom- 
mnninn and create popolar opinion in thdr favonr so shat tb^y may be acted npon the 
nmnent Swaraj it established. . ^ ^ • 

•• Onr oigsnimttoD is purely Indian. It Is neeesmry to swntlon hsie at least fw 
the present the work of oar Party wiU be restrfetod to India alone. Onr rei^on with 
MlarPartlssofotherooontrice will he only that of sympathy and mental a^lty to 
all these in gensial and to the Third International in particolsr. Woareonly teUow 
uavolliti in onr patbe and not their enboidinates. Neitber we 'give them any practical 
help, nor do they extend any financial aid to at. 

“ Some evilly diepoted pertoat i nc r im in ate CeoBmonime as necesmrlly an 
movemom. The fact, however. Is that to matieis of religion we a.mw the largeit pto^le 
Istitedeandtoleiation. Whoeoever aooeptooar prtocipke will be a^pted 

whether he ie a Mnhammadan, a Htodn, a Cbrimton, a Baddhiet or anyhodywith o. 
withont any religion. In other wordi^ wo reoognise the ^IstfMf roligton s mm 

ooncider even no-ieligion also as aseligion. Soswof oor 
•eat Conunnnlsm as sgatost Isism. Tho fact is, however, 

of Ishun to capitalism, lor tosuaee* is stronger than even the Cosusanistie oonoeption oc 
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ilMdtiWbMgitiWio<*Zriait* ii impoNd maliily for the oonoidenitiiMi tfaol w long tm 
Umto It 9m ■ngle hvngrj ercotm left the Cftpitaliett hone ho right to Indelgi In hnefaeet. 

" The fBiPhMie leid on the ^Zehat * In the Qoren It next oalj to pnjera oad the ftnt 
XoUf hod oidoiod Jehod ** agolntt tboie who refuted to poj ^Zokut.** Bttidet the only 
teem of the prohlUtlon of Intercet Qtn he that the nturer piofitt hy hit eupltul tloiie 
wHhout doii^ nay uetutl labour and thft It agalnat the ^ndpiet of Itlam Jutt at it it 
agaiiitt Ooamdhitui.’* 


The Presidential Address 


Tlie Pregidaot* Mr. SingaraTelu* ^en began to hit addreia with the 
foOowiiig iigolfioaot remarka. The foUowing are extraoti from hit speech 
<*At a tioM when the opponeate of Cennunitm aie attempting to emth our 
ht naotont morement for making thhf world happier and pleaiaater for all hnmah beinge 
dwelUng la it, we^ Communiett in India, are meeting in tbit ball to-day, to take a 
gmieial riew of the political and eoonomic tituatkm obtaining in India, and to oonoert 
mcMiet by whieb we can render the life of our own oonntiymen better and happier. 
We with that our peaceful morement will be better undenteod both by our oonntrymen 
md our rnlert, bf meant of the deliberationt we are baring here in tbit Confeienot^ 
and wd hope that our work will be better appreoiated by the general public, etpe^lly 
the *induetrial and agricultural workeit for whete boieflt thit conferenoe it mainly 


** Judged hy the perteention to which our oomradet in thit tend and in other landt 
are put,** continued the Preiident ■* we should think that our morement it totally 
mltunderikiod and misinterpreted by the ruUng clattet, and to them we hare only one 
answer to make— that it^ the answer which one of the greatest of our race gave to hit 
perseoniort at Oaleery SOOO years ago. '^Ofa, yon know not what yon do.** It ia 
nnfortanato that in this world of onrt, the pioneers of every reform whether eoeial or 
leligioni, political or economic, toientifle or phiioeophical» aie obliged to tnfier for their 
tbooghte, ideas and aotione. But ae ** Kalachakia,** the wheel of time rolit on, the 
tnString whioh the world refonoers have undergone^ spur otbeit to farther euSering 
until in the end, the whole world tundt to adore them. This hae been the history of 
hnmanity fium the dawn of ages. Ferhape thie may be the history of the few Comma- 
niss who to-day are pnt to unmerited snilerfng for trying to terra their fellow men, all 


the world over.** 


Tribute to Lenin 


Nest, after expreming sympathy for the pertecnled Commnnittt, both Indian and 
Brititb, the President referred to the death of Bota Lnxemborge who was crnelly done 
•to 'death while peoifying the mob in Berlin ; Karl Liebkneeht, who wat alto done to 
death while eervlng the German workers, and to Lenin, and said " By his death the 
world has grown sadder. Here was a man who cared nothing else in the world except 
the well-being of suffering humanity. Such a man was suatebed awby by the omel band 
of death at a time when the great Workers’ State in Bnseia needed hit advice and 
guidance. The Communist world has lost in him a real benefactor of mankind Whose 
eoniitelt. would have immensely benefitted them in these trying timet. In the days of 
the Bevolntiw in Buitia, following the Great War of 1914,^be world of Capital mit- 
)ndged him as the old adage goes, that truth will be out, the thinking world ie now 
in. a poaitioai^ judge of this man and bis actions. That greatest Christian man now 
living m Bngl&d, George Lansbnry, hae paid this man one of the gMtest tributes ever 
paid to any other bnman being on earth, and in the oourie of ages, there can be no doubt 
that the work begun by this man in Bnssia, will nltimately beneiit mankind and shower 
happinem and oontentment npon the bnman race.** 

About *'Oar Coantry*s maztyri** the Preeident mentioned “the lorn of eome of 
the gieateet of India*! ons who have struggled in their own way and according to their 
own lights to eerve their fellow men in various ways. On the topmost rung of the 
ladder stands uniqne figure of TUak— that b ea ^ of light for all true loven of 
fioedemu It waa only the other day that we lest the true lover of our ooon^, our 
Deehfaaadhu Pti^ for whom the wtele country wept. There wee yet a noth er man 
frhekftWLind whete head and heart WM devoted to the freedom of ear oonnoy. This 
wet'Sivem Sooth India and we de^y depkne hie leak** 

Beftnlag to ** Oer Coentrymen * Nr. Bingmvelmmdd :— ** Among the peoplm ef the 
world, our oonntiymen elono form the mddmt portion of the human aee on earth 
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OBt of OTor SOO Mlllioiia of fallow baioga aio aoMMlty lad Md eiotbad : and naarlr ludf of 
thia aaefWng maaa of haawaity are iil«hooaadaMid aitdafoid of daoaoa hiioMB 
Moia tiM 80 per oeat. ara iiiiMrate. Maar^cg . faaitli are whai are knowa aa aaMati- 
ablea— a apeoiea of hamaaitj who bara ao o ihar fli|g|k l valktioaahip wiih ibeir oaaatrfMaa 
tkiaa to aarva itadr aiaatera They haaa mbrilgltt of eatty ineo pobila tcaplaL 
They caaaoi bathe in pabiic unka. In aaoM pinai th^ omot lae pabtie loadi. 

** Than wa have a million or two intalleetatfUa wbo aaaaat aerve their ooaatiyawa 
except ia waya proMribad by the alien ralara of the laod. la the land of oaia to agitata 
agaiaat tha wronga nnder which maby of onr ooaatfyaaaa aafld m often tiotat ooaaldaied 
objectionable, and aometimea treated aa Crimea. The growing taxation of the nrnnamriio 
of life ia becoming intolerable. With it growa the eapeaditore, eapecialiy the mUliary 
expenditure. Over aiaty erorea are apeat ananally for a mercenary army to keep ant 
imaginary or fanciful foea. The Oovemment of the country < ia not aaaiely over-mahned 
but over-paid, la the annual budget the eaoentiala of nkttoual well-being are aaoritt^ 
for aou-eaaentiaia The faeaith ol the nation la far from aatiafactory. M illloM' 'dad 
milliona die of preventable diaeaaea. If the vital atatiatioa ia in any meaauie a leat of 
civilwed exiatence, Indian oitiea ataud at the lowaat ebb ever reached by any other 
country in the world. Bducation haa become ao ooatly that only a few thonmnda eau 
afford to avail tbcmaelvea of the highest education and oultare, among theae vaat miliiooii 
Children of the toil are disarmed and unarmed and stand helplem to defend their homk 
and theiT hearth when neoeaaary. 


**‘To leoouut the talc of woe under which tbia nnhappy country anflerM^ will require 
more tiam and energy than I could afford in this uddiem. A few rich men are more bent 
npon riehea for their own comfort| convenience and luxury, than for the ojmmon- 

weaU Of those who suffer most, ara toe pe a aan ti of tlie oouutry, and wno alone number 
two-third of the population. Their life in the viilageo is awful. d.vept by famine, pestilence^ 
and disease^ their existence is kept np by the high birth rates which often acoompauy 
poverty and destltntion. The agrionitnrml labour, while providing a.i, esn have no direct 
access even to a |fflorael of what he proouna by bia loiL . Living amidst pleat j, he oannot 
get even the cramps. Tne in lustrial workers in tha eUy Bre unable to meet both ends 
meet on aooonnt of their low wages. Wnile all other oiniuirics are trying to secore a 
living wages to their countrymen, India alone does not even ihiii*c about it aud much iem 
express it This is the sum and anbatanoe of the politico — ucunomio oonditioni ami 
nnder which a filth of the human race has its existence un ler tUi Btitisn admimsiration 
in India.'* 

Explaining Communism and Swaraj the President went i»u : ** In the great atrugglc 
for Swaraj whicii is now in progress throogbout the country, we communists have to Uke 
up the greatest share in the struggle. Though amall, even ^ligibie in narabrrs^ we form 
the vanguard of the future Workers' Sute of India. 'TRrciore we have to see that 
the workers aud peasants in the land have their lighu recognised in any oonatltntioiial 
change that may come about in the immediate future. Whatever may bo the form 
of Swaraj which we may get— that workers* and peasants* right to live a deoent faumao 
life here ou earth should be vouebsaled to them. Wbtther Swaraj is one of Home 
rule, or Free State or Kipnbiic, workers* right to be rapreaeuted io the govemauoa of ibo 
country by their fellow workers or by the iutelligentsia of tlie oonntry oi«ht Io be aeonml 
to them. Witboat this right being secured or coucedwl to the workers, no form of Swaraj ia 
worth having. Therefore it is the duty of the communists to be viglimt enough to aeo 
Chat the future form of Swara] does not essentially bsoome bourgeois, but substauiiaiij 
become proletarian. In fact complete se.fxleterniiuation and. nniversai workers* suffrage 
ought to be the ideal towards which wv communists have to aland in neat oonatitutional 
change that may come abont iu the near fnenre. 1 tberelort; request yon to oonskler In 
this conference the methoils.oor party have lo adopt with or without the oopjancilon of 
the existing po.itical parties in the country, tor aceuring the rights of tba wurkeis and 
peasants in the coming Swaraj State. Tim motto, tberefoic, of every Indihn ^pmmaniMi 
ought to be. ^'o life without Swaraj awl Ka Swaraj witboat wofkefu** 

Bcferring to Congrera, be said:-** We aboald define what our attltnde Ml pM 
vrgnids this natJonal oigauisation. Thie le the only orfMiaatlOB whoaa poMHliliy H 
good wae grant. The National Congress wee once a power In the land. Tbongk kourgaUlH^ 
origin, in scope and outlook, it wae the one org a ni ae fio i i wbieb eontlonaily vofouJ Ibn 
political grievanoea of the natton. Under the leaderablp of Maliataaa Oandkl, It mas a M 
luroe lor at least a year. Daring the campaign of the Honmo-opafutloB movMiBi, tan 
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piwtfiB eg tipi Cdjgwit WM 9i ita heights U ftteid ftfe Swmi wltlioit defi&iiig it or 
BDOh taw iadMiedteg it. It epoko ia tlii bmm of tbe people. It aeted to the iwbm of 
the people, WfaMtt' its greet Iceder oeUed the nethm to offer nen'riolent light egeioet 
the *mmp«***<*^ leepoiided thtp pleoffd their ell et the elur freedom of 

the Jead, Bet; it etreeh bliedlj. Inele^ of directing Ite whole weight egelnet the 
hueenoiecgr god rendering It Impoient lor erl4 It etroek wlkUj in ell dlicottone. It 
hnrdened Iteelf with the redrem of ell eoru of grievenoee, politicel, soeiel, econonieel end 
religioee end therefore It got iteelf hopeleeelj entengled in mntoellj oontredictoiy ideee 
end eotione If It hed only etreok for hwere^ end eonght for the oo-opeietlon of the 
workere in the flght for it^ it would here eneoeedeo. ' Bnt it weighted Iteelf with ell eorte 
of ooneideretione inelnding tboee of ethioe, tbet the K. C. O. oempeign whioh opened 
«o hrlllientlj nnder ite enepioee broke down under ite own weight, end the retieet of 
the moTemebt which begun et Berdoli ended in the erreet end continement of itt greet 
leader without a word of proteet from hie followeie. The bureenoracj triumphed end the 
leedere humbkrd. 

** Amidit turmoil end oonfneion in the netioneliet ranks, the surTiving lenders of 
the mofoment querrelled emong themselves end split into verious parties, and the split 
is etlll undergoing further division. A very nnmberons party emong Congressmen who 
survived the debeole et Berdoii, formed themselves into a new party and calling them- 
selves BwaraiistSi they sought to oaptnre the Legislative Conneiis and began to give fight 
to tbs bureaucrat within the oonnoils which they onoe abandoned. Bnt here again the 
bottfgeoia mentality hea begun to show its cloven hoofs even in the Council fight, and the 
BwaimiisU Par^ whioh under Desabandbn showed some clean fight, has begnn to degenerate 
into a fight for loaves and fishes of office emong themselves. 

** From this short resnme of the rise end fell of verions Congress parties eogeged 
in the porsnlt for Swere], one thing stands clear before the nation, that it is impossible 
lor the bonrgeois of the country to seoure Bwerej for the nation unaided. Without the 
aetlve oo-opetetion .of the working masses, the intelligentsia of the country are incapable 
of winning Swnre^ Neither the Congressmen nor the present dominant party of Bwerei- 
Isti will he able to bend the bnreenorecy to. their will without the active co-operation of 
organised workers. It it enough to etata that the Congress bonrgeoise leadership lacked 
•inoerity in thei;r relation to the workers of the land. The pions hope now and then 
dpicMid by vnrions parties, of helping, ednoating, and organising the workers, both 
nrban end reinl, will never fmetify for the simple reason, tbet tbeir mntoel interests ere 
opposed end oontradiotory. Therefore, it is the doty of the communists to take up the 
organisation of the messes, end endrevonr to obtain Bwerej. ViTbetber with or without 
the eoKipmtioa of other poilticel parties of the country, that is for yon to decide.'* 

Coming to Swarajists* work, the President continoed : '* Council entry with or 
wfthont sffiee has become the dbminent plank of the Swarajists It stands to the credit 
of tte Swarajists to have brought the bureancraoy to a halt in its trinmpbsnt career. 
Thii temporary defeat of the bnreancracy has made the bnreaucimcy look small in 
the cyo « the world. Bnt the Inuian bnrcanoraoy, like the others bniesocracies of 
tfaeiemof the world, is Inezbanttible in its retonrees, and it is too shrewd and too 
poeverlnl to bo sailly deleated. Swarajists will be readily misuken, as they should 
learn from the split in their own ranks, if they hold that unaided and with a boose, 
dhridod agalBst teselt they can bend the bsTeaaeracy to yield to them. Single handed 
they oannot. Nothing sluirt of oomplstsiy paralysing the bnreancratic administration 
will bring tiM hnsennoinsy to Its legs, but to achieve this consnmmation, the active 
oo-opomtiOB of the ospniaed Laboor is ncoesMry for any pnrty bent ^n achieving 
Swaraj Hsie agate the Conwnnniits lusve to learn from the suooessive tefrare of every 
poUtM pnRy te this oouatiy that In the organlHition of the workers and peasants, lies 
their salvation and that of their ooontry. Whstto yon have to agitate for direct laboor 
TepTcanitstlfui in tha oonnoila Is also one of the subjects wbicn yon may tackle in yoor 
present dolteisatiOBs,** 

**Abont “ Cornmnnlsm snd snppiiusiiil rTsmri ** be said it sbonld be clearly under- 
stood that feuss the Siii^poiat of oornmnniSBO, tbisqaestion of nntonohabllity is partly sn 
sooBomisnl pidblem. Wkstfasr this class of peoj^s are admitted into temples or teaks or 
st r eets Is net a qaesttsn conaseled with oar flght for Swaraj. With the advent (d S«ars], 
tbaaa soefad and NHgteus dlsabiUtlei will isU of themselves, Commnnisto bkvo neither 
onate nor ovssd nor nlteion. As Htedns, Mohammadans or Christians, they asay have any 
private vtewa ahenc them. The questta of nntonobability is essentially associated with 
ilipulanne of the. vast awm of these Indians. No sooner tbeir economic 
dspemteM ii sohrsd. tha aoalal stigaM sC nntouohability is bonnd to dimppcni. lt» 
thw tesqunlity te tbs ownership of land whioh Is mainlv lesponsibls for the ezistenoe of 
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iMlotiy o( tbe mt umm off tlie tappcMNd peoples. Not mere entry into templet, tnnke 
«ftd loidt will nine thete nnfortanttet in the sooitl lotle in eqnnl terms ^th their 
• flCtaeiit htethinn. 

•* A word with reference to Khtadnr and its potentiality to wio tor ns Siratai 
. JQnddar is hand-made or haod-woren cloth. It was claimeit in the days of the K.C.O. 
movement that by proJncing Kbaddar in enomoni quantity, India can dispense with 
British-made cloth which i* imported to the enormoni snm of 60 million sterling annnallj. 
It was farther thought that by clothing the nation by our own cloth, British cloth wonid 
be effectively boycotted, and to that extent the British worker woold be injured, and 
that this injury would give rise to snob clamour that the British Government will bo 
compelldd to go down and oonoede all that we wanted. It was farther argued that if 
the nation, eipeeially the workers, should take to the wholesale prodnotioo of Ehaddar, 
it wonid snbsuntially help the nnemployed in India in earning something by whieh 
th^ oan supplement their scanty wages paid by the capnuiists and the landloids. All 
these sounded very well during the short-lived enthusiasm of the K.C.O. movement, but 
when these theories were confronted with actualities it was found that Kbaddar production 
had its own limitations. To wear Kbaddar as a natiuuil costume in our fight for Swaraj, 
we can grant that it may be necesaary in the absence of any other national uniform, 
but that it would supplement machine-made cloth is an impossible feat. And that 
snch production would effectively boycott foreign cloth is still more problematical. 

'* The Americans were never able to boycott foreign cloth daring their fight for Indepen- 
dance, in spite of tueir homogeneity of color, raov and religion and their intense patriotlsoi. 
it was Bankers Hill that decided their independanoe, and not the boycott of British goods. 
So alto the Irish in their recent fight for a Free Stete. i' hold farther that it would be an 
economic salvation for the masses is bad economtoa. For, the Indian working man wanta 
higher wagee and more leisure. To ask the famishing worker to drudge at the charka for few 
more houre. inorder to feupplement hie icanty wagee with bii still more scanty earnings by 
means of the charka, is simply cruel, if the agrioaltaral labourer has no work for tew 
month! in the year, let him be provided with work which will give him higher wagee or 
let him be given the opportunity to acquire higher knowleiigr, so es to raise himself equal 
to his more cultured brethren in the cities, but let ns not make him drudge again throngh- 
out his weary life without any prospect of any intellectual improvement. 

The President then explained communism at a system or doctrine which aims at tht 
betterment of humanity from almoit all the ills of life, and said 

•( Communism is as old as history. It was taught by Budtfba in a form and pimctfeod 
by hit disciples. Jesus Plato, Moore, Morris and others taught mankind a form of 
communism which was vague, indefinite and utopian. But it was Karl Marx who gave 
it a scientific and a definite form so as to be applicable in practice, 

** Indian Communism is not Bolshevism, for Bolshevism is a form of ooamanioBi 
which the Bttseians have adopted in th.dr country. We are not Buseiana Rdehevieke 
and Bolshevism may not be needed in Ind’a. Bolshevism literally sseans the doctrine 
of the Majority. And this Russian majority are men in power in Rnsela with their 
peculiar method of their rule, administration and propaganda. Bolabevioks aro tht 
political party in power in Russia as opposed to Mensbvicks. the minority party, now oat 
of power. We are one with the world oommanists but not with Bolsbevieks. We hope 
this explanation of onr position in India will clear all misapprebensionB about our party 
and aims and method. We shall briefly state onr aims, methods and ideals. 

•*OQr Communist Meal* First our ideal is, to end the doiBinatton of oa^tUl, 
Bstke war impossible, wipe out sUte boundaries and frontiers and wield all statss into 
one co-operate commonwealth and bring about real human fraternity and freedom. This 
is the dream of the CommuniBt. . . 

** Our immediate aiuis *' ’.—And onr immediate aim is to Irln Swaraj lor the maesei 
in India, to prevent exploitation of the workers and peasants hf suitable 1^ and 
trial legielation, to secure to the bread-winner a minimum wagm by whieh he and hie 
children ehail have the neceniaries of a decent life and to end all disiinetioas ef caster 
creed or sect in all political ami economical relatiousldps. . . 

•‘Onr method.** And ad this we hope to achieve throngh the wsieoe oC Ubour M 
when necessary, in co-operation with other political oreanisatkms fn tbeooMtry. we 
leqoire the co-o|^ratlon of all other parties In the country to seonrs the werkert rigH 
in the land. But we feel no doubt that we will be the party who, will althnatd j msom 
in securing these righu to the Indian peoples and therefore we nppwl to all thtakem 
and vmkere to Join our party and work both lor onr eommnniets iicale and onr 
iUBidiate ^flUb 



Political Sufferers* Conference 

CAWNPUR—28TH DECBMBBR 1925 

TIm Politiosl Sufferen* Coofereoee oommesoed its sitting on the 28th 
Deeember. The gathering consisted of a large tinmber of those who at one 
time or other had been to jail* with a fair sprinkling of Communists. 

Swami KUMABANANDA, welcoming those present doubted if India 
would ever require Swaraj if Mahatma Qandhi could get non-violeuce estab’ 
Hshed. The Non-co-operation movement failed because it was not a movement 
for suffering India but a spiritual movement. The Congress was at the brink 
of a fall. Where was the challenge to the Government of 1920f Should 
their sufferings go in vain t If rumour was true the Government of the 
United Provinces was about to promulgate the Ordinance on the bans of the 
Kakbri train daooity. .Political sufferers must unite to lighten the sufferings 
of soldiers for freedom. 

Presidential Address 

Swami GOYINDANANDt President, at the outset, cleared the misappre- 
hension that this was a conference of ducoits and revolutionaries. It was a 
eonfererine of those who for the sake of India winning freedom were prepared 
even to shed their blood. They considered, the suspension of the 1921 
programme as a national disgrace and wanted it to be resumed. Liberty 
first and unity thereafteii was their motto. The vain pursuit after Hindu- 
Muslim unity was the cause of all political blunders and disasters. The way 
to Swalaj lay through the prisons. They did not want politics and politicians 
but patriotism and patriots. Civil Disobedience (Satyugraha) was the only 
method of achieving Swaraj, and not bombs, nor spinning-wheels; nor 
Council debates. 

Swami Oovindaiiand in course of bis address styled the Conference 
aa a Conference of the Indian Kinanoipation Army, for theirs was the 
living faith that through prison and gallows lay the way to freedom. 
Bemember the tipiesi said he* when they were not only prosecuted and 
subjected to torments by the Government but were disowned by their 
party — very nation whose battle of eelf-respect and freedom they were 
fighting wiUi very slender resources^ nay* actually poohpoohed and considered 
aSi^litioal untouchables. Through all those stages the sufferers had passed 
unquoted. 

Attitude of Congress 

It was only in 1917 when a resolution was moved from the Congress 
Inform demanding release of detenues that the Congress gave some of 
theln ita first oiBoisl reoogiiition. But still they w'ere not recognised u the 
bufiden of the nation. Yet they continued to serve the country believing 
that the way to freedom was through the horrors of Jallianvalla Bagh. 
Mahatma Gandhi foroed attention to this truth but he had tb abandou bis 
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nofiDMA in the lut CoDgM A when e letoloEon for relief to 

poBttel niffereri end their t e mlli ee wee r^eoted* Tbet lejeetion wee e 
eeleinitj greeter then the BerdoE retteet end it wee e bbw eereier then 
the Bengel ordinanoe. Wheteyer eonoeeiione Briti^en had been foieed to 
yield had been wrung out by the eaerifioee of theee men whom the Gongreee 
wee elow to reoogniee. That wee hie grieyenoe egeioet the Congreae. If 
the Gongreee still refused to reoogniee them he would advise polhaoel sufferere 
to organise themselves. They must first be fully initiated into the mystery 
of secrifioe end then the enjoyment of fruits of victory. 

How to Protect the Patriots 

Proceeding Swami Govindenand observed that it was vain to protest 
against the Bengal Ordinance and Kakori daooity eases. Government in 
so many words said : *' If you are out to destroy us» we are out to destroy 
you.*’ The Qinierence must, therefore, consider means of protecting their 
patriots against molestations and crushing out of existence. They must 
have an association in each province to keep a record of such persecutions. 
He felt that now that the U. P. Govorument hod been forced to release 
some Kakori dacoi^ prisoners it would soon apply for an Ordinance, and 
the bogey or revolutionary societies, spread in eveiy villige and hamlet of 
the United Provinces and bands of daooits and assassins threatening the 
life of every Englishman, would be raised “ to justify the burial alive of 
every honest son and servant of India in British l»astilles.'’ There was 
no hope of national salvation through the Councils and spinning wheels. 
They wanted patriots and patriotism and not politicians and politics. Indians 
would gladly remain within this Empire if Britain forthwith abaiidouod the 
narrow idea of British Empire. 

Indian Political Sufferers Abroad 

Referring to Indian political sufferers abroad the Presidont alluded to 
the fact that some of them were denied passports to return to their home 
and the properties of some had been confiscated and their dependants are 
starving. It would be impossible to bring these people back to India without 
winning freedom. But they could meanwhile establish connections with 
them and they should be ambassadors of Indian national movement in foreign 
lands. There should, therefore, be a Foreign Office for this Conference 
whidi would keep itself in touch with these nationals abroad and the latter 
in turn would suggest to us here the ways and means of changing tactics 
to suit altered conditions. 

The i'resident also urged starting of an organ in which would bo 
recorded the history of Indians’ struggle for freedom. 



The. States Subjects’ Conference 

CAWN PUR^29TH DBCBMBBR 1925. 

Presidential Address 

Presiding over the Srd session of the AlMndia States Subjects* Con- 
ferenoei Mr. SHANKERLAL KAUL said that the inauguration of the Mont- 
ford Reforms had drawn the people’s attention to Indian States, and the forms 
of administration prevalent there. But the speaker deprecated the confusion 
of ideas on the su^ect of the future of Indian States. Gandhiji had* himself, 
recognised that they must provide for Indian States in the future Constitu- 
tion of India. The speaker did not think there was such a thing as 
’‘Governments hy the people^ for the people,” existent in any part of 
the world. Russia showed them what an Eastern Democracy could become. 
In U.S.A., Democracy had become an actual danger. They had all read about 
lynching, the Klu Elux Elan and the recent monkey trial. In Italy, Mosaolini 
was tile sale dictator. They need not therefore be anxious in India to intro- 
duce the latest western experiment. If limited monarchy was good enough for 
Great Britain, it should be good enough for Indian States. 

The President asked the audience to remember that the States were more 
Indian than the provinces in British India. He believed in the process of 
evolving a common political destiny for whole of India. The relations 
between the Government of India and the States were, in theory dependent 
on treaties and sannads ; but while these ensured the integrity of the States, 
there had always been an understanding that the Rulers, in their turn, should 
have a corresponding obligation of administering their States on sound lines. 
Mr. Eaul assured that even under self-government, the integrity of the 
States would not be disturbed. The Swariy Party bad left the Political 
Department out of their programme. If the Princes were wise, they would 
appreciate the modest ambitions of the people ; but by denying the desire 
for legitimate ambitions they would stimulate desire for illegitimate ambi- 
tions. behaving like little Csars they would become fathers of Bolshevism 
in India. 

As to what changes should take place in the administration of Indian 
States was a big question. They could not think of British India as an 
entity; aimilarly they could not think of Inaian States as one. The 
States were, in a real sense, independent of one another, and, theoretically, 
at least, ii^ependent of British India. Again the States were in varying 
stages of advancement. They could not, therefore, lay down a cut and 
dry programme applicable to all ; but they could propound only the general 
proposals. He urg^ for the encouragement of local talent and quoted 
Lord Hardii^’s address to an Indian Prince, wherein the ex-Viceroy had 
urged : ’ Build op within your own States a body of your own subjects, on 
whom you can rely, to serve you. Take them, educate them. Select the 
best Fit them for high places, and, when fit confer high places on them. 
Give them responsibilify and power. Enlist their interests and sympathy 
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in tihi work of the admioiatntioD» end I ooofideeti^ predict that you will 
not regret the itep yoo hare taken/ Another refonh needed was that in 
Statea where there waa no proper eystem of rereoue oolleotion, the needed 
reform ehould be introdnoed, and the peasantry saved from oppression by 
petf^ officials. It waa also necessary to he^e codes of law for judicial ad* 
ministration. Complaints regarding lawless procedure were by no means 
uncommon in States. But finance was the most important question. The 
States ware not eamindaris and jagirs. lu some cases there was reckless mis* 
use of public money. The Princes drew as much as they liked. There was 
no proper budgeting) auditing or accounting. Budget system should be 
intr^u^ and the Princes should draw only the maximum of five per cent, 
of the State revenue for themselves and their entourage. That would be 
comparatively, more in proportion than their King-Emperor drew in England. 
Surpluses should be utilised for reduction of taxation. 

Mr. Kaul pleaded for freedom of the speech. The Indian Princes should 
not consider their States sacrosanct. Instances of blackmailing had come 
to his notice. But that did not justify all the restrictions put on the press. 
His suggestions would not satisfy the people in the advanced States, but 
he had to give only a broad outline for all Statea In dealing with Provinces, 
they must remember they would be dealing with their own people. 

Aa for adoption of the constructive programme of Gandhiji, about 
khaddar and untouchability, definite proposals should be drawn up by a 
special oommittea Mr. pleaded t^t instead of meeting only annually 
they should have a permanent organisation. He pleaded that the leaders 
should understand ^e system of government in the State, and not urge 
revolotiouary changes. Above all, he appealed to the Princes to strengthen 
their position by responding to the spirit of the times. It was for them to 
show to the world that hereditary rulership could possess all the advantages 
of perfect democracy* without being open to its evils. 

CAWNPUR—3nTH DECEMBER 192S 

The Indian States Suljects' Conference met next day and passed a 
number of resolutions. First of all, it passed a resolution of condolence re- 
garding the death of the Maharajas of Gwalior and Kashmir. Secondly, 
It framed a constitution declaring that the object of the Conference was 
the attainment of Responsible Government in Indian States by all legitimate 
and peaceful means. 

Then, on the motion of Seth Jamanlal Bajig, seconded by Manila! 
Kothari, the Conference passed a resolution, deploring the Nimucharna 
tragedy in Alwar, and, still further, the obstinate refusal of the State to 
permit an open and impartiid enquiry into the causes of the atrocities and 
the irregularities committed by the State Police and Officers. 

The Conference, while extending its warmest sympathy to the muy 
bereaved families and to those rendered homeless by the wanton destrucUon 
if properigr in the name of law and order, wished that the Conference had 
the power to render some effective assistance to them in their present trial. 



National Liberal Fedeiaticm 

CALCUTTA^28TH DECBMBJ3R I 92S 

The opening of the 8th Seeeion of the NationrLiberal Federation took 
pboe In the Toim Hall on the 28th Deoember. Sir Moropaut Joehi preeided. 
Babtt Kriahna Komar Blitter wae.the Chairman of the lE^eptioii Committee. 
The delegatee numbered about 200 including thoee of Bengal. A batch of 
boys and drle eang a Vedio hymn and then the National Anthem—" Auide 
Blataram’* after which the Conference opened. 

Sir Cbimanlal SETALVAD in propoeing Sir Moropant Joehi to the 
chair eaid that the Chairman of the I^eption Committee obeenred in hie 
addreee that the Liberal Party and ite principlee had been thoioughlj 
▼indicated. That waa, he eaid* perhape literally true. When the cult of 
non-co’operation and cfyil dieobedienoe wae started by that great magician 
of Ahmedabad it wae the Liberal I^arty that kept ite head on that oooaeion. 
When the triple boycott was etart^ by that great magioian, it failed 
miserably and when they soon realised how wrong they were thoset who 
formed what waa called the Non-co-operation party* made up their minds- 
et least some of them— to enter the Councils. As they were all aware 
they were keeping up the pretence that they were entering the Councils for 
the purpose of noirco-operating* they wanted to non-co-o^rate still within 
the Councils and make Gorernment impossible. They failed to make it 
im|) 08 sib]o by triple boycott; they failed to make it impossible by that 
pretended non-co-operation in the Councils. On the contrary, as they 
were aware, they had done on many occasions all that was possible to do- 
all that lay in their power— to co-operate, and one of them had taken the 
presidentship of the Assembly (laughter). What greater proof of the success 
of co-operation could there be. He was there sitting in the chair to work 
the constitution which they despised— the rery constitution, which, t^ 
said, they went into the Councils to destroy. They realised again— at least 
some of them — that it would not do to go into the Counoils to throw down 
all measures, to throw out budgets and to do the rest of it. It won’t do. 
They would do all that and not take office ! Therefore they had now 
jBtar^ the cult of . responsive coToperatiou and they wanted to take office 
but again to keep, up the pretence. The speaker saw in the newspapers the 
other day that they wanted to take office for the purpose of obetnictiDg 
from within, for making Government impossible by taking office. They 
would stall keep up the pretence and would clamour for exploding theories 
which bad been disoiadited by them. However be would say that they were 
growing wiser.. 

Then they had their friends, the Independents, They had taken seven 
years to discover what the Liberal Party thought all ^ong from the begiuniDg. 
They now reidised that the Swandist tactics would not do : they must 
make frantic efforts to join bands with the people and to stop the mischief 
that the Swarajists were doing. Therefore some of them in a patrouisiug 
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wintod to totol ap the Ltomh (kaghtor)* if Um Utanh gtood 
iB oMd of boing kfoUod np^ Tho ml fato waa that thaaa paopla 
trara doing all thm warn tha paopla' irlio atood ons in 1919 and -bad ikA 
tba aaiuafa to taka tba pab& obliquj and ^Mppvoval and ataak a toid l ai t 
to ita prindplA andin doing that tiiay tbonght that it waa fn tha baat intamto 
of tha aoootiy. Thaaa Indapendaota wara of ^a aama Tiaw than and warn 
of tha aama Tiaw now ; thay wantod to ohaaknmto tba Swanguta if thay 
ooold. Tha apaakar aaid that thay had not toa ooaraga and honaaty in 
doing that in 1919 ; thay wara not piaparad to taka tha pnblio diaapproTal 
Whan thay fooud that tha Swandiati wara diaaooiating from tham thay 
patroniaad tha Ubarala and aaid ** Oh. you coma ; wa will load you up and 
join handa with yoo.” Tha apaakar thankad tham lor thair aolioltoda. 

It waa gratifying that aTan now thay aaid that tha Libaral way waa 
raally tha propar way. it did not mattar what thair paat work waa— aitoar 
of tha Swangiita or of tba Indapandanta thay wara willing to walooma tham 
in thair iM. Tha apaakar aanir^ tham that thay (Libarala) wara qnita 
willing to go on with thair own Libaral prinoiplaa in tha mannar thay had 
dona. Hafailadto aaa whara. tha diffaranoa lay batwaan tham and tha 
Libaral prinoiplaa. Tha apaakar aaid that than waa no diffaranoa at ail. 
and if th^ waa ao why did toay not ooma and join tha Libaral Party. Why 
did thay not laral it op if thay wanted to do 00 1 Why did thay aay in a 
patroniaing way ' Ton. litda paopla, do not ondaratand ; you moat laval up*. 
Tha Libaral Party and tha Libaral prinoiplaa bad baan all thaaa long ago. 
Thay had oooaiatently workad for it and thay warn praparad to work 
lor it through good report or bad report. That waa where the real atrangth 
and auooaaa of tha Libaral Party raat^. It they want on working aa in 
tha paat in hoping for any i^palar clamour, ha waa aura that thay (Ubarala) 
ahould again put the oouotry in tha right path of polltieal prograaa. of law 
and order a^ of ordered prograaa for oonatitutional Gorarnmant. Thia, 
in that aanaa. waa a memorable aaaaion of tha Ubaral Federation and it waa 
only right that thay ahould hava aalaoted a man of tba hiatofy of tha paat. 
Sir Maropant Joahi, to be thair Praaidant of thia meeting. 

Sir Tai Bahadur SAPRU in aacondiog the propoaal aaid that he waa 
not ao much oonoamad in politioa of hia own. So far aa tha other partiea 
were oonoamad he beliavad they atood on their meritet but what he waa 
meat anxioua about waa that they muat do aomething to bring additional 
atrangth to thair owu party (hear. hear). Sir Bforopant Joahi had been 
raoognimd aa a larel-he^ed and pimotieal,politieiao. fie oonkl do aomething 
to brii« the strength to their parj^ and to give a dear lead to it. liberala 
might be weak but the prinoiplea of liberalism could never be weak and it 
had never baan weak in tha past. It waa with that oonyiotioo alone that 
thay could hope to aequira infloenoe and power in the ooantiy ; it would not 
do any harm to them. There waa no doubt that ao far aa the oouotry was 
concerned it had bean for the laat five yearn under the apell of pditieiana of 
different aehoola and ootwithatanding the fact that that apdl had vary much 
been removed by their own conduct, but the fact leaaained tluit popular 
miad atOl preferred to ding to that deludon and it waa for this reason tkit 
one of the moat important duties of the Federation waa to do aome^ing to 
bring their real eonvictiona into the public mind ao that they might convince 
hham that although they might bn deaoribed by another aaetion aa the 
urarehair politiciaiia, yet their eonvictiona were aa dedp and aa atrong and 
4B 
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AS powerful ee thej were prepured to Abide by tint eonTietioii. He hoped 
tbit eomethiDg ehould be done ^ Sir Moropuit to add etrength to ^eir 
party and to their ezistenoe and that he would gire a dw lead to the' 
liberal Party. 

Sir Provaa Chandra MITTER supported the proposal. He said that 
Sir Moropaut was well known as an old Congressmaii. From the early days 
of the CoAgreas he threw his own heart and energy into the cause- of the 
Congress and that be made a name for himself. He hoped that Sir 
Moropant in the fulness of years with his name instinct would he able to 
lead them on and at the present day they were in ^need of such a man. 

Presidential Address 

Sir MOROPANT JOSHI then read his address of which the following 
is the full text At the outset he referred to the loss the country suffered in 
the death of Sir S. N. Baneijee and Mr. C. R. Das and proceeded to discuss 
oonstitutional reform. He said : — 

The one theme of paramount importance to our and other political 
parties in the country is the possibility of the realiastion in the near future 
of responsible government and dominion status for India or as near an 
approach to it as possihle. All of us haTe set our heart on the common goal 
a^ the existence of different political parties is based only on diffeionces as 
to the methods of attaining the ideal. Expectant India awaited with extra- 
ordinary interest the result of the Vioeroy s oonferenoe with the Sepretary 
of State. 

Lord Birkenhead’s Speech 

” The theme having been the subject of oonferenoe and deUheration 
between the two highest authorities in Indian afkina it was some consola- 
tion to know that no decisions had been or would he reached till the Legis- 
lative Assembly and the Government of India Axpreseed their opinions on 
the vital issue. The Secretary spoke at last and so did the Viceroy* and 
weighty pronouncements were made by them. The speech strikes me as a 
euriouB blend of light and darkness* of hsdf truths and fond misconceptions* 
of rays of hope and a dismal trail of disappointment. It lays extraordinary 
emp^is on the preamble of the Government of India Act and is obvious^ 
saturated with a mentality adverse to any acceleration of tiie pace of reform 
and largely influenced the recalcitranpy* real or supposed, of the political 
par^ now dominant in this country in not oo-operatiug |rith the Goverament 
in working the quantum of reforms effected by the Government of India Act 
Strangely enough* it takes absolutely no notiee the reasons which led to 
this obstasperous eonduet of the Swaraj Party. The l^iqjist mentality had 
for its foundation an almost oomplete mistrustof BiritJdi poBey and purpose 
oanasd by broken pledges and deferred hopes*— dktaut' which* I may. say* 
has pmioatsd not only the intelligentsia battho non-vocal ^ytiata of aomrtp* 
It was bom of deep disappointment and desperation wh^ found expfesaioii 
insioonco-oporatieo and reached its adolosMnee in the attertiRt to ereate h 
oonstiliitioBal dsad-locik by open thoogli frantie obstruotion in the 
LsgUaftoro. 

“Hla Lordship has siilinTitallvoly declared hia view that the ten years’ 
limil lorthoaettiBt up of the ststutoiy ocmmisaioii IsSiot deeisivo against an 
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aulior nooniideiitioii for Cartbar adTuoa and add that ona of two oondi* 
Mona waa aaaential to aiieh a TeooiiaidaratioD---l(qr^ and ebaerlnl oo-operaUoii 
by all political partaea in India in working the praaent ayatem or the diaoloaaia 
of gniTa and glaring defacta in it Ha baa diaeuaaad the former condition but 
aaid nothing atoat the latter, which ia much * the more important— -unlaaa 
indeed hia opinion ia implicit in the ooncluaion reached by him that diarchy 
haa neither failed nor auccaadad. Hia Lordahip apeaka of the high truataeahip 
of India aa if it were a perpetual tutelage, though he 110 longer raliea on 
the doctrine of bolding the gorgeous East in fee, and calls upon India to 
associate with England in a fruitful and harmonious partnership. He aaaerta 
that India ia not a nation and doubts if aha arar will notwithstanding the 

fact that India ia a recognised unit in the League of Nations and the 
Imperial Conference and her assent would be requiitd if she with the 
dominions ia to agree to the Looarno Pact. 

The answer that can emphatically be given to Lord Birkenhead ia that 
the country aa a whole ia actually even now co-operating ; nou^oo-operatioo 
haa been officially tuapended by the Indian National Congrcaa, being merely 
hung up beigre it is eolemnly buried. The talk of civil dieobcdience ie a 
futile and empty threat. It was held to be impracticable by a special com- 
mittee apppointed by the Congrcaa, of which Pandit Motilal Nehru himacll 
was a most prominent member, and haa lately been declared by Mahatma 
Gandhi himself to be impoaaible. Lord Birkenhead’s inaiatenoe 00 co-opera- 
tion by all political parties in India before advance could be thought of thus 
loeea a great deal of weight. It is more than doubtful if a demand for the 
complete eurrender of an adversary ia an act of etatasmanahip calculated to 
eeeure the willing cooperation of a people who are partionlarly reaponaive to 
real good-will. Anything but co-operation wee offered by the ^n, the 
Egyptiane and the Iriah but ■tatesmanabip in England never ioeiated on co- 
operation aa a condition preoodent for the conferment of roaponaible ^vem- 
ment. There ia atill time for his lordship to reconsider the position in view 
of the change that bar taken plaoe in the aitnation. 

^ The oooesion for euoh reconsideration will be the action to be taken 
by the Seeretay of State for India on the Muddiman Committee Reports. 
If Sir Muhammad Sbai’e opinion expressed after his relinquiehment of office 
in favour of a more exteoded enquiry be taken into aooooot, the minorily’a 
rseommendation for an enquiry if n Royal Commiasion or some other 
m ethod for potting the ooutitution on a permanent beat beoomea the 
mniori^ leoommendiitfoii. 

** It would noAheie he out of pleee to take a brief review of the hist^ 
el the demand for the eooeleratkm of progreee aa preaaed by the Indien 
lAgislatore. In 19 SI a lesolotion was paaaed by the Assembly expraarint 
the view that there ahoold be a re-examf nation and ravition of the eonatilBr 
tiQii. The leadntion woe then eooeptad by the OoTemment of Indie. Ih 
wacb hewever* tamed down by Loid Pieel. In 19S4 the Aewmbly paaicd 
a laeolntion for a found taUe eoof erenoe for eetlliic the coneti fo tion of 
thii oonntqr. The Government fo England aanelioned only the Raforr 
btfury Comatittea with a fott eonadoamem of the then nncompiomia jig 
• t t it od e of tim Swand Notwithdandfaf thie. a dMoot ifoteM|* 

waa made in tha ladma LegUitam tiut R the eoqolfy show 
the aoope ead ahmetoio of the Aet no aa hrt a ntia l pfogfem was pomibfo 
^ gucatioa ol ievUi« the eon e Mt o thm would a eepaiafo imim fo 



380 NATIONAL LIBERAL FEDERATION [CAvmxA 

to whiflli GkrrtnnaiA did aoi oonmil NiaaMalw. Tbe moit faeant dsfafep- 
m«iA waa At nofcbn tarried 1^ At LegUaNrt AaMil^y laN Sepl^ 
Tbe opioioM of looal Oowimeiitt oa At working of diarAj wart qiattod 
Lord Birkenhead in hit ep eec L The general d e A ierion Aat niag he dimwD 
Ifom Aem it Aal diaiel^ ean at hert be worked wiA good-wiE and ia being 
worked more amoeAly where dianshy it beat in eridenee. Tbe defects 
pointed out Aow that Aey are inbmnt in Ae tyatem which eannot aenre 
purpoae of adTaneing India on Ae piA of reaponaiUe goTenunent Tht 
MtJoritiy Report acknowledged Ae fact that mere Aan^ in Ae inlet to 
at to minimiie ooentiont of friction would not tatkfy anybody in India, 
hat it kept wiAin tbe limiu imposed by tbe tormt of referenee anggetted 
minor amendmentt. The Minority itport found that Aeie waa baldly 
any aoo^ for progreat under Ae ezitting oonttiAtion and urged that the 
eonatitution should be put on a permanent bMit with provition for automatic 
progreat in Ae future and Aat for Ait purpose a Royal Commiation or 
other tnitable agency Aonld be employed for inveetigation of Ae problem. 

The Majority Report was diaapproted by Ae Indian preia and Indian 
public opinion generally and by Ae adoption of Mr. Nehru’s amjendment last 
iteptember Ae LegialatiTe Aatembly bat rirtoally set on it its seal of dii- 
approtaL Indeed Aere it no section of the Indian community which is 
opposed to adTance. It it true that tome communal organiaationt ask for 
tpeoial oonoeaaiont for Aeir separate communities but they idl want progress, 
I know of none of Aem— 1 haye not in mind the European Association— 
which is satisfied wiA Aings as Aey are. And differences among Aem 
can be adjusted on Ae basis of compromise, and suitabie proyisious inserted 
fn Ae constitution to be framed. The Commonwealth of India Bill drawn 
up hj Mrs. Besant’s National Conyention point to an almost unanimous 
public opinion in support of Ae principles embodied in Ae motion adopted 
by Ae Legislatiye Assembly. It is tmd Aat Ae Council of State has not 
agreed wiA it, but it is plain Aat Ae Assembly’s demand has Ae support 
of the country. 

The Secretary of State’s Objections. 

Lord Birkenhead has suggested seyeral reasons for making little or no 
adyance. That India is not a nation is one of them. Want of a national 
army to deal wiA Ae problem of external defence and internal peace and 
communal dissensions are Ae other two. It is significant Aat each time 
aU adyance, howsoeyer small, * is to be made toward giving Indians political 
rights, these same reasons are put forward. They were there when tbe 
Morley-Minto Reforms were inti'oduced and alcp when Ae Act of 1919 
was passed. They are there still in full force. ^ The objections have been 
repeat^y answer^ by Indians. The geographical area known as Hindoostan 
may be peopled by races of various creeds and different languages but all 
of them have common interests, common aspirations and a common political 
ideal and a strong desire to act as one nation. We are certainly no less a 
imtion than Ae Poles or the oAer recently created nationalitieB in Europe. 
The objeotioD loses much of its force when it is remembered Aat India 
aspires to be a " United States of India ” auitabla and necessary chan£;es 
being made of provinoial boundaries, as far as possible on a linguistic basis. 

” That India has no national army at present is true enough, but British 
policy having been and still being one of preventing Indians from officermg 
Ae army, a national army was not possible. Distrust of Ae people has 
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wilhaU tiba BrilU oOm ahoold ^BiiippMr at 
^ miBfcaif azpariaiioa baa baaa frinad bj 
MM tha OoTammaiit to maka an bonato alfoit on a 
a^ iM^jilUn naxt S6 or 30 yaan wOl fira India Indian aoldian 
and Indian oOoaia laadj to dafand tha eonnliy. Tba «gbt unite aobama 
of IndiaiiiMlion upbaU bgr GoTammanl k aondamnad by Indiana and it it 
ttnypoiating to find tba Saeratery of Steto datormioad to maka no adranoa 
Hmthjb Toiy aabama baa aoaoaadad to tba aatiafaotion of tba Oorammant. 
Iha Skaan Committaa'a aaopa of inquiry ia ao limited tbat it ia Tory doubtful 
it may not ba aa diaappoiiiting in ite laaulta aa tba Eafomu Enquiry 
Obmmitlaa. 


Communal tanaioo ia ati old and farourite plaa of tba OoTommant in 
powar. wban a nalaonal iprammant oomaa into aziitenoa, it will ba atrong 
anoogb to uphold autbority aa ia now tha oaaa avan in tha Indian Statea. 
All thaaa are dHBoultiaa wbioh are not inoapabla of aolution and ought oar- 
tainly not to bar tha way to hnmadiate furthar Baforma. 


Diarchy. 

Tha moat onioial fact in this oonnaotioni howaTar» it tha answer to tha 
quaadon. Haa diarchy teilad or auooeedadt Its failure ia said to baa 
naojMaary preliminary to exploring ayenuaa for adyanoa. This is tha altar- 
natiye stipulation made by tha Secretary of State for adyanca before tha 
expiry of ton years. In order to answer tha question satisfactorily tha test 
of failure or ouoaaas moat ba first ascartained. Diarchy as a transitional 
measure was mainly intended to giya yaluabla training to tha people in 
responsible Gk>yarnment so that they might ba prepared for complete ras- 
ponsiUa goyemment. Diarchy must bo said to haya failed if such training is 
not possible under it. The Minority Report of tha Muddiman Committee 
has among other reasons given three reasons to support this conclusion 

(i; The position of tha Ministry has not been one of real raspon- 
sibOily. 

(ii) There has bean no oolleotiye responsibility of Ministers, and no 

joint deliberation between the two halves of the Qovernment 
in most provinces. 

(iii) The close connection between the * reserved ’ and ' transferred ’ 

departments has made it extremely difficult for Ijegisiaturea 
at times to make in practice a distinction between the two 
sections of the Government with the result that the policy and 
administration of the reserved half have not infrequently been 
potent factors in determining the attitude of the Legislature 
towards Ministers and have also prejudiced the growth and 
strength of parties in the Councils. 

“ Even the offidal reports quoted however, show that the system is work- 
ing •* creakily ” at the best and in Madras where the system is claimed to have 
worked best as judged by the relations between the Ministry and a majority 
in the Legislative Council, both the Ministers and the ex-Ministers who 
recorded their opinions have pressed for complete provincial autonomy. 
It is apposite to quote here the testimony of Sir Frederick Whyte, the 
first Prerident of the Legislative Assembly. Speaking at Calcutta to tha 
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European Aamiatioo. he said in eBeot Nipt enougli oo^pention had been 
xeodered hjr the repreieDtatiTei of the people* oertaiDly in the flrat Aeaendily 
and to a leaaer hut an inereaaing degree In the aeeond, and that unleM a> 
more generom meaenre of Belorma waa introdnoed in the proTinoeathe 
training of the people in reaponaihle Government waa not poaaible. 

The Civil Servieea. 

** ^e Seoretary of State haa praised the civil aervioea in India. Nobody 
gmdgea the aervioea* just and lair treatment, hot it ia expected that they 
sdll perform funotiona aimilar to those of the civil services of their countrisa. 
What atrikea people in India ia the extraordinary rapidity with which the 
question of the intereata of the services was taken up and decided. The 
Bill lor aeonring certain advant^ea to the services has paraed its third 
reading in both houses of Pacliameot. Not only have their emolnments 
been increased but allowances which had been subject to the vote of tiie 
Legialfiture have been made non-votable. Not only haa the financial burden 
of the tax-payer been considerably increased but a backward constitutional 
move has been taken, the limited power of the Legislatures being further 
curtailed, and the ** steel frame *’ has been further strengthened. While 
a comparatively small interest, because it is concerned with the continuance 
of British domination, is thus dealt with promptly and generously larger 
questions of great public importance which concern the entire Indian nation 
have evok^ little sympathy and powerful opposition. The contrast is so 
great : and it is painfvd. 

Communal Disturbances. 

** Unfortunately, communal disturbances do take place in this country, 
music before mosques and cow-killing being the two main heads of contention 
between Hindus and Mahomedans. The state of Hindu-Mualim relations 
is a very favourite plea with foreign rulers eager to show the dire necessity 
of their holding the balance in a disinterested manner between two conter 
The plea amounts to a juatifioarion of British domination over India 
for as long as the Sun and Moon endure as there ia no hope of the two 
religions merging into one. No Britisher, I hope, expects to be here for all 
eternity. The fear of minorities being unfairly treated comes with ;ll-graoe 
from the Britishers. Moreover, both the Indian and Muslim communitiee 
i^iae that they have to live here in this country side by side and that 
Islam baa made its home in India. After the Unity Conference between 
Hindus and Mahomedans efforts are being made in several places to settle 
the music question and it is due to the eiforts of Maulana Abul Kalam And 
and Pkndit Molilal Nehru that a solution hae been found at Nagpur by the 
Hindus agreeing to stop muaio at prayer times before certain ancient 
Ike Mahomedans not oldeo^ to muaio at other times. This 
is being followed in several places in the Central Provinces and is a -good 
working compromise for other provinces to follow. 

Excise Duty on Cotton Ooodsb 

For once the Ooverner-GeneraTe power to promulgate ordinances has 
been employed for a henefimal purpose and the excise duty on cotton goods 
has been awepeiM fod - We ought to he thankful that the Central Government 
waa in a position to suspend the duty. This resulted in ending the strike 
in the Mills. The impost was an uidust one and co^ always be 

charaoteiiasd as having been haposed for the benefit of British interests and 
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to tii6 detrimant of Indian induitrj • It is inoonoaiYaUe that tha impost aao 
ba laTivad nazt year. In laot> wa haTa baao assarad that it will ba fapealad 
Indians in South Afrioa 

" Tha latast stap taken by tha Qovarnmant of India towards tha amalioia 
tion of tha condition of tha Indian nationals in South Afrioa is tha rooant 
daputatioD of one Englishman and three Indians to that oountry. Wa have 
to wait and sac what results are aohicTod by this deputation. A common 
^pira baeomes unmeaning to us hare in India whan Indians are treated 
as in South Afrioa. It is sought to deprive tha Indians who have bean 
thara now for geuarations, of rights whioh thay alraady apjoy, and England, 
"India's salf-appointad trustaa," oao do little to support our nationals. 
Tha susoaptibilitias of tha wbita settlers in tha dominions and oolonias 
always oarry undue weight with tha British Government while Indian susoap* 
til^itias are but a negligible quantity. A few pohtioiana like Loid 
Willingdon and a few pious bishops in England hardly oount in tha struggle to 
secure jusUoe to Indian nationals within the Empire, Kenya and South Afrioa. 

Liberal Party and Government 

“ The Liberal party is the party which has all along put a discerning and 
disoriminating trust* in ^yemment for taking suitable action to establish 
responsible Government and in the people to do their part in the country’s 
advance. They are disposed to make favourable presumptions in favour 
of the established Government. They have work^ the Reforms though 
they did not consider them wholly satisfactory. No one of us has ever been 
tempted to assume an attitude of non-oo-operation. Candidates of our 
party were routed at the last elections, partly because of our defective 
organisation, no doubt, but chiefly because they were critics but not opponents 
of the Government. Has Government policy been such as to enhance the 
prestige of its friendly critics and to confound its opponents f The Govern- 
ment's attitude was for a time responsive, but what afterwards? The 
people judge by tangible results, and by the perceptible impression made 
by a party on the Government in furtherance of the ideal. What have 
the Government done, however, so that the public may be itmpired with 
confidence in the Liberal party f 

" The Liberal party has been variously criticised and one Swan^ist 
friend described it by saying, “ You arc a train without engines ; you have 
first, second and third class carriages in plenty, the old four wheeler in 
Bombay and a powerful brake in Bengal." I never forgave him for this : 
but it has served to arrest my attention and made me think of suggestions 
for improving the static condition of the ^party. I am suggesting towards 
the end of my speech methods for more useful work. The Liberal party 
is at the present moment expected to answer two very important questions. 
Why does it and how can it still ask the people of India to work the 
Reforms when the Liberals, having co-operated and done their^ best, have 
found by experience that the present system has failed to achieve its main 
purpose and ^erefore assert that a far larger measure ol responsibility mu^ 
be ^ven to the people t How is it that Jallianwala, Bowlatt Act, Cei^: 
fioations and Ordinances notwithstanding, the Liberals can continue to adviM 
ucruperation with a Government so irresponsible and so callous to public 
opinion t The answer is simple. The &forms have put powers in the 
hands of Ministeis which even under limitations they could use and did use 
for Gonstruotive work in die nation*building departmenU. 
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" uinwWnn to wkkli an anawar ia a ap aoto d is wlnt ia Em aalhod 

wUEithalibanbaia prapand to adopt to pj* ®“ G«rfann^ 

ud to aaioiaa tka natkmal wflltobafraa. Tbe labanb haae had 
an aboundiBg' Wto fa tha peopla. They baUara that it la qi^ fa^Ue to 
hrina adtuo"** pmaan to boar on GoaonuMiit to great India dominion 
atataa tt flia alaatoiate and too people aa a wholo take moeh keener interaat 
fa pqli ^. The will to be free ninat be fafaaed in the maaaea and 

fatenaito ol fading aeeniad by eonataat reitatation of the birtb-iight oi 
The Liberala haTO atill faith fa eonatitntional methoda which 
they belfaTO hare not been adeqnately tried. 'Aa extreme meaanrea nothing 
ia i^ed oto for oehieving polhfaai emanripation— not even raTofatomi. much 
lam dril duobtdienee a^ obetmotion. 

“Howeyar onfoTtonata and daplocnble their methoda might happen to 
be the Liberala raalfae that all are working for a eommon ohjeetiye. Cir- 
wbioh drive peraona like Mahatma Gandhi and Maaara. Dae and 
Nehm into a mentality that apoma eoroperation and adviaee obatmelton are 
certainly and deploraUe, and the Government reaponrihle far 

them moat reeonnder ita attitade. From onr national point of view, the 
union of all politiool partioa ia extremely deeirabte at thk jnnetare. It is 
onite eonoeivable that the liberaU, Independenta, Conventioniata and Res- 
wnaive CoHipatatora would not find it difficult to have a eommon platform 
a^ the eftiTtB that are being made in tbia diiaetion will I hope, prove 
fruitful. The greateat difficulty in achieving union ia perhaps the desire of 
party to have its own policy and methoda adopted by the reek A 
great deal of the energy that is now waated fa mntnal reerimination and 
individual nbuae is urgently reqnirad for the more beneficient purpoeea of 
.«n effort and eommon achievement. This must be realiaed by all, and 
it should not be imposriUe for all parties to unite by means oi give and take. 

Coneluaion. 


“ The present condition of political parties fa Engfand msy not warrant 
us in entertv"f"g the hope that our views will receive favourable consi- 
deration or acceptance. Indeed, Lord Beading apprehends an adverse verdict 
from Parliament if matters are preesed now. The aerried phalanax of party 
votes the patty in power will protect an adverse Secretary of State 

in refusing ns the freedom which ia the hirth-rigbt of nations. The majority 
in Parliament consista of 67 per cent, representatives on a 47 per pent, poll 
and any deoiaion 1^ Lord Birkenhead may he the last word daring the life 
of the present PSrliamenb Even then we still have tiie moral judgment of 
the wide oivUiaed world to which an appeal could be made with considerable 
effect tbou^ it may not he immediately productive of solid results. It was 
the prearare of the moral sense of Amerioa that gave the Irish their freedom 
and perhaps to Egypt, and with tiie Locarno Phot the League of Nations 
may hm n»» a potent instrument of seenring freedom for countries not yet 
It will be increasingly difficult for England to continue to 
that tha liberty of India ia a matter merely of domestia oonoern between 
and heiaelf. To rouse the moral sense of the world oqr united effoit 
for freedom must be continuous, and strident if need be. and that should 
inevitably lead ns to that ghniona partnership in the Empire of equals to 
whidi Lord Birkenhead has beackoned us. Let na work in Hope.” 
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PROCEEDINGS AND RESOLUTIOIIS 
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Proceedings end Reeolntionc. 

2ND DAY--29Tir DBCBMBBN i92S 

Nasi diji the S9tb December, the Fa^retioD leaniced ita aittiiiii at the 
Town HeU nnder.the Preeideoejr of CBr If. Jodii. The mab debate eentoad 
upon the xeaolotion regarding conatitataonal reforma and the epeaken In 
rapport of the reiolution critioiaed the poliep of the GoTenmieat 

Mr. C. Y. CHINTAMONI opened the prooeedinga fagr noTing. the 
leaolntion on the oonatitational reform of which the following fathe loE 
text:— 


1.— Coaa litatioaal Reforms 

(s) The Nstionsl Liberal Pederstion of India teeords its mdm of dimppoiataeat at 
the Majoritj Beport of the Beformi Enqnir/ Committee, which is against me Ydams and 
weight of eridenoe placed before it and warmij approfes of the Minoritj Bapon of the 
Committee. It records its sense of appreciation of the patriotio serrios nadeied hp the 
signatories of the Minority Beport, three of whom, it notes with gratiecation, am aomag 
its ex-Preaident. 

(b) The Federation is deeply disappointed at the position taken by the Bcoratttj 
of State and the Viceroy in their speeches of Jnly and Angnst respaotimly, rad bp 
the Qofernmeat of India in the resointion mored by the Home Member in the Lsgiislallm 
Assembly in September, which position is ai^inat the nnanimons opinion of aU parttaa 
in India. 

<c) While according its general support to the amendment to the Home Meamst's 
resointion, which was adopted by the Legislative Assembly, the Federation aflB^am its 
conviction of the neoeesity of a reform of the constitution without delay on the Itnss 
indicated below 

(1) Provincial Governments should be responsible to the respaotive provittoial 

Lmislative councils which should be wholly eleoted. 

(2) The Central Qovernment should be responsible to the Legislative Assembly 

in the whole sphere of internal civil administration. 

(5) The control of the foreign and political relations of the Oovemment and of 

the miliury, naval and air defence of the country should reamfn vested 
in the Ckivernor-Qeneral, for a definite period, after the aspiry of whioh 
the position should be reviewed by a commimion on which the ladisn 
opinion is adequately represented. 

(4) During the period a fixed amount should be allotted for expendfture on tbs 
departments controlled by the Oovernor-Generai, and should be free to 
sp^ up to that limit notwithstanding an adverse vote of the Assembly. 

(fi) When the Oovemor-General certifies that an emersenoy has arisen which 
requires additional expenditure for the safety of the country, he shall have 
authority to incur such expenditure, but be shall apprise the Legislativo 
Assembly of such expenditure at its next sitting. 

(6) Indians should betrained for and freely admitted to all arms of defence and 

such financial provision shall be made for their training as the l^islativo 
Assembly may decide. 

(7) The principle and conditions of recruitment for all All-India Services shall 

be laid down by, and the control over sueh services shall vest in, the Oovm- 
ment of India ; the actual recruitment being made by an Independent 
statutory body like the Civil Service Commission. 

(8) All eubjecte not specifically vested in provincial Governments should be 

under the control of the Central Government. 

(9) The Council of the Secretary of SUte for India should be abolished, and bio 

position should, as far as possible, be made analogous to that of the Secretary 
of State for the Dominions. . , 

(10) The Strength of ail legislative bodies shonld be increased, the franchise widened 

and lowered and adeqnafo provision mi^e for the repiesentatiou by eleetfon 

(11) AlU^**wpS** « BbefihipofUwlilatfvo 
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And loenl bodies as well as for tbe pnblie serviees, women sbonld be plAoed 

on An eqoAlUjr with men. 

(d) Tbo.KAtiODAl Liberni PodefAtion of IndiA urges thAt His HAjeetj s. Government 
obooid nuke au cnrly Anuooneement of the Appmntmeni of a Commismion to report on 
the AforeiAid proposAls Ami thAt Indian pnblie opinion sbouid bt Adequately represented 
thereon. 

Moving tha raaolotioD Mr. Chintamoni said that ha spoke savaral times 
during tha last two years upon tha subject of the resolution and although 
there had been developments in recent mon^s he found it no easy task to 
place before them any new matter in a speech upon the subject. In the 
Arst clause of the resolution the Federation expressed their decisive disap- 
proval of the Majority Report of the Indian Reforms Enquiry Committee 
and their equally emphatic approval of the Minority Report Since the 
publication of these reports there had been so much discussion on it that 
be believed every one was at least moderately acquainted with the course of 
affun and was familiar with the principal recommendations made by tbe 
minority and the minority. 

Proceeding Mr. Chintamoni said : ** We are told by our Swarajist friends 
and by those who agree with them> “ it is all right to say you want all these 
thingSi but what is the sanction behind them. How are you going to enforce 
your demands t” My reply is the sanction of the nation of India — 
the sanction of right. How are you going to enforce your demands 
—by Spinning wheel t Let Pandit Motilal Nehru answer that conten- 
tion. By Triple boycott t Not even in museums can we find trace of such 
a thing 1 By continuous* uniform and consistent obstruction t Where 
is itf (A voice — Nowhere). We do not find obstruction anywhere. Where 
is indisorifaiioato obstruction 1 In the Madras Legislative Council* in tbe 
U. P.» in the Punjab* in Bengal* in Bombay gnd in tbe Central Provinces t 
They have become dummies in Bombay. In the Legislative Assembly let the 
Steel Protection Act and the reference of Contempt of Court Bill to the 
Select Committee answer that. Let the Hon. Mr. Patel answer. Let the 
Skeen Committee answer. There is no indiscriminate* consistent or conti- 
nuoiis obstruction anywhere. As regards consisteiicy the leader of the 
Swanj Party has told us that it is an assinine virtue. We have heard .that 
hy means of non-violent non-co-operation we shall get Swano* but the S 1st of 
December 1921 has been left four years behind. Non-violence had 
degeneiiited into vielenoe* Non-co-operation has become a hypocritical god 
for a spedes of co-operators. Are these the sanctions by which you will get 
Swmnd f Every species of political extremism that has got for its net 
result merely a repressive campaign and a new series of repressive laws 
Tesaltiiig in the curtailment of liberties which we enjoy. Therefore the 
pursuit of oOastitutional agitation is tbe only method by which we can reach 
our iOiL if any one tells me that it is a bankrupt method 1 should like to 
he a hankrupg ei that description. If any one tells me that constitutional 
aglMon will suoosed no more in the future than it bad been in the past 
1 ute ssp boldly and with the foroe and oonvietioD that 1 shall be happy and 
eontent if in the future eonatitntional agitation India shall attain the same 
measure of sueeese aa in the pest’* 

Conriudiag Mr* Chintamoni said : ” If constitutional agitation iails it is 
hesauisof tha mMsadiiig prssnriptkms which Swarsjistai non-co-openlors 
and otheni Bke them phosd before the people. It it because they misled 
the poofle and weakened the strength of the conslitutionsl party. If in tbe 



S9DBC. *25] PROCEEDINGS AND RESOLUTIONS. 5S7 

fatare we oan devote ooreelvee to the pursuit of organised constitutional 
agitatioQ with strength* force and convictions as we have done in the past,^ 
if we are not unworthy successors of Dadabhoy Naoraji* Surendraoath 
Banenea and Gokhale, 1 say the present Liberal party strengthened* better 
organised, more active and doing more work from day to day will succeed 
in future in a richer measure than constitutional parties had succeeded in the 
past. 

Mr. S. M. CHlTNAVlS said that the present constitution had 
been worked honestly and in a reasonable spirit. It had been disclosed 
that it could not be worked satisfactorily* that it did not give them the 
responsibility to a legislature* it did not allow them to develop a party 
system or an unitary system of Government In his personal contact wit^ 
larger classes of people in his Province* he would say without hesitation 
that there was deep dissatisfaction over the present constitution and the only 
remedy for the Government was to take a bold and courageous step by 
giving full responsibility in the Provinces and introducing an element of 
responsibility in the Central Governmeot and for this purpose they should 
get the present constitution examined by a Boyal Commissiou. 

Mr« Bepin Chandra PAL said they bad been told that they must destroy 
before they could construct. Those who talked like that were in the 
mechanical plane of thinking. They did not understand that Booiety was 
not a house which must be palled down in order to be rebuilt. S^e^ 
was an organism and every medical man would tell them that he woold 
never try to kill his patient tot and then to Improve his health, Similarly 
in the pace of Civil ^iety they must preserve it to build up their Swand 
Government. If they went in for videnoe what woald be the result f If 
it succeeded it would not give them Sward but a military dictatorship and 
their eons and grmnd-sons would have to shed their blood to get rid of the 
new sbackleo which would come from the revolt or revolution. And if it 
lailedi the chances were that it would fail— there would be more rigorous 
repression which would demoralise the people. They were told that people 
had become courageous and that the prison had 1^ its terror. But if the 
prison was like the house of a father-in-law it was no wonder* that it 
woold create no terror in the hearts of the people and he maintoined that 
the political prisoners were not treated witii same rigor now as they used to 
be done before. 

While deploring the death of Mr. C.pt. Das* Mr. Pal said tnat Mr. Das 
bad not acted like a wise statesman M deoliniog the offer made by the 
Governor to form a Ministry in Bengal If he had formed a Ministry 
and then resigned office after serving for a certain period for the difficulties 
and limitations in the post of a Minister he would have made a good ease in 
his favour. Thpy must work the constitutioo* otherwise they would snisr 
in the judgment by default. They could not overiook this foot that they 
could never get Swarai except by two means* namely sword and consUtu- 
tional meth^. Dismissing the quesrion of sword from oousidekatfon he 
would assert that the Congress had committed itself to the latter course. 

Wlmt wasthe cause of the Swanoist’s successf It was the univeisal and 
seetyng disoontent in the country. The Government should take a note of that 
foeL If the disoontent grew the inevitable result would be social coondsioB* 
There was a time when riiey fostered discontent. It was divine up to a certsin 
point but when beyond the limit it became diabolicsL This disoonteot 1 
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%• foQfht tf OoftniBMDl in tMr own intomti. Sonothing noit bo dooo to 
MThotho piopU’iltithin ordered prognwi. If the GoTammenk would eo- 
opeiate witt Ibem in remoTing thie dlamteDt time would not be for when ft 
imUd be poodble for them to oo-perete with the GorerameBt booonblj end 
etteetfeebr for the future of lDdie*f freedom end the oootioiieooe of Indie* e 
eonneeCion with the Bmpire. 

The motion wee pat to rote end oerried. 

A— The Bengal Regale tioet. 

Mr* Gheroehendra BISWAS mored the foUowiDg reflation: 

(ja) The Ftdentkm prolciU agalnw thi oon t l n acd detention of menj penom in 
Itenjef ender tUe Criminal Law Amendment Aot, 11126, and nrgee in the inteiesta of 
jeem that tbia dioaid either be Mt free or tried nnder the ordinarj eriminal law. 

(b) The Federation ia farther of opinion that the mid Act ihonld be repmled. 

(0) The Federation nrgea onoe more that the fiegolationa of 1818, 1819 and 1827 
whieh empower the OoTemment to deport any peraona for reaaona of atate ahonld alao be 
repealed. 

Mr. BISWAS aeid that it wae not for the first time that the Liberal party 
bed recorded their protest against the repraeBire laws which atfll diegraocd the 
Statatc Book. Thoaaanda of youngmen had been deported without trial and 
there had not been the slightest intentioii of Government to bring them for 
trill even now. A charge had been brought againat the membera oi Liberal 
Party that they bad entered into an unholy eontaot with the Government to 
support them in all meaeurea that were required for the maintenanoe of law 
and order. Mr. Biewaa said that that waa a foul ealumny which was 
indulged in by their enemiea lor the purpose of winning away votes from the 
Lihenl candidates. Ikey were often reminded that the spirit of anarchism 
was atill abroad but he did not know if there wae any one present in this 
ball who believed that there was anarchism still rampant in the country. 
He lost his father at the bands of auarohiftsr but whatever his peraonal 
ieelings might be« hia whole heart and aoul raised a protest against ^e idea 
tint people ooukl be caught hold of, sent away> and detained without triid. In 
thie matter all parties in Bengal and in other provinces were united. The 
Vioercy and the Secretary of State had deolared that the people in India had 
not extended that measure of oo-operation. But the fault was not theirs. If 
tiie Government persisted in adopting measures of this kind against the 
uuaiiimoiiB wishes of the people they could not fairly accept that amount of 
eo-operatioD which they might otherwise have extended to them. 

Mr. B. A. JAIVANT seconded the proposal. He said that the 
Government of Bengal for whose benefit this ordinance had been enacted had 
been in eommunieation with the Government of India for a long time, but 
immediately , before the promulgation of the Ordinanoe the Legislative 
Aaaambly was sitting hut the Oovemment of India did not think it right to 
take the Assembly into oonfideuoe. Spoaking of the men detained without 
trial the speaker said that they must take it lor , granted that they were 
innocent men and hoped that they should be released as soon as possiUe. 

Principal J. B. BANKEBJEE aupi^rted the motion. He said that freedom 
waa the birthright of every individual in a eiviliaed eountry. People with 
one Tofee are said to have proclahned that the men detained without trial 
abooU be act at liberty. If they were not going to be released they should 
be tried In open eoort so that the lair name of Britain might not be impaired. 
Waa it BritU jostioe aaaociated with the name of ^taini the home of 
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f rt d owu tlwfc ptopl0 iboiild be deported under Ibe OrdinniioA deteined 
wMmmI trU t (ihnme). 

8.— Ooncnr Bzom Bmnr. 

The iolloidiig leeohitkMi wbiob wee pot from the oiMur wee eerried. 

Tbe Mmttoe gietefellj freloomoi tiw i Bi p cBd eB of the eollootiOB oftboeioioe 
detf on lodin ooctoe goodi oad tbe Mnnnoe of Hie 'Xxeelloeqr tbo Oomeor-Oenorel 
tbit praponlo wUl bo lekl befoie tbe Jegiiletaie to lepeel tbe dntj from tbe nest toeaeiel 
jom. 

4.— SlPABATlOe OF ImiOlkL AMD XZBOUTITS. 

Beo Behednr S. N. BRAHMO of Centrel ProTinoee moved the followlDg 
leeohition. 

Tbe Federetion ofeionglj argee tbe immediate and complete eeparation of jiidieial 
from eseoatiee fnnetioBs. leoniitBDMnt of the Jnd^rj from tbe bar, and pron pt 
aethm on the report of the CItU Joetioe Committee lo ae to expedite the diepoial of loita 

He eeld that the aeparetion of Jndioial from ezeoutive fanotioiui moet be 
now oerried out without further deley beoeuse the demand had been at leaat 
36 yean old. He hoped that the Swandioti would give their aaaent to thia 
propoeal. 

Mr. R. K. DAS» aeoonded the motion. He aaid that in a roBolution 
like this there ought to be unanimity of opinion of all parties. The 
matter was so obvious and so fair that one would get it by mere asking. 

Mr. Kelkar of Nagpur supported the motion which was carried. 

5.— Baczwabd Classes. 

Dr. B. P. PARANJPE7 moved the following resolution : 

(a) Th« Federation re-affirms its deep sympathy for the so-oalied depressed ctarnes. 
re-iterates its abborronoe of the nngudiy and unsocial sentiments that any section of 
bemanity Is nntonchable and calls upon tbe Hitidn oommnnlty to exert to tbe utmost 
el their power to undo this grieeons and impious wrong against those so treated and to 
tabs all pomible steps to ameliorate their oondition socially, economically and 
educationally. 

(b) The Federation is in full sympathy with all legitimate efforts of all backward 
classes to improre their condition-<edocational, social and economic— and urges that the 
Government as well as relatively advanced classes should give them full support in their 
endeavours. 

(c) The Federation is of opinion that whtfnever communal facilities are granted 
either in the matter of representation or in service or in educational institutions the 
backward elasms should be allowed to participate in such faeilitiea 

Dr. Pamnlpey said that during recent yeara the question of untouehabi" 
lity had been usually considered in all political conferences. The Liberals 
were gradually keen on tbe question and they had considered it always as 
an integral part of their movement lor freedom. If liberalism meant any- 
thing at all it was the full enjoyment of opportunity given to every person in 
the land irrespective of caste, colour, or creed, '^e disabilities imposed on 
the depressed classes should be removed simultaneously and agitation should 
he carried on as vehemently as poaeible as their agitation for political 
enfranchisement. 

Mr. C. C. Baneijec and Mr. Dwjjendra Nath Bhattacharyya supported 
the motion which was carried. The Conference then sojourned till uezt day. 

3RD DAY--30TH DBCBMBBR 1925. 

The Liberal Federation conolnded its sitting on Wednesday the 30tb 
Dso. after an interesting discussion on the plight of Indian emigrants in Sduth 
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Airioa And KenyA. The speech Sir Teg BehAdar Sapiu Greeted ad impression in 
the Federation. The military policy of {Government was severely criticised and 
there was a drAioAtio surprise when a porter of the Howrah Station appeared 
at the meeting and spoke of the hardship caused to the station porters by 
A Cooly contractor. Immediately after* the resolution demanding bettor 
conditions of labour was moved by Mr. Joshi and seconded by Mr. K. C. Roy 
Chaudhury, Labour Member, Bengal OounoiL 

The President on arrival was given an ovation. The proceedings 
commenced with the singing of National songs. 

6.—FlKAliOIAL I'OBITIOK OK PXOVIhClAL OOVEUMINT. 

Sir Chimanlal SITALVAD moved the following resolution : 

The National Liberal KedeRtion has noted with grave concern the iinancial embrras- 
tnent of Proviucial Oovernmentti which have severely Laudicappi'd ministers and Lcgiia> 
iatnres in <leveioping beneficial services and contributed to the uniatisfactoiy working 
of the Beforms in the provinces, and urges the Ooveinment of India to abolish fbe system 
of provincial contributions, and to set op a Committee' to reconsider the division ot 
sources of revenue and taxation between the Central and Provincial Governments, so as to 
leave to every one of the latter, adequate sources of revenue for the efficient discharge of 
their responsibilities. 


7.— Indians in South Avsioa and Kbnya. 

Sir Tcj BahAdur SAPRU moved the following resolution : 

(a) The National Liberal Federation of India records its indignant protest against 
the anti-asiatic Bill now before the Union Parliament, which is the most offensive and 
oppressive of the Union Government measures against the loyal and inoffensive Indians 
settled in that Dominion and which, if passeil into law, will make conditions still more 
intolerable for them, and strongly urges that, if the Union Government should finally 
reject the profiosali of a Round Table Confenenoe, the Government of India should move 
His Majesty's Government to advise the Crown to dimilow the Aet onder section 66 of 
the South Africa Act, liK)9, and further, should not hesitate to take whatever retaliatoxy 
action may be feasible to mark the deep resentment of the people of India. 

(b) The Federation reiterates its strong protest against the anti-Indian policy of 
His Majesty's Government in Kenya, and urges that the Government of India should not 
acquiesce directly or indirectly, in the policy of the segregation of races in separate areas 
in that territory. 

Mr. SaohiiidrA Prosad Basu and Mr. R. E. Mitter supported the reso- 
lution which was carried. 

8.— Militaiy Policy, Education and Ezpbndituie. 

Dr. R. P. PARANJPYE moved the following resolution : 

(a) The Federation is deeply disappointed at the Secretary of State's decision to 
anhere to the so-called sobems of Indianisation of eight nnits of the Army, which is 
grossly inadequate as well as onsonnd, and has noticed with gratification that the 
opinion of Indian military officers expressed before the Committee of Military Training 
aooords with Indian opinion generally on this matter. 

fb) The Federation expresses the hope that the Committee on Miiitoiy Training 
will recommend adequate measnies for the provision of fseilities in India for the training 
of Indians in all ahns of defence and for ail ranks. 

( 0 ) Indians shonld be eligible for employment in nil brnnohea and ranks of the 
defensive orgaatetion vl the country. 

(d) The reeommsBdations for the Committee on Non-Eegalar Foroes shonld be 
Vromply osried into effeet, adequate financial provision being made thenford in the 
Ruilget for 1886-17. 

(o) The strength of the Indian Army shonld be determined with reforonoe to Indim's 
iN^iniresmts and not npoa oonslderation of the needs of Britain's Emplro in Aria, 
and any exesm of troops slatioiied hi India for the latter pnrpose should he paid for 
bv Britain 
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<0 lIUllHy thovld wHhoil dekif be bmfbt dowa toBe.60araite 

aimi— ii< tartbelaebe ap e aai m Hw P i d e ia t i o o believee Ibae em 

al mm ifan E will be csoeMWe aad bqraad ladled eapeel^t It aigee tbal la eevlj 
inijliiHBi ebeald be — de el the peeelbflitteeet a latjher eabemtlai xedaotioa. 

Oe. BumiMT in noTing die reeohidoii Mid dub the peopb wbo took 
•B iB tOTM t IB tko foiuiml poblu (iBoidoiu In du oonnfery wm at a BaonUar 
duadfondifa in i^ ao lring on military mattoia. The inteUigaiitda of dio 
oonoliy had boon kept away andraly from all aontaot with ao^ hxAf mattara 
aa araqrt navy and dafaoaa. It waa tma that tha oidinaiy lankaof the 
Indian anny wera raaraitad from aaiODg IndiaiM hat thaM ware paopla who 
wara ganaiBlly imadaoatad and who ware nnabla by thair own adnoation 
and nphringing to giva a laad on mattara of the ganaral policy. 

Whan they mada damanda for pdlitiaal adranoamant ^iay wara alwaya 
told that India waa nniit for any an^ adranaamant baoaaaa Mf-QoTammant 
in India woold not ba worth a month’a paiahaaa aa India wm nnabla to 
dafand hanall whhont tha aid of tha Brit^ On tha odiar hand nndar 
tha pr aaa nt oonadtiitioo thay wara unahla to taka tha naoaaaaiy atapa to 
onahla tham to dofand thamaalvaa. Thay wara that on tha horna of a 
dflianma whiah nNut ba got rid of . 


liCi fiaabindia Nath MUKERJEE of Galeatta aapportad tha raaoladon. 
Ha daaarihad tha milttary poliay of tha Qoyammant m* a ooloaaal wrong 
dene totha paopla frharaby thay 1 ^ bean mada waaki halplaaa and amaaou* 
latad. na ri^ to bair arma for parpoaaa of dafanding thair haaitha 
nad^ h oMaa and pfotaating tha honour of thair mothara and aiateri had baan 
daniad. fla a on al n dad with an aloqaant plaa for throwing opan military 
oaraan lor aO lanha to tha young man, 00 that thay might riaa to tha foil 
daralopaaiiit of thair manhood a^ harald tha advent of SwaiiQ. 
lha raaoliitioo waa oarriad. 


Otbbb Rksolutions. 

Tha foUowiog raaolotiona which ware mov^ from tha Chair ware 
carriad: 

Thie Fedeniieo ie of opinion that LibemI OrgenieetiODi, pioTiaoial and dieiriot. 
ehoaldy wbeicoer pouibir, do aooial work for the inproTomeni and nplift d tbe pooole 
in mini arvaa ; and tbo Fbderation nrgee alt Liberal party aaeoeiatione and teanMO to 
applytbenMelm to aneh work. 

m national Liberal Pcderation imprcaiea npon tbe Qofernuent tbe nefirulij of 
tm^ingji^aiMao aid to the rniml popoiattoii by eetabtiebing moio »«— pH a i t 

The National Uberal Federation reeoaunende that the relation between the 
a^ landlords in variooa provinoee ehoold be Improved eo ee to give free eeope to tbe 
advaaoeemBt of tbe maieee of tbe oonntry wbo aro dopendent npon agriooliam 
. .is. .**“!**» Fedpraiion plaora on nooid iU opinion that tbo condition of labonr 
inlMla, inelnding wages, boosing, oars of health, ednoation, provieton against sick. 
■Beu ploysym wild old sge and geiBral welfare of labonr ehoold receive the sympatbotlo 
cNmiioa of Uw Central and Provincial Qovenunenta* 

^ reoommendo to all Libeial Amooiations in the oonntry to help 
tae worktag ntamn to orianieo themsolvct into naioao for the pioteotion of their iutoreete, 

AatfcaLWBB AVD IvBuamni. 


Mmriac • molwtioB imyniiiiig opoo tk* OorwiimMit mnd the pemle 
y y ****** ** iapmvMMMt of Met hod e hf afrieoltiiie and ***TV*Fihintirti 
^ far taputiaf veertioiMl edneetion. Bsi Bebadnr 

w. BnMhm rOfTIT mM tkak the Meet pteooaBeeneiit of the Seeietery of 

Swdiili. ^MrViewnHheifMt^ 
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the gTMfe danrs on the vert of Mthoiftfea to tdn up Ao iMitea is 
xeel eeroeet. It was ^Uble that with the adTent of tfw VIoeiorded^pD^ 
a Wfo iaflox of foreign experti would be emplojed to improve Urn eonditfon 
of their agrkdtiire. In hie opiiiioD» however, tiie attempt to improve the 
etaple agrieoltand indoetriM of India bj niperimpoeed foaign esperte 
dmregaiding tfte aooamolated knowledge of over thooeanda of yOare wae a 
Tain attempt 

Thakur'Hannman Singh of Lneknow and Mr. M. D. Altekar of Bombay 
alao anpported the reaolntioo which waa paaaed. ^ 

CoMruLsoar ELBxavyAaT Educatiom. 

Mr. S. N. Malliok mov^ the fdlowing reaohition : 

(a) The Fedeiatlon nrgai npon profladal goternmeate the ugeBoy of meatafet for 
the Intmdnetioo of anifertal eomimlfory elementary edaeatlon ame^ both boyiand 
gfrli of all elamea and oommonitiet. and ia of opinion that apeeial eneonfagcaMat ahall 
be given to apraad it aaaong women and the depnaMd and other baekwaid olaaaaa 

Moving the reaolation Mr. MAIJJGK aaid tiiat while it waa certain that 
there waa no panaoea for all the evila whioh human soeieliy waa anUeot to 
there waa nndoabtadly a great remedy for moat of them and that waa 
edoeation. Thia waa a very important qneation for the pabUe men of the 
eonntry to diaonaa bat onfoitanately their beat men only bothered aboat 
poHtioa aa if *witJi the ezoeption of eonatitational matter everything dae waa 
milk aad honey. 

Prooeeding be aaid that the reaolation orged npon the Oovemment to 
Introdooe free oompulaary edoeation. Bat in Ben^ Oovemment had done 
very litde in tibia direotfon. Let them arge the Govennaent aa moeh aa 
they liked hot what woa really neoeaaaty waa that the people themaelvea, 
the manioipalitiea' and the looal boarda ahoaU be aaked to do their doty in 
thia reapeet. 

The reaolation waa earned. 

COXfTITUTXOX or THS FlDllATlOV. 

The Gonatitotion of the Federation aa determined by reaolntiona paaaed 
at ita aeeond, Uiird. aizth, and aeventh aeaaiona. ia hereby amexMfod aa 
follewa 

(1) Among the aima of the Federation ahall be indoded ** the promo* 

tion of inter*oommanal unity.” 

(2) The Poniab National Libeiml Leagne ahall be ineliided among the 

component parte of the National Ltberal Federation of India. 

(3) For “two General Seoietariee’^ahonldbe-aabatitated the worda 

“one or more General Seoretarxea.** 

(4) Every Beoeption Cohimittee ahall make over to the General 

Secretary (or aecretariea) a earn equivalent to 260 ponnda ater 
ling for financing work in England, and ahall be at liberty to 
de^e what fee moat be paid by Dekigatea. 

It waareaofoedlbatSir Moropant Joahi be elected Preaident of the 
.tiibaifd Fedemtfon for 1926 and that Mr. C. T. Ohhitamoni be elected 
General Seoreteiy. A atrong Gommittee waa formed oonaiating of a large 
opmbmr of citerbaaiera in all provinoea. 

Pifooipal Hevamba Chandra Maitra prop^ vote of lhanka to the 
Preaident. Ike Fedeiation then oame to an end. 
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Presidential Address 

Tin ssooBd AU-IndU Noo-Bishala Cobsms met] se tin syth. Dso st 
mtf, tbe iUjs ol Psosgsl prsiidiBs. 

Ths FMidsat bssea li(s sdSisst l>y fslsrfliig Is tbs Ion ■nitaiasS 
tbsCoesrssiby tbs dsstbs ol Sbr P. T. Chst^ sad Dswss Bsbodst 
‘ kVslsModsUysr. Is tbs oonose ol bis spsm tbs Pkstidiet s^d 

Noe-] 


c eny ie s to on sn s s jI bops sad ptsss bis sccissS at ] 
h aiSMlT sni lirnfisfV “"iltinf for tbs Isid wbtab will 
MS sad pBseticsl polltos. Tbls tbersisis Is tbs ofp 


Fbcty^s Idnis 

••It is too late in tbs day lorois** be coatiaasd. **tD dsfsadwbat 
latbM termed tbs Koo-Bcabmia aiovsaisat; to aasU at its laespifoo 
iM it» tbat it was dscidsd sad ooatsmptaoosly looked down npoa. bat 
to-day wbsa it baa bsooms aa All-India movsmsat* wbea its aoBsitlsi 
bass sp rea d from Bombay to Madras, from tbs Vindhjra moootains to Gaps 
its very sataat aal tbs lisbtidng rapidity with wbleb its pilnfiipiss 
has^ pervaded tbs oonatry, will be tbs best Jostidcaeoa of tbs aeovsenat. 
Tbs latais tbat our sssat leader predicted for os ia bis Presideatlal dddreas 
at Habit ia ipso is com: tbs tims wbsa tbs OMivsmsat of love for all 
sad of batred for aoosb tbs movssMt wbleb asske to aBoid sqoal oppor ta - 
for all, wbicb makes svsfjrooe whatever bis Maes or Gommaa“ 

\ amy be, feel tbat be is a oommoa citisea of tbs lead sa|oyiae 
~ libsrtieo and sasndsiag soob prlvUsfss— tbs ttos.wbi 
a movement of all oonsaming love eball episad tbMfh Bis wbols 

I baa arrived at last. Tbsooaaiiv 
i it book to 
ofportaoity for os to 

oar priadplss to sspfssBoa to tbe faltb ia nB» to ] ‘ 
ideal before tbs ooontry. 

*Ws bavs realised from tbe very start tbat oor tras 
I SIS tbs maeeei, that la tbs vlllats lives tbs aatl 
atie asb-Govsromeat will be a. boliew mockery if tbs ryot In 
not ghrsa his proper share la tbs workfog of it. Lookattbs 
k of tbs amsBss tea years back and oompars that witb toir poNtfoa 
Tbeir aeaterial poritfon baa bssa ooaeidsiabW advaaesd. Tbsiff 
k Is gtadoally being dispeUsd. Boring tbs last five years ia Madras 
sdocatloa has increased ^ leaps sad boandsaad ia nearly 
of eighty m n n i d p a H t i ss bas free and oompulsory edacetioa 
iatrodoesd. la tbs roial areas ttkswles bavs so nuuiy slciiasataqr 
stavtsd that before tbs sad of next year it is sxpsctsd tbat 
tbsfs will not be a siagis village witb a total popnlati^'Q of over tvs baadred 
w bi c b wdl not have its own village school. Side by elds with tbs sma- 
toa of eissMtaty sdneatioo has secondary and bigber sdosation bsea 
1 1 need only refer to tbs large aombsr of sscoadary schools 
sstabllsbsd aad to tbs two Univsrdty BiOs tbat have bsaa 
lAgWatlve Cooacil. Nor bavs tbs physical 
of tbs toml popoia t lo n bsea ignored. Medical iastiiatloas ia r 
60 
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teve developed mpidlj eoMlimei wilik te idd of GofonoMot aai mam- 
timei wder dite^ Gov ef i M aeot minei:r mrin t A mm wamaaa of iml 
oiedieil relief IMS been itarted bf wlieh ralief te canled totbeMeriorof Hio 
district a&d ditpoBsariec are opened in leieote parts. Ibe aMdkBloHoar 
bei^ an honorary ooiber reoeiviaf a small bosaa fesea GovesHPaat. 
Ifedbpl scfapc^ have been in cr ea s e d and another Mfadlari roHiife fens bean 
opened whereby more medical peactitiaoem will be avaBabIs lor fnriaf 
Tdlef to snfleiing humanity. 

What is far more important is the organiaation of an afidant aanHmr 
staff* a corps of District Health OfEicere who will patrol the diatrict and 
detect the faintest signs of conring epidemics and Uhe the earliast ppporCo* 
nity to root them ont* has been nndertaken and the staff is foncniiBdag 
all over the Presideney. A College of Indigenoni Medical qrstems baa besa 
establiefaed and training is given to yonng men to beomiie proficient In 
these systems. Again facilities are being given for the opening of Ayarvedic 
dispeosaries and it Is hoped that all that is best and valnahle in oor indIgen- 
OQS systems of medicine wUl be conserved for the benefit of fntnre generations. 

** The problems of the village are the real problems of the nation. It is 
ondeoiable that after to many decades of eeH-government the qoeetion of 
viUage commonicatione and water-enpply for drinking pnrpoaes has not 
been completely solved. 

*' There is also under consideration a scheme of local self-government in 
which the village will play an important part and by which the ancient 
systems of village self-government will be attempted to be restored. It has 
been realised that to make local self-government a complete snocesi one 
most build from the village upwards and not start from the top. Village 
panchayats will be formed and they will be given large powers of managing 
the internal afisirs supervising the village schools, attending to sanitation, 
village communication and m^ical relief looking after the other public 
activities connected with the village. Every village with a minimum 
population will be brought under the pancbayat scheme. Over village 
panc^jrats will be a District pancbayat composed of members* some of 
whom will be elected by the village pimchayats and some directly. The 
purpose for which the Districc pancbayat is organized will be to correlate 
the work of the village panchayats, to help secondary education, to control 
trunk roads and other roads which are not purdy village roads and to 
organise medical relief in the district and in general to do everything needed 
for the physical and material prosperity of the citizens of the district. By 
thes means it is hoped that the village ryot will be brought into a more 
tsale tonch with the problems of administration.** 

The Rajah of Panagal proceeded to observe that there were reforms 
which might not strike the inaginatlon of some. Tb those, however, who 
complained that their programme was not militant enough the Rajah would 
reply that they riiould read the history of poUricai parties during the last 
tea yeartpol ** that strong militant organisation, the Home Role Leagne,** 
of the Cragiem, ** once the pioneer political organization of' the country*, 
of the Swaraj Party with *‘lta p^ect organisation** and ** its aeriee of 
brokso promisea and pledges.** The Swarajists hsd killed dyarchy in two 
pmvkMSd only to let **an undiluted bureaucracy*' to reign in Its piace 
and bad piograssivelv dllnted their programme to a mockery of obstrncrion. 
The Rajah centbuMd: 

••Oor Pifiicy.** 

**l have dilated on the activitlee of some of ^ different groups of 
political parrisi ia tha oooatry with ^ idea of omtiaaliag socii aclivttiea 
with those of oor own party. Oor prcfioa»e has been befors the coootry 
doilof the last ten ymucs. The pskaclfico lor which we stand, of otdeily 
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pndgrsH, of an evolotioaaiy gmrtli towatdi telf-governonent, of taking 
the maaaea with na in all our endaoToura to get greater privilegea* of 
nifoiding equal opportnnltiea to aU and of doing injuatice to none, thaae 
have atood the teat of time and am getting more and more adheienee aa 
the day go by. We need not be ashamed of onr caste ; our principlea have 
been pnt to the add test and have proved .true metal. Turning over the 
pagea of the hiatory of this country daring the la»t ten years, we can well 
say; Here and here onr faith was tried and in its trial it was viadicatad 
by the event. We do not live in the mere past; we find in it inspiratta 
lor the present and have boondleaa and confident hope for the future. And 
when we invite the confidence of the electorate we do not come emptx 
banded with exaggerated promises for tiie future and with no acoomplub- 
meat in the past. Onr best recommendation lies in our own reeora and 
we bring with it the uoimpeachable reference of our own achievements. 
We have won a place under the sum lor each distinct community however 
backward and uneducated and ignorant it might once have been. We am 
trying to broadbase our institutions upon the people's will. We are trying 
to emancipate the labouring and the depressed classes. We have laid the 
lonndatioas of a democratic system of finance. We have opened np the 
road to a better social order and we are trying to moralise the whole oon« 
ception of Indian society and are endeavonring to establish better relatlooa 
between the different conununities. Our whole . political tenet has been 
not to substitute one set of eligardiy lor another, not to converm power 
In the hands of the few but to broadbase the government on a people'e srill. 
and while we are as keen as anyone dee. perhaps really a little mom keen 
than others, that our country should have full s^-govemment* we realise 
that self-government can only mean Government by the people themselves. 

Proceeding to speak of the achieveomnts of his party* the Pieddent 
referred to the passage of the Hindu Eshgions Endownmnts Bill. 

The Refocms Q n s eti on. 

The President then pot lortit a plea lor further reforms. Rsfsriing to 
his memoraadnm on the subject to the Government of India, be said : 

** 1 have stated in that menMKmadnm the province of Madras, which, 
notwithstanding the inherent defects of the Act of 1919 has worked the 
Reforms fairly satisfactorily, meat have responsibility conceded in lespoct 
of all sulqects even as a reward lor its good eonm and Iqyal^. A c o nc ssei o n 
of the kind to Madras will. 1 am sum. prove to be aa inducement to tho 
people of other provinces to improve their attitude towards thoBritiih 
Empire. There can be no doubt that the people of the province who under 
vary trying circumstancea wem able to ke^ their head cod and work the 
BMotms as sesoothly as they could, can be trusted to get on srsll with all 
Dfovineial subiects transient.*' 

In this connection.'* he contiaaed. ** may 1 be permitted to express the 
thanks of the Madias Ministry to tile Earl of Bkrkenhead lor the genecona 
tfgma in which be has been pleased to refer to tbeir work. Bet I must 
eonlem to a fediog of diiappointaMnt and mgmt that the sp ssc h of the 
Seemtary of State has not given much hope it an advance in the dimelloa 
suggested. Ills so detire of mine to create aa aabsalthy rivalry bstwsea 

C viaoe and province, but when the objection is statsd that co aytton a 
m aot been sstisfactory lor the grant of a far Asf iastalmsot of 
oae is coastesuned to point ont that taCh Is not the fact at least la soma of 
the proviaoet. 1 fsti satisfied that the time has come if it is aot ovssdne 
when pcovindal antonomy ought to bs giaated la piovlaoes like Medme. 

1 sbaB aot refer to the pcsitioo of alfadmiatke Central Govenuaeat; bseaass 
coad tt io ei am mom compHcatsd them. Bat I be^e that them is gmsial 
coBSinsna of opinion even among the meet cautions of Indlsn stnissmpn 
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IeS^ to A oortala omoont ol mpooAItt^ iotfodmd teto 

Ttao Praildeat pfocetded to what the Moe-Brahmia Furtjr had doao to 
^ Depreitod clii e ci aad appealed lor aiatoal cooddeaoe betweea the pai^ 
aod the Noa-Biahniat. 

''The qoeatlOB, the*efore, of fotther ooaatitatioBal Refonae ia, iadeed, 
the qaeetiofroi the hour, and ladlaa opiaUm ie ooaalaaoae that the BritMi 
Goemmeat aboa!d take atepe towards thia ead. We. aa a party# are aaxtoaa 
to pioaMte cofdia) leiat^oiia betweea Great Britaia aad ladia. . dad 1 have 
aoMaitatioaia statiog thata lorther ooaatitotioaal advaace lor ladia la 
aaaiach la the latereata of ladia aa it ia of the Britiah Empire. 1 feel aaie 
ttet Bfitaia itedf rcalieee how much It will eaeaie the atability of the 
Empire aad proaiote that feeling of fellowehip which ought to eaiat betweea 
the oompoaeot parts of a great Empire. 

' Sljpia are not wanting to thow already how a eection of the Indian 
e are viewing this pioblem. The qaeatUm ia naked, what ahallbe 
/a reaponae. if. after all thia appeal, the Britiah Government tome a 
deaf ear ? Will the oonotry go back to dvil diaobedience* to that policy of 
paaaive reamteace which waa ao vdiemenUy preadied till recently, aa the 
only method of gaining political conceaaiona ? Even the moat reddeae ol 
poHticlana wfll raaUae that, apart from the diaaaters with which each a 
policy ia attended, it ia an abaolntdy fntile and impracticable comae to 

C iane^ apeciaily in view of the Himalayan failnre of auch a policy oa the 
t occaaion when it waa adopted. Will it take to obatroctlve tactics aad 
preach the doetiine of bringing the Government to a atandatill ? 1 cannot 
conceive of any aeriona individual taking to auch a course, after die traveaty 
tet obstruction baa proved as a poUtcal weapon. What then ? The only 
alternative aeema to be meek submimn or an appeal to the Britiah nation 
aad .to the League of Nationa. through the Britiah manufacturers, by boy- 
cotting the British goods. Judging from the state ot mind of the people, 
the former teems to be out of qneetion. and 1 am aure that British atatemnan 
dhip. which baa been able to aolve many a delicate international problem 
will riae equal to the occaaioa. 

The Sooth Africnn Indian Problem 




** Neat to the Reforms, the question that ia eogaging the atteatiQB of 
the people ia. aadoobtedly the pMtioB of ladiaua in the colonies, in general, 
aad in South Africa, in particular. The depotatioD that has been aent out 
to South Afitca. by the Government of India, and the Indian Depotntion 
from South Africa, which is in onr midst, are bnt reminders of the gravity 
of the aitoation. The position of onr ooant^men in that conifiry ia indeed 
naoat nnfortnnate. nnd it is aad to oontemplate that. Inspite of all the 
appeals that have been aent op by the Government aodithe people of India, 
itti^te of nnmeiona pacts and prmnises. the qneation has become more 
acute thna aver. Dr. Malao's Cleaa Areas Bill is a piece of Icghlation. which 
1 foal snia^ that none beyond the nnatl (European) community in Sooth 
Africa can justify. The moat caotlona of Indiana feels that the aitaation 
la fact gettiag beyond control, and those who have watched the attempts 
that are made to promote and build up a Pan- Asiatic Itovcasent. 
rualiaa how such sets afford valuable material for political ineendiafieg. and 
what a d i marv i ce ia done to the cause ol a uoited aod haimoaioos Empire. 
May wa not hops that the most strenoona efforts will be made to avert aoch 
nadesIrabW rcemti. aa much ia the inteieate of the Empire# as in the inteiwte 
ol Jasliee ml fairplny towaide the Indiaa eettlere ? 

V RMIa iwpffeming thia view, may 1 not tom to my Indian biuthren. 
affd tcU thmn ttmt. so long as there ia bigotry aod ialcleianoe in onr Inad 
no long no oaoiivth ol onr own race art condemned to live a mi s eia ble Mie. 
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aot mmly of po ^o cty oad tgooiaiioe whidi it noivtml, Imt of todol dtffo* 
4otloii whiieh it pocdUar to lodio» to loag it tho teato of mlod ond tbot 
■MBtd otHtodo wbleb wot esUbitod ot KolpothI It tlthor oonolvtd ot or 
wrtn toleimted, to loog tbott wo loot much of that mocil JottidcotioB whieb it^ 
oad matt olwoyt be, bdbiod our coodtoumtioa of tho Sooth Africoa Whiloi f 

•• Oor co n edeoce arill tell at thot the Importiol oattUert who taiilet 
with incredolity ot the virtooot iadigaotloa which we fed ot the treotment 
meted oat to ladioot oveneos. ie not ob^olotely uajott oad oalolr. Let ot 
etreogtbea oor deouod for the redrem of oor grievoacet in Sooth Afcico, 
hf inaiatiDg oa oor ooontrymen chohgiog their ottitode of miod towordt 
the Depreae^ Clottec.** 

The Preeident weot on to obeerve that the Britidi coanectkm with Indio 
wot providentiol. 1 feel oertoia aleo,** he laid, ** thot ooder no other 
empire conld we hove developed eo well, and to rapidly ot ooder the Biitiab 
empire. If therefore we detire changes in the form of government, if oar 
hopea ore centred oa o day when we shall have a large shore in the admi* 
niatration of oor ooantry— believe me, it is in no way becase we are unmlnd- 
fnl for the beoefita we have to far received through the British connection, 
it it rather a logical fulfilment of the training that we have received o 
natnral climax to the lessons that we have learnt from western political 
science**. 

Proceediingo and Resolutions. 

2ND DAY--26TH DBCBMBBR i925 

At the aeoood day*t alttiDg of the All- India non-Brabmin Congrest on 
Monday the asth Dec. a resolution expressing deep sorrow at the demise of 
Her Majesty Queen Alexandra and conveymg the respectful condolence of 
the Congress to Hit Majesty the King Emperor and Members of the Royal 
family, was passed first. 

The next resolution expressed profonnd sorrow at the demise of 
Sir P. Tbeyagoraya Cheity, leader of the Non-Brahmin movement, and 
exhorted the Mon-Brahmins in all provinces to commemorate bit invaluable 
servicet, oad, to keep bit memory ever green by observing tie aStb April, 
every year, ot the Tbeyagoraya Memorial Day. 

The third resolution expressed deep regret at the death of the late 
Maharaja of Gwalior, Sir Surendronath Bannerjee and Mersrs. C. R. Das, 
Swamikannu Pllloi and othere, and the next one exhorted the Non-Brah- 
mins to commemorate the services of His Highness the late Sabn Chattro- 
pothi of Kolhapur, by observing the 6th May, annually, at the Memorial Day. 

Thb Rbformb Rbsolution. 

The next resolution was the subject of several speeches, and related to Re- 
forms. Mr. A. Ramaswami Mudaliar of Madrpt moved ; — 

(a) ** This Congress is, emphatically, of opinion that the time has come 
when fnither extension of Reforms ought to be given to all provinces, a^ 
many of the provinces have already in spirit and in letter worked the new 
oonttiintion a^ helped to piomote the development of democratic self- 
government and at Non-Brahmins of the Central Ftovinces and Berar are 
prepared to do the same , and, while expressing its ref ^t at the disappoiot- 
mg reply of the Right Hon'ble the becietary of Sute for India, urges on 
H. B, the Viceroy, the Secretary of State and the British Cabinet, the 
aeGctsity of immediately gianting full provincial antooomy to all provinces 
with ad^nnte safe-gnaids, if neccesary, eo at to remove the apprehenelon 
that the British Cabi^ is not genuinely Interested in eneuriog the speedy 
realimtion ol SMf-Govemment in lndu» 
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(b) **Tbis CoBgren exboirtf Koa-BrAhmiat. ezdadlag 
Chrittlaas aad Pbrait, of the Ceattal Proviacea mad Beimr to aecoie mm auuay 
aemta ma poaaible mt Bie cooilag Legialmtive Cooactl electioBa. to Iona a 
ooa-Bfmhmia Minlatry, mod to co-opermte io workiog the Rdoimed Cooa- 
titutioo mad pcomottag'the growth of democracy. 

(c) ** Th.a Coogreaa ia mlso emphmiicmlly of opioioo thmt the Ceatiml 
Govetnoieot mmy be lomde reapooalble to the electorate/' 

Mr. R. G. Prmdhmn moved mo mmeodmeot to the drat dmoae, to iaaeft 
the worda " with adequate aefegamida if aeceaaary/' 

Mr. K. V. Reddy, Mr. Patel of Bombay mad othera apoke oo the 
leaolotioo which* aa mmeoded, wma carried uaaoimoqaly. 

S. African Issu s. 

The oext reiolutiioo extended a hearty welcome to the lodiaa Depata- 
tioo from South Africa. The following ia the text of the reaolntion 

The Coogreaa and the non-Brahmma in the country will do everything 
in their power to help them in their just and moral fight for gettiag their 
legitimate rights of equal dtizenahip recognised by the white popolation 
in South Africa. 

** The Congress desires to impress on H. E. the Viceroy, the Governmeat 
of India and the British Cabinet that nothing is calculate more to impair 
the unity of the British Empire than the feeling of resentmeat which ia fast 
growing in the Country at the iniquitous treatment, which is now given 
and is in future intended to be given, to Indian settlers in a port^ of 
British Empire, and urges on them the necessity of giving practical mani- 
festation of their sympathy by taking such steps* retaliatory or otherwise, 
as would ensure recognition of the just rights of Indians by the South 
African whites." 

The resolution was cartied. and the sitting adjourned at about 9 p. m* 
till next day. 


3RD DAY^29TH DECEMBER 1925 

The All-India Non-Brahmin Congress conduded on the 39th after 
passing some more resolutions accepting the Unity resolution passed at the 
All- India Unity Conference at Delhi in 1924, and impresdng upon Non- 
Brahmins, both Hindus and Muslims, the need for bringing atent Hindu- 
Mnslim unity for promotion oi national development, and calling upon 
them to act up to the prindples contained in that resolution amidst cries 
of Hindu-Muslim-ki-jai/* 

Sir K. V. Reddi moved a resolution, observing that, when real unity 
between the two communitiea was accomplished Swaraj would be in thdr 
hands. 

Resdutions relating to communal representation in the Councils* 
removal of untouchabUity, etc., were also paroed. 

Sir K. V. Keddy* spe^og on th.* resolution* asked the andience to 
remember that they contributed the bulk of the revenue, and made a 
stirring BppBBX to them to return only Non-Brahmins in the c«»ning elections. 

The Congress exhorted the Non-Brahmins all over India to support the 
Jnstioe newspaper* the only Non-Brahmin organ. 

President's Condndiag Remarks. 

la dissolving the session* the President impressed npoo the audience 
the necessity for leisntlsm propaganda among the Non-Brahmin m ass es . He 
characterised the Non Brahmia movement as revolt of the masses against 
classes* who held monopoly over social and political concerna. 



All-India Scx:ial Conference 

CALCUTTA-^S i ST DBCBMBBR i92S 

The AU-lodie Sooiel Coofarenoe wm heki on Tlmradefi the Slit 
Deoemher in the Albert Institate Hell» Gnleutte* Sronktn Seniln Devi 
CHAUDHUBANI preeided. 

The Preeident in her eddreee sold that the felt honenred to hove been 
adied to guide the delibemtiona of a Conferenee whieh owed iti biith 40 jeeie 
ago to the larnghted geniua of Mahadeo Govind Ranade. Referring to hmell 
•he aaid that ahe had been bom under a more enviable poaition than many of 
her oountrymen, and that ahe had been aervad with the higheat culture of the 
Eaat and Weat in unatinted meaanre. She called upon her eountrymen and 
oo u n t ry women to rally under the flag of aoeial reform. She invited fraah 
reomitea of the young lovera of their race and of humanity to throw t^r 
atrong arma around the tick and the weary> to eheer the faint and to lighten 
the burden of thoae whoae future waa Mack and hopeleaa. Uoleaa, aaid 
Sriinkta Sarala Devi Chaudburani,1khttr bonae waa aet in order, they could 
not atep out. claim or bear the burden of political rigbta in the outaide 
world. Continuing, ahe aaid that a aelfiah. narrow*mioded. unenlightened 
priealliood waa hampering the natioD*a march for freedom at every atep, 
and it waa doomed to advance at a ridiouloualy crawling pace. Either the 
womea and prieata muat be left to take care of themaelvea or they muat be 
turned into trained alliea by edueatioo of mind and made to add to the 
etrength of the nation and the bappineaa of the unite. 

The Preeident aaid again that the average woman had been kept intd- 
leetnally uigted for agea bj the average men in India. It waa only when 
the armed ahipa of the Weat anchored in her harboura. foreign aggreaaora 
auoked India'a blood away, that Indian men were conaoioua of their aelf- 
created bandioap— ita unreaponaive womendolk. Female education, abolition 
of purdah, widow rr marriage, prohibition of early marriage, child protection, 
drink prohibition, removal of untouebabOity. taking back to the aoeial fold 
repentant apoatatea. were made the planka of the Social Reform platform. 
The Indian National Congreaa, ahe aaid. now looked upon the Social Reform 
Conference aa a powerful ally and haa engrafted much of ita programme. 

Continuing the apeaker aaid that there were countleaa nooka and comera 
where ita meaaage had not reached yet, where human hearta had not rever- 
berated to die call of aoeial unlift and livea were being waated away in 
miaery and ignorance, in aulgeotion and tyranny, in aelfiahncaa and aonlid 
materialiam. The apeaker aaid once more that a vaat maaa of humanity 
awaited the toich-bearera of reform to help to diaentaiigle the tangled 
thnada of their livea. In concloaion, the Preeident aaid that ahe prayed that 
-the uacfnlnnaa of the Conference might not wane for the want of foouaaing. 

Reuolmionu 

Tlie Iclloaviiig leeolulione weie ndoptad unammouebr 

** Thk Conference notea wMi aatiafaction the growing inforeat of the 
people in female eduomion and urgea upon all Social Reform Aaaooiationa 
and workeia to make greater effoiti to acoelerate ita progreia both on general 
and vocational tinea. 



AUrlMDlA aoaAL GOMVBRBIICB Ittttont A 

"TUi Ctmttmmh wUb naoidivf vftk aMrfMljw <fet ite ii «h» iw» 
<1 maaitgh ■■i il itrfiii *» — far f artht nii^ Ik* Ml far ko9» 
■ad gifk in view of gli|*io*l dmmmliM and olfeiir cffli mritfaf fma Mi^ 
mnfaM 

" TUt ConfnwM* fa *lnaglf> of opinioD ttottt* *|itHi of Pudh* fa 
onMfafaltotlMpbyoSeolaiidinonldofoioviMDtof voMHiaBdoai^ to to 
•tolfatod. 

" Thfa Conforono* ooodeauH tto pnolfee of otoigiag dowifao ot-BuiiH* 
*0 won aa the vmatfaa of ■ a ki og ostnmgaok ozpoaidBtn* at aoeial famolioii* 
M iotrolviiic * hoaoi dnia on the poiae and toiog oahmlatod to lower the 
noral tone of the paopb. 

“This CoafaroBea riawa with latfa f aotioa that oppcailioB to ttoiooaatrfaga 
of widowa fa ^wiog has aad faalt aad argaa that toaewad aftuta ahooU h* 
aiada to amalioiata tho ooodifaoa of widowa aad taoaoaa .raatiiatioiia oo their 
ra-Biarrfag*. 

"Thfa Cooferaaea argaa that the haaofol reatrfatioiia of eaato ahooU to 
ralazad ao aa to piOBWie tlia growth of *i«« 

aoeiafar oo the fooodatiooa of joatioa aad aqaalito* 

“ nia Coafareoeo reootda ita ina eoonotfao that oHl ooeiotB of 
regarding aone eaataa aa uatonohahla fa nidnat> dagradiag and hnaiilfatiiig aad 
ahonld be dona awap arith. The Confaranoa argaa that maaaoraa ahonid to 
inatitutad for improTiag the oonditioB of the naghetad ehaaaa of tt* aoafatp. 

“ Thfa Confaranoa ealla upon tiia people to admit to aoafalp women and 
girb who hara bean innooent viotinia of oriiM and tiiorohf aae* Ikam faom a 
Ufa of perpetnal mfaaiy and ahama. In the opinion of the Goofifoneab thfa 
meaaore of reform wiU help in edbolireljr oheehing the oriama of Udnappiag 
and aUuetion of girb whito are rampaat in the oonatry. 

*' Thfa Conferenee aipea the naama i i j r of giving women poBtfaei fienehiio 
entitling them to haeonm mamtora of LagfalatiTa bodfao aiid Monieipol and 
ottor loeal Corporationa lo aa to onabla wonowto taka ttoir proper ahai* 
ea dtiaana in the national afhim of th* eonntijr. 

“Thfa Conferenee fa of opinion that tiie edaea tional inatitntiona ahaold 
take up the oanaa of temperanee and nigea for the total prohibition of th* 
maanfaetnro and lal* of aioohoUe driaka and inUofaating drop aaaapt for 

Biidioil piirpOMta 

“ Thfa Confaranoa viewa with alarm the growth of the p a m fa i eoa habit of 
p raoeot whioh fa bringing abont dfaeonteat aad dfatroaa in famiHea 
and appaah to the peopi* to make eameat edorto far ifo dfaeontfonanea. 

“ Thfa Conforanee ntgea the aatobliahmant of raaeor to maa aad wafao m a a 
to* aaaotmant of logfalation for the proteetfon of obiUroo inaooN provinuag 
aad ealla npoa tha othar provioeaa to paaaiagfalatioa on ataitoar linaai 

“TbfaOaaf*t*ne*atroni^appeitototb*pooplato.mak* vigoiooo eirtta 
aeenriag. to* hatter adminfafaation of roligfooa tmata and andowmanti fn the 
eonatrp aad in tbfa oouuootion it land* tta anpport to th* gamrd priapipha 
of Mr. D. P. Khaitaa'* Bill introdoead in th* Bm^ Lagfalativo OonaA 

“Tbfa ConforanM oalfa open th* paopla to eaaaafaatfp atriTafortto 
nwintenanoa of eortoal relationa between Hfodat aad Mehemedma to anili* 
ntii« a apirit of mataal tmat aad fo rb ia r a n aa and to reaaaviag aD bind- 
ranoea to tha growth of aatbp aad foB*w*aitiaanabip in th* oonniqp 

With a ooto of toaato to to* Ghafr to* Ooafetana* tomdaatod. 
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